Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


<^^ 


HISTORICAL   COLLECTIONS 


STATE    OF    NEW    YORK; 


A  OENESAL  COLLECTION  OF  THE  MOST  INTEREITINa  FACTS)  TKADITIONS, 
BIOOBAPUlCALSKBTCflBa,  ANECDOTEB,  kt. 


HISTORY  AND   ANTIQ.UITIES, 


GSOGUFUICAL  DESCUPTIONS  17  KTEKI  TOVMSHIP  U  TIIE  STITB. 


•™.o,. 

BY 

JOHN    W 
HENRY 

'.  BARBER, 
HOWE, 

UOLMCnuKS. 

NEW   YORK: 

PUBLISHED   FOR   TB  B    AUTHOBB, 
BY  a.  TUTTLE.  194  CHATHAM-qQU^ILE.    , 

1843.  :  .;    ,:■    ; 


r^.jk:-^ 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  CongresB,  in  tlie  year  1841, 

By  Jo^  W.  BABinai  and  Hstcit  Howe, 

In  the  Clerk'to  OtBce  of  tbe  DHtriot  Coort  of  Connecticut. 


HTTcficocK  A  rTArro&D. 


•  •  •  «• 

•  .    .    . , 


««• 


•*  *' 


.t 


PRBFACE 


Tu  dengn  of  this  Tolome  »  to  give  an  acoooDt  nS,  the  aioit  im- 
Doitant  aiMl  interesting  events  relating  to  the  histoiy  of  the  stale  of 
New  York,  firom  its  settlement  to  the  present  timep  with  geognphical 
dttcriptionsv  illustrated  by  numeroos  engravings.  In  oollKtinff  the 
materials  and  preparing  them  for  puUication*  die  oompiieii  of  this 
work  have  unitedly  spent  more  than  two  yean  of  dose  and  laborknis 
.  jsi^cation.  We  have  visited  every  part  of  the  state*  and  besides 
travelling  thousands  of  miles  in  the  public  conveyances^  we  have 
journeyed  many  hundreds  on  foot 

Although  feehng  conscious  that  we  have  used  all  the  eflbrts,  and 
taken  eveiy  precaution  which  could  be  reasonably  expected*  in  order 
to  have  this  work  accurate  in  every  respect*  yet  we  do  not  claim  an 
entire  ezempti(m  fixMn  those  imperfections  ever  attendant  on  works 
of  this  kind.  A  degree  of  diflKlenoe  is  felt,  when  it  is  considered 
who  are  to  be  the  readers.  Travellers  in  giving  accounts  of  foreiFn 
countries,  may  make  statements  at  random,  which  may  pass  for  truUi, 
when  there  is  no  one  at  hand  able  to  correct  their  errors.  This  vol- 
ume will  come  before  many  persons,  who,  on  some  subjects  intro- 
duced, have  better  means  ot  ioformation,  and  possess  more  know- 
ledge than  the  compilers.  A  certain  writer  defines  history  to  be 
merely  ^  an  approximation  towards  truth."  Although  this  humilia- 
ting statement  will  not  be  allowed  to  its  foil  extent,  yet  when  the  im- 
perfection of  every  thing  human  is  considered,  it  must  be  confessed 
to  have  some  foundation  in  truth. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  we  have  availed  ourselves  of  the 
labors  of  those  who  have  preceded  us.  The  historian,  of  necessity, 
derives  his  information  from  others.  It  vrill  be  observed,  that  quota- 
tions have  been  made  from  a  great  variety  of  publications ;  in  most 
instances  of  which,  credit  has  been  given.  As  a  general  rule,  we 
have  preferred  to  have  each  account  appear  as  it  was  originally 
given  to  the  public,  in  the  author's  own  words,  from  which  the  reader 
can  draw  his  own  inferences.  Truth  ought  always  to  be  preferred 
before  elegance  of  langua^  In  the  geoeraphical  department  much 
information  has  been  derived  firom  Spa&rd's  and  Gordon's  Gaxet* 
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4  PRBFACB. 

teers,  and  the  state  maps,  published  at  Ithaca  by  Messrs.  Stone 
dt  Clark.  SpafTord  may  be  considered  as  the  pioneer  in  furnishing 
geographical  descriptions  of  the  state :  his  first  gazetteer  was  pub- 
lished in  1813,  the  second  in  1824.  The  gazetteer  by  Mr.  Gk>rdon, 
consisting  of  800  closely  printed  octavo  pages,  containing  a  map 
of  the  state,  and  one  of  each  county,  was  published  in  1836,  and 
is  by  far  the  most  complete  and  valuable  work  of  the  kind  relating 
to  New  York,  which  has  as  yet  been  issued.  To  this  able  work, 
we  would  refer  our  readers  K>r  a  full  statistical  and  geographical 
account  of  the  various  places  in  the  state.  It  not  only  contains 
a  great  amount  of  statistical  information,  but  also  the  political  history 
of  the  state,  abstracts  of  its  laws,  and  other  valuable  infonnation. 
It  is  a  volume  which  ought  to  be  placed  in  every  public  library  in 
the  state. 

The  numerous  engravings  interspersed  throughout  this  volume, 
were,  with  few  exceptions,  copied  from  drawings  taken  on  the  spot 
by  the  compilers  of  the  work.  In  these  engravings,  our  principal  ob- 
ject was  to  give  faithful  representations,  rather  than  picturesque 
views,  or  beautiful  specimens  of  art  Before  deciding  that  any  of 
these  representations  are  incorrect,  we  wish  our  readers  to  consider 
that  the  appearance  of  any  place  will  be  materially  altered,  as 
viewed  from  difierent  points.  In  order  to  form  an  entirely  correct 
judgment,  it  will  be  necessary  to  stand  on  the  spot  from  whence  the 
drawing  was  taken. 
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Grbbkb  Couirnr,  181 
Green  Haven,  133 
Greene,  100 
Greenport,  545 
GreenhrM,409 
Green  River,  114 
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Oroavenor*8  Coraeia,  516 
Gttllderland,  51 
Guilford,  101 

Hadley,498 
Hi«ue,565 
Half  Moon,  489 
Hallel**  Cove,  481 
Hairt  Mina,  59 
Hatai7vile,  553 
Hamburg.  153 
Hamilton,  850 
Hahiltoiv  Cormr,  180 
137 
For,  SO 


Hammond,  484 
Hamden,  138 
Hampton.  378,  579 
Hamptonburg,  418 
Hainie,565 
Hancock,  198 
Hanford'i  Landii«^  9 
Hannibal,  431 
Hanover,  80 
Harla4>m,  338 
Harmony,  90 
HarpenfiHd,  128 
HarperavUie^TS 
Harriabiirg.  830 
Hartfield,  88 
Harrison,  500 
Hartford,  185, 5T8 
Hartland,  348 
Hartiiville,  143 
Hartwick,  444 
Hartville,  387 
Hastings,  431,  587 
Havana,  94 
Hehrun,  573 
Hnvervtraw,  476 
Ht  ad^f-ih*^river,  51 
Hebrcm,  572 
Hector.  55*2 
HHeua,  4«1 
HfnipKtead,  455 
H(in|ie>tead  Harbor,  * 
Hciidorwon,  309 
Heiirioita,  364 
I!  RR  KIM  KB  (/omrrr, 
Herkimer,  194 
Hcnuiia^e,  604 
Heimoii,  484 
HickDvlile,  463 
Hiih  FaJb,  558 
HillMlale,  116 
HiiihdaJe,85 
Hltclicock*M  CoroerB, 
Hobart,  132 
HudTman,  158 
Hofaiisburv,  163 
Holland.  153 
H(»lley,  430 
Hnmer,  134 
Hnonirk,  466 
Hope,  191 
Hopkimon,  484 
Hifp^-well.  135, 408,  4 
Horiciio.  5A5 
Hornby,  .<)3l 
Homelfville.  531 
lI(>uiii>tieM,  209 
HouM'viJI*',  943 
Howard,  S3l 
Hoytes.  5^ 
Hiid!«in.  116 
Hiifhsmville,  135 
Hull's  Mills,  148 
Hume.  60 
Huuiphre>-,  85 
Hunter.  188 
Huntington,  538 
Hurk-y.  556 
Huron,  579 
Hyde  Park,  137 

Independence,  60 
Ira,  Ao 

lrHandvine,539 
Imndequoit,  965 
lriip.540 
Italy,  tS05 
Ithaca,  558 

Jackvnn,  444,  578 
Jacksmiburg,  444 
JackaonviHr,  848,  SS 
Jamaica,  458 
Jaawiowu,  80 


COUNTIEa,  TOWNSHIPS,  TILLAaSB. 


Ja.f.  is; 
Java.  VO 

iiryiifoji  ('oc?iTT,  2M 
ifnttt-n.  456.  606 
Jfraaj'in  Ctjmen,  153 

J-v-rfiva.  119.  187 
J  i-CA>.i%ille,  13S,  -IGQ 
J-rJan.  ¥3 

L'wi>.  lU 

Krii^iavvlile.  59 
kfcctlv*  MilK  90 

£^4^44. 118 

Kia^rh  >«Ji  Landing,  122 

i,:'€^n-*jr.  601 
k.'wiwry.  572 
ti-ij  Cm  *tt.  219 
Lzc4a.  536 
l.-xi^'t  CtrnefB,  431 
E:nLiVid.  361 
lin\i.W.  3-7 
L>^«v«-i1ite,  430 
Km.  si 
JiaLitJk:.  532 
Krr/wiir.  I  in 
Kixm  kite.  i51 

Uft\*/v».7f4 

iUViKIr  I'MfTiCTlk  137 

UGm^.  137,  603 

2jL:il»^t.l*-.37b 
Li^-  P.va^i9L  191 

Lu'v:>.  3ti).  162 
Ljari.4rr.  153 
i J  '^--j  .^33 

L---  F-.  ..la.  -H* 
U'-  r  jriT.  4^1^ 
La  M  -i 

LlA;  --*i|'f:.  516 

U-»-  -.    I-.  In7 
',.:■  :  -i'lrwr*,  ffl 
-a:,  i  *  '.  554# 

>-     ..  5-i4 
-^:.v  ••I 
l/r-.-r-^::^.  212 
^  '■^--'  2*6 
>- :  >»«i 

i^ -Mvili*,  255 
~'\^    V.\ 
'*^l      :?i.  444 

-''■  •    .'7 

•r^-fj  T.'.\  ,TDO 

-r»  •  v'.ir^TT.  y38 

-^>-,  ■!,  34- 

^.'j-  -..  1^ 

-''=■•-.  ift* 

-^.    5T>,  >»7 

•"■"i-n.  101 

-  ^^  :i3i 

S  ■.  4« 
4M 


r=>?a;!».  196 

J^r>»l,3M 
^-VSMn-^119 


ILnrrrarroiiCoiTirrr,  SIS 
UTingMonrlUe,  510 
Livonia,  248 
Locke,  W 
Lrfxkport,  SIS,  3U 
Lrickvilk,  578 
Lndi,525 

LOKO  ISLAXD,S51 

Long  Lake,  191 
Lorraliw.  SU 
JL.ouHville,  484 
Lowvillp,  239 
Lli>ydiville,  447 
LudlowviUe,  553 
Lumbertand,  547 
Luzerne,  566 
Lyme,  211 
LyiidoD,  85 
Lyuna,  579 
Lysander.  384 

Machiaa,  b0 
Macttloo,  579 
Mackfrville.  403 
McLeaimille,  552 
McDonouKh,  101 
Mc4;raw»viUe,  124 
MadiKm,200 
Maduo?!  cocsmr,  S55 
Madrid,  4M 
Maiden,  559 
Makioe,  165 
Malu.  492 
MauiakaiiniE,  547 
Mainanmeck,  591 
ManbattanvlUc,  338 
Manir«  Valley,  516 
.Man^vttlf,  2U2 
Marbltfboroujcta,  558 
Manreilitf,  3(«7 
Maiicheirter,  408 
Manheiin.  198 
Maiilius.  381 
Maiistieid,  86 
Marathon,  125 
Marbleiow-11,558 
Marion.  5^ 
Man-y.  365 
Marthall.365 
Mariiiiobure,  210 
Maryland,  444 
MaMih'*  Com(>ra,  105 
Ma«<nvilk>,  130 
MasMrna.  485 
Mattaiuck,  545 
Mattawan.  134 
Matihtrw*  Millfl.  387 
Mauldavillf,  4«5 
Ma  V  Arid.  174 
Mayvillf.  88 
Mt<hani»vme,  142,  499 
Mrcklenbiir;,  552 
Medina.  43U 
M*^iidnn,  2tJ5 
Mi^tz,  W 
Mvrt^iib.  130 
Mexico,  432 
Middl- bury,  603 
Middlebi)ix.5t8 
Middiffifld,  444 
Middirport.  199.  359 
MHldle  St-tU^nient,  265 
Middl««tx,  b07 
Mlddlenll^  194 
Middleiown,  130, 428,  492 

478 
Milan,  80. 137 
Mill  Bmok,  158 
Millm  Place,  534 
Milford.  444 
Miiltown,  449, 452 
Milton.  492,  558 
MilivUle,  430, 464 
Milo,607 


Mint,  90 
MlnaTlll6,S78 
Muiden,fi79 
Minerva,  157 
Bfjnbink,  419 
MUTille,60 
Bfobawk,  194,  SBO 
Moira,  166 
Munme,4Sl 
MovaoB  CoinrxT,  S63 
Munieiiuna,  80 
Montgomery,  483 

MONTOOMBRY  Co^STS 

Mondcello,  447,  518 
Moo«n,106 
Muoenville,  130 
Moravia,  81 
Moteau,  493 
Moreho4we,  191 
Morgantville,  180 
Moriah,  158 
Moricha,  535 
Morriaiana,  597 
MonlivilkH  257 
Morrfalown,  485 
Moscow.  246 
Moiu'  Coraem,  5SS 
Mount  Hope,  423 
Mount  Morrb,  348 
Mount  Pkasont,  503 
Mount  Uptun,  101 
Mud  Creek,  598 
Murray,  430 

Nantkioke,7S 
Napbanock,  560 
Napl(«,4U8 
Napnii,  86 
Narmwtbuif ,  547 
Nawan,  468 
Natural  Bridge,  219 
Navarino,  3e9 
Near  Rockaway,  450 
Netoon,  2iM) 
Neakayuna,  54,  508 
Nettpr\  file,  509 
Netllehlil,  93 
Ne%  mink,  547 
New  Albion,  86 
Newark,  549,  578 
Npw  Baltimure,  189 
New  Berlin.  101 
New  Briehton,  474 
Newburx.  424 
Ni'W  Castle.  506 
Nrw  t'ity,  476 
Newronib,  158 
NcwAHd.  553 
New  Pane,  352 
New  Flackmsack,  135 
Now  Hartford.  365 
New  Haven,  41^-! 
New  Hudann,  GO 
New  Leiianoa,  120 
New  Lisbon,  444 
New  lyndnn,  375 
New  Olikj,  72 
New  Pallz.  559 
Newport,  199 
New  RocheUe,  506 
Newry.  1?« 
New  Scdland,  51 
Newstead,  153 
Newtown,  460 
New  rtretcht,237 
New  Wiiideor,  425 
New  York.  284 
New  Yorb  Cotnm,  284 
Niateara,352 
Niagara  CoinrrT,  347 
Nicholaa  Point,  58S 
Nkholaa,  549 
NicboifvUle,  174 
NicbdviUe,  484 


Nllea,81 
Nineveh,  73 
NWieia  CoraeiB,  385 
NoUevUte,444 
Norfolk,  485 
North  AnaeniR,  137 
Northampcoo,  174 
North  Cuile,  9U6 
North  Aeld,475 
NorJi  Hempaiiead,  403 
North  Eaat,  137 
North  Port,  540 
North  Salem,  506 
Northville,  174 
Northumbertaod,  403 
Norway,  199 
Norwich.  108, 403 
Nuiida,60 
Nyack,  478 

CWcfieU,  179 

Oak  bill,  188 

Oak  Orchard,  430 

OakflvUle,445 

Ohio,  199 

0|tden,965 

Oidenaburg,  4tt 

Old  AtUebury,  14S 

Olemn,  86 

Olive,  550 

Omar,  92 

Oneida  Caftlecon,  375 

Ombida  Coi-RTT,  300 

Oneonta,444 

Onondaga,  390 

O<«OIIDA0A  COITMTT,  383 

Ontario,  580 
Ontario  Cotnrrr,  403 
Oppenheim,  174 
Oquaffo.  70 
Oran,  392 

Oranob  Commr,  411 
Orange,  532 
OraiiKetowii,  478 
Oranei'ville,  6U3 
()riA>kanv.  377 
OriKkany  Falls,  360 
Oriean«.  212 
ORLBA.N4  CotTjrrr,  499 
Orville,  383 
Or^'HI,  432 
(>ilHira'»  Bridre,  174 
(Miorn<'vUie,  189 
Owian,  60 
Oifwvgaichte,  485 
()«wiito,  432 

OSWKOO  (foUNTT,  431 

OwefEO,  549 
On-KO,  445 
OriKo.  3l^2 
Oiisville,  423 
Otto.  86 
Ot<H«o,  445 
Or  B BOO  Couimr,  430 
Otaelic  Kfi 
Ovid.  525 
Owanco.  81 
Owennville.  597 
OxIh)w,  201 
Oxford,  102,  411 
Oyster  Bay,  462 
Crater  Ponda,  545 

Painted  Pout,  533 
Palatine,  VS 
Palermo,  438 
PalmerB*  dimen,  105 
Painelia,  212 
Palmvra,  580 
Paradox,  158 
Panama,  90 
Paris,  366 
Pariah.  438 
iPaiiihTtUe,  «B 


8 


i0oinrriB8,  TOWfrsHiPS,  vngLAOBs. 


Puna,  910 

PatcJiofue.  S3S 
Paienon,  449 
Patroon'a  Miili,  4M 
Pavilioo,  180 
Pawliiif.  137 
Peeksf  iH  ^  9S$ 
Peckville,  13S 
Pekin,  348 
Pelham,  9M 
Pembroke.  190 
PeiidJetm),  XS7 
Penfltfkl.  986 
Puiin  Yan,  607 
Perrinton,  968 
PtTry,  589,  603 
PerrysbuiK,  06 
Pemr«vil.ef  106| 
Perda,e6 
Peru,  106 
PeruvUle,  S99 
Peterboro',  960 
Petnreburs,  460 
Penh,  174 
PI>araalU^  104 
Pbel(M,409 
Pbiladelpiiia,S19 
Phmpabuif,  56, 
Phitipsport,  547 
PhUipstown,448 
PbcBiiix,  43&J  444 
Pierpant,  480 
PiemKNrt,  478 
PUce,61 
Piiickney,  948 
Pine  HUl,  179 
Pine  Bridge,  601 
Pine  Plaim,  137 
PiMiCo,101 
Piicaim,  480 
Pitcbfv,  104 
Pitta  Plais,  460 
Pittafleld,  447 
Ptoaford,  906 
PioatowD,  400 
PJainOekl,  447 
PlainviOe,  384 
Plattaklll,  516 
PlanekiJl,  590 
Plattibuni,  106 
Pleasant  Plaint,  133 
Pleasant  VaHgr,  137, 167 
PleanntvUle,  S09 
Plymouth,  104 
Poeaten  KiB,  460 
Poland,  00, 190 
PomfriAtOO 
Pompey,  309 
PoolTille,  950 
Portage,  61, 365 
Porter,  357 
Portland,  09 
Port  Byron,  80 
Port  Bdjilamfn,  560 
Port  CheHer,  507 
Port  Doogiaa,  155 
P(»rt  Genesee,  963 
Port  GibMMt,  406 
Port  Henry,  158 
Port  Hickson,  560 
Port  Jackson,  978 
Port  Janrls,  417 
Port  Jifleraon,  534 
Port  Kent,  155 
Port  Randall,  155 
Port  Rkhnioiid,  473 
PortTllle,  86 
Potsdam,  480 
Potter,  607 
Potters  HoDotr,  59 
Poufhkeepsie,  137 
Pouebquake,  133 
Poandridfte,  507 
Prattsbuis,83l 


PrattsvHIe,  180 
Pratia  Hollow,  997 
Preble,  195 
Preston,  105 
Princeiown,  500 
Providence,  493 
Pulaski,  438 
Puiieiiey,  539 
Pulteney  ville,  563 
PtrrMAM  Cotnmr,  448 
Putnam  Valley,  459 
Putnam,  575 
Pulvers  OomenL  137 
PunchklN,  516 

Quaker  Hill,  137 
Queciisbury,  566 

QUBKXS  CoiTUTT,  459 

Queenstoo  Heights,  349 
Ouincy,  99 
Cluogue,543 

Ramapo,  489 
Ramerton,  464 
Raodolplj.  87 
RajMomvlUe,  551 
Rawsonvllle,  167 
Raynertown,  456 
Reading,  539 
Redfiekl,438 
Redford,  113 
Redbook,  140 
Red  MillvMO 
Remsen,  366 
Renaselaer,  460 
RBNSSBI.ABK  CotniTT,  463 
Rensselaerbuig,  484 
Rensselaer's  MU^  460 
RensselaerviUe,  51 
Reynales  Basin,  350 
ReynoMrrUle.  599 
Rhioebeck,  141 
RlceTUIe,66 
RMgeway,  430 
Richfleld,447 
Richford,  551 
Richland,  438 
Richmond,  400 
Richmond  Coumtt,  473 
RlchmoiidvUle,  516 
Richvilte,  180, 484 
Rlga,9W 
Ripley,  99 
RlTerbead,  540 
Roanoke,  180 
Rochester,  966, 550 
Rock  aty,  137,  408 
Rock  Glen,  135 
Rockland,  547 
RocKLAVD  CotnnTt  475 
Rodman^VI 
Rome,  366 
Romulus,  995 
Rondouhc,557 
Root,  983 
RQsde,400 
Roae,589 
Roaendale,  590 
RoBTllIe,  475 
Rouses  Point,  160 
Rotterdam.  500 
Roxbury,  130 
Royalton.  390 
Rush,  970 

RushvUle,  406;  949, 607 
Rushford,  65 
Rnsse«,400 
Rnsiria,  190 
Rutland,  919 
Rutledge,84 
Rye,  507 

Sacketts  Raitor,  908 
HartMit,&43 


8l  JohuffUt^  IS 
8l  Regis,  163 
Salem,  99,  579 
8aUna,303 
SalWmry,  190, 4U 
SaK  Point,  137 
BamjMOfidale,  470 
Bantord,  73 
Sandusky,  89 
Sandlake,  460 
Sandy  Creek,  430, 438 
Sandy  HiU.  578 
Sangerfield,  370 
Saraiiac,  113 
Saratoga,  40(3 
Sardinia,  153 
Sabatuoa  Cotmrr,  401 
Saratoga  Sprlnp^  408 
Saugerties,  590 
Saquoit,  366 
Savannah,  569 
Sawpitts,  597 
Scaiadale,  597 
Scotchtowo,  498 
Schaghtkoke,  460 
Schenectady,  500 
Schoharie,  an 
ScBOHAjtiB  Couimr,  515 
Schodac,400 
Schroon,  158 
Sctiroeppel,  439 
Schultz  Comers,  133 
Schuyler,  199 
Schuylerrille,  493 
SclencevUle,  180 
Scio,  65.  430 
Sdpk),^ 
Scotia,  507 
Scott,  195 
Scottsville,  971 
Scrlba,430 
Searrimrg,  417,  558 
BempronTus,  81 
Seneca,  400 
Sbnbca  Cotnrrr,  589 
Seneca  Falls,  585 
Sennet,  81 
Separate,  148 
Seward,  584 
Setauket,  534 
Shandakra,  590 
Sharon,  584 
Shawangunk,  590 
Shdby,  430 
Shelter  Island,  541 
Sheklon.603 
Shenanooah,  139 
Sherburne,  105 
Sheridan,  99 
Sherman,  99 
Sherman's  Mflk,  460 
Shook  vine,  137 
ShortsviUe,  408 
Shumla,93 
Sibley's  Comers,  970 
Sidney,  130 
Siloani.OOO 
Silver  Creek,  90 
Slndalrville,  88 
Sli«  Sing,  593 
Skanamwa,  375 
Skeneatales,  401 
Sloansville,  583 
SlaterviUe,598 
Sleepy  HoOow,  509 
Smithborougb,  551 
Smith's  Comeia,  88 
Smithfldd,aOO 
Smithtown,  516,  541 
SmithviUe.]Q5,90I, 
Smoky  HoNow,  114 
Smyrna.  109 
Socius,589 
Soleaville,  900 


0oldB,188 
8oaieni,S07 
SomerviitaL^O 
8oinenei,390 
Booth  BrM.4U 
South  Em,  431 
BoullifieU,479 
Southampton,  543 
BoutboM,  945 
SoutkpoitfOO 
South  Saiera,  990 
Bpaflbrd,403 
Sparta,  949, 593 
BpeigkAoo,  468 
Speed  vllle,5a9 
8peneer*s  Barin,  809 
Bpeneer,  551 
Spencerlown,  114 
Spencer's  Cainen,  137 
Speunk,  543 
Bpracker's  Basin,  961 
Sprii«6eU,  447 
Sprtngmill,  60 
Springport,  81 
Springtnwn,  590 
Spriiigwater,  851 
Sprinivllle.  198 
Stamford,  139 
Siafloid,  180 
Stanfonl,  148 
Stanton  RIU,  180 
Siapleton,475 
Stark,  190 
Starkey,  608 
Stepbentown,  460 
Sterling,  81 
Steuben,  371 
Stbcbcn  Ootmrr,  997 
Stewart's  Oomen,  148 
StiUwater,  490 
St.  Johiwille,  883 
St.  Helena,  008 
St.  Lawkbbcb  Co.  48i 
Stockbrldfe,  860 
Btoekhohii,  400 
Stockport,  198 
Stockton,  09 
Stone  Arabia,  968 
Stone  Mil,  818 
Stonybrook,  534 
Btormville,  135 
Btowe's  Square,  830 
Stratford,  174 
BtrykersviUe,  518, 688 
Stuart's  Corneta,  88 
Btuyvesant,  199 
BurroLB  Cotnmr,  933 
Bii^r  Loaf,  498 
Bulhvan,980 
StTLuvAK  Cotnrrr,  Mf 
Bummer  Hill,  81 
Summer  Valley,  57 
Summit,  594 
Sweden,  971 
Syracuse,  309 

Taberg,  300 
Taghkanfe,  183 
Takx>a's  Covnen,  88 
TalooitviOe,  830 
TannersviOe,  180 
Tappan,  478 
Tarry  town,  568 
Theresa,  901 
Thompson,  547 
Thonpsonvi0e,548 
ThrooosviOe,  80 
Tfconderaga,  158 
Tkiga,5Sl 
TiooA  Conrrr.  548 
romhenlek,  460 
Tompkina,  139 
TonrKiNs  Cninmr,  591 
Tsaipkii»vlHa,4(74 


OOURTIIB,  TOWNSHIPB*  VILLAOBk 


M«|  ^Mi  _^ 


Tlte«le,73 

Ttwiiitim,  sw 

Tnuioo,  1» 


TufBer*!  Conoi, ! 
Twiii,i4S 
Tytennlli.  tXS 
Tyi«,aB 
Trraae,SB 


I'unm  Corrrrr,  555 

CMdaiii,447 
TMiaa  PorlBi  447 

Cika  Uinwn,  SSI 
CwM  Palk,  106 
I'skMi  8qiML'«.  438 
Cttinn  XilJi.  1S7 
Coioa  Spili^vii  81 
riioo  Vale.  14S 
Citkv  VUlipK,  571 
luaaville,  490, 5U3 
I'ppfr  Landioi,  135 


l'Da.3n 


riliil*,110 

rvritafv.0 

Tu8ai«n,409 


ririck,SJ6 
T«|t^l4i 


Vemont  875 
Verona.  3T5 
VerwUlei,  80 
VMper,4U3 
V*«al,74 
Veteran,  W 
Victor,  4(1 
VIeiory.ai 
Vienna,  375,400 
VlUenura, « 

viisii,  ns 

Volaey,43B 
VorlMCinrUle,S78 

Waddington.  485 
WadiMai*!  MUta,  lO 
WaiincoU.SM 
Walu  Cornen,  57$ 
Waldeii,4S3 
IVain,I54 
WaUI(lll,4gB 
Wal  ai,  IM 
IValwoith,  583 
WanpwrUle,  «0 
Warren,  190, 476 
WAaaaii  CoDirrr,  501 
WafrenMrara,  587 
WaMw,0OL605 
Warwick,  4» 
WaaMnftiOB,  149 
WAaBiNOTOiiCo.,  587 
lVaahin|ioovUle,411, 430 
Waddi«toB  HoHoir,  137 
WaiertMrg,55S 
Waierborouith,  00 
Waterford,505 
Waterloo,  500 
Waaertown,  SIS 
WatenrlllB,  371 


Waterrille  OonKfiL  181 
Water  Valley,  153 
WatervlleL54 
Wai«»,9Ci 
WawaiBloff,  580 
Wayne,  533 
Wayrb  CoimTri  578 
WvlMler,  971 
W«!ltabufr,00 
Weedqujrt,  80 
Welle,  101 
WertAbiMmd,05 
Wert  BhuMDlleM,  411 
WertFanm,  507 
Woalfleld.  03 
Wert  Galwair,  187 
Wert  MiHbnf,  09 
Wert  Polot,  411 
Wertcherter,  507 
WaaTCBBeTia  Co.t 
Werterto.55 
Wertern,  376 
Wertfield,  475 
Wertford,  448 
WertJiaiDploD,543 
Weaunonslaiidi,  370 
Wertport,189 
WertTro]r,54 
Wert  Turin,  SMS 
WertTlUe,  100,  448 
WcfberrtMd,  004 
WbeaiOeM.  350 
Wheatland,  971 
Wlwder,  533 
WUte*i  Comen,  153 
White  Creek,  578 
Whitehall,  577 
WhliehaveD,  153 
White  Plaint,  508, 
Whtteahomagh,  377 
Whiteetonm,  377 


WhheittoBe,  4SB 
Whlt«evUlcOO.Sll 
WhulockvIHe,  584 
WiLet.  1S5 
WilllainBburf,  934 
WllllaiKMon,»3 
Williamrtown,  919, 
Willianuvllle,  143 
WiUrtxmNigh,  lOS 
Wilmington,  189 
Wllmurt,  100 
Wilna,  919 
WilM>ii,  330 
Wilton,  5U0 
WinaniTllIe,  188 
Wlndhaoi,180 
Wiiidtw,  70 
WinOehLlOtf 
Winton,  100 
Wirt,  06 
Wok»lt,583 
Woodburn,5f7 
Woodhiill,538 
WoodPtock,95e,981 
WoodviUe,  9U8 
Woreerter,448 
WitfUboni',  547 
WyuanlAili,  404 
Wyomlnff,  003 
Wyojumo  Comrrr, 


Yatca,430 

Yatbi  CoriiTT,  004 

YateeTllle,  005,  008 

Yaughcrlpplebuah,  558 

yonkera,Oai 

York,  951 

Yorktbire,  87 

Yorklown,f>01 

YoTkvUle,m3n 

Younptown,  357 


POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTIES  IN  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  IN  1840. 


AlJsanr 68,546 

Aitiinj 40,920 

BrMT»e, 22*348 

tt^nuguMf 26,803 

Cir:?!, 50,362 

Cbuiauqiie, 47,641 

ftemuitf 20,731 

Cjfr.Mgo, 40,779 

CjiK«,,. 28.178 

0,:-j3Sia 44,237 

CrrJud 24,605 

JUware, 35,363 

Assess 52,488 

Jtj                  62,153 

Wi':. :;;;:;.' 23,611 

.'.irliia, JM52 

hujM.          18.038 

Ot-.*^  ■  '  59.640 

Cn,^  '  *    30.446 

^:^ 1*907 


Herkimer. 37,378 

Jeffereon, 61,064 

Kings. 47,613 

Lewis, 17,849 

Livingston. 35,710 

Madison. 40,007 

Monroe, 64,912 

Montgomery, 35,801 

New  York, 312,932 

Niagara, 31,114 

Oneida, 85,327 

Onondaga, 67,914 

Ontario, 43,501 

Orange. 50,733 

Orleans. 25,015 

Oswego. 43,820 

Otsego, 49,412 

Putnam. 12,825 

Queens, 30,324 

Rensselaer. 60,303 

■M  ■-■■■■  I  !■»    ■       1   I         I  I 

s 


Richmond, 10,985 

Rockland, 11,874 

Saratoga, 40,450 

Schenectady, 17.233 

Schoharie, 32,351 

Seneca, 24,868 

St.  Lawrence, 56,693 

Steuben,  45,992 

Suffolk, 32,469 

Sullivan,  15,630 

Tioga, 20,350 

Tompkins. 38.113 

Ulster, 45,724 

Warren, 13,470 

Washington. 41.095 

Wayne, 42,160 

Westchester. 48,687 

Yates, 20,448 

Total ig.429^76 
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COITNTIES,  TOWNSHIPS,  VILLAGES. 


ColainlnM,  100 
Oonearllle,  518 
ConeMit,944 
Coney  liilaiid^S37 
Ooohuct(m.530 
ConkllOfTS 
CoonewwiiOi  84 
Conquealf  01 
CoMtabie,  165 
OoiMtableviUe.918 
CoofUnUa,  431 
CooiwvUle,  406 
CofMUie,  116 
Ooopentown,  445 
Copenhagen.  830 
Corbeau.106 
Corfu,  180 
Corintb,  402 
CorDwail,  411 
CornwaJltvUle,  188 
Corum,  534 
•  Cortlandt,  585 
CoRTLANDT  Comnr,  US 
CorUandtvilie,  1S3 
Cuvvntry.  100 

Covliigtno,  608 
CowlevTille,  609 
CozMckie,  188 
Craiirmilha,  411 
Crawford,  417 
Crotnn,  585 
Crown  Point,  156 
Cuba,  59 

Cuddebackvine.417 
Currytownf  983 
CuietMgut,  54S 

Danby,599 

Danube,  109 

Dan0vllJe,94O,S3D 

Darien,179 

DttriivUle,  550 

Davenport,  196 

Day,4n 

Dayanvflle,  M9 

Dayton,  84 

Deuwvllle,  305 

Decatur,  444 

DeerAeld,36l 

Deer  Paric,  417 

DefHeaivHIe,  464 

DeKalb,484 

Delavan,87 

DKLAWAia  Commr,  195 

Detaail,09 

DHhl,  196 

Delphi,  309 

Denmark,  930 

Depauville,  901, 484 

Deppyiier,484 

Depnait,13l 

De  KoytfT,  950 

I>ewit,383 

Hester,  901 

Deztervllle,  80 

Diana,  CO 

Pkkenion,  165 

Diz,»S 

Dobb'a  Feny,  587 

Dover,  133 

Dora,  73 

DrMden,  587, 605 

I>ryden,558 

Daant,  165 

DuanerimnL  907 

Dundee,  608 
Dunkirk,  91 
Durham,  188 
Durham  vine,  S79 
OoTcaBaa  Comm,  131 


Eagle  Harbor,  430 
Baat  Bk)omAeld,  408 
Ea«  Cheater,  587 
Eaat  Hampton,  535 
EaMoo,56B 
Eaton,  956 
EddyivUle,557 
Edenville,  498 
Eden,  153 
Edinburg,  489 
EdmeMoo,444 
Edward%484 
Elba,  170 
£lbrldge,383 
Eienburg,  106 
EllenvUle,  560 
Ellery,  80 
Elllcott,  80 
Enkottvine.85 
Ellington,  80 
ElUfburg,  908 
Elmlra,05 
Ellsabethtown,  156 
Elmore**  Crimen,  556 
Enfield,  558 
Ephraia,  167 

EaiB  CODNTT,  148 

Eri«fviUe,960 
Eiwin,530 
Erin,  00 
Eflopua,556 
Eiperane,  583 
Kawx,  156 
E«WBZ  CocHTT,  154 
Etna,  552 
Evaiii,  153 
Evans*  Milla,  811 
Exeter,  444 

Fablufl,  384 
Factory  vllk,  474, 540 
FairneJd,  103 
Falrhaveti,  430 
Falrport  Baain,  966 
Fall  Creek,  5S 
Fall*butf,547 
FarmeravlUe,  84, 585 
Farmiiigton,  408 
Far  Riickawaj,  456 
Fayettevllle,  387 
Federal  Store,  137 
Fenner,9S8 
Felt'i  Mill,  919 
Finchville,  493 
FbhklU,  134 
Flandens543 
Flaibuah,  835 
Flatlande,  935 
Fleming,  80 
Florence,  301 
Florida,  978,  498 
Floyd,  361 
Fluatiing,  453 
Fluvanna,  80 
Fonda*!  Buili,  167 
ForrcKburg,  547 
Fbrartvllle,  00 
Fort  Ann,  568 
Foft  Edward,  508 
Fan  Miner,  560 
Fon  Covington,  165 
Fort  Hunter,  tre 
Fort  Plain,  879 
Foilerdale,  70 
FowteiavUle,  951 
Fowler,  484 
Frankfort,  194 
Franklin,  197. 165 
FaANSLOi  Corimr,  168 
FrankllnviUe,  85, 186, 384 
Frankvine,  105 
Fredonla,00 
Freedom,  85 

~  1J7 


Freehold,  188 
Freetown,  1S4 
French  Creek,  89,  901 
French  MUto,  165 
Friendship,  60 
Falloms  Basin,  986 
Fulton,  430,  518 
FultooTlUe,  978 

Oahiet,  430 
Gainesville,  603 
Galen,  57d 
GallaUn,  116 
Galway,  403 
Gardner's  Island,  536 
GarrrtsvUle.  444 
Gasport,350 
Gates,  963 
Gay  head,  135, 188 
Geddea,394 
Genesee,  60 
Gkmksks  CoxjirrT,  174 
Gene8Po,245 
Genoa,  8U 
Geneva,  400 
Georgetown,  950 
German  Finis,  194 
German,  100 
Germaiitown,  116 
Gerry,  89 
Ghent.  116 
Gilb<ia,516 
Gllbertsvllle,  440 
Giluian,  191 
Glen,  378 
Glenn  Falls,  566 
Glencadia,  183 
Glencoe,  119 
Gkmham,  135 
Glenville,  507 
Gorham,  408 
Goshen,  417 
Gouvemeur,  484 
GraAon,  464 
Graiiby,  431 
Granger,  60 
Granville,  570 
Grav«>8n>d,  236 
Great  Bond,  301 
Great  Valky,  85 
Greece,  863 
Greenbush,  464 
Grkknb  CotniTT.  181 
Green  Haven,  133 
Greene,  100 
Greenport,  545 
Greenfield,  499 
Green  River,  114 
Green's  Corners,  870 
Greemburg,  587 
Greenville,  188 
Greenwich,  571 
Grerawofid,  531 
Greig,839 
Greffpvill«>,  851 
Griffin's  Mills,  143 
Groton,  559 
Grove,  60 
Groveiand,  946 
Grosvenor's  Comen,  516 
Guilderland,  51 
Guilford,  101 

Hadley,409 
Hague,  565 
Hair  Moon,  409 
Hallet**  Cove,  461 
Hall's  Mills,  S3 
Halsey  vlUe,  553 
Hamburg,  153 
Hamilton,  990 
Hahiltoit  Cotmrr,  180 
Hammertown,  137 
Hammond's  Port,  533 


Hammond,  484 
Hamden,  138 
Hampton,  378,  579 
Hampmnbiirg,  418 
Hague,  565 
Hancock,  138 
Hanford's  Landing,  364 
Hannibal,  431 
Hanover,  89 
Hariaem,  338 
Harmony,  90 
HarpervfiHd,  128 
HarpersviJ]e,72 
Harrisburg,  330 
Hartfieid,  88 
Harrison,  SOU 
Hartford,  135. 579 
Hartlaiid,  348 
Hartsville,  143 
Hanwick,  444 
Hartville,  387 
Hsstings,  431,  587 
Havaua,  94 
Hfbron,  579 
Haverstraw,  476 
Head-of-ihe-river,  541 
Hebnin,  573 
Hector.  552 
HHena,  4K) 
Hempstead,  455 
Hemp^ead  Harbor,  463 
Henderson,  303 
Henrietta,  364 
HKREiMsa  t.'otnmr,  101 
Ilerkiuier,  194 
Henuiiage.  604 
Hernion,  484 
Hicksviile,  463 
High  Falls,  558 
Hillwlale,  116 
HiiiHlnle,  85 

Hitclicock*M  ComeTB,  133 
Hoban,  132 
Hoffman,  158 
Hognnsburv,  163 
Holland,  153 
Hollcy,  430 
Homer.  134 
HfHMiick,  466 
Hope,  191 
Hopkiiiton,  484 
Hopewell,  135,  408,  417 
Horiom,  S<i5 
Honthy,  531 
Hometiiville,  531 
Houiuifif  kl,  203 
HouM;vill*>,  342 
Howard,  531 
Hoytes,  525 
Hud»<on.  IIG 
Hughwmville,  135 
Hull's  Mills,  143 
Hume,  60 
Huuiphrt>y,  85 
Hunter,  188 
Huntington,  530 
Hurley,  5!» 
Huron,  579 
Hyde  Park,  137 

Independence,  60 
Ira,  80 

Irelnndville,  533 
Imndequoit,  265 
fslip,  540 
Italy,  605 
Ithaca,  553 

Jackson,  444,  573 
Jacksonburgi  444 
Jacksonville.  348,  5f 
Jamaica.  458 
Jamestown,  89 
Jamesville,  383 


COUNTIES,  TOWNSHIPS,  VILLAGES. 


Jay. 157 
JaTm.MB 
JcAnokflSLSB* 
Jsm 

J4 


l».Mr 


JonUji.ai9 
Juaiuft.  SS 


p,  157 
US 

KeiKSdai  vifie.  SS 
KcaiKdf '•  MiAk  » 
KcaL40 
KiDAertoak.U? 

KDHCTTOOC 

Kiaciboto*.  IQf 

Kinpbury.  579 
Ki9i«*  Coi-^rrr.  211 


KinKjr's  ConMoi  411 
Kiitland.361 
Kirfc^-tte.  3t?7 


Knox,  a 
KooxvUle,  S8 
Koruifht,  130 
iSl 


LaftyctK,a»4 

Latmyeae  Comen.  137 
LaGmwe.  137,003 
Lairdf^-iUe.Sn 
Lake  PfcMui.  191 
Lakir\illr.tia»4e 
IBM  ■mi  U3 
LaiMaic.5SI 
Lhtlf  Britain.  419 
Lanrififbuif,  4B 
Laona.yi 
LawyemiBe.  516 
Laaeto^-iile,  167 
Vatbr«>p'»  Comcn,  83 
.ittinlovrn.  59 
LaumH,444 
Lawrviice.  444 


LM.36S 

Le«»Tillp.9M 

Lp  Fararville,  SIS 
SI6 


as 


LcRay.Sll 
Leiny,  179,  444 
LerauitfuflO 
Utwv^  157 
Lewtabnro*,  590 
Lbwu  Cocrrty 
LfeiriMon,34rt 
LeziBfinn.  189 
JLeyden.  S39 
Llbnty.  530,  547 
Lla>a.SM 
Ltaieklaen.  101 
Liodky,531 
lJDdoa,430 
LMoa,4d4 
LWe,:S 
IMchtkUi,  196 
Utile  PaUi,  196 
Llule  Valley,  as 
lJnkUiiea.»4 
LhrciFool,a94 
.U9 


£1 


.Lc>«x£k.  SB 
:  L^c^orTTic;.  447 


t  Va:<«v.  516 


ISS 


SUiry.365 


;«ille.  IJi 
4« 

Manatuck,  5iS 
Maaawan.  134 

MaulKvv  UL\».  387 
)laiUdavilk.  44S 
Matftvld.  174 
MayTine.a8 

Mfckknbur|.5a 
Medina.  430 
Sletrilaii.  S6S 
Mcntz.W 
MerrduJL  130 
Mexkn.43S 
Mkldl- bury,  608 
MiddlHwff,  5ia 
MMdh-Orid.  444 
Middkport.  199.  399 
Middle  SeoHDcnt,  9SS 
MkldleKZ,607 
Middlerille,  194 
Mkkileiown,  130, 49B|  49 

4"^ 
Milan,  80. 137 
MID  Brook,  158 
MUlen  Place,  534 
Mliford,444 
MUta»wii.449.453 
SUItna,  4B9, 550 
MiUTUIe,^464 
Milo»697 


MliW,90 

n,SI9 

157 

419 
MIZTile,6i 
Mohawk,  194, 980 


Movww  CocuTT,  M3 
89 


15p 


N< 

NoiMk, 
Naith  AiMriiL  m 
NonlHapMi,174 
North  CmI%^8B6 
Nortliaeld7475 
Nor^b  HempMead,  403 
North  EaiC,  137 
North  Port,  540 
North  Salem,  596 
Northvllle,  174 
Northnnbertaod,  403 
Norway,  199 
Norwich,  108, 463 


Nyacfc,  478 

Oakftrti,17f 
OakbiimW 
O^Ofchai4.430 
CWIvT«e;44S 
|ahia.l99 


IcSj 


iCiEn«.5» 


•  B 


174 


0*i 
Op     _ 

r>v«r.  50 

r.  445 


I  Crm  i  le.  49 
iTa^V-.  44S 

lOii£.  SSi 
-OvaKc  a] 
1 0««iwi  !•*.  J97 

J  Of'*-;-  i«i.4:i 
;0»iae'B«*.4e 
i  CHwtf  P<»*L  5ft» 


174 
Nkboinlli,  484 


Paan>».  ftB 


a.3:S 

158 
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WHmriBS,  TOWlfSHIPS,  VTUmAQMB. 


Panna,9IIS 
PatclMfue.  93S 
Pateraon,  449 
Patro<ui'iMii]i,4M 
Pavilloo,  IdO 
Pawlinff,  137 
PeekaKili^  »B 
Peckville,  13S 
Pekin,  348 
Pelham,  9M 
Pembroke,  180 
PeiidJeUN),  XS7 
PenAeM.  986 
Peiin  Yan,  607 
Perrinton,  906 
Perry,  589,  603 
PerrysbuTK,  06 
Perrywlle,  106| 
Perria,80 
Peru,  106 
PtTUvUI«,  559 
Peterboro',  980 
PetPrBburg,  460 
Perth,  174 
Piiamila.  104 
Phelps,  400 
PbUadelpi]te,919 
Philipabuif ,  56, 
Phllifwport,  547 
PhUi|Mlown.449 
PhcBiiix,  430, 444 
Plerpoot,  480 
Piennont,478 
PiJce,61 


Piiickney, 
Pine  Hill,  179 
Pine  Bridge,  601 
Pine  Plalna,  137 
PiMico,191 
Piicaim,  480 
Pitcher,  104 
Pitta  Plata,  400 
Pinafleki,  447 
Pittaford,  968 
Plni(own,400 
Plainaekl,  447 
PlainviOe,  384 
Plattaklll,  516 
Planeklll,  599 
Plattaburv,  106 
Pleaaant  Plalna,  133 
Pleasant  VaD^137, 167 
Pleaaamvine,  909 
Plymouth,  104 
Poeaten  KID,  400 
Polaod.  1^190 
PomftettOO 
Pooipey,  309 
PiKiliriJle,  950 
Portage,  61, 365 
Porter,  357 
Portland,  09 
Port  Byron,  80 
Port  Beq^in,  560 
Port  Chener,  507 
Port  Doogiaa,  155 
Port  Geneaee,  961 
Port  GibMMt,  406 
Port  Henry,  156 
Port  HickaoD,  560 
Pon  JackaoB,  978 
Port  Jarria,  417 
JPort  Ji  ffemrn,  534 
Port  Kent.  155 
Port  Randall,  155 
Port  Richnioiid,  475 
PonTll)e,86 
Poladam^480 
P<«ter,  007 
Potters  HoOnw,  59 
Pouf  hkeciMle,  137 
Pouffbquake,  133 
PoundridBt,  507 
PratlilNug,839 


FrattarWe,  180 
Pratta  Hollow,  987 
Preble,  195 
PreMon,105 
Princetown,  500 
Providence,  493 
Pulaaki,43B 
Pulieiiey,  539 
Pulteney  vllle,  563 
PvTNAH  Ck>inrrT,  448 
Putnam  Valley,  459    - 
Putnam,  575 
Pulvera  Oomen,  197 
PunchkIN,  516 

Quaker  Hill,  137 
Quecnabory,  566 
QuBBNt  Coirimr,  459 
Queenstoo  Ueigiiti,  349 
aoincy,  99 
duogue,  543 

Ramapo,489 
Ramerton,  464 
Randolph.  87 
RajisomWUe,  551 
Rawaoaville,  167 
Raynertown.  456 
Reading,  539 
Red6ekl,436 
Redford,  113 
Redhook,  140 
RedMUIa.449 
Remaen,3Q0 
Rrnawlaer,  460 
RBNiiBi^n  Ck>iniTT,  463 
Renaselaerbuig,  484 
Renawlaer's  MUla,  460 
Renawlaerville,  51 
Keynalea  Baiin,  359 
ReynoMmrille,  5(B 
Rhiwdwck,  141 
RIceville,  M 
RIdgeway,  430 
Richfield,  447 
Richfbrd,  551 
Richland,  438 
Richmond,  400 

RlCHMOlTD  COUMTT,  473 

RichmondirlUe,  516 
Richvilte,  180, 484 
Riga,  906 
Ripley,  18 
Riverbead,  540 
Roanoke,  180 
Rochester,  966, 550 
Rock  City,  m.  409 
Rock  Glen,  139 
Rockland,  547 
RocKUkjtn  CocirrTt  475 
RodmaB^l9 
Rome,  366 
RomiiJuB,895 
Rondouhc,557 
Root,  983 
RQide,490 


Roaendale,  556 
Rnaivifle,475 
Routes  PolntvlOO 
Bollardam,5uO 
Roxbury,  130 
Royatton.  390 
Rush,  910 

RusbvUle,  408;  549, 607 
RiwhfofdJIS 
Rnasel,  490 
Rnsiria,  100 
Rutland,  919 
Rutla^84 
Rye,  507 

Sacketts  Raitor.  901 
Saa  Harbor,  Ml 


Bt.  JoliiWTtta,9B9 
8l  Regis,  163 
Salem,  99,  575 
8aUua,303 
SalWmry,  190, 4U 
SaK  Point,  137 
Bampaoiidale,  470 
Bantord,  73 
Sandusky,  85 
Sandlake,  469 
Sandy  Creek,  430, 438 
Sandy  HUl.  579 
SangerfieU,  370 
Saraiiac,  113 
Saratoga,  403 
Sardinia,  153 
Sabatooa  CotTMTT,  401 
Saratiiga  Springa,  400 
Saugertlcs,  550 
Saquoit,  366 
Savannah, 589 
Sawpitta,  597 
Scaiadaie,  597 
Scolchtowo,  498 
Schaghtlcoke,  460 
Schenectady  jSOO 
Schoharie,  590 
ScHOBABiB  Couimr,  515 
Bchodac,  469 
Schroon,  158 
Sctiroeppel,  430 
Schultz  Comers,  133 
Schuyler,  199 
SchuylerviUe,  493 
SciencevUle,  189 
Scio,  65, 430 
Sdpio,81 
Scotia,  507 
Scott,  195 
Scottsville,  971 
Scrlba,4» 
Seandmrg,  417.  559 
BemprooTus,  81 
Seueca,  400 
Sbnbca  Cotnrrr,  59S 
Seneca  Falls,  585 
Sennet,  81 
Separate,  149 
Seward,  594 
Betauket,534 
Shandakra,  550 
Sharon,  594 
Shawangunk,  599 
Shelby,  430 
Shelter  Island,  541 
Sheklon.  603 
Shenandoah,  135 
Sh«tume{105 
Sheridan,  99 
Bheiman,  99 
Sherman^a  Mllli,  460 
ShookviUe,  137 
ShortsviUe,  406 
Shumla,99 
Sibley**  Comera,  970 
Sidney,  130 
Silaani,900 
Silver  Creek,  90 
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NEW    YORK. 


OUTLINE    HISTORY. 


Theke  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  first  Europeans  who  landed  on 
the  soil  of  New  York,  were  the  crew  of  a  French  vessel  under  the 
command  of  John  de  Yerrazzano,  a  Florentine,  in  the  service  of 
Francis  I.,  of  France.  ''  Yerrazzano  had  been  for  some  time  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  four  ships,  in  cruising  against  the  Spaniard!. 
These  vessels  being  separated  in  a  storm,  the  commander  resolved 
with  one  of  them,  the  Dauphin^  to  undertake  a  voyage  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  new  countries.''  About  the  middle  of  March,  1534, 
he  arrived  on  the  American  coast  near  Wilmington,  N.  C.  From 
this  point  he  proceeded  as  far  south  as  Georgia.  He  then  turned 
and  proceeded  northward,  until  he  came  to  about  the  latitude  of  41° 
north,  where  he  entered  a  harbor,  which,  from  his  description,  is 
believed  to  be  that  of  New  York.* 

It  appears  from  Yerrazzano's  account,  that  he  stayed  in  the  harbor 
about  fifteen  days.  It  seems  he  had  much  intercourse  vrith  the  natives 
of  the  country.  "  They  came  on  board  his  ship  frequently,  and  without 
reserve ;  traded  with  him  freely  for  such  articles  as  he  needed,  and 

Senerally  attended  his  men,  in  greater  or  smaller  numbers,  whenever 
ley  went  on  shore."  He  sailed  from  the  harbor  on  the  6th  of  May, 
and  proceeded  as  far  north  as  the  coast  of  Labrador ;  from  thence 
he  sailed  for  France,  where  he  arrived  in  July.  In  a  letter  to  the 
king,  he  gave  an  account  of  his  voyage,  giving  the  name  of  New 
France  to  the  country  he  visited.  As  nis  voyage  neither  produced 
nor  promised  any  addition  to  the  revenues  of  France,  his  discoveries 
were  not  pursued,  and  even  the  memory  of  it  was  almost  forgotten. 
It  is  supposed  that  Yerrazzano,  in  a  subsequent  voyage,  was  cut  to 
pieces  and  devoured  by  the  savages. 

In  1607,  a  London  company  fitted  out  a  ship  under  the  command 
of  Henry  Hudson,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  a  northwestern 
passage  to  the  East  Indies.  This  voyage,  and  another  the  next  year 
■■^ 

*  An  account  of  thia  voyage,  given  in  a  letter  to  the  French  king,  yt  found  in  Richvd 
Hakluyt's  Voyages,  Navigations,  &«.,  published  in  1600,  in  London,  in  Ma9%  TOls.  fclio. 
Tt  is  republished  in  vol.  i.  of  the  Coll.  of  the  New  York  Ifist.  Soc. 
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for  the  same  purpose^  both  proyin^  unsuccessftdy  the  company 
pended  their  patronage.  Hudson  then  went  to  Holland,  and  entered 
into  the  service  of  the  celebrated  Dutch  East  India  Company.  Thia 
company  fitted  out  a  small  ship,  named  Half  Mooti,  unaer  the  com- 
mand of  Hudson,  with  a  crew  it  is  said  of  twenty  men,  Dutch  and 
English.  Hudson  left  Amsterdam  on  the  4th,  the  Texel  on  the  6th 
of  April,  and  arrived  on  the  American  coast  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1609,  near  Portland,  in  the  state  of  Maine. 

Pursuing  his  course  southward,  Hudson  came  to  Cape  Cod,  where 
he  landed,  about  the  dd  of  August  After  this,  he  sailed  southward 
and  westward  for  one-and-twenty  days,  ^making  remarks  on  the 
soundings  and  currents,"  until  he  came  to  the  entrance  of  Chesapeak 
Bay,  about  the  24th  of  August  From  this  point,  he  returned  north- 
wsurd  along  the  coast,  and  on  the  28th  discovered  Delaware  Bay 
During  the  six  following  days,  Hudson  pursued  his  northerly  course, 
until,  on  the  3d  of  September,  1609,  he  anchored  within  Sandy  Hook. 

**  The  next  day,  the  4th  of  September,  he  sent  a  boat  on  shore  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing.  The  tradition  is  that  his  men  first  landed  on 
Coney  island,  which  lies  near  to  Long  Island,  and  now  makes  a  part 
of  Kmgs  county.  On  the  same  day  the  natives  came  on  board  his 
ship,  as  she  lay  at  anchor,  conducting  themselves  with  great  apparent 
friendliness,  and  discovering  a  strong  disposition  to  barter  the  produce 
of  their  country  for  knives,  beads,  clotnes,  and  other  articles  of  a 
similar  kind.  The  next  day,  the  5th  of  September,  Hudson  again 
sent  his  boat  on  shore,  for  the  purpose,  as  appears  from  the  journal, 
of  exploring  and  sounding  the  waters  lying  to  the  south,  within  Sandy 
Hook,  and  forming  what  is  now  called  the  Horse  Shoe.  Here  the 
boat's  crew  landed  and  penetrated  some  distance  into  the  woods,  in 
what  is  now  Monmouth  county,  in  New  Jersey.  They  were  very 
well  received  by  the  natives,  who  presented  them  very  kindly  with 
What  the  journal  calls  '^reen  tobacco,'  and  also  with  Mried  cur- 
rants f  [these  were  probably  whortleberries,]  which  are  represented 
as  having  been  founa  in  great  plenty,  and  of  a  very  excellent  quality. 

**  On  £e  6th  of  September,  Hudson  sent  a  boat  manned  with  five 
hands  to  explore  what  appeared  to  be  the  mouth  of  a  river,  at  the 
distance  of  about  four  leagues  from  the  ship.  This  was  no  doubt 
the  strait  between  Lon^  and  Staten  islands,  generally  called  the 
Narrows.  Here,  the  wnter  of  the  journal  observes,  •  a  good  depth 
of  water  was  found ;'  and  within,  a  large  opening,  and  a  narrow 
river  to  the  west;  in  which  it  is  evident  he  refers  to  what  is  now 
called  the  Elills,  or  the  channel  between  Bergen  Neck  and  Staten 
Island.  In  exploring  the  bay  and  the  adjacent  waters,  the  boat^ 
crew  spent  the  whole  day.  On  their  way  in  returning  to  the  ship 
towards  night,  they  were  attacked  by  the  natives,  in  two  canoes ;  the 
one  carrying  fourteen  men,  and  the  other  twelve.  A  skirmish  ensued* 
in  which  one  of  Hudson's  men,  named  John  Colman,  was  killed  by 
an  arrow,  which  struck  him  in  the  throat,  and  two  more  were 
wounded.  The  next  day  the  remains  of  Colman  were  interred  on  a 
point  of  land  not  fieur  mm  the  shin^  which  from  that  drciu&ftanca 
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received  the  name  of  Colinan*8  Point ;  and  which,  probablyy  was  the 
same  that  is  now  called  Sandy  Hook. 

**  On  the  Sthf  9th  and  10th  days  of  September,  Hudson  still  rode 
cautiously  at  anchors  without  the  Narrows,  and  seems  to  have  been 
chiefly  emjdoyed  in  trading  with  the  natives,  and  in  guarding  against 
any  insidious  attacks  whicn  might  have  been  meditated  bv  tnem,  and 
which  he  evidently  feared.  On  the  11th,  he  sailed  through  the 
Narrows,  and  found,  as  the  writer  of  the  journal  expresses  it, '  a  very 
good  harbor  for  aU  winds.'  On  the  12th,  he  first  entered  the  river 
which  bears  his  name,  and  sailed  up  about  two  leagues.  On  these 
two  days  the  ship  was  visited  by  great  numbers  of  me  natives,  who 
brought  Indian  com,  beans,  tobacco,  and  oysters,  in  abundance,  and 
exchanged  them  for  such  trifles  as  the  ship's  company  were  disposed 
to  barter.  They  had  pipes  of  *  yellow  copper,'  in  which  they 
smoked.  They  had  also  various  ornaments  of  copper ;  and  earthen 
pots,  in  which  they  dressed  their  meat    But,  although  they  were 

*  civil,*  as  the  writer  of  the  journal  tells  us,  and  *  made  show  of  love,' 
Hudson  did  not  think  proper  to  trust  them ;  and  by  no  means  would 
sufier  any  of  them  to  remain  on  board  during  the  night 

^  From  the  12th  to  the  22d  of  September,  Hudson  was  employed 
in  ascending  the  river.  The  journal  represents  it  in  general  about  a 
mile  wide,  and  of  a  good  depth,  abounding  with  fish,  among  which 
were  '  great  store  of  salmons.'  As  he  advanced,  he  found  the  land 
on  both  sides  growing  higher,  until  it  became  *  very  mountainous.' 
This  high  land,  it  is  observed,  ^  had  many  points ;  the  channel  was 
narrow,  and  there  were  many  eddy  winds.'  In  his  passage  up  the 
river,  the  natives  frequently  came  on  board  of  his  ship,  and  sometimes 
in  considerable  numbers,  but  always  in  an  amicable  manner. 

^  Hudson  appears  to  have  sailed  up  the  river  a  little  above  where 
the  city  of  Hudson  now  stands ;  and  beyond  that  point,  he  himself 
never  ascended.  Not  considering  it  as  safe  to  proceed  farther  with 
his  ship,  he  sent  a  boat  with  five  hands,  (the  mate,  who  had  the 
command  of  the  expedition,  bein^  one,)  to  explore  and  sound  the  river 
higher  up.  The  boat  proceeded  eight  or  nine  leagues  bevond  where 
the  ship  lay  at  anchor ;  but  finding  the  soundings  extremely  irregular, 
and  the  depth,  in  some  places,  not  more  than  seven  feet,  it  was  judged 
unadvisable  to  attempt  any  farther  progress.  It  is  evident  from  the 
whole  account,  that  the  boat  went  as  far  as  where  the  city  of  Albany 
now  stands. 

"  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  farther  they  went  up  the  river, 
the  more  friendly  and  hospitable  the  natives  appeared.  After  they 
had  passed  the  highlands,  the  writer  of  the  journal  observes :  '  There 
we  found  a  very  loving  people,  and  very  old  men ;  and  were  well 
used.'  On  the  18th  of  September,  when  the  ship  was  lyinc  about 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  below  the  present  situation  of  Albany, 

*  the  mate,'  it  is  farther  observed, '  went  on  shore  with  an  old  sava^ 
a  governor  of  the  country,  who  took  him  to  his  house  and  made  him 
good  cheer.'  At  this  place  the  savages  flocked  on  board  the  ship  in 
considerable  numbers,  bringing  with  them  com,  tobacco,  pumpHns^ 
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and  grapes,  and  some  of  them  beaver  and  otter  skins,  whieh  thev 
exchanged  for  hatchets,  knives,  beads,  and  other  trifles.  On  the  90tli 
of  September,  Hudson  and  his  crew,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
experiment  on  the  temper  of  the  Indians,  attempted  to  make  a  number 
of  their  principal  men  drunk.  But  though  they  '  were  all  merry/ 
as  the  journalist  expresses  it,  only  one  of  them  appears  to  have  been 
completely  intoxicated.  This  phenomenon  excited  great  surprise 
and  alarm  among  his  companions.  Thev  knew  not  what  to  make 
of  it,  and  it  was  not  until  the  next  day,  when  he  had  completely  re- 
covered, that  they  became  composed.  This,  so  far  as  we  know, 
is  the  iirst  instance  of  intoxication  by  ardent  spirits^  among  the  Indi- 
ans on  this  part  of  the  American  continent  It  is  very  remarkable  that 
amonff  the  Six  Nations  there  is  a  tradition,  still  very  distinctly  pre- 
served, of  a  scene  of  intoxication  which  occurred  with  a  company  of 

the  natives  when  the  ship  first  arrived On  the  22a  of  the 

month,  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  natives  being  restored,  a  number 
of  their  chiefs  came  on  board  the  ship  as  she  lay  at  anchor.  Tbii 
interview  the  writer  of  the  journal  describes  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  ^  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  they  came  on  boara,  and 
brought  tobacco  and  beans,  and  gave  them  to  our  master,  and  made 
an  oration,  and  showed  him  all  the  country  round  about  Then  they 
sent  one  of  their  company  on  land,  who  presently  returned  and  brought 
a  great  platter  of  venison,  dressed  by  themselves ;  and  they  caused 
him  to  eat  with  them.    Then  they  made  him  reverence  and  departed.' 

**  On  the  2dd  of  September,  Hudson  began  to  descend  the  river. 
On  his  way  down,  his  men  went  frequently  on  shore,  and  had  several 
very  friendly  interviews  with  the  natives,  who  expressed  a  desirtt 
that  they  might  reside  among  them ;  and  made  them  an  offer  of  lands 
for  that  purpose.  But  when  the  ship  came  below  the  highlands,  the 
savages  appeared  to  be  of  a  different  character,  and  were  extremely 
troublesome ;  especially  those  who  inhabited  the  western  side  of  the 
river.  They  attempted  to  rob  the  ship,  and'  repeatedly  shot  at  the 
crew  with  bows  and  arrows  from  several  points  of  land.  Hudson's 
men  discharged  several  muskets  at  them,  and  killed  ten  or  twelve  of 
them.  In  these  conflicts,  which  were  frequently  renewed  during  the 
first  and  second  days  of  October,  none  of  the  snip's  crew  appears  to 
have  been  injured.  The  land  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  near 
its  moutli,  was  called  by  the  natives  '  Manna-haita.^ 

**0n  the  4th  day  of  October,  (just  one  rAonth  from  the  day  on 
which  he  landed  within  Sandy  Hook,)  Hudson  came  out  of  the  river 
which  bears  his  name ;  and  without  anchoring  in  the  bay,  immedi* 
ately  stood  out  to  sea.  By  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  that  day  he  was 
entirely  clear  of  land.  He  steered  directly  for  Europe ;  and  on  the 
0th  of  November  following  he  '  arrived,'  as  the  writer  of  the  journal 
expresses  it,  '  in  the  range  of  Dartmouth,  Devonshire.'  Here  the 
journal  ends. 

**  Whether  Hudson  immediately  landed  in  England,  cannot  now  be 
clearly  ascertained ;  but  it  appears  that  he  left  Siat  country  in  Afirilt 
1610t  iuul  reached  the  American  coast  early  in  the  summer*    Ho 


toon  discovered  the  great  northern  bay  which  bears  his  name.  There, 
after  an  unwise  deliy,  he  was  compelled  to  pass  a  distressing  and 
dangerous  winter.  In  the  spring,  in  addition  to  all  his  other  misfor- 
tunes,  he  found  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  and  mutiny  growing  among 
his  crew,  and  at  length  manifesting  itself  in  open  violence.  This 
proceeded  so  far«  that  on  the  22d  of  June,  1611,  a  majority  of  the 
crew  arose,  took  command  of  the  ship,  put  Hudson,  his  son,  and  seven 
others,  most  of  whom  were  sick  or  lame,  into  a  boat,  turned  them 
adrift  in  the  ocean,  and  abandoned  them  to  their  fate.  They  never 
were  heard  of  more. 

**  Hudson  did  not  give  his  own  name  to  the  river  which  he  discov* 
ered.  The  Iroquois  Indians  called  it  Cahohatatea.  The  Mahicans, 
Mahakaneghtucy  and  sometimes  Shatemuck.  Hudson  styled  it  em- 
phatically tlie  •  Great  River,'  or  the  'Great  River  of  the  Mountains;* 
DO  doubt  from  the  extraordinary  circumstance  of  such  a  body  of 
water  flowing  through  the  mountains  without  a  cataract  The  name 
of  its  discoverer,  however,  was  early  attached  to  it  I  find  it  familiarly 
called  Hudson's  river,  in  some  of  the  public  documents  of  the  Dutch 
colonial  government ;  but  more  frequently  the  North  river,  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  Delaware,  which  was  discovered  by  the  same 
navigator,  and  which  being  within  the  territory  claimed  by  the  Dutch, 
was  called  by  them  the  South  river. 

**  The  Dutch  immediately  began  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advan- 
tage which  the  discovery  of  Hudson  presentied  to  their  view.  In 
1610,  it  appears  that  at  least  one  ship  was  sent  hither  by  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  for  the  purpose  of  trading  in  furs,  which  it  is  well  known 
continued  for  a  number  of  years  to  be  the  principal  object  of  com- 
mercial attraction  to  this  part  of  the  new  world,  f  In  1614,  a  fort  and 
trading-house  were  erected  on  the  spot  where  Albany  now  stands, 
and  c^lcd  Fort  Orange ;  and  about  the  same  time  another  fort  and 
trading-house  were  established  on  the  southwest  point  of  Manhattan 
Island,  and  called  New  Amsterdam.  The  whole  colony  received 
the  name  of  New  Netherlands." — Hist.  Discourse  by  Samuel  MiUer^ 
D.  D.,  vU.  i.  Coll.  New  York  Hist  Soc. 

In  1621,  "the  Privileged  West  India  Company"  was  formed  in 
Holland  ;  this  company  in  1623  began  its  operations  along  the  Hud- 
son, with  a  direct  view  to  colonization.  A  number  of  settlers  during 
this  year  were  sent  out,  under  the  command  of  Cornells  Jacobse  itfey, 
who  were  most  heartily  welcomed  by  the  few  previous  inhabitants. 
Before  these  arrived  they  had  been  two  years  without  supplies,  and 
had  been  obUged  to  cut  up  the  sails  of  some  of  their  boats  for  neccs- 
wuy  clothing.  In  compliment  to  Capt  Mey,  they  named  the  bay  of 
New  YoAPort  Mey,  During  the  same  year  the  forts  New  Amster- 
iam  and  Orange  were  erected,  upon  the  sites  of  the  present  cities  of 
New  York  and  Albany. 

In  1025,  the  West  India  Company  freighted  two  ships,  in  one  of 
which  Peter  Minuit  arrived  in  New  Netherland,  with  a  companv  of 
WalooDflb  ^ho  settled  on  Long  Island  opposite  New  Amsterdam. 
IB^f  It  ooondered  by  some  as  the  first  Governor  or  Director  of 
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New  NetherlancL  Subordinate  to  him,  the  gradation  of  anthoritjf 
and  rank  seems  to  have  been :  1.  Opper-Kaopman ;  2*  Onder^E^oop' 
man ;  3.  Koopman ;  4.  Assistant.  The  office  of  Oppet'-Koopwiat^ 
chief-merchant  or  commissary,  was  vested  in  Isaac  de  Raiser.  In 
four  or  five  years  the  trade  with  the  natives  was  greatly  extended* 
attracting  dealers  even  from  the  lakes,  and  from  the  banks  of  the  St 
Lawrence  near  Quebec 

In  1629,  the  company  adopted  a  charter  of  ^  Liberties  and  exemp- 
tions for  patroons,  masters,  and  private  individuals,  who  should  plant 
colonies  in  New  Netherland,  or  import  thither  any  neat  cattle."  The 
terms  of  encouragement  to  those  who  should  send  out  settlers,  were 
great  Such  as  should  undertake  to  plant  a  colony  of  fifty  souls,  up- 
wards of  fifteen  years  old,  were  to  be  acknowledged  Patroons^  a  name 
denoting  something  baronial  and  lordly  in  rank  and  means.  They 
were  allowed  to  select  lands  for  miles  in  extent,  which  should  descend 
to  their  posterity  for  ever.  Under  this  charter,  several  directors  ot 
the  company  determined  to  avail  themselves  of  these  privileges, 
among  whom  were  Samuel  Goodyn,  Samuel  Bloemart,  KiUian  V  an 
Rensselaer,  the  Heer  Pauw,  and  Jan  de  Laet.  These  persons  sent 
out  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  as  agent,  to  inspect  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  to  purchase  the  lands  of  the  natives  for  the  purpose  of 
settlement 

Owing  to  some  disturbances  in  the  colony,  M inuit  was  recalled  in 
1633,  and  Wouter  Van  Twiller  was  appomted  in  his  place.  The 
arrival  of  Van  Twiller,  as  governor,  gave  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  set- 
tlements. During  his  administration,  the  controversy  occasioned  by 
the  encroachments  of  the  English  was  begqn.  In  1638,  William 
Kaeft  succeeded  Van  Twiller  as  governor  of  New  Netherland.  In 
1642,  he  broke  up  the  English  settlement  on  Long  Island,  and  fitted 
up  two  slod^  to  drive  them  out  of  the  Schuylkill,  of  which  they  had 
possessed  themselves.  In  1643,  the  New  England  colonies  entered 
into  a  league  both  against  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  In  1646,  a  severe 
battle  was  fought  on  part  of  Strickland's  Plain,  called  Horse  Neck, 
between  the  Dutch  and  Indians.  There  appears  not  to  have  been 
any  particulars  of  the  action  preserved  ;  but  it  is  said  the  battle  was 
contested  with  mutual  obstinacy,  and  great  numbers  were  killed  on 
both  sides.     The  Dutch  ultimately  remained  masters  of  the  field. 

In  1647,  Peter  Stuyvesani  arrived  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  as  govern- 
or. He  was  a  brave  old  officer,  and  had  been  commissioned  gov- 
ernor-general of  Curacoa  and  the  Dutch  West  Indies.  He  laid  claim 
to  all  the  lands  and  streams  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Cod  ;  he 
went  to  Hartford,  and  demanded  a  surrender  to  the  Dutch  of  all  the 
lands  on  Connecticut  river.  These  claims  were  opposed,  and  left  to 
the  decision  of  arbitrators.  Long  Island  was  divided :  the  eastern 
part  was  to  be  held  by  the  English,  the  western  by  the  Dutch ;  to 
the  main,  the  boundanes  were  amicably  adjusted. 

In  1664,  Charles  II.  of  England,  disregarding  the  Dutch  claim  on 
New  Netherland,  made  a  grant  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  and 
Albany,  which  included  m  the  mainland  of  New  England,  begin- 
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ning  at  St  CitMX,  extending  to  the  rivers  Connecticut  and  Hudflon, 
^  U^^ether  with  the  said  river  called  Hiulson's  river,  and  ail  the  lands 
from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware 
Bay.**  In  order  to  enforce  this  claim  of  England  for  the  New  Nether- 
land,  an  expedition,  consisting  of  three  ships,  130  ffuns,  and  six  hun- 
dred men^  was  sent  against  it,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Rich^ 
Nichols.  On  his  arrival  at  Manhattan,  Nichols  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort.  Gov.  Stuyvesant  was  exceeding  loth  to  surrender 
without  an  attempt  at  defence,  but  the  favorable  terms  offered  to  the 
mhabitants  disposed  them  to  an  immediate  capitulation.  After  some 
firuitless  negotiation,  during  which  Gov.  Stuyvesant  pleaded  the  justice 
of  the  title  of  the  States-General,  and  the  existing  peace  between  them 
and  the  English  nation,  the  province  was  surrendered,  August  27th9 
1664,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms  to  the  vanquished. 

Having  taken  possession  of  the  country,  Nichols  assumed  the  gov- 
ernment, with  the  title  of  "  Deputy-governor  under  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Duke  of  York,  of  all  his  territories  in  America."  Kfew 
Amsterdam  was  now  called,  in  honor  of  the  Duke,  New  York,  and 
Fort  Orange,  Albany.  Gov.  Nichols  proceeded  to  erect  a  Court  of 
Assizes,  consisting  of  the  eovemor,  council,  and  justices  of  the  peace 
This  court  compiled  a  body  of  laws,  collected  from  the  ancient  cus- 
toms and  usages,  with  additional  improvements,  such  as  the  times 
required,  regarding  English  law  as  the  supreme  rule.  These  ordi- 
nances were  sent  to  England,  and  confirmed  by  the  Duke  of  York  the 
following  year. 

It  is  supposed  that,  at  the  time  Nichols  took  possession  of  the 
province,  the  Dutch  inhabitants  were  about  6000  in  number.  New 
Amsterdam,  the  metropolis,  it  is  said,  contained  about  3000  persons, 
about  half  of  whom  returned  to  Holland.  Their  habitations,  however, 
were  soon  occupied  by  emigrants,  partly  from  Great  Britain,  but 
mostly  from  New  England.  Upon  Hudson  river  there  were  many 
Dutch  settlers ;  and  upon  the  shores  of  the  Dela\Jare,  there  were 
numerous  plantations  of  Dutch  and  Swedes. 

Col.  Nichols,  after  having  governed  the  province  about  three  years, 
resigned  his  office,  and  Col.  Francis  Lovelace  was  appointed  by  the 
duke  to  succeed  hinu  Lovelace  assumed  the  government  in  1667, 
and  continued  his  administration  till  the  colony  was  re-surrendered 
to  the  Dutch.  War  having  been  declared  against  Holland,  a  small 
squadron  was  sent  over  by  the  Dutch,  which  arrived  at  Staten  Island 
July  80th,  1673.  Lovelace  being  absent  from  New  York,  Captain 
Manning,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  town,  rejected  the  aid  of  the 
English  inhabitanU,  who  offered  to  defend  the  place,  sent  a  messenger 
to  the  enemy,  and  struck  his  flag  before  their  vessels  appeared  in 
sight  As  the  fleet  advanced,  the  garrison  showed  their  willingness 
to  fight ;  but  Manning  forbade  a  gun  to  be  fired,  under  pain  of  death, 
and  surrendered  the  place  unconditionally  to  the  invaders.  He  was 
afterwards  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  pleaded  guilty  to  all  the 
charges  preferred.  His  sentence  was  as  extraordinary  as  his  con- 
duct ;  it  was,  that,  *"  though  he  deserved  death,  yet,  because  he  had 
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since  the  surrender  been  in  Endand,  and  seen  the  king  and  duke*  h 
was  adjudged  that  his  sword  should  be  broke  over  his  head,  in  pub- 
lic, before  the  City  Hall ;  and  himself  rendered  incapable  of  wearing 
a  sword,  and  of  serving  his  majesty  for  the  future,  in  any  public  trust 
in  the  government** 

Anthony  Clove  was  constituted  the  Dutch  governor,  but  he  remained 
in  the  office  but  a  short  period.  A  treaty  of  peace,  in  1674,  was 
concluded  between  the  Dutch  and  English,  by  which  New  Nether- 
land  was  restored  to  the  English.  The  Duke  of  York,  to  remove  all 
controversy  respecting  his  property  in  America,  took  out  a  new  patent 
from  the  king,  and  commissioned  Major  Edmund  Andros  **  Governor 
of  New  York,  and  all  his  territories  in  these  parts."  Andros,  as  the 
agent  of  a  despotic  master,  was  unpopular  to  the  people  under  his 
government,  mid  involved  himself  in  disputes  with  the  neighboring 
government  of  Connecticut 

The  province  of  New  York,  about  the  year  1678,  contained  twenty- 
four  towns,  villages,  and  parishes.  Fifteen  vessels,  on  an  average, 
traded  yearly  with  England,  importing  English  manufactures  to  me 
value  of  £50,060  sterhng.  Its  annual  exports,  besides  pease,  beeC 
pork,  tobacco,  and  peltry,  consisted  of  about  sixty  thousand  bushels 
of  wheat  The  city  of  New  York  contained  3,430  inhabitants,  and 
owned  only  three  ships,  eight  sloops,  and  seven  boats.  "  A  trader 
worth  £500  was  considered  a  substantial  merchant ;  and  the  planter, 
worth  half  that  sum  in  movables,  was  accounted  rich.  All  the  es- 
tates in  the  colony  were  valued  at  £150,000.  Ministers  were  scarce, 
and  religions  many.  The  duke  maintained  a  chaplain  at  New  York, 
which  was  the  only  certain  endowment  of  the  church  of  England. 
There  were  about  twenty  houses  for  public  worship,  of  which  about 
half  i^'ere  vacant  The  law  made  it  obligatory  upon  every  district 
to  build  churches,  and  provide  for  their  ministers,  whose  compensa- 
tion varied  from  £40  to  £70  a-year,  besides  a  house  and  garden. 
But  the  Presbytsrians  and  Independents,  the  greater  and  more  sub- 
stantial portion  of  the  inhabitants,  only,  showed  much  willingness  to 
comply  with  the  requisition.  There  were  no  beggars  in  the  province, 
and  the  poor  were  well  cared  for.  The  militia  amounted  to  2000, 
including  140  horsemen ;  and  some  regular  troops  were  maintained 
for  the  torts  at  Albany  and  New  York.^ 

Col.  Thomas  Dongan  arrived  at  New  York,  in  August,  16M,  as 
the  successor  of  Andros  in  the  government  He  immediately,  on  the 
request  of  the  magistrates  of  New  York,  gave  orders  that  an  assem- 
W^  shonld  be  elected  by  the  freeholders.  This  assembly,  consisting 
of  a  council  of  ten,  and  eighteen  representatives,  convened  at  Hemj^ 
stead  on  the  17th  of  OctoW.  They  passed  an  act  of  general  natural- 
isation ;  an  act  declaring  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  a  Bill  of  Rights ; 
one  for  defraying  the  expense  of  government ;  and  a  few  others,  r^u- 
lating  the  internal  affairs  of  the  province.  In  1686,  James  II.  having 
come  to  the  throne,  on  the  renewal  of  Gov.  Dongan's  commission, 
refused  to  confirm  the  privileges  granted  when  he  was  Duke  of  York. 
The  tssemUy  was  prabihitso^  sm  eiders  ware  given  to  Dongan  10 


^  sufer  no  priniing-preMs  in  his  govemment."  Much  disaffection 
arofle  at  this  limey  among  the  colonists,  on  account  of  the  appointment 
of  professed  Catholics  to  the  principal  crown  offices.  At  this  period 
there  were  in  the  province  4000  foot,  800  horse,  and  one  company 
of  dragoons.  The  shipping,  belonging  to  the  city  of  New  York,  had 
increaMd  to  nine  or  ten  three-masted  vessels,  of  about  80  or  00  tons ; 
900  or  300  ketches  or  barks,  of  40  tons ;  and  about  twenty  sloops^ 
of  twenty-five  tons. 

In  1687,  the  French  court  aimed  a  blow,  which  threatened  the 
British  interests  in  North  America.  M.  Denonvilie,  with  1500  French 
and  500  Indians,  took  the  field  against  the  Senecas,  one  of  the  con- 
federated tribes  of  the  **  Five  Nations,^  who  were  the  friends  of  the 
En^iish.  An  action  took  place  near  the  principal  Seneca  village,  in 
which  100  Frenchmen,  ten  French  Indians,  and  about  eighty  of  the 
Senecas  were  killed.  Denonvilie,  the  next  day,  marched  forward  to 
bum  the  village,  but  found  it  in  ashes.  The  Senecas  had  burnt  it» 
and  fled.  After  destroyiiLK  the  com  in  this  and  several  other  villageSt 
the  French  returned  to  Canada.  For  this  attack,  and  other  outrages 
committed  by  the  French,  the  confederated  Five  Nations  thifsted  for 
revenue.  **  On  the  36th  of  July,  1688,  twelve  hundred  of  their  men 
landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  of  Montreal,  while  the  French 
were  in  perfect  security,  burnt  their  houses,  sacked  their  plantations^ 
and  put  to  the  sword  all  the  men,  women,  and  children,  without  the 
skirts  of  the  town.  A  thousand  French  were  slain  in  this  invasion» 
and  twenty-six  carried  into  captivity,  and  burnt  alive.  Many  more 
were  taken  prisoners  in  another  attack,  in  October,  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  island  wholly  destroyed  ;  only  three  of  the  confederates  were 
lost,  in  all  this  scene  of  misery  and  desolation."  Nothing  but  the 
iniorance  of  the  Indians,  in  the  art  of  attacking  fortified  places,  saved 
Coinada  from  being  utterly  cut  ofi*. 

In  1688,  it  was  determined  to  add  New  York  and  the  Jerseys  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  England,  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  ap- 
pointed captain-general  and  vice-admiral  over  the  whole.  Governor 
Dongan  was  removed  from  his  office  of  governor,  and  Francis  Niched- 
son,  who  had  been  lieutenant-governor  under  him,  was  appointed  in  his 
stead.  The  constitution,  established  on  this  occasion,  was  a  legisla^ 
tive  and  executive  governor,  and  a  council,  who  were  appointed  by 
the  king,  without  the  consent  of  the  people.  The  news  of  the  acces- 
sion of  William  and  Mary,  in  1689,  to  the  throne  of  England,  was 
ioyfully  received  in  New  York.  Andros,  the  tyrant  of  New  Eng- 
land, was  seised  at  Boston.  Jacob  Leisler,  with  forty-nine  men, 
seised  the  fort  at  New  York,  and  held  it  for  the  protestant  king  and 
queen  of  England. 

Leister's  assumption  of  the  command  at  New  York  excited  a  spirit 
of  envy  and  hatred  among  many  of  the  people,  at  the  head  of  whom 
were  CoL  Bayard  and  the  Mayor,  who,  unable  to  make  any  eflectual 
resistance,  retired  to  Albany.  A  letter  arriving  from  the  En^sh 
ministry,  addressed  *"  To  Francis  Nicholson,  Esq.,  or,  in  his  absence, 
to  such  aa^for  tho  time  bcingt  take  caie  for  preserving  the  peace  and 
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administering  the  laws  in  his  majesty's  provmce  of  New  York,  &a  " 
to  do  every  thing  pertainmg  to  the  office  of  lieutenant-govemor,  tUl 
farther  orders — ^rficholson  having  absconded,  Leisler  considered  the 
letter  as  addressed  to  himself,  and  accordingly  assumed  the  office  of 

Sivemor.  The  people  of  Albany,  though  friendly  to  William  and 
ary,  refused  subjection  to  Leisler.  They  were  however  compelled 
to  submit  to  his  authority  by  an  armed  force  under  Milbom,  his  son- 
in-law.  The  colonists  continued  in  a  state  of  contention  nearly  two 
years.  During  this  period,  the  French  and  Indians  from  Canada,  in 
1690,  surprised  Schenectady,  and  massacred  sixty  men,  women,  and 
children. 

In  1601,  Col.  Henry  Slough ter  arrived  at  New  York,  as  governor 
of  the  province  ;  which  was,  at  this  time,  by  an  act  of  the  assembly, 
divided  into  ten  counties.  The  arbitrary  acts  of  James  were  repealedt 
and  the  former  privileges  of  the  colonists  were  restored.  Leisler 
and  Milbom,  having  made  a  foolish  attempt  to  retain  their  authority, 
were  imprisoned  on  a  charge  of  high  treason.  They  were  tried  by 
a  special  commission,  and  sentenced  to  suffer  death.  Gov.  Sloughter 
hesitated  to  command  their  execution,  and  wrote  to  the  English  min- 
isters for  directions  how  to  dispose  of  them.  Their  enemies,  fearinff 
the  result  of  this  application,  made  a  petition  for,  and  earnestly  pressed 
their  execution.  **  The  governor  resisted,  until,  having  been  invited 
by  the  petitioners  to  a  sumptuous  entertainment,  he  was,  when  hii 
reason  was  drowned  in  wine,  seduced  to  sign  the  death-warrant. 
Before  he  recovered  his  senses,  the  prisoners  were  executed.''  Slouffh- 
ter  died  suddenly,  in  July,  1601,  and  ended  a  short,  weak,  and  turou- 
lent  administration. 

Upon  the  death  of  Sloughter,  the  government,  pursuant  to  the  late 
act  tor  declaring  the  rights  of  the  people,  committed  the  chief  com- 
mand to  Richard  Ingoldsby.  His  authority  was  terminated  by  the 
arrival  of  Col.  Benjamin  Fletcher,  who  arrived  with  the  commission 
of  eovemor,  in  August,  1602.  Fletcher  is  represented  as  a  man  of 
violent  temper,  shallow  capacity,  and  avaricious  disposition.  He 
made  considerable  disturbance,  by  his  effi>rts  to  establish  the  Episco* 
pal  form  of  church  government  in  the  province.  By  virtue  of  a  com* 
mission  which  he  held,  Fletcher  attempted  to  take  the  command  of 
the  militia  of  Connecticut ;  and  went  to  Hartford,  in  that  colony, 
while  the  legislature  were  in  session,  to  compel  obedience.  While 
attempting  to  have  his  commission  read  to  the  train-bands  at  that 
place,  Capt  Wadsworth,  their  senior  officer,  ordered  the  drums  to 
Deat,  and  told  Fletcher,  who  commanded  ^  silence,''  that  if  he  was 
interrupted  he  would  ^  make  the  sun  shine  through  him."  Fletcher 
upon  this  desisted,  and  returned  to  New  York. 

Early  in  1608,  Count  Frontenac,  with  a  force  of  6  or  700  French 
and  Indians,  made  an  incursion  into  the  Mohawk  country,  and  biu^ 
prised  an  Indian  village  on  the  river,  slew  many  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  took  800  prisoners.  Col.  Schuyler  hastened  to  the  assistance  of 
his  allies,  and  with  about  800  Indians,  mostly  boys,  followed  the  re» 
treating  enemy,  and  several  skirmishes  ensued.    When  the  Fpunek 
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reached  the  north  branch  of  Hudson's  river,  a  cake  of  ice  opportunely 
ferved  them  to  cross  it ;  and  Schuyler,  who  had  retaken  about  fifty 
Indians,  desisted  from  the  pursuit  The  French,  in  this  expedition, 
lost  about  eighty  men,  and  such  were  their  sufferings,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  eat  their  own  shoes  ;  the  Iroquois,  while  in  pursuit,  fed 
up(Mi  the  dead  bodies  of  their  enemies.  In  1696,  Frontenac  tnade 
another  descent,  with  a  large  force,  and  spread  devastation  among  the 
possessions  of  the  Five  Nations.  After  this  expedition,  the  Indians 
m  the  English  interest  continued  to  harass  the  inhabitants  near  Mon- 
treal, and  similar  parties  in  the  French  interest  to  harass  those 
near  Albany,  until  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  in  1607. 

In  1698,  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellamont,  arrived  as  the  successor  of 
Fletcher,  and  his  commission  included  the  governments  of  Massachu- 
setts and  New  York :  and  for  the  latter,  he  brought  with  him  his 
kinsman,  John  Nanfan,  as  lieutenant-governor.  Piracy,  at  this  time, 
prevailed  in  the  American  seas  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  inhabitants 
ai  several  colonies  were  accused  of  giving  the  pirates  aid.  The  most 
noted  of  these  marauders  was  a  Captain  Kidd,  the  remembrance  of 
whom  is  kept  alive  by  the  belief  that  he  buried  immense  sums  of  money 
akxig  the  coast  To  suppress  piracy  was  one  of  the  avowed  purposes 
of  the  king,  in  selecting  a  man  of  the  high  rank,  resolution,  and  integ- 
rity of  the JBarl  of  Bellamont  The  earl  died  in  1701,  and  Nanfan,  the 
lieutenant-governor,  assumed  the  command.  Lord  Combury  was 
appointed  governor  the  following  year. 

Combury  began  his  admmistration  by  espousing  one  of  the  factions 
in  the  colonv  which  had  its  rise  from  Leisler,  who  was  executed  for 
treason.  By  a  series  of  outrageous  acts,  he  endeavored  to  establish 
the  Episcopal  party.  He  prohibited  the  Dutch  ministers  and  teach- 
ers from  exercising  their  functions  without  his  special  license,  and 
imprisoned  some  of  them  for  disobeying  his  orders.  This  tyrant  was 
the  grandson  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  first  cousin  of  the  queen. 
**  Having  dissipated  his  substance  in  riot  and  debauchery,  and  being 
compelled  to  fly  from  his  creditors,  he  obtained  from  his  patron  the 
government  of  New  York,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  queen,  who 
added  the  government  of  New  Jersey.  His  character  is  portrayed 
as  a  compound  of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  rapacity  and  prodigality, 
voluptuousness  and  cruelty,  united  with  the  loftiest  arrogance  and 
the  meanest  chicane."  itis  dissolute  habits  and  ignoble  manners 
completed  the  disgust  with  which  he  was  universally  regarded ;  and 
when  he  was  seen  rambling  abroad  in  the  dress  of  a  woman,  the  people 
beheld  with  indignation  and  shame  the  representative  of  their  sove- 
reign and  the  ruler  of  the  colony.  In  1709,  the  queen  was  compelled 
to  revoke  his  commission  by  the  complaints  of  the  people  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey.  When  deprived  of  his  oflUce,  his  creditors 
put  him  in  prison  in  the  province  he  had  governed,  where  he  remain- 
ed till  the  death  of  his  father  elevated  him  to  the  peerage,  which 
entitled  him  to  liberation. 

John,  Lord  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Hurley,  the  successor  of  Combury, 
arrived  in  the  province,  December,  1708.    The  hopes  entertained. 


from  his  exalted  chanetery  of  a  happy  adminatratioiif'wera  ftwtftladl 
by  his  death  on  the  aocoeeding  6th  of  May.  The  govemment  noW 
devolved  upon  Richard  In^ldiby,  lieutenant-ffovemor.  His  admin* 
istration  of  eleven  months  is  chiefly  distinguished  by  an  onsaccesiM 
attempt  on  Canada*  In  this  attempt,  the  province  of  New  York  dis- 
covered much  seal.  Besides  raising  several  companies,  she  precured 
•ix  hundred  warriors  of  the  Five  Naticms,  paKl  thrir  wages,  and 
maintained  a  thousand  of  their  wives  and  children  at  Albany  while 
they  were  in  the  campaign,  at  the  expense  of  about  twenty  tlioosanri 
pounds.  In  1710,  Colonel  Schuyler  went  to  England,  to  pttn  upon 
the  ministry  the  imfx>rtance  of  subduing  Canada.  The  more  efEscto* 
ally  to  accomfdish  this  object,  he  took  with  him  five  Indian  chiefi^ 
who  gave  Queen  Anne  assurances  of  their  fidelity,  and  solicited  her 
assistance  against  their  common  enemies,  the  French.* 

Brigadier-general  Robert  Hunter,  a  native  of  Scotland,  arrived  as 
ffovemor  of  me  province,  in  June,  1710.  He  brought  with  him  three 
Siousand  Palatines^  who,  in  the  previous  year,  had  fled  to  England 
firom  the  rage  of  persecution  in  Grermany.  Many  of  diese  persons 
settled  in  the  dty  of  New  York,  others  in  Livingston  Manor  in  Co- 
lumbia county,  while  others  went  into  Pennsylvania.  In  1711,  the 
assembly  of  New  York,  in  order  to  assist  the  enterprise  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Nicholson  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  passed 
an  act  for  raising  troops,  ]:estricted  the  price  of  provisions,  and  issued 
10,000/.  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  redeemed  by  taxation  in  five  years. 
Nicholson  mustered  at  Albany  two  thousand  colonists,  one  thousand 


*  **  The  mnvnX  of  the  tcwt  nchemfl  in  England,  ramde  a  great  bruit  dumigh  the  wbels 
kii^om.  The  mob  followed  wheieyer  they  went,  and  omall  cute  of  them  wen  aoU 
among  the  people.  The  court  waa  at  that  time  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  the  Prince  of 
Denmark ;  theae  American  kinga  were,  tfiersfore,  dreaMd  m  black  underelothea,  after  tl» 
Engiiih  manner ;  bnt  instead  ^  a  blanket,  they  had  each  a  acarletjn-gnin  dodi  maiill» 
edged  widi  gold,  thrown  over  all  their  other  garments.  This  dren  wbb  directed  by  tba 
drewcni  of  the  play-house,  and  given  by  the  queen,  who  was  advised  to  make  a  sbo^  cf 
them.  A  more  man  ordinary  solemnity  attended  the  audience  diey  bad  of  her  mijesly. 
Sir  Charlea  Cotterol  conducted  them  in  two  coaches  to  St  James^ ;  and  the  Lord  dunii. 
bolain  introduced  diem  into  the  royal  presence.  Their  speech  on  the  19th  of  April,  1710^ 
is  presenred  by  Oldmixon,  and  is  in  these  words : 

**  Gbbat  Qumr— We  have  undertaken  a  long  voyage,  which  none  of  am  predeeeason 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake,  to  see  our  great  queen,  and  relate  to  her  those  tlifaigi 
which  we  thought  absolutely  for  the  good  of  her,  and  us  her  allies,  on  the  othsr  side  af  tlitf 
water. 

**  We  doubt  not  but  our  great  queen  has  been  acquainted  with  our  long  and  tedious  war, 
ia  ooiyunctioo  with  her  efaUdren  sgainst  her  enemies,  the  FVench,  and  that  we  have  baao 
as  a  atrong  wall,  for  their  security,  even  to  the  loss  of  our  best  men.  We  were  na^jtaSIf 
niioiced  when  we  heard  our  great  queen  had  resolved  to  send  an  aimy  to  rednoa  Canada} 
and  immediately,  in  token  of  fiiendship,  we  hung  up  the  kettle,  and  took  up  the  hatchet, 
and  with  <me  consent,  assisted  Colonel  Nicholson,  in  making  preparations  on  th»  side  die 
lake :  but  at  length,  we  were  told  our  great  queen,  by  aome  importent  affairs,  was  prevented 
in  her  design  at  present,  which  msde  us  sorrowful,  lest  the  French,  who  had  hitherto  diaaded 
us,  diouM  now  think  us  unable  to  make  war  sgainst  them.  The  reduction  of  Canada  ii 
of  great  weight  to  oat  free  hundng ;  so  that  if  our  great  queen  should  not  be  nuniUnl  of  v^ 
we  must,  with  oar  fomiHes,  fbnake  our  country,  and  aeek  other  habitations,  or  atand  nautsr, 
either  of  which  will  be  much  sgainst  our  inclinations. 

"  In  token  of  the  sincerity  of  these  nations,  we  do,  in  theff  namea,  pressnt  our  gisal 
queen  with  these  belts  of  wampum,  sod  in  hopes  of  our  great  queen's  fitvor,  leave  it  to  hsr 
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Fdatines,  and  one  thousand  Indiaiis,  who  commenced  their  march 
towardi  Canada  on  the  28th  of  August.  A  fleet,  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Walker,  sailed  from  Boston  with  a  land  force  of  six  thou- 
sand four  hundred  men,  with  the  intention  of  joining  Colonel  Nich- 
olson before  Quebec.  The  admiral  arrived  in  the  St  Lawrence 
early  in  August,  but  owing  to  fogs  and  tempestuous  weather,  eight  or 
nine  transports,  with  about  a  thousand  men,  were  lost  by  shipwreck* 
This  put  an  end  to  the  expedition,  and  the  admiral  sailed  for  Eng- 
land. Nicholson,  who  had  proceeded  as  &r  as  Lake  George,  was 
compelled  to  retreat.  The  peace  of  Utrecht,  signed  Marc^  1713, 
put  an  end  to  hostilities,  and  continued  till  1730. 
Governor  Hunter,  after  a  wise  and  popular  administration,  left  the 

Erovince  in  1719,  and  the  command  devolved  on  Colonel  Peter  Schuy- 
;r.  In  September,  1720,  William  Burnet,  son  of  the  celebrated  Bishop 
Bumet,  arrived  as  the  successor  of  Governor  Hunter.  His  administra-> 
tion  of  seven  years  was  prosperous.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  trade  and  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  he 
erected  a  trading-house  at  Oswego,  in  the  country  of  the  Senecas. 
The  great  merit  of  Governor  Burnet's  administration  consisted  in  his 
e&ctual  effi>rts  to  diminish  the  trade  and  influence  of  the  French 
with  the  northern  Indians.  He  failed,  however,  in  his  endeavors  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  a  French  fort  at  Niagara,  by  which  they 
secured  to  themselves  the  possession  of  the  west  end  of  Lake  Ontario, 
as  they  had  previously  that  of  the  east  by  the  erection  of  Fort  Fron- 
tinac  many  years  before.  The  persecutions  in  France  at  this  period, 
which  ensued  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  drove  many  of  the 
protestant  subjects  of  Louis  XIV.  into  foreign  countries.  Many  fled 
to  this  province.  The  most  wealthy  settled  in  the  city :  others  planted 
New  Uochelle  on  the  East  river,  and  a  few  seated  themselves  at 
New  Paltz  in  Ulster  county. 

In  1728,  Colonel  John  Montgomery  received  from  Governor  Bur- 
net the  seal  of  the  province,  and  assumed  the  government  His  short 
administration,  terminated  by  his  death  in  1731,  was  one  of  tranquillity, 
and  not  distinguished  by  any  important  event.  During  his  term,  m 
1731,  the  boundary  between  New  York  and  Connecticut  was  finally 
iettl^ ;  and  a  tract  of  land  upon  the  Connecticut  side,  of  60,000 
acres,  called  the  Oblong,  was  ceded  to  the  former  in  consideration  of 
another  near  the  Sound,  surrendered  to  the  latter. 

Governor  Montgomery  was  succeeded  by  Rip  Van  Dam,  the  old- 
est member  of  the  council,  and  an  eminent  mercnant  of  the  city,  who 
held  the  government  until  August,  1732,  when  William  Cosby  ar- 
rived, with  a  commission  to  govern  this,  and  the  province  of  New 
Jersey.  The  French,  during  this  year,  erected  Fort  Frederic  at 
Crown  Point,  which  gave  to  them  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain. 
The  finances  at  this  period  were  much  embarrassed ;  while  the  fre- 
quent calls  for  supplies  imposed  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  colony. 

In  1734,  the  establishment  of  a  court  of  equity  was  agitated  in  the 
tssembly.  The  governors  had  previously  exercised  the  office  of  chan- 
oelbr,  which  bad  at  times  excited  the  jealousy,  and  produced  much 
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controversy  among  the  colonists.  The  court  party  insisted  that  the 
governor  was,  ex  officio^  chancellor  of  the  colony,  while  the  popular 
party  warmly  opposed  this  position.  After  the  clos^  of  the  session, 
there  appeared  in  the  paper  called  **  Zenger's  New  York  Weekly 
Journal,"  severe  animadversions  on  the  government  Several  printed 
ballads  likewise  appeared,  which  ridicded  some  of  the  members  of 
the  legislature.  The  governor  and  council  considering  the  subject 
worthy  of  notice,  voted  that  the  obnoxious  numbers  of  Zenffer^s 
paper,  and  two  printed  ballads,  were  derogatory  to  the  dignity  oi  his 
majesty's  government,  and  tended  to  raise  sedition  and  tumult  They 
likewise  voted  that  said  papers  and  ballads  should  be  burnt  by  the 
common  hangman.  Zenger  was  imprisoned  for  eight  months,  and 
much  ferment  was  produced  in  the  colony. 

Governor  Cosby  died  in  March,  1736.  One  of  his  last  acts  was  the 
suspension  of  Rip  Van  Dam  from  his  seat  as  councillor  of  the  pro- 
vince. After  Cosb)r's  death,  the  council  immediately  convened,  and 
George  Clarke,  the  senior  councillor,  next  after  Rip  Van  Dam,  wbm 
declared  president,  and  assumed  the  government  A  powerful  party, 
however,  was  formed  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Dam,  as  his  suspension 
from  the  council  was  by  many  declared  illegal.  The  sharp  contro- 
versy on  this  point  was  ended  in  October,  wien  Mr.  Clarke  received 
his  commission  as  lieutenant-governor. 

During  the  administration  of  Governor  Clarke,  the  colony  was 
embroiled  in  controversies  principally  relating  to  the  prerogatives  of 
the  governor  on  one  hand,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  on  the  other. 
In  tneir  second  session,  1737,  the  house  departed  nrom  their  accus- 
tomed  mode  of  proceeding,  and  instead  of  votmg  to  take  the  govern- 
or's speech  into  consideration,  voted  that  his  honor  the  lieutenant* 
governor  be  addressed.  This  address  is  a  remarkable  production 
lor  the  times  in  which  it  was  formed.  On  the  su>»ject  of  the  revenue, 
the  house  adopted  the  following  bold  and  energetic  language: 

**  The  true  causes  of  the  deficiency  in  the  reTenue,  we  believe  are  too  well  known  to 
your  honor,  to  make  it  neceasary  for  us  to  say  much  on  that  head.  Had  the  conqnenoni 
loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  met  with  a  suitable  treatment  in  return,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  we  should  now  be  weak  enough  to  act  like  others  before  us,  in  being  kviA 
beyond  our  abilities,  and  raising  sums  unnecessary  to  be  given,  and  continued  the  donatkm 
like  them  for  a  longer  time  than  what  was  convenient  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants ;  bat 
experience  has  fhown  the  imprudence  of  such  a  conduct ;  and  the  miserable  condition  to 
which  the  province  is  reduced,  renders  the  raising  of  large  sums  very  difiicult  if  not  imprte. 
ticable.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  be  plain  with  your  honor,  and  hope  you  wiD  not  take  H 
amiss  when  we  tell  you,  Uiat  you  are  not  to  expect  that  we  will  raise  sums  unfit  to  bs 
raised,  or  put  what  we  shaU  raise  into  the  power  of  a  governor  to  misapply,  if  we  can  prs* 
vent  it ;  nor  shall  we  make  up  any  other  deficiencies  than  what  we  conceive  are  fit  and 
just  to  be  paid,  or  continue  what  support  or  revenue  we  shaU  raise  for  any  longer  time  dian 
one  year ;  nor  do  we  think  it  convenient  to  do  even  that,  until  such  laws  are  paaed  as  wo 
eoncaive  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  who  have  repossd  a  trast 
in  us  for  that  only  purpose,  and  which  we  are  sure  you  will  thmk  it  reasonable  ws  ahoold 
act  agreeable  to,  and  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  shall  endeavor  not  to  deceive  them.** 

In  1788,  Captain  Norris,  of  the  ship  Tartar,  then  lying  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  made  application  to  the  mayor  for  liberty  to  impress  thirty 
seamen  to  man  his  vessel.  The  governor  and  council  ordered  the 
mayor  to  cause  the  impressment  to  be  made.    The  mayor  refused  k> 
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^imf  die  order,  and  the  goremor  and  councO  prudently  declined  ta^ 
loDg  meamme  tp  enforce  obedience.  At  the  close  of  Clarice's  admin- 
irtration,  the  imiinceii  of  the  colony  were  in  a  depressed  c<Hidition. 
'  The  duties  on  negro  slaves,  wine,  rum,  brandy,  cocoa,  and  diy 

Sda,  from  September,  1741,  to  September,  1742,  amounted  to 
197  7sL  Ifd.  only ;  while  the  expenses  of  government,  for  about 
the  tame  period,  amounted  to  upwards  of  £4,600.''  ^ 

bk  174S,  George  Clinton,  the  son  of  the  Earl  of  Lincohi,  was  ap- 
pointed to  supenede  Mr.  Clarke  as  ffovemor  of  the  colony.  Hu 
arrival  was  hi£^y  gratifying  to  the  colonists,  and  a  spirit  of  harmony 
prevailed.  In  1744,  war  was  declared  between  France  and  England, 
and  great  preparations  were  made  on  both  sides,  to  canr  it  on  with 
vigor.  A  similar  spirit  prevailed  in  their  respective  colonies  in  Amer^ 
ica.  Large  appropriations  were  made  by  the  assembly  of  New  York 
to  carry  oo  the  war.  In  1745,  the  English  colonies  united  in  an  ex- 
pedition against  Louisburg,  on  Cape  Breton  Island.  This  important 
fcrti'eas  was  surrendered  in  June.  Eisht  thousand  pounds  was  voted 
by  the  assembly  for  the  promotion  of  mis  enterprise. 

The  country  north  of  Albany  was  kept  in  a  continued  state  of 
alarm  by  Indian  warriors,  who  ranged  in  small  parties,  marking  their 
course  oy  conflagration  and  indiscriminate  slaughter.  The  fort  at 
Hoosic  was  captured  by  M.  De  Vaudreuil,  in  August,  1746 ;  and  the 
settlements  at  Saratoga  were  surprised,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
killed  or  carried  into  captivity.  These  events  caused  much  distress, 
tnd  occasioned  much  alarm  even  in  Ulster  and  Orange  counties.  The 
plan  of  the  war,  in  1746,  was,  that  a  squadron  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Warren,  with  a  body  of  land  forces,  should  proceed  up 
the  Sl  Lawrence ;  while  the  troops  from  New  York,  and  other  colo- 
nies at  the  south,  should  be  collected  at  Albany,  and  proceed  against 
Crown  Point  and  Montreal.  The  assembly  of  New  York  entered 
with  great  zeal  upon  this  design :  they  levied  a  tax  of  £40,000,  to  re- 
deem oills  issued  for  the  occasion.  In  July,  a  congress  of  the  Six 
Nations  was  held  with  the  governor,  at  Albany,  who  was  attended 
by  Ehr.  Colden,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Rutherford,  members  of  the 
counciL  The  indisposition  of  the  governor  prevented  him  from  open- 
ing the  council  in  person,  and  that  duty  fell  upon  Dr.  Colden.  The 
Indians  formally  renewed  theirpledge  to  unite  zealously  in  the  war 
against  the  French.  The  efiorts  of  the  colonies  were,  however, 
rendered  neariy  useless  by  the  failure  of  the  promised  assistance  from 

England. 

In  April,  1748,  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  simed  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  and  hostilities  soon  after  ceased.  After  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  colony  enjoyed  a  period  of  general  tranquillity.  The  in- 
lutbitants  vigorously  pursued  the  arts  of  peace,  and  by  industry, 
economy,  and  enterprise,  repaired,  in  a  ffreat  measure,  the  losses  sus- 
tained in  the  preceding  war.  In  1760,  the  entries  at  New  York  were 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the  clearances  two  hundred  and 
dgfaty-six.  Above  six  thousand  tons  of  provisions,  chiefly  flour,  were 
UfogVddf  bciirins  laige  quantities  of  grain. 
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Governor  Clinton  having  resigned,  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  arrived 
his  successor,  in  October,  1 753.  "  Clinton  is  represented  to  have  been 
mercenary ;  to  have  used  every  plausible  device,  for  enhancing  the 
profits  of  his  government ;  to  have  sold  offices  and  even  the  rever- 
sions of  such  as  were  ministerial ;  and  to  have  amassed  a  fortune, 
during  his  administration  of  ten  years,  of  more  than  £80,000  sterling. 
VjHe  became,  afterward,  governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital."  The  ad- 
ministration of  Sir  Danvers  Osborne  endured  but  a  few  days  only. 
F^ve  days  afler  his  arrival,  he  was  found  suspended  by  the  neck  in 
the  garden  of  Mr.  Murray,  with  whom  he  resided.  This  unfortu- 
nate gentleman  is  supposed  to  have  committed  suicide  on  account 
of  ghief  for  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and  by  the  embarrassments  which 
he  apprehended  would  attend  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  gov- 
ernor. 

James  de  Lancey,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant-governor  by 
one  of  the  last  acts  of  (Jovemor  Clinton,  on  the  death  of  Osborne 
assumed  the  administration  of  government  At  this  period,  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  extended  their  settlements  in  the  colonies,  and  eacn 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  most  eligible  situations  for  trading-houses 
and  forts.  Mutual  complaints  of  aggression  were  soon  followed  by 
open  acts  of  hostility. 

In  1754,  a  convention  of  delegates  firom  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland, 
with  the  lieutenant-governor  and  council  of  New  York,  was  held  at 
Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  upon  some  scheme  for  the  com- 
mon defence.  Tne  plan  for  a  political  union,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, a  delegate  from  Pennsylvania,  was  adopted  on  the  4th  of  July. 
This  plan  nad  the  singular  fortune  to  be  rejected  by  the  provincial 
assemblies,  because  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  crown ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  be  rejected  by  the  crown,  because  it  gave  too  much 
power  to  the  people. 

In  September,  1755,  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  a  distinguished  naval  offi- 
cer, arrived  in  New  York  with  commission  of  governor.  Being 
ignorant  of  civil  affairs,  he  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  De 
Lancey,  and  was  guided  altogether  by  his  counsels.  Early  in  the 
«pring  of  this  year,  the  colonies  made  preparations  for  vigorous  exer- 
tions against  the  enemy.  An  expedition  was  planned  against  the 
French  in  Nova  Scotia,  another  against  the  French  on  the  Ohio,  a 
third  against  Crown  Point,  and  a  fourth  against  Niagara.  The  first 
expedition  resulted  in  the  reduction  of  Nova  Scotia.  That  against 
the  French  on  the  Ohio  failed  by  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock, 
who  was  drawn  into  an  ambuscade  of  French  and  Indians  near  Fort 
du  Quesne.  The  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Wm.  Johnson,  tnough  unsuccessful  in  its  main  object,  served,  in 
a  measure,  to  dispel  the  gloom  occasioned  by  the  defeat  of  Braddock. 
Governor  Shirley,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  command  of  the  expe- 
dition against  Niagara.  He  advanced  to  Oswego,  where,  being  pooriy 
iupplied  with  provisions,  the  expedition  was  abandoned,  and  tl^  troops 
returned  to  Aloany.     Donng  the  winter  and  spring  foUewiag^ 


luding  pwcHBB  ef  weBtera  Indianf  committed  many  atrodtief  in  the 
•ooBties  of  Orange  and  UlUter. 

In  the  ptaa  of  operations  ibr  the  cammign  of  1756^  Niagara  and 
&own  Feint,  then  in  possession  of  the  Fradch*  were  the  principal 
poinia  of  attack.  Owmg  to  the  improvidence  of  Ghm.  AbercromUe^ 
then  in  oommand,  in  the  absence  or  Lord  Loudon,  nothing  of  imjport* 
anee  wbb  eflfected  by  the  English  forces.  In  August,  Sf  arquis  de 
MontcaJm,  commanifer  of  the  French  troops  in  Canada,  captured  the 
two  forts  at  Oswego^  which  he  demoKshed,  took  1,600  men  prisonerSt 
with  130  cannon,  14  mortars,  two  sloops-of-war,  200  boats  and  haU 
leauz,  with  a  large  quantity  of  stores  and  provirions.  The  campaign 
of  1757  was  eqiuJly  unsuccessful  on  the  part  of  the  Ei^ish.  Fort 
WiUiam  Henry,  cm  Lake  Georee,  with,a  garrison  of  8,000  men  under 
(M.  Monro,  was  compelled,  after  a  brave  defence,  to  surrender  to 
Montcalm.  This  event  gave  the  French  the  command  of  the  lake 
and  the  western  frontier. 

In  1756,  the  celebrated  William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham,  now  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  British  ministry,  gave  a  new  tone  to  their  measures^ 
nd  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  colonies.  The  tide  of  success  was  soon 
turned  in  &vor  of  the  Eln^lish,  which  continued,  with  few  exceptions^ 
tiD  Canada  was  subjected  to  their  arms.  The^an  for  this  year  com- 
prdioided  three  expeditions,  viz,  Louislnurg^  Ticanderoga^  and  jFWI 
ig  QMesne.  Louisburg  surrendered  to  Gen.  Amherst  in  July.  Gen. 
Abercrombie,  with  an  army  of  16,000  men,  passed  Lake  George  and 
fliade  an  attack  on  Ticondero^a.  After  a  contest  of  four  hours,  he 
was  compelled  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  nearly  two  thousand  in 
Uied  and  wounded.  Abercrombie,  after  his  defeat,  sent  Col.  Brad- 
itreet,  with  8,000  men,  against  Fort  Frorrtenac,  on  the  northeastern 
ade  of  the  outlet  of  Lake  Ontario.  Bradstreet  sailed  down  the  lake^ 
knded  within  a  mile  of  the  fort,  and  in  two  days  compelled  it  to 
amrender.*  The  garrison  at  Fort  du  Quesne,  unsustained  by  their 
nvage  allies,  on  the  24th  of  November  abandoned  and  burnt  this 
fortress  on  the  approach  of  the  British  army  under  Gen.  Forbes. 

Great  Britain,  having  resolved  to  annihilate  the  French  power  in 

*  The  •xpediiioo  under  Col.  Bradstreet  conawted  of  the  following  troops  >— Regulam, 
lJS;R<7al  artillefy,  30 ;  New  York  prorincialB,  1,113  ;  MaMachusetts  do.,  675 ;  New  Jer. 
mj  do^  413 ;  Rhode  Island  do.,  318 ;  batteaiunen,  300 ;  and  about  60  rangers ;  in  all 
1,015.  The  regulars  were  commanded  by  Capu  Ogilvie,  and  the  artillery  by  Lieut  Brown, 
Tke  New  York  troops  consisted  ot  two  detachments.  The  first  commanded  by  Lieutenaiiu 
Sftesl  Chariea  CKntoo,  of  Ulster,  amounting  in  the  whole  ^  o  440,  under  Capts.  Ogden,  of  WesU 
fhawer,  Peter  Dubois,  of  New  York,  Samuel  Bladgely,  of  Dutchess,  and  Daniel  Wright,  oi 
Qneens.  Tbe  second  wss  commanded  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Isaac  Cone,  of  Queens,  and 
M^NaiiMttiel  Woodhull,  of  Snifolk,  amounting  to  668,  under  Captains  Elias  Hand,  of  SnC 
Mk,  Rid^rd  Hewlett,  of  Qaeens,  Th<»nss  Arrowsmith,  of  Richmond,  William  Humphrsy, 
sf  Ititfhtes.  EHyenexer  Seeley,  of  Ulster,  and  Peter  Yates  and  Goosen  Van  Schaick,  of  AU 
Way.  The  troops  left  Fort  Stanwiz,  August  14th,  1758,  and  the  fort  capitulated  on  the 
t7A.  The  commander  of  the  fort  was  exchanged  for  Col.  Peter  Schujrler.  Col.  Cone, 
who  had  disdngnished  himself  in  the  three  preying  campaigns,  with  a  part  of  hii  troops, 
vsbaiecrcd  to  erect  a  battery,  in  the  night  of  the  96th,  in  the  nudst  of  the  enemy's  fbe, 
^^ikh  m  the  morning  commanded  their  fort,  and  led  to  an  immediate  surrender.  The 
celmi  leceifed  e  afaght  wonnd,  hut  not  so  serers  ss  to  unfit  him  for  duty.  The  dettek. 
tp  gcrt  a>wiK<h>  lOlk  rf  flsftsiber.''    Owdmet  Qmt.  ^ NmB  Tmk, 
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America,  made  adequate  preparations  for  the  campaign  of  1T8IL 
The  colonies  now  displayed  that  zeal  with  which  aie&  pursue  their 
interests  when  animated  with  well-founded  hopes  of  success.  The 
legislature  of  New  York  authorized  a  levy  of  2,680  men,  and  issued 
the  sum  of  £100,000  in  bills  of  credit,  bearing  interest,  and  redeem- 
able in  1768,  by  the  proceeds  of  an  annual  tax.  The  impositions,  in 
the  space  of  five  months  of  the  year  1750,  amounted  to  9625,0001 
At  the  instance  of  Gen.  Amherst,  a  loan  of  £150,000  was  made  to 
the  crown,  which  was  paid  in  specie. 

The  contemplated  points  of  attapk,  in  1759,  were  TVomiferem, 
Croum  Pointy  Niagara^  and  Quebec.  Gen.  Amherst  took  Ticonde* 
ro^  and  proceeded  to  Crovm  Point,  which  surrendered  without  op- 
position. In  July,  Gen.  Prideaux  invested  Niagara,  but  was  slain  by 
the  bursting  of  a  cohort  in  the  trenches.  The  fort  was,  however, 
captured  bv  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  succeeded  him  in  conmiand. 
On  the  Idth  of  September,  a  severe  battle  was  fought  between  the 
British  forces  under  Gen.  Wolfe,  and  the  French  under  Montcalm. 
Both  these  commanders  were  killed,  the  French  were  defeated,  and 
Quebec  surrendered  to  the  British  arms.  In  the  ensuing  spring  of 
1760,  the  French  made  a  fruitless  attempt  to  recover  Quebec  On 
the  8th  of  September,  Montreal,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  and  all 
other  places  within  the  government  of  Canada,  were  surrendered  to 
his  Britannic  majesty. 

The  conquest  of  Canada,  by  preventing  the  incursions  of  the  French 
and  Indians  into. the  territory  of  New  York,  removed  a  great  obstacle 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  Gov.  De  Lancey  died  suddenly, 
July  dOth,  1760.  Cadwallader  Colden  assumed  the  government,  as 
president  of  the  council,  and  received  the  appointment  of  lieutenant* 
ffovemor  in  August,  1761.  Mr.  Colden  was  superseded  by  General 
Kobert  Monckton  on  the  26th  of  October.  This  gentleman  being 
placed  at  the  head  of  an  expedition  against  Martinique,  on  the  15u 
of  November,  left  the  government  of  the  province  to  Mr.  Colden, 
under  an  agreement  for  an  equal  division  of  the  salary  and  per* 
quisites. 

In  1763,  the  celebrated  controversy  with  New  Hampshire,  respects 
ing  boundaries,  commenced.  The  territorv  in  Question  comprised  the 
country  between  Connecticut  river  and  Lake  Cnamplain,  since  known 
as  Vermont  The  original  character  of  the  colomes,  owinff  to  im* 
perfect  surveys  of  the  country,  were  many  of  them  extremely  indefi- 
nite, vague,  and  often  contradictory.  A  grant  was  made  m  1664 
and  1674,  by  Charles  II.  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  containing^ 
among  other  parts  of  America,  **  all  the  lands,  from  the  west  side  of 
Connecticut  river,  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  bay."  This  territory 
was,  however,  by  many  supposed  to  fall  within  the  limits  of  New 
Hampshire,  although  claimed  by  New  York,  by  virtue  of  the  grant 
made  to  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  government  of  New  Hampshire,  in  1760,  made  large  grants 
of  land  to  settlers  loest  of  Connecticut,  and  the  settlements  progressed 
with  astonishing  rapidity.     In  1768,  one  hundred  and  tnirQr-eiglil 


had  been  mnted  by  New  Hampshire,  extendmg  as  hr 
weal  as*  the  ahore  of  JLake  Champlain,  and  to  what  was  esteemed 
tweo^  miles  east  of  Hudson  river.  To  check  these  proc^iings, 
Gov.  uoMen  issnoed  a  proclamation,  claiming  jurisdiction  as  far  east 
as  Coonecticut  river.  He  also  commanded  the  sheriff  of  Allmny 
ooootj  to  make  return  of  all  persons,  who,  under  the  New  Hampshire 
paata»  had  taken  possession  of  lands  ^est  of  the  river.  In  opposi- 
tiOD  to  tkia,  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire  issued  a  proclamation, 
declaring  the  grant  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  be  obsolete,  and  that 
New  Hampshire  extended  as  far  west  as  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticot 

Application  having  been  made  to  the  crown,  a  decision  was  ob- 
tainea  in  1764^bv  wnich  the  western  bank  of  Connecticut  river  was 
declared  to  be  the  boundary  line  between  the  provinces  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York.  The  government  of  New  York  proceeded 
to  oiganise  the  new  territory,  ana  to  exercise  jurisdiction.  The  new 
district  was  divided  into  four  counties.  The  southwestern  part  was 
uiwrKfid  to  the  county  of  Albany,  and  the  northwestern  part  formed 
into  a  ooun^,  by  the  name  of  Charlotte ;  east  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tains were  ionned  the  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Cumberland.  Courts 
were  held  in  these  counties,  the  grants  of  land  under  New  Hamp- 
dure  were  declared  illegal,  and  the  settlers  required  to  take  out  new 
charters  from  New  York.  Some  of  the  towns  complied,  and  pur- 
chased their  lands  the  second  time,  but  the  greater  part  refused.  Ac- 
tioDs  of  ejectment  were  commenced  in  Albany  a^inst  several  of  the 
sncient  settlers,  which  were  decided  in  favor  of  the  New  York  titles. 
When  the  executive  officers  came  to  eject  the  inhabitants,  they  gene- 
rally met  with  opfx>sition,  and  were  not  allowed  to  proceed  in  the 
eiecution  of  their  offices.  The  militia  were  called  out  to  support 
the  sheriff;  but  as  they  agreed  in  sentiment  with  the  settlers,  they 
disbanded  themselves  on  the  appearance  of  armed  opposition.  As 
the  effi>rts  of  the  government  were  continued,  mobs  were  raised,  the 
opposition  of  the  settlers  became  more  bold  and  daring,  and  was  fre- 
quently characterized  by  acts  of  outrage  and  violence. 

In  1765,  much  excitement  was  produced  by  the  stamp  act,  passed 
by  the  British  rarliament,  for  the  purpose  of  raismg  a  revenue  from 
the  colonies.  This  act  ordained  that  all  instruments  of  writing,  such 
•s  deeds,  bonds,  notes,  &c.,  among  the  colonies,  should  be  nml  and 
Tend,  unless  executed  on  stamped  paper,  for  which  a  dutv  should  be 
paid  to  the  crown.  In  October,  a  congress  of  twenty-eight  delerates, 
mm  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  rfew 
Josey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  was 
held  at  New  York,  to  consult  on  the  common  interest*  They  made 
t  declaration  of  the  rights  and  grievances  of  the  colonies,  and  peti- 
tioned for  redress.  In  Connecticut  and  New  York  originated  an 
•siociation  of  persons  styling  themselves  the  •*  Sans  of  Liberty^** 
which  extended  into  other  colonies,  who  bound  themselves,  among 
sdier  things,  to  march  to  any  part  of  the  continent,  at  their  own  ex- 
to  support  the  British  cmstituticm  in  America :  by  which  was 
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understoody  the  prevention  of  any  attempt  to  cany  the  itamp  actinto 
operation. 

In  New  York,  Peter  de  Lancey,  James  M'Evers,  and  other  stamp 
officers,  obeyed  the  public  voice,  and  renounced  their  commissions, 
(xov.  Golden,  having  taken  the  oath  to  execute  the  stamp  act,  became 
the  object  of  popular  indignation.  His  effigy  was  carried  about  the 
city  and  hung ;  nis  carriage  and  other  property  were  burned  ;  and 
his  person  was  probably  preserved  from  violence,  only  by  his  ad- 
vanced age.  When  the  stamps  arrived,  they  were  lodged  in  the  fort, 
which  the  governor,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  council,  put  into  a 
state  for  defence.  He  was  obliged  to  surrender  their  custody  to  the 
city  corporation,  on  the  assurance  of  being  responsible  for  their  value, 
and  to  declare  that  he  would  take  no  measures  to  enfj^rce  the  act,  but 
leave  the  subject  to  his  successor,  who  was  hourly  expected.  Sir 
Henrv  Moore,  Bart,  who  was  commissioned  governor  in  July,  17021, 
met  the  council  on  the  Idth  of  November  folio winj?,  and  proposed  at 
once  to  attempt  the  execution  of  the  stamp  act  T%e  unanimous  ad- 
vice  of  his  council,  and  the  demonstration  of  public  feeling,  induced 
him  to  a  more  prudent  course.  ^ 

Gk)v.  Moore's  administration  was  terminated  by  his  death,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1769.  During  his  term  of  service  efforts  were  made,unsuo- 
cessfully,  to  settle  the  ooundaries  between  this  province  and  Massa- 
chusetts, who  claimed  territory  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Emigrants 
from  Massachusetts  intruded  into  the  counties  along  the  Hudson,  and 
settled  even  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  They  were  frequently 
removed  by  force,  and  blood  was  shed  more  than  once  in  the  attempt 
Commissioners  from  both  colonies  met  at  New  Haven,  October,  1707, 
who  agreed  that  the  western  line  of  Massachusetts  should  be  fixed 
at  twenty  miles  east  from  Hudson  river,  but  difiered  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  line  should  be  determined. 

At  the  termination  of  Gov.  Moore's  administration,  the  suprane 
court  consisted  of  four  judges :  Daniel  Horsemanden,  chief  Justice ; 
David  Jones,  second ;  William  Smith,  third ;  and  Robert  R.  Livings- 
ton, the  fourth  justice.  The  first  received  £300,  and  the  others 
£200  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the  governor  had  been  increased, 
from  time  to  time,  to  £2,000  per  annum,  with  a  perquisite  of  £400, 

¥ 'anted  as  an  appropriation  for  fire- wood  and  candles  for  Fort  George, 
he  attorney  had  £150,  and  the  colonial  agent,  Mr.  Charles,  at  Lon* 
don,  £500  per  annum.  The  colony  of  New  York  contained,  at  this 
period,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  inhabitants. 

By  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  the  government  again  devolved 
on  Mr.  Golden.  This  his  third  administration,  continued  till  Novem- 
ber, 1770,  when  he  was  superseded  by  John,  Lord  Dunmore.  With 
the  service  of  this  nobleman  commenced  the  practice  of  paying  the 

fovemor  by  the  crown.  This  practice  was  afterward  denounced 
y  most  of  the  colonies  as  a  serious  grievance,  as  it  made  the  govern- 
or independent  of  the  assembly.  Dunmore  governed  the  colony  until 
his  removal  to  Virginia,  when  his  place  was  supplied  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1771,  by  WiUuun  Tryoi^  the  last  of  the  royal  governors. 
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In  1773»  GoyenM>r  Trycm  made  an  unsuccesBfiil  attempt  to  coi^ 
dliate  the  minds  of  the  settlers  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants.  In 
1774,  the  assembly  passed  an  act  by  which  it  was  declared  felony, 
punishable  by  death,  for  any  of  these  settlers  to  oppose  the  govern- 
ment by  force.  The  governor  at  the  same  time  made  proclamation 
offering  a  reward  of  m'ty  pounds  for  the  apprehension  of  Ethan  Al- 
len, Seth  Warner,  and  six  others  of  the  most  obnoxious  of  the  settlers. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampshire  CTants  became  still  more 
violent  in  their  opposition.  The  proscribed  persons,  in  an  address  to 
thejpeople  of  the  county  of  Albany,  made  this  public  declaration: — 
"We  will  kill  and  destroy  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  who 
iball  presume  to  be  accessary,  aiding,  or  assisting  in  taking  any  of  us.** 

In  the  spring  of  1775,  an  event  took  place  in  the  New  Hampshire 
grants  which  exasperated  both  parties.  At  the  time  appointed  for 
ue  session  of  the  court  at  Westminster,  in  the  disputed  territory, 
some  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  and  the  adjacent  towns  took  possession 
of  the  courthouse,  to  prevent  the  officers  under  the  authority  of  New 
York  from  entering.  The  judges,  on  being  refused  admittance,  retired 
to  their  quarters.  About  eleven  o'clock  at  ni^ht,  the  sheriff  and  other 
officers,  attended  by  an  armed  force,  repaired  to  the  courthouse, 
when,  beine  again  refused  admittance,  some  of  the  partv  fired  into  the 
house,  killed  one  man,  and  wounded  several.  The  people  were  highly 
inflamed  by  these  rash  proceedings.  Some  of  the  officers  were  seized^ 
and  carried  to  the  jail  at  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  Matters  now 
appeared  about  to  be  brought  to  a  sanguinary  crisis.  But  at  this 
period,  an  event  took  place,  which  arrested  the  attention  of  all,  and 
gave  a  new  channel  to  the  torrent  of  popular  fury.  The  breaking 
out  of  the  revolutionary  war  at  Lexington,  caused  a  suspension  of 
local  and  provincial  contests ;  and  the  public  mind  was  exclusively 
directed  to  the  great  contest  now  opening  between  Britain  and 
America. 

In  May,  1775,  the  second  continental  congress  was  to  be  assembled 
at  Philadelphia.  The  sublet  of  sending  delegates  to  this  body  was 
agitated  in  the  assembly  of  m^w  York  ;  and  on  the  refusal  of  that  body 
to  appoint  them,  a  provincial  convention  was  called  by  the  people  for 
this  purpose.  The  convention  assembled  at  New  York  on  the  22d  of 
April,  and  proceeded  to  make  the  appointments.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  deputies  from  New  lork,  Albany,  Dutchess,  Ulster, 
Orange,  Westchester,  Kings,  and  Suffolk  counties.  They  appointed 
Philip  Livinfjston,  George  Clinton,  James  Duane,  John  Alsop,  Simon 
Boerum,  William  Floyd,  John  Jay,  Henry  Wisner,  Philip  Schuyler 
Lewis  Morris,  Francis  Lewis,  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Jr.,  dele- 
gates to  the  continental  congress,  who,  or  any  five  of  them,  were 
intrusted  with  full  power  to  concert  with  the  other  colonies,  and  adopt 
those  measures  best  adapted  to  sustain  their  rights. 

The  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  (19th  of  April,  1775,)  caused 
a  violent  agitation  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  prevailed  for  some 
days,  until  a  new  committee  of  superintendence,  consisting  of  one 
kimdred  of  the  most  respectable  citizens,  was  formed  at  the  instance 
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of  tke^oommitteeofobieiTttkML*'  Itwat  wobadtiigtajnUfiuMi 
congreM  ouf^t  to  be  speedily  assembled,  to  assume  the  gbwenaaoA 
of  ue  coloiiy,  to  prepare  for  defence,  d&c  It  submitted  at  the  same 
time  the  form  of  an  association,  to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitanti^  de» 
claratory  of  their«right8  and  liberties,  anid  of  their  determinatioii  to 
sustain  them.  This  association  was  sijpied  by  the  whigs  with  gnat 
cordiality,  and  by  the  tories  under  the  fear  o(  or  by  actud  ooBStnuai 
The  inhabitants  generally  began  to  arise  under  the  direetioii  of  cooh 
mittees.  Six  hundred  stands  of  arms  were  seised  in  the  city  arsenal 
and  distributed  among  the  people :  another  parqjsl  was  tsJmi  from 
the  soldiery  by  Cokxid  Willet»  when  on  the  way  to  the  harbor  to  be 
exported  to  Bostoh. 

It  was  deemed  of  importance,  in  order  to  pot  the  country  in  a  pos* 
ture  of  defence,  to  secure  the  fortresses  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point.  On  the  10th  of  May,  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  tock  possessicm  of 
Ticonderoga  by  surprise :  on  the  same  day,  Crown  Point  was  sur- 
reiKlered  to  Colonel  N¥amer ;  a  third  party  surprised  Skeensborough, 
(now  WhitehalL)  The  capture  of  an  armed  sloop  at  St  Johns  soon 
after,  gaye  to  the  Americans  the  entire  command  of  Lake  Champlain. 
Goyemor  Tryon,  who  had  been  absent  on  a  yisit  to  Europe,  returned 
to  New  York  on  the  24th  of  June.  He  was  much  esteemed  by 
many  of  the  citizens,  and  receiyed  a  complimaiitary  address  irom  m 
city  authorities.  His  exertions  to  promote  the  royal  cause,  soon  m^ 
dered  him  extremely  unpopular.  In  October,  he  became  alarmed  far 
his  personal  safety,  and  retired  on  board  of  the  Halifex  packet 

Un  the  22d  of  May,  1776,  a  proyincial  congress,  ccmsisting  of  about 
seyenty  members,  conyened  at  New  York.  The  iiroceedin|[s  of  ths 
conyention  were  determined  by  counties ;  New  Yori[  haym^  fouff 
Albany  three,  and  each  of  the  others  two  yotes.  Two  regunenlB 
were  authorized  to  be  levied ;  bounties  were  offered  for  the  manufeo- 
ture  of  ffunpowder  and  muskets  in  the  province ;  fortificatioiis  weie 
protected  at  Kingsbiidge,  and  the  Highlands ;  and  Philip  Schujrler 
and  Richard  Montgomery  were  recommended,  the  first  as  major* 
general,  the  second  as  brigadier,  to  be  appointed  by  the  continental 
congress. 

Upon  the  adjournment  of  the  congress,  in  September,  for  a  month» 
they  delegated  their  powers  to  a  '^  dommiUee  of  Safety  ^  and  this  ex* 
pedient  was  resorted  to  upon  every  subsequent  adjournment  Qidinik 
rily,  this  committee  was  composed  of  three  members  firom  the  dty, 
and  one  firom  each  of  the  other  counties.  When  on  the  re-assemUing 
of  the  congress,  and  at  other  times,  a  quorum  was  not  present,  the 
members  resolved  themselves  into  a  ^  committee  of  safety,**  and  thus 
the  public  business  was  never  interrujpted.  The  committee  was  em* 
powered  to  execute  the  resolves  of  the  provincial  and  fgaasenl  con- 
gresses, to  superintend  the  military  affiirs  of  the  province,  to  appro* 
priate  money  for  the  public  service,  and  to  convene  the  congress 
when  and  where  they  deemed  necessary. 

'  While  General  Washingt<»i  was  engaged  in  organizing  the  aaaia 
body  of  tho  AwffricMi  umj  ui  MassachuseHi^  aa  impcMc^nt^ripsJi 
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lion  was  planned  against  Canada,  the  command  of  which  was  assign* 
ed  to  Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery.  General  Schuyler  havmg 
retired  on  account  of  ill  health,  Montgomery,  with  a  force  of  one 
thousand  men,  proceeded  to  Montreal,  and  from  thence  led  hiS  gallant 
little  army  to  Quebec  During  his  progress.  Colonel  Arnold,  with  a 
boldness  and  perseverance  rarely  surpassed,  passed  up  the  Kennebec 
river  and  pursued  his  course  through  a  trackless  wilderness  of  thret 
hundred  miles,  and  joined  Montgomery  at  Quebec.  On  the  last  day 
of  the  year,  (1775,)  General  Montgomerv,  with  a  force  of  less  than 
eight  hundred,  attempted  to  take  Quebec  by  storm.  This  brave  com- 
mander fell  in  the  assault,  and  the  Americans  were  repulsed  with  the 
loss  of  about  half  their  number.  Arnold,  now  in  the  command,  en- 
camped about  three  miles  from  Quebec,  where  he  malntamed  his 
position  till  spring.  He  was  afterward  compelled  to  make  a  disa^* 
trous  retreat,  and  by  the  1st  of  July  the  whole  army  was  driven  from 
Canada. 

Congress  being  informed  that  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tryon  county  were  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  and,  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  were  making  military  preparation,  re- 
solved to  disarm  them.  General  Schuvler,  to  whom  this  business 
was  committed,  in  January,  1776,  called  out  seven  hundred  of  the 
Albany  militia,  and  commenced  his  march.  But  such  was  the  enthi:h 
siasm  of  the  people  that,  on  fna  arrival  at  Caghnewaga,  his  force 
amounted  to  near  three  thousand,  including  nine  hundred  of  the 
Tryon  county  militia.  The  approach  of  this  formidable  body  awed 
the  royalists  into  submission.  The  whole  number  disarmed  was 
supposed  to  amount  to  about  six  hundred.  About  the  same  time,  a 
considerable  number  were  entrenching  themselves  on  Long  Island, 
in  order  to  support  the  royal  cause.  A  detachment  of  the  Jersey 
militia  was  sent  over,  by  whom  they  were  disarmed,  and  their  leaa- 
ers  secured. 

The  fourth  provincial  congress  convened  at  White  Plains  on  the 
9th  of  July.  This  body  took  the  title  of  **  The  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  New  York^  and  exercised  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty, 
until  the  establishment  of  the  government  under  the  constitution.  Oti 
the  first  day  of  their  meeting,  they  received  from  the  continental  con- 
gress The  Declaration  of  independence.  They  immediately  passed 
an  unanimous  resolution,  fully  approving  of  the  measure,  and  express- 
ing their  determination  at  all  hazards  to  support  it  The  convention, 
on  the  16th  of  July,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  declared  that  all  per- 
sons abiding  in  the  state,  and  who  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  laws,  who  should  aid  or  abet  its  enemies,  should  on  conviction 
sufier  death. 

In  1776,  it  was  expected  that  the  enemy  would  make  New  York 
their  principal  point  of  attack.  Gen.  Washington  arrived  in  the  city 
on  the  14th  of  April,  and  great  exertions  were  made  for  putting  the 
place  in  a  posture  of  defence.  On  the  22d  of  August,  Lord  Howe 
anded  a  force,  estimated  at  24^000  men,  on  Long  Island,  at  Gravesend 
bay.    Tbe  Amanoasmp  anumnting  to  16,000»  under  tha  command  o£ 
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Gen.  Sullivan,  were  encamped  on  a  peninsula  near  the  village  of 
Brooklyn.  On  the  27th,  an  obstinate  battle  was  fought,  and  the  Ameri- 
cans were  compelled  to  retire  to  their  entrenchments  with  great  loss. 
On  the  night  of  the  80th,  a  safe  retreat  was  effected  from  the  island. 
On  the  16th  of  September,  the  British  took  possession  of  New  Yoric, 
the  American  troops  having  retired  to  Harlaem  and  King's  Bridge. 
A  few  days  after  the  British  took  possession,  a  fire  broke  out,  in  which 
about  one  thousand  houses  were  destroyed,  being  about  one  fourth 
part  of  the  city. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  distinguished  and  wealthy  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  many  m  the  adjacent  country,  were  loy- 
ahsts,  and,  of  course,  enemies  to  American  independence.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  British  army,  the  disaffected  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  the  neighboring  parts  of  New  Jersey,  embodied  themselves  under 
officers  selected  by  themselves.  Oliver  de  Lancey  was  appointed  a 
general,  with  authority  to  raise  a  brigade  of  tories,  and  a  like  com- 
mission was  given  to  Courtland  Skinner,  of  New  Jersey.  These 
troops  committed  many  murders  and  robberies  on  both  sides  of  the 
Hudson  river,  but  more  especially  in  Westchester  county.  The  pro- 
vincial congress  now  adopted  energetic  measures.  The  "  Council  of 
Safety"  were  empowered  to  send  lor  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
ploy military  force.  By  its  dread  power  numerous  arrests,  imprison- 
ments, and  banishments,  were  made  throughout  the  state.  Many 
tories  and  their  families  were  sent  into  New  York,  others  expelled  the 
state,  others  required  to  give  security  to  reside  within  prescribed 
limits  ;  and  occasionally  the  jails,  and  even  the  churches,  were  crowded 
with  its  prisoners,  and  many  were  sent  for  safe-keeping  to  the  jails 
of  Connecticut  The  personal  property  of  those  who  had  joined  the 
enemy  was  confiscated. 

The  American  army  being  in  point  of  numbers  greatly  inferior  to 
that  of  the  British,  General  \Vashington  drew  off  the  main  body  of 
his  army  from  York  Island,  and  encamped  at  White  Plains,  ^ord 
Howe  advanced  upon  him  with  15,000  men.  An  engagement  ensued 
on  the  28th  of  October,  but  no  decisive  advantage  was  obtainetl ;  tlie 
Americans  retired  to  a  strong  position  on  the  heights  of  North  Cas- 
tle, which  the  enemy  declined  to  attack.  General  Washington,  leav- 
ing about  7,500  men  under  General  Lee  to  defend  North  Castle, 
crossed  the  Hudson  and  continued  his  retreat  to  the  southward.  The 
American  army  continuing  to  retire  from  New  York,  Sir  William 
Howe  embraced  the  opportunity  of  reducing  Fort  Wasliington  and 
Fort  Lee,  on  the  Hudson.  While  these  operations  were  going  on  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state,  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  under 
General  Gates,  was  engaged  at  the  north  in  putting  Ticonderoga  in 
a  state  of  defence,  and  made  preparations  to  secure  the  command  of 
Lake  Champlain.  (rencral  Arnold,  who  commanded  the  American 
fleet,  being  pursued,  was  obliged  to  blow  up  his  vessels,  and,  after 
firing  the  fortress  at  Crown  Point,  retreated  to  Ticonderoga.  The 
British  general,  Carlton,  afler  reconnoitering  the  latter  place,  deemed 
it  prudent  on  the  approach  of  winter  to  return  to  Canada. 
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The  state  convention,  driven  from  New  York,  convened  from  time 
to  time  at  Harlaem,  Kind's  Bridge,  Philip's  Manor,  Fishkill,  White 
Plains,  Poughkeepsie,  and  Kingston.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1776,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  constitution.  The  draft  of  this 
instrument,  which  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Jay,  was  reported  on  the 
12th  of  March,  and  finally  adopted  on  the  20th  of  April,  1777.  It 
was  amended  by  convention  in  October,  1801,  and  superseded  by  the 
present  constitution  in  November,  1821.  The  constitution  of  1777 
was  republican  in  its  character.  The  supreme  executive  power  was 
vested  in  a  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  who  was  to  preside 
over  the  senate,  and  perform  the  duties  of  the  governor  in  case  of 
vacancy.  The  legislative  power  was  vested  in  the  senate  and  house 
of  assembly,  who  were  to  hold  at  least  one  session  every  year.  The 
governor  and  members  o£  the  senate  and  house  of  assembly,  were 
to  be  elected  by  the  freeholders  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  returns  of  the  first  elections  under  the  new  constitution  were 
made  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  July  9th,  1777.  General  (^eorge 
Clinton  was  chosen  governor,  and  was  sworn  into  oflice  on  the  80th 
of  the  same  month,  at  Kingston,  being  then  in  the  active  command  of 
the  New  York  militia.  He  did  not  quit  the  field  until  after  the  defeat 
of  Burgoyne,  but  discharged  such  civil  duties  as  devolved  on  him,  by 
correspondence  with  the  Council  of  Safety.  At  the  adoption  of  tbe 
constitution,  the  state  was  divided  into  fourteen  counties  :  New  York» 
Richmond,  Kings,  Queens,  Sufiblk,  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Orange* 
Ulster,  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloster ;  the  two 
last  form  part  of  the  present  state  of  Vermont  The  first  six  (except 
part  of  Westchester  and  part  of  Orange)  remained  in  possession  of 
the  enemy  until  the  peace,  the  highlands  forming  the  great  barrier  to 
his  farther  advance  from  the  south. 

The  principal  object  of  the  British  in  the  campaim  of  1777,  was 
to  open  a  communication  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  Canada, 
and  to  separate  the  New  England  from  the  other  states.  The  plan 
consisted  of  two  parts :  General  %irgoyne,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army  fi-om  Canada,  was  to  advance  by  the  way  of  Lake  Cham- 

?lain,  and  eflfeCt  a  junction,  at  Albany,  with  the  royal  army  from  New 
'ork.  A  detachment  of  British  soldiers  and  a  large  body  of  Indians, 
under  Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  a  regiment  of  New  York  loyalists, 
under  Sir  John  Johnson,  were  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Lake 
ODtario,  and  penetrate  towards  Albany  by  way  of  the  Mohawk  river. 
General  Burgoyne,  with  an  army  of  more  than  7,000  men,  exclusive 
of  a  corps  of  artillery  and  a  large  body  of  Indians,  invested  Ticon- 
deroga  on  the  30th  of  June.  This  fortress  was  abandonded  by 
General  Su  Clair,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  rear-guard 
of  the  American  army,  consisting  of  1,000  men,  under  Colonel  War- 
ner, was  overtaken  and  defeated  at  Hubbardston.  General  Schuyler, 
who  commanded  at  Fort  Edward,  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Saratoga 
before  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy.  Wnile  the  British  were  en- 
camped at  Fort  Edward,  a  detachment,  under  Colonel  Baum,  was 
Kui  to  take  possession  of  the  American  stores  at  Bennington,  in  the 
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New  HampfhiTe  grants.  Genera]  Stark  coUecte4  die  nuBtiA  in  thii 
vicinity,  and  an  oMtinate  engagement  took  {dace,  in  which  the  Briti^ 
were  totally  defeated.  On  the  3d  of  August,  St  Leger,  with  abo^ 
1,800  men,  invested  Fort  Schuyler,  under  the  command  of  General 
Gansevoort  He  had  a  severe  conflict  with  General  Herkimer,  who 
was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison,  and  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  siege  and  return  to  Montreal.  General  Burgoyne,  havinff 
advanced  as  far  as  Saratoga^  found  himself  surrounded  by  a  braii 
army,  from  which  he  endeavored  in  vain  to  eflect  a  retreat  In  this 
extremity,  on  the  17th  of  October,  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  his 
whole  army,  consisting  of  more  than  5,700  men,  to  General  Gates. 

Durinff  the  operations  at  Saratoga,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  three 
thousand  men,  proceeded  up  the  Hudson,  with  the  view  of  dSectin^ 
a  diversion  in  favor  of  Burgojme.  On  the  6th  of  October,  he  made 
an  attack  on  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton.  These  works  were  car^ 
ried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  but  most  of  the  garrisons  escaped. 
Forts  Independence  and  Constitution  were  evacuated,  and  General 
Putnam,  who  had  the  command  on  the  Hudson,  retreated  to  FishkilL 
General  Tryon  on  the  following  day  burned  Continental  Village, 
where  consideraUe  stores  were  deposited ;  General  Vaudian  with  a 
strong  detachment,  proceeding  up  the  river,  devastatea  the  settle- 
ments along  its  banks,  burned  the  village  of  Kingston,  and  then  em- 
bu*ked  forrlew  York. 

In  the  campaigns  of  1778  and  1779,  nothing  decisive  was  eflected ; 
the  British  engaged  in  no  enterprise  of  much  importance,  and  appear 
to  have  aimed  at  little  more  than  to  plunder  and  devastate  the  nnpro* 
tected  parts  of  the  countrv.  Many  acts  of  cruelty  were  committed, 
and  a  great  amount  of  public  and  private  property  destroyed.  Th^ 
main  body  of  the  American  army  was  concentrated  near  West  Pointi 
for  the  protection  of  that  important  fortress.  General  Clinton,  having 
seized  the  works  at  Verplanck's  Neck  and  Ston^  Pomt,  Generu 
Washington  formed  a  design  for  their  recovery.  The  reductiim  of 
the  fortress  at  Stoney  Point  by  Oln.  Wajme,  by  assault,  on  the  10th 
of  July,  1770,  was  one  of  the  most  bold  and  daring  enterprises  which 
occurred  during  the  war. 

The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  (with  the  exception  of  the  Oneidas 
and  a  few  others)  had  been  induced  by  the  presents  and  promises  of 
Sir  John  Johnson,  and  with  the  desire  of  plunder,  to  invade  tfie  froDi- 
tiers,  and  wherever  they  went  they  carried  slaughter  and  devasta- 
tion. To  put  a  stop  to  these  incursions,  congress,  in  August,  1779^ 
sent  General  Sullivan  with  an  army  against  them.  Sullivan,  with  it 
force  of  8,000  men,  marched  from  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Tiogtt 
Point,  where  he  was  joined  by  General  Clinton,  who  marched  fitnd 
the  Mohawk  with  a  force  of  about  one  thousand  men.  The  Indians 
coUected  their  forces,  and  took  a  strong  position  near  Newtown,  Tioga 
county,  determining  to  resist  the  advance  of  Sullivan.  They  stood 
a  cannonade  for  more  than  two  hours,  during  which  time  they  repdied 
several  assaults ;  they  were,  however,  compelled  to  give  wav  and 
abandon  their  works.  Generals  Sullivan  and  CSintm  penetratM  with^ 


OOTLOni    BISTOBT.  M 

out  olMtroctioa  into  the  heart  of  the  Seneca  coimtiyt  and  spread  deao- 
iation  on  every  side.  Eighteen  towns  and  villages,  besides  hamlets 
and  detached  habitations,  were  burnt  All  their  helds  of  com,  their 
orchards  and  gardens,  were  entirely  destroyed.  By  this  summary 
proceeding  the  ardor  of  the  Indian  warriors  was  damped,  and  their 
inroads  became  much  less  frequent  and  destructive. 

At. the  period  of  this  expedition,  different  parts  of  the  state  suffered 
severely  from  the  depredations  of  detached  parties  of  Indians.  In 
July,  Colonel  Brandt,  with  a  party  of  Indians  and  royalists,  burned 
the  Minisink  settlement  and  took  several  prisoners.  In  August,  the 
Indians  with  their  tory  associates  destroyed  the  settlements  at  Canap 
joharie,  and  burnt  a  number  of  houses  at  Schoharie  and  Norman's 
creek.  In  October,  these  irruptions  were  renewed,  a  great  extent  of 
country  about  the  Mohawk  was  laid  waste,  and  many  of  the  settlers 
were  killed  or  made  prisoners. 

During  the  year  1780  and  1781,  the  operations  of  the  war  were 
chiefly  conducted  in  the  southern  states,  the  British  occupying  the 
city  of  New  York  and  its  vicinity.  In  1780,  a  plot,  fraught  wim  ins* 
minent  danger  to  the  American  cause,  was  happily  discovered.  Geo* 
era!  Arnold  having  solicited  and  obtained  the  command  of  West 
Point,  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  deliver 
that  important  fortress  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  To  facilitate 
the  correspondence,  John  Andre,  the  adjutant-general  of  the  British 
army,  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  in  the  Vulture  sloop-of-war,  as  near 
West  Point  as  practicable,  without  exciting  suspicion.  On  the  night 
of  September  21st,  Andre  went  on  shore  m  a  ooat,  and  met  Arnold 
on  the  beach.  Failing  to  get  on  board  the  Vulture  again,  Andre  at- 
tempted to  return  to  New  York  by  land,  in  disguise.  Receiving  a 
passport  from  Arnold,  he  passed  the  guards  and  outposts  without 
suspicion.  When  about  thirty  miles  from  New  York,  he  was  met 
by  three  militia-men,  Paulding^  Williams,  and  Van  Wert,  who,  re- 
fusing the  bribes  which  Andre  offered,  carried  him  to  their  command- 
ing officer.  He  was  tried  as  a  spy  by  a  board  of  officers,  condemned, 
and  executed. 

The  capture  of  Comwallis  at  Yorktown,  Virginia,  convinced  the 
British  government  of  the  impracticability  of  conquering  the  United 
States.  The  provisional  articles  of  peace  between  the  two  countries 
weic  signed  at  Paris,  November  30th,  1782.  On  the  19th  of  April, 
1783,  a  formal  proclamation  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  made 
throughout  the  army,  and  the  definitive  treaty,  ^wjknowledging  the 
independence  of  the  United  States,  was  signed  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember. *^The  British  troops  evacuated  New  York  on  the  25th  of 
November,  and  the  Americans  took  possession  the  same  day. 

The  termination  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution  in  1788,  gave  a  new  aspect  to  the  affairs  of  the 
country.  During  the  war  a  considerable  portion  of  New  York  was 
in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  many  of  its  most  fertile  tracts  open 
to  their  ravages :  many  of  the  new  settlements  were  broken  up.  On 
the  return  of  peace  these  were  resumed,  and  many  others  commenced* 
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which  progrened  with  astonishing  rapiditjr.  Commoroeb  abiveqi** 
rienced  a  rapid  revival  on  the  return  of  peace.  In  1791,  the  exports 
to  foreign  ports  amounted  to  above  two  million  five  hundred  thounnd 
dollars.  In  1793»  six  hundred  and  eighty-three  foreign  vessdsb  and 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  coasting  vessds,  CDtered 
theport  of  New  York. 

The  controversy  relative  to  the  New  Hampshire  grants  still  ooih 
tmued.  Frequent  application  had  been  made  by  boUi  parties  to  the 
^neral  congress  for  the  interference  of  that  body,  but  no  decisive 
r^ult  was  obtained.  In  1789,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  in  order 
to  settle  this  controversy,  and  acknowledging  the  territory  as  an  in- 
dependent state.  Commissioners  were  mutually  appointed,  and  in 
1790,  after  a  controversy  of  twenty-six  years,  the  suligect  was  biXNighl . 
to  an  amicable  adiustment  In  1791,  the  new  state  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  with  the  name  of  Vermont 

In  1786,  the  state  of  New  York,  to  quiet  or  put  at  rest  certain  an- 
tiquated claims  of  Massachusetts  to  a  portion  other  territory,  sranted 
that  state  large  tracts  of  vacant  lands.  These  lands  omsisted  of  two 
parts :  one  part  comprehended  all  that  part  of  the  state  lying  west 
of  a  line  beginning  at  the  north  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Sodus  bay, 
on  Lake  Ontario,  and  running  thence  southeriy  to  the  north  Kne  of 
Pennsylvania,  except  one  mile  on  the  east  side  of  Nia^[ara  river,  and 
the  islands  in  that  stream.  This  tract  consisted  of  six  millions  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  acres,  and  was  called  the  Geue$ee 
Country.  The  other  tract  comprehended  ten  or  twelve  townships^ 
of  six  square  miles  each,  embraced  in  the  counties  of  Broome  and 
Tioga.  These  cessions  embraced  about  10,000  square  miles,  neariy 
one  fourth  of  the  state.  New  York  ceding  every  thing,  save  aova* 
reimty,  to  Massachusetts  without  an  eouivalent  The  govemawBt 
of  Massachusetts  sold  the  first  tract  to  Oliver  Phelps  and  Nathaniel 
Gorham,  for  one  million  of  dollars,  |pd  the  other  to  John  firown 
and  others,  for  three  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and  scmie  cents. 

The  ^  MUUary  LantU^  as  they  were  called,  were  set  apart  by  the 
legislature,  in  1782,  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  who  should  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  till  the  end 
of  the  war,  according  to  law.  The  military  tracts  contained  about 
one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  acres,  comprehending^^ffenerally 
speaking,  the  counties  of  Onondaga,  Cortlandt,  Cayuga,  Tompldnsb 
and  Seneca,  and  parts  of  the  counties  of  Qrwego  and  Wayne.  Bre* 
vious  to  the  cession  made  to  Massachusetts,  and  the  grant  made  to 
the  soldiers,  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished.  Messrs.  Phdps  ^ 
and  (jorham,  and  the  government  of  New  York,  had  to  extinguish 
these  before  settlements  could  be  made.  The  first  permanent  settle- 
ment made  in  the  western  territory  was  by  Hugh  White,  in  1784,  m 
company  with  four  or  five  fiunilies  firom  Connecticut,  who  seated 
themselves  at  Whitestown,  near  Utica. 

A  party  of  emigrants,  in  1790  or  1791,  made  a  road  through  the 
woocfs  firom  the  settlements  of  Whitestown  to  Canandaigua.  dmigrap  * 
tion  now  increased  fsom  year  to  year.  The  winter  was  the 
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iBiially  chosen  ibr  emigrating  from  New  England  to  the  western 
country.  Then^  as  the  country  was  shaded  by  forest  trees,  there  was 
commonly  snow  enough  for  sleighing.  In  1796,  the  British  evac- 
uated forts  Oswegatchie  and  Oswego,  and  immediately  afterward  set- 
ments  wer^  begun  at  these  places.  In  1797  and  1798,  settlements 
were  commenced  at  LowviUe,  Watertown,  and  Brownville,  in  the 
counties  of  Lewis  and  JeiTerson.  Settlements  were  now  rapidly  ex- 
tended on  every  side.  The  settlements  alon?  the  great  road  from 
Utica  to  Genesee  river,  were  mostly  connected  by  the  year  1800,  and 
from  that  year  the  western  country  began  to  attain  consequence  in 
the  councils  of  the  state. 

In  1795,  Governor  Clinton,  having  for  eighteen  years  discharged 
the  office  of  governor,  declined  a  re-election  on  account  of  sustainmg 
the  republican  principle  of  rotation  in  office.  He  was  succeeded  by 
John  Jay,  who  continued  in  the  office  till  1801,  when  Mr.  Clinton 
again  accepted  a  re-election.  In  1796,  the  legislature  granted  the 
Oneida  Indians  an  annuity  of  95,552,  in  lieu  of  all  former  stipulations 
for  lands  purchased  in  1795 ;  92,300  to  the  Cayugas ;  and  92,000  to 
the  Onondagas.  A  general  organization  act  was  passed  in  1801, 
dividing  the  state  into  thirty  counties.  Mr.  Clinton,  having  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  Morgan  Lewis  succeeded 
him  as  governor,  in  1804.  Mr.  Lewis  was  succeeded  by  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  in  1807.  Albany,  the  same  year,  was  made  the  capi- 
tal of  the  state. 

In  1810,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  lemslature  ^for  exploring  the 
route  of  an  inland  navigation  from  Hudson's  river  to  Lake  Ontario 
and  Lake  Erie."  Commissioners  were  appointed  for  this  purpose, 
who  made  a  report  the  following  year.*  The  subject  now  began  to 
excite  general  interest,  and  a  bill  being  introduced  by  Mr.  Clinton,  an 
act  was  passed,  **  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  internal  navi- 
gation of  the  state."    Commissioners  were  again  appointed  to  solicit 

*  The  fint  legislaUTe  movement  with  reference  to  a  commanication  like  the  present 
canal  between  &e  Hudaon  and  Lake  Erie,  was  brought  about  by  the  esertiona  of  Mr. 
Joshua  Forman,  then  a  member  of  assembly  from  Onondaga  county,  who  proposed  to  the 
House,  February  4th,  1808,  that  ^  a  joint  committee  be  appointed,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  exploring  and  causing  an  accunte  survey  to  be  made  of  the  most  eligible 
and  direct  route  for  a  canal,  to  open  a  communication  between  the  tide  watere  of  the  Hudm 
mm  mmd  Lake  Erie^  to  the  end  that  congress  may  be  enabled  (o  appropriate  such  suma  aa 


may  be  neceasmry  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  objecu**  "The  proposition,**  saya 
Gordon,  in  hia  very  able  Gazetteer,  "  was  received  by  the  House  '  with  such  expressions  of 
Borprise  and  ridicule,  aa  are  due  to  a  very  wild  and  foolish  project.'  It  waa  fortunately, 
however,  firmly  austained  by  the  proposer  and  his  frienda,  and  finally  sanctioned  upon  the 
principle,  *  that  it  could  do  no  harm  and  might  do  some  good.'  But  the  joint  committee,  pre. 
p01»^d  in  favor  of  the  Oswego  route,  directed  the  surveyor-general  to  cause  a  survey  of 
the  riveia,  atrvamn*  and  waters  ia  the  umumI  rntte  between  Hudson  river  and  Lake  Erie,  and 
mek  tker  route  as  he  might  deem  proper,  shifting  to  the  sarveyor-genenJ  the  rei^ponsi. 
bibty  of  countenancing  a  project  deemed  absurd.    Six  hundred  dollam,  only,  could  be  pro. 

cured  for  the  exploration.   When  in  January,  1809,  Mr.  Forman  waited  upon 

Preaident  Jefleivon,  and  iiirfbrmed  him  that  in  view  of  his  proposal  to  expend  the  surplus 
nvemiea  of  the  nation  in  makii^  roads  and  canals,  the  state  of  New  York  had  explored 
the  route  df  a  caoal  horn  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie,  and  had  found  it  practicable ;  and  when 
he  had  described  aJl  the  advantages  anticipated,  the  preaidant  replied,  *that  it  was  a  very 
k  puject^  and  might  be  axeeiUed  m  centmj  kimee,*  ** 
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aid  from  the  congress  of  the  United  States*  De  "Witt  Clinton  and 
Govemeur  Morris  were  appointed  to  lay  the  subject  before  the  gen* 
eral  government  They  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  presented  a 
memorial  to  congress ;  but  were  unsuccessful  in  their  application  to 
that  body  for  assistance.  In  March,  1812,  the  commissioners  affain 
made  a  report  to  the  legislature,  and  insisted  that  now  sound  p^cy 
demanded  that  the  canal  should  be  made  by  the  state  on  her  own 
account.  The  subject  was,  however,  soon  after  suspended  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

War  having  been  declared  in  1812,  the  attention  of  the  Americans 
was  early  directed  to  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  troops  to  the  nun>- 
ber  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  were  collected  along  the  line  for  this 
purpose.  They  were  distributed  into  three  divisions ;  the  northwest 
em  army,  under  General  Harrison ;  the  army  of  the  centre^  under 
General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  at  Lewiston  ;  and  the  army  of  the 
norths  in  the  vicinity  of  Plattsburg,  under  General  Dearborn,  the 
commander-in-chief.  Great  exertions  were  also  made  in  preparing  a 
naval  force  uj)on  the  lakes,  the  command  of  which  was  mtrusted  to 
Commodore  Chauncey.  About  the  1  st  of  October,  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey,  with  a  body  of  seamen,  arrived  at  Sacketts  Harbor ;  several 
schooners  which  had  been  employed  as  traders  on  the  lake  were 
purchased,  and  fitted  out  as  vessels  of  war.  Lieutenant  Elliot  was 
despatched  to  Black  Rock,  to  make  arrangements  there  for  building  a 
naval  force  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy  on  Lake  Erie. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  a  detachment  of  one  thousand  men  under 
Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  crossed  the  Niagara  river  at  Lewiston,  and 
attacked  the  British  on  the  heights  of  Queenston.  They  succeeded 
in  dislodging  the  enemy,  but  not  being  reinforced  from  the  Americaii 
side,  as  was  expected,  were  afterward  repulsed,  and  compelled  to 
surrender.  During  the  ensuing  winter,  the  operations  of  the  war  oa 
the  New  York  frontier  were  mostly  suspended.  Some  skirmishing 
took  place  along  the  St  Lawrence ;  but  the  opposing  enemies  being 
divided  by  a  barrier  of  ice,  not  sufficiently  strong  to  admit  of  the 
transportation  of  artillery,  no  enterprise  of  importance  was  attempted. 
In  April,  1813,  General  Dearborn  made  dispositions  for  a  descent 
upon  York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada.  Tne  enterprise  was  com- 
mitted to  a  detachment  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  men,  under 
the  command  of  General  Pike,  assisted  by  the  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Chauncey.  General  Pike  was  kiUed  in  the 
attack,  but  the  place,  with  large  quantities  of  military  stores,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Americans.  Commodore  Chauncey  having  returned 
with  the  fleet  to  Fort  Niagara,  it  was  immediately  resolved  to  make  a 
descent  upon  Fort  George,  situated  upon  the  opposite  shore.  An 
attack  was  made  on  the  27th  of  May,  and  afler  a  short  contest  the 
place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans. 

During  these  operations  of  the  Americans,  several  enterprises  were 
undertaken  by  the  enemy.  About  the  last  of  May,  a  detachment  of 
about  one  thousand  British  soldiers,  under  Sir  George  Prevost,  made 
an  attack  on  Sacketts  Harbor,  but  were  repulsed  with  considerabb 
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Ion.    On  the  10th  of  September,  Commodore  Perry  captured  the 
firitifh  fleet  on  Lake  Erie.    The  operations  on  Lake  Ontario  were 
less  decisive.     During  the  latter  part  of  summer  and  autumn,  frequent 
skirmishes  took  place,  but  no  important  advantage  was  obtained  by 
either  party.     After  the  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  great  preparations 
were  made  for  the  conquest  of  Montreal.     This  object  was  to  be 
edited  by  two  divisions  under  Generals  Wilkinson  and  Hampton, 
who  were  to  eflfect  a  junction  on  the  St  Lawrence.     The  divisi<Hi 
under  Wilkinson  movea  down  the  river  early  in  November ;  on  the 
11th,  a  severe  but  indecisive  engagement  with  the  enemy  took  place 
at  Williamsburg.     General  Hampton  made  a  short  incursion  into 
Canada,  but  no  junction  was  effected.     The  enterprise  against  Mon- 
treal was  abandoned,  and  the  troops  retired  to  winter  quarters  at 
FVench  Mills,  near  St  Regis.     Fort  George  was  evacuated  and  blown 
up  by  the  Americans.    In  December,  the  British  crossed  over  above 
Fort  Niagara,  and  took  that  place  by  storm.    Afler  the  capture  of  the 
fort,  they  proceeded  up  the  river  and  burnt  Lewiston,  Younffstown, 
Manchester,  and  the  Indian  village  of  Tuscarora.     On  the  30tn,  a  de- 
tachment of  the  British  crossed  over  near  Black  Rock.    They  were 
feebly  opposed  by  the  miUtia,  who  soon  gave  way,  and  were  totally 
routed.    Having  set  fire  to  Black  Rock,  the  enemy  advanced  to 
Bufialo,  which  Diey  laid  in  ashes,  thus  completing  the  desolation  of 
the  Niagara  frontier. 

Early  in  July,  1814,  Fort  Erie  was  taken  by  the  Americans,  and 
during  the  same  month  sanguinary  battles  were  fought  at  Chippewa 
and  Bridgewater.  On  the  11th  of  September,  Sir  George  Prevost, 
with  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men,  made  a  descent  upon  Platts- 
burg,  and  after  a  severe  engagement  was  compelled  to  retire  with 
great  loss.  The  British  fleet,  under  Commodore  Downie,  was  cap- 
tured by  Commodore  Macdonou^h,  on  the  same  day.  The  war 
was  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  signed  by  the  commissioners 
of  both  countries,  December  24th,  1814,  and  ratified  by  the  president 
and  senate  on  the  17th  of  the  following  February. 

On  the  termination  of  the  war,  the  consideration  of  the  great  plan 
for  the  internal  navigation  of  the  state  was  resumed.  During  the 
session  of  1817,  a  memorial  was  presented,  signed  by  upwards  of 
one  hundred  thousand  citizens,  calling  upon  the  legislature  to  pass 
laws  for  the  commencement  and  execution  of  the  proposed  canals. 
An  act  was  accordingly  passed,  and  large  appropriations  made  for 
this  purpose.  /The  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  were  immediatelv 
commenced  and  vigorously  prosecuted.  The  Erie  canal,  from  Al- 
bany to  Buffalo,  was  completed  in  1825,  at  an  expense  of  about  eight 
millions  of  dollars,  and  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  works  of  the 
kind  ever  constructed.  The  Champlain  canal,  seventy-one  miles  in 
length,  was  completed  in  1823,  at  an  expense  of  •875,000. 

£  1817,  Governor  Tompkins  was  chosen  vice-president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  De  Witt  Clinton  was  elected  to  succeed  him  as  gov- 
ernor of  New  York.  In  1822,  Mr.  Clinton  declining  a  re-election,  he 
Utt  succeeded  by  Joseph  C.  Yates.    During  this  year,  (1882,)  the 
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constitution  of  the  state  having  been  revised  by  a  oonventioii  at 
Albany  the  preceding  year,  was  accepted  by  the  people  in  January. 
In  1824,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  again  re-elected  to  the  office  of  ffov- 
emor.  He  died  suddenly,  February  1 1th,  1828,  and  the  duties  of  his 
office  devolved  on  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  the  lieutenant-governor.  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren  was  next  elected  governor.  He  entered  on  the  duties 
of  the  office  on  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  which,  after  holding  for  three 
months,  he  resigned.  He  was  succeeded  by  Enos  T.  Throop,  who 
exercised  the  office  of  governor  from  1829  to  1833,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  William  L.  Marcv.  Governor  Marcy  was  succeeded 
in  the  office  of  governor  by  William  H.  Seward,  in  1837. 


ALBANY  COUNTY. 

Albany  Codhtt  was  originally  organized  in  1683 ;  but  -its  limits 
have  since  been  ereatly  altered.  In  the  year  1768,  there  were  but 
ten  counties  in  tiie  state,  viz:  New  York,  Westchester,  Dutchess, 
Orange,  Ulster,  Albany,  Richmond,  Kings,  Queens,  and  Suffi>lk. 
This  county  then  embraced  the  whole  of  the  territory  of  New  York 
lying  north  of  Ulster  and  west  of  the  Hudson  river,  as  well  as  all 
northward  of  Dutchess  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson.  Its  greatest 
length  now  is  28,  and  greatest  breadth  21  miles.  The  surfoce  and 
soil  are  very  much  diversified.  Along  the  Hudson  are  alluvial  flats, 
nowhere  exceeding  a  mile  in  width,  susceptible  in  some  places  of 
high  cultivation.  From  these  flats,  the  surface  rises  abrupdy  140 
feet,  and  thence  gradually  westward  to  the  mountains.  On  the  Mo- 
hawk, the  land  is  broken,  rugged,  and  naturally  sterile ;  on  the  west 
are  the  Helderberg  Hills,  precipitous  and  craggy,  with  a  soil  of  cal* 
careous  loam.  Centrally  tne  county  consists  of  undulating  grounds 
and  plains,  with  small  marshes  and  tracts  of  cold,  wet  sands  and 
clay,  but  which  of  late  years  have  been  greatiy  fertilized  by  gypsum, 
converting  the  piney  and  sandy  desert  into  fragrant  clover  and  firuit- 
ful  wheat  fields.  Still,  large  tracts  in  this  county  are  unimproved 
and  perhaps  unimprovable ;  but  the  greater  portion  is  productive  of 
wheat,  of  which  a  large  surplus  is  annually  sent  to  the  New  Yori[ 
market  The  country  is  well  watered  by  streams  which,  flowing 
firom  the  highlands,  empty  into  the  Hudson,  afibrding  valuable  hy<» 
draulic  power.  This  county  is  divided  into  ten  towns.  Population 
in  1840  was  68,536. 

Albany,  the  capital  of  New  York,  and  the  oldest  city  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  lies  in  42^  SO'  S"  N.  Lat,  and  3^  12'  E.  Lon.,  from  Wasb- 
in^n.  It  received  its  present  name  in  the  year  1664,  in  honor 
of  James,  duke  of  York  and  Albanv,  who  afterward  mounted  the 
throne  of  England  as  James  IL  Its  original  Indian  name  was 
Seagh^m^h^4a^Ui9  signifying,  "^the  mid  of  tie  fine  wooder  «id  this 
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name  for  the  same  reason  was  applied  by  the  aborigines  to  the  site 
of  the  city  of  Schenectady,  where  it  is  yet  retained  with  a  slight  va^ 
nation  in  the  orthography.  The  Dutch  named  Albany  ''Beaver- 
wyck,"  [i.  e.  Beaver-town,]  and  afterward,  "  Willemstadt"  It  was 
never  known  as  Fort  Orange,  or  Urania,  as  has  been  asserted ;  but 
the  fort  only  was  called  Fort  Orange.*  Albany  was  probably  never 
visited  by  a  whtie  ivian  till  Sept.,  1610,  when  Hendricke  Chry stance, 
who  was  sent  up  the  river  by  Henry  Hudson  to  explore  the  country, 
first  landed  here;  and  as  far  as  can  be  learned  from  tradition  and 
some  documentary  evidence,  he  landed  somewhere  in  tlie  present 
North  Market  street  In  that  or  the  succeeding  year,  a  party  of 
the  Dutch  built  a'  blockhouse  on  the  north  point  of  Boyd's  Island,  a 
short  distance' below  the  Albany  ferry. 

This  house  was  erected  for  a  two-fold  purpose ;  first,  to  open  a 
trade  with  the  Indians  for  furs;  the  next,  to  secure  themselves  against 
any  sudden  attack  firom  the  savages.  But  it  was  soon  demolished, 
for  the  next  springes  freshet  and  ice  swept  the  whole  of  it  away. 
This  party  then  cl^se  a  hill,  subsequently  called  "  Kiddenhooghtenf\ 
within  two  miles  of  Albany,  for  the  erection  of  another  trading- 
house.  The  Indians  called  this  hill  **  Ta-wass-a-gun-shee,''  or  the 
**  Look-out  Hill."  Not  long  afterward,  this  spot  was  abandoned, 
and  a  mote  convenient  post  selected.  The  place  last  chosen  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  house  now  called  ^  Fort  Orange  Hotel,"  in  South 
Market  street.  The  Dutch  there  erected  a  Fort,  ^  mounting  eight 
MUme  piece»!*X  ^^^  called  it  *'  Fort  Orange.** 

Until  after  the  year  1625,  the  Dutch  did  not  contemplate  making 
any  permanent  settlements  in  this  state.  They  merely  visited  the 
country  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  with  a  view  to  the  fur  trade 
with  the  Indians,  returning  in  the  spring  to  Holland,  or  "  Yader- 
landt"  But  in  that  year,  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  first  en- 
tertained the  idea  of  colonizing  their  newly  discovered  territories  in 
America,  and  accordingly  offered  large  appropriations-  of  land  to 
such  families  as  should  **  settle**  in  their  colony  of  New  Netherlands. 
This  soon  brought  many  over,  and  from  that  period  till  1635,  several 
of  our  most  respectable  Dutch  families  arrived ;  among  them  were  the 
ancestors  of  the  Van  Schelluyne,  Quackcnboss,  Lansing,  Bleeker, 
Van  Ness,  Pruyn,  Van  Woert,  Wendell,  Van  Eps,  and  Van  Rensse- 
laer families. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  stone  or  brick  building  was  erected 
here   (the  fort  excepted)  until  the  year  1647,  when,  according  to 

*  For  matt  of  the  statements  given  respecting  the  early  history  of  Albany,  the  authon 
in  indebted  lo  the  *'  Historical  Reminiscences,"  published  in  the  American  Journal,  18S5. 

y  Kiddenkaogkiem^  or  KM^JieighU  or  hill^  received  '\\b  name  about  the  year  17U1;  and, 
•eeovding  to  tradition,  in  memory  of  the  pirate  Kidd^  so  celebrated  '*  in  song  and  story,** 
vho  it  it  sapposod  concealed  much  of  his  ill-gotten  treasure  in  the  vicinity.  It  is,  however, 
doubted  whether  Kidd  ascended  the  Hudson  as  far  as  Albany. 

I  According  to  Mr.  Vander  Kempt,  the  translator  of  our  Dutch  records,  ihey  were  called 
"  StieD^etmcken,'*  or  stone  pieces,  because  they  were  loaded  with  stone  instead  of  iron 
WU.  Thitj  were  fcmned  of  long  and  strong  iron  hart,  longitudinally  laid,  and  bound  with 
inn  hooHL  and  w«ra  of  immansa  caliber. 
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a  "  letter  from  Commissuy  De  la  Montcgnie"  to  tin  Dotdi  gov> 
eiaoz  kt  New  Amsterdam,  (New  York,)  a  ttmu  buildiMg  waa  erected 
near  the  fort,  and  he  complains  of  Uie  "  enormoui  libatioDi"  nfom 
the  occasion  of  celebrating  its  comiJetloit :  "  No  lei^  (ha  aay^ 
"  than  8  ankers  (126  gallons)  of  brandy  were  consumad." 

About  100  years  since,  Albany  was  protected  agaioft  auddoi  ir- 
ruptuHu  from  the  Indians  by  the  erection  of  paliaadies,*  put  of  tha 
remains  of  which  were  visible  within  the  last  forty  yean.  Barrack 
(now  Chapel)  street,  was  the  principal  place  for  biuineM.  Tha  gov- 
eminent  of  Uie  city  was  extremely  rigid,  and  often  cruet ;  it  dm* 
the  character  more  of  a  military  despotism  than  that  of  a  ciTil  pi^ 
lice ;  heavy  penalties  were  imposed  for  the  least  infr«ctioa  of  tfai 
laws  regulating  the  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  many  families  com^ 
queotly  ruined.  This  severity  drove  some  of  the  "traders"  to  the 
Schenectady  flats,  where  they  intercepted  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  Air  on  its  way  to  Albany,  and  which  occasioned  for  many  yevi 
the  most  bitter  animosities  between  the  inhabitants  of  both  pfacea. 
The  circulating  medium  then  in  use  consisted  jmncipally  of  aaeant, 
or  wampum. 

Ministers  of  the  reformed  religion  were  regularly  sent  out  from 
Holland  to  the  colony.  In  1657,  the  Rer.  Gideon  SchaaU  sailed 
frmn  Amsterdam  for  this  colony,  and  about  the  same  time  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company  wrote  a  letter,  stating  that  they  would  send  ■ 
beil  and  a/w^nt,  "  for  the  inhabitanU  of  Fort  Orange,  and  of  the  Til- 
lage of  Beaverwick,  for  their  newly  constructed  kttb  ckwk,"    b 
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AndeiU  Dttich  Church,  Albanjf. 


1716,  this  church  became  too  small  for  the  congre^tion,  and  the 
proprietors  adopted  a  singular  mode  of  enlarging  it  Beytmd  and 
<xi  every  side  of  the  ancient  building,  they  sunk  a  new  stone  waU  | 

*  Tbear  pilindei  coDnaled  of  Uukb  piacn  at  tunbar  in  ekaa  eonuci  irith  Mik  oAm*, 
dlhan  aDdwi  '  ..--...        ^^ 
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on  this  feuDchitioii  they  rtused  a  lu^gor  slnicturau  Having  dmt  com* 
pletely  encloied  the  first  church,  they  took  it  down  and  r^noved  the 
whole,  with  only  the  lots  of  public  worship  for  three  sabbaths.  The 
new  edifice,  which  had  been  constructed  in  this  manner,  was  oub 
story  high,  of  Gothic  appearance,  having  its  windows  richly  om»» 
mented  with  coats  of  arms.  This  church,  of  which  the  precedung  ei^ 
graving  is  a  representation,  stood  about  ninety-two  years  in  the  open 
area  formed  by  the  angle  of  State,  Market,  and  Oourt  streets.  It  ^ 
was  taken  down  in  1800,  and  the  stone  of  which  it  was  constructed 
was  used  in  the  erection  of  the  South  Dutch  Church,  between  Hud- 
son and  Beaver  streets.  Fort  Orange,  on  the  river  bank,  appears  to  j 
have  been  but  a  slight  fortification.  In  1089,  a  complaint  was  "^ 
made  by  the  commandant  of  the  fort  to  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  stating 
^  that  the  fort  was  in  a  miserable  state  of  decay,  and  thai  the  kog$ 
had  destroyed  a  part  cf  iL^  A  later  work  built  of  stone  was  erected 
on  the  river  hill,  at  the  west  end  of  State-street  The  English  Church 
was  just  below  it,  at  the  west  end  of  a  market 

As  has  been  stated,  the  govemmoit  of  Beaverwick,  or  Albany, 
while  under  the  Dutch  rule  was  rigid  and  arbitrary.  It  was  in  the 
hands  of  three  or  more  ^  commissaries,"  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  council,  who  usually  held  their  offices  tor  one  year.  Without  the 
permission  of  the  commissaries,  no  one  was  allowed  to  build  houses, 
Duy  or  sell,  or  to  establish  manufactories,  stores,  shops,  taverns,  or 
beer-houses.  In  1647,  Jan  La  Battie  applied  for  permission  ''to 
build  a  brewery,"  which  was  granted  **  on  lus  paying  yearly  six  ieam 
erSf  a  duty  of  pej^aps  of  about  eighty  dollars.  The  duties  were 
generally  farmed  ovt,  or  sold  at  auction ;  and  during  this  year  and 
several  years  afterward,  the  duties  on  beer  in  Beaverwick  exceeded 
eight  htmdred  dollars.  The  fines  imposed  for  the  violation  of  ordi- 
nances were  generally  distributed  in  the  sentence  in  this  way :  ^cxie 
third  to  the  3iurch,  one  third  to  the  public,  and  one  third  tothe 
attorney-general'' 

«*Profe«orKtbB,w1ioiriiit6d  Albtiij  in  1749,  has  left  w  tODM  AU  dw  people 

thea  nndentood  Dutch.  AU  the  honeee  stood  gable  end  to  the  street;  dw  ends  wen  of 
brick,  sod  the  side  walls  of  pbaks  or  logs.  The  gutters  on  the  roofr  went  oat  almost  to 
the  middle  of  the  street,  greailr  annoying  trarellen  in  their  dischaige.  At  the  stoopes 
(porches)  the  people  spent  much  of  their  time,  especislly  on  the  shady  side ;  and  in  the 
OTenings  they  were  filled  with  both  sexes.  The  streets  were  dirty  by  reason  of  the  cattle 
possessing  their  free  use  during  the  summer  nights.  They  hsd  no  knowledge  of  stoTee, 
and  their  chimnies  were  eo  wide  that  one  could  drire  through  them  widi  a  car  and  honee. 
Ifany  people  stUl  made  wampum  to  sell  to  Indians  and  traders.  Dutch  manners  every, 
where  prevailed ;  but  their  dress  in  general  wss  sfter  the  English  form.  They  were  re. 
garded  as  dose  in  traffic ;  were  very  fingal  in  their  house  economy  and  dieL  Their 
women  were  over-nice  in  cleanliness,  scouring  floors  and  kitchen  utensils  several  times  a 
week ;  rising  very  eariy  and  going  to  sleep  very  late.  Their  servants  were  chiefly  negroee. 
Their  breakfast  wss  tee  without  milk,  using  sugsr  by  putting  a  small  bit  into  the  mouth. 
Their  dinner  was  buttermilk  and  bread ;  and  ^  to  that  they  added  sugar,  it  was  deemed 
delkdous.'*— ITetemi's  Skttehu  of  Oldm  Timu  tn  iVeis  York. 

Albany  was  incorporated  as  a  city,  under  Grovemor  Dongan*s 
administration,  in  1688.  The  charter  limits  were  one  mile  on  the 
river»  and  extended  northwest  to  the  north  line  of  the  manor  i^Rens- 
peiaer»  and  retaining  that  width  thirteen  and  ahalf  miles ;  the  feeshnfrfe 


of  which  was  vested  in  the  corporation.  Its  bounds  ■were  enlsTfied 
by  the  addition  of  part  of  the  small  town  of  Colonie,  in  1816,  which 
now  forms  the  fifth  ward.  The  government  of  the  city  is  now  lodged 
in  a  mayor,  recorder,  ten  aldermen,  and  ten  assistant  aldermen,  who 
are  annnaJly  elected  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May.  The  plat  on  which 
the  city  is  buitt  is  uneven.  .  A  low  alluvial  flat  extends  along  the  river 
from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  rods  wide ;  west  of  which  rises  abruptly 
a  hill  of  clay  and  sand,  ui  the  first  half  mile  one  hundred  and  mly- 
three  feet,  and  in  the  next  about  sixty-seven  feet  high;  from  this 
summit  the  country  extends  in  nearly  an  even  plain  to  Schenectady. 
The  position  of  Albany,  necessarily  makes  it  a  great  thoroughfare. 
The  completion  of  the  canals  has  given  it  a  great  commercial  im- 
portance, making  it  the  entrepot  for  a  great  proportion  of  the  pro- 
ducts destined  lor  the  New  York  market  To  accommodate  this 
trade,  a  basin  has  been  constructed  by  the  citizens  on  the  river,  in 
which  all  the  northern  and  western  canal  boats  are  received.  It 
consists  of  part  of  the  river  included  between  the  shore  and  a  pier 
eighty  feet  wide,  and  four  ^ousand  three  hundred  feet  long.  The 
pier  contains  about  eight  acres,  on  which  stores  have  been  built,  and 
where  immense  quantities  of  lumber  and  other  articles  of  trade  an 
deposited.     The  basin  has  an  area  of  thirty-two  acres. 


SlaU  and  City  HalU,  Albany. 

The  above  is  a  west  view  of  the  State  and  City  Halls,  the  fronti 
of  which  face  the  Academy  Park,  a  small  section  of  which  appears 
on  the  left.  The  building  on  the  right  is  the  City  Hail,  constructed 
of  white  marble,  hewed  out  by  the  state  prisoners,  at  Sing  Sing,  and 
distinguished  above  all  other  edifices  in  this  country  by  its  gilded 
domelike  the  Invalides  at  Paris.  It  was  completed  in  December,  18S3. 
In  the  rotunda  of  this  building  there  is  a  statue  of  Hamilton,  a  copy 
of  that  by  Greenough,  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  destroyed  by  tne 
great  fire  in  New  York,  in  1635.  There  are  also  two  designs  in  oaai- 
relief,  executed  by  W,  Coflee,  at  Uie  cost  of  the  citiEens,  comme 
tive  of  De  Witt  Clinton  and  Sir  Walter  Scott    A  bust  of  • 
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introduced  in  the  detigna ;  that  of  Clinton  is  mirrounded  by  figurea. 
represeD ting  Commerce,  Apiculture,  Science,  a  canal  lock,  &c  The 
buat  of  Scott  is  accompanied  with  a  female  fiffure,  presenting  a  volume 
inscribed  "  Marmion ;"  the  words  "  MiDstrel'  and  "  WaverTy"  appear 
<xt  a  scroll  below ;  the  Genius  of  History,  Fame,  and  the  emblems  of 
death  and  immortality,  are  also  introduced.  The  New  State  Hall,  par- 
lially  seen  on  the  lefi,  was  commenced  in  1635.  It  covers  an  area  of 
one  nundred  and  thirty-eight  by  eighty-eight  feet,  and  is  sixty-five  feet 
in  height  The  materials  of  the  building  are  brick  and  stone ;  the 
exterior  faced  with  marble,  from  Mount  Pleasant ;  the  ceilings  are 
ircbed  with  brick,  and  the  whole  fire-proo£  This  edifice  contains 
the  offices  of  the  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  treasurer,  attomey- 
gcnenl,  surveyor-general,  &c. 
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East  View  of  the  Capitol  at  ABiany. 

Ths  above  ia  an  eastern  view  of  the  capitol,  situated  at  the  head 
of  8tate4treet,  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
river.  It  is  substantially  built  of  stone,  at  an  expense  of  9120,000,  of 
which  the  city  corporation  paid  934,000.  The  hall  of  the  repre- 
sentatives and  the  senate  chamber,  each  contain  full  lei^h  portraits 
of  Washington,  and  of  several  governors  of  the  state.  Tne  Academy 
ii  on  the  north  side  of  the  public  square ;  is  a  fine  building,  con- 
•tnicted  of  Nyac  stone,  three  stories  high  and  ninety  feet  front; 
cost,  at  the  city  charge,  tQCOOO,  exclusive  of  the  site  and  some  im- 
|iortaot  donations.  The  Albany  Institute  has  commodious  apartments 
in  the  Academy.  Its  library  contains  about  two  thousand  volumes, 
ud  its  museum  mpre  than  ten  thousand  specimens  in  geol*>?yt 
mineralogy,  botany,  coins,  engravings,  casts,  &c  It  publ.shes  its 
transactions  from  time  to  time,  and  has  a  high  reputation  abroad. 
The  Albany  Female  Academy,  is  a  beautiful  building,  erected  by  a 
company  incorporated  February,  1821 ;  this  institution  has  a  high 
Rputation.     The  Exchange,  Stanwix  Hall,  the  Museum,  and  several 
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of  the  churches,  are  fine  buildings.  The  Athenewnj  was  established 
in  1827 ;  the  Albany  Library ^  established  in  1792,  and  now  connected 
with  the  Atheneum,  has  about  nine  thousand  volumes. 

There  are  six  banks,  viz: — Bank  of  Albany,  incorporated  in  1703; 
capital,  8240,000.  New  York  State  Bank,  incorporated  1803 ;  capi- 
tal, 9360,600.  Mechanics  and  Farmers*  Bank,  incorporated  1811; 
capital,  8442,000.  Commercial  Bank,  incorporated  1825;  capitalv 
•300,000.  Canal  Bank,  incorporated  1829 ;  capital,  9300,000.  Al- 
bany City  Bank,  incorporated  1834 ;  capital,  8500,000.  The  Albany 
Savmgs  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1820. 

There  are  25  churches :  4  Presbyterian ;  1  Associate  do. ;  B 
Dutch  Reformed;  4  Methodist  Episcopal;  1  Protestant  Methodist; 
1  Colored  do. ;  3  Baptist ;  1  Colored  do. ;  2  Catholic ;  3  Episcopa- 
lian; 1  Friends;  1  Universalist.  Population,  33,663.  Albany  is 
distant  from  New  York  148  miles ;  from  Washington  city,  376 ;  Phil- 
adelphia, 237;  Boston,  171 ;  Hartford,  92;  Montreal,  247;  Quebec, 
394 ;  Detroit,  664 ;  Buffalo  via  Utica  by  land,  296 ;  via  Cherry  Val- 
ley, 282 ;  by  the  canal,  363. 

Upon  the  northern  bounds  of  the  city  is  the  mansioi^  house  of  the 
late  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  the  patroon  of  the  manor  of  Rens- 
selaerwick.  It  is  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  a  thick  forest  of 
trees,  giving  it  an  unusually  retired  aspect  "  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman can  scarcely  be  mentioned  without  a  passinff  tribute  lo  his 
merit.  Blessed  with  great  wealth,  which  so  iGrequenUy  leads  to  sel- 
fish egotism  and  ezclusiveness,  he  has  through  life  been  distingobhed 
as  an  active  and  efficient  public  man ;  bestowing  his  personal  ssnices 
and  his  fortune,  to  the  encouragement  of  every  species  c^iBqirove- 
ment  in  literature,  science,  and  art  His  name,  as  a  benefMStoiv  is 
associated  with  most  of  the  charitable  and  scientific  institutions  of  the 
state  ;  and  he  has  perhaps  done  more  than  any  other  citizen  to  fi>ster 
agriculture  and  internal  improvements." — Gordon* s  Oax. 

Bbkne,  centrally  distant  west  from  Albany  20  miles,  was  taken 
from  Rensselaerville  in  1795.  Population,  3,740.  This  town  was 
settled  during  the  revolutionary  war,  by  a  number  of  Scotch  families. 
Berne,  East  Berne,  and  Readsville,  are  the  names  of  postoflices. 
Centreville,  is  a  small  village.  The  lands  in  this  town  are  leased  by 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Bkthlehem,  the  first  town  south  from  Albany,  was  taken  from 
Watervliet,  in  1793.  Pop.  3,225.  The  flats  on  Hudson  river  are 
inhabited  by  the  descendants  of  the  early  Dutch  settlers.  There  sure 
here  extensive  limestone  caves,  one  of  which  has  been  explored  fiir 
about  a  Quarter  of  a  mile.  Coeyman's  creek  and  the  Normans  kill, 
afford  valuable  hydraulic  power.  Cedar  Hill  postoffice,  on  the  Hud- 
son, is  8  miles  south  from  Albany.  Mills  Island,  a  fertile  tract  in 
the  Hudson,  lies  partly  in  the  town. 

CoEYMANs,  taken  fi'om  Watervliet  in  1791.  Pop.  8,107.  It  wss 
early  settled  bv  the  Dutch,  and  received  its  name  fit>m  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  himself  a  proprietor.  Coeyman's  villa^,  at  the  junction  of 
Coeyman's  creek  with  the  Hudson,  14  miles  soum  of  Albany,  iiiBlad* 


fag^af»«^iiiB>riiilMAwtf^fc  Ge«rMari Haling i«&  pa* 
Tillage,  in  the  eentnl  part  of  the  town  on  Hawnakrani  kilL 

GuiLDKXLiUiD,  taken  from  Watervliet  in  ISOS.  Pop.  3,790.  Guild- 
criand,  Wect  GniJderland,  (xuilderland  Centre,  ana  Duniville,  aie 
poitofficea.    The  town  ia  centrally  diitut  from  Albany  10  mileai . 

Knox,  Uken  from  Bene  in  1S3S.  Pop.  3,148.  The  landa  an 
leaaed  by  Mr.  Van  Rcnaifrfaer.  Knoxville,  or  Union  Stre^  31  liilaq 
weft  frtHn  Albany,  has  about  30  dwellingi. 

Niw  SooTLAKn,  taken  from  Bethlebem  in  18S8.  Pop.  3,914.  New 
Scotland,  8  milea  Kutbweat  of  Albany,  bw  about  40  dwelling!. 
New  Salem,  Ciarkarille,  Umoo  Church,  an  poefa^cei.  Callagai^* 
Comen,  ia  a  amall  wttletnent  in  the  KNitbeait  part  of  the  town. 

RimasLAUTiuA,  taken  from  Watervliet  in  1700.  Pop.  8,712. 
RenaaelaerviUe,  a  village  of  about  136  dwellinga,  u  ntueted  on  Tea 
Hile  creek,  at  the  junctiMi  of  the  AU>any,  Delawan,  and  Greenvilla 
tiunpikes,  34  milee  aonthweat  from  Aluny.     The  fUlowing  view 


NortJuaitem  Viao  of  RetuMtlatrvillt, 

waa  taken  near  the  Episcopal  church  seen  on  the  left.  The  church 
<Hi  the  hill  is  the  Presbytehan,  and  that  on  the  light  the  Methodist 
The  Baptist  church  is  not  seen  from  this  point  On  the  Ten  Mils 
creek  there  is  an  artificial  reservoir  or  dam,  flooding  80  or  100  acres, 
which  afibrds  great  hydraulic  power.  This  stream  approaches  tha 
Yillage  through  the  ravine,  seen  between  the  hills  in  tne  engraving, 
and  m  the  course  of  half  a  mile  foils  160  or  300  feet  In  1788,  the 
fint  mill  in  this  town  was  erected  by  Messrs.  Samuel  Jenkins  and  Joat 
Culver  on  this  creek,  near  the  site  of  the  villa^  This  town  wa« 
first  settled  during  this  revolutiim  by  Mr.  Henry  Vandyke,  an  elderly 
gentleman,  who  located  htmaetf  in  the  southwest  part  Samuel  Jep- 
kins.  Mdatiah  and  Natiwuet  Hatch.  Joseph  Woodfbid,  ThooMu 
Urown,  Joel  Cu)v«r,  J^Boathan  Cnx^r,  Ashbel  Culver  and  othei% 
aettled  bm  ^oot  ITjEBSL    Tbitj  wen  mostly  yowg  n^tlt  fro*  Coo* 
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necticut,  Massachusetts,  and  Dutchess  county.  They  built  their  log 
cabins,  cooked  their  provisions,  remained  during  warm  weather*  and  in 
winter  returned  east.  These  first  settlers  were  very  poor.  For  the 
first  year  or  two,  not  a  horse  was  owned  within  a  mile  of  the  village, 
and  they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  maple  sugar  20  or  30  miles  an 
their  backs,  exchange  it  for  com,  and  return  in  the  same  manner. 
The  first  log  cabin  in  the  village  was  located  on  the  spot  where  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Mumford's  store  now  stands,  and  was  erected  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Jenkins.  In  the  hollow  near  the  village,  the  tories,  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  had  a  secret  place  of  rendezvous.  Here  they 
built  a  hut  of  bass-wood  logs,  oblong  in  its  form,  with  the  logs 
meeting  at  the  top,  and  capable  of  holding  50  or  100  men.  An 
unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  surprise  them.  The  military  road, 
built  during  the  old  French  war,  between  Athens  and  Schoharie,  pass- 
ed a  little  west  of  the  village  site.  Preston  Hollow,  30  miles  south- 
west of  Albany,  on  the  Athens  and  Cherry  Valley  turnpike,  has  about 
40  dwellings.  Potter's  Hollow,  2  miles  south  of  the  above^and  HalTs 
Mills,  about  5  miles  south  from  Rensselaerville,  are  small  settlementSt 
having  postoflSces. 

The  lollowing  account  of  the  captivity  of  two  lads,  John  and  Rob- 
ert Brice,  is  drawn  from  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Josiah  Priesti  entitled 
**  The  Captive  Boys  of  Rensselaerville. 

The  parentB  of  those  children  emigrated  from  Scotland  in  1774,  and  settled  in  tkit  part 
of  the  Rensselaerwick  patent  formerly  comprised  in  the  limits  of  this  town,  bat  bow  m. 
those  of  Berne.  The  war  of  the  revolution  had  raged  with  yarious  success  for  aboiil  finr 
▼ean,  when  the  few  scattered  families  of  this  vicinity  began  to  be  in  constant  fear  froa  As 
incursions  of  the  tories  and  Indians,  who  had  now  commenced  their  deprsdatioiia  and  aeto  of 
cold-blooded  cruelty  upon  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighborhood  of  Old  Schoharia.  Tba 
family  of  Mr.  Brice,  having  sot  out  of  bread,  sent  one  morning  on  horseback,  Sobart,  As 
youngest  of  the  two  boys,  who  was  then  about  eleven  years  of  age,  with  a  bag  of  meal  to 
get  ground  at  a  place  called  the  Beaver  Dam,  eight  or  nine  miles  distant  from  thoir  dwdL 
ing.  He  arrived  safely  at  the  mill,  in  company  with  three  other  lads,  who  went  tUtber  on 
a  similar  errand.  By  the  time  their  meal  was  ready,  the  day  was  far  spent ;  and  as  tboir 
route  back  mostly  lay  through  a  long  and  deep  forest,  they  all  but  little  Robert  condvdad 
to  remain  with  the  miller  overnight.  John  Brice,  the  elder  of  the  two  boys,  was  at  tUi 
time  at  work  with  a  farmer  by  the  name  of  Johannes  Deitz,  who  rended  about  three  milM 
from  the  mill,  and  thither  Robert  was  determined  to  go  and  spend  the  night,  and  ratuoi 
the  remainder  uf  the  way  home  on  the  next  morning.  The  bog  of  meal  beii^  placad  on 
the  hor»c,  the  little  fellow  pursued  his  lonely  way  through  the  wilderness.  It  was  near  iba 
commencement  of  twilight,  the  last  beams  of  the  descending  sun  were  flashing  their  goldeB 
glare  among  the  peaks  of  the  mountains,  when,  on  approaching  the  house  where  ha  intended 
to  hsvc  paiecd  the  night,  an  Indian  horribly  painted  rose  up  suddenly  from  the  roadaida^ 
and  seizing  the  bridle  of  the  honfo,  without  saying  a  word,  or  seeming  to  notice  the  rider, 
lesd  the  horse  directly  towards  the  house.  On  passing  the  bam  door,  the  boy  was  ioapued 
with  addiuonal  terror  on  beholding  old  Mr.  I>eitz  lying  on  the  ground  weltering  in  Ua 
blood.  Between  the  house  and  bam,  he  saw  in  a  similar  situation  the  wives  of  tdd  Mr. 
Deitz  and  son,  with  four  small  children  of  the  latter,  and  a  servant  giri,  in  all  eight  peiaonai 
their  newly  shed  blood  scsrcely  yet  cooled  in  the  evening  air.  He  now  perceired  ibt 
house  to  be  full  oi  Indians,  hideously  painted,  busily  and  silently  employed  in  canyiQg  onl 
its  contents— provisions,  clothing,  dec.  In  casting  his  eye  around,  he  beheld  at  a  Uttle  di^ 
tance  from  the  house  his  brother  John  and  Captain  Deitz,  the  son  of  the  old  man,  tied  to 
a  tree,  prisoners.  The  work  of  robbery  and  butchery  being  accomplished,  the  IndianB 
packed  their  plunder  on  the  backs  of  several  horses  which  they  had  stolen,  and  hurried  from 
the  place.  They  had  gone  but  a  little  way  from  the  scene  of  butchery,  when  heariiy  a 
crackling  noise  behind  them,  the  lads  looked  back,  and  saw  the  house,  barn,  and  ontbouam 
all  in  flamaa.    The  fist  night  of  their  captivity  they  alept  within  a  mile  of  thnr  pavaal^'  fti 
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iht  Wi  <f  ih>  wamgn,  E>riy  the  next  momiDg  they  reromed  their  flight ;  their  progrew 
WW  alow  tfaioofh  the  woods,  occasioned  by  the  bulkineas  of  their  baggage,  while  they 
diiMHed  their  way  towania  the  bead  waters  d  the  Cattskill  creek,  sleeping  that  night  some- 
where  in  dbe  neighborhood  of  what  is  now  called  Potter's  Hollow,  a  few  miles  southwest 
of  Oakhill,  in  Greene  county.  From  this  place  they  again  set  off  in  the  morning  towards 
the  Schoharie  river,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day,  while  ascending;  to  the  height  of  land  aim- 
inf  to  mch  the  river  above  Middlebuigh,  the  Indians  suddenly  became  very  much  alarmed. 
News,  it  appeared,  had  reached  the  garrison  at  Schoharie  of  the  outrage,  and  they  had 
sent  oat  a  party  to  intercept  the  Indians  in  their  retreat ;  but  the  savages  had  discovered 
dMD  in  aeaaon  not  to  be  surprised.  Abandoning  their  horMs,  plunder  and  all,  the  three 
priBDoerB  and  eight  scalps  excepted,  the  Indians  fled  into  the  woods  on  the  side  of  the  ridge, 
sad  the  drrkn^^  of  night  soon  hid  them  from  the  fury  of  their  pursuers.  If  they  had  not 
been  diacurbed  in  their  couise,  their  intention  was  to  have  availed  themselves  of  the  war. 
rioi^  path  on  the  Schoharie  river,  leading  to  the  place  called  Brake-aJrin,  from  thence  to 
Haipeiafield,  and  so  on  to  the  Sosquehannah,  the  Chemung,  Grenesee,  and  Niagara.  As 
soon  as  it  was  day,  having  alept  that  night  without  fire,  they  set  forward  sgain,  much  cast 
down  in  their  minda ;  porsning  the  range  of  the  mountain  till  somewhere  near  Gilboa,  they 
ffosssd  the  creek,  aiid  paased  on  through  the  woods  to  Harpeisfield ;  from  thence  to  the 
Chsrioite  river,  coming  to  the  Susquehannah  at  McDaniel*s  Mills,  since  so  called,  and 
Asnee  onward  down  that  river  to  the  Oquago. 

Having  now  loec  all  their  provisiona,  dliey  felt  the  suflerings  of  hunger,  and  had  no  way  to 

isbsve  themselves,  lest  their  teU-tale  guns  should  report  them  to  Sieir  pursuers.    Three 

days  and  nigfats  they  were  compelled  to  subsist  on  nothing  except  what  the  bushes  might 

aftrd— winiergreens,  birch  bark,  and  now  and  then  a  few  wild  berries.    Captain  Deitx  waa 

t  peculiar  anfierer,  aa  suspended  from  a  stick  were  the  aged  scalps  of  his  father  and 

BMher,  his  wife  and  the  four  bloody  memorials  of  his  babes,  adorned  with  the  bali^grown 

ksir  of  their  infant  heads.    These  were  constandy  in  his  view,  and  often  slapped  in  his 

bee  by  the  savage  warrior.    Captain  Deitz  finally  died  at  Montreal  with  a  broken  heart. 

On  the  durd  day,  when  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  Unadilla  river,  they  considered  them. 

srives  oat  of  danger,  consequenUy  travelled  more  at  leiiiure,  stopping  frequendy  to  hunt.   At 

■eh  fimsa,  aa  when  they  went  oat  to  hunt  a  day,  intending  to  return  by  night,  the  Indiana 

slwafB  boand  Captain  Deitz  and  Robert's  brother  to  a  tree,  laying  them  flat  on  their  backs, 

viih  their  legs  a  Utde  elevated  to  a  limb ;  in  this  uneasy  posture  they  were  compelled  to 

tdkt  till  their  retwu.     The  owner  of  Robert  had  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  when  the 

ptrty  were  pursued  by  the  detachment  from  the  garrison  at  Schoharie,  and  after  a  few  dajrs 

oiuUing,  hs  became  so  lame  as  to  be  unable  to  travel  as  fast  as  his  companions.    The 

poor  boy  was  now  separated  fivm  his  brother  and  Captain  Deitz,  and  was  left  behind  with 

bi  master  and  two  other  Indians.    The  first  intimation  to  the  boy  that  they  had  arrived  in 

tbe  Genesee  or  Indian  country,  were  the  yells  which  they  uttered,  and  the  responses  they 

nosiTed  from  a  great  distance,  which  were  continued  until  within  sight  of  each  other. 

Hers  commenced  a  persecurion  which  the  little  fellow  had  not  anticipated ;  for  the  Indian 

cfaildm  about  hia  size  and  age  immediately  fell  upon  him  with  their  whips  and  fiats,  amus- 

4ff  iheDselves  to  see  him  jump  about  and  cry.    He  fled  for  protection  to  his  master,  but 

obtained  none  from  that  quarter.    His  next  resort  was  to  fly  to  a  hut,  although  full  of  Indians, 

iD  laof^bing  at  hia  misfortunes ;  he  sprang  in  among  them,  trembling,  pale,  and  bleeding, 

vhea  his  pursners  desisted.    Whenever  they  approached  an  Indian  settlement,  the  same 

MniooQs  yells  were  renewed,  when  the  same  sort  of  persecution  sgain  befell  him ;  but  aa 

Mceaity  at  first  had  taught  him  to  fly  to  a  but,  so  he  now  had  learned  to  press  forward 

with  sH  his  power  to  the  door  of  the  first  wigwam  which  offered  to  his  view,  never  being 

repulsed  on  his  entry.     Four  times  on  pawing  from  one  settlement  to  another,  he  ezperi- 

niced  the  aame  sort  of  treatment ;  which  custom  at  one  time  had  nearly  cost  him  his  life. 

As  Indian  lad  much  larger  than  himself,  who  ought,  even  according  to  their  notions  of 

di|niiy  and  maimers,  to  have  known  better,  knocked  him  down  with  a  club,  but  he  sprang 

Bp,  end  soon  found  the  accustomed  asylum,  drenched  in  blood.    At  length,  the  three  In- 

dius  came  to  a  place  called  the  Nine  Mile  Landing,  on  Lake  Ontario,  where  was  the 

koiae  of  his  master.     Here  they  shaved  his  head  and  adorned  it  with  feathers,  and  painted 

^  after  their  manner,  intending  to  bring  him  up  as  an  Indian,  taking  him  with  them  on 

dieir  fishing  and  hunting  parties,  initiating  him  as  fast  as  possible  into  their  mode  of  living. 

A  few  weeks  after,  his  master  took  him  to  Fort  Erie,  opposite  to  where  Buffalo  now  standa, 

■ad  sold  him  for  fifteen  dollars  to  the  captain  of  a  vessel  on  Lake  Eric,  who  was  a  Scutch. 

■MB.    From  this  time  he  saw  his  Indian  acquaintance  no  more,  going  immediately  with  his 

aew  msster  to  Detroit.     Supposing  that  if  he  continued  with  the  captain,  and  followed  a 

■Spfitfing  Ufe,  all  opporninity  would  be  forever  lost  of  returning  to  his  parents,  he  contrived 

»|isa  to  be  kft  at  Detroit,  to  which  hsi  master  consented.    At  Uiis  place  he  remained  until 
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the  cloM  of  die  rarohitkmwf  ww,  when,  eceording  to  the  trCielee  of  petee,  te 

both  countriee  were  to  be  sent  to  their  homes.    His  brother,  et  the  time  of  their 

was  sent  to  Fort  Nitgars,  and  he,  in  company  with  Robert  and  many  othen,  w»re 

and  sent  to  their  respectiye  homesi — ^Robert  Brice  is  now,  or  was  recently,  sdU  liviQf  ii 

Bethlehem  in  this  county ;  a  respected  dtixen  of  the  frrmer  clasa. 

• 

Watebvliet  was  organized  in  1788.  Pop.,  including  West  Trov, 
10,146.  It  includes  the  islands  in  the  Hudson  on  the  east ;  centnlfj 
distant  north  from  Albany  6  miles,  extending  10  miles  along  tb 
Mohawk  river,  and  its  lowest  branch  or  sprout,  and  6i  alonff  the 
Hudson.  Havers,  Van  Schaicks  or  Cahoes,  and  Green  or  Tibbeti 
islands,  are  formed  by  sprouts  of  the  Mohawk.  They  were  occupied 
by  the  American  army  under  General  Gates,  in  1777.  The  landb  of 
the  town  are  principally  comprised  in  the  manor  of  RensselaerwicL 
Cahoes,  Neskayuna,  and  West  Troy,  are  villages.  The  small  hat 
flourishing  manufacturing  village  of  Cahoes  is  situated  near  the  &n% 
on  the  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  junction 
of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals.  The  water-power  developed 
here  is  very  great,  and  the  advantages  of  this  position  for  manuuo 
tures,  are  among  the  best  in  the  state. 

**  The  Cahoes  Falls,  in  foil  view  of  the  villa^,  and  seen  with  special  advantage  fnm  Ihi 
bridge,  have  a  total  descent  of  78  feet,  and  a  perpendicular  pitch  of  about  40.  Abcyve  tha  eat 
araet,  the  bank  on  die  lef^  has  nearly  100  feet  perpendicular  elevation,  and  below,  170  tmt 
On  the  right  above  the  pitch,  the  bank  is  low ;  but  below  it,  the  shore  is  between  80  and  SI 
feet  high ;  below  the  falls  the  river  runs  in  a  deep,  rocky  and  broken  bed  for  a  aiMNt  &^ 
Cance,  expanded  into  the  placid  pool  formed  by  the  state  dam,  and  glidea  over  that  dan  m 
one  lovely  sheet  of  about  )  of  a  mile  in  length,  whose  gentle  fall  of  7  feet  makea  a  plaaaai 
eontraet  with  the  great  cataract  above.  In  floods,  the  whole  bed  at  the  latter  it  wnmti 
with  water,  which  descends  in  one  unbroken  torrent  about  900  feet  wide.  At  aneh  M^ 
•ons,  the  high  rocky  barriers  which  confine  the  stream,  the  roar  of  the  cataract,  tlis  dMb. 
tng  of  the  troubled  vraters  as  they  descend  the  rapids,  and  the  striking  asnmilatioii  <£  As 
torrent  with  the  wilderness  above,  give  to  the  scene  unusual  subUmity." 

West  Troy,  incorporated  in  1836,  comprising  Gibbonsville,  Wa* 
tervUet,  and  rort  Schuyler,  is  situated  upon  the  Hudson,  oppotite 
Troy  [See  ww  ^ 

Troy,]  A  communication  is  constantly  kept  up  with  it  by  ferries, 
and  a  fine  macadamized  road  6  miles  in  length  alonff  the  nver  eon* 
nects  it  with  Albany.  A  valuable  water-power  is  oerived  from  the 
Junction  canal,  and  used  at  the  arsenal  and  other  works.  The  village 
has,  by  the  census  of  1840,  a  population  of  4,607 ;  and  enjoying  all  the 
advantages  of  navigation  possessed  by  Troy,  grows  rapidly.  The 
United  States  arsenal,  located  here,  comprises  several  extensive 
buildings  of  stone  and  brick,  in  which  there  are  a  large  quantity  of 
arms,  with  workshops  for  their  repair.    Among  the  caimon  are  some 

fieces  taken  at  Saratoga  and  at  Yorktown ;  others,  presented  to  the 
Fnited  States  by  Louis  XIV.,  with  some  cast  in  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia during  the  revolution.  A.  suburb  of  Troyt  called 
North  Troy,  has  been  laid  out  upon  Tibbets  island,  upon  which  i$ 
the  railroad  depot 

At  Neskayuna,  there  is  a  small  society  of  Shakers»  which  wai 
established  faiere  in  September,  1776,  by  Ann  Lee.  They  own  UftOA 
acres  of  good  land,  well  cultivated  and  divided  into  four  fiffmn^  w 


mA  of  iHdch  is  mfamify^  the  whole  amountiiu^  to  about  M  penons 
of  both  sexes  and  aO  ages.  From  a  very  small  beginniiig,  the  society 
has  grown  into  several  communities,  the  largest  of  which  is  estab- 
lished at  New  Lebanon,  Columbia  county. 

Ann  Lee»  or  **  Mather  Ann^  (as  she  is  usually  called,)  was  bom  at 
Manchester,  England.    About  the  year  1758,  she  joined  herself  to  the 
society  of  Shakers,  so  called  from  the  singular  tremblings  and  shak- 
ings with  which  these  people  were  afiected  at  their  religious  meetings. 
According  to  the  account  given   by  her  biographer,  she  passed 
throi^  gVf^^  ^rud  and  distress  of  mind  for  the  space  of  nine  years, 
daring  which  period  she  had  many  visions  and  revelations*    She  set 
op  herself  as  a  religious  teacher,  and  soon  collected  a  number  of  fol- 
kwers,  who  believed  her  to  be  the  ^  elect  lady,"  spoken  of  in  the  8d 
of  John.    After  having  been  imprisoned  in  ^^[land  and  confined  in 
a  madhoose,  she  set  sail  for  America,  in  the  sprmff  of  1774,  with  a 
nomber  of  her  followera ;  particularly,  Abraham  Stanley,  her  hus- 
band, William  Lee,  her  brother,  James  Whitaker  and  John  Hock- 
ndl ;  and  arrived  at  New  York  the  following  August    It  appears 
that  Mother  Ann  remained  in  New  York  nearly  two  years,  and  then 
vent  to  Albany,  and  thence,  in  the  following  September,  to  Neska^ 
Tina.    In  1782,  she  besan  a  progress  through  various  parts  of  the 
aMntry,  particulariv  of  New  England,  which  lasted,  we  are  told, 
aboat  two  years  and  four  months.    She  died  in  1784.    The  follow* 
ing  ynes  are  from  a  book  entitled  **  Christ's  Second  Appearing ;"  they 
ars  extracted  from  a  poem  called  **  A  Memorial  to  Mother  Annr 
and  will  serve  to  show  in  what  light  she  is  viewed  by  her  followers^ 

At  ManchaMar,  in  England,  thii  burning  tniih  began, 
WlufB  Cfaria  made  hn  appearance  in  bleved  Modier  Ann ; 
A  few  at  fint  received  it  and  did  their  Inat  foiaake. 
And  aooa  tfaair  taatinioigr  bropgbt  on  a  nnghty  ■hake. 


For  Mother^  nfe  protection,  good  angels  flew  before, 
Towwda  the  land  of  promise,  Colvmlna's  happy  shorn ; 
Hail,  thou  victoriooa  Gospel,  and  diat  auspicioas  daf  , 
When  Mother  safely  landed  in  North  America. 

Abont  four  yean  she  labor'd  with  the  attentive  throng, 
While  all  their  sins  they  open*d  and  righted  eT*ry  wrong  % 
At  length  ahe  closed  her  labois  and  vanishM  out  of  eight, 
And  left  her  feithliil  children  increasing  in  the  lighL 

How  much  they  are  misiaken  who  think  that  Mothei^  dead, 
When  through  her  ministrations  so  many  aouls  an  fed  S 
In  union  with  the  Father,  she  is  *he  seceod  Eve, 
Dispensing  full  salvation  lo  all  who  do  believe. 

WnTEBLO,  taken  from  Coeymans  and  Rensselaer  in  1815.  Po|i. 
S,D9d.  Centrally  distant  from  Albany,  southwest,  21  miles.  The 
Western  part  pertains  to  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick ;  the  eastern 
pan  is  in  Coeyman's  Patent  The  Dutch  and  Germans  commenced 
aettlements  in  1769,  around  the  lowlands.  In  1794,  they  were  much 
''^ffpssed  by  the  arrival  of  many  emigrants  from  New  England. 
Disbiows  and  South  Westerlo  are  postomces. 
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ALLEGANY  COUNTY. 

Allegany  county  was  taken  from  Genesee  in  1806.  It  is  44 
miles  long,  28  wide,  being  part  of  the  tract  ceded  to  MaBBachusetts. 
The  two  western  tiers  of  towns  are  within  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany's purchase.  The  Genesee  river  flows  through  the  county  by  t 
deep  channel,  depressed  from  five  hundred  to  ei^ht  hundred  feet  below 
the  higher  hills.  By  an  act  passed  in  1828,  tnis  river  was  declared 
a  public  highway  from  Rochester  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  The  soil 
is  of  a  good  quality,  there  beinc  extensive  tracts  of  alluvion,  and  the 
uplands  embrace  a  variety.  The  northern  part  is  best  for  grain,  but 
as  a  whole  it  is  better  for  grazing.  Wheat  and  com  thrive  well  in 
the  valley  and  on  the  river  flats.  Of  the  former,  twenty-five  buriidi 
an  acre  are  an  average  crop,  and  of  the  latter  forty.  Oa  the  upliDd, 
com,  rye,  potatoes,  oats,  and  buckwheat,  are  productive  crops.  The 
growth  of  forest  trees  being  heavy,  lumbering  is  carried  on  exten- 
sively. The  Rochester  and  Olean  canal,  chartered  in  188<l»  and  now 
constmcting,  enters  the  county  at  Portage  and  terminates  at  Olean,  in 
the  adjoining  county  of  Cattaraugus.  The  line  of  the  Erie  Tailvoad 
also  passes  through  it    The  county  contains  30  towns.    Pbn.  44^917. 

Alfred,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1808,  distant  from  AloanyMd^ 
and  from  Angelica,  east,  10  miles.  Pop.  1,637.  The  town  is  a  good 
one  for  farming.  Alfred  and  Vandemark  are  postofllces.  Baker^i 
Bridge  and  Alfred  Centre  are  villages.  In  1821,  Afanond  and  Inde- 
pendence were  taken  from  the  town. 

Allen,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1823,  smce  reduced ;  distant  from 
Albany  244,  from  Angelica,  north,  6  miles.  There  is  a  postoflice  at 
Allen,  and  one  at  Allen  Centre.     Pop.  870. 

Almond,  taken  from  Alfred ;  since  reduced  in  area.  Pop.  I9484. 
The  Bath  and  Angelica  turnpike  passes  through  it  Almond,  the 
largest  village,  16  miles  east  from  Angelica,  has  about  thirty-five 
dwellings.    Centre  Almond  and  North  Almond  are  postoflices. 

Amity,  taken  from  Angelica  and  Scio  in  1830 ;  distant  from  Al- 
bany 258,.  from  Angelica,  south,  6  miles.  Pop.  1,356.  The  Genesee 
crosses  it  northwestwardly,  upon  which  are  flats  froiti  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile  wide.  Phillipsburg,a  very  flourishine  post  village,  lies  on  the  river 
and  line  of  the  Erie  railroad  in  the  northeast  angle  of  the  town,  and 
has  one  Presbyterian  and  one  Methodist  church.  There  is  a  fall  here 
of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  yielding  an  excellent  water-power.  Phii- 
lipsville,  Hobbieville,  and  Genesee  Valley,  are  postoffices. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Phillipsburg  are  the  remains  of  three  Indian  forts, 
on  the  largest  of  which  there  formerly  stood  eight  aged  trees.  Oil 
the  bark  of  one  of  them  was  carved  a  figure  of  a  turtle^  underneath 
which  there  was  also  cut  a  canoe,  with  seven  Indians  in  it,  beaded 
down  stream.  This  was  done,  according  to  the  account  given  by 
the  natives  to  the  first  settlers,  by  a  party  of  set>en  Indians  of  the 
'I\irUe  tribe,  to  inform  their  companions  that  they  had  gone  down  die 
river. 


Andoteb,  taken  from  Independence  in  1624 ;  distant  from  Albany 
253,  from  Angelica,  southeuterly,  15  ntiles.     Fop.  864. 

Angbuca,  formed  from  Leicester  in  1805  ;  from  ^  Ibany  358,  and 
froin  New  York  337  miles.  The  Genesee  crosses  the  southwestern 
angle  of  the  town     Fop  1^261 


View  of  the  Public  Bmldingt  at  Angelica. 

Angelica  Village,  3  miles  east  of  the  Genesee  river,  40  miles  wect 
from  Bath,  53  S.  from  Batavia,  incorporated  2d  of  May,  1835,  is  the 
countv  seat.  The  above  view,  lalien  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  John 
T.  V^right,  shows  all  the  public  buildings  excepting  the  Baptist 
church.  The  cothic  structure,  on  the  Itft,  is  the  Episcopal  church  ; 
the  building  with  a  spire,  the  Presbyterian;  the  one  with  a  cupola, 
the  courthouse  ;  and  that  on  the  extreme  niii.  the  Methodist  church. 
There  are  in  the  village  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwellings  and 
two  printing-offices,  each  issuing  a  weekly  paper,  Aoout  three  miles 
southwest  of  the  village,  is  the  seat  of  Pnilip  Church,  Esq.,  called 
Belvidere,  where  there  is  a  fine  house  with  a  farm  under  high  culti- 
vation. The  county  was  first  settled  by  this  gentleman,  in  1904,  and 
the  town  is  named  after  his  mother,  Mrs.  Angelica  Church,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

Belfast,  taken  from  Caneadea,  by  the  name  of  Orrinsburg,  in 
1824;  name  changed  in  1835;  distant  from  Albany  264,  and  from 
Angelica,  west,  6  miles.  Pop.  1,684.  Summer's  Valley,  Rockville, 
and  Belfast,  are  post-officea. 

The  following  account  of  a  tornado,  which  passed  over  this  region . 
a  few  years  since,  is  taken  from  Silliman's  Journal  for  July,  1839 : — 

"  Hiving  tinted  Hid  raaiDinsd  Ifae  icene  of  Ihe  tomada,  ao  well  detcribed  hj  Mr.  Willii 
GiTlord,  of  Otiaco,  Omodlga  Coaatj,  N.  Y.,  in  iha  Gincwe  Firmer,  Not.  10, 1838,  w« 
■lio  can  bear  witneaa  lo  dw  tnmmidoQS  denMiiion  which  thai  whirlwind  prodnced. 

*■  We  wtre  on  die  ground  in  September,  sboul  two  monlhe  after  the  event.  Before  dM 
ttmado,  ■  ncion  of  4  or  SOO  acrei  b«l  been  covered  Vf  ■  dene*  fbtwt  oTpine  mea,  naif 
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of  them  very  tall  and  laige ;  roads  had  been  cut  throogh  tfaii  foraaC,  and  m  ftiw  MilBrf 
houses  were  planted  in  it,  here  and  there.  Now  we  looked  in  vain  orer  the  whole  tract 
for  a  single  perfect  tree.  Thoee  which  had  not  been  uprooted  or  broken  in  two  near  dM 
ground,  were  shivered  and  twisted  off  at  different  elevations,  leaving  only  a  portion  of  a 
shattered  trunk,  so  that  not  a  single  tree  top,  and  hardly  a  single  bnuich«  were  Iband  siMid. 
ing  in  the  air :  there  were  instead  only  mutilated  stems,  presenting  a  striking  scene  of  dc 
eolation  wherever  our  eyes  ranged  over  the  now  almost  empty  aerial  space.  On  tlie  gnNUid 
the  appearances  were  still  more  remarkable.  The  trees  were  interwoven  in  every  poawhU 
way,  so  as  to  form  a  truly  military  abattis  of  the  moet  impassable  kind ;  nor  immodiately 
after  the  gale  could  any  progress  be,  in  fiust,  made  through  the  gigantic  tUckets  of  entangM 
trunks  and  branches,  without  the  labor  of  bands  of  pioneera,  who  cut  off  the  inmimenibit 
logs  that  choked  every  avenue.  We  had  before  seen  many  avenues  made  throogh  iontHa 
by  winds,  prostrating  the  trees  and  laying  them  down  in  the  direction  of  its  eooite :  hat 
never  had  we  seen  such  a  perfec*  desolation  by  a  gyratoiy  movement,  before  which  ths 
thick  and  lofty  forest  and  the  strongest  framed  buildings  vanished,  in  an  instant,  and  tiiiir 
ruins  were  whirled  irresistibly  around  like  flying  leaves  or  gossamer. 

"  Still,  it  was  truly  wonderful  that  people  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  hooMs,  and 
travellers  with  their  horses  and  cmttle  were  ezpoeed  to  this  driving  storm  of  trees  which 
literally  filled  the  air,  and  still  not  a  single  life  was  lost,  although  some  penom  were 
wounded. 

**  We  were  assured  that  this  wind  had  marked  a  track  of  devastation  for  twenty  mSlea  or 
more,  but  this  was  the  scene  of  its  greatest  ravages.  Two  or  three  miles  from  this  place, 
we  saw  a  wing  of  a  house  which  had  been  moved  quite  around,  so  as  to  fonn  a  right  angle 
with  its  former  position,  and  still  the  building  was  not  broken." — Editora, 

'*  The  first  appearance  of  severe  wind,  (says  Mr.  Gaylord^  was,  as  we  learned,  in  the 
town  of  Ruriifoid,  some  fifteen  miles  from  the  place  where  we  obeerved  its  efiecti.  The 
dsy  was  hot  and  sultry,  and  the  course  of  the  g«Ie  was  torn  the  N.  of  W.  to  8.  of  East. 
At  its  commencement  in  Rushford,  it  was  only  a  violent  thunder  gust,  such  as  are  froqoendy 
experienced,  but  it  soon  acquired  such  force  as  to  sweep  in  places  every  thing  before  iL 
In  its  passage  the  same  violence  was  not  at  all  times  exerted ;  some  places  seemed  wholly 
passed  over,  while  in  the  same  direcdon  and  at  only  a  small  distance  whole  foreslB  wen 
crushed.  In  the  language  of  one  who  had  suffered  much  from  the  gale,  *  it  seemed  to 
move  by  bounds,  sometimes  striking  and  sometimes  receding  from  the  earth,*  whidi  in- 
deed was  most  likely  the  case. 

'*  It  passed  the  Genesee  river  in  the  town  of  Belfest,  a  few  miles  below  Angelica,  and  iM 
fury  was  here  exerted  on  a  space  of  country  perhaps  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width. 
The  country  here  is  settled  and  cleared  along  the  river,  but  the  road  passee  at  a  little  dis> 
tance  from  the  river,  and  at  this  point  wound  round  one  of  the  finest  pine  woods  to  be 
found  on  the  stream.  Of  course  when  it  came  over  the  higher  lands  from  the  N.  W.,  ths 
tornado  crossed  the  river  and  the  plain  before  encountering  the  groves  of  pine.  In  ths 
space  occupied  by  the  central  part  of  the  tornado,  say  three  fourths  of  a  mile  in  width, 
nothing  was  enabled  to  resist  its  fiiry.  Strong  framed  houses  and  bams  were  croahed  in  an 
instant,  and  their  fragments  and  contents  as  quickly  scattered  to  every  point  of  the  com- 
pass ;  while  those  out  of  the  direct  line  were  only  unroofed  or  more  or  less  damaged. 
Large  oaks  and  elms  were  literally  twisted  off,  or  crushed  like  reeds. 

**  The  road  from  the  north  approached  the  pine  woods  on  what  was  the  northern  veigo 
of  the  tornado,  and  the  first  appearance  of  the  country  in  front  was  that  of  woodlands,  in 
which  all  the  trees  had  been  broken  off  at  the  height  of  20  or  30  feet,  leaving  nodung  but 
countless  mutSated  trunks.  On  entering  the  narrow  passway,  however,  which  with  im- 
mense  labor  had  been  opened  through  the  fallen  trunks,  it  was  perceived  that  moch  of  the 
largest  part  of  the  trees  had  been  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  lay  piled  across  each  other  ra 
the  greatest  apparent  confusion  imaginable.  Fortunately  for  our  view  of  the  whole  ground, 
a  few  da3rs  before  our  arrival,  fire  bad  been  put  in  the  *  windfall,*  and  aided  by  the  extreme 
dry  weather,  the  whole  was  bumed  over  so  clean,  that  nothing  but  the  blackened  tranka 
of  the  trees  were  remaining,  thus  disclosing  their  condition  and  position  most  perfectly, 
''.''liu  position  was  such  as  to  demonstrate  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  the  fiict,  that 
the  tornado  had  a  rotary  motion  against  the  sun,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  course 
which  we  in  a  former  volume  of  the  Farmer  have  ascribcMd  (o  such  electric  aerial  euirenta,  a 
theory  first  developed  by  Mr.  Redfield  of  New  York. 

**  The  first  tree  met  with,  prosu^ted  by  the  tornado,  was  a  large  pine,  which  lay  with  its 
top  exactly  to  the  N.  of  West,  or  precisely  against  the  general  course  of  the  storm.  Han. 
dreds  of  othem  lay  near  in  the  same  direction  on  the  outer  part  of  the  whiri,  but  immedk 
ately  after  entering  the  fallen  timber,  the  heads  of  the  trees  began  to  incline  to  the  centra 
flf  tbaqiaoe  ton  down,  and  aouih  of  thiir  the  inclMtion  was  directly  the  raveraa  un^  dM 
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wvUm  of  iIm  whiil  ww  reached,  when  they  aU  lay  with  their  tope  to  the  eaat  Thia 
aliBoet  ragular  poaitioii  of  the  failen  timber,  was  most  distinct  in  the  bottom  couisee,  or  that 
which  was  6iBt  blowD  down,  those  that  resisted  the  longest,  being,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
pitched  in  the  most  diverse  directions.  That  there  was  also  an  upward  spiral  motion,  cans. 
'm§  a  deCerminatioo  of  the  rushing  air  to  the  centre  <^  the  whirl,  would  appear  probabl* 
from  the  iact  thai  articles  fixran  the  buildings  destroyed  were  carried  high  in  the  air,  and 
dien  apparently  thrown  out  of  the  whirl,  into  the  common  current ;  and  ^so  from  the  fact* 
that  a  Utge  miyority  of  the  trees  both  from  the  south  and  to  the  north  of  the  centre  of  the 
gala,  lay  with  their  heads  inclined  to  that  point,  while  the  centre  was  marked  by  the 
fiaaiast  eonibsion  imaginable.  A  diagram  formed  of  a  continued  succession  of  ciidaa 
mofi^g  from  the  right  to  the  left,  would  illustrate  the  poaidon  of  the  trees  first  uprooted,  aa 
dwae  lay  aa  when  first  crushed  by  the  approach  of  the  whirlwind. 

^  Many  euiious  fiicts  illuairative  of  the  force  of  the  wind  were  related  by  the  inhabitanti 
b  and  near  the  plaoe.  A  &rmer  attempted  to  drive  his  team  of  horses  to  the  bam,  but  the 
wapeat  was  too  aoon  upon  him.  When  the  ruah  waa  over,  and  it  waa  seemingly  but  a 
moment,  he  found  the  bam  torn  to  pieces,  himself  about  thirty  rods  in  one  direction  from 
it,  sad  Us  boraes  aa  many  rods  the  other,  and  what  was  most  remarkable,  with  scarcely  a 
frapnent  of  hameaa  upon  them.  A  wagon  was  blown  away,  and  a  month  afterward  one 
flf  die  wheels  had  not  been  found.  A  house  standing  near  the  Genesee  river,  and  a  little 
oat  of  the  line  of  the  gale,  was  completely  covered  with  mud  that  must  have  been  taken 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  And  appearances  render  it  very  evident  that  near  the  centre  of 
the  whirl  the  water  was  entirely  taken  from  the  channel.** 

BuLDBALL,  taken  from  Allen  and  Almond  in  1829 ;  distant  from  Al- 
bany, southwest,  245  miles.  Pop.  328.  Birdsall  post-office  is  12 
miles  northeast  from  Angelica. 

BoLTVAE  was.  taken  from  Friendship,  in  1826 ;  from  Albany  275, 
and  from  Angelica,  southwest,  19  miles.  Pop.  408.  BoUvar  Village 
has  about  twenty-five  dwellings. 

BuKivs,  taken  firom  Ossian  in  1826 ;  distant  centrally  from  AngeUca, 
northeast,  16,  and  from  Albany  239  miles.  De  Witt's  Valley  and 
Whitney's  Valley  are  post-offices.     Pop.  847. 

Canbadba,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1808  ;  distant  from  Albany  267, 
from  Angelica,  northwest,  11  miles.  Pop.  1,647.  Caneadea  Village 
is  centraUy  situated.  The  Caneadea  Indian  reservation  commences 
here,  and  extends  northward  on  the  river  about  ten  miles,  through 
Hume  into  Portage  and  Granger. 

Centreville,  taken  from  Pike  in  1819 ;  from  Angelica,  northwest, 
IS  miles.  Pop.  1,504.  Centreville  Village,  centrally  situated  in  the 
town,  has  about  thirty-five  dwellings. 

Clarksvii.le,  taken  from  Cuba  in  1835  ;  from  Angelica,  southwest, 
18  miles.     Clarksville  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  326. 

Cuba,  taken  from  Friendship  in  1822 ;  distant  from  Albany  275, 
and  from  Angelica,  southwest,  18  miles.  Pop.  1,761.  Cuba  Village, 
centrally  situated,  near  which  the  lines  of  the  Erie  railroad  and  the 
Rochester  and  Olean  canal  intersect,  is  a  very  flourishing  place,  and 
has  about  eighty  dwellings,  one  Presbyterian,  and  one  Baptist  church. 
Cadysville  is  2  miles  north  of  the  village. 

The  famed  Seneca  Oil  Spring  is  in  this  town,  within  eighty  rods  of 
the  county  line.  The  spring  rises  in  a  marsh,  distant  three  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  village.  It  is  a  muddy,  circular,  stagnant  pool,  about 
eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  with  no  visible  outlet.  The  water  is  coated 
with  a  thin  layer  of  mineral  oil,  giving  it  a  yellowish-brown  color, 
similar  to  dirty  molasses.    The  oil  is  collected  by  skinuning  it  irom 


4ft  4AUMVT:  coeimfo 

the  fountain  and  if  used  for  rheamatism  in  man,  and  a praina  and 
for  man  or  beast  The  spring  was  highly  valued  by  the  Indiana,  and 
a  square  mile  around  it  has  teen  reserved  for  the  Senecaa.  TIm  oS 
sold  in  the  eastern  states  is  obtained  from  Oil  Cred[,  in  YenMjaio 
county,  Pennsylyania,  where  it  is  more  pure  a^d  abondaot  l%a 
spring  gives  name  to  a  postK>iBce.  •     . 

Eaglb,  taken  from  Pike  in  1823;  centrally  distant  itatik  iiiSmifi 
S64,  from  Angelica,  northwest,  24  miles.    Pop.  1,338.  :J?  **! 

fSuENDSHip,  taken  from  Caneadea  in  181G.    Pojp.  1,290. 
•hip  Village,  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  railroadt  10  mifes  aoothw 
Angelica,  contains  about  sixty  dwellings. 

Genbsbb,  t^en  from  Cuba  in  1830  ;  fix>m  Anselica,  ftoofliwesl^ 
25  miles.  Pdp.  500.  Little  Genesee  and  West  Genesee  are  names 
of  postoiBces.    Little  Gaiesee  is  a  small  village. 

GiANOEK,  taken  from  Grove ;  centrally  distant  from  Angelica,  north, 
12  miles.  Grove,  Short  Tract,  and  Hickory  Swale,  are  po^t^ffioes. 
Pop.  1,064. 

Grove,  taken  from  Nunda  in  1827 ;  fit>m  Angelica,  north,  14  miles. 
East  Grove  is  a  poet-office.    Pon.  625. 

New  Huosom,  formerly  namea  Haight,  and  taken  from  Rnahfoid 
in  1825 ;  from  Albany  268,  and  from  Angelica,  west,  18  miles.  Bhck 
Creek  is  a  postoffice.  The  summit  level  of  the  Rochester  and  dean 
canal  is  in  this  town.    Pop.  1,488. 

Hume,  taken  from  Pike  in  1822 ;  irom  Albanv,  southwest,  26&niile8 ; 
drained  by  the  Genesee  on  the  southeast  rop.  2,305.  Home  and 
Cold  Creek  are  post<>ffices.  At  Mixville,  a  post  villa^  15  miles 
northwest  from  Angelica,  there  are  about  twenty  dwelhn«i  and  an 
excellent  hydraulic  power,  comprising  four  perpendicular  foSs,  naaUng 
in  the  whme  seventy-five  feet  aescent 

iNDBPXifDKNCB,  taken  from  Alfred  in  1821 ;  frt>m  Albany  868,  and 
from  Angelica,  southeast,  20  miles.  Pop.  1,398.  Independence  Oott^ 
tre.  Independence,  Whitesville,  and  Spnng  Mill,  are  post  villages. 

NuvDA,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1808  ;  from  Albany  353,  and  fincnn 
Angelica,  northeast,  18  miles.  Pop.  2,614.  The  name  is  a  cornq^ 
tion  of  an  Indian  word  simifying  **  potatoe  ground,"  apriied  when 
this  town  comprehended  uie  rich  flats  of  the  Genesee.  Nonda  and 
East  Hill  are  post-offices.  The  village  of  Nunda  Valley,  upon  the 
Cashaqua  creek,  is  a  place  of  much  and  increasing  business ;  the  Ro- 
chester and  Olean  canal  is  to  pass  through  it 

The  following  is  a  southern  view  of  the  open  square  in  the  bnsineas 
portion  of  the  ^ace,  taken  at  Whitcomb  and  Co.'s  store.  The  vil- 
fage  was  first  settled  about  the  year  1826,  by  Deacon  Ravrson,  Asa 
Heath,  Samuel  Swain,  David'  Basset,  James  M.  Heath,  and  others 
The  latter-named  person  built  the  first  tavern,  in  1826,  of  logs.  The 
Baptist  and  Presbyterian  churches  were  erected  in  1832.  The  vil- 
lage contains  about  one  hundred  dwellings. 

OssiAK,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1808 ;  fix)m  Albany  233,  and  fitm 
Angelica,  northeast,  20  miles.    Pop.  045.    Ossian  village  is  centnOy 


Central  Part  of  Nunda  VaUey  Village. 

Piiji,«ken  from  Nooda,  March,  1818;  from  Albany  35S,aod  from 
Angelica,  northwest,  18  milei.  Fop.  3,181.  Kke,  cmtrally  Ktualod, 
hu  (me  Prabyteiian,  ooe  MethodiBt,  and  one  ^ptist  cbnrch,  and 
about  ninety  dwellings.    East  Pike  and  East  Koy  an  pwt-officea. 

PoBTAOK,  taken  from  Nunda  in  1837 ;  centralty  distaitt  from  Al> 
bany  347,  and  from  Angelica,  north,  18  miles.  Pop.  4,71fi.  Porta^ 
ville,  on  the  Goiesee  river  at  the  head  of  the  ra^s,  is  a  flouiuhmg 
Tillage,  containing  about  sixty  or  seventy  dwellitun.  The  line  of  the 
Olean  and  Rochester  canal  passes  through  it  Hmit's  Hollo«c  and 
Oakland  are  post-offices. 

This  town  is  located  in  an  exceedingly  interesting  r^on,  both  from 
the  wiJd  grandeur  of  its  river  scenery,  and  the  exhibition  of  human 
enterprise  and  skill  in  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  for  the  cana^ 
through  the  solid  rock,  which  here  bomids  the  vdleyof  the  Genew& 
"  There  are  three  distinct  falls  on  the  river,  respectively  sixty,  ninety, 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  within  the  anaoe  of  two  miles, 
each  differing  in  character,  and  each  having'  peculiar  beantin.  At 
though  the  cascades  are  highly  admirable,  thev  are  almost  diaregarded 
in  the  wonder  and  fear  caused  by  the  stupendous,  perpendicular  walla 
of  the  river,  rising  to  four  hundred  feet  in  height,  and  extendinK  along 
the  stream  for  three  miles,  with  almost  as  much  regularity  Bi  if  con- 
structed by  art.  To  this  great  depth  the  river  has  worn  its  bed  in 
the  solid  rock,  in  turns  as  short  and  graceful,  as  if  winding  tfirough 
the  softest  meadow."  The  middle  fuls,  which  are  the  highest,  have 
been  the  scene  of  several  narrow  escapes,  of  which,  perhaps  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  most  remarkable.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1837,  a  boy 
about  fourteen,  named  Joel  Burgess,  took  a  boat  into  the  river  above 
the  falls,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaming  a  duck  which  he  had  shot  In 
hia  eagerness  to  secure  the  prize,  helost  sense  of  his  peril  and  floated 
down  the  stream.  On  gomg  over  the  dam,  which  is  situated  about 
twelve  rods  above  the  cataract,  he  was  thrown  out  of  the  boat,  but 
still  held  on  with  both  hands.  Thus  clinging  to  the  frail  bark,  he  was 
frst  hurrying  to  an  awfiil  death,  when  his  feet  struck  a  small  pn^ject- 
ing  rock  in  the  bed  of  the  hver.    With  adnurable  presence  of  mku!. 
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he  let  go  of  the  boat  and  stood  fast.  His  situation  was  even  now 
full  of  danger.  On  each  side  the  water  was  deep,  and  the  current 
runnin"  u'ltli  on  irresistible  force.  Chilled  and  exhausted  by  the  cold- 
ness of  the  element,  he  was  about  losing  hold  of  the  slippery  rock, 
when  those  ashore  succeeded  in  throwing  him  a  rope,  which  he  tied 
around  his  waist  and  was  dragged  exhausted  to  land.  Under  these 
falls,  on  ^e  northern  side,  is  the  "  Devil's  Oven,"  a  cave  fifteen  fed 
in  height,  and  sixty  feet  deep 


Paas  of  tke  GcTuiee  at  Portage  Falls. 

The  above  is  a  representation  of  the  gorge,  at  that  point  where  the 
river,  coming  from  the  south,  takes  a  sudden  and  abrupt  bend  to  th* 
east.  It  is  situated  below  the  middle  and  upper  falls ;  both  of  which 
are  in  full  sight  from  near  this  point.  The  spectator  is  supposed  to 
be  standing  in  the  valley,  and  fooking  eastwardly  in  the  direction  of 
the  lower  falls,  which  are  about  a  mile  and  a  Half  distant.  Imme- 
diately in  front  rise  massy,  perpendicular  rocks,  to  the  height  of  four 
hundred  feet,  (heir  luminits  crowned  with  gigantic  pines  and  boo^ 


locks,  the  aged  eentinds  of  anhandred  yean,  h  die  penpedm^ 
the  river  meanders  along  its  rocky  bed,  until  finally  lost  U>  the  view 
behind  projecting  precipices.  Far  in  the  distant  horison  is  seen  the 
hills  of  the  Cashaqiia,  and  to  the  liffht "  Hornby  Lodge,"  standing  on 
the  verge  of  the  precipioe,  resembung  an  ancient  dwlaau;  its  rude, 

f>thic  andntecture  in  keeimig  with  the  wiidness  of  the  sitnstioii. 
he  sketch  fiur  jthe  above  engraving  was  taken  at  the  cloae  of  the 
year.  Wmter  had  thrown  her  snowy  mantle  noon  the  face  of  na- 
ture. The  huge  evergreens  and  naked  limbsoftne  other  forest  trees 
were  oavelopS  in  tbir  drnptry  of  white  ;  immense  iciclea  hunv 
from  the  rocks ;  whife  the  Ime  o£  the  distant  hills,  cootrastiiig  with 
the  icy  splendor  and  sublimity  of  the  foreground,  combined  to  render 
it  a  scene  of  indescribable  gFsndeur.  SSaae  years  since,  a  part^  of 
surveyors  cut  down  an  immense  pine,  standing  oa  the  verse  of  the 
precipice.  It  turned  one  somerset  in  its  descent,  and  struck  its  butt 
perpendicularly  ujKm  the  rocky  bottom  of  the  gorge.  Every  lind> 
tell  to  the  earth  vrith  the  shock.  It  stood  for  a  moment,  a  talC  limb* 
less  trunk,  quivered,  and  fell  with  a  crash. 

The  tunnel,  deven  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  to  vriuch  al- 
lusion has  been  made,  commences  at  a  point  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  gorge,  about  six  hundred  feet  east  tn  the  lodfle,  and  has  a  south- 
western termination  near  the  middle  fells.  The  tollowin^  description 
of  this  work,  and  the  **  lodae,*  is  from  an  interestinff  senes  of  letters, 
entitled  **  Midsummer  Rambles,''  published  in  the  New  York  Com* 
mercial  Advertiser  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1840.  ^  The  trunk 
of  the  tunnel  is  to  be  twodty-seven  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet  high. 
Fortunately,  the  character  of  the  rock  (sandstone)  is  fevoraUe  to  ttie 
progress  of  the  work.  The  contractor  for  this  section  is  Eusba 
JoHNsoif,  Esq.,  formeriy  mayor  of  Rochester,  and  one  of  its  most 
enterprising  citisens.  Mr.  Johnson  commenced  this  vast  excavation 
last  year,  Snt  running  a  shaft  or  *  heading^  five  and  a  half  feet  near- 
est the  roo(  and  of  the  entire  width  required,  throu^  the  whole  length 
of  the  tunnel.  One  of  the  lateral  drifts,  for  the  mtroduction  of  air 
and  light  from  the  river  brink  to  the  main  tunnel,  had  also  been  pre- 
viously completed,''  the  opening  to  which  is  seen  in  the  engraving 
on  the  rock  m  front  of  the  ^  Lrage." 

^  The  entire  excavation  of  this  tunnel,  including  the  gallery,  shaft, 
and  lateral  drifts,  will  amount  to  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  cubic 
yards,  for  which  the  price  paid  is  four  dollars  per  yard.  This,  how- 
ever, will  not,  by  a  great  amount,  cover  the  entire  cost  of  the  tunnel ; 
for  since  the  excavation  has  been  commenced,  such  is  the  character 
of  the  rock — ^thrown  together  apparratly  by  nature  in  loose  masses 
and  blocks — ^that  it  now  appears  that  the  entire  roof  and  sides  of  the 
tunnel  will  reauire  arching  with  solid  mason  work.  Indeed;  tempo- 
rary arches  ot  wood  have  been  found  necessary  during  the  progress 
of  almost  every  successive  yard  of  the  work.  It  is  by  fer  the  great- 
est undertaking  of  the  kind  that  has  been  attempted  in  our  country. 

**  Perceiving,  at  the  outset,  that  his  contract  would  require  a  long 
time  for  its  completion^  Mr.  Johnson,  whose  daily  presence  was 


Hornby  Lodge  at  Portage  FoBm. 

necesstiry,  -wisely  detennmed  to  BUiround  himself  by  hit  bnulT*  He 
accordingly  prepared  '  a  lodge'  for  them  in  the  '  wildemen.'  The 
«ite  selected  is  wild  aod  picturesque  in  a  high  d^p'ee.  It  itnidt 
upon  a  small  plain  or  table,  upon  the  hisbest  verge  of  the  [seeipitoai 
Mink  of  the  river  so  often  adverted  to,  a  raw  yards  only  from  the  «dgct 
which  juts  out,  and  almost  impends  over  the  abyss,  threatenhu  to 
descend  and  overwhelm  all  that  may  be  below.  The  nte  oTtha 
building  is  near  the  southwestern  entrance  of  the  tunneL*  Fuanff 
that  direction,  a  fiill  view  is  presented  of  the  chasm  of  the  river,  awl 
the  upper  and  middle  falls ;  the  roar  of  which  is  ineenant,  and  the 
ascending  clouds  of  vapor  of  which  form  objects  of  eveF-vaiyiw  aod 
incessant  interest  and  beauty.  'I^tmhjf  l2dgi  »  the  name  of  Mr. 
Johnson's  castle,  and  the  grounds  around  it — purposdy  kept  as  wiU 
as  nature  herself  has  made  them — are  called  '  TvxmI  ParkJ 

"  The  house,  or  lodge,  is  of  itself  a  great  curiosity.    In  shape  it  h  aa 
octagon,  sixty  feet  in  diameter,  and  two  stories  hign — -with       j-i 
wings — according  to  the  ground-plan  annexed.    It  is  snp-  ^/'"^w 
ported  by  the  trunk  of  a  nuge  oak  tree,  standing  in  the  rf      J3 
centre,  from  which  the  beams  and  rafters  radiate  to  the  ^\-/^ 
outward  circumference.     It  stands  directly  over  the  main 
tunnel,  the  roof  of  which  is  100  feet  beneath  the  base  of  the  lodfp^ 
The  work  is  prosecuted  by  relief  parties  night  and  day ;  and  wlide 
the  miners  were  atwoi^  direcdy  neneath  tne  lodge,  toe  exj^oaona 
of  the  powder  used  in  blasting  were  both  heard  and  felt  by  the  family, 
essentially  disturbing  their  slumber  at  night.     The  omamenta  of  iba 
kidge,  over  the  doors  and  windows,  and  much  of  the  furniture,  are 
trtilv  Gothic  being  formed  from  the  crookedest  limbs  of  trees  thai 
could  be  found.    On  the  whole,  it  is  a  most  picturesque  establidt- 
ment,  standing  alone  in  its  rustic  beauty,  and  looking  out  feariiiDy 

*  HaYing  fbtmeTty  bsen  HMm  jein  sngigad  on  poUk  woka,  wa  wMa  BManflr  wMi- 
Mtsd  in  ite  cortBtnicuoQ  at  (tui  place.'  Much  cndil  ii  due  lo  Mr.  Edward  A.  BtHhoan,  a 
jroung  man  of  39,  who  ia  the  resideni  matntamtal  enjiiieer.  ffialuMa  han  |Maai«>aridl 
■acommon  iBccav  <•  oompaiMl  with  wnilar  woiia  ia  Btxeftr—B.  A 


ttpon  the  confined  deep.  I  was  a  partaker  of  Mr.  Johnaon's  hbepi- 
tality  for  one  night  It  waa  a  beaatifiil  moonlifffat  night ;  and  both 
by  day  and  night  I  enjoyed  the  scene  to  the  full. 

To  the  foregoing  de8cription«  we  would  add  that  the  building  pre- 
sents a  similar  appearance  from  every  direction*  There  is  between 
each  pair  of  wines  a  door  which  QP^^  ^^  ^^  octagonal  saloon, 
occupying  the  ^ole  of  the  basement,  excepting  the  wings.  This 
saloon  is  m  true  ^  lo^  cabin**  style.  The  tnmk  of  the  huge  oak,  pre- 
viously alluded  to,  with  itf  Ihagev  bark  coverinA;,  rises  fix>m  the  floor 
in  the  centre  of  the  room  as  a  pular-  to  suppon  ue  ceiling.  The  fur- 
niture, chairs,  softs,  &c.,  in  this  apartment  are  formed  of  the  rough 
limbs  of  the  forest  The  wings  are  divided  into  rooms  ef  convenient 
fize  ans  wer&g  the  respective  piupoaes  of  parlor,  Ubrary,  office, 
conservatory,  jcitchen,  &C.  &c.  The  structure  approaches  to  the 
Swiss  Gothic  style,  and  its  peculiar  and  novel  feature  is,  that  while 
the  lower  story  is  an  octagon,  the  upper  is  a  quadrilateral,  diamonding 
with  the  base. 

We  will  close  our  account  of  this  region  by  a  description  of  the 
tower  falls,  taken  from  the  *^  Rambles."  *^  Tlie  water  at  the  lower 
falls  rushes  around  an  immense  rock  in  its  descent,  dose  under  the 
southeastern  bank.  Fortunately  for  visiters,  as  yet  the  scene  has 
been  thus  far  permitted  by  man  to  remain  in  a  state  of  nature.  It  is 
therefore  as  wild  and  romantic  as  can  be  desired.  A  dark  screen  of 
evergreen,  haneine  over  the  cataract  so  near  and  thick  as  to  render 
it  unsafe  to  pusn  through  it,  partially  hides  the  descending  torrent  of 
foam,  which  dots  after  its  final  plunge  the  river  to  a  considerable 
distance  with  cream-like  ornaments.  Partlv  detached  from  the  main 
wall  which  confines  the  river  to  its  narrow  bed,  a  huge  rock  partially 
conceals  the  fall,  tapering  upward  like  a  sugar-loaf^  and  crested  with 
evergreens.  On  the  opposite,  or  western  side,  the  top  of  the  rook 
around  which' the  waters  hurry  in  their  maddened  wrath,  is  level  as 
the  house-floor,  and  large  enough  for  a  company  of 

Those  gallant  eons  who  shoulder  guns 
And  twice  a  year  go  out  a-treining, 

to  perform  their  martial  exercises  upon.  Midway  from  the  top,  the 
sugar-loaf  is  united  to  the  main  buttress.  The  depth  of  this  fall  is 
96  feet." 

RusHFORD,  taken  from  Caneadea  in  1827,  is  G^tralhr  situated 
from  Albany  270,  and  from  Angelica,  northwest,  30  miles.  Pop.  1,502. 
Rushford  village  contains  1  Methodist  church,  and  about  70  dwellings. 

Scio,  taken  from  Angelica  in  1828,  and  centrally  distant,  south,  16 
miles.  Scio  and  Wellsville  are  post-ofiSces.  Pop.  1,160.  In  its  ter- 
ritorial limits,  this  town  is  far  the  largest  in  the  county.  Its  surface 
is  high  and  much  broken  by  streams,  and  heavily  timbered  with 
pines,  hemlock,  dec  Most  of  the  township  is  in  its  primitive  wilder- 
ness state. 

West  Almoicd  comprises  township  No.  4  in  the  first  range  of 
Morns'  Reserve,  and  vras  taken  from  Almond,  Angelica  and  Alfred 
in  1885 ;  from  Angelica,  east,  7  miles.    Pop.  810. 
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Wirt,  taken  from  Friendship  and  Bolivar ;  from  Angelica,  soutb- 
west,  14  miles.  Pop.  1,208.  South  Branch  and  Richburg  are  post- 
offices. 


BROOME  COUNTY. 

Broome  countt,  named  after  Lieut.  Gov.  Broome,  was  taken  from 
Tio^a  in  1806.     Length,  on  the  Pennsylvania  line,  37  miles ;  breadth| 
on  the  Tioga  boundary  28,  on  the  Delaware  13,  and  midway  17 
miles.    Centrally  distant  from  New  York,  northwest,  252,  and  from 
Albany,  southwest,  145  miles.     The  surface  of  the  country  is  broken 
and  mountainous.     Among  its  principal  elevations  are  the  Cookquago^ 
the  Oquago,  and  the  Randolph  mountains.     The  valleys  bordering 
on  its  numerous  streams  are  extensive  and  fertile,  producing  large 
quantities  of  wheat.     The  soil  is  generally  better  adapted  to  grazing 
than  the  culture  of  grain.     Fruit  succeeds  well.     The  inhabitants 
are  principally  farmers,    and   its   agriculture   is   respectable.     The 
Chenango  canal  enters  the  county  on  the  north,  follows  down  the 
valley  of  the  Chenango  river,  and  enters  the  Susquehannah  river  at 
Binghamton.     The   line   of  the   Erie   railroad  passes  through  the 
county.     The  county  is  divided  into  1 1  towns.     Population,  22,348. 

Barker  was  taken  from  Lisle  in  1831;  drained  by  the  Tioughni- 
oga  river  crossing  it  diagonally  from  northwest  to  southeast.  Pop- 
ulation, 1,258.  Chenango  Forks,  post  village,  12  miles  north  from 
Binghamton,  has  about  30  dwellings.  There  is  a  small  collection 
of  houses  at  Hyde  settlement. 

Chenango  was  organized  in  February,  1791  ;  since  reduced  in 
limits.  It  is  centrally  intersected  by  Chenango  river,  which  enters 
the  Susquehannah  at  Chenango  Point.  Along  the  valleys  of  both 
these  streams  are  rich  alluvial  flats  from  one  to  two  miles  wide.  The 
land  is  broken  and  hilly,  containing  large  quantities  of  pine  and  other 
timber  for  market.  Population,  5,475.  The  village  of  Bingbamtoit 
in  this  town,  formerly  called  Chenango  Point,  the  shire  village  of  the 
county,  was  incorporated  in  1813,  1824,  and  1834.  It  derived  its 
present  name  from  William  Bingham,  a  munificent  benefactor  of  the 
village  in  its  infant  stale.  This  gentleman  was  possessed  of  a  large 
estate,  and  was  the  proprietor  ofa  large  patent  of  land  lying  on  both 
sides  of  the  Susquehannah,  including  the  site  of  the  village.  Mr. 
Bmgham  was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to  this  country  when  a 
young  man,  and  went  into  the  mercantile  business  in  Philadelphia. 
He  was  a  member  of  congress  for  some  years  while  it  held  its  ses- 
sions at  Philadelphia.  His  two  daughters  married,  the  one  Alexander, 
the  other  Henry  Baring,  two  noted  bankers  in  London.  Mr.  Bing- 
ham died  in  London  in  18Q4. 
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Western  View  of  Binghamttm. 

The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  m  it  is  entered 
from  the  west  side  of  Chenango  river,  by  the  red  Bridge,  (so  called,) 
which  is  600  feet  long.  The  village  is  principally  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Chenango,  and  contains  about  400  houses,  30  stores,  and  3,000 
inhabitants.  There  are  six  churches,  viz :  1  EpiscoiHil,  1  Methodist, 
1  Presbyterian,  1  Congregational,  1  Baptist,  and  I  Catholic.  There 
are  two  female  seminaries,  a  large  school  for  boys,  two  printing- 
offices,  the  courthouse  and  prison  ;  two  banks — the  Broome  County 
Bank  incorporated  1831,  with  a  capital  of  9100,000,  and  the  Bing- 
bamton  Bank,  which  commenced  its  operations  in  1839.  with  a  capital 
of  8100,000,  and  the  privilege  of  extending  it  to  one  million.  The 
village  of  Binghamton  is  150  miles  from  Albany,  90  from  Utica,  40 
from  Norwich,  22  from  Owego,  and  7  from  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
The  great  medium  of  transportation  to  the  place  is  by  the  Chenango 
canal.  This  canal,  which  terminates  at  Binnhamtoo  and  Utica,  is 
95  miles  long,  46  feet  wide,  and  4i  depp.  The  number  of  locks  m 
the  whole  route  is  105.  The  canal  was  cummenced  in  1834  and 
completed  in  1837,  and  cost  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  tract  of  country  in  which  Binghamton  is  situated,  became 
first  known  to  the  whites  by  the  expedition  of  Gen.  Sullivan  against 
the  Indians  in  1779,  Upon  the  sile  of  Binghamton,  a  hrigfule  of 
American  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen.  James  Clinton,  the 
father  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  encamped  for  one  or  two  nights  on  their 
way  to  join  the  main  body  under  Sullivan,  then  penetrating  westward. 
The  first  white  man  who  made  a  permanent  settlement  in  what  is 
claimed  for  the  village  vicinity,  was  CapL  Joseph  Leonard,  who  was 
originally  from  Plymouth,  Massachusetts.  He  first  emigrated  to 
Wyoming.  Pennsylvania.  He  owned  a  farm  in  that  place,  and  "icas 
under  arms  there  at  the  time  of  the  massacre,  though  not  on  the  field 
of  action.  He  moved  from  Wyoming  in  1787,  with  ayoungwife  and 
two  little  children.     Hii  wife  and  children  were  put  on  board  a 
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canoe,  with  what  coods  he 'brought  up,  and  the  canoe  rowed  by  t 
hired  man ;  while  he  himself  went  up  on  land  with  two  horses,  keep- 
ing the  shore,  and  regulating  his  progress  by  that  of  his  family  on  the 
river.  A  Capt  Baldwin,  who  settled  on  the  Chemung  river,  moved 
up  at  the  same  time  in  company  with  him.* 

Capt  Leonard  received  his  first  information  of  this  region  firom 
Amos  Draper,  then  an  Indian  trader  in  these  parts.  On  his  first  ar- 
rival, he  found  a  Mr.  Lyon,  who  lived  in  a  temporary  log  house  near 
where  Col.  Page's  ashery  now  stands.  In  two  or  three  weeks  after- 
ward. Col.  Wm.  Rose  and  his  brother,  from  Connecticut,  came  on  to 
Binghamton,  and  fixed  their  location  a  little  above  Capt.  Leonard's. 
During  this  year,  (1787,)  Joshua  Whitney,  Gen.  Wm.  Whitney,  and 
Henry  Green,  fi-om  Hillsdale,  Columbia  county,  came  to  this  place, 
and  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Chenango,  about  -two  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Susquehannah,  on  what  was  afterward  called 
Whitney's  flats.  At  the  time  the  above  families  settled  here,  their 
nearest  white  neighbors  were  at  Tioga,  a  distance  of  forty  miles. 

Previous  to  the  settlement  of  these  first  emigrants,  a  number  of 
persons  from  Massachusetts  came  on  an  exploring  tour  to  this  region ; 
on  their  return  they  obtained  a  grant  from  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts of  a  large  tract,  which  they  afterward  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians. This  tract  contained  230,000  square  acres,  for  which  the 
company  paid  to  the  state  £  1,500.  It  appears  that  when  the  agents 
of  the  company  came  on,  they  found  that  patents  had  already 
been  granted  to  Bingham,  Wilson,  and  Cox,  by  the  state  of  New 
York,  which  interfered  with  their  grants.  This  claim  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  this  part  of  the  state,  originating  in  some  ancient  colonial 
claims,  was  finally  satisfied  by  the  grant  ot  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  certain  land«  in  western  New  York.  The  facts  respecting  the 
treaty  with  the  Indians,  &c.,  is  from  the  Annals  of  Binghamton. 

**  They  made  their  propositions  to  the  Indians  for  the  purchase  of  it, 
appointed  a  time  and  place  for  the  negotiation  of  the  bargain,  and 
returned  home.  These  individuals,  at  first,  designed  to  form  a  com- 
pany to  consist  only  of  eleven  persons  ;  but  conceiving  the  purchase 
too  heavy  for  so  small  a  number,  and  having  so  many  applications 
for  co-partnership,  the  number  of  the  company  was  finally  fixed  at 
sixty.  This  company  appointed  as  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Indians,  Elijah  Brown,  Gen.  Oringh  Stoddard,  Gen.  Moses  Ashley, 
Capt.  Raymond,  and  Col.  David  Pixley.  These  gentlemen  met  the 
Indians  in  treaty,  in  the  first  instance  on  the  Chenango  river,  the  east 
side,  two  or  three  miles  above  the  present  village  of  Binghamton,  in 
the  forepart  of  winter.  But  at  this  treaty  the  negotiation  was  not 
fully  completed,  and  they  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Forks  of  the  Che- 
nango. At  this  second  treaty,  there  were  between  three  and  four 
hundred  Indians. 


*  The  tuthon  are  indebted  for  the  hiBtory  of  Binghamton,  to  a  work  pubUthed  at  that 
place  in  1840,  entitled  **  Annala  of  Binghamton,  and  of  the  country  connected  with  it, 
Dom  the  earlieit  wttlement,  by  J.  B.  Wilkxnaon."  "^ 
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**  At  this  and  the  former  treaty,  it  is  said,  the  Indians,  who  were  fur- 
nished with  provisions  and  liquor  at  the  expense  of  the  company, 
would  get  drunk,  almost  to  ia  man,  by  night,  but  be  sober  through 
the  day.  While  the  subjects  of  the  treaty  were  under  discussion 
from  day  to  day,  they  would  sit  in  circles  upon  the  ground,  and  listen 
with  the  utmost  decorum.  Their  chiefs,  when  they  spoke,  would 
speak  in  substance,  if  not  in  form,  in  accordance  with  parliamentary 
rule.  Captain,  and  afterward  Esquire  Dean^  was  their  interpreter, 
and  did  their  business. 

**  The  nominal  sum  paid  for  this  tract  is  not  now  known,  but  the 
payment  was  made,  one  half  in  money,  and  the  other  moiety  in  goods, 
consisting  of  rifles,  hatchets,  ammunition,  blankets,  and  woollen  clotha 
The  last,  it  is  said,  the  savages,  in  perfect  character  with  their  taste, 
immediately  tore  into  strings  for  ornament. 

**  An  estimation  was  made  of  the  entire  cost  of  these  ten  townships, 
to  wit :  the  purchase  price,  the  expense  of  the  treaties,  and  the  sur- 
vey made  of  it,  and  found  to  amount  to  about  one  shilling  per  acre. 
The  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  tract,  as  has  just  been  stated, 
was  230,000  square  acres.  This,  equally  divided  among  the  sixty 
proprietors,  would  give  to  each  djlBSS  acres,  with  a  fraction  over. 
The  price  for  which  the  land  was  sold,  in  the  earliest  sale  of  it,  was 
uniformly  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre ;  but  it,  after  a  little,  rose  to 
one  dollar  per  acre,  and  even  to  more. 

"  The  land  upon  the  shores  of  the  two  rivers,  and  for  some  distance 
back,  was,  even  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  partially  cleared,  so  far 
as  the  Indians  have  their  lands  cleared.  The  under-brush  was 
cleared,  having  been  kept  down  by  burning,  and  grass  growing  on 
the  flats.  The  Indians  uniformly  keep  down  the  shrubby  part  of 
their  hunting  grounds,  that  they  may,  with  the  more  facility,  discover 
and  pursue  their  game.  Col.  Kose  says,  that  he  could  see  deer  upon 
the  mountains  immediately  back  of  him  for  half  a  mile,  so  free  were 
they  of  under-brush.  He  observes,  also,  that  the  woods  exhibited  a 
sombre  appearance,  from  their  annual  burnings.  The  large  island 
opposite  Judge  Stoddard's,  was,  when  the  first  settlers  came,  covered 
with  grass  and  the  anacum  weed,  a  tall  kind  of  weed,  the  roots  of 
which  they  were  in  the  habit  of  digging  and  drying,  and  then  grind- 
ing or  pounding  for  bread  stuff;  or  rather  its  apology,  perhaps, 
when  their  com  failed  them. 

"  The  Indians,  in  their  treaty  with  the  New  England  commissioners, 
reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  hunting  upon  the  lands  they  had 
sold,  for  the  term  of  seven  years ;  and  also  made  a  reserve  of  one 
half  mile  square,  as  their  own  possession.  This  reserve  was  situated 
near  the  mouth  of  Castle  creek,  and  went  by  the  name  of  the  Castle 
Farm.  Upon  this  reserve  the  Indians  of  the  neighborhood  who  did 
not  remove  to  New  Stockbridge,  or  Oneida,  resided.  Their  number 
on  the  farm  is  said  to  have  been  about  twenty  families.  They  bv  no 
means  confined  themselves  to  this  httle  spot.  They  cultivated  the 
ground  of  the  farm,  more  or  less,  but  depended  chiefly,  in  accordance 
with  their  long  custom  and  native  propensity,  upon  hunting  and  fishing.** 
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In  the  summer  of  1789,  a  very  considerable  accession  was  made 
by  persons  who  settled  in  the  Susquehannah  and  Chenango  valleys. 
Daniel  Hudson,  afterward  a  major  and  judge,  settled  between  Capt 
Leonard  and  Col.  Rose ;  Jonathan  Fitch  settled  upon  the  creek  that 
took  his  name :  he  was  a  merchant  from  Wyoming,  and  had  been 
sheriff  of  the  county ;  it  is  believed  he  was  the  first  representative  to 
the  state  legislature  from  the  new  county  of  Tiora*  The  first  reli- 
gious society  formed  within  the  bounds  of  the  settlement  was  a  Bap- 
tist church,  consisting  of  10  or  12  members,  formed  by  Elder  Howe, 
a  very  early  settler  in  the  place.  He  was  succeeded  by  Elder  FisL 
This  society  became  extinct  about  the  year  1800.  A  Dutch  Re- 
fonned  church  was  founded  about  1798,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Manly, 
who  was  succeeded  in  his  ministrations  bv  the  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer:  this 
church  was  afterward  merged  into  the  rresbyterian.  The  present 
Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  1817.  Mr.  Niles,  their  minister, 
was  ordained  the  next  year.  He  died  in  1828,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Lock  wood,  who  continued  his  pastoral  relation  till  1833.  He 
was  succeeded,  in  1836,  by  the  Rev.  John  A.  Nash:  in  1838,  Mr. 
Nash  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  David  D.  Gregory.  The  Episcopal 
church  was  incorporated  in  181 6.  Rev.  Mr.  Keeler  was  the  first 
officiating  clergyman.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Cumming. 
In  1821,  Mr.  Cumming  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Gear.  The 
clergymen  succeeding  have  been  in  the  following  order :  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Huse,  in  1824 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cumming,  in  1829 ;  Rev.  Hiram 
Adams,  in  1831 ;  Rev.  Mr.  Shimeall,  in  1835 ;  and  Rev.  Edward 
Andrews,  in  1836.  The  Methodist  society  was  formed  in  1817.  In 
1822,  the  Methodist  chapel  was  purchased  of  the  Episcopalians,  and 
moved  from  the  site  of  the  present  Episcopal  church  to  where  it  now 
stands.  The  present  Baptist  church  was  instituted  in  1829.  Eilder 
Frederick  was  its  first  pastor.  The  succeeding  pastors  have  been  in 
the  order  following :  Revs.  Jason  Corwin,  Henry  Robertson,  Davis 
Dimmick,  William  Storrs,  and  Rev.  James  M.  Coley.  The  Congre- 
gational church  was  organized  in  1836,  and  the  Kev.  John  Stark- 
weather was  called  to  be  their  pastor ;  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Samuel  W.  Bush.  A  Catholic  church  was  finished  in  1837.  In 
Jan.  1838,  a  Universalist  society  was  organized. 

WiNnsoE,  the  ancient  Oquago,  was  taken  from  Chenan^  in  1807; 
has  a  mountainous  surface,  and  is  centrally  intersected  by  tne  Susque- 
hanpah.  Great  quantities  of  locust  timber,  valuable  for  shipbuilding, 
have  been  taken  from  this  town.  The  principal  settlement  is  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  has  about  60  dwellings,  and 
350  inhabitants ;  16  miles  fi-om  Binghamton,  and  128  firom  Albany. 
Pop.  2,368. 

The  valley  of  Oquago  was  settled  by  the  whites  about  the  year 
1788.  The  most  of  the  earlier  inhabitants  were  from  Waterbury 
and  Watertown,  in  Connecticut.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Buck  was  the  first 
minister  who  preached  in  the  place.  He  was  called  by  the  first  settlers 
Major  Buck,  as  he  had  held  that  office  during  the  revolutionary  War. 
Mr.  Williston,  a  missionary  firom  Connecticut,  appears  to  have  been 
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Seth  Sage  became  the  settled  pastor,  and  remained  such  till  his  death*. 
The  Episcopal  church  was  organized  in  1808,  by  Bishop  chase,  then 
a  missionary  in  Western  New  YorL    The  Presbyterian  meeting- 
house was  erected  in  1800,  the  Methodist  in  1888. 

Oquago  was  the  residence  of  a  tribe  of  Indians.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a  half-way  resting-place  for  the  ^  Six  Nations^  as  they 
passed  south  of  Wyoming,  ana  also  for  the  tribes  of  the  Wyoming 
▼alley  as  they  passed  north.  Jonathan  Ekiwards,  the  celebrated 
divine,  while  a  minister  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  in  this  place.  He  procured  a  mis- 
sionary for  them.  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  and  three  other  persons,  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashley.  The  three  latter  returned.  Mrs. 
Ashley,  it  appears,  was  employed  during  her  stay  as  an  interpreter. 
Mr.  Hawley  remained  their  missionary  until  the  commencement  of 
the  French  war,  when  it  was  considered  unsafe  for  him  to  remain 
longer.  About  one  year  previous  to  this  time,  Mr.  Edwards  sent 
one  of  his  sons,  a  lad  of  aoout  mvp  years  of  ase,  to  Oquago,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Hawley,  to  learn  the  Indian  language,  in  order  to 
become  an  Indian  missionary.  When  the  war  commenced,  a  faithful 
Indian,  who  had  special  care  of  the  lad,  took  him  and  conveyed  him 
to  his  father,  part  of  the  way  on  his  back.  This  lad  was  afterward 
President  of  Union  College. 

The  following,  relating  to  the  privations  and  difficulties  encountered 
by  the  first  settlers  of  Oquago  valley,  is  firom  Wilkinsoris  Annab  of 
ninghamton, 

**ln  about  the  year  1704,  there  was  what  was  called  Ibe  pumpkin 
freshet,  in  the  month  of  August;  the  Susquehannah  rising  much 
above  its  usual  height,  and  sweeping  down  in  its  tide  the  productions 
of  the  fields — com,  pumpkins,  potatoes,  &c.  A  great  scarcity  was 
the  natural  consequence.  During  this  scarcity,  Maj.  Stow  shouldered 
a  bushel  of  wheat,  in  which  the  whok  neighborhood  had  a  common 
share,  and  started  for  Wattles'  ferry  to  mill,  a  distance  of  more  than 
forty  miles,  carrying  his  grist  the  whole  distance  on  foot  He  got 
his  wheat  ground,  and  returned  in  the  same  trudging  manner. 
During  his  journey,  he  purchased  one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea — at 
that  time  a  rare  article  with  the  settlers — to  help  out  the  repast 
which  he  anticipated  at  his  return.  Upon  his  arrival  home,  the 
neighbors,  who  held  an  interest  in  the  grist  of  wheat — and  most  pro* 
bably  others  also — collected  at  the  major's  house,  to  hold  a  sort  of 
thanksgiving ;  which  was  to  be  celebrated  by  preparing  and  partak- 
ing of  as  sumptuous  a  feast  as  their  stores  would  admit.  Out  of  the 
flour  they  made  short<ake;  but  having  no  hog's  lard,  they  would 
have  come  short  of  this  luxury,  had  not  the  major  bethought  himself 
of  some  heat's  greoit  which  he  had  in  the  house,  and  which  answer- 
ed as  a  substitute.  Their  tea  was  Quite  a  n«.vr  article  to  them,  for 
which  they  were  not  prepared.  Tney  had  no  tes^ettle,  no  teapot, 
no  teacups.  Instead  of  the  fo^  a  small  kettle  was  furnished  to  tx>il 
the  water  in ;  they  put  the  tte  into  the  same  to  steep  it;  and  instead 
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of  cups  and  saucers,  they  used  a  wooden  bowl,  which  they  paMed 
around  from  one  to  the  other.  Still  they  made  a  meiry  cheer  of  it; 
felt  the  glow  of  sociability,  and  told  each  his  best  anecdote.  These 
early  inhabitants,  when  they  became  old,  would  tell  the  story  to  their 
children  and  more  recent  inhabitants,  with  moistened  eyes ;  but  saidt 
it  was  then  a  heart-felt  thanksgiving  and  a  merry  time. 

CoLEsviLLE,  taken  from  Windsor  in  1821;  djrained  centrally  by 
the  Susquehannah river;  fix)m  Albany  123  miles.    Pop.  2,617«    Har- 

Esrsville,  17  miles  N.  E.  from  Bingham  ton,  has  about  80  dwdlings. 
olesville.  New  Ohio,  Nineveh,  Dora,  and  Susquehannah,  are  post- 
offices.  Bellona  springs  in  this  town,  so  named  from,  some  sulphur 
springs,  has  been  frequented  for  health  and  pleasure. 

CoNKLiN,  taken  fix)m  Chenango  in  1824 ;  having  the  Susquehannah 
river  running  N.  W.  through  it  in  a  deep  valley  with  fertile  flats. 
Pop.  1,471.  Conklin  and  Corbotville  arc  post-offices :  the  former  of 
which  is  about  4  miles  E.  of  Binghamton. 

Lisle,  taken  from  Union  in  1801 ;  from  Binghamton,  N.  E.,  18 
miles.  Lisle,  Lisle  Centre,  and  Union  Village,  are  post-offices.  This 
town  was  settled  in  1792  by  emigrants  from  the  eastern  states.  Pop. 
1,558. 

^  A  congregational  church  was  organized  in  what  is  called  Lisle,  in 
the  year  1707,  by  the  Rev.  Seth  Wiluston,  who  had,  a  short  time  pre- 
viously, been  sent  there  by  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  upon 
the  personal  application  of  Mr.  Edwards.  The  church  consisted,  in 
its  first  formation,  of  sixteen  members,  eleven  of  whom  were  by  pn>- 
fession.  In  1801,  William  Osbom  was  elected  to  the  office  of  a 
deacon ;  but  it  was  not  till  1810  that  he  was  cans^rated  by  the  im- 
position of  hands  from  the  presbytery;  and  his  colleague,  Andrew 
oquires,  was  consecrated  at  the  same  time. 

**  Mr.  Wiliiston  employed  about  half  of  his  time  in  pastoral  duties  m 
this  congregation;  tne  rest  of  his  time  he  missionated  in  UnioDi 
Owego,  and  in  Oquago.  He  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Lisle,  in  October,  1808 ;  and  from  this  period  he  appears  to  have  em- 
ployed all  his  time  within  the  pastoral  limits  of  this  one  congregatioD, 
until  he  was  dismissed  from  it  in  1810.  The  church  of  Lisle  was  the 
earliest  organized,  it  is  believed,  of  any  west  of  the  Catskill  and  south 
of  Utica.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Williston's  installation,  the  council  or- 
ganized what  then  was  called  '  The  Susquehannah  Association,'  tak- 
mg  in  some  of  the  northern  counties  of  Pennsvlvania. 

**  In  the  year  1796,  Mr.  E.  Edwards  built  the  first  saw-mill  on  the 
Onondaga  or  its  waters ;  and  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  first  that 
came  down  the  Chenango  with  a  rafi.  He  subsequently  carried  on 
lumbering  to  a  great  extent ;  and  the  pine  timber  of  that  section  being 
of  a  superior  quality,  compensated  for  his  being  so  far  back  firom  the 
broader  stream  of  the  Susquehannah.  The  fi^t  grist-mill  was  baih 
much  later,  by  Dr.  Wheeler.  Previous  to  this,  the  inhabitants  came 
down  to  Castle  creek  for  their  grinding ;  and  when  that  mill  iiuled 
for  want  of  water,  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  Tioga  Point** 

Nantiooke,  taken  m>m  Lisle  in  1881 ;  firom  Albany  144  miki* 


Tlwre  are  ndpfanr  qprings  in  the  N.  W«  p«rt  of  tlM  tmm;  14  milBi 
N.  W.  from  BinghamtotL    Pop.  418. 

Sandpobb^  taken  from  Windsor  in  1821 ;  fitnn  Albany  191,  from 
Binghamton,  E.,  24  miles.  The  town  is  thinly  settled,  being  stony 
and  mountainous.    Pop.  1472- 

Triangle,  so  named  firom  its  shape,  taken  from  Idsle  in  1881 ; , 
from  Albany  182,  frx>m  Bin^iamton,  N.,  17  miles.    Poa  1,092.    Tri- 
angle post-office  is  at  Clane's  settlement,  near  the  EL  line,  whem 
there  are  about  90  dwellings.     At  Union  Village  is  the  post-offiee 
named  Upper  Lisle. 

Union  was  organised  in  1791 ;  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  Sos- 
quehannah ;  its  sur&oe  is  undulating,  with  a  fertile  soil  of  ^TdUr 
k>am.  The  Tillage  of  Union  is  on  the  Susquehannah,  9  miles  w* 
from  Binghamton,  containing  about  50  houses  and  900  inhabitants. 
Maine  post-office  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Pop.  2,600. 

The  town  appears  to  have  been  first  settled  about  the  year  1789. 
One  of  the  most  prominent  settlers  was  (Sen.  Qringh  Stoodard,  one 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Boston  C!ompany  to  treat  with 
the  Indians.  Amos  Pfttterson,  afterward  judge  ot  Broome  county, 
and  Joshua  Mersereau,  one  of  the  earliest  jixlges  of  old  Tioga 
county,  were  early  setUers  in  Union.  Judge  Mersereau  and  his 
brother  John,  were  originally  from  New  Jersey.  Previous  to  the 
revolutionary  war,  these  two  brothers  removed  to  Staten  Island, 
where  they  kept  a  large  tavern.  It  is  stated  that  they  were  the  first 
persons  who  commenced  a  line  of  stages  from  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia, uniting  their  line  with  the  boats  that  plied  between  their  own 
dock  and  New  YorL 

When  Staten  Island  fell  mto  the  hands  of  the  British,  Judge  Mer- 
sereau and  his  brother,  being  zealousr  in  the  American  cause,  left  the 
island  and  entered  into  the  American  service.  These  two  brothers 
were  the  principal  agents  in  preventing  the  British  from  crossing  the 
Delaware  in  their  pursuit  of  Washington.  Judffe  Mersereau,  who 
was  a  commissary  tnrough  the  war,  was  much  aDoat  the  person  of 
Washington.  When  he  had  crossed  the  Delaware,  he  was  asked  if 
he  was  sure  that  he  had  Removed  every  thing  that  could  be  employed 
to  transport  the  enemy  over.  Washington  replied  he  thought  he 
had.  Judge  Mersereau  begged  the  privilege  of  re-crossing  with  his 
brother  and  making  search.  They  went  back  and  searched  the  op- 
posite shore,  and  found,  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  two  Durham 
Doats,  which  had  been  timely  gunk  by  a  royalist  who  Uved  near. 
They  raised  them  up  and  took  them  to  the  Pennsylvania  side. 

^  Several  of  the  Indians,  whose  particular  locaticm  was  at  the  Castle 
farm,  had  temporary  huts  or  wigwams  in  Union,  near  the  river,  and 
on  both  sides.  These  they  occupied  more  or  less  for  several  years 
after  the  country  was  settled.  Where,  aini  m  what  manner,  they  ob- 
tained their  salt  was  dways  a  mystery  to  the  whites.  They  would 
strike  a  course  over  the  mountain  about  opposite  Judge  Mersereau's^ 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  after  an  absence  w  about  twdve 
bours,  would  mtoni  with  Sfail  or  ks^  of  sallf  and  thatt  tee,  !■»- 
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mediately  upon  their  return,  would  be  wann.  Old  Mr.  Ricbvdi 
used  to  say,  that  the  Indians  would  cross  the  river  below  WiDow 
Point,  rise  the  mountain  and  bring  back  salt  Sometimes  it  would 
be  warm«  He  inferred  that  there  must  be  a  salt  spring  near,  but  it 
never  could  be  found.  John  D.  Mersereau  relates,  that  when  a  ltd,' 
his  father  and  himself  have  endeavored  to  follow  the  Indians  when 
they  were  known  to  have  set  out  for  salt ;  but  they  soon  would  ap 
pear  to  be  apprehensive  that  they  were  watched,  and  would  either 
remain  where  they  were,  or  turn  from  their  course.  Never  moie 
than  two  would  set  out  upon  the  expedition.  They  used  the  utmost 
precaution  to  prevent  the  whites  from  ever  discovering  the  secret 
spot  They  had  other  places  to  which  thev  resorted  for  salt,  one  or 
more  in  the  neighborhood  of  Oquago.  Why  these  sources  of  sah 
have  never  been  found  by  the  whites,  is  a  mystery. 

Vestal  was  taken  from  Union  in  1823,  being  divided  firom  tbit 
town  by  the  Susquehannah.  It  is  a  lumbering  town,  being  but  a 
small  part  of  it  cultivated.  Major  David  Barney  was  (me  of  the  fiivt 
settlers.  He  came  down  the  river  from  Cooperstovm  with  a  lai|e 
family  of  children  in  a  canoe.  Vestal  is  8  mites  S.  W.  fira«i  Wjuff 
hamton.    Pop.  1,250.    There  are  two  post-offices,  Vestal,  EL  Yeiw 


CAYUGA  COUNTY. 

Catuoa  couifTT  was  formed  from  Onondaga  in  1790; 
counties  have  since  been  taken  from  it  Greatest  length  N.  wmi  & 
55,  greatest  breadth  £.  and  W.  28  miles.  From  Albajtiy,  W^  tf0 
miles,  from  New  York,  901.  Upon  the  S.  the  surface  rises  jnlo 
ridges,  along  the  Cayuga  lake,  the  Owasco  lake  and  inlet,  and  ^ 
Skaneateies  lake.  The  disposition  of  the  waters  shows  an  irr^fulsr 
surface.  The  Poplar  ridge,  E.  of  the  Cayuga  lake,  rises  in  some 
places  to  600  feet  above,  but  has  a  gentle  slope  towards  the  lake,  dis* 
playing  finely  cultivated  farms.  The  eastern  declivity  of  this  and 
other  hills  are  more  abrupt  On  the  N.  of  Auburn,  the  coontry  is 
comparativclv  level,  yet  has  a  rolling  appearance  from  the  many 
Isirge  gravel  hills  scattered  over  the  plain,  assuming  in  many  places 
the  semblance  of  stupendous  mounds  formed  by  art  This  gravel 
has  much  limestone,  and  produces  excellent  wheat  Few  portions 
of  the  state  possess  more  fertile  lands,  or  can  boast  of  higher  cultiva- 
tion. In  all  the  fruits  of  the  climate,  this  county  is  prolific.  About 
two  thirds  of  the  land  is  under  improvement  The  southern  portion 
is  most  thickly  settled.  The  Cayuga  lake,  which  forms  a  large  part 
of  the  western  boundary,  is  a  beautful  sheet  of  water,  36  miles  k»g, 
and  from  1  to  4  broad.  The  county  is  divided  into  22  towns.  Pop. 
50,864. 

Ay»yft|r  WMt^keaiiom  4i»9|ius  in  1823.    The  town,  3  miles  by 


S,  comprehending  6  Iota  of  the  old  militarT'  tract,  ii  included  within 
the  chartered  limits  of  the  village.  The  compact  part  of  the  villase 
lies  2h  miles  from  Lake  Owasco,  on  the  outlet  of  that  name.  It  u 
15fi  miles  from  Albany,  314  from  New  York,  7  from  Weedsport  oo 
» the  Erie  canal,  and  339  from  Washington.  Pop.  5,620.  There  are 
2  Presbyterian  churchei,  1  Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  1  Universalist,  and 
1  Catholic;  a  slate  prison,  courthouse,  theological  seminary,  an 
academy,  2  banks,  4  printing-offices,  and  a  number  of  splendid  hotels. 
Auburn  is  one  of  the  most  thriving  and  beautiful  villages  in  the  state. 
Its  principal  streets  are  adorned  with  lof^y  buildings  of  brick  and 
limestone. 


Eastern  part  of  Genesee  street.  Auburn. 

Auburn  was  first  settled  in  1793,  by  Col.  John  L.  Hardcnbergb, 
and  was  for  many  years  called  Hai  dertbergk's  Comers."  It  became 
a  post  village  in  1800  and  in  1805  the  county  town ;  and  received  its 
present  name  from  Dr.  Crosset.  At  th.s  time,  the  village  consisted 
of  but  a  tew  log  dwellings,  a  store  or  two,  a  grist-mill,  &c„  all  situ- 
ated near  the  bank  of  the  creek,  not  far  from  the  spot  occupied  by 
the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Leonard  &,  Warden. 

In  1807,  the  building  of  the  courthouse  was  commenced,  and  the 
county  courts  removed  to  this  place  from  Aurora.  In  1811,  the  vil- 
lage is  supposed  to  have  contained  about  300  inhabitants ;  the  court- 
house was  the  only  public  building ;  even  this  was  in  an  unfinished 
state.  The  construction  of  an  academy,  a  three-story  brick  building, 
and  a  neat  little  Episcopal  church  were  commenced,  and  a  Pim* 
byterian  society  formed  during  this  year. 

In  1815,  Auburn  was  incorporated  a  viUage,  at  wbich  time  it  con- 
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tained  1,000  inhabitants.  From  this  period,  its  improvement  becune 
more  rapid  and  uniform ;  walks  were  now  put  down  on  the  principal 
•trecls,  which  before  were  muddy  and  uneven.  In  1816,  the  stale 
prison  was  founded  in  this  place ;  the  first  Presbyterian  church  id 
North-street  was  cornmenced,  and  the  Bank  of  Auburn,  capital 
•200,000,  was  chartered.  In  April,  1817,  the  village  contuned 
1,506  inhabitants,  148  dwellings,  20  stores,  and  40  mechanic  shops. 
A  railroad  connects  Auburn  with  Syracuse.  This  road  is  36  miles 
long,  and  was  constructed  at  an  expense  of  9400,000.  A  railroad  is 
now  constructing  between  this  place  and  Rochester,  which  pesws 
some  distance  H.  of  the  Erie  canal,  through  the  flourishing  villages 
of  Canandaigua  and  Geneva,  a  distance  by  this  route  of  77}  ndles. 


Auburn  Theological  Semiitary. 

The  Auburn  Theological  Seminary  was  established  by  the  lyood  of 
Geneva  in  1819,  and  by  the  act  of  incorporation,  in  18S0,  was  placed 
under  commissioners,  chosen  by  the  synods  of  Genesee,  Geneva,  and 
Oneida.  There  are  four  professors  in  the  institution.  Over  800 
clergymen  have  been  educated  sine:  its  establishment.  In  1639,  the 
number  of  students  was  71.  The  principal  building  is  of  stone,  pre- 
senting  a  front  of  200  feet.  The  library  exhibits  a  valuable  collec- 
tion ofchoicc  theological  works,  and  contains  upwards  of  5,000  vols. 
No  charge  Is  made  for  the  use  of  tlie  library,  rooms,  or  furniture. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  society  was  organized  in  18^1 ;  their  house, 
on  Chapcl-strocI,  was  erected  soon  after,  and  has  been  since  sold  to 
the  Catholics ;  their  present  stone  chapel,  on  North-street,  was  erected 
in  1833.  The  Baptitt  society  was  organized  in  1825,  and  built  a 
church  on  South-street,  (since  sold  to  the  Universal ists,)  in  18:^; 
their  church  on  Genesee-strcct  was  erected  in  1834.  The  Second 
Pi-esbuterian  society  was  organized  in  1829,  and  the  foundation  of 
their  house  laid.  In  1833,  the  Universalist  society  was  orgnnixed; 
ind  in  1834,  the  Catholics  fitted  up  their  church  on  Chapel -street. 

The  following  is  a  representation  of  the  state  prison  as  viewed  from 
the  N. ;  tin  cupola  of  the  courthouse  is  seen  in  the  distance.    Tbe 
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vrectioDof  thii  priion  ooanaeocei  in  1816.  "ItoceopiM  a  plot  of 
ground  forming  a  aquare  SOO  feet  each  way.  endoaed  with  a  boandary 
wall  3,000  feet  in  extent,  SO  feet  high,  and  4  feet  thick  at  the  baae. 
A  small  river  or  creek  nme  akng  Ike  8.  nde  of  the  bomdary,  aod 
nifficient  power  from  the  streaoi  is  obtained,  hy  means  of  a  waters 
wheel  and  shaft  through  the  wall,  to  wcvk  the  madunery  within  the 
prison.  The  prison  miildinss  stand  back  about  80  feet  from  the 
road,'  and  form  three  sides  of  a  square ;  the  front  part  being  aboot 
280  feel  long ;  each  of  the  rettun  wings  is  S40  feet  kmg  sm  45  m 
depth."  The  cost  of  erecting  the  fMison  was  toon  ma  VMOfiOO, 
The  usual  number  of  prisoners  of  late  years  has  been  between  tf  and 
700.  The  earnings  of  the  prison  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  18S8, 
was  •60,161.46;  £e  expenditures  during  the  same  period^  •S1,0T1  ill. 
Religious  instructimi  is  regularly  given  by  the  chaplain.  Sondi^ 
schools  are  instituted  in  the  prisons,  in  which  the  students  ia  the  tha- 
ologica)  seminary  and  other  pious  persons  assist ;  the  younger  pM>- 
tioQ  of  the  convicts,  if  illiterate,  are  tuight  to  read,  wnte,  end  cast 
accounts. 

"  The  building  ctxitained  originally  550  cells.  More,  we  believe, ' 
have  lately  been  added.  They  are  principally  distributed  mto  (mu 
tiers  or  stories,  and  construct^  on  each  side  of  the  Uock  or  wing. 
The  cells  are  each  7  feet  long,  7  feet  high,  and  81  wide.  They  are 
sufficiently  ligbted,  well  wanned,  and  ventilated.  The  area  between 
the  cells  and  the  parallel  walls,  10  feet  wide,  is  open  from  the  ground 
to  the  roof;  and  of  this  interval,  3  feet  adjointng  the  cells  are  occu- 
pied by  the  galleries.  This  space  in  front  q{  the  cells  forms  a  com- 
l^ete  sounding-gallery,  so  that  the  watchman  in  the  open  area  on  the 
ground  can  near  even  a  whisper,  from  a  distant  cell  in  the  upper 
atory. 

"  Such  are  the  provisi(»B  and  precautions  for  the  separate  confino- 
ment  of  the  ^Nisoners  at  niglu.  In  the  daytime,  they  are  ctMnpelled 
to  labor  together,  in  aa  or&Ay  and  penitential  manner.  Soon  after 
daylight,  cm  a  sigiwl  givsn  l^  the  ptiaoo  bell,  the  turnkey  untocks  th* 
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doors  of  the  cells,  when  the  convicts,  each  with  his  night  tuby  water 
can,  and  mush  kid,  march  out;  and  having  disposed  of  these srticlei 
according  to  the  order  of  the  prison,  proceed  to  the  workthops, 
where  they  commence  the  labor  of  the  day.  At  a  fixed  hour  another 
bell  is  rung,  when  they  form  again  in  line,  and  march  in  silence,  with 
closed  files,  to  the  mess-room,  where  they  breakfast  at  narrow  taUes, 
BO  arranged  that  they  are  unable  to  exchange  even  looks  or  signs. 
After  an  interval  of  20  to  SO  minutes,  they  return  m  the  same  manner 
to  the  workshops.  At  12  o'clock,  they  dine  under  the  same  care  to 
prevent  intercourse.  On  the  approach  of  night,  they  wash  their 
feces  and  hands,  and  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  form  a  line  according 
to  the  number  of  their  cells,  march  out  of  the  shops  to  thetr  tubii  and 
at  the  word  of  command  take  them  up,  step  forward  and  empQr  into 
the  drain  the  water  which  had  been  placed  in  them  in  the  moning 
to  purify  them.  They  then  proceed,  with  closed  files,  the  tubs  hang- 
ing on  Uieir  arms,  to  the  wash-room,  adjoining  the  kitchen,  iriKn 
their  mush  and  molaases  in  a  Idd,  and  water  in  a  can  fi>r  dkiiddil^ 
have  been  placed  together,  in  rows,  by  the  cooks;  and,  witlMU 
breaking  their  step,  they  stoop  and  take  up  the  can  and  kid,  march  to 
their  respective  galleries,  enter  their  cells  as  they  arrive  at  them,'  nd 
pull  the  doors  partly  shut.  Each  gallery  is  occupied  by  one  compft- 
ny,  which  is  marched  and  locked  up  by  one  turnkey,  with  two  keys, 
differing  from  each  other,  and  from  all  the  rest  The  convicts  tmn 
eat  supper  in  their  respective  cells.  At  an  early  hour  they  are  re- 
quired, by  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  to  take  off  their  clothes  end  go  to 
bed)  upon  their  canvass  hammocks;  when  well,  they  are  not  permitted 
to  lie  down  before  the  bell  rings,  nor  to  get  up  again,  but  from  neoefr 
sity,  until  the  ringing  of  the  morning  bell.  During  the  night,  tur» 
keys  are  constantly  moving  round  the  galleries,  wearing  wooUen 
socks  on  their  feet,  and  walking  so  noiselessly  that  the  convicts  an 
not  able  to  discover  their  presence  or  absence ;  and  thus  the  wfaola 


wing,  eontaiiiag  nranl  hundred  eonvjcti,  ii  pniaiTad  ip  pvftQt 
"Inen  and  oraer.    It  b  obvioui  thtt  no  eommuaicttion  can  tdu 


place  between  the  eoovicti  at  night,  without  the  ooonivaoo*  or  imsIh 
sence  of  the  tumkejrs,  which  ii  guarded  agaiul  by  the  viaito  of  to 
ie^r  and  hia  daputiea  at  difierent  houra." — Oardon'M  Gai, 

The  following  inacriptiou  are  copied  from  monmnenta  in  the  gnv^ 
yard  N.  of  the  viUage. 

«  L>  1U«  Puita  D.  D. 

•Mi  ihtolonco  qui  aridilM  4lMtM  ■•• 
dwtoi  impMUli  tmitwa  i*qnt  komiaaa  anntUi  irsHln*  M  wmun  iLmmin  vtili  nua 
Dtii  V  MDCCLXXm  nuHinnw  •unm  praqMiii  tnaqnilhi  p*d»M  bnitnw  m  ia 
Quino  aolo  ntftiw  ehriMun  ««•  wnua  dmun  •!  ndMnpionw  Mwt  iliiiliiiMMaw 

Bodeiw    confeMO*  M  pteolui  (riumpbitil  ni*  bMwdiiit   iloctM  MMmIi  IWk   ZU 
DCCCXXXVl    HoM  bfidon  amiri  MQwdIi  otbui  pontn.* 

FTo  tha  meiooiT  of  Hit.  Hatduir  La  Ru«  Parrinv,  D.  D^  Proftwar  of  EMMaattoal 
Hiitorf  and  PoGq'.  lor  ttaaa  jaaia,  m  tha  IVolofKal  Baniinarr  at  Aabum.  H*  wta 
learnad,  araiiUe,  and  modaat,  uid  Hrad  inmcara  platrtawaidiQod  and  food  will  lawardi 
all  men  ciaami  in  dia  imaga  of  Ood.  Ha  wta  bom  Majr  ft,  1777.  In  tba  ntai  pnaprat 
of  death  ha  wu  BanqnU  and  patiaoi,  iUamiiMd  by  hope  in  Cbriat  alona,  whom  hi  Jojrrulbr 
confeMed  tD  be  ihe  tiua  God  and  hia  nuat  ghmoua  Radaamei.  Ratiiv  pnyid,  ba  n. 
■mpbad  tner  death,  bleMad  U*  fiianda,  and  aMendad  W  |ktr.  Fab.  U,  18M^-<uaa  of 
fail  benaTed  friandi  ba*i  aracwd  thia  maanmanl  to  hia  memory.] 

- 1  Cor.  15 ;  S7.  '  BbI  thanJu  ba  U>  God  which  livath  ua  tba  iktorj  Ihrough  our  Lotd 
Jaaui  Chiiat,'  Bn.  WUUwm  Lnei*,  Jt^  aon  of  Wm.  and  Maij  Lawto  of  -hia  vldniir.  AlUr 
Ilia  eoutaa  of  prapamorr  iludlaa  in  Williann  Colla(a  and  Auburn  Tbao.  Bfitrinaty,  and 
aneeaaafiilir  davotinf  hinneir  (o  the  caoaa  of  EdasaiiDii,  Tampannoa  iimI  Piat]r  In  Uanada, 
New  Yorii,  Indiuu,  and  Ohio,  ba  went  home  to  Ood,  4  April,  ISSB,  tfad  34/atn.  Frua 
the  bibla  clan,  hia  inlereal  In  religion  began.  Hia  faith  and  eban 
Kbhi ;  and  be  went  down  tlie  dan  Tallaj  aaylnt  *  all  b  light.' " 


M  raan.   Frua 
« fomad  en  tha 


AuBELius,  organized  in  1789;  bounds  since  altered  |  from  Albany 
159  miles.  Pop.  3,644.  Cayiu^  S  miles  W.  from  Aubum«  hatabout 
80  dwellings.  Aurelitis  and  l^sterdale  are  small  village!.  Clarke 
Tille,  1  mile  W,  from  Auburn,  has  about  60  dwelling!. 


Cayuga  Bridge. 

The  above  view  of  Cayuga  Bridge,  whicb  croaaei  the  Cayuga 
lake  on  the  great  western  turnpike,  wa«  taken  on  the  wottem  rank, 
«nd  shows  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake  a  portion  of  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Cayuga.  The  large  buiMiDg  on  the  nsht  ia  the  well-known 
tavern  of  Mr.  Titus,  having  raperior  aecomouMationa.  This  bridge, 
■o  iamoua  in  political  eatimtea,  wai  oommenced  in  Blsy,  1799,  and 
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finished  in  September,  1800.  It  was  built  by  the  Manhattan  Corii* 
pany  of  New  York,  and  cost  #150,000.  Its  len^  is  one  mile. 
**  This  bridge  is  the  longest  in  America,  perhaps  m  the  world,  and 
yet  five  years  ago,"  says  a  trayeiler  in  1800,  ^  the  Indians  posseased 
the  shores  of  the  lake,  imbosomed  in  almost  impenetrable  woods.* 
The  first  bridge  was  built  on  mud  sills — the  seocmd  on  piles — the 
third  and  last  was  erected  in  1833,  and  cost  about  #15^000. 

BauTus,  taken  firom  Aurelius  in  1802.  Pop.  8,045.  Weedaport, 
incorporated  in  1831,  on  the  canal  7  miles  N.  of  Aubam,  86  ntmi 
Syracuse,  87  W.  of  Utica,  and  197  by  canal  firom  Albany,  ia  a  floiv- 
ishing  village,  with  about  180  dwellings.  CentreviQe  la  a  small  vil- 
lage on  the  canal. 

Cato,  taken  firom  Aurelius  m  1808 ;  bounds  since  altered ;  firom 
Albany  155,  fix)m  Auburn,  N.  EL,  13  miles.  Cato  Comers  and  Cato 
are  small  villages.    Pop.  8,380. 

CoNouEST,  taken  fi^m  Cato  in  1821 ;  firom  Albany  108  miles. 
Pop.  1,911.    The  post-office  is  19  miles  N.  N.  W.  of  Auburn. 

rLSMiNOy  taken  firom  Aurelius  in  1883 ;  firom  Albany  100  milaaL 
Pop.  1,330.    Fleming,  5  miles  S.  of  Auburn,  has  about  80  dweUmgSL 

Genoa,  organized ^y  the  Greneral  Sessions  of  Ontario  coun^,  in 
1789,  by  the  name  of  Milton;  name  and  bounds  since  altered;  nrom 
Albany  185,  fi-om  Auburn  centrally  distant,  S.,  80  miles.  Pop.  8,59I. 
Grenoa,  formerly  called  the  ^  Indian  Fields,"  has  about  40  dv^ellings. 
Northville  has  about  30  dwellings.  Kings  Ferry,  Five  CcmterSi  and 
East  Genoa  are  post-offices. 

laA,  taken  from  Cato  in  1881 ;  fix>m  Albany  189  miles.  Pop.  8,988. 
Ira,  24  miles  N.  of  Auburn,  has  about  25  dwellings. 

Lbdtard,  taken  firom  Scipio  in  1823.  Aurora,  poat  village  M 
miles  S.  W.  fix>m  Auburn,  is  beautifully  situated  upon  the  lake  in  a 
fertile  country,  and  has  several  churches,  the  Cayuga  Academy,  and 
about  125  dwellings.  Levana,  also  upon  the  lake,  14  milea  finxn 
Auburn,  is  a  small  villa^.    Pop.  2,500. 

LocKc,  taken  trom  Bfilton,  onginal  name  of  Grenoa,  in  1808 ;  fitm 
Albany  166,  from  Auburn  centrally  distant,  S.  £.,  81  milea.  MiliDi, 
at  which  is  the  postpoffice  of  the  town,  has  about  50  dvrellinga.  Ite. 
1,800. 

Mbntz,  originally  named  Jeflferson,  and  taken  firom  Aurelhui  in  1808; 
fix>m  Albany  161  miles.  Pop.  4,815.  Port  Byron,  on  the  eaaal,  S 
miles  W.  firom  Weedsport,  and  8  firom  Auburn,  has  about  150  dwdt 
ings.  Throopsville  is  a  small  manufacturing  viOaffe  on  the  Owaaoo 
outlet,  3  miles  N.  W.  fi-om  Auburn.  Montezuma  Village  is  situated 
at  the  junction  of  the  Seneca,  Cayuga,  and  Erie  canals.  It  con* 
tains  an  Episcopal  and  a  Baptist  church,  a  coUector's  c^oe,  nd 
about  75  dwellings :  distant,  10  miles  firom  Auburn,  81  firom  Graevat 
64  from  Rochester,  7  firom  Cayuga,  35  fi^m  Syracuse,  a»l  805  froaA 
Albany.  In  1839,  the  state  was  successfiil  in  sinking  a  shaft  about 
800  fi^t,  fi-om  which  issues  a  large  quantity  of  the  best  aalt  wtler  ia 
the  state.  The  salt  made  firom  it  is  remarkably  firee  firom  impurities, 
and  the  fiualities  for  its  manufacture  are  great,  the  ground  bemg  good 
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and  fire-wood  plenty.  No  lime  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sail 
from  these  spring  The  Montezuma  marshes  commence  about  a 
mile  westward  of  the  village :  they  are  gradually  drying  away,  and 
.  it  is  believed  that  the  healthfulness  of  this  town  is  now  equal  to 
my  in  the  vicinity. 

**  This  marshy  tract,"  says  a  well  known  writer,  **  is  the  paradise 
cf  nuuqnetoeSf*'  which  tiny  and  troublesome  insect  are  here  notorious 
m  their  numbers,  size,  and  '*  penetrating  proboscis."  The  following 
is  said  to  be  the  tradition  of  the  Quondagas  respecting  the  origin  of 
this  "  musical  insect :" 

"Hiere  were,  in  times  of  old — many  himdred  moons  ago — two  huge  feathered  monsten 
ftnmued  bj  the  Maniton  to  descend  from  the  sky  and  light  upon  the  banks  of  the  Seneca 
mer,  near  the  present  route  of  the  canal,  at  Montezuma.  Their  form  was  exactly  that  of 
a  moMinetoe,  and  they  were  so  laige  that  they  darkened  the  sun  like  a  cloud,  as  they  flew 
Wtweem  the  earth  and  it.  Standing  the  one  upon  one  side  of  the  river,  and  the  other  op. 
poate  on  the  other  bank,  diey  giiarded  the  river,  and  stretching  their  long  necks  into  t^ 
esMMB  of  the  Indians  as  they  attempted  to  paddle  along  the  stream,  gobbled  them  up  as 
the  scork  king  in  the  fable  did  the  frogs.  The  destruction  of  life  was  great,  for  the  em. 
bngo  was  ao  strietly  enforced  that  not  an  Indian  could  pass  without  being  devoured  in  the 
Mnpc.  It  was  long  befors  the  monsters  could  be  exterminated,  and  then  only  by  the 
fffB^fjffjMl  eflbitB  of  all  the  warnon  of  the  Cajruga  and  Onondaga  nations  of  Indians. 
The  battle  waa  teirible,  but  the  warriors  finally  triumphed,  and  the  mammoth  musquetoes 
wtn  slain.  But,  aad  to  relate,  as  their  carcases  decomposed  in  the  sun,  every  particle  be. 
CBMS  Tivifiedv  and  flew  off  daily  in  myriads  of  clouds  of  musquetoes !  And  they  have  filled 
lis  ciHUiUy  ever  since.** 

HoBATiA,  taken  from  Sempronius  in  1833 ;  from  Albany  157,  from 
Auburn  centrally  distant,  S.  E.,  20  miles.  Settlements  were  com- 
menced here  in  1794.  A  branch  of  the  Owasco  inlet  here  falls  per- 
pendicularly 70  feet    Pop.  2,010.     Moravia  is  a  small  village. 

NiLES,  taken  from  Sempronius  in  1833;  from  Albany  160,  from 
Auburn  centrallv  distant,  S.  E.,  15  miles.  Kellogsville  and  West 
Niles  are  post-oAces.    Pop.  2,234. 

OwAsco,  taken  from  Aurelius  in  1802;  from  Albany  164  miles. 
Owasco,  a  small  village,  is  8  miles  S.  E.  from  Auburn.     Pop.  1,331. 

SciPio,  organized  as  part  of  Ontario  county  in  1789 ;  bounds  since 
altered;  from  Albany  180,  centrally  distant  S.  from  Auburn,  10 
miles.  Scipk),  N.  Scipio,  Sherwood's  Comers,  and  Scipioville  are 
post-offices.     Pop.  2,255. 

Sempeoniub,  organized  in  1799;  from  Albany  153,  from  Auburn 
centrally  distant,  S.  £.,  16  miles.  Skaneateles  lake  touches  it  on  the 
N.    Pop.  1,304. 

Sewket,  taken  from  Brutus  in  1807;  from  Albany  160  miles. 
Sennet,  5  miles  N.  of  Auburn,  has  about  30  dwellings.     Pop.  2,060. 

SpEiiropoET,  taken  from  Scipio  and  Aurelius  in  1823  ;  from  Albany 
166  miles.  Pop.  1,891.  Union  Springs,  so  called  from  two  springs 
whose  united  waters  form  a  useful  mill-stream,  laid  out  in  1813,  on 
the  Cayuga  lake,  10  miles  S.  W.  from  Auburn,  has  about  50  dwellings. 

Steeling,  the  northernmost  town,  formed  fromCato  in  1812 ;  from 
Albany  172,  from  Auburn,  N.,  centrally  distant  28  miles.  Sterling, 
Ifartville,  and  Little  Sodus  are  post-offices.    Pop.  2,536. 

SuMKBB  Ho^  originally  named  Plato,  and  tAen  from  Locke  in 
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1821 ;  from  Albany  147,  from  Auburn,  S*  EL,  cotrally  difltnit  t5 
m.les.  Summer  Hill,  in  the  south  part,  has  about  90  dweUiDga. 
Pop.  1,446. 

Venice,  taken  from  Scipio  in  1823 ;  W.  from  Albany  103  milet. 
Smith's  Comers,  14  miles  S.  W.  of  Auburn,  Talcott's  15^  Tupper's  17, 
and  Stuart's  Comers,  are  small  yillages.    Pod.  2,10& 

VicTOET,  taken  frt>m  Cato  in  1821 ;  frt>m  Albany  167,  from  Auburn 
N.,  20  miles.  Lathrop's  Comers  has  about  25  or  80  dwellingi^ 
Pop.  2^71. 


CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY. 

Cattaeaugub  countt,  taken  fix>m  Genesee  in  1808;  centrally  dif* 
tant  from  New  York  via  Catskill,  384;  from  Albany,  292;  fix>m 
Buffalo,  S.  £.,  50  miles.  Length,  E.  and  W.,  39,  and  greatest  breadth 
N.  and  S.  36  miles.  It  deriyes  its  name  fixHn  the  Indian  word  Gdk- 
ta-ra-ke^rcLSy  si^ifying  stinking  shore  or  beach,  originally  apjrfied  to 
Lake  Erie,  and  thence  extended  over  the  adjacent  country.  This 
county  is  highly  elevated,  being  from  500  to  1200  feet  above  Lake 
Erie.  Its  surface  is  broken  by  some  hills  of  no  mean  pretensions  to 
the  character  of  mountains,  but  in  general  it  is  but  moderately  uneveiiv 
and  in  some  parts  quite  level.  In  the  S.,  along  the  Allegany  rivert 
there  are  broad  belts  of  white  pine,  behind  which  there  are  marsbes; 
excepting  these,  the  lands  are  generally  firm,  and  timbered  with  a 
variety  of  trees  of  lofty  growth.  No  region  of  this  state,  and  proba- 
bly none  of  any  other  in  the  Union,  was  originally  covered  with  an 
equal  amount  of  valuable  timber.  Some  of  the  trees  have  measured 
230  feet  in  height,  and  five  of  them  have  been  known  to  furnish  an 
hundred  **  lumber-manV  logs.  Shingles  and  boards  for  the  supply 
of  the  whole  westem  world,  have  been  manufactured  in  the  shingb 
shanties  and  saw-mills  upon  the  Allegany  and  its  tributaries.  At 
lands  in  the  N.  part  are  warmer  and  better  adapted  to  grain  and 
grass  crops  than  in  the  south,  except  at  the  S.  W .  comer.  This 
county  formed  part  of  the  Holland  Land  Company's  purchase,  who 
originally  owned  it  all  excepting  the  Indian  reservations.  About  one 
eighth  of  the  county  is  under  improvement  The  county  is  divided 
into  26  <ovms.    Pop.  28,803. 

AsHFMiD,  taken  from  Ellicottville  in  1824 ;  fr^m  Albany  282,  from 
Buffalo  40,  from  Ellicottville,  N.,  10  miles.  Pop.  1,462.  Not  more 
than  a  tenth  part  of  the  town  is  yet  under  improvement  The  vaBey 
of  the  Cattarauffus  creek,  on  the  northern  line  of  the  town,  is  firom  1 
to  2  miles  broad,  and  fertile.    Ashford  is  a  small  village. 

BintTON  was  taken  from  Great  Valley  in  1831 ;  centrally  diatnt 
from  Ellicottville,  S.  £.,  16  miles.  Pop.  511.  «« Allegany  city,"  is  t 
plot  laid  out  some  years  wace  upon  the  Allegany  river,  near  tfaa  east- 


Qtii  bomnfy*    Rot 
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UoLD  Spftofo  was  takon  finom  lYapoli,  of  which  it  fanned  the 
era  part  Fbp.  971.  Thti  lowiMhip  it  inteiiecled  bjr  Ae  ftlh^Mj 
river.  At  the  mouth  of  Cold  Spring  creek*  which  enien  this  am^ 
ban  «« Indian  yiUage  called  IWmhm*;  the reaenratioap wa mIb 
in  width  akng  the  river,  extends  aoone  nidlea  above  and  aeveial  ba- 
low  this  point  into  Pemuyhrama;  this  remnaot  kteij  had  at  its  hoMi 
the  celebrated  chief  Canipfaalert  who  died  early  in  the  vear  19M^ 
aged  about  100  years.  Some  id  the  tribe  are  wealthy;  have  bu^ 
stocks  of  cattle,  and  some  saw-mills.  Much  is  due  for  the  improve* 
ment  of  their  condition  to  the  judicious  effixrts  is[  the  society  of 
'Friends,'  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  long  maintained  instrueteis 
among  them,  teaching  the  primitive  arts  of  dvilisatioii,  and  wiio 
have  a  settlement  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town.*  Some  of  the 
last  of  the  Indian  prophets  incorporated  a  part  of  the  teneU  of  Chri^ 
tianity  into  their  pagan  systenu  A  few  yeuv  since,  a  portion  of  the 
Indians  in  this  town  were  in  the  practice  of  ooUectiBg  around  a  log 
about  80  feet  lon^,  worked  into  a  resemblance  of  the  human  form,  to 
which  they  performed  a  kind  of  worship.  The  son  of  Coraplanter 
subsequently  persuaded  them  to  throw  it  into  the  river. 

Cornplanter,  the  chief  above-mentioned,  it  appeari,  was  the  son  of 
a  white  man,  who  IivcmI  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Plank ;  his  mother  was 
a  young  woman  of  the  Seneca  trilie.  The  Seneca  Indians,  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  were  led  on  against  the  Americans  In  the  Mo- 
hawk valley,  by  Cornplanter,  who,  in  one  of  his  incursions,  took  his 
fether  prisiiner.  He  however  treated  him  well,  and  released  him 
from  confinement  In  a  letter  written  by  Cornplanter  to  the  govern- 
or of  Pennsylvania  in  1822,  complaining  of  ttie  attempt  to  mipi)ae 
taxes  upon  him  and  the  Senecas  residing  on  the  All^any,  he  began 
as  follows: 

**  When  I WM  a  child,  I  phijFBd  with  the  bottedir,  th«  mmkopftr,  mi  iht  friMi.  Am  I 
grew  up,  I  began  to  paysome  attantiofi,  and  play  with  tiie  Indian  bufi  in  the  natfboriiood. 
•ad  they  took  notice  ol  my  akin  being  a  diftrent  color  from  dieita,  and  ^Mlii  aboat  ik  I 
inquired  of  my  mother  the  canae,  and  slie  tdd  me  that  my  &dier  waa  a  rwidanf  of  Albany. 
I  ate  still  my  victnala  out  of  a  bark  didi :  I  grew  up  to  be  a  yoong  man,  and  wiied  me  a 
wife,  but  I  had  no  kettle  or  gun.  I  then  knew  where  my  &iher  lired,  and  went  to  aaa 
him,  and  found  he  waa  a  white  man  and  qioke  the  English  bnigaifa.  He  gave  me  vietnala 
while  I  waa  at  hia  houae,  but  wbea  I  starttKl  to  return  home  he  gaire  me  no  proriiioii  lo  eat 
on  the  way.  He  gaTe  me  nei  her  kettle  nor  gun,  neiUier  din  he  teD  me  that  the  United 
Bmtes  were  about  to  rebel  againet  die  goyemment  of  Bnghnd,"  Sec  Sec 

**  Cornplanter  KTed  to  a  great  age,  having  deceased  wiihia  the  iMt  eight  or  ten  year^ 
He  was  an  able  man,  diatifiguished  in  subaequent  n^gotiaiioi»    He  waa  eloquent,  and  a 

Sat  adTocate  for  temperance.  He  made  a  very  elRicti?e  and  characteristic  speech  upon 
t  subject  in  1888.  '  The  Great  Spirit  fiiat  made  the  world,  and  neat  die  flying  animals, 
and  found  aU  things  good  and  prosperous.  He  is  immortal  and  eireriasdiv.  Al»r  finish, 
big  the  flying  animals,  he  came  down  upon  the  navih  and  tbere  atood.  Then  he  made  diC 
Imnt  kinda  of  trees,  and  wooda  of  all  aorta,  and  people  of  erecy  kind.  He  made  the 
■pring  and  other  seasons,  and  the  weather  snitaUe  tor  ptinfinf.  Tbeae  he  did  ssake.  Bm 
iltttv,  to  make  whiskey  t» gifa  10  bdiaaa,  he  did  not  mska.'  •  •  •  •  'The  Getis 
Spirit  told  us  diat  dun  wws  dkiM  4nM  finr  pacnia  l»  atiaad  to.    Pint,  wa  oqd^  ta  lake 


•ice  of  our  wives  and  chikbeo.  Saoondly,  die  ijnta  people  ««ht  to  attend  to  diair  ftma 
■adeatsle.  Thirily,lheqrBata»irit  hi  gtvea  the  beam  and  dseip  to  the  Indians*  •  •  • 
•Tho Great  SpoithMoitedlaa  10 adtlMdiWi    Ho  wMmo  M  »  iirfsna  thv 
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that  they  riioiild  quit  drinking  iDtoneani^  diink.*  In  the  eomie  of  the  mwfb  ipeech,  Ito 
gave  evidence  that  he  was  not  overmuch  pleased  with  the  admixture  of  hie  oiwn  blood* 
*  *  *  *  The  different  kinds  the  Great  Spirit  made  separate,  and  not  to  ndz  with  tod 
disturb  each  other.  But  the  white  people  have  broken  thia  command,  b]r  mixing  their 
color  with  the  Indians.  The  Indians  have  done  better  bf  not  doiqf  eo.'  *  Stmm't  Ufk 
of  BrwaL 


Ganothjowaneh^  a  distinguished  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  was,  it 
is  said,  a  superior  orator  to  Red  Jacket.  He  was  called  by  the 
whites,  Big  kettle^  that  being  the  signification  of  his  Indian  name.  It 
is  stated  that  lie  never  tasted  ardent  spirits,  and  opposed  the  practice 
among  the  Indians,  and  suffered  some  persecuticms  on  this  account 
During  the  early  period  of  his  life,  he  was  opposed  to  the  introduetioa 
of  Christianity,  but  latterly  was  rather  in  favor  of  it  Mr.  Wright 
the  missionary,  now  living  among  the  8enecas,  near  Buffalo,  attenqil* 
ed  to  persuade  him  to  embrace  the  Christian  religion.  Wbeii  toU 
that  he  was  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  God,  Big  Kettle  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  surprised ;  throwing  himself  in  an  oratorical  attitude,  he 
recounted  a  long  list  of  his  good  deeds,  and  endeavored  to  make  it 
appear  that  he  was  not  a  sinner.  He  once  came  to  Mr.  Wright  and 
asked  him  the  question, "  Does  God  overrule  all  things  ?**  "  Certainly,* 
replied  Mr.  Wright.  **  I  tell  my  people  so,  in  council,"  replied  Big 
Kettle ;  "  but  when  I  am  alone,  and  think  how  much  iniquity  is  prac- 
tised by  the  white  people  in  getting  away  our  lands,  &c,  and  how  L^ey 
go  on  without  being  punished,  I  have  my  doubts."    He  said  that  the 

[)reaching  of  the  missionaries  was  good,  and  that  the  Indians  would 
isten  to,  and  follow  it,  but  he  said  it  would  be  useless :  the  bad  habits 
of  his  people  were  so  strong,  the  attempt  to  break  them  up  would  be 
as  idle  as  to  *'  stop  the  wind  from  blowing  down  Lake  Erie." 

CoxxEWANGo,  formed  from  Little  Valley  in  1823 ;  from  Albany, 
312,  from  Ellicottville,  S.  W.,20  miles.  The  soil  is  excellent  Pop. 
1,316.     Rutledge  is  a  small  post  village. 

Davtox,  taken  from  Perrysburg  in  1835  ;  from  Albany  302,  firom 
Ellicottville,  N.  W.,  25  miles.  Pop.  922.  The  surface  of  the  town  it 
undulating,  and  generally  heavily  timbered. 

Elucottville,  taken  from  Ischua  in  1820 ;  was  named  after  Joseph 
Ellicott,  late  principal  agent  of  tlie  Holland  Land  Company.  Pop. 
1,088. 

Ellicottville,  the  county  seat,  is  from  Albany  292,  from  New  Yoikt 
by  the  way  of  Cattskill,  384,  from  Mayville,  E.,  50,  from  Angelica, 
W.,  35,  and  from  Buffalo,  S.  W.,  50  miles.  Grove  Hurlburt  and 
Orrin  Pitcher  were  the  first  settlers,  and  came  here  in  1815.  The 
following  view  of  the  county  buildings  was  taken  near  Gregory's 
tavern.  The  Episcopal  church  is  seen  on  the  left.  The  courmouse 
is  the  larger  building,  fronting  the  spectator.  The  jail,  a  stone  struct- 
ure, is  seen  on  the  right.  There  are  here,  besides  the  above,  8 
land  and  2  weekly  newspaper  oflUces,  a  fine  hotel,  a  Presbyterian 
church,  and  about  90  dwellings.  The  scenery  of  the  valley  and  sui^ 
rounding  hills  is  beautiful,  and  has  been  compared  to  the  Italian. 

Farmersville,  taken  from  Olean  in  1812 ;  area  since  much  re- 
duced; from  Albany  280,  and  from  Ellicottville,  N.  £^  19  mike. 
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Fbaxkunvills,  taken  from  CMean,  by  the  name  of  Iichua,  in  1813. 
Pop.  M7e.  FranklinvUle  Village  is  the  N.  E.  anffle  of  the  town, 
13  miles  N.  EL  from  Ellicottrille,  has  about  00  dweUinga.  Cadiz,  a 
mile  below  on  the  Ischua  creek,  has  about  40  dwellinos. 

FiEKDOM,  formed  from  Ischua,  or  FranklinTille,  m  1820.     Pop. 

1,831.     Freedom  Village,  26  U.  E.  from  ElUcottville,  Chelsea  31. 

and  Sandusky  24  miles,  are  small  settlements.     There  is  here  an  oil 

firing,  similar  in  many  respects  to  the  &mous  Seneca  oil  spring  at 

uba,  Allegany  county. 

GiBAT  Vauukt,  taken  frvm  Olean  in  1818 ;  Irom  Albany  399,  cen- 
trally distant  S.  from  Ellicottville  1 1  miles.  Chamberlain  is  a  viDagB. 
Kilbuck  and  Great  Volley  are  past-offices.  The  Indian  reservation, 
«boui  a  mile  wide,  extends  along  the  river  to  the  east  line  of  the 
town.     Pop.  843. 

HiNBDALE, taken  frmnOIeanin  1830.  Pop.  1,987.  Hinsdale, 36 S. 
E.,  and  West  Hinsdale,  16  miles  from  EllicottTille,  are  post  villages. 

HuHTHiET,  taken  from  Burton ;  from  Ellicottville,  S.  E.,  centrally 
distant  10  miles.     Chapelsburg  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  4fi9. 

Leon,  taken  from  Connewango  in  1832 ;  from  Albany  307,  from 
Ellicottville,  W.,  18  miles.  1«od  Centre  is  a  small  village.  Lieon 
and  Leon  Mills  are  post-offices.     Popu  1,335. 

LrrTLE  Valley,  taken  from  Peny  in  1818 ;  Little  Vallev  village 
u  a  small  settiement,  7  mUes  S.  W.  from  Ellicottville.  Bucktooth  ia 
a  post-office.  Not  one  fortieth  part  of  the  tovrn  is  settled.  The  In- 
dian reservation  extends  along  the  Aliwmy  river  through  this  town. 
IW671. 

Ltkdon,  taken  from  FmUinville  in  1BS9 ;  from  Albany  377,  and 
ftoax  EUicottviUe,  E.,  90  miles.    Ht^Una  ii  a  poat-offloe.    Pop.  838. 


Machiab,  taken  from  Y«vkthire  in  1921 ;  horn  ABmaf 

Ellicottville,  N.  K,  10  miles.    Machias,  a  pod-office^  and 
Corners,  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  1,085. 

Mansfield,  taken  from  Little  Valley  in  1880»  oiuniiaOy  naniad 
Ceciliiis;  from  Albany  296,  and  from  EUioottville,  W^  5  miki. 
Pop.  960. 

Pf  APOLi,  originally  named  Cold  Spring,  and  taken  from  Little  Valley. 
Seeieysburg,  13  miles  S.  W.  from  Ellicottville,  is  a  post-office.  Na- 
poli  is  a  small  village.     Pop.  1,143. 

New  Albion,  taken  from  Little  Valley  in  1880 ;  from  Albany  808, 
from  Ellicottville,  W.,  10  miles.  New  AllsoQ  is  m  post-office.  Pop. 
1,088. 

Olban,  organized  in  1808 ;  bomids  since  much  reduced*  Pop.  888. 
Oiean  Villa^^  at  the  junction  of  the  Qlean  creek  with  the  Alkfl^any 
river,  is  the  oldest  place  in  the  county.  It  was  foun&d  by  M|^ 
Hoops,  and  named  by  him,  in  honor  of  Gen.  HamilioOt  ^  Hanubiaa  <m 
the  Allegany."  Major  Hoops  was  originally  from  Philadelplisi»  and 
served  as  an  aid  under  Washington  ouring  the  revolutionary  war. 
This  is  a  flourishing  village,  and  is  destined  to  become  a  place  of  im- 
portance. The  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  is  to  pass  throuu^  it; 
and  the  Genesee  Valley  canal,  now  constructing  Irom  Rochester 
south,  is  to  terminate  here.  The  width  of  the  ASegany  river  is  20 
rods,  with  a  channel  free  from  obstructions.  The  amount  of  lumber 
annually  sent  to  market  by  it,  is  about  SOO  millions  of  feet,  board 
measure,  of  superior  quality. 

Otto,  taken  from  PerrysDurg  m  1828 ;  from  Albany,  W.,  800  milefi 
Waverly,  1 1  miles  N.  W.  from  Ellicottville,  is  a  small  village.  Otto 
and  East  Otto  are  names  of  postpoffices.    Pop.  2,121s. 

PaaaTssuRo,  originally  named  Perry,  was  taken  from  deaaaal 
Ischua  in  1814.  It  is  in  the  northwestern  angle  of  the  county ;  ftoa 
Albany  804,  and  from  Ellicottville  80  miles.  P^rrysburff  and  Vcr> 
sailles  are  small  villages,  and  North  Perrysburg  a  post-offioe.  Foa 
1,672. 

Pbbsia,  taken  from  Perrysburg  in  1835;  from  Albany,  W.» 
miles.     Pop.  870.     Lodi,  25  miles  N.  W.  from  Ellicottville,  t 
both  sides  of  the  Cattaraugus  creek,  is  pardy  in  Erie  county.    It 
first  settled  on  the  Erie  county  side  of  the  creek,  in  1811,  by  Ml 
Turner  Aldrich,  one  of  the  society  of  Friends ;  and  oa  the  Cattanu- 

fus  side,  about  the  year  1813,  by  Benjamin  Waterman,  ThoBOii 
'amsworth,  Daniel  and  Ahaz  Allen,  and  others.  Both  of  the 
churches,  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist,  were  built  in  188S8.  At  tt 
first  settiemeut,  there  was  not  a  white  inhabitant  south  othmn  ia  tki 
western  half  of  the  county,  and  no  road  to  Pennsylvania  in  theooiai^, 
excepting  an  Indian  trail  The  village  contains  about  100  hooMi^ 
an  academy,  and  a  weekly  newspaper  office.  The  creek  m  Ifcii 
town  affi)rds  a  valuable  water-power. 

PosTviLLE,  the  &  E.  town  of  the  county,  recentiy  taken  fins 
Olean ;  from  Albany  296  miles.  Pop.  402.  Rioevilie  la  a  amalLaafc- 
tlemeot ;  Mill  Grove  a  post-offiee. 


^-HAiniiOLPB,  fifkrt  ftoni  GoDiieWBiigo  in  1896;  from  ElKeottrille, 
8.  W.9  cefltrally  distant  about  85  miles.  East  and  West  Rand<riph 
are  small  settlements.    Pop.  1,288. 

YotKSHusy  taken  from  Ischua  in  1830 ;  from  Albany,  W.,  981, 
from  EllicottYille,  N.  E.»  15  miles.  Yorkshirev  Yorkshire  Foriu,  and 
Delavan  are  small  post  Tillages.    Pop.  1,399. 


CHATAUQUE  COUNTY. 

CfltATAuauB  oouMTT,  the  southwestern  county  of  the  state,  was 
formed  from  Genesee  in  1808.  The  name  is  a  corrupticm  of  the  In- 
dian word  Ots-hapta-ka,  which  signifies  a  foggy  place,  and  was  ap- 
plied to  the  country  around  the  head  of  the  Chatanque  lake,  bven  now 
ramous  for  its  foirs.  Its  greatest  length  N.  and  S.  is  40,  and  greatest 
breadth  E.  and^.  86  miles;  centrally  distant  from  Albany,  W., 
880,  mid  from  New  York,  by  way  of  Cattskill,  N.  W.,  438  miles. 
The  soil  generally  is  strong  day  loam,  very  productive  of  large  crops 
of  wheat,  rariey,  and  com ;  the  last  is  howerer  destroyed  sometimes 
by  the  early  frosts  to  which  tlw  country  is  subject  The  plain  upon 
the  lake  is  highly  fertile,  and  produces  the  finest  firuits  adapted  to  the 
climate. 

This  county,  though  bordering  on  Lake  Erie,  is  situated  on  the 
elevated  ffround  known  as  the  ''Uhatauque  Ridm,**  which  divides  the 
waters  of  the  northern  lakes  from  those  of  the  Allegany  river.  This 
ridffe  is  generally  from  5  to  10  miles  firom  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
and  elevated  from  790  to  1400  feet  above  it.  The  general  surface 
of  the  county,  though  hilly,  is  not  mountainous,  and  Uie  highest  hills 
are  arable  to  dieir  summits  and  frequently  adorned  with  valuable  (aims. 
The  soil  alon^  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  from  1  to  4  miles  wide  is  a  border 
of  rich  alluvion,  and  along  the  margin  of  the  rivers.  The  upland  is 
generally  a  mo'st  loam.  Grain  is  raised  in  considerable  quantities, 
and  the  county  is  generally  well  adapted  to  g^'azing.  Fruit,  such  as 
apples,  pears,  and  plums,  succeeds  well. 

Chatauque  Lake  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water  16  mOes  long,  and  from  1 
to  4  wide.    Its  elevation  is  1,805  feet  above  the  ocean,  and  it  is  navi- 

ted  by  steamboats.    This  county  formed  part  of  the  Holland  Land 

^mpany's  purchase ;  and  vrild  lands  were  offered  by  them  at  81  50 
to  84,  per  acre ;  but  a  company  from  Batavia  bought  their  interest  in 
the  wild  land  of  the  coimty.  More  dian  three  quarters  of  the  county 
are  yet  unimproved.  Tne  county  is  divided  mto  80  towns.  Pop. 
'47,641. 

AaKwaioar,  taken  from  Bomfinet  and  ViUenova  in  1889 ;  distant 
from  Albany  810,  centrally  situated  fix>m  Mayville,  N.  E.,  16  miles. 
fov.  1,418. 

Bvnth  Ibrmed  from  Elfieott  and  Hattnony  In  18S8;  from  Albany 
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334,  from  Mayville,  S.  E.,  17  mileg.  Its  suiface  is  hill^,  and  the  soil 
good.     Pop.  1,749. 

Cabboli.,  taken  from  Ellicott  io  1825;  from  Albany  836,  fnm 
Mayville,  S.  E.,  29  miles.  Carroll  and  Frewsburgh  are  small  set- 
tlements. Scarcely  one  third  of  the  town  is  yet  improved.    Pop.  1,631 

Charlotte,  taken  from  Gerry  in  1829;  from  Albany  325,  and 
from  Mayville,  N.  E.,  13  miles.  Charlotte  Centre  is  a  post-office, 
and  Sinclairville  a  small  post  village.     Pop.  1,428. 

Chat  AuauE,  organized  as  part  of  Genesee  county  in  1804;  nnce 
much  reduced  in  area.  It  is  upon  the  "  dividing  ridge,"  but  chiefly  on 
its  eastern  declivity,  and  produces  excellent  crops  of  com,  wheat, 
and  grass.     Pop.  2^80. 


Weatem  entrance  into  MayviUe. 

MayviDe  the  county  seat,  incorporated  in  1830;  distant,  S98 
miles  W.  of  Albany ;  from  Newr  York,  via  Cattskill,  484  j  from  But 
fiilo,  S.  W.,  66 ;  from  Erie,  Penn.,  35 ;  from  Warren,  Penn.,  40  j  fiocn 
Portland  Harbor,  E.,  7  miles.  This  is  one  of  the  moat  b«iulifiil 
sites  for  a  village  in  the  state,  and  is  situated  upon  the  high  erouDdi 
at  the  head  of  the  lake.  The  above  view  was  taken  near  me  mi- 
dence  of  Mr.  M.  P.  Bemas,  on  the  road  to  Westlield,  at  a  point  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  principal  street  and  the  lake  in  the  distance. 
The  top  of  the  courthouse,  a  substantia]  edifice,  coating  90^000,  ii 
seen  on  the  left.  Further  down  is  the  spire  of  the  Episcopal  chnrcfa. 
nearly  opposite  to  it  the  Baptist,  and  on  the  right  of  the  eigravinf 
the  Academy.  The  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churcbea  are  not 
seen  from  this  point.  The  Episcopal,  the  first  church  built  here,  wai 
erected  about  1824.  Mayville  tias  about  80  dwelljigs.  In  the 
northern  part  are  two  springs  on  the  "dividing  ridge  within  ten 
minutes  walk  of  each  other.  One  of  which  flows  into  those  strewni 
which  empty  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  other  into  those  which 
flow  into  the  AtlanUc  by  the  St.  Lawrence.  Hartfield,  2  miles  £.  of 
Mayville,  is  a  small  village.  There  is  a  post-office  at  De  WittriUa, 
and  one  called  Magnolia. 

CasBAT  CuBK,  taken  from  Ellingttm  in  1839;  from  Albany  00, 
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aod  from  Mayville,  E.,  18  miles.  There  is  a  postoffice  st  Cherry 
Creek  viiljjge.     Pop.  1,141. 

Ci.vMEK,  tbrmed  from  Chatauque  in  IS21 ;  from  Albany  353,  and 
from  Mayviile,  S.  W.,  15  miles.  Clymer  is  a  smaJl  village,  and 
Ciyiner  Centre  a  post-office.     Pop.  800. 

Elleby,  on  Chatauque  lake,  taken  from  Chatauque  in  1821 ;  from 
Albany  342.  and  from  Mayville,  S.  E.,  13  miles.  Pop.  2,252.  El- 
lery  Centre  is  a  small  post  village. 

Ellicott,  taken  from  Pomfret  in  1812 ;  limits  since  reduced ;  from 
Albany  330,  and  from  Mayville,  S.  E.,  22  miles.     Fop.  2,508. 


Southern  view  of  Jamestown. 

Jamestown,  the  principal  village  in  the  county,  is  on  the  Chatauque 
outlet,  4  miles  below  the  lake,  and  contains  about  200  dwellings. 
The  above  view  was  taken  near  the  sawmill  on  the  Chatauque  out- 
let, seen  in  front,  and  shows  the  principal  portion  of  the  place.  The 
spire  in  the  centre  of  the  view,  is  that  of  the  Congregational  church. 
The  steeple  on  the  left  is  the  Presbyteriiin,  and  that  on  the  right  the 
Academy.  There  are  also  a  Methodist  and  a  Baptist  churdi,  and 
2  weekly  newspaper  offices  in  the  place.  A  steamboat  plies  on 
the  lake  between  here  ajid  Mayville.  Jatnes  Pendergrast,  Esq., 
from  Pittslown,  Rensselaer  CO.,  established  himself  here  in  1811  or 
'12,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  village.  The  first  tavern  was  built 
shortly  after  by  Jacob  Fonton.  But  few  dwellings  were  erected  till 
1816.  when  the  place  rapidly  increased  by  emigrants  principally  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state.     Fluvanna  and  Dextervillc  are  villages, 

Ellington,  taken  from  Gerry  in  1824;  from  Albany  320,  from 
Mayville,  E.,  20  miles.  Pop.  1,709.  Ellington  and  Clear  Creek  are 
small  villages. 

Fben<.h  Creek,  token  from  Clymer  in  1829;  from  Albany  355, 
from  Mayville,  S,  W.,  17  miles.  Pop.  621,  The  greater  paitof  the 
town  is  yet  in  its  wilderness  state. 

Gebry,  divided  h-om  Pomfret  in  1812  ;  from  Albany  326,  from 
Mayville,  S.  E.,  13  miles.  Vermont  is  a  nnall  village.  '  Fop.  i;246. 
About  three  fourths  of  the  town  is  yet  unimproved. 

Harovbr,  taken  from  Pomfret  in  1812.    Fop.  3,B98. 
12 
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Silver  creek,  S3  miles  from  BufTalo,  lies  od  a  harbor  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  has  about  100  dwellings.  Forestvllle,  on  Walnut  cre^k,  6  milet 
from  the  Lake,  has  about  100  dwellings,  and  a  weekly  newspaper 
office.  Nashville,  Smith's  Mills,  Irving,  and  he  Grange,  are  amill 
settlements. 

"  Walnut  creek  in  tlua  town  hu  la  nune  from  ■  black  wilnnl  bM,  wWA  fttmotljr  HmI 
■  mile  above  iis  nunilh,  and  wu  36  feat  in  drcumliireaea  at  ita  baaa,  graduaUf  uiii  |MC^ 
Tully  taperinc  BO  feel  in  ihe  finl  limb.  In  enore  heigbt  WM  150  feet,  and  waa  Hdmatad  » 
contain  150curdaorwood,or50,DOOIseiormchbi«nb.  Tha  bark  waa  a  loot  diick.  Tfa* 
tree  was  eatitely  aound  when  blovm  dawn  in  ISO,  and  waa  auppned  to  baje  baen  SW 
yeara  old.  Tha  butt,  9  feet  in  lei^th,  waa  tnimponed  to  Bu^o,  ha*in{  bBto  eSCHBto^ 
and  wu  ihorc  occupied  aa  a  grocery.  Ii  wu  aubsequendy  cuiied  by  the  canal  to  tha  At- 
lantic cijea,  and,  aplendidlf  adorned,  waa  azhiblted  for  money  lo  ibouMnda  of  ■dnuran.'*— 
Oirdtn-i  Gai. 

Hakhokt,  taken  from  Chatauque  in  1S16  ;  from  Albany  338,  from 
Mayville,  S.,  13  miles.  Ashville  and  Paoama  are  small  villages. 
Pop.  3,333.     About  one  fourth  of  the  town  is  under  improvenaent 

M iHA,  taken  from  Clymer  in  1824 ;  from  Albany  S53,  Irom  Mayville, 
S.W.,  13  miles.  Pop.  870.  There  is  a  small  settlement  at  Mina,  «ad 
one  at  Pinley's  mills.    Most  of  the  town  is  yet  in  ita  wildemeas  state. 

Poland,  taken  from  Ellicott  in  1832  ;  from  Albany  316,  itoai  May- 
ville, S.  E.,  20  miles.  Kennedy's  Mills  and  Waterlwrough  are  small 
hamlets.     Pop.  1,063. 

^oMFBBT,  taken  from  Chatauque  in  1606,  is  on  the  "divided  ridge." 
Pop.  4,556.  Fredonia  village  was  incorporated  in  1829 ;  is  on  the  Ca»- 
adawa  creek,  315  miles  from  Albany,  22  N.  E.  friam  Mayville,  45  S. 
W.  from  Bufialo,  and  3  from  Lake  Erie  at  Dunkirk.  It  is  the  oldest 
village  in  the  county,  and  was  formerly  called  Canadawa,  from  the 
creek.     It  contains  about  120  dwellings.     The  annexed  view  was 


Sovthem  view  of  Fredonia. 

taken  near  the  residence  of  Samuel  Johnson,  Esq.  The  large  build- 
ing with  a  square  tower  isKhe  Johnson  House ;  the  steeple  next  to  it 
is  that  of  the  Bnptist  church ;  the  third  is  the  Academy,  mcorporated 
in  183(>;  the  fourth  the  Prcsbyicnuii,  and  the  dfth,  on  the  e  ' 
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right,  the  Episcopal  chnrch.  The  Methodist  and  Univenalist  church- 
es are  not  seen  in  the  drawing.  Laona,  3  miles  above  Fredonia,  has 
a  valuable  water-power  and  about  45  dwellings. 

The  following  account  of  the  Gas  vpriogs  in  this  vicinitv,  is  firom 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Lewis  C.  Beck,  published  in  the  New  York  Geo- 
logical Reports  for  1882. 

**  CkaUmeMM  Om»  Sprnif8^-Sf  hr  the  maut  intaresting  ttihibitioDi  of  the  eTolution  of 
caiburat*^  or<^lf<V*n,  which  oeeor  in  thie  tceie,  are  to  be  obeenred  in  the  eoonty  of  Chit. 
taoque.  The  viUaJje  of  Fradoiiie,  indeed,  bee  actncted  ranch  attention  in  conaeqoence  of  iha 
gas  springs  found  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  althoogfa  they  are  by  no  meane  oonfioed  to  tlua 
particular  locafily.  The  gas  springs  seem  to  have  their  origin  in  the  strata  of  slate  which 
fbnn  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  which  are  eveiywhere  met  with  in  this  vicinity,  a  short 
distance  from  the  sntfroe  of  the  earth.  This  alate  has  a  btniah  color,  and  some  of  the 
layera  are  exceedingly  fragile,  reqidriitg  only  a  few  years  ezpopure  to  be  completely  eon- 
verted  into  a  clayey  soil.  The  lower  strata,  however,  resist  atmospheric  agencies,  and  are 
•ometimes  used  ss  a  building  materiaL  When  recently  broken,  tUs  slate  always  emits  a 
•trong  bituminous  odor,  and  it  frequently  contains  thin  seams  of  a  substance  reeembtiog 
Intominous  coal.  Most  commonly,  however,  this  bituminous  mattsr  oocurs  in  patches,  hav. 
iQg  more  the  appearance  of  detaclMd  vegetable  impressions  than  a  regular  stretum.  Through 
fisniree  in  this  rock  in  the  creek  near  the  viOage,  are  eveiywhere  to  be  seen  bubbles  of 
gas  rising  through  the  water.  The  evolution,  Iwwever,  is  most  abundant  at  the  bridge,  and 
about  tlnree  quarters  of  a  mile  below.  The  gas,  when  collected  in  a  proper  vessel  and  fired, 
bums  with  a  white  flame  tinged  with  yellow  above,  and  blue  near  die  orifice  of  the  burner. 
Its  illimunating  power  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  ordinaiy  «mI  gaa.  When  mixed  with 
atmospheric  sir  aiid  ignited,  it  explodes  violently.  It  contains  no  admixture  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

"  The  illuminating  power  oi  this  gas,  and  its  abundant  simply,  suggested  the  idea  of  its 
employment  in  lighting  the  villsge.  A  copious  dischsige  of  the  gas  was  observed  isniing 
from  a  fissure  in  the  rock,  which  forms  the  bed  of  the  creek,  which  it  was  thought  could  be 
diverted  to  a  boring  on  the  bank.  A  shaft  was  accordingly  sunk  through  the  slate  about 
SS  feet  in  depth,  which  occasionally  passed  through  layers  of  the  biuminous  substance, 
already  described,  and  the  result  was  that  the  gas  left  the  creek  and  issued  through  the 
shaft.  By  means  of  a  tube,  the  gas  was  now  conducted  to  s  gasometer,  and  from  thence  to 
different  parts  of  the  village.  The  gasometer  had  a  capacity  of  about  SSO  cubic  feet,  and 
was  usually  filled  in  about  15  hours,  afibrding  a  aufficient  supply  of  gas  for  70  or  80  lights. 
Bubbles  of  the  same  gas  are  here  and  there  seen  rising  through  the  water  in  this  creek  for 
neariy  three  quartets  of  a  mile  below  the  village.  But  the  Ikrgest  quantity  is  evolved  at 
die  latter  point.  It  was  not  possible  for  me,  with  any  appantus  which  I  could  command,  to 
detennine  the  amount  of  gas  given  out  at  this  place  in  a  given  dme ;  but  bubbles  rise  with 
great  rapidity  from  an  area  of  more  than  SO  feet  square,  and  I  should  probably  be  wamnted 
in  asserting  that  it  is  5  or  6  dmes  greater  than  that  obtained  at  the  village. 

**  At  Van  Buren  harbor,  on  Lake  Erie,  4  miles  from  Fredonia,  bubbles  of  inflammable 
gas  may  be  seen  rising  through  the  water,  when  the  lake  is  calm,  a  rod  or  two  from  the 
shore.  In  the  town  of  Sheridan,  six  and  a  half  miles  from  Fredonia,  the  same  gas  is  also 
abundantly  evolved  in  various  places ;  and  a  short  distance  below  Portland  harbor,  near 
the  ahore  of  the  lake,  there  is  suppoeed  to  be  a  sufficient  supply  to  light  a  city.  It  is  em. 
ployed  in  the  lighthouse  at  the  harbor,  75  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake.** 

Dunkirk,  formerly  owned  by  the  Dunkirk  Land  Company,  is 
pleasantly  situated  on  Lake  Erie,  and  is  destined  to  be  a  place  of 
great  importance  from  its  being  the  terminating  point  of  the  line  of 
the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad.  The  distance  from  Buffalo  is  44 
miles,  and  to  Piermont,  on  the  Hudson,  (about  22  miles  N.  of  New 
York,)  by  the  line  of  the  railroad,  446  milesi  This  whole  distance 
from  Dunkirk  to  New  York,  on  the  completion  of  the  road,  will  be 
accomplished  in  from  20  to  24  hours.  The  U.  S.  government,  view- 
ing the  growing  imj>ortance  of  the  placoPhas  expended  large  sums  in 
the  improvement  ot  its  harbor.  This  port  is  occasionally  open  many 
days,  and  even  weeks,  earlier  in  the  spring  and  later  in  the  falli  than 
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Nortktasttm  view  of  Dunkirk  Harhi 


that  of  Buffalo.  The  above  view  waa  taken  about  a  mile  from  Aft 
village,  seen  on  the  left.  The  large  cupola  is  that  of  the  hold.  ■ 
capacious  brick  structure ;  the  steeple  next  to  it  ia  that  of  the  Pret^ 
tcrian  church,  aud  the  smaller  one  the  Academy.  The  opposite  ihua 
of  the  harbor  is  seen  beautifully  curving  around  in  the  distancOi  and  u 
lined  to  nrar  the  water's  edge  with  a  fine  growth  of  forest  treei. 
Van  Burcn  is  the  name  of  a  place  laid  out  as  a  city  2  miles  above  Dm^ 
kirk,  where  there  is  a  good  harbor.  Shumla  and  West  Milford  are 
small  villages.     Cassadaga  is  a  post-office. 

PoKTLAND,  taken  from  Chatauque  in  1813 ;  distant  from  Albany 
354,  and  from  May  villc,  N.,  6  miles.  Salem  and  Ccntreville  are  small 
settlements.  Pop.  2,130.  About  half  the  town  is  under  improve- 
ment. 

Ripi.Ev,  taken  from  Portland  in  1817,  on  the  "dividing  ridge," hu 
a  hillv  surface.  Distant  from  Albany  348,  and  from  MayviTle,  W., 
12  miW  Pop.  2.107.  Quincy,  formerly  called  Ripley,  contains  tfae 
post-ofiice  and  about  00  dwellings. 

Shebidan,  taken  from  Pomfret  and  Hanover  in  1827;  340  miles 
from  Albany,  and  20  N,  E,  of  Mayville.  East  Sheridan  and  Orring- 
ton  are  post-olTiccs.     Pop.  1,883. 

Siii^RMAN,  taken  from  Mina  in  1822 ;  from  Albany  348,  Irom  May- 
ville, S.  W.,  12  miles.  Sherman  is  a  small  village.  Pop.  1,100. 
More  than  two  thirds  of  the  town  is  yet  a  forest. 

Stockton,  formed  from  Chatauque  in  1821;  distant  from  Albany 
323,  from  Mayville,  N.  E.,  8  miles.  Delanti  and  Casadaga  are  smaU 
villages.     Pop.  2,078. 

ViLi.EsovA,  taken  from  Hanover  in  1823 ;  distant  from  Albany 
318,  from  Mayville,  N.  E.,  22  miles.  Omar  is  a  small  village.  Pop. 
l,(t.5.5.     About  one  fourth  part  of  the  town  is  under  cultivation. 

Westfield,  formed  from  Portland  and  Ripley  in  1829.  Pop. 
3,199.  Near  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
below  Portland  harbor,  i^  a  carburetted  hydrogen  spring,  the  gas 
of  which  is  sufficiently  abundant  to  light  a  city,  and  is  used  for  the 
lighthouse  at  the  harbor,  serenty-five  feet  above  the  lake  level    Mcln- 
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me's  snlphor  ■pring,  cm  the  banks  of  the  Chatauque  cre^  8  mi^jT 
from  the  lake,  wei  loniieriy  much  freqtieiited. 

West6eld  village,  from  Albany  S43,  from  Mayville,  N.  W..  8, 
and  from  Baffido,^  W„  60  mile* ;  waa  incorporated  in  1883.  It  ia 
a  pleasant,  bustling  tittle  Tillage,  situated  on  the  border  of  a  baodaome 
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View  in  central  part  of  Wettfield  Villagt. 

plain,  and  containing  about  100  dwellings.  The  above  view  waa 
taken  at  Edson  &  8on's  store,  and  shows  on  the  left  the  Episcopal, 
and  on  the  right  the  Presbyterian  churches.  The  other  pubfic  build- 
ings arc  the  Methodist  church.  Academy,  end  Westfield  Hotel,  a  sub- 
stantial brick  edifice,  with  a  cupola.  About  two  and  a  half  milea 
from  the  village,  near  the  road  to  Mayville,  is  a  remarkable  gul( 
known  as  the  "  Hogs  Back,"  which  is  much  resorted  to  in  the  sum- 
mer. The  first  settler  with  a  family  in  the  county,  was  a  Mr,  John 
McMahan,  from  Northumberland  county,  Penn.  He  came  here  about 
the  year  1603,  and  bought  of  the  Holland  Land  Comrany  a  tract 
six  miles  square,  on  the  Chatauque  creek,  in  this  town.  Portland,  or 
Barcelona,  one  mile  from  Westncid,  on  the  lake,  was  early  occupied 
by  the  French,  who  had  a  military  port  at  this  place.  The  lighthouse, 
40  feet  in  height,  standing  on  a  blujf,  is  a  conspicuous  object,  and  vis- 
ible at  a  great  distance  on  the  lake.  The  village  contains  about  40 
dwellings.    Rogersville,  Volusia,  au4  Nettle  Hill  ore  post-offices. 
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CHEMUNG  COUNTY. 

Chemung*  county  was  formed  from  the  western  part  of  Tioga  ib 
1836.  Greatest  length,  N.  and  S.,  28 ;  greatest  breadth,  E.  andW^ 
20  miles.  The  surface  of  the  county  is  hilly.  The  soil  consists  gen- 
erally of  sandy  and  gravelly  loam,  interspersed  with  patches  of  mail 
and  clay.  The  uplands  are  commonly  better  adapted  to  grass  than 
grain ;  but  the  valleys  give  fine  crops  of  wheat  and  com  ;  oati, 
beans,  barley,  peas,  and  hops  thrive  almost  everywhere.  The  pine 
plains,  principally  in  the  towns  of  Elmira  and  Big  Fiats,  forroerif 
considered  almost  worthless,  are  now  deemed  highly  valuable ;  pro- 
ducing by  treatment  with  plaster,  and  due  succession  of  crops*  abuD- 
dant  returns  in  wheat  Indian  com,  and  clover.  The  Chemung  canal, 
connecting  Elmira  with  Cayuga  lake,  is  about  20  miles  in  leDffth. 
The  New  York  and  Eric  railroad  passes  through  the  towns  of  Clie- 
mung,  Southport,  Elmira,  and  Big  Flats.  Chemung  county  is  divided 
into  ten  towns.     Pop.  20,731. 

Bio  Flats,  taken  from  Elmira  in  1822 ;  from  Albany  5207,  frooD 
Elmira  centrally  distant,  NW.,  10  miles.     The  navigable  feeder  of 
the  Chemung  canal  passes  centrally  through  the  town  in  an  easterly 
direction.     There  are  extensive  flats  on  the  Chemung  river.     Pojn  j 
1,375.  '! 

Catherines  was  taken  from  Newtown  in  1798 ;  from  Albany  184 
miles.  Havanna,  founded  in  1829  by  Mr.  David  Ayres,  and  incor- 
porated in  1836,  18  miles  N.  from  Elmira,  is  a  very  thriving  village, 
containing  about  700  inhabitants.  It  is  situated  upon  a  smaS  stream 
rushing  over  a  high  hill  from  the  west,  with  three  cascades,  making 
together  a  fall  of  over  100  feet. 

This  town  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  its  having  been 
the  residence  of  Catherine  Montour,  the  wife  of  an  Indian  sachem  or 
king.  She  has  sometimes  been  called  Queen  Esther.  This  remark- 
able woman,  it  is  said,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  a  half-breed,  her 
father  being  one  of  the  French  governors,  probably  Count  Frontenac. 
During  the  wars  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  French  and  Bo- 
rons, Catherine  was  taken  prisoner,  when  she  was  about  ten  yean 
old,  and  carried  into  the  Seneca  country,  and  adopted  as  one  of  theii 
children.  At  a  suitable  age  she  was  married  to  a  distinguished  chief 
of  her  tribe,  by  whom  she  had  several  children.  Her  huslmnd  was 
killed  in  battle  about  1730.  She  is  represented  as  having  been  a 
handsome  woman  when  young,  genteel,  and  of  good  address.  She 
frequently  accompanied  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to  Philadelphia, 
and  other  places  where  treaties  were  holden.  On  account  of  her 
character  and  manners,  she  was  much  caressed  by  the  American  la- 
dies of  the  first  respectability,  and  invited  and  entertained  at  thdr 
houses.     Her  residence  was  at  the  head  of  Seneca  lake.     She  has 


*  Chemung  if  faid  to  be  big  Aom,  or  great  Aom,  in  the  ancient  Indian  dialeot.    Aad 
that  a  Yeiy  large  hom  waa  foniM  in  tbs  GMmang  or  Tioga  river,  baa  baan  wiB ^* — ^ 
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been  accused  of  perpetrating  some  savage  atrocities  at  the  massacre 
at  Wyoming,  but  the  account  does  not  appear  to  be  well  authenti- 
cated. At  the  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  Catherine's  town  ccmi- 
sisted  of  thirty  houses,  cornfields,  orchards,  &c ;  these  were  all  de- 
stroyed by  Gen.  Sullivan,  Sept  8,  1779,  in  his  expedition  into  the  In- 
dian country. 

Catlin,  taken  firom  Catherine  in  1828 ;  firom  Albany  190,  firom 
Elmira,  N  W.,  12  miles.  A  great  portion  of  the  town  is  yet  unsettied. 
Catiin,  West  Catim,  and  Martins  Hill,  are  post-offices,    rop.  1,1 19. 

Catuta,  taken  from  Spencer  in  1824;  finom  Albanv,  oW.,  188, 
from  Elmira,  NE.,  20  miles.  It  is  rather  thinly  settled.  Cayuta, 
West  Cayuta,  and  Van  Eltensville,  are  post-offices.  Pop.  885.  The 
sur&ce  of  the  township  is  hiUy  and  broken ;  the  hills  are  covered 
with  pines  and  hemlocks. 

CsHMUNo,  organized  in  1791 ;  firom  Albany,  SW.,  198,  firom  El- 
mira, E.,  12  miles.  Sur&ce  is  hilly,  and  broken  with  fertile  flats 
aJbng  the  Chemung  river.  Pop.  2,377.  The  Chemung  upper  and 
lower  Narrows  BTe  formed  by  nigh,  rocky  cliflTs,  projecting  into  the 
river,  along  which  the  road  is  conducted  with  great  labor. 

**  In  the  south  part  of  the  *owii  is  s  mound,  called  Spani$h  HiU^  elevated  110  feet  abovs 
die  plain,  and  near  the  river  hank,  described  as  a  won  of  art ;  but  this  snggfestionis  ran. 
dered  incredible  from  the  fact,  that  the  area  of  its  summit  comprises  four  acres.  Upon  this 
summit,  however,  are  vestiges  of  fortifications,  displaying  much  skill  in  the  art  of  defence ; 
having  regular  entrenchments,  which  perfectly  conmianded  the  bend  in  the  river^ — (rordmi's 
Gaxeieer, ' 

Drx,  taken  from  Catiin  in  1835,  is  the  NW.  town  of  the  county ; 
from  Elmira  20  miles.  Pop.  1,990.  Townsend,  Moreland,  and 
West  Catiin  are  post-offices.  Jefierson,  post  village,  partly  in  Steuben 
county,  at  the  head  of  Seneca  lake,  3  miles  N.  of  Havanna,  was 
founded  in  1828  by  Dr.  Watkins,  and  has  about  50  dwellings. 

Elmira  was  taken  from  Chemung  by  the  name  of  Newtown,  in 
1792.  Much  of  the  land  in  this  township  is  rich  and  productive,  par- 
ticularly the  flats  on  Chemung  river,  rop.  4,791.  Elmira  village 
is  situated  at  the  confluence  of  Newtown  creek  with  the  Chemung 
river.  It  was  formerly  the  half-shire  village  of  Tioga  county,  and  is 
now  the  seat  of  justice  for  Chemung  co.  It  was  incorporated  in 
1815  by  the  name  of  Newtown,  which  name  was  changed  to  Elmira 
in  1828 :  its  ancient  Indian  name  was  Conewawah,  a  word  signify- 
ing "  a  head  on  a  pok.^  Elmira  is  admirably  situated  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade,  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile  valley,  eight  to  ten  miles  in 
extent  from  N.  to  S.,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  E.  and  W. 
The  place  is  connected  with  Pennsvlvania  and  Marvland,  in  trade, 
by  the  Chemung  and  Susquehannah  rivers,  and  with  almost  every 
portion  of  the  state  by  means  of  the  Chemung  canal,  which  leads 
through  Seneca  lake,  and  thence  by  the  Seneca  to  the  Erie  canal. 

The  village  contains  about  230  dwellings,  4  churches — 1  Presbyte- 
rian, 1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Episcopal— 2  newspaper  establish- 
ments, 1  bank,  and  a  number  of  select  schools.  The  village  is  on 
the  line  of  the  Erie  railroad. 
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Distant  view  of  the  Village  of  Elmira. 

The  above  view  wns  taken  near  the  Sullivan  mill,*  about  a  milt 
eastward  of  the  village,  near  the  junction  of  Newtown  creek  with  tbe 
Chemung  river.  The  first  spire  on  the  right  is  that  of  the  Presbyt^ 
rian  church,  the  next  to  the  left  the  courthouse ;  the  others  are  those 
of  the  Episcopal  and  Baptist  churches.  The  bridge  seen  extending 
across  the  Chemung  is  600  feet  in  length. 

The  section  of  country  in  which  Elmira  is  situated  became  kDOim 
to  the  whites  during  the  revolutionary  war.  When  Gen.  SuUiTU 
was  penetrating  into  the  Indian  country,  in  1779,  the  Indians  under 
Brant,  and  the  tones  under  Colonels  Butler  and  Johnson,  made  a 
stand  to  oppose  his  progress  at  the  SE,  point  of  this  town.  Tbey 
entrenched  themselves  ty  a  breast-work  of  about  a  half  a  mite  in 
length,  so  covered  by  a  bond  in  the  river  as  to  expose  only  their 
front  and  one  of  their  flanks  to  attack.  On  Sullivan's  approacli,  Aug. 
SUth,  an  action  commenced  which  is  sometimes  called  the  **  Battle  of 
the  Chemimg ;"  the  force  of  the  Indians  and  tories  has  been  estimated 
from  800  to  1,500,  while  that  of  the  Americans  was  between  4,000 
and  5,000.  The  following  account  of  the  battle  is  extracted  from  tbe 
2d  vol.  of  " Sttme't  Life  o/  Brant" 


farmtA  ihfl  ligbi  infuiiry  in  a  wood,  at  the  dinunce  of  abuuL  400  yiidi  from  iIm  knMb 
work,  uid  wailed  until  ike  main  body  of  iho  army  inived  on  the  ground.  A  ikiiBaikiifl 
wu,  howcTer,  kept  up  b]r  both  ndei — the  Indiana  aallying  out  of  their  woilu  by  anuU  ;■• 
lief,  firing,  and  auddenly  retrealing — making  the  wooda  at  the  rame  time  to  Tawnunl  irA 
their  wir.whoopt,  piercing  the  air  from  point  to  point  u  though  the  tangled  fenat  WM« 
■life  with  their  grinufiaaged  wiirion.  Cunrctly  judging  that  the  hill  upon  Up  ritht  «a* 
occupied  by  the  aaiagea,  Gen,  Sullivan  ordered  Poor^  brigade  10  wheel  off,  mnd  endwnr 
lo  gain  their  left  flank,  nnd,  if  poaaible,  to  aurround  them,  while  the  artillery  and  ONin  hodj 

*  So  called  from  ila  being  only  a  few  rodi  above  Bultivan'a  landing  place,  wbne  to  cb 
camped  both  on  the  advance  of,  and  return  from  hi*  elpeditioa  igaiual  tb*  L  "  " 

BJte  (rftlie  fbrtna  whidi  SuUiTu  bnill,  mb  bo  diMinctiy  tMn  kam  the  MUk 


■  mimaf  Hood  >  hot  f  innwde 
toiies  amdladitMWtflniiililledto  lliecn£tof  llfiitiQf  B^^  fifCfy  rock,  uid  doo» 


cUhod  te  oMiaKt  tlw  k«Mo  Wmbo  MttiMlid»  Md  te  ponniiM  of  tlw  Ui  liig  iHii^ 
oonisoied.    In  front  Ao  oliiqr  Kood  a  hot  fooiwtdo  Jar  mam  ihon  fifo  hwm.    Mh 


and  hooh,  rinoldod  in  a^inni  boUnd  which  ihe  wiufod  mewengeii  of  domh 
thickly  tent,  but  widi  oo  fitdo  olleet  m  to  ezctie  ■otoniohmenL  Tho  Indiono  yioMod  gwond 
on^  inch  bjr  inchs  and  in  tiMir  rotnat  dwtod  from  tno  to  trae  with  tho  Ofihtf  of  ihe  pan. 
ttor,  often  ronttwting  oaeh  now  posdon  to  ihe  point  of  ihe  bajronoi— a  dunf  ^nty  nnaniA 
mmk  widi  wflitiinion,  and  odH  mora  fare  UBonf  ihe  nndioripBned  wawioii  of  die  wdo^ 
ThafondoMgaawriiiheattiBMiatMritofdieeaviiee.  AlwqFaintfaothkkeetof  dwML 
he  Med  ofory  oflbrt  to  erimnhto  hai  wanion,  in  ihe  hope  of  lendiny  them  to  irietoiy.  JhA 
the  ertilleiy  boganto  plej,  the  wfaoope  and  jaile  of  dieeaYatee,  ndnfled  widi  the  lat'linf  of 
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wniutiy,  had  wolMi^  obtained  Ihe  maeiMj  of  oonnd. 

nUr  drowned  hj  die  thonder  of  the  eannon.  Tlee  cannonnde '  wee  oleyieiit,'  to  adopt  the 
ri^Miiiilin/  of  Snafi  immdi,  m  wridnf  to  a  fiiood«  and  gave  the  indMne  a  great  panie» 
Wiethe  hnoli  w  eonlwiid  in  front  fcr  a  leagdi  of  time  with  nndinAiidied  apirit,  Bm 
teeewoniyofiighdiwwaBootheiBttfcjaetdeecribod.  An  Poor  galantijr  approachid  the 
point  whish  coovletel^  vncomnd  ihe  enonnj^  rBar«  BMit,  wIm  had  boon  thofiiat  to  paua 
title  te  doHgn  of  die  Ananiean  oonnandor,  aitemptad  oneo  nMia  to  laHy  Ua  foeae,  and 
with  Ihe  aaaitaiiri  of  a  battalion  of  die  nnfain,  make  a  atand.  But  it  woe  in  vain,  al. 
♦ongh  ha  oierted  himeelf  tp  Ihe  nnnoet  foe  that  pMpoae  ||hig  from  point  to  point,  eeon^ 
fag  to  bo  ofory  wiieie  pneent,  and  naing  evoiy  moane  ini  hia  power  to  raamniaa>  die  Jagu 
ging  apiritB,  and  rainWgocate  ihe  ami  of  Ua  frUowen.  Hmar  aaoended  the  eioep,  end 
gained  hia  object  without  fiitering,  the  eneaay^  flenk  waa  tnroed  by  Poor,  and  the  fiMtanee 
of  dw  day  decided.  PercoiTing  each  to  be  the  fret,  and  that  diera  waa  danger  of  being 
aofTounded,  the  retreauhalloo  waa  raiwd,  and  the  enemy,  eavagae  and  winto  men,  pradpC 
tately  abandoned  their  worka,  croaeed  tlie  river,  and  lied  with  Ihe  nlmoet  praeipitatiofr^ 
die  Indiana  leaving  their  packe  and  a  number  of  tlietr  tomahawka  and  aealpingJuiivae 
bdund  diem.  The  battle  wee  long,  and  on  dw  aide  of  the  enemy  bloody.  Eleven  of  dMir 
dead  were  found  upon  the  field  ■  an  nnuaual  drcnmatanee  with  the  Indiana,  who  invatiab^ 
exert  themaelvee  to  the  utmoat  to  prevent  the  bodiee  of  their  aiain  from  frJling  into  the 
handa  of  their  ibea.  But  being  puahed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  tlioy  had  not  time  to 
bear  diem  away.  They  were  panned  two  milee,  their  trail  adbiding  indnbitible  proof  that 
a  portion  of  their  dead  and  wounded  bad  been  carried  off.  Two  canoee  wen  found  cofv. 
ered  with  blood,  and  the  bodiee  of  14  Indian  warriora  were  dimoverad  partially  buried 
among  the  leavea.  Eight  acalpa  were  taken  by  the  Americane  during  the  chaaa,  Conaid* 
ering  the  duretion  of  the  battle,  and  the  obednacy  with  which  it  waa  maintained,  the  loot 
of  the  Americana  waa  mall  almoet  to  a  miracle.  Only  5  or  6  men  were  killed,  and  ba; 
iween  40  and  50  wounded.  Among  the  American  offioeia  wounded,  ware  Bl^j.  Titeooibi 
CapL  Qayea,  and  Lieut.  CoUii— die  hitter  mortally.  All  dm  houaaa  of  dm  oondgnoM 
Indian  town  were  burnt,  and  the  comfielde  deetroyed." 

The  first  settler  of  Newtown,  now  Elmira,  was  Col.  John  Heady, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  veteran  of  the  revolution.  In  tm 
summer  of  1788,  he  came  into  this  town  and  erected  a  lo^  hut  on  the 
point  where  Sullivan  had  encdmped,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  pr^  , 
sent  centre  of  the  village  of  Elmira.  He  brou^t  his  family  to  this 
place  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  It  was  dunnff  this  year  that  this 
section  of  the  country  was  surveved  by  Gen.  ^imes  Clinton,  Gen. 
John  Hathom,  and  John  Cantine,  Esq.,  as  commisiioners  on  the  part 
of  the  state.  The  land  at  this  time  was  estimated  and  sold  by  the 
state  at  eighteen  pence  per  acre  to  the  first  settlers.  The  second  log 
house  was  built  by  John  Miller  near  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Capt  Partridge.  The  same  year,  and  the  year  fol- 
lowing, (1789,)  several  fiunilies  came  in  and  settled  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  in  Southport  In  the  same  year,  Thomas  Hendy  and  a 
Mr.  Marks  built  log  nooses  at  thb  east  end  of  the  site  of  the  village. 
When  Col.  Hendy  built  his  log  cabin  on  the  pine  plain  of  Conewawah, 
the  only  highway  or  road  existing  in  the  ooimtry  for  bundredt  of 
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miles,  round,  was  what  was  called  the  Indian  .pathway,  extendhig 
from  Wilkesbarre,  Penn.,  to  Canada.  This  pathway  crossed  the  lot 
of  Col.  Hendy,  and  was  for  a  long  period  the  only  avenue  by  which 
emigrants  from  the  south  reached  Niagara  and  the  northwetteni  pait 
of  the  state. 

The  following  anecdote  relative  to  Col.  Hendy,  is  taken  from  a  pub- 
lication, in  a  pamphlet  form,  entitled  "^  Views  of  Elmira,**  by  Solomoii 
Southwick,  Esq.  It  is  from  this  publication  that  the  liiftoric  notioei 
of  this  place  are  mostly  taken. 

**  They  [the  Indians]  knew  nothing  of  ceremony,  tnd  nerer  waited  for  an  mThatioii  to  fWl 
the  cabins  a(  the  white  settlers ;  but  would  stalk  in  and  ait  themselfea  down  as  fraatf  m 
they  had  been  used  to  do  in  their  own  huts ;  nor  were  they  leaa  acmpnloiii  in  dwir  soaeki 
upon  whatever  food  or  boTenge  preaented  itself.  If  any  of  the  whitea  dialiked  this  fitiudu^ 
they  foand  it  their  beat  policy  to  bear  patiently  with  the  oft.4«peated  demands  upon  tfaw 
hospitality  which  flowed  from  it ;  but  in  spite  of  their  philosophy  were  aometimea  invoivBd 
in  serious  strife  with  their  lawleas  naters.  One  evening  t4  a  snmmei^i  day,  CoL  Hendfv 
having  returned  from  the  labon  of  the  field,  found  two  Indiana  at  hia  houae,  ooa  of  whoa 
was  John  Harris,  celebrated  for  hia  quarrelsome  and  malignant  temper,  aa  well  aa  f^gotui 
and  athletic  frame.  He  had  insulted  Mrs.  Hendy,  and  evinced  such  bad  intentipoa,  tbrt 
his  companion,  aided  by  Col.  Hendy'a  son,  had  found  it  necessary  to  bind  him  down  in  % 
chair,  which  operation  they  had  just  perfonned  when  Col.  Hendy  came  in.  WfaiK  Aa 
friendly  Indian  laid  down  and  went  (juietly  to  sleep,  the  Colonel  seated  hinaalf  to  waick 
the  motions  ci  the  unnily  savage.  The  fellow  was  so  mortified  by  the  compulnon  and  ra- 
straint  imposed  upon  him,  that  he  became  apparently  humble,  and  the  Colonel,  on  faii 
promise  to  behave  well,  unbound  him,  and  ordered  him  to  lay  down  on  the  floor  and  go  la 
aleep,  whilst  he  threw  himself  on  the  bed,  but  did  not  think  it  safe  to  undieaa  or  aleep;  and 
the  event  proved  the  necessity  and  prudence  of  his  precaution.  For  the  aavage,  ruminating 
on  the  diigraceful  circumstance  of  his  having  been  bound,  till  lus  revengefbl  temper  was 
roused  to  a  hig^  dogree,  rose  up  suddenly  crying  out  **  Mt  be  wMny,"  a  well  known  ead^ 
mation  of  the  Indians  when  prepared  to  commence  a  fight  single-lianded  with  one  of  ihm 
own,  or  that  of  the  white  race.  This  was  a  critical  moment  for  Hendy,  who  quickly  per* 
ceived  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost ;  he  therefore  rose  up,  exclsiming  ^  Fon  be  laay 
You  none  at  all — I  be  many  /**  and  as  the  Indian  sprang  forward  to  grapple  with  hm, 
brandishing  a  long  knife,  the  veteran  gave  him  a  blow  on  the  aide  of  hm  hcnd  wUeh  Ind 
him  pruetnte  on  the  hearth ;  and  then  seizing  him  by  the  hsir,  beat  lus  bend  npon  tha 
hearth,  till  the  aavage  yielded  up  lus  knife,  well  convinced  by  the  Colonel's  damonstraliQOi^ 
that  if  he  was  mony,  Us  host  waa  mony  more,  or  at  least  too  many  for  him— and  iJba  next 
morning  he  was  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  a  lamb.** 

**  In  1790,  we  believe  it  was,  Ehnin  was  visited  by  some  ten  or  twelve  hundred  Indiani; 
one  of  the  oldeat  settlers  sssures  us  there  were  not  less  than  eleven  hundred.  Their  olgeet 
was  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  with  the  United  States.  On  our  part  the  venerable  Ton. 
Tvr  PicKERnro  was  the  principal  negotiator.  Gut  Maxwkll  acted  as  his  aeeretuj,  and 
transcribed  the  treaty.  On  the  part  of  the  Indians  there  were  chiefr  of  all  the  Six  Narifis^, 
^  among  whom  were  Red  Jacket,  Big  Tree,  Treocb  Peter,  Fanner'a  Brother,  &c.  Jnmr 
Parish,  of  Canandaigua,  was  their  interpreter.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Rod  Jacut 
made  one  of  lus  most  eloquent  and  poweiiiil  speeches.  One  of  the  duefr,  and  aevoral  of 
the  subordinates,  died  during  the  negotiation ;  and  their  bonea,  it  is  saki,  have  been  ra. 
cently  found  in  digging  the  cellais  for  the  elegant  row  of  buildinga,  called  Bei^mmmPo  Bktk^ 
on  JFVont.street  The  treaty  was  held  immediately  east  of  the  present  oourtbooaa  in  Lako- 
Btreet,  under  an  ancient  oak-tree,  which  thencdbrth,  if  not  befine,  waa  known  by  Aa 
name  of  the  council  tree." 

In  1792,  Nathaniel  Seely  built  the  first  firame  house  in  the  village 
of  Newtown,  now  Elmira.  The  ori^al  patentee  of  the  towns  of 
Southport  and  Newtown  was  Moses  JDe  Witt ;  he  sold  out  to  a  Mr- 
White.  In  1794,  Guy  Maxwell  and  Samuel  Hepburn  purchased 
the  village  plot  of  Elmira  from  Mr.  White.  In  1797,  Elmira  ro- 
ceived  a  visit  fi-om  Louis  Phillipe,  the  present  king  of  France,  the 
Dukt  de  Nemours,  and  the  Puke  de  Berri.    These  distinguished  per- 


•onages  had  been'  ntaDdiiig  some  time  at  Canandaigoa,  itedor  the 
hospitable  roof  of  Thomas  Morris,  Esq^  son  of  RoMrt  Bf  orris,  to 
whom  the  United  States  are  so  much  indebted  for  his  senrices  as  a 
financier  in  the  revolution.  Mr.  Morris  ffave  the  royal  exJes  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  Henry  Tower,  Esq.,  who  then  resided  here.  They 
travelled  on  foot  through  the  Indian  pathway  from  Canandaigua  to 
Elmira,  a  distance  of  more  than  70  miles.  Mr.  Tower,  on  their 
arrival,  fitted  up  a  boat — an  American  ark  or  batteau — in  which  he 
took  them  down  to  Harrisburg,  through  the  Chemung  and  Susque- 
bannah  rivers. 

EaiN,  taken  firom  Chemung  in  1822 ;  firom  Albany  188,  firom  El- 
mira, NE.,  12  miles.  Erin  is  a  post-office,  centrally  located.  Pop. 
1,441.  The  surface  of  the  town  is  hilly  and  broken  and  the  soil 
rather  of  an  indifierent  quality.  ' 

SouTHPOBT,  taken  from  Elmira  in  1822 ;  firom  Albany  208  miles. 
It  has  broad  and  rich  flats  upon  the  Chemung  river,  which  fi>nns  in 
jpart  the  northern  boundary.  Wellsburff  on  the  Chemung  river,  6 
miles  SE.  firom  Elmira,  is  a  small  post  vilhge.  Southport  and  Seeleys 
Creek  are  post-offices.    Pop.  2,100. 

y sTBEAir,  taken  firom  Catherines  m  1828 ;  fit>m  Albanv  190,  firom 
Elmira,  N.,  centrally  distant  12  miles.  Pop.  2,270.  Millport,  Rne 
Valley,  and  Veteran  are  post-offices. 


CHENANGO  COUNTY. 

CHENAirao  couNTT  was  formed  firom  Herkimer  and  Tio^  counties 
in  1798 ;  the  northern  part  of  which  was  erected  into  Madison  county 
in  1800.  Its  form  is  irregular;  the  greatest  length  N.  and  S.,  85 
miles ;  greatest  width,  28.  The  general  surface  of  the  county  is 
broken  and  hilly,  though  not  mountainous.  Its  valleys  are  extensive, 
rich,  and  fertile,  producing  lar^e  crops  of  grain ;  while  the  uplands 
are  well  adapted  to  grazing,  its  apiculture  is  respectable,  and  its 
inhabitants  are  generally  farmers.  Live-stock  is  one  of  their  prin- 
cipal exports.  The  Susquehannah  river  crosses  the  8E.  comer  of  the 
county.  The  Chenango  river,  one  of  its  principal  branches,  flows 
southerly  through  the  centre  of  the  county.  The  Unadilla  river 
forms  most  of  tne  eastern  boimds  of  the  county.  The  numerous 
streams  in  this  county  fiimish  abimdance  of  fine  mill  sites.  The 
Chenanp;o  canal  passes  through  the  county  in  the  valley  of  the  Che- 
nango nver.  This  county  was  principally  settled  by  emigrants  firom 
the  eastern  states.  It  originally  included  the  twenty  townships  of 
the  **  Govemor^s  purchas^  a  part  of  which  are  now  in  Madison 
county.    The  county  is  divided  into  10  towns.    Pop.  40,770. 

Bainbeidob,  organized  as  part  of  Tipn  county,  by  the  name  of 
Jericho,  in  1701 ;  name  smce  altered  and  nmtti.  much  reduced.    '^^'^ 
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3,324.    The  town  forms  part  of  a  tract  given  by  the  state  to  suflbr- 
ers  in  former  grants  to  the  present  state  of  Vermont 

Bainbridge,  incorporated  in  1829 ;  a  large  and  thriving  village, 

fleasantly  situated  upon  the  W.  branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  upon  tne 
lister  and  Delaware  turnpike;  110  miles  from  Albany,  and  14  S. 
from  Norwich ;  has  about  90  dwellinj^s.  £.  Bainbridge,  N.  Bain> 
bridge,  and  S.  Bainbridge  are  names  of  post-ofiices. 

Columbus,  taken  from  Brookfield  in  1805;  from  Albany  83,  from 
Norwich,  NE.,  16  miles,  Columbus  is  a  small  village,  and  Columbus 
Comers  a  post-office.     Pop.  1,561. 

Coventry,  taken  from  Greene  in  1806;  from  Albany  117,  from 
Norwich  16  miles.  Coventry  and  Coventryville  are  post  villagesi 
on  the  Cattskill  turnpike.     Pop.  1,681. 

German,  taken  from  De  Ruyter  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  115,  from 
Norwich,  W.,  ISjniles.     Pop.  975. 

Greene  was  formed  from  Union  and  Jericho  in  1798 ;  limits  gince 
reduced.  The  Chenango  river  passes  in  a  SW.  direction  through 
the  town,  upon  which  are  rich  alluvial  flats.  Pop.  3,452.  Greene^ 
the  principal  village,  is  on  the  river,  20  miles  SW.  from  Norwich,  and 
19  N.  from  Binghamton.  It  contains  3  churches,  11  stores,  and 
about  90  dwellings.  It  was  laid  out  in  village  form  in  1806,  and 
was  at  first  called  Hornby.  East  Green  and  Genegansette  are  posU 
offices. 

The  first  person  who  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Greene, 
is  supposed  to  have  been  Conrad  Sharp,  a  Dutchman,  who  located 
himself  about  two  miles  above  the  village  in  1794 ;  a  number  of 
other  Dutchmen  came  in  and  formed  quite  a  settlement  in  his  vicinity. 
The  names  of  some  of  the  other  principal  settlers  were,  Stephen 
Ketchum,  David  Bradley,  Derick  Race,  Joseph  Tillotson,  Mr.  Gray, 
a  Baptist  elder,  and  Elisha  Smith,  who  was  the  agent,  for  a  number 
of  years,  in  behalf  of  the  Hornby  Patent ;  he  surveyed  the  town  of 
Greene  and  laid  out  the  village. 

The  first  white  inhabitants  who  located  themselves  on  the  site  of 
the  village,  were  eight  or  ten  French  families,  who  fled  from  their 
country  during  the  revolutionary  period.  The  first  one  who  came 
appears  to  have  been  Simon  Bamet,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a 
Creole  from  the  West  Indies.  He  came  to  this  place  from  Philadel- 
phia, probably  sent  as  a  pioneer  for  the  French  company.  One  of 
the  emigrants,  M.  Dutremont,  was  a  man  of  considerable  talents, 
learning,  and  wealth.  This  gentleman  contracted  for  the  lands  settled 
by  the  company.  The  purchase  was  made  of  William  W.  Morris 
and  Malachi  Treat,  the  patentees.  Capt.  Juliand,  one  of  the  French 
emigrants,  came  into  the  place  in  1797,  a  little  afler  the  first  company^ 
About  the  year  1795,  the  celebrated  French  statesman,  Talleyrand, 
visited  this  place,  when  on  a  sylvan  jaunt  on  horseback  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Albany  in  company  with  a  French  gentleman.  When  her^ 
he  became  fioquainted  with  the  son  of  M.  Dutremont,  with  whom  he 
'Was  ^  muohplei^d,  th^t  be  obtained  the  consent  of  his  parentf  to 

ttjcp  hko  tQ  nwi^  ^itenilw  1^^  ^ytll0 
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datlk  of  IL  DuMmoM,  the  fiMoeial  a&iri  of  the  little  edoay  Iwb 
came  deranged.  He  wan  drowited  while  fording  a  riTer  on  bonan 
back,  on  his  way  to  Philaderphia.  As  he  had  not  paid  for  the  huMl 
goeupied  bv  thip  efnijpant|i»  it  reverted  back  to  the  patenteett  The 
emigrants  becaine  discouraged,  and  after  a  few  years  left  the  plaoei 
moved  down  below  Towamla,  and  joined  a  Frmch  settlement  ai  a 
place  called  Frenchtown,  now  Asylum.  Capt  Jiiliandt  however,  hk 
mained  in  Greene,  and  to  him  and  Judge  Elisha  Smith  the  founda- 
tion of  the  village  ii  to  be  ~ 


**  There  were  no  Indiani  in  dui  pvlieiibr  Mcticm,  wiMn  fiitC  Mtdtd  hf  dit  whitMi  Bsi 
we  have  to  record  a  moat  ramarkabia  mound,  the  niie  of  Indian  iopantitiflii  and  mdmtif. 
There  ara  now  to  be  aeen  onlj  aome  imperfect  tracea  of  it.  It  wm  Mmalad  aboot  tmp 
nilea  aouth  of  the  village,  and  abont  thirtf  roda  from  the  river  bank,  on  wImi  ia  mom  Ai 
hna  of  Mr.  LotL  The  monnd,  before  it  waa  dngdofwn  or  ploiwhad  ovar,  wit  nbost  ris  cr 
■afno  feet  abofB  tiia  au&oe  of  tba  groond,  and  feriy  feat  in  aEaaiater;  bii«f  naarij  e» 
eolar.  There  waa  alao,  till  widnn  a  few  yean,  a  la^  pina  atnmp  in  ikm  ctMva  of  fi,  ihp 
nmaina  of  a  lana  pinaltne  wliicb  waa  ibnding  whan  tba  whitaa  anna  bL  U  waa  Am^ 
k^fweYor,  a  tftaa  traa.  Whan  it  waa  ant  down,  theta  ware  eonntad  180  eaoeantite  cMip 
or  feail  J  growtha.  SMimatiiigdia  age  of  the  moond  fagr  tba  oqeotBtrie  cipplw  of  tba 
almnp,  it  mmt  have  been  ovprSCNIfaaiB  old  whan  tUa  aaetko  of  tba  eonalif  wia  taafe^ 
An  aiaminatinn  of  tfaii  motmd  w^a  madt  ia  1889,  hf  ^HoNh  nd  Ihais  wwi  feoid  m 
tpm  bonaa  to  a  groat  nnmbar;  and  lowar  feqia  dia  asrfaea,  mara  w«m  feqsd  boon  tk 
had  bean  atidantlj  bomt;  aujiMtiiig  dm  idaa,  that  dw  aioda  af  diipoii^  of  d»  i^ 
when  diaia  bonet  waia  dapoiuad,  waa  hwnmg  t&«  dM  la^.  No  son|ailWi  soM  H 
fonnad  aa  to  dw  mnnber  of  bodiap  buriad  liera.    Tbaj  wm  feond  \fkig  wfthoat 


vaiy  mndi/iMiUffd,  and  90  fer  daeafad  aa  to  orambia,  or  fen  apart,  whan  bwnght  m  ih^ 

air  and  bandlad.  Ilia  amoaitkm  woold  not  be  an  anfika^  ona,  that  diaaa  boew  watt  d^ 
raBMiaa  of  bodiea  which  had  feOen  in  batde,  and  were  afterwaid  hnrriediy  throfwn  tngafbtt 
and  buried.  •  •  •  •  In  tha  moond  near  Greene,  therp  were  foand|  Ijii^  qnita  in  one  pfla, 
8(X)  arrow  headi^  cut  aikardieiraaadfefn,  and  aUddiar  of  yellow  or  UaakiMt.  ItwiUba 
recollected  that  there  are  no  atonea  of  thia  kind  found  in  tliia  part  of  tba  atata  of  New 
York.  In  anodier  part  of  the  moond  than  were  found,  lying  tiwetbar,  aboot  «gly,  puidff 
after  the  aame  form.  A  alYer  band  or  ring  waa  alao  found,  of  abont  two  inchea  in  iB- 
ameter,  extremely  thin,  but  wide,  with  the  remaina— in  appearance— of  a  read  pipe,  lyi«g 
witliin  it.  The  soppoeition  ia,  that  it  waa  aome  aort  of  moaical  inatnuMnt  Than  was 
lUao  found  a  number  of  atone  cUaek,  of  difierent  ahapea,  e^antiy  fitted  to  paifomi  difa, 
ent  speciee  (tf  work.  A  large  piece  of  mica  alao,  cut  into  the  form  of  a  h^art;  tha  bonfec 
much  diMayed,  and  the  different  lamina  aeparated.** — AtmaU  •f  Bimgktmim^ 

GuiLFoan,  taken  from  Oxford  in  1818,  by  the  name  of  Eastern  t 
name  since  changed ;  from  Norwich,  centrally  distant  8.,  10  miles. 
Pop.  2328.  Gimford  is  a  small  post  village,  Kockdale  a  post-i^kei 
and  Mount  Upton  a  small  settlement 

LiNCKLAEN,  taken  from  German  in  1828 ;  since  reduced  in  area ; 
from  Albany  128,  from  Norwich,  NW.,  20  miles.  Lincklaen  and 
West  Lincklaen  are  post-offices.    Pop.  1,249. 

McDoNouoH,  named  in  honor  of  Commodore  McDonough,  taken 
from  Preston  in  1816;  from  Albany  128,  from  Norwich,  W.,  14 
miles.  Pop.  1,369.  Near  the  south  line  of  the  town  is  a  sulphur 
spring  mucli  frequented.    McDonough  is  a  small  village. 

New  Berlin,  taken  fitxn  Norwidi  in  1807.  Pop.  8,086.  New 
Berlin,  an  incorporated  village,  18  miles  NE.  fit>m  Norwich,  and 
90  W.  fix)m  Albany,  on  the  Unadilla  river,  has  1  Presbyterian,  1 
Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Methodist  ohuroh.  There  are  here  154 
dweUii^  10  mercantile  storesb  a  weekly  newspaper  offiee,  and  aev^ 
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era!  large  manufacturing  establishments.  South  New  Berlin,  0  tniiM 
east  from  Norwich,  has  about  40  dwellings.  New  Berlin  Centre  i«t 
small  village. 

NomwicH,  formed  from  Jericho  and  Union,  as  part  of  Tioga  county, 
in  1793;  area  since  much  reduced.  Pop.  4,146.  Norwich  villasc; 
the  county  seat,  is  delightfully  situated  upon  the  Chenango  fiver.  Itf 
site  is  much  admired  by  travellers.     It  ia  surrounded  by  laodi  in  i 


Courthoute  and  other  buildings  in  Norwich. 

high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  supplied  with  pure  and  wholeaome 
water.  There  is  a  mineral  spring  near  the  village  resorted  to  for 
cutaneous  diseases.  The  above  view  shows  the  courthouse  in  the 
centre  of  the  engravinff ;  the  building  with  a  spire  on  the  left,  is 
the  Presbyterian  church.  The  courthouse  has  oeen  but  recently 
erected.  It  is  built  of  freestone,  and  is  one  of  the  most  splendid 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  state.  Besides  the  above,  there  are  in 
the  village  1  Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  and  I  Methodist  church,  3  we^ly 
newspaper  offices,  the  Chenango  Bank,  several  manu&ctories,  and 
about  200  dwellings. 

Otbelic,  taken  from  German  in  1617;  distant  from  Albany  110, 
from  Norwich,  NW.,  20  miles.  Otselic  is  a  small  village,  and  South 
Otselic  a  post-ofiice.     Pop.  1,621. 

OxroaD.*  "The  present  town  of  Oxford  was  originally  a  part  of  tbe 
township  of  Fayette,  a  tract  which  was  laid  out  soon  after  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  and  sold  at  auction  in  New  York,  in  lota  of  a  mile 

Suare.  This  township,  and  a  tract  called  the  Gore,  bought  by  Geo. 
orey  and  Judge  Melancton  Smith,  containing  about  7,000  acres, 
were  incorporated  into  a  town  in  1793,  and  in  1794  the  firvt  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Gen.  Hovey ;  this  building  itood 
on  tbe  site  of  the  Fort  Hill  house,  (burnt  in  1839.)     Previous  lo  1791, 

>  walMm  br  Hmij  H.  Hrda,  bq. 
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there  were  no  fetUen  on  the  western  port  of  Fayette  except  two^ 
Mr.  Elijah  Blackmant  and  a  man  named  Phelps.  They  liTed  on  lot 
92,  in  the  bounds  of  the  present  irillage. 

^  From  the  time  the  settlement  was  conmiaiced,  by  the  exertions  of 
Gen.  Hovey^  whose  enterprise  and-  hardihood  surmounted  every  ob- 
stacle, the  population  ra^Hdly  increased.  The  pioneers  who  com* 
pbsed  the  settlement,  were  distinguished  for  qualincations  rarely  pos* 
sessed  by  men  in  their  laborious  occupations.  Their  intelligence  was 
proverbial  In  &cty  many  of  them  were  persons  of  considerable  sci- 
entific attainments.  They  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  for  an 
academy  as  early  as  1704,  and  sustained  the  instituticm  in  the  most 
creditable  manner,  under  all  difficulty.  Gen.  Hovey,  whose  name 
seems  to  be  connected  with  nearly  all  the  occurrences  in  the  early 
days  of  the  town,  was  a  man  of  uncommon  business  abilities,  and 
was  a  fiivorite  of  the  distinguished  men  who  were  at  that  time  at  the 
head  of  aflkirs  in  this  state.  He  was  a  member  of  assembly  in 
1798,  and  was  abo  a  judge  of  the  county.  He  afterward  ranoved 
to  the  Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  Burr's  expraiticm  down  the  Mississipni, 
he  was  ibe  general  agent  of  a  company,  composed  of  some  of  tne 
fivtt  men  of  the  Union,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  canalling  theOhio  at  the 
fiUs  opposite  Lomsville.  The  project  fiiiled,  and  Gen.  Hovey  was  a 
severe  sufl^rer  in  consequence.    He  died  about  1815.  ■ 

^  Nearly  all  the  settlers  were  natives  of  New  England,  and  a  ma- 

i'ority  were  from  the  state  of  Connecticut  There  are  at  present 
ivinff  many  of  the  hardy  pioneers  who  commenced  the  settlement 
Of  these,  Mr.  Francis  Balcom,  Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin,  Judffe  Anson 
Gary,  Col.  Samuel  Balcom,  James  P^^tt,  and  some  few  oUiers,  are 
now  residing  in  this  town.  Judge  Un  Tracy,  who  was  some  years 
since  a  member  of  congress  firom  this  district,  and  who  died  three  or 
four  years  since,  was  lu^ewise  an  early  resident,  and  principal  of  the 
academy." 

**  The  Indian  antiquHiet  in  and  about  the  Tillage  of  Oxford  are  worthj  of  Doliee.  Of 
dieee,  the  Old  Fort  haa  alwaja  attracted  the  moat  attention.  Thia  fort  atood  noon  the  hill 
in  about  the  middle  of  the  village,  and  the  ditch  la  jret  to  be  dJatinguialied,  in  Dont  of  tht 
houae  of  Ira  Wilcox,  Eaq.  When  diacorered,  it  waa  a  regular  aemicirde  from  the  river, 
and  encloaed  about  three  qnarters  of  an  acre,  and  the  ditdi,  when  the  groond  waa  cleared, 
waa  in  many  placea  four  feet  deep.  The  interior  of  the  fort  waa  covered  with  the  laigeat 
kind  of  maple  and  beach  trees,  and  on  the  top  of  the  bank  hove  up,  atood  a  dead  pine 
atamp,  which,  when  cut,  left  a  stump  on  which  waa  counted  two  hundred  graina  or  circlea. 
Thia  tree  evidently  sprang  up  after  the  ditch  waa  dug.  There  were  upon  the  north  and 
Bouth  sides  of  die  fort,  two  placea  where  the  ground  bad  evidently  never  been  disturbed. 
Theae  are  suppoeed  to  have  been  gatea.  The  ditch  waa  four  or  five  feet  wide,  and  on  the 
river  side,  the  bank  having  been  dmoat  perpendicular.  The  fort  mxui  have  been  a  atrong 
position.  Nothing  short  of  cannon  from  the  neighboring  hills  could  annoy  the  fort.  In 
the  course  of  subsequent  excavations  in  and  about  it,  human  bonea,  cooking  utenaila, 
and  other  relica,  have  been  found.  Of  course,  nothing  is  known  about  the  object  of  thia 
fortification,  or  by  whom  built  The  Oneidaa  have  a  tradition  running  many  f enerations 
back,  but  they  can  tell  ua  nothing  definite.  The  Oneidaa  leave  ua  this  tradition :  that 
about  a  century  or  more  since,  a  9P^^  chief  occupied  it,  who  deetroyed  all  their 
htmters  who  came  into  thia  quarter.  They  called  thia  chief  J%iek  Neek.  The  Onei- 
daa  made  several  attempts  to  decoy  him  from  hia  stronghold,  but  without  succeaa. 
They  at  length  managed  to  go  between  him  and  the  fort,  when  he  ran  down  the  river 
about  six  mUes  and  accreted  himaelf  in  the  maiah  around  the  pond  called  Wam'la  Pond. 
Hare  he  waadiaoovecedandkiUedby  the  Qnaidaa,  who  buried  him  and  aermtehed  the  leavea 
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Central  part  of  the  TWage  ef  Oxford. 

The  above  view  wu  taken  od  the  banks  of  the  Chenango  CUMi, 
and  sbowi  the  principal  public  buildingi  in  the  village.  The  choreh 
on  the  left  is  the  Presbyteriaii,  the  amaller  buikluig  with  a  cupola  in 
the  centre  is  the  Academy,  aod  the  two  spires  seen  on  the  ri^t  an 
those  of  the  Episcopal  and  Baptist  churches,  which  latter  atnictHiM 
stand  near  the  site  of  the  old  fort.  There  is  also  a  Methodist  ehmch 
m  the  village.  2  weekly  newspaper  offices,  and  about  170  dwelliiui. 
There  ue  several  bridges  over  the  Chenango  river,  aad  tbe  Appna 
way.  from  Newburg,  terminates  here.  The  village  ii  8  milea  WDdf 
of  Norwich.  There  is  a  post-office  at  South  Otford.  FonilsHioD  of 
the  town,  3,1  T7. 

Fbaualia,  first  settled  in  1798.  and  taken  from  Norlridi  ia  IWMt 
by  Uie  name  of  Stonington ;  name  afterward  changed ;  distant  from 
Albany  114.  from  Norwich,  NE..  11  miles.  Pop,  1^18.  Pbunlaif 
a  smaU  post  village,  end  ^«t  Pharsalia  a  post-office. 

FrrcBBK,  formed  from  German  and  Lincklaen  in  1897;  from  At 
bany  127,  from  Norwich,  W.,  17  miles.  Pitcher  ii  a  saMlI  pM( 
village.     Pop.  I.56I. 

Plthoutb,  taken  from  Norwieb  in  IWfl ;  from  Albany  187,  btm 
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Norwich,  NW.»  7  miles.  Frankville,  fonnerly  known  hy  tiM  name 
of  the  Fiench  lettlement,  has  30  or  40  dwellings.    Pop.  1,118ft. 

Peebton,  taken  firom  Norwich  in  1806^  fi^m  Albany  115^  firom 
Norwich,  centrafl^  distant  W.,  7  miles.  Pop.  1,1 17.  The  Chenango 
river  and  canal  pass  through  the  SK  section  of  the  town.  Bf  ason 
and  Palmer's  Comers  are  small  Tillages. 

Sherburne,  taken  from  Genoa  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  96,  from  Nor- 
wich, N.,  11  miles.  Pop.  2,791.  The  flats  on  the  Chenango  river, 
•which  flows  through  this  tovm,  are  remarkably  fertile.  The  portion 
of  the  town  called  **  the  Quarter,''  was  early  settled  by  20  tamilies 
from  Connecticut,  who  bought  one  quarter  of  the  township.  Th^y 
formed  themselves  into  a  renffious  society  of  the  Presbvterian  denom- 
.  ination  before  emiffratine.  Thev  arrived  on  a  Thursday,  and  by  tibe 
succeeding  Sabbau)  had  erected  a  log  meeting-house,  in  which  they 
assemblea  for  public  worship;  and  not  a  single  Sunday  has  since 

{)assed  without  divine  service  being  performed.    Sherburne,  post  vil- 
age,  has  about  100  dwellings. 

SMrrnviLLB,  taken  from  Greene  m  1806 ;  from  Albany  181,  from 
Norwich,  SW.,  20  mUes.  Pop.  1,762.  Smithville  is  a  viOage  of 
about  40  or  50  dwellings. 

Smtbna  was  taken  nrom  Sherburne  in  1808.  Pop.  2,240.  The 
first  settler  was  Joseph  Pbrter,  who  eminated  here  m  1792.  The 
first  post-ofllce  was  estabfished  in  1808.  The  village  of  Smyrna  was 
incoi|x>rated  ih  1834;  it  is  101  miles  from  Albany  and  11  NW.  of 
Norwichr  and  contains  about  60  dwellings. 


CLINTON  COUNTY. 

CuNTON  COUNTY  Ucs  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  at 
the  northeastern  extremity  of  the  state,  about  170  miles  N.  from  Al- 
bany. Soon  after  the  conquest  of  Canada,  in  1759,  the  shores  of  Lake 
Champlain  were  visited  bv  speculators  in  quest  of  pine  and  oak  tim- 
ber, but  no  permanent  settlements  were  made  until  about  the  close  of 
the  revolution.  Its  greatest  length  N.  and  S.  is  40i  miles,  greatest 
•breadth  37  miles.  The  northern  boundary  being  latitude  45°,  indi- 
cates the  rigors  of  a  cold  northern  country.  The  natural  advantages 
enjoyed  by  this  county  have  been  undervalued.  Along  the  whole 
eastern  border,  adjoining  the  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  a  wide  tract 
of  land  extends,  moderately  uneven  or  quite  level,  with  a  prettv 
strong  inclination  or  depression  eastward,  averaginf  8  miles  in  width 
of  no  inferior  quality.  It  amply  repays  the  labor  of  the  husbandman. 
The  western  part  is  mountainous,  but  these  mountains  are  covered 
with  timber,  and  the  county  with  rapid  streams  and  mill  sites,  and 
abounds  with  the  richest  and  best  of  iron  ores,  already  extensin^Ir 
manufactured.    The  soil  is  of  various  qualities.    On  tinr  broad  befc 
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of  comparatively  level  land  above  noticed,  it  is  principally  a  clayey 
vflth  some  tracts  of  a  sandy  loam.  The  streams  supply  a  jprofusioii 
of  good  natural  sites  for  all  sorts  of  hydraulic  work.  With  these 
advantages,  this  county  looks  forward  with  confidence  to  increased 
sources  of  business  and  profit.  About  one  fifth  part  is  settled.  Pop. 
28,180.     The  county  is  divided  into  10  towns. 

Au  Sable,  taken  from  Peru  in  1839;  distant  155  miles  N.  from 
Albany,  centrally  distant  from  Plattsbur^  15  miles.  Pop.  3,32111 
The  village  of  Clintonville  on  the  Au  Sable  river,  partly  in  Clintoa 
and  partly  in  Essex  counties,  was  incorporated  in  1825.  It  contains 
2  churches,  1  Presbyterian  and  1  Methodist,  8  mercantile  stores, 
upwards  of  80  dwellings,  and  730  inhabitants.  It  is  6  miles  W.  of 
Keesville,  17  from  Elizabeth,  and  18  from  Plattsburg.  The  exten- 
sive works  of  the  ^  Peru  Iron  Company**  are  located  in  this  village. 
They  have  a  foi^e  of  18  fires,  an  extensive  rolling-mill,  a  nail  and  i 
cable  factory,  mmace,  &c.  All  these  works  were  commenced 
when  the  place  was  comparatively  new,  by  I.  Aiken,  Esq.,  but  little 
was  done  till  the  organization  of  the  company  by  the  legislature  aboat 
the  year  1825. 

Beekman,  taken  from  Plattsburg  in  1820;  distant  from  Albany 
167,  NW.  from  Plattsburg,  18  mues.  The  township  is  6  miles  in 
width,  and  stretches  across  the  country  87  miles ;  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  is  level  or  undulating,  the  western  mountainous,  rop. 
2,763. 

Black  Brook,  taken  from  Peru  in  1839 ;  from  Albany  168t  from 
Plattsburg,  SW.,  25  miles.  Black  Brook  and  Union  FaUs  are  small 
villages.     Pop.  1,054. 

CiiAMPLAiN,  organized  in  1788;  from  Albany,  N.,  185  miles. 
Champlain  village,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Chazy,  5  miles  from  Lake 
Champlain,  has  about  40  dwellings.  Rouses  Point,  23  miles  N.  from 
Plattsburg,  Corbeau,  and  Perrysville,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  2,950. 

CuAZY,  taken  from  Champlain  in  1804.  Pop.  3,592.  Cnazy,  15 
miles  N.  of  Plattsburg  on  the  state  road  from  Albany  to  Canada,  and 
West  Chazy,  are  smtm  villages.  Chazy  Landing,  on  Lake  Champlain, 
is  3  miles  from  Chazy  village. 

Ellenbuag,  taken  from  Mooers  in  1830 ;  from  Plattsburg,  NW^ 
25  miles.     Pop.  1,164. 

Mooers,  named  in  honor  of  Gen.  B.  Mooers,  was  taken  from 
Champlain  in  1804 ;  from  Plattsburg,  NNW.,  18  miles.  Pop.  1,701. 
Mooers  is  a  small  post  village  on  the  Chazy  river. 

Peru,  taken  from  Plattsburg  and  Willsburg  in  1792 ;  bounds  since 
altered.  Pop.  3,183.  Peru,  post  village,  10  miles  S.  of  Plattsburg 
and  4  from  Lake  Champlain,  has  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  and  1 
Catholic  church,  70  dwellings,  and  360  inhabitants.  UnionviBe 
and  Port  Jackson  are  post-omces.  The  first  settler  in  Peru  villaga 
was  John  Cochran,  who  came  here  in  1794.  Rev.  Heman  Garliok 
was  one  of  the  £rst  ministers  who  preached  in  this  section.  It  ii 
said  that  ha  used  to  cross  tba  lake*  in  a  boat»  and  walk  90  miim  to 
preach  tp  a  Q^i^fil^gatiw. 
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The  Mowing  is  an  lusoount  of  the  conflamtioa  (A  the  itetmer 
Phoenix,  which  todL  plaoe  near  here,  <m  Lake  Uhamplainy  September 
ft»  1819. 

TIm  itaunboftt  Idk  BvAiagtaB  Cn' Flatlteif.  tbovt  inWi^ 
oPdock  in  the  motninf  m  fiff  m  PftmdMiee  ivBiid,  when  the  elann  was  giren.  The  boat 
•t  this  time  was  temponrilj  eommended  by  a  eon  of  the  captain,  Richaid  M.  Shennan«  a 
yottng  man  of  twentj.itwo.  **  Amid  the  eoiifiiMoii»  danger,  and  difficultiea  attendant  on  thia 
tarribie  disaster,  he  djapbyed  an  eneify  and  iitaaenee  of  mind,  not  only  worthy  of  tha 
Ughest  praise,  but  which  we  might  seek  for  in  vain,  e^en  among  tfaoae  of  riper  yeark  Ta 
qualities  like  these,  rightly  dkreeted  as  they  were,  was  it  owing  that  «•(  a  perrnn  was  lut 
mk  that  fearful  night  hi  that  bunung  teasel,  at  the  dead  of  night,  and  three  miles  finoaa 
the  nearest  Isnd,  waa  the  safety  of  sscry  ens  caied  for,  and  ultimately  aecured,  by  tba 
promptaees,  energy,  and  decision  of  this  youi^  oommander.** 

Shortly  ai^er  the  fire  was  discovered,  it  iiged  with  irresktible  violence.  '*  The  psssen . 
gen,  roiued  by  the  slarm  from  their  slnmben,  and  waking  to  a  terrible  sense  of  impending 
destruction,  rushed  in  crowds  upon  the  deck,  and  attempted  to  seize  the  ■nall-boata. 
Here,  however,  they  were  met  by  young  Shennan,  who,  having  abandoned  all  hope  of 
aaving  his  boat,  now  thought  only  of  aaving  his  passengers,  and  stood  by  the  gangway  with 
a  instol  in  each  hand,  deteimined  to  prevent  any  perMm  from  jumping  into  the  boati  ba- 
fere  they  were  property  lowered  into  the  water,  and  prepared  to  receive  their  living  freight 
With  the  utmost  coolness  and  preMnce  of  mind  he  superintended  the  necessary  prepare, 
lions,  and,  in  a  few  minntea,  the  boati  were  lowered  away,  and  the  passengen  received 
aafely  on  board.  They  then  shoved  off,  and  pulled  through  the  darkness  for  the  distant 
Aore.  As  soon  as  this  wss  reached,  and  the  passengers  landed,  tha  boata  returned  to  the 
steamboat  and  took  off  the  crew,  and,  as  the  captain  supposed,  eveiy  living  soul  except 
himself.  But,  shortly  after  the  boats  had  left  the  second  time,  be  discovered,  under  a  seu 
tee,  the  chambermaid  of  the  Phcaniz,  who,  in  hor  fright  and  confusion,  hsd  lost  all  con- 
adousnesi.  leashing  her  to  the  plank  which  he  had  prepared  for  his  own  sscape,  this  gaL 
lant  captain  launched  her  towards  the  shore ;  and  was  thus  left  alone  with  his  vessel,  now 
one  burning  pila.  Having  satisfied  himself  diat  no  living  ihing  remained  on  board  hia  boat, 
and  with  Uie  proud  eonscioosness  that  he  had  saved  every  life  intnistad  to  hii  csrs,  ha 
spniqg  from  >he  burning  wreck  as  it  was  about  to  sink  beneath  tha  wataia,  and,  by  tba 
means  of  a  aettee,  reached  the  shore  in  safety. — ^This  is  no  aaggeiaiad  story.  It  is  dia 
simple  narrative  of  one  of  tha  most  heroic  acts  on  record.  We  hsva  onfy  to  add,  that  tha 
captain  who  ao  fidthftiUy  and  feariessly  diichaiged  his  duty  on  this  tiying  oecsston,  is  stiU 
(1840)  in  command  of  a  noble  boat  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  ii  known  to  every  traveller 
as  Captain  Sheiman,  of  the  steamboat  Burlington.** 

The  fottowing  description  of  this  terrific  scene  wss  written  by  one  of  the  passengeia  h— 
**  I  awoka  at  tlM  time  of  the  alarm,  but  whether  arouaad  by  the  ciy  of  fire,  the  noise  of  feet 
trampling  oo  deck,  or  by  that  reatlessness  eommoo  to  persons  who  sleep  In  a  straoge  place, 
with  a  mind  filled  with  aorrow  and  anxiety,  I  am  imaUe  to  tell.  I  though  I  heaid  a  feint 
cry  of  fire,  and,  after  a  short  interval,  it  seamed  to  be  renewed.  But  it  came  ao  weakly 
upon  my  ear,  and  seemed  to  be  flung  by  so  careleai  a  voice,  that  I  concluded  it  was  an 
unmeanii^  aonnd  uttered  by  some  of  tne  ssilors  in  their  sporti  on  deck.  Soon,  however,  a 
ksaty  footstep  was  heard  paming  through  the  oabin,  bat  without  a  word  being  atlered.  As 
I  approached  the  top  of  the  c^>in  stairs,  an  unoommon  brillianey  at  onoe  dispelled  aU 
doubts.  Instantly  the  flamea  and  aparka  began  ta  naei  my  eyea,  and  the  thought  struck 
ma  thatnoodisrwayof  eecape  waa  left  bat  to  piniwe  half  naked  through  the  blase  into  the 
water.  One  or  two  more  steps  ssiured  ma  tfaiat  ois  draadfol  alternative  was  not  yet  ar. 
rived :  I  haatily  stepped  aft,— a  lurid  light  illuminated  every  object  beyond  with  the  splen- 
dor  of  a  noon^y  sun ;  I  fancied  it  wia  the  torah  of  death,  to  point  me  and  my  fellow, 
travellers  to  the  tomb.  I  saw  no  person  on  deck ;  but,  on  casting  my  eyee  towards  the  boat 
which  was  still  hanging  on  the  larboard  quarter,  I  perceived  that  she  was  filled,  and  that 
her  stem.abeets  were  occupied  with  Isdiee.  I  flew  to  the  gangway,  and  assisted  in  lower- 
ing the  boat  into  the  water.  I  then  descended  the  steps,  with  an  intention  of  enteriog  the 
boat ;  but  perceiving  that  she  wss  loaded  deep,  and  that  there  was  a  strong  breeze  and  a 
high  sea,  I  desisted.  Tha  painter  was  aoon  cat,  and  the  boat  dropped  astern.  I  ascended 
the  steps  with  the  design  of  submittiag  myself  to  the  water  upon  a  plank ;  for  I  had  great 
aonfidence  in  my  akill  in  swimming,  and  I  acted  under  an  impression  that  the  shore  wss 
only  a  few  rods,  certainly  not  half  a  mile  distant.  Zv^Aap  of  what  would  have  been  my  as. 
tonishment,  and  probably  also  my  fats,  hsd  I  dona  asT  contemplated ;  when  die  feet  was, 
tfttt  the  steamboat  at  thia  psriad  was  in  dMbfoadest  part  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  at  Isaat 
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Aim  milN  from  vxj  land.  I  bid  lift  (he  deck  Bboot  two  hoon  belare,  end  Ob  dMi* 
hul  occuired  in  the  mean  tune.  I  looked  round  upon  the  deck  u>  tini  ■  milsMe  baud,  «c. 
•omelhlng  of  luBicienl  buoyincr,  thai  I  conld  tnul  lo  unid  lucb  mm  n  I  nn  wen  ns. 
ning.  Tbere  wu  nolhiog  large  enough  lo  deae rvc  such  conlidence  ;  I  looked  (ft  ma  dm 
tafinil,  every  ihing  there  looked  gloomy  ind  forbidding ;  I  cut  my  ef  ea  funraid,  ibe  wind 
wu  direetl]>  >)tMd,  uid  dM  flame*  were  forced,  in  tbe  moM  terrific  muiiter,  lowardi  te 
•tern,  thi«>Mniiig  vitrj  thing  in  in  range  with  inetanc  dcMiuetion.  I  dien  ibouhi  if  I. 
could  pan  tbe  middle  of  the  boat,  which  aeemsd  abo  to  be  (be  centre  of  dia  Bre,  1  nigli 
And  accuiilf  in  (Iwtdiiig  to  windwaid  an  the  bowaiml.  I  nude  tbe  allempt.  It  wm  «i^ 
The  flamea  were  an  iiuunnounlable  burier.  1  wu  obliged  to  retom  towaida  tbe  MW. 
There  wu  then  no  one  in  oght.  I  Repped  over  upon  tbe  Haiboard  aide  of  tbe  qoatlafc. 
deck.  I  ihougbl  all  wu  gone  with  me.  Ai  thai  momeai  1  uw  a  lady  coma  up  to  tka 
cabin  door;  ihe  leaned  againal  the  aide  of  it,  and  looked  wilb  a  ileadbai  ga»  aiid  dik 
iracted  air  towarda  tbe  flames ;  ehe  turned  and  disappeared  in  ihe  cabin.  It  wu  Bin.  WL 
aon,  (he  poor  unforluaate  lady  who,  afterward,  with  the  eaptain'a  aaaialance,  u  ha  iiifiainad, 
me,  cammitted  heraetf, -with  many  piercing  ahrieka  and  agoniiiog  exclamaliona,  lo  dw 
treacheroua  aupport  of  a  amall  bench,  on  the  tmubloui  boaom  of  the  take.  I  then  kMikad 
over  the  ataiboard  quarter  to  know  whether  tbe  other  boat  wu  indeed  gooe.  I  had  ih*. 
hapiMnen  to  aee  ber;  she  Kemed  to  be  full,  or  nearly  to;  one  or  two  Jamem 
atanding  on  tiie  lower  etepe  of  tbe  accommodation  ladder,  appaready  with  tbe  < 
entering  the  boat  when  she  cune  within  reach.  I  wae  determined  to  enier  her  at  an  nm^ 
and  ioiiandy  leaped  over  the  quarter  and  descended  into  ber.  I  found  her  knocking  ondv 
the  counter,  and  in  danger  ot  foundeiing.  The  aieani-veeael  atil]  continued  lo  adnaM  ' 
through  the  water:  the  waves  dashed  the  boat  with  considerable  violence  againal  her,  and 
most  of  (hoae  who  had  Bought  aafely  in  the  boat,  being  unacquainted  wlib  water  acane^ 
were  mnch  alarmed,  and  by  their  ill-directed  edbrca  were  adding  to  the  risk.  Under  ikaaa 
drcumslaneea  it  became  neceaaary  to  cut  the  faat,  which  waa  done,  and  the  boat,  and  thoat 
(hat  were  in  it,  i^era  instantly  aeeore.  All  these  incidenta  occurred  in  a  shorter  time  thai 
I  have  eorminied  in  wridng  them.  From  the  moment  of  rayfaeuiog  the  first  alarm  tn  that 
of  leaving  the  eteamboal,  wu  not,  I  am  saliafisd,  near  ten  minutes ;  I  believe  it  was  am  five." 


Viae  of  Plattsburg. 

PLATTSBiTBa,  organized  in  17S5.  Pop.  6,397.  Plattsburg,  an  incor- 
porated village  and  county  seat,  is  distant  rrom  New  York  819,  from 
Albany  164,  from  Whitehall  112,  and  from  Ogdensburg,  E.,  130  miles. 
The  accompanying  view  was  taken  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Si^ 
ranac,  about  30  rods  above  the  bridge.  The  iirst  steeple  on  the  left 
is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  the  second  the  Methodist,  the  third 
the  courtbouse,  tbe  fourth  the  Episcopal,  and  the  fifth  the  CatboLc 
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Betides  the  aboye-mentioned  public  buildings,  there  is  an  academy» 
the  Clinton  county  bank«  and  about  8(X)  buil£ngs. 

'  A  settlement  was  commenced  in  this  village  "  previous  to  the  revo* 
lution,  by  a  Count  Yredenburg,  a  German  nobleman,  who*  marrying 
a  lady  of  the  household  of  the  queen  of  England,  obtained  a  warrant 
for  30»000  acres  of  land,  which  he  located  on  Cumberland  bay, 
whither  he  removed,  although  he  did  not  perfect  his  title  by  patent  He 
built  a  large  house  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Umted  States 
Hotel  in  Plattsburg,  where  he  resided,  as  tradition  reports,  in  extraor- 
dinary luxury,  having  his  floors  covered  with  carpets,  and  his  win« 
dows  shaded  with  damask  curtains.  When  the  revolutionary  strug- 
gle commenced,  he  sent  his  family  to  Montreal,  but  remained  some 
time  after  their  departure,  and  then  suddenly  and  mysteriously  disap- 

gsared :  his  house,  and  a  saw-mill  he  had  built  8  miles  above,  on  the 
aranac, '  at  Vredenburg's  Falls,'  being  at  the  same  time  burned.  He 
was  generally  supposed  to  have  been  robbed  and  murdered  by  some 
one  covetous  of  the  money  and  plate  which  he  displayed. 

^  In  July,  of  1788,  after  the  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  settled, 

Lieut  ^since  Maj.  G^en.)  Benjamin  Mooers,  adjutant  of  Hazen's  regi- 

^   ment  of  Canadian  and  Nova  Scotia  refugees  stationed  at  Newburg, 

'     on  the  Hudson,  with  2  other  officers  and  8  men,  left  Fishkill  Landing 

».   in  a  boat,  and  by  way  of  the  Hudson,  the  portage  from  Fort  Edwara 

to  Lake  (Tcorge,  and  by  that  lake  and  Champlain,  reached  Point  au 

Roche,  9  miles  N.  of  rlattsburg,  where  he  and  bis  companions,  on 

the  10th  August,  commenced  the  first  permanent  settlement  of  th0 

county. 

**  A  company,  consisting  of  Judge  Ziephaniah  Flatt  and  others,  form- 
ed soon  after  the  war  for  the  purchase  of  military  warrants,  located 
their  warrants  on  Lake  Champlain.  In  August,  1784,  the  judge, 
Capt  Nathaniel  Piatt,  and  Capt  Reeve,  personally  surveved  ue 
Plattsburg  patent  on  Cumberland  bay,  and  laid  oS,  among  olhers,  10 
lots  of  IG^  acres  each,  to  be  given  to  the  first  10  settlers  who  came 
on  with  families.  Another  tract  of  100  acres  was  allotted  as  a  dona- 
tion to  the  first  male  child  bom  on  the  patent  Messrs.  Jacob  Ferris, 
John  Buri:e,  Derrick  Webb,  Jabez  Pettit,  and  Cyrenus  Newcomb, 
were  the  first  settlers  on  the  *gift  lots^  and  Piatt  Newcomb,  Esq., 
was  the  fortunate  first  bom  male,  but  not  the  first  child  bom  on  the 
patent ;  Mrs.  Henry  Ostrander  having  previously  given  birth  to  a 
daughter,  who  intermarried  with  a  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Chateaugua,  of 
Franklin  county.  From  this  period  the  settlement  of  the  county 
steadily  progressed. 

"  The  first  court  was  holden  at  Plattsburg  on  the  28th  day  of  Oct., 
1788,  of  which  the  following  persons  were  officers :  Charles  Piatt, 
judge ;  Peter  Saily,  Wm.  McAuIey,  and  Pliney  Moore,  assistant  jus^ 
tices;  Theodorus  VlaXt,  justice;  Benjamin  Mooers,  sheriff;  John 
Faudfrevde,  coroner;  Robert  Paul,  John  Stevenson,  Lott  Elmore, 
Lewis  Lezotte,  and  Jonathan  Lynde,  constables.  Qrand  jurVt  Cle- 
ment Goslin,  Allen  Smith,  Abner  Pomeroy,  Jonas  Allen,  Joseph 
Shelden,  Peter  Payn,  Moses  Sbper,  Edward  Everett,  Ehiathan  Rog- 
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ers,  John  Hoflbagle,  Cyrenus  Newcomb,  Melchor  Hoffindey  Stedrtn 
Cuvler,  Jacob  Ferris,  John  Ransom,  and  John  Cochran.^--6fbr«Mi?!t 
Gaz. 

Plattsburg  is  rendered  memorable  as  the  place  of  the  Tictory  of 
Com.  McE^nough  and  Gen.  Macomb,  over  the  British  naTsl  and 
land  forces,  in  Sept  1814.  The  following  account  of  the  militaiT 
movements  on  the  land  are  copied  from  the  statements  given  bjlfn 
A.  C.  Flagg  and  Gen.  St  J.  B.  L.  Skinner,  who  both  were  acton  m 
the  sconce  described. 


**  *  On  the  31ft  Aug.,  (nys  M^.  Flagg^  the  advuice  of  die  Britirii  aimymMhr  Gmu  \ 
entered  Chaiii|>laiii,  mud  encamped  on  the  north  nde  of  the  grant  Cliaz)rriv«r,jiid  on  ihni 
day  Maj.  Gen.  Mooefs  ordered  oat  the  militia  of  the  coontiea  of  CKntoo  and 
'  The  regiment  from  Clinton  co.,  under  LieuL  Coi.  Miller,  immediately  aaafmfifid,  nud  oa  ths 
9d  SepL  took  a  position  on  the  west  road  near  the  village  of  Chazy ;  and  uo  the  Sd,  OelL 
Wright,  with  auch  of  has  brigade  aa  had  arrived,  occupied  a  poaitioo  on  theanne  road,  nboal 
8  miles  in  advance  i3£  this  place.  On  the  4ih,  the  enemy  having  brought  op  hii  onia  bodhf 
to  Champlain,  took  up  his  line  of  march  for  Plattaboig.  The  i^  corpa,  ander  lieoL  CoL 
Appling  on  the  lake  road,  feU  back  as  far  as  Dead  creek,  blocking  up  the  road  in  aieh  a 
manner  as  to  impede  the  advance  of  the  enemy  as  much  as  poaaible.  llie  enemy  ndwucii 
on  the  5th,  within  a  few  miles  of  Got  Appling's  position,  and  finding  it  too  atroog  to  ntinek, 
halted,  and  caused  a  road  to  be  made  west  into  the  Beekmantown  road,  in  wfaich  the  l||kl 
brigade  under  Gen.  Powers  advanced ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  about  7  o^dodt, 
attacked  the  militia,  which  had  at  thia  time  increaaed  to  neuiy  700,  nndbr  Geo.  Mooan; 
and  a  small  detachment  of  regulars  imder  M^.  Wool,  about  7  mike  from  ifaii  place.  Afllr 
the  first  fire,  a  conaideraUe  part  of  the  mihtia  broke  and  fled  in  every  direc^on.  Many, 
however,  manfully  stood  their  ground,  and  with  the  small  corpa  of  Miy.  Wool,  bnva|y  cott. 
teated  the  ground  against  five  limes  their  ntmiber,  fidling  back  gradually,  and  oceapyl^f 
the  fences  on  each  aide  of  the  road,  till  they  arrived  withm  a  mile  of  tha  lowii,  whaa  Ihq^ 
were  reinforced  by  two  piecea  of  artillery  under  Capt  Leonard ;  and  oar  troopa  oeei|iyaif 
a  strong  position  behind  a  stone  wall,  for  some  time  stopped  the  progress  of  the  aiiamy.' 

**  At  this  point,  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  discipline  ever  eJthiUted,  waa  ahown  by  At 
British  troops  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  Cepu  Leonardo  battery  apoa  iImb.  Tha 
eompany  to  which  I  waa  attached,  formed  a  part  of  the  left  flank  of  oar  Kttla  aiBf,  Mi 
waa  on  the  riae  of  ground  west  of  the  road  leading  from  Mr.  Halsey's  eocDer  to  baae  Qm 
Platfs,  and  about  midway  between  the  artillery  and  the  head  of  the  Britah  coImboS  iidi 
the  whole  acene  was  open  to  our  view.  Here,  ^at  Hal8ey*8  comer,)  waa  a  battery  at  two 
field-pieoea,  so  perfectly  maaked  by  a  party  of  the  in&ntry,  that  the  enemy  piobab^  mHl 
not  aware  of  it,  until  it  opened  upon  him.  There  a  denae  column  of  man,  wkh  a  fiiat 
equal  to  the  width  of  the  road,  and  extending  neariy  half  a  mile  in  length,  pfiqpinf  on  ^M 
a  buoyancy  and  determination  of  spirit,  betokening  an  expectation  that  they  mom  \m  pito' 
mitted  to  walk  into  our  works  without  much  opposition.  How  aad  the  dhtgiyiimawt  M 
the  victorioua  veterans  of  so  many  bloody  fields  of  Europe !  So  perfect  waa  the  moiiav  af 
the  troops  in  marching,  that  they  aeemed  a  great  mass  of  hving  matter  moved  fay 
invisible  machinery.  Yet  I  can  now  almost  fancy  we  could  hou>  tbem  encldqf 
jokes,  and  each  claiming  for  himself  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  make  m 
the  Yankee  forta ;  when  suddenly,  with  the  noise  of  thunder,  the  soond  of  a 
booming  through  the  air.  It  aent  forth  a  round  shot  which  took  efieet  near  the  oamra  af 
the  front  platoon,  about  breast  high,  and  ploughed  its  way  through,  sweeping  aU  baftn  1^ 
the  whole  length  of  the  column ;  opening  a  space  aji^wrenily  several  feat  wide,  wHli^ 
however,  was  immediately  closed,  as  if  by  magic ;  and  on  the  cofamm  praeaed  aa  if  BOlUm 
had  happened.  A  aecond  shot  was  fired  with  the  like  efieet,  and  aimilar  cooaaqjaaMM; 
but  when  the  third  discharge  came,  with  a  shower  of  grape  diot,  there  waa  a  moaMOtaqi 
confusion.  Immediately,  however,  the  chaige  was  sounded  by  some  dooen  Britiih  bm|hl| 
which  through  the  clear  and  bland  § tmoephere  of  a  bright  September  motntog,  naa  ihi 
most  thrilling  and  spiriustirring  soimd  that  could  greet  a  aoldiei^  ears.  In  an  imi 
time,  the  men  forming  the  advance  of  the  column  had  thrown  their  knapaacka  on 
side  the  road,  and  bringing  their  piecea  to  the  chaige,  advanced  in  thrable 
aur  miniature  battmy. 

"  *  Our  troopa  being  at  length  compelled  to  retire,  contested  every  inch  of 
they  reached  the  aouth  bank  of  the  Saranac,  where  the  enan^  attempted  fo 
Ut  waa  lepobid  with  hM.    Tha  Um  of  tiia  Biiiihh  in  lidl  ikinnih,  wm  OaL 
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HidaLiMt.<f  lh*ad'Baft»Udtwo  Litiilk  of  the  58th,  kUlad ;  and  MieGqpCttd  oat 
LieuL  of  the  58ih  light  eomiMnj  wounded,  tofother  with  aboat  100  pfivatM  killed  uii 
womided,  while  dttt  oo  ov  put  did  not  eaeeed  95.  The  coipe  of  riflettien  nnder  CoL 
AppKng,  and  detnrhBMnt  undisr  Capt.  Sproal,  fell  back  from  their  position  at  Dead  ofoek 
in  time  to  join  the  alKiia  and  ngnlaia  jmt  bctoe  diey  enlerad  the  Tillage,  and  fnight  with 
their  aeeoitomed  bamtj.  The  Britiih  got  pomeaMi  of  that  part  of  the  village  north  of 
Ifae  Saranac  aboat  11  oPeloefc,  bat  die  ineemant  and  well-diiected  fire  of  our  artillery  and 
Moaketry  from  the  ferU  and  opporite  banka,  oompeUed  them  to  retire  before  night  bejrond 
the  reach  of  our  gone.'  The  bridge  in  the  Tillage  waa  defended  dnring  thk  day  by  Capt. 
Mania  I.  Aikin'a  company*  of  volonteeia,  who  were  atationed  in  the  aaw.mill  on  the  aouth 
bank  of  the  river  for  that  pvipoae.  The  enemy  airived  toward^  night  with  hia  heavy  artil. 
lory  and  baggage  on  die  lake  load,  and  eroowd  the  bMch,  where  be  met  with  a  warm  re- 
ception from  our  iow.gaUeya;  and  it  ia  believed,  aofieied  a  heavy  looa  in  killed  and  woumL 
ed.  On  our  aide,  Lient.  Onnean  of  the  navy  kxrt  an  aim  by  a  rocket,  and  3  or  4  men  were 
killed  by  the  enemy^  artillery.  The  enemy/ encamped  on  the  ridge  weat  of  the  town,  hia 
light  near  the  river,  and  occupying  an  extent  of  neariy  3  milee,  hia  left  mating  on  the  lake 
•boat  a  mile  nordi  of  the  village.  F^om  the  6th  undl  the  morning  of  the  llih,  an  almoet 
eontinual  akirmiahing  waa  kept  iq>  between  the  enemy^  piekeia  and  oar  militia  and  volun: 
toon  atadoned  on  the  river,  aiid  in  the  mean  time  both  armiaa  wen  buaily  engaged— om* 
in  atrangthening  the  worim  of  the  forti,  and  diat  of  the  enemy  in  erecting  batterieo,  coUecU 
ing  laddera,  bringing  up  Ua  heavy  ordnance,  and  making  odier  praparationa  for  attacking 
die  forta.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  a  body  of  die  enemy  nnder  Capt  Noadie,  attempted 
Id  croaa  at  the  upper  bridge  aboat  7  milea  weat  of  the  village,  ba*  were  met  by  Cape 
Tangha'a  company  o^  about  95  men,  and  conipblled  to  retire  with  the  looa  of  two  killed,  and 
eevwral  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  enemy'a  fleet  came  round  the  Head 
with  a  tight  breeie  from  the  north,  and  attacked  onia  m'hich  lay  at  anchor  in  Cumberland 
bay,  two  milea  from  ahore  eaat  of  the  fort. 

**  *  The  enemy  commenced  a  aimultaneooa  bombardment  of  our  works  from  7  batteiiea, 
from  which  aeveral  hundred  ahella  and  rocketa  were  diachaiged,  which  did  na  very  little 
ii^ury ;  and  oar  artillery  had  nearly  aucceeded  in  ailendng  them  all  before  the  conteat  on 
dM  lake  waa  decided.  « 

"  *  The  enemy  attempted  at  the  aame  time  to  throw  Ua  main  body  in  the  rear  of  the  for^ 
by  oroaring  the  river  3  milea  weet  of  die  town,  near  the  aile  of  Pike'a  cantonment.  Ha 
Mcceeded  in  eroanng,  after  a  brave  rerietanee  by  the  Emez  militia  and  a  few  of  the  Ver. 
noDt  vohmteera,  in  all  about  350,  atadoned  at  that  pkce,  who  leiind  baek  a  mile  and  • 
half  from  the  river,  continually  pouring  in  upon  them  an  inceaaant  fire  from  behind  everjr 
tree,  until  Lieat.  Sampler  brought  up  a  piece  of  artillery  to  their  anpport,  when  die  enemy 
eommenced  a  pracipitale  retreat. 

.  **  *  The  Vermont  vohmteen,  who  had  haatened  to  the  acene  of  acdon  on  the  fiiet  alarm, 
fen  upon  the  enemy'a  left  flank,  and  auoceeded  in  making  many  priaonofa,  including  3  oflicen^ 

**  *  Had  the  Brituh  remained  on  the  aouth  aide  of  the  river  30  minutea  longer,  he  moat 
have  loat  neariy  the  whole  detachment  that  croeied.  Our  loai  in  thia  aflhir  waa  five  killed 
and  eight  or  ten  wonndod,  aome  mortally. 

** '  Immediately  on  aacertaining  the  looa  of  the  fleet,  Sir  Oeorge  Prevoat  ordersd  prepara* 
tiona  to  be  made  for  the  retreat  of  the  army,  and  set  oflf  himself,  with  a  small  eaoort,  for 
Canada,  a  little  after  noon.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  with  the  artillery  and  baggfage, 
were  taken  off  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  rear  guard,  consisting  of  the  light  brigade,  atarted  at 
daybreak  and  made  a  precipitate  retreat ;  leaving  their  wounded  and  a  laige  quantity  of  pro. 
viaions,  fi^ed  ammunidon,  ahot,  shells,  and  other  public  storee,  in  the  different  places  of 
deposit  about  their  camp.  They  were  pumied  aome  distance  by  our  troops,  and  many 
priaonerB  taken ;  but  owing  to  the  very  heavy  and  inceatant  rain,  we  were  compelled  to 
ratnm.  The  enemy  loat  upon  land  more  than  1,000  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners, 
•nd  deaerterB,  while  oar  aggregate  looa  did  not  eiceed  150.' " 

The  following  account  of  the  naval  action  is  from  **  Perkins^  His- 
tmry  of  the  late  War!^ 

^  The  American  fleet,  nnder  Commodore  McDonoogh,  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay,  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  American  Unea,  and  two  milea  distent.    Oreat  eiertions  hsd  been  made 

»  wTbfa  •OMpsny  wm  ceoipand  of  yoewe  awe  id  bayi  of  tha  vUkft^  mon  of  whwn  were  nm  w  Mwt  is 
■gftaiy  daiy,  wbo  voluatearad  after  dis  adids  kod  fons  uot  on  tlie  Chssy  vosd,  oHwud  tlwir  senrieti  is 
««.  Maeomb,  w\m  iBBienid  tbair  odkr,  siaud  tbs  conpsBy  whh  ifflco,  and  oidored  thoin  to  rnisir  to  Um 

hid  ^1 of  Qm.  MosMs,  and  ispert  fcr  daiy."    11m  €a|y,toiiMld,of  tbeBmlMraortlitaMrpi 

WHO  evw  IS  yisa  of  egi* 
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by  both  parties  to  produce  a  superior  naval  force  on  this  lake ;  the  Americsai  at  Oltv 
creek,  and  the  British  at  the  Isle  aui  Nuix.     On  comparing  their  relative  atrangtli  oo  the 

1 1  th  uf  Septembeff  the  American  fleet  consisted  of  the  Saratoga,  flagship,  mountiog  91 
guns;  Eagle,  20  guns;  Ticonderoga,  17  guns;  Preble,  7  guns;  6  gallejm,  <k2  guns  eaieK, 

12  guns ;  four,  of  one,  4  guns ;  making  in  the  whole,  86  guns ;  and  830  men.  The  Btiwk 
fleet  con!<i«ted  of  the  frigate  Confiance,  flagship,  mounting  39  guns;  Linnet,  16  gum; 
Cherub,  11  guns ;  Finch,  11  guns;  five  galleys,  of  2  guns  each,  10  guns;  eight,  of  one,  d 
guns;  making  in  the  whole  95  guns,  and  1,020  men. 

**  The  British  land  forces  employed  themselves  from  the  7th  to  the  11th,  in  bringing  np 
their  heavy  artillery,  and  strengthening  their  works  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Svanar. 
Their  fortified  encampment  was  on  a  ridge  a  little  to  the. west  of  the  town,  their  rij^t  near 
the  river,  and  their  left  resting  on  the  lake,  1  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  village.  Hmving  deter- 
mined on  a  simultaneous  attack  by  land  and  water,  they  lay  in  this  position  on  the  momicf 
of  the  Uth,  waiting  the  approach  of  their  fleet.  At  8  o'clock,  the  wished^r  ships  appear* 
ed  under  easy  sail,  mo\ing  roimd  Cumberland  head ;  and  were  hailed  with  joyous  scclann. 
tions.  At  9,  they  anchored  within  300  yards  of  the  American  squadron  in  line  of  battle; 
the  Confiance  opposed  to  the  Saratoga,  the  Linnet  to  the  Eiagle ;  13  British  galloys  to  the 
Ticonderoga,  Preble,  and  a  division  of  the  American  galleya.  The  Chctnib  wsisting  the 
Confiance  and  Linnet,  and  the  Finih  aiding  the  galleys.  In  this  position,  the  weather 
being  perfectly  clear  and  calm,  and  the  bay  smooth,  the  whole  force  on  both  sides  became 
at  once  engaged.*  At  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  star, 
board  guns  of  the  Saratoga  were  nearly  all  dismantled.  The  commandant  ordered  a  ftem 
anchor  to  be  dropped,  and  the  bower  cable  cut,  by  means  of  which  the  ship  pounded  to, 
and  presented  a  tro^h  broadside  to  her  enemy.  The  Confiance  attempted  the  ssme  ope* 
ration  nnd  failed.  Thia  was  attended  with  such  powerful  effects,  that  she  was  obliged  to 
surrender  in  a  few  minutes.  The  whole  broadside  of  the  Saratoga  was  then  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Liunet,  and  in  15  minutes  she  followed  the  example  of  her  fla^i*ship.  One  of 
the  British  sloops  struck  to  the  Eagle ;  3  galleys  were  sunk,  and  the  rest  msde  iff;  no  ihip 
in  the  fleet  being  in  a  condition  to  follow  them,  they  escaped  down  the  lake,  fliers  wsi 
no  mast  standing  in  either  squadron,  at  the  close  of  the  action,  to  which  a  sail  could  bt 
attached.  The  Saratoga  received  55  round  shot  in  her  hull,  and  the  Confiance  105.  Hm 
action  lasted  without  any  cessation,  on  a  smooth  sea,  at  close  quarters,  9  hours  and  90 
minutes.  In  the  American  squadron  52  were  killed,  and  58  wounded.  In  the  British,  84 
wert;  killed,  and  1 10  wounded.  Among  the  slain  was  the  British  commandaDl,  Com. 
Downic.  This  engagement  was  in  full  view  of  both  armies,  and  of  numerous  spectston 
collected  on  the  heights,  bordering  on  the  bay,  to  wimess  the  scene.  It  was  viewed  by  the 
inhabitants  with  trembling  anxiety,  as  success  on  the  part  of  the  British  would  have  opeaid 
to  them  an  easy  passage  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  exposed  a  numerous  popolslioB 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake  to  British  ravages.  When  the  flag  of  the  C<mfiance  was  stmck, 
the  shores  resounded  with  the  acclamations  of  the  American  troops  and  citizens,  llio 
British,  when  they  saw  their  fleet  completely  conquered,  were  dispirited  and  confounded." 

**  A  short  distance  from  the  village,  are  the  ruins  of  the  cantonment  and  breastworks 
occupied  by  Gen.  Macomb  and  his  troops.  A  mile  north,  is  shown  the  house  held  by  Gen. 
Prevoet,  as  his  head-quarters,  during  the  siege ;  between  which  and  the  village  the  markj 
of  cannon^hot  on  the  trees  and  other  objects  are  still  visible.  Further  onward  about  5 
miles,  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  village  of  Beekmantown,  is  the  spot  where  a  sanguinary 
engagement  took  place  between  the  American  and  British  troops,  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  the  British  Col.  Wellington  and  several  men  of  both  armies.** — Gardtm'9  Gmt. 

The  following  inscriptions  were  copied  from  monuments  in  the 
graveyard  in  Plattsburg. 

**  In  memory  of  Gen.  Btsjkxin  Mooers,  who  died  Feb.  20,  1838.  He  serred  ss  fisit 
tenant  and  adjutant  during  the  revolutionary  war.    He  commanded  the  militia  at  the  baCdf 


*  **  1  will  mentloo  one  elrcuiurtance  for  the  purpnae  of  ahowinff  the  ftame  of  mind  In  wlilcb  the 


rrcfdvtti  coinfon  aiid  anauniiicv  from  aliove.  Otic  other  llltJ«>  Incident,  and  I  will  proceed  wMi  mtf  aalirc^ 
Durii*  the  hoacvt  part  of  the  baule,  the  hen  coop  waa  ahot  away,  when  a  cnck  eacaped  and  6ew  up  lalD  ihi 
ifnitv,  flnppitl  hla  «vinfa,  and  crowed  inoai  nwnnilly !  'llie  ■ailoraonttaidered  thb  aa  a  aur«  ooica  ntmmBem, 
and,  cliernnc  from  one  end  of  the  ahip  to  the  other,  went  to  their  work  of  denllnc  detok  to  Um  eai— y  wkk 
redoutridd  eiertioo.  The  cock  remained  in  the  nsgljig  durinf  tJie  whole  of  the  engafmait,  ewr  and  mm 
eheerinf  the  mco  on  to  a  greater  curtkio  by  Ida  clear  ihriU  voice.*'— Ocs.  8kimur*9  cecasal  iftk$  MttHktf 
FiMtUkwrg. 


coLiKiiA  oor»r». 


•fFhttriMai^  SapL  11^  iai<.    HewMth 


itii^jj; 


Ome  1^  Commodan  De^c^  of  PlMtbar^. 


[,  M  the  lldi  of  Sept,  ial4.- 

"  To  Bufc  ^  VM  whoe  dM  n 
mUy  uMiTed,  du  Mau  bv  beaa  cracMd  I7  baSieaiBMc  aacFJiUiv,  Muy  D 

Sabanac,  taken  from  Plattaburg  in  1834 ;  from  Albuiy,  X-  145 
miles.  Pop.  1^164.  Redfonf,  21  milea  KniUiwesteriy  from  Platts- 
bure,  hu  about  60  dweUiugs.  Here  are  the  exlensire  works  of  the 
Re£brd  Crown  Glass  Company.  Bakenrille  is  a  small  villa^ 
about  5  mika  NE.  frtnn  RedJbrd. 
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CoujMiiA  oocNTT,  taken  from  Albany,  tn  1786:  ita  gnatest  lengtfa 

on  the  E.  line  36,  medium  breadth  18  miles.  Centrally  distant  A', 
from  New  York  125,  from  Albany.  SE.,  34  miles.  The  surface  of 
the  county  is  considerably  diversified,  though  do  part  can  be  called 
mountainous.  Ranges  of  small  hillocks  are  interspersed  with  exten- 
sive plains  or  valleys,  and  much  of  rich  alluvion.  There  are  some 
excellent  lands,  and  much  of  the  larger  pcation  mav  be,  by  jodidous 
culture,  rendered  highly  productive.  Mature,  in  tne  tUmndanl  beds 
of  lime,  has  furnished  the  means,  as  if  by  a  special  providence,  of 
tempering  the  ci^d  and  ungrateful  constituents  of  the  clav ;  and  in 
many  places  the  lime  in  the  form  of  marl  does  not  raqoire  buming  to 
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become  a  stimulant  Scarce  any  portion  of  the  state  is  better  adapted 
to  the  raising  of  sheep,  and  the  profits  from  this  source,  already  great, 
are  yearly  increasing.  This  county  is  famed  for  the  quantity  azul 
quality  oi  its  Indian  com  Lead  and  iron  ore  are  found  in  this  county. 
It  is  divided  into  19  towns.     Pop.  44,237. 

Ancram,  originally  named  Gallatin,  and  taken  from  Livingston  in 
1803  ;  from  ^bany,  S.,  51,  centrally  distant  S.  E.  from  Hudson  21 
miles.  Pop.  1,769.  The  Ancram  Iron  Works  operate  quite  exten- 
sively in  castings  and  bar  iron  from  the  celebrated  ore  of  Salisbury,  in 
Connecticut.     Ancram  is  a  small  village  near  the  W.  line  of  the  town. 

AusTEBUTZ,  taken  from  Hillsdale,  Canaan,  and  Chatham,  in  1818; 
surface  hilly  and  mountainous.  Pop.  2,090.  Spencertown,  15  miles 
NE.  of  Hudson,  and  Green  River,  are  small  villages. 

Canaan,  organized  in  1788 ;  bounds  since  altered.  Canaan  Cor- 
ners 24,  Canaan  18  miles  NE.  from  Hudson,  and  Red  Rock  are 
small  settlements.  The  surface  of  the  town  is  mountainous,  with 
some  fertile  valleys.    Pop.  1,957. 

Chatham,  taken  from  Canaan  and  Kinderhook  in  1795.  Pop. 
3,650.  Chatham  Four  Comers,  on  the  Albany  and  Hartford  and  the 
Hudson  and  New  Lebanon  roads,  is  a  small  settlement,  20  miles  S£L 
of  Albany  and  14  NE.  from  Hudson.  Chatham,  North  Chatham, 
New  Concoic,  and  ••■••   ^— ..•"  •••  are  post-offices. 

Claverack,  organized  in  1788.  Pop.  3,053.  This  name  is  derived 
from Klauver-rack literally  Clover-reach;  so  called  in  its  early  settle- 
ment from  the  immense  fields  of  clover  which  abounded  here.  Cla- 
verack post  village,  4  miles  E.  of  Hudson,  was  the  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county,  from  1787  to  1806,  when  it  was  removed  to  Hudson.  It 
is  a  beautiful  village,  and  contains  about  60  dwellings.  Churchtown, 
Smoky  Hollow,  and  Centreville  are  small  villages.  This  country  was 
settled  at  a  very  early  period  by  the  Dutch.  The  following  extracts 
from  ancient  newspapers,  show  that  difficulties  between  the  land- 
lords and  tenants  are  not  confined  to  our  time. 

Tb  the  fnrinter  of  the  New  York  Gazette,  dated  May  20th,  1766. 

Sir, — For  many  month*  past  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  uneaaineai  and  riotov 
behavior  of  the  tenants  upon  several  of  the  large  manors  of  this  govemmenL  And  u 
these  disorders  have  risen  to  a  very  great  and  dangerous  height,  and  the  causes  of  f hem 
variously  spoken  of,  and  not  well  understood,  (some  imputing  the  fault  to  the  landJordi, 
and  others  the  tenants,)  it  is  surprising  that  more  care  has  not  been  taken  to  set  the  whole 
affair  in  a  clearer  light ;  which,  besides  that  it  might  tend  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
diflfercnce,  would  dispose  the  public  to  join  in  discountenancing  the  blameable  puty,  and 
obtain  redress  for  the  injured.  On  tne  one  hand,  it  seems  strange  that  the  landlord!  ahouid 
draw  upon  themselves  so  much  trouble  and  vexation,  so  much  UUwill  and  opposilioD  horn 
their  tenants,  unless  the  matters  they  insist  on  are  just  and  reasonable,  and  of  very  great 
importance.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  equally  strange  that  the  tenants  should  take  such 
desperate  steps,  and  haiard  the  ruin  of  their  families,  the  loss  of  property,  and  even  life 
itself,  unless  their  grievances  are  of  the  moat  insupportable  kind,  and  such  as  it  ■  wona 
than  death  to  bear.  If  these  matters  were  explained  by  an  impartial  narratiTe,  it  woiild»  I 
believe,  do  service  to  the  parties  and  oblige  ihe  public,  dtc.  A.  Bl 

ExtraeUfrom  letter*  from  CUmeraek,  near  Albany,  dated  June  97di,  1766. 

**  For  some  months  a  mob  has  frequently  assembled  and  ranged  the  eaatem  pert  ef  Ae 
manor  of  Rensselaer.  Last  week  they  appeared  at  Mr.  Livingston's  with  some  prafOMb 
10  him ;  but  he  being  froui  home,  they  returned  to  Mr.  Renaselaei^  ton's,  tboot  tw^nlea 


COLUMBIA   COUNTT.  115 

from  ClaTenck,  where,  not  finding  him  at  home,  thef  need  tome  imnlting  wonh,  tnd  left 
a  message  for  Mr.  Rensselaer,  that  if  he  did  not  meet  them  next  day  at  their  reodesroiis,  thej 
would  come  to  him.  On  the  96th,  the  sheriff  of  Albany,  with  150  men  under  his  com- 
mand,  went  to  dispene  the  rioten,  who  were  assembled  it  is  supposed  to  the  number  of  60 
in  a  house  on  the  manor.  On  the  sheriif  s  advancing  to  the  house  they  fired  upon  him, 
and  shot  off  his  hat  and  wig,  but  he  escaped  unhurt— many  shots  were  exchanged  on  both 
sides.  Of  the  milida,  Mr.  Cornelius  Tenbrook,  of  Claverack,  was  killed,  and  seven 
wounded.  Of  ihe  rioten,  three  were  killed  (two  of  whom  were  the  ringleaderB)  and  many 
wounded,  among  whom  was  Capt.  Noblfe  (one  of  the  chief  instigators)  in  the  back.  The 
riuters  retreated  to  CapL  Noble's  house,  where  they  formed  a  bresjiiwurk,  and  did  not  quit 
the  house  till  the  sherifiPs  party  left  the  place.  He  afterward  went  to  Poughkeepsie  to  get 
assietance  from  the  regulars  to  disperse  the  whole ;  but  the  regulars  were  gone  to  Pender, 
graft's  house,  on  Philip's  Patent,  in  Dutchess  county. 

"  We  hear  from  Fredericksburg,  in  Dutchess  county,  that  on  Saturday  last,  ss  a  party  of 
regulars  stationed  there,  under  the  command  of  Msjor  Brown,  were  crossing  a  bridge,  they 
were  met  by  about  33  of  the  rioters,  who  were  going  to  join  Pendeigraft,  their  chitfs 
party — a  skirmish  ensued,  whereon  two  of  the  regulan  were  wounded,  and  it  is  supposed  a 
much  greater  number  of  the  rioters,  who  generally  dismounted  and  fled  to  the  cornfields 
and  bushes,  leaving  some  of  their  horses  and  guns,  which  were  taken,  and  one  prisoner. 
Several  more  were  taken  that  night.  The  next  evening  they  sent  a  flag  of  truce  wi  h  50 
followers,  who  were  all  lodged  m  the  meeting-house,  and  the  next  day  several  more  parties 
came  in.  Pendergraft's  wife  was  gone  to  persuade  her  husband  to  accept  of  the  governor's 
mercy,  as  were  many  more  wives  of  the  rioters.  We  hear  of  no  lives  lost.  It  was  reported 
that  300  of  the  rioters  lodged  at  Quaker  Hill,  intending  to  attack  the  regulars  on  the  13th 
uIl"  [How  many  uneasy  moments  must  such  of  these  tenaibU  regulara  feel,  who  are  pur. 
suaded  that  they  are  employed  to  support  In  Equrrr  7] 

Fnm  the  New  York  GaxetU,  daUd  November  10th,  1768. 

**  On  Saturday  last,  the  great  cause  between  the  Crown  and  Mr.  John  Van  Rensselaer 
was  ended.  It  was  tried  by  a  struck  jury,  and  came  on  before  the  Hon.  Justice  Jone?,  on 
Tuesday  the  95th  of  October,  and  continued  (with  evening  adijoummentB  by  the  consent 
of  parties)  until  the  5th  inst.  The  suit  was  for  intrusion  upon  the  crown  lands,  to  try  the 
limits  of  that  part  of  the  old  Renssclaerwick  manor  and  estate  called  Claverack.  It  was  pro. 
moted  by  certain  reduced  oflicers  upon  a  supposition  that  there  was  a  great  unpatented 
vacancy  between  the  manor  of  Renssclaerwick  and  Livingston,  and  the  patents  of  Kinder, 
hook  and  Westenhook,  and  carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  crown.  There  never  was  a 
trial  in  this  colony  so  solemn,  important,  and  lengthy.  The  counsel  spent  about  eleven 
hours  in  suiirniiiig  up  the  evidence :  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Dunne,  and 
Mr.  Kiaeam,  were  of  the  counsel  for  the  crown ;  and  Mr.  Smi'h,jr.,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Smith  conducted  the  defence.  The  judge  was  clear  in  his  charge  upon  the 
construction  of  the  old  patent  in  the  Rensselaer  family,  and  the  jury  in  two  hours  agreed 
on  their  verdict  for  the  defendant.  ....  This  estate  was  attached  upon  the  same  princi. 
plfs,  by  certain  petitioners  a  few  years  ago ;  but  their  petitions  wore  dismissed  by  the  gov. 
emor  and  council,  in  the  administration  of  Gen.  Monckton,  on  the  20th  October,  1762." 

Clermont,  organized  in  1788 ;  from  Albany,  S.,  43  miles.  Pop. 
1,231.  Clermont,  12  miles  S.  of  Hudson,  is  a  small  post  village.  It 
was  the  ancient  seat  of  the  Livingston  family,  and  the  residence  of 
Chancellor  Livingston,  the  well-known  patron  of  Fulton,  who  named 
his  first  American  steamboat  the  "  Clermont.'*  The  following  biogra- 
phical sketch  is  extracted  from  the  Encyclopaedia  Americana. 

**  Robert  R.  Livingston,  an  eminent  American  politician,  was  bom  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  November  27th,  1746.  He  was  educated  at  King's  Culiege,  and  graduated 
in  1765.  He  studied  and  practised  law  in  that  city  with  great  success.  Near 
the  commencement  of  the  American  revolution  be  lost  the  office  of  recorder,  on  ac 
count  of  his  attachment  to  Uberty,  and  was  elected  to  the  firat  genera]  congress  of  the 
colonies ;  was  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Declaration  of  Independence ; 
in  1780,  was  appointed  secretary  of  foreign  afiiiin;  and  throughout  the  war  of  the  revolu. 
tion,  signalized  himself  by  his  teal  and  efficiency  in  the  revolutionary  csuse.  At  the  adop. 
tion  of  the  constitution  of  New  York,  he  was  appointed  chancellor,  which  office  he  held 
imtil  he  went,  in  1801,  to  France,  as  minister  i^enipotentiary,  appointed  by  President  Jef. 
ierson.    He  was  received  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  than  fixat  consul,  with  marked  respect  and 
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aordiality,  iad  during  »  rendenoe  of  several  yean  in  the  French  capital,  the  chancellor  ap. 
peered  to  be  the  favorite  foreign  envoy.  He  conducted,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  uego. 
tiation  which  ended  in  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  took  leave  of  the  ml 
consul,  (1804,)  and  made  an  extensive  tour  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  On  his  return 
from  Paris,  Napoleon,  then  emperor,  presented  to  him  a  splendid  snufilboz,  with  a  minia. 
tore  likeneasof  himself,  (Napoleon,)  painted  by  the  celebrated  Isabey.  It  was  in  Paris  iliat 
he  formed  a  fiiendship  and  close  personal  intimacy  with  Robert  Fnlton,  whom  he  materially 
assisted  with  counsel  and  money,  to  mature  his  plan  of  steam  navigation.  In  1805,  Mr. 
Livingston  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  thenceforward  employ^  himself  in  promoting 
the  arts  and  agriculture.  He  introduced  into  the  state  of  New  York  the  use  of  gypsum, 
and  the  Merino  race  of  sheep.  He  was  president  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  fine  arts, 
of  which  he  was  a  chief  founder.  He  died  March  26th,  1813,  with  the  reputation  of  an 
able  statesman,  a  learned  lawyer,  and  a  most  useful  citizen.** 

CoPAKE,  taken  from  Taghkanic  in  1824;  from  Albany,  S.,  57 
miles ;  from  Hudson,  SE.,  16  miles.  The  town  is  part  ot  the  Liv- 
ingston manor.  Pop.  1,505.  The  eastern  part  of  this  township  is 
mountainous ;  on  the  western  border  is  Copake  lake,  which  covers 
about  600  acres,  and  embosoms  an  island  of  about  20  acres,  which 
has  been  the  residence  of  members  of  the  Livingston  family. 

Gallatin,  taken  from  Ancram  in  1830;  from  Hudson,  SE.,  15 
miles.     Pop.  1,645. 

Germantown,  organized  in  1788 ;  from  Albany,  S.,  89,  and  from 
Hudson,  S.,  12  miles:  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  German  or 
East  Camp.  Pop.  968.  There  are  three  landings  on  the  Hudson. 
In  June,  1710,  seventy  of  the  palatines  sent  out  by  Queen  Anne  set- 
tled on  this  spot,  then  part  of  Livingston  manor.  In  1725,  pursuant 
to  an  arrangement  between  George  I.  and  the  proprietor,  this  tract 
was  granted  by  letters  patent  to  the  persons  belonging  to  East  Camp, 
as  the  settlement  was  called,  in  trust  to  appropriate  40  acres  for  the 
use  of  a  church  and  school,  and  to  divide  the  rest  equally  among  the 
inhabitants.  The  settlement  first  commenced  by  three  small  lodges, 
or  dorfs,  the  German  word  for  village,  named  respectively  after  the 
supenntendent  of  each,  as  Weiser's  Dorf,  Kneiskenis  Dorf,  &c. 

Ghent,  taken  from  Claverack,  Kinderhook,  and  Chatham  in  1818. 
Population  2,557.    Ghent  is  a  small  village,  10  miles  NE.  of  Hudson. 

Greenport,  recently  formed  from  Hudson.    Pop.  1158. 

Hillsdale  was  organized  in  1788;  centrally  distant  14  miles  E. 
of  Hudson.  Pop.  3,470.  Green  river  and  Hillsdale  are  post-offices. 
Unhappy  disputes  relative  to  titles  to  land  in  this  town,  long  agitated 
the  inhabitants,  and  several  lives  were  lost  in  the  controversy  before 
it  was  finally  settled  by  arbitration. 

Hudson,  the  capital  of  Columbia  county,  is  situated  on  the  E.  bank 
of  Hudson  river,  116  miles  from  New  York,  29  from  Albany,  and  28 
from  West  Stockbridge,  Mass.  Lat  42*^  14'  N.,  long.  14'  E.  from 
New  York.  The  city  is  finely  situated  on  an  elevation  of  about 
50  feet  above  the  Hudson,  the  western  part  of  which  is  a  bold  cliff 
or  promontory  projecting  into  the  river,  more  than  60  feet  high. 
The  principal  part  of  the  city  is  built  on  a  street  one  mile  long,  ex- 
tending in  a  straight  line  from  the  foot  of  Prospect  Hill,  to  the  prom- 
enade on  the  extremity  of  the  cliff  Nearly  all  the  streets  intersect 
each  other  at  right  angles,  except  near  the  river,  where  they  confiym 
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to  the  shape  of  the  ground.  The  promenade  at  the  western  extrem- 
ity, and  fronting  the  principal  street,  commands  a  beautiful  view  of 
the  river,  the  village  of  Athens  opposite,  the  country  beyond,  and  the 
towering  Catskill  mountains.  The  bay  south  of  the  city  is  locked  in 
by  a  lofty  eminence,  anciently  termed  Rorabuck,  now  called  Mount 
Merino,  in  consequence  of  there  being  a  sheep  farm  established  here 
some  years  since.  The  city  contains  5  churches — 1  Presbyterian,  1 
Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Universalist.  There  is  an 
academy,  a  number  of  classical  schools,  the  Hudson  Lunatic  Asylum, 
a  private  hospital  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  lunatics,  1  bank,  and 
3  printing-offices.  An  elegant  courthouse  has  been  recently  erected. 
Water  is  brought  in  subterranean  pipes  from  the  foot  of  Becraft's 
mountain  for  the  use  of  the  city.     Pop.  5,671. 

Hudson  was  founded  in  1783,  by  enterprising  men  of  property 
from  Rhode  Island  and  Nantucket,  of  the  names  of  Jenkins,  Paddock, 
Barnard,  Coffin,  Thurston,  Greene,  Mintum,  Lawrence,  and  others,  in 
all  thirty  persons.  About  twenty  of  this  company,  in  the  early  part  of 
1783,  sailed  up  the  Hudson  to  find  some  navigable  situation  on  which 
to  commence  a  new  settlement.  They  selected  and  purchased  the  site 
on  which  the  city  now  stands,  which  at  that  time  was  occupied  as  a 
farm,  with  a  single  store-house  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  In  the  fall 
of  this  year,  two  families  arrived  and  commenced  a  settlement  In  the 
spring  of  1784,  the  other  proprietors  arrived,  bringing  with  them  seve- 
ral  vessels;  they  were  soon  followed  by  other  emigrants  from  the  east- 
ward. Between  the  spring  of  1784  and  that  of  1786,  there  were  150 
dwelling-houses  erected,  besides  wharves,  warehouses,  shops,  bams, 
<kc.,  and  several  works  connected  with  manufactures ;  and  the  pop- 
ulation had  increased  to  1,500  persons.  In  1795,  Mr.  Ashbel  Stod- 
dard removed  from  Connecticut,  established  a  printing-office,  and 
issued  a  weekly  paper,  the  "  Hudson  Gazette." 

Hudson  was  incorporated  a  city  in  1785.  At  this  period  about 
twenty-jive  vessels  were  owned  in  the  place,  which  were  mostly  em- 
ployed in  the  West  India  trade ;  a  few  were  engaged  in  the  whale 
and  seal  fishery,  which  was  carried  on  with  considerable  success,  and 
Hudson  rapidly  increased  in  wealth  and  population.  During  the  rev- 
olutionary struggle  in  France,  and  the  long  protracted  war  in  Europe, 
such  was  the  demand  for  neutral  vessels,  and  such  the  high  prices  of 
freight,  that  the  vessels  owned  here  were  engaged  in  the  carrying 
trade.  This  trade  was  not  long  enjoyed,  for  British  orders  in  council 
and  French  decrees  swept  many  of  them  from  their  owners.  Other 
losses  followed  by  shipwreck,  and  the  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and 
the  war  which  succeeded,  almost  finished  the  prosperity  of  Hudson. 
The  city  was  a  port  of  entry  till  1815.  The  immense  losses  at  sea 
produced  much  embarrassment  and  many  failures,  and  kept  the  place 
in  a  state  of  depression  for  a  considerable  period.  From  this  de- 
pression it  is  gradually  and  steadily  advancing.  The  Hudson  and 
Berkshire  railroad  proceeds  from  this  city,  across  the  route  of  the 
New  York  and  Albany  raiLroad*  31  miles  to  the  west  line  of  Maitap 
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chusetts  at  West  Stockbrldge,  whence  it  is  continued  for  two  nvle% 
till  it  unites  with  the  great  western  railroad  of  that  state. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from 
monuments  in  the  graveyard  in  this  place : 

"  To  the  memory  of  Wiluam  Howakd  Allen,  lieutenant  in 
the  U.  S.  Nary,  who  was  killed  in  the  act  of  boarding  a  piratical 
■chooner  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  near  Matanzas,  on  the  9th  of 
November,  18S2,  JE  33«-William  Howard  Allen.  Hia  remains, 
first  buried  at  Matanzas,  were  removed  to  this  city  by  the  U. 
S.  government,  and  interred  under  the  direction  of  the  Conu 
roon  Council  of  this  city,  beneath  this  marble  erected  to  his 
honor  by  the  citizens  of  his  native  place,  1833.  William  How. 
ard  Allen  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  July  8,  1790 ;  ap. 
pointed  a  midshipman  in  1801,  and  a  lieutenant  in  J  811 ;  took 
a  conspicuous  part  in  the  engagement  between  the  Aigus  and 
Pelican  in  1813,  and  was  killed  while  in  the  command  of  the 
U.  S.  schooner  Alligator. 


*'  Pride  of  his  country's  banded  chivalry. 
His  fame  their  hone,  his  name  their  batde  cry, 
He  lived  as  mothers  wish  their  sons  to  live, 
He  died,  as  fathezs  wish  their  sons  to  die.** 

AlUn^t  Mmmrnent 

**  In  memory  of  John  Milton  Mann,  M.  D.,  who  wsa  drowned  erotting  the  Hod. 
son  from  this  city  to  Athens,  August  34,  A.  D.  1809,  aged  43  yean.  This  monument  'm 
erected  as  a  token  of  their  love  by  his  bereaved  wijfe  and  children.  Doctm"  Mmm  was 
bom  in  Attlebury,  Massachussetts ;  he  was  educated  at  Bro¥rn*s  University  in  Piovideooe, 
Rhode  Island ;  and  came  to  reside  in  Hudson,  A.  D.  1800.  This  city  is  indebted  to  Um 
for  the  introduction  of  vaccine  innoculadon,  though  here  as  elsewhere,  the  pUlantkropie 
enterprise  was  obliged  to  contend  against  prejudice  and  misrepresentation.  The  Comma 
Coimcil  of  Hudson,  of  which  body  he  was  a  member,  voted  that  they  would  attend  his  fo. 
neral  and  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  thirty  days  on  account  of  their  respect  for  his  chir- 
acter,  and  their  regret  for  his  loss.  Here  are  laid  the  remains  of  one  whom  society  re- 
spected  and  his  kindred  loved.  He  was  a  wise  scholar,  a  skilful  physician,  a  kind  husband 
and  father,  and  a  sincere  Christian.  Deeply  is  he  bewailed.  Few  men  of  his  time  pos- 
sessed a  mind  more  happily  turned  to  the  acquisition  of  science,  or  exhibited  more  per. 
spicuously  patience  and  vigor,  than  Doctor  Maim.  Alas !  just  as  his  faculties  had  become 
mature,  and  society  had  leamed  their  value — just  when  in  the  prime  of  bodily  and  meatai 
manhood,  with  his  honors  thickening  upon  him,  death  struck  him  down.  But  let  not  iiw 
fidel  grief  regard  his  mind  as  having  been  cultivated  or  his  knowledge  accumulated  in  vain; 
for  so  he  was  enabled  to  enter  the  future  life  with  enlarged  capacitiea  of  ei^jojmient,  with 
more  worthy  vievra  of  his  own  nature  and  deatiny,  nith  a  clearer  apprehension  of  hi« 
heavenly  Fatii£]i*s  will,  and  with  added  incitement  to  constant  obedience.  We  will  boC 
muum,  then,  as  they  who  have  no  hope." 

KiNDERHooK  was  Organized  in  1788  ;  the  surface  of  the  town  is  di- 
versified, soil  gravelly  clay  of  sandy  loam,  and  generally  well  culti- 
vated. Pop.  3,512.  This  place  was  settled  at  an  early  period  by 
some  Dutch  and  Swedish  families.  Its  name  is  of  curious  origin,  and 
signifies  childreiCs  corner^  or  point ;  so  called  from  the  number  of 
children  belonging  to  a  Swedish  family  that  anciently  lived  on  a  point 
of  land  about  nali  a  mile  above  the  present  upper  landing.  Several 
of  their  descendants  are  now  living  of  the  fourtn  and  fifth  generation. 
Valatie  is  a  large  manufacturing  village  in  this  town,  14  miles  N.  of 
Hudson,  at  the  junction  of  the  Valatie  and  Kinderbook  creeks.  ■  It 
contains  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Lutheran  churchy  8  mer- 
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cantile  itorai,  SOO  dmllingB,  and  1,700  inhabitants.  Kifiderfaook 
Tinase  on  the  old  post-nMA  to  Aibsc^,  IS  N.  of  Hudson,  fi  E.  frott 
the  river,  and  SO  muei  S.  from  Albany,  ia  finely  utuated  on  a  ba«it»- 
ful  level  plain.  Ifanr  of  the  dwellinsi  have  Bpacious  yarda  and 
sardeni  decorated  wiu  ahrubbery ;  and  ^ves  of  trees  intenpened 
here  and  there  give  thia  place  a  pleoaing  aspect  There  are  several 
churcnes,  an  academy  in  high  repute,  ami  uioiit  00  dwellings. 


BirtKpbux  ef  PnwUknt  Van  Aims,  f  uufertooi. 

The  above  is  a  representation  of  the  honte  in  which  Martin  Vao 
Buren,  recently  president  of  the  United  States,  was  bom.  It  is  situ- 
ated about  60  rods  E.  of  the  central  part  of  the  nllue^  near  the 
banks  of  the  cre^  It  was  at  that  time  occui^ed  by  his  ntber,  Abra- 
ham Van  Buren,  as  a  tavern,  and  the  town  meetings  of  former 
days  were  held  within  its  walls.  Originally  it  had  a  gable  roof  with 
two  attic  windows,  in  Dutch  style ;  and  tne  small  building  seen  on 
the  right  stood  in  the  rear  and  was  used  as  a  kitchen.  On  a  beam  m 
the  cellar,  cut  rudely  with  a  penknife,  are  the  initials,  &L  V.  fi ;  a 
memento  of  the  president's  youthful  days. 

The  following  epitaph  of  president  Van  Buren'sbrotfaer  WBSCO]ried 
from  a  tablet  in  the  new  graveyard,  about  three  fourths  of  i  mile  N. 
of  the  village. 

"  In  memory  of  Ajkasui  A.  Vas  Buwr,  who  died  U  HudaoD,  Oct.  80&,  IBJS,  in  lb* 
49th  yev  of  hiB  tge.  He  tud  besn  for  many  yein,  uid  wwbI  the  lime  of  hii  death,  wai. 
fogmia  ofiba  conniy  of  Colnmbia ;  udbytnaiilennuidintegn^iMeDndiuiimnlraipect 
■ad  eeloem.    Faiee  be  lo  hie  uhea." 

LrviNoBToif  was  organized  in  1788.  Glenco,  S  miles  SE.  from 
Hudson,  and  Johnstown,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  3,684. 

"  LiTingeton  nwnor  or  lordiMp,  oripniDy  eoaaioed  ifaat  tnct  whkh  now  compoM*  the 
towna  ai  LdTingMon,  Ttf^Uumie,  Cci|i«k«,  Ancnm,  Oalktin,  Cletmoni,  and  Oennaoiown 
It  wugTuied  by  ibe  Eofbib  gOTemmMt,  while  America  wMscalimy,  to  Robert  Living 
ton,  who  had  been  Mme  yean  ntlled  in  thia  country  and  who  waa  n.  msmber  of  the  Mt. 
Ui  hing^  conndL  TUi  eonilnad  of  Mnral  diMinGi  cranta  made  in  (be  yaua  16&i,  1G85, 
.  .^.  .  .«.  tMabU  to  an  ■rrufamait  with  Qnean  Anne,  the  propielor  con. 
6,000  acne  adjomku  tla  Hndaoo  from  the  8E.  put  of  the  manor, 
1,  wbo  had  aetnd  in  aai  aimiaa,  and  wen  now  driven  from  Get- 
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toMDj  by  (he  French  tnay,  Tim  Inct  conatitnled  the  towulup  of  Qcnnutowi.  la  1114  > 
new  grani,  or  granl  and  canGrmuion,  woe  mute  of  the  maaur  to  the  arigiral  piofcieur, 
uid  erected  inio  ■  lordship,  wiih  the  um&l  privilege!  and  royiliin  at  lb*t  da^  tnnaxed  to 
baroniea.  He  wu  (uihomed  to  conatitule  a  Court  Biran,  and  appoint  [he  officei*  tfaenof ; 
and  the  manor  lenania  were  entitled  to  elect  a  member  to  the  lepsliiiva  anemblf  for  ikc 
muiOT,  and  without  loeinf  their  votaa  in  the  coiuity  eleciioiu,  which  pririlege  they  eici- 
ciaed  onii]  the  revolution." 

New  Lebanon  was  taken  from  Canaan  in  1818.  Lebanoo  Springs 
Tillage  is  25  miles  from  Albany,  33  NE.  from  Hudson.  There  are  here 
about  35  dwellings,  and  several  taverns  for  the  accommodation  of 
visiters  at  the  spring.  The  spring  is  ten  feet  in  diameter  and  fotir 
deep,  and  discharges  water  sufficient  to  turn  several  millt  near  its 
source.  The  water  is  taxteless,  inodorous,  and  toAt  and  ii  deemed 
beneficial  in  internal  obstructions,  salt-rheum,  and  cetaneoui  aflec- 
tions  generally.  The  place  is  much  resorted  to  for  health  and  amuse- 
ment The  surrounding  country  is  salubrious  and  mctureBque.  New 
Lebanon  ii  a  small  aetUement,  one  mile  and  a  half  SILof  theapriog. 


Shaker  Buildingt  in  New  Lebanon. 

New  Lebanon,  Shaker  village,  called  by  its  inhabitants  the  Tillage 
of  the  "Millennial  Church,"  is  two  and  a  half  miles  S.  of  the  apfin^ 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Taghkanic  mountain,  and  contains  about 
six  hundred  inhabitants.  The  annexed  view  shows  one  of  their 
dwellings  (containing  a  family  of  ISO  persons,)  and  their  meeting- 
house, which  was  erected  in  1823.  This  place  of  worship  is  some- 
what snngular  in  its  construction.  It  is  eigiity  feet  long  by  sizty-fiTe 
wide,  all  in  one  room,  without  beams  or  pUlars,  having  a  domical  not 
covered  with  tin ;  and  a  porch  thirty-four  by  twenty-seven  feet,  roofed 
and  covered  the  same  way.  The  building  is  of  wood,  but  tbe  ftuada- 
tion  and  flights  of  steps  are  of  marble. 

"  This  edifice,"  says  a  visiter,  "  stands  in  a  beautiful  grasa  plal,  in 
the  centre  of  the  village.  There  are  no  seats  in  the  house,  exoBptfiv 
spectators  of  their  worship.  Their  stone  walls  and  other  fenoet  an 
constructed  with  the  utmost  regularity  and  precision,  aad  their  0l» 
posts  arc  of  massive  marble  columns,  of  many  tons  wdg^t  They 
manufacture  a  great  variety  of  articles  for  sale,  which  are  rnnarka- 
bic  for  their  neatness  and  durability  -,  and,  in  idiort,  their  fanaa,  dteir 
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gaxtlenfly  their  manu&ctoriet»  and  houtet*  all  exhibit  the  pfeaiing  eflbcta 
of  indiutry  and  rural  economy.  Indeedt  they  are  one  independent 
Gonununitv ; — Ihetr  property  is  all  held  in  common,  and  *  nowhere,* 
fays  Professor  Silliman,  '  in  any  community,  can  the  moralist,  the 
philosopher,  or  the  statesman,  see  such  a  demonstration  of  the  power 
of  industry  and  economy/  They  cheerfully  pay  their  proportion  of 
the  public  taxes,  and  share  all  the  burdens  of  government  except  the 
bearing  of  arms,  which  they  deem  to  be  unlawful.  They  never  ask 
charity  for  any  purpose,  but  always  have  hands  and  hearts  to  give. 
We  were  conducted  through  the  whole  establishment  in  every  de- 
partment Their  internal  domestic  arrangement  is  excellent  Their 
standing  motto  seems  to  be,  to  save  time  and  labor,  and  all  their  va- 
rious machines  and  utensils  are  constructed  to  this  end.  We  visited 
their  extensive  dairy,  their  washing-house,  mills  and  manu&ctories, 
all  of  which  evinced  the  most  consummate  skill  and  nicety.  We  also 
visited  their  school,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  hearty,  rosy- 
cheeked,  and  contented  children,  from  eight  to  fifteen  years  of  age. 
They  underwent  a  very  creditable  examination  in  the  various  branches 
of  astronomy,  ^prammar,  reading,  spelling,  arithmetic,  dtc.,  and  gave 
us  the  most  satisfactory  proof  that  they  are  not  trained  up  in  igno- 
rance. ....  As  far  as  our  observation  extended,  they  are  as  wiUing 
to  let  oUiers  think  for  themselves,  as  they  are  to  cherish  their  own 
peculiarities ;  and,  surely,  if  they  are  tolerant  we  should  not  be  in- 
tolerant They  are  indeed  a  most  singular  people,  but  they  have 
many,  very  many,  excellent  qualities.  They  are  plain  in  tlieir  de- 
portment and  manners,  close  though  honest  in  their  dealings,  but  kind, 
oenevolent,  and  hospitable  ;  and  they  remember  and  trieasure  up 
every  kindness  shown  to  them.  In  short,  they  are  inofifensive,  quiet, 
and  valuable  citizens ;  and  notwithstanding  the  idle,  and  even  abomi- 
nable stories  that  have  been  put  forth  against  them,  after  close  ob- 
servation for  many  years  past,  it  is  our  deliberate  conviction  that  amon^ 
themselves  they  strictly  live  up  to  their  professions,  and  that  their 
conduct  and  morals  are  irreproachable."* 

The  society  own  about  2,000  acres  of  land  in  this  town,  and  about 
half  as  much  more  in  Hancock,  Mass.,  the  adjoining  town.  Within 
a  few  years  after  ^  Mother  Ann,"  as  she  is  usually  called,  made  an 
establishment  at  Neskayuna,  (see  WaUrvliet,  p.  55,)  another  was  be- 
gun at  New  Lebanon,  which  is  now  the  principal  Shaker  establish- 
ment in  the  state.  Their  religious  tenets  must,  of  course,  necessarily 
affect  the  order  of  their  societies,  by  producing  an  entire  separation 
of  the  men  from  the  women. 

The  leading  characteristic  in  the  worship  of  this  people,  is  their 
dancinff.  This  they  describe  as  the  involuntarv  result  of  the  exhiiirat- 
ing  and  overpowering  delight  received  through  the  outpouring  of  di- 
vine grace  upon  their  hearts.  The  evolutions  and  changes  in  the 
dance,  by  constant  practice,  become  as  precisely  correct  as  the  man- 
ceuvres  of  a  regiment  of  experienced  soldiers ;  it  becomes  in  fact  a 
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mechanical  movement.  No  one  ever  makes  a  mistake,  or  throws  the 
rank  in  disorder  from  inattention  or  inexperience  ;  but  every  thing  is 
conducted  in  the  most  exact  order,  as  if  every  step  and  movement  oi 
the  body  was  directed  by  a  gauge  and  rule.  Dances  are  sometimes 
held  in  private  houses,  when  variations  are  frequently  introduced. 
On  some  occasions  it  is  said  their  movements  are  so  rapid,  that  the 
eye  can  scarce  follow  or  keep  pace  with  their  swift  motions. 

"  The  principal  doctrines  of  the  Shakers  are  a  belief  in  the  second 
appearance  of  Christ  in  the  person  of  the  holy  mother.  They  admit 
•of  but  two  persons  in  the  Godhead,  God  the  Father,  and  God  the 
Mother,  which  they  say  is  according  to  the  order  of  nature,  being. 
male  and  female.  To  relieve  the  depraved  race  of  man,  they  believe 
that  it  became  necessary  for  God  to  take  upon  him  the  real  character 
of  human  nature  as  it  is,  male  and  female,  and  that  his  first  appear- 
ance was  in  the  person  of  man,  and  the  second  in  the  person  of  wo- 
man, whereby  the  work  of  redemption  was  finished  and  completed. 
The  confusion  and  wickedness  that  prevailed  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
during  the  long  period  which  preceded  and  followed  the  reformation, 
they  ascribe  to  the  work  of  reclemption  not  being  completed  in  Christ's 
first  appearance,  it  being  the  necessary  period  that  must  intervene 
between  the  making  and  fulfilment  of  the  promise  of  Christ,  that  he 
would  establish  his  law  of  righteousness  on  earth.  They  believe  in 
perfect  holiness,  and  insist  that  salvation  from  sin  here  is  necessary 
to  salvation  from  misery  hereafter.  They  regard  the  Bible  as  a  tes- 
timony of  Chrisf  s  first  appearance,  but  deny  tSat  it  contains  the  word 
of  God,  or  of  life,  as  they  consider  a  belief  in  the  second  appearance 
of  Christ,  or  in  the  spiritual  character  and  mission  of  the  holy  mother, 
as  indispensable  to  salvation." 

Stockport,  so  named  from  Stockport,  England,  the  native  place  of 
Mr.  Wilde,  the  proprietor  of  the  mills  at  Columbiaville,  was  taken  firom 
Hudson,  Ghent,  and  Stuyvesant,  in  1833.  The  Claverack  and  Kin- 
derhook  creeks  unite  near  the  centre  of  the  town.  In  breaking 
through  the  high  bank  of  the  river,  these  streams,  within  three  miles, 
have  several  falls  which  amount  to  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet, 
and  this  water-power  has  given  rise  to  the  several  flourishing  manu- 
facturing villages  named  below.  Columbiaville,  vca  miles  N.  of  Hud- 
son, has  very  extensive  cotton  factories,  and  about  forty-five  dwell- 
ings. The  Hudson  rive^  Seminary  is  located  here.  The  print  toorfa 
for  printing  calicoes,  were  established  fourteen  years  since,  by  J«...<'  • 
Marshall  &  Co.,  and  employ  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  hands. 
There  are  in  this  vicinity  about  seventy  dwellings.  Chitteiiden's 
Falls  are  seven,  and  Springville  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Hudson. 
At  Glencadia,  on  the  Kinderhook  creek,  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
Hudson  ritv,  there  are  two  falls  amounting  to  about  seventy  feet,  on 
which  are  situated  extensive  cotton  factories.     Pop.    1814. 

Stuyvepant  was  taken  from  Kinderhook  in  1828.  Stuyvesant  or 
Kinderhook  Landing,  on  the  Hudson,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
miles  N.  of  New  York,  five  W.  from  Kinderhook,  twenty  S.  of  Al- 
bany, and  contains  about  fif^y  dwellings.     Pop.  1,946. 
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Tashkamio,  takn  froin  UTingiton,  in  1833,  by  tlu  Dftme  of  Gnm- 
get  i  name  and  bointdj  •Ince  altere<}.  It  ia  rate  of  the  towiu  of  Utt 
mgflton  maoor,  ud  liaa  SE,  of  Hudaon  fiApen  milei.    Pop.  1,TM. 


CORTLAND  COUNTY. 

CoKTLAND  coimrr,  taken  from  OnoodagK  in  1606,  and  named  in 
honor  of  Gen.  Pierre  Van  Cortiandt,  who  wat  a  large  landholder 
here:  centrally  diitant  NW.  trom  New  York  200,  and  from  Al- 
bany, W.,  145  mile*.  Thii  county  forms  part  of  the  high  contra) 
section  of  the  state.  It  has  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  northem 
and  Bouthem  waters  across  its  northern  and  western  borders.  It  is 
consequently  elevated.  Its  surface  is  composed  of  easy  hills  and 
broad  valleys,  giving  it  a  gently  waving  and  diversified  aspect  Ths 
soil  is  generally  a  gravelly  loam,  rich  and  productive.  This  county 
comprises  four  whole  and  two  half  townships  of  the  tract  granted  1^ 
the  state  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  and  is  settled  chiefly  by 
emigrants  from  the  eastern  states.  Pop.  34,605.  It  is  divided  into 
11  towns. 

CiNciNHATUB,  taken  from  Solon  in  1804 ;  W.  from  Albany  181. 
from  Cortland,  SE.,  19  miles.  Pop^  1,801.  Cincinnatiis,  the  post 
village,  contains  about  80  dwellings. 

CoaTLARDvnxK,  taken  from  Homer  in.  1630 ;  148  miles  from  Al- 
bany.   Pop.  8,700.    The  following  view  shows  the  piincipal  public 


PitbHc  bitildingM  in  Cortiandville. 

buildings  in  the  village.  The  first  buUding  on  the  right  is  the  Meth- 
odist church,  the  second  the  AowJemT.  the  thurd  the  Presbyterian, 
the  fourth  the  Baptiat,  and  the  last  tne  Universalist  church.    Tha 


IM  COKTLAND  COUNTT. 

courthouse  is  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  The  Tillage  » 
pleasanlly  situated  and  laid  out  in  regular  squares.  There  arebere 
two  weekly  newspaper  offices  and  about  120  dwellings,  s(»ne  of  them 
splendid,  with  neat  door-yards  adorned  with  trees,  shrubbery,  &c.  &c. 
McGrawsville,  a  smalt  village,  is  4  miles  E.  from  Corllandvllle.  South 
Cortland  and  Port  Watson  are  post-offices. 

The  following  epitaph  was  copied  from  a  monument  in  the  grav^ 
yard  at  Cortlandville. 

"  In  tatmarf  of  Martha  Merrick,  wife  of  David  Merrich,  who  died  ApriJ  f),  1S31,  in  du 
GSd  year  of  ber  age.  Stae  had  passed  the  Jaei  33  yean  of  her  life  in  ihii  lown  and  HonMr, 
having  been  among  the  iint  wttlen  in  this  couniy.  She  departed  thi>  life  in  ibe  full  &idi 
of  a  bJeaaed  Sariour.     She  lived  leapected  ind  died  regrfltted." 

Fbebtown,  taken  from  Cincinnatus  in  1616 ;  from  Albany  140,  and 
from  Cortland,  S£.,  10  miles.  Freetown  Comers  is  a  small  village, 
and  Freetown  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  949. 

HouEK,  organized  in  1794.  The  township  is  level;  the  aoil  a 
sandy  and  clav  loam.  Pop.  3,572.  Homer  village,  the  largest  in 
the  county,  is  beautifully  situated  upon  a  plain,  upon  the  W.  bank  of 
the  Tioughnioga  river  ;  from  Albany  138  miles,  40  N.  from  Oswego, 
80  S.  from  Syracuse,  24  N.  from  Cortland  village.  The  following 
view  shows  on  the  right  the  Episcopal  church,  the  building  next  is 


PubHc  buildiTig§  in  Homer, 

the  Academy,  the  third  the  Presbyterian,  the  fourth  the  Methodist, 
and  the  fifth  the  Baptist  church.  The  Cortland  Academy  is  a  highly 
flourishing  institution,  having  a  collection  of  philosophical  apparatus 
and  a  cabinet  of  minerals.  The  public  builaings  are  upon  a  square 
of  6  acres.  The  village  was  incorporated  in  1S25,  and  has  about  300 
buildings. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  an  ioscription  on  a  mcKiument  in  tha 
graveyard  in  thu  village. 

"Sit.  Euainu  W^un,  wiabomai  TauDiOD,  Han.,  Fab.  Tth,  I76D;  mdaatid  U 
Bmn^  CoU«^  BbgUa  Hud,  8ap(.  M,  UOS.    laimi  ilw  dptnh  in  DWMlB.  Mm, 
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Jan.  31, 1805»  WM  oidoMd  and  iiMlined  PMor  of  tii»  eb^  DM 

Juiw  4tii,  1830.  TUi  monnmwm  it  anctad  ^u  aflacikmata  paopla  aa  tha  Ital  *fi*imiMy 
of  raepect  to  thafr  baioved  paicoc.  Rot.  BIr.  Walkar  aattlad  ovar  Urn  eboreh  whan  it  eon. 
■BtadofSSiMiiibaB.  Amiittad  daring  tw  namvej  481.  Laft  whan  ba  diad  440.  Har. 
ing  andad  im  labon  aad  aalltd  vpoii  God,  Mying  Laid  Jaaua  raoMfo  mf  spirit,  hi  M 
aalaap. 

Maeathoic ,  originally  named  Harrison ;  taken  from  Cincinnatus  in 
1818;  from  AJbcm^  145,  and  from  Cortland,  SE.,  15  miles.  Pop. 
1,063.  Marathon  is  a  small  village  about  4  mUes  from  the  county 
line,  on  the  south. 

Feeble,  taken  from  Tully  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  188,  from  CotU 
land,  N.,  10  miles.  Preble,  a  small  post  village,  is  seven  miles  N.  of 
Cortland.     Pop.  1,247. 

Scott,  taken  from  Preble  in  1815;  fix)m  Albany  146  miles.  The 
surface  of  the  township  is  broken  by  ridges  of  huls  running  N.  and 
S.,  with  valleys  of  good  land.  Pop.  1,8^  Scott  Centre,  post  vit- 
iate 10  miles  NW.  of  Cortland,  has  about  20  dwellings. 

%oLON,  organized  in  1708;  from  Albany  140,  from  Cortland,  E., 
10  miles,  ^lon  and  East  Solon  are  post-offices.  Pop.  2,811.  This 
township  has  a  soil  of  good  quality,  and  the  inhabitants  have  been 
much  engaged  in  rearing  cattle. 

Teuxton,  taken  from  Solon  and  Fabius  in  1808;  linuts  since 
changed ;  from  Albany  128,  NE.  from  Cortland  12  miles.  Pop. 
8,658.  Truxton  village,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  has  about  40  dwellings.    Cuyler  is  a  post-office. 

VrkGiL,  organized  in  1804 ;  from  Albany  148,  from  Cortland,  S^ 
6  miles.    Virffil  and  Hartford  are  small  post  villages.    Pop.  4,501. 

WiLLBT,  talen  from  Cincinnatus  in  1818 ;  from  Albany  187,  fixxn 
Cortland,  SE.,  17  miles.  Pop.  870.  This  is  a  hilly  township  and 
but  thinly  settled. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Delawasb  oountt,  formed  from  Ulster  and  Otswo  eoanties  in  1797, 
is  centrally  distant  from  New  York  via  CattskQI  166,  SW.  from 
Albany  77  miles.  Greatest  length  NE.  and  SW.  60 ;  greatest  breadth 
SE.  and  NW.  37  miles. 

The  county  has  a  broken  and  diversified  surface — ^from  the  rugged* 
lofty,  and  barren  mountain  side  .and  summit,  to  the  subsiding  hiU  and 
the  high  and  low  plain,  with  the  rich  valley,  and  the  low  and  fertile 
alluvion.  Its  climate  is  subject  to  sudden  and  great  changes  of  tem- 
perature, yet  not  unfriendly  to  health  and  longevity.  It  is  principally 
watered  by  the  northeastern  sources  of  the  Delaware,  a  large  navi- 

¥ible  river  of  Pennsylvania,  on  which  stands  the  city  of  Philadelnhia. 
he  east  branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  another  large  stream  of  renn- 
sylvania»  farwB  a  part  of  tbo  northeastern  boundary,  as  does  the  Del^ 
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aware  a  part  of  its  southwestern.  The  Cookquago  branch  of  the 
Delaware,  or  the  true  Delaware,  as  it  ought  to  be  called,  nms  nearlr 
centrally  through  the  county  from  NE.  to  S W. ;  the  Popacton  bnmck 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  this,  a  short  distance  to  the  sooth'  of  it 
These  streams  with  their  branches,  and  many  smaller  streamSt  tpvead 
plentifully  over  the  whole  county,  and  supply  a  vast  profiiaon  of  fine 
sites  for  mills.  The  quality  of  the  soil  is  as  various  as  the  jarfuew 
On  the  upland  there  is  a  larse  proportion  of  chocolate-ooldied  kmm^ 
and  the  valleys  and  alluvial  flats  have  a  rich  mould.  The  wholamiir 
be  pronounced  a  good  country  for  farming,  well  watered  bf.  KmD 
springs  and  rivulets.  The  heavy  trade  of  this  county  fidkiMlL^ta 
course  of  its  lumber,  which  goes  in  rafts  by  the  Delawve  uiifJWk 
quehannah  rivers  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore ;  while  oonsidMrtUe 
traffic  is  carried  cm  with  the  towns  on  the  Hudson,  to  whicbtlMV 
are  turnpikes  in  various  directions.  The  value  of  the  wild  kuMb  in 
the  county  is  from  two  to  three  dollars  an  acre,  and  the  impfoved 
lands  in  the  valleys  average  about  30  dollars,  while  those  <m  tne  hills 
are  worth  about  5  dollars  the  acre.  West  of  the  Mohawk  branch 
of  the  Delaware,  the  county  was  divided  into  several  patents ;  but 
east  of  it  was  included  in  the  Hardenbur^h  patent  In  1768,  WiUiaiOi 
John,  Alexander,  and  Joseph  Harper,  with  eighteen  others,  obtained 
a  patent  here  for  22,000  acres  of  land,  and  soon  after  the  Harpers 
removed  from  Cherry  Valley,  and  made  a  settlement  which  wis 
called  Harpersfield,  but  which  was  broken  up  by  the  Indians  and 
tories  during  the  revolutionary  war.  About  one  quarter  of  the  county 
b  under  improvement    Pop.  82,083.    The  county  has  18  towns. 

Andes,  taken  from  Middletown  in  1819 ;  fix)m  Albany  90,  coitraUy 
distant  SE.  frx)m  Delhi  16  miles.  Shavertown  and  Andes  are  post- 
offices.  This  town  and  Bovina  were  principally  settled  by  the  Scotch. 
Pop.  2,176. 

boviNA,  taken  from  Middletown,- Delhi,  and  Stamford,  in  1820; 
distant  froifi  Albany  89,  from  Delhi  centrally  situated  E*  10  miles. 
Bovina  and  Fish  Lake  are  post-offices.    Pop.  1,408. 

CoLCHESTEa,  taken  fix)m  Middletown,  part  of  Ulster  county,  in 
1792 ;  bounds  since  reduced ;  frmn  Albany  91,  from  Delhi  S.  21 
miles.  Colchester  and  Popacton  are  post-offices.  Pop.  1,607.  The 
surface  is  hilly,  somewhat  mountainous.  The  settlements  are  jMrinci- 
pally  on  a  branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  which  passes  through  the 
town. 

Davenpoet,  formed  in  1817  ;  from  Albany  05,  from  Delhi  centraOy 
situated  N.  1 1  miles.  Davenport,  West  Davenport,  and  Davenport 
Centre,  are  postroffices.    Pop.  2.054. 

Delhi,  taken  from  Middletown,  Kortwright,  and  Walton,  in  I79i| 
area  since  much  reduced ;  from  Albany  77,  west  from  Cattsldll  Mb 
from  Kingston  67  miles.    Pop.  2,555. 

The  foUowine  view  of  Delhi  village,  the  county  seat,  was  takeaoi 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Delaware.  This  village  was  incorporaladfi 
1821.  The  building  with  a  steeple  seen  on  the  extreme  right  k  a 
fcctoiy   <ht  wfirt  near  the  oentn  of  the  view  ii  thai  irf*  ihm  Efi^ 
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Eastern  vieio  of  Delhi  Village, 

eopat  church,  the  om  to  the  left  the  Fresb^teiiui,  and  the  capolu 
are  respectirely  those  of  the  Courthoiue,  Jait,  and  Academy.  11m 
academy  here,  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Shefdierd,  ii  in* 
corporated  and  flourishing,    lie  village  contains  about  100  dwdlisga. 


JDelaware  Literary  Imtitute,  JVoiUftn. 

FaAnux,  taken  from  Harpenfield  whilst  part  of  Otsego  county,  in 
1792 ;  area  since  much  altered.  It  was  settled  in  1T85.  Pop.  S,02S. 
Fnnkltn  village  is  pteasantly  atuated  16  miles  W.  from  Ddhi,  80 
from  Kingston,  and  flO  S.  of  Utica,  and  ocntains  1  Presbyteriao,  1 
Baptist,  and  1  Methodist  church,  and  about  500  inhabitants.  *  The 
Delaware  Literary  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1636.  The  build- 
ing is  of  stone,  86  feet  long,  48  wide,  and  4  stories  high.  It  contains, 
bMides  roomi  to  accommodate  80  nude  students,  a  chapel,  two  re- 
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citation  rooms,  and  one  for  apparatus.  Cost,  includinff  ^  nte,  VIJBWL 
It  has  a  chemical,  a  philosophical  apparatus,  and  aubrary.  It  is  di» 
rected  by  a  board  of  24  trustees.  It  has  a  male  and  female  depaiV 
ment,  and  five  teachers  are  employed  in  instruction.  Rev.  Silas  Fitdi 
is  principal,  and  Merit  Piatt  lecturer  and  instructer  in  natural  science. 
It  has  110  students.  The  moral  influence  and  pecuniary  advantages 
it  afibrds  are  considered  highly  favorable."  East  FrankUn  and  NOTtk 
Franklin  are  post-offices. 

Hamdbn,  tiuken  from  Walton  and  Delhi  in  1835 ;  from  Albany  85^ 
from  Delhi,  SW.,  8  miles.  Hamden  is  a  nnall  poit  village  on  the 
Delaware.    Pop.  1,469. 

Hancock,  a  large  and  somewhat  mountainous  towoship^  was  tabp 
from  Colchester  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  120,  and  from  Delhi  ceatnliy 
distant  SW.  27  miles.  Hancock,  East  Branch,  Bloomfield,  Planliiia, 
and  Partridge  Island  are  the  post-offices.  Pop.  1,027.  The  intMbi- 
tants,  who  are  principally  engaged  in  lumbering,  are  chiefly  settled 
upon  the  Popacton  branch  of  the  Delaware. 

Harpersfield,  organized  m  1788  as  part  of  Montgomery  county; 
bounds  since  much  reduced ;  from  Albany  62  miles.  It  has  a  moun- 
tainous surface.  Pop.  1,696.  Harpersfield,  18  miles  NE.  of  DeUo, 
and  West  Harpersfield,  are  small  post  villages.  North  Harpersfield 
is  apost-office. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  Mr.  CampbelFs  interesting  and 
valuable  work  entitled  "  Annals  of  Tryon  County :" 

**  In  1768,  William,  John,  Alexander,  and  Joaeph  Harper,  with  eigfaleeB  odier  indifidsilib 
obtained  a  patent  for  twenty.two  thooaand  acrea  of  land  Ijring  in  £e  now  caantf  of  Dtk. 
ware.  The  Harpers  renored  from  Cherry  Valley  aoon  after,  and  made  a  wtdeBMBt  tima 
which  waa  called  HarpMsfield.  lliia  aettlement  had  bflflim  to  flonriah  at  liie  cobomm^ 
ment  of  the  war.    CoL  John  Harper  had  the  mmmand  of  one  of  liie  Ibrta  in  Seholttiti 

The  following  account  of  a  auccesifiil  enterpriae  of  Col.  Htt^,  waa  fiiinkfcad  by  Af 
ReT.  Mr.  Fenn,  who  receiTed  the  information  mm  hnn.  Ha  innniied  ma  that  in  the  yiar 
1777,  he  had  the  command  of  the  fort  in  Schoharie,  and  of  aU  tba  frontiar  atatioaa  is  dii 
region.  He  left  the  fort  in  Schoharie,  and  came  out  through  the  wooda  to  Ifaipiiiiialil  ii 
the  time  of  making  augar,  and  from  thence  laid  hia  courw  for  Cbany  Valleiy  to  iutaajgrti 
the  state  of  thinga  there ;  and  aa  he  waa  ponuiog  a  blind  kind  of  Indiaa  inil«  and  waa  a^ 
cending  what  an  now  called  Decatur  Hilis,  he  cast  his  eye  forward  and  aaw  a  gn^jf  y  of 
men  coming  directly  towards  him,  who  had  the  appaarance  of  Indiana.  Ha  knew  that  if 
he  attempted  to  flee  from  them  they  would  ahoot  hun  down  \  he  reaolviad  to  ad^anea  lisM 
up  to  them,  and  make  the  bett  ahift  for  himaelf  he  could.  Aaaoon  as  be  eaaia  near  magk 
to  discern  the  white  of  their  eyea,  he  knew  die  head  man  and  aaveial  ocheia ;  tha  bead 
man's  name  waa  Peter,  an  Indian  widi  whom  Col.  Harper  had  often  traded  at  Oqa^go  ba> 
fore  the  rcTolution  began.  The  colonel  had  his  greatcoat  on,  ao  that  hia  regimentab  wan 
concealed,  and  he  waa  not  recognised ;  the  first  word  of  addreaa  of  CoL  Harpai^  waiy 
*  How  do  you  do,  brothers  7*  T^s  reply  waa,  *  Well— how  do  yon  do,  bcodier  T  WUdk 
way  are  you  bound,  brother  7*  *  On  a  aecret  expedition :  and  which  way  are  yoa  bovd, 
brothers  7*  *  Down  the  Suaquehannah,  to  cut  off  the  Jobnaton  aettlement.'  (Paiaon  M» 
aton  and  a  number  of  Scotch  frmiliea  had  settled  down  the  Suaquehannah,  at  wkst  ii 
now  called  Sidney's  Plains,  and  these  were  the  people  whom  they  were  abont  to  tonoTi) 
Says  the  colonel,  *  Where  do  you  lodge  tOijiight  V  *  At  the  mouth  of  Scheoevai  oaas,' 
waa  the  reply.  Then  shaking  handa  with  them,  he  bid  them  good  speed,  and 
hie  journey. 

**  He  had  gone  but  a  little  way  fitmi  them  before  he  took  a  cireuit  dnmq^  tha 
distance  of  eight  or  ten  milea,  on  to  the  head  of  Charlotte  rirer,  where  were  a 
men  making  sugar ;  ordered  them  to  take  their  anna,  two  dayiP  pronBoaB,  a 
rum,  and  a  rope,  and  meet  him  down  the  Charlotte,  at  a  small  clearing  talltd  ~ 
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tt  a  ceitim  hour  that  afternoon ;  then  rode  with  ail  apeed  tfarougfa  the  woodi  to  Harpeia- 
field ;  collected  all  the  men  who  were  there  making  sugar,  and  being  armed  and  YictuaUedt 
each  man  with  his  rope  laid  his  comae  for  Charlotte  ;  when  he  arrived  at  Evans^  place  he 
found  the  Charlotte  men  there,  in  good  apirita ;  and  when  hfi  mustered  his  men,  there  wera 
fifteen,  including  himself^  exactly  the  same  number  aa  there  were  of  the  enemy ;  then  the 
colonel  made  hu  men  acquainted  with  his  enterprise. 

**  They  marched  down  the  river  a  Uttle  distance,  and  then  bent  their  courae  acroaa  th« 
hill  to  the  mouth  of  Schenevas  creek ;  when  they  arrived  at  the  brow  of  the  hill  where 
they  could  overlook  the  valley  where  the  Schenevas  flows,  they  cast  their  eyes  down  upon 
the  flat,  and  discovered  the  fire  around  which  the  enemy  lay  encamped.  *  There  they 
are,'  said  Col.  Harper.  They  descended  with  great  stillness,  forded  the  creek,  which  was 
breasuhigh  to  a  man ;  after  advancing  a  few  hundred  yards,  they  took  some  refreshment, 
and  then  prepared  for  the  contest-ndayhght  was  just  beginning  to  appear  in  the  east 
When  they  came  to  the  enemy,  they  lay  in  a  circle  with  their  feet  towards  the  fire,  in  a 
deep  sleep ;  their  arms  and  all  their  iniplements  of  death,  were  all  stacked  up  according  to 
the  Indian  custom  when  they  lay  themselves  down  for  the  night :  these  the  colonel  se. 
cnred  by  carrying  them  off  a  distance,  and  laying  them  down ;  then  each  man  taking  lus 
rope  in  his  hand,  placed  himself  by  his  fellow ;  the  colonel  rapped  his  man  softly,  and  aaid^ 
'  Come,  it  is  time  for  men  of  business  to  be  on  their  way ;'  and  then  each  one  aprang  upon 
his  man,  and  after  a  most  severe  struggle  they  secured  the  whole  of  the  enemy. 

**  After  they  were  all  safely  bound,  and  the  morning  had  so  far  advanced  that  they  could 
discover  objects  distinctly,  says  the  Indian  Peter,  *  Ha !  Col.  Harper  I  now  I  know  thee— 
why  did  I  not  know  thee  yesterday  7*  *  Some  policy  in  war,  Peter.*  *  Ah,  me  find  em 
so  now.'  The  colonel  marched  the  men  to  Albany,  delivered  them  up  to  the  commanding 
officer,  and  by  this  bold  and  well^zecuted  feat  of  valor  he  saved  the  whole  Scotch  settle, 
ment  from  a  wanton  destruction. 

**  Early  in  the  spring  of  1780,  a  party  of  tories  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Brant^ 
destroyed  Harpersfield.  The  inhabitants  had  generally  left  the  place ;  but  a  few  of  the 
men  were  at  the  time  engaged  in  making  maple  sugar.  Nineteen  were  taken  prisoners, 
and  several  killed.  A  consultation  was  held  in  the  Indian  language  in  presence  of  the 
prisoners  relative  to  a  contemplated  attack  upon  the  upper  fort,  in  Schoharie ;  the  Indiana, 
satisfied  with  the  booty  and  prisoners  already  obtained,  were  unwilling  to  risk  any  thing 
in  an  uncertain  expedition ;  some  of  the  tories  represented  the  pfan  as  promising  success, 
and  advised  the  Indians  to  kill  the  prisoners,  that  they  might  not  be  encumbered  with  them. 
Brant  came  up  to  Capt.  Alexander  Harper,  one  of  the  prisoneis,  and  drawing  his  sword, 
asked  him  if  there  were  any  troops  in  the  fort ;  saying  his  life  should  be'taken  if  be  did 
not  inform  him  correcdy.  Harper  knew  enough  of  the  Indian  language  to  have  learned 
the  subject  of  the  foregoing  conversation,  and  immediately  answered  that  it  was  well  gar. 
risoned,  believing  that  they  would  all  be  killed  should  he  answer  differently.  Another  pris. 
oner,  not  knowing  the  determination  of  the  Indians,  and  fearing  their  vengeance  should  the 
falsehood  be  detected,  stated  truly  that  there  were  few  if  any  troops  m  the  fort.  Harper 
insisted  that  his  statement  was  true ;  he  was  believed,  and  they  returned  to  Niagara.  The 
last  night  of  their  journey  they  encamped  a  short  distance  ft-om  the  fort.  In  the  morning 
the  prisoners  were  to  run  the  gauntlet.  Harper,  knowing  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  to. 
wards  him,  and  fearing  they  might  take  his  life,  requested  Brant  to  interfere  and  protect 
him,  which  he  promised  to  do.  The  Indians  arranged  themselves  in  two  paraOel  lines, 
lacing  inward,  with  clubs  and  whips  in  their  hands. 

**  Harper  was  selected  first ;  he  was  a  tall,  athletic  man,  and  on  the  fint  signal  sprang 
from  the  mark  with  extraordinary  swiftness.  An  Indian  near  the  end  of  the  Tine  fearing 
he  might  escape  with  little  injury,  stept  before  him ;  Harper  struck  him  a  blow  with  his  fist,  and 
then  sprin^ng  over  him,  ran  towards  the  fort ;  the  Indians,  enraged,  broke  their  ranks  and 
followed  bim.  The  garrison,  who  had  been  apprised  of  the  movements  of  the  Indians, 
were  upon  the  walls  when  they  saw  Harper  approaching ;  they  threw  open  the  gate,  and 
he  rushed  in,  when  they  immediately  closed  it  It  was  with  difficulty  they  could  keep  the 
Indians  back.  The  other  prisoners  took  different  courses  and  got  into  the  fort  without 
passing  through  this,  if  not  fiery,  yet  bloody  ordeal.*** 

*  "  Winiam  Harper  wss  an  active  meailper  of  the  provincial  eongraw.  and  after  Uw  war  wat  aeveral 
tknes  a  member  of  the  atate  legnlature.  Wtien  Otaego  counur  was  fomj*^,  be  wan  appointed  one  of  the  aa* 
ilstant  Judgea,  William  Cooper,  Eao^  beim  fliai  judge.  He  lived  to  a  treat  a^e,  and  died  a  few  year*  alnce 
at  Milfnrd,  in  OiMgo  eountv,  retaining  to  tlw  *aac  that  rtioiig  deirire  for  mfomiatinn  which  had  characterized 
Wa  public  life.  Col.  John  Harper  died  in  HarpersAeld,  and  Alexander  and  Joaepb,  mwii  arler  tlie  war,  ob- 
tained a  grant  of  tome  hwd  in  the  wt«tem  pan  of  the  atate  of  Ohio,  whither  th^  removed.  The  quiet  of 
tba  country,  and  the  approach  of  civilisailoB,  wu  not  congenial  to  th<-m.  They  preferred  tJM  life  of  a  bo^ 
r,  and  aouflit  it  aoM  the  boimdiws  foresiB  wUeb  Umo  eovvcd  that  beautiful  atate.** 

17 
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KoETKiGHT,  organized  as  part  of  Otsego  county  in  1798 ;  finom  At 

bany  68  miles.  Bloomville,  7  miles  NE.,  and  Kortright  14  miles  from 
Delhi,  are  small  villages.  South  Kortright  and  North  Kortright  are 
names  of  post-offices.     Pop.  2,442. 

Masonville,  taken  from  Sidney  in  1811;  from  Albany  105,  and 
from  Delhi  NW.  centrally  distant  24  miles.  Pop.  1,420.  Thia  town 
contains  great  quantities  of  pine,  and  lumbering  is  the  principal  oo- 
cupation  of  its  inhabitants. 

Mereuith,  taken  from  Franklin  and  Kortright  in  1800 ;  firom  Al- 
bany 77,  and  from  Delhi  centrally  situated  N.  8  miles.  Meredith 
and  West  Meredith  are  small  settlements.  Pop.  1,640.  Dr.  Dwight, 
in  his  journey  to  the  Niagara  Falls  in  1804,  passed  through  this  town. 
He  says :  "  Meredith  is  in  the  fullest  sense  a  new  settlement.  In  the 
year  1800  it  contained  only  213  inhabitants,  and  in  the  year  1810, 
726.  Peculiar  efforts  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Law  to  introduce  into 
this  township  sober,  industrious,  virtuous  settlers.  In  this  manner  he 
has  probably  secured  its  prosperity,  both  moral  and  physical,  for  a 
century.     Since  the  date  of  my  journal,  the  inhabitants  have  built  an 

academy,  in  which  they  assemble  for  public  worship From 

the  house  of  Mr.  Law,  a  handsome  mansion  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
the  prospect  stretches  to  the  south,  over  a  valley  ultimately  bounded 
by  mountains  at  the  distance  of  thirty  miles ;  and  to  the  north,  over 
another  valley  which  extends  ten  miles.  The  hill  which  limits  the 
northern  prospect  is  covered  with  a  magnificent  growth  of  white 
pines  ;  one  of  which  having  fallen  down  was  measured  by  Mr.  Law, 
and  was  found  to  be  two  hundred  aTid  forty-seven  feet  in  length.  .... 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  next  generation  may  never  see  a  white 
pine  of  the  full  size,  and  may  record  an  exact  account  of  this  noble 
vegetable  production  as  a  mere  fable." — DwigMs  Travels^  voL  4. 

MiDDLETowN,  taken  from  Rochester  and  Woodstock  as  part  of  Ul- 
ster county,  in  1789 ;  area  since  much  reduced ;  settled  by  emigrants 
from  New  England,  and  by  Scotch,  Dutch,  Irish,  and  German  emi- 
grants; from  Albany  79,  from  Delhi  centrally  situated  SE.  20  miles. 
Middletown,  Ashville,  Colesville,  and  Halcottsville,  are  post-offices. 
Pop.  2,608. 

KoxBURY,  taken  from  Stamford  in  1799;  area  since  altered;  pez^ 
manently  settled  by  New  England  emigrants  in  1790;  from  Al- 
bany 63  miles.  Roxbury,  formerly  called  Beaver  Dam  village,  and 
Mooresville,  28  miles  E.  of  Delhi,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  3,004. 

Sidney,  taken  from  Franklin  in  1801 ;  from  Albany  100,  and  firom 
Delhi,  NW.,  24  miles.  Sidney  Plains,  Sidney,  and  New  Road,  are 
post-offices.  Near  here  is  a  locality  called  •*  the  Beaverdam,"  where 
there  are  the  timbers  remaining  of  a  dam  constructed  by  the  beaven 
which  flooded  30  or  40  acres  of  land.     Pop.  1,720. 

One  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  town  was  Timothy  Beach,  oriffinaDy 
from  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut  At  the  close  of  the  revolutionaij 
war,  Mr.  Beach,  with  his  son,  a  lad  of  about  12  years,  proceeded  in> 
the  Hudson  river  to  Cattskill,  and  from  thence  struck  across  the  wit 
deruess  to  Wattle's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred 
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Being  considered  dangerous  to  penetrate  that  distance  without  a 
guide,  they  procured  the  services  of  an  Indian  conductor.  Bfr. 
Beach  selected  his  farm  near  Wattle's  ferry,  on  the  Susquehannah, 
then  in  a  wilderness  state,  since  known  as  the  Ketchum  farm.  He 
then  returned  through  the  same  woods,  carrying  his  boy  on  his  horse 
behind  him,  till  he  arrived  in  Connecticut  On  November  11th,  1784. 
Mr.  Beach  with  his  family  went  up  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  con- 
tinued their  journey  till  they  arrived  at  Otsego  lake,  the  head  waters 
of  the  Susquehannah.  Here  they  left  their  teams,  as  the  road  pro- 
ceeded no  further,  put  their  effects  on  board  of  a  batteau,  and  ghded 
gently  down  the  lake,  a  distance  of  nine  miles  to  its  outlet,  where  they 
encamped  in  the  open  air,  on  the  spot  where  the  villa^  of  Coopers- 
town  is  now  built.  On  the  third  day  after  leaving  tnis  place,  Mr. 
Beach  arrived  at  his  farm,  on  which  was  a  small  clearing,  having  a 
log  house  in  a  ruinous  state,  in  the  centre.  It  appears  that  the  place 
had  belonged  to  a  Scotchman  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  the 
revolutionary  war. 

*'  The  shortness  of  time,**  says  Mr.  Priest,  (in  a  pamphlet  giving  an  account  of  the  advan. 
tures  of  this  family,)  **  between  their  arrival  here  and  the  setting  in  of  winter,  prevented  the 
building  a  larger  and  a  better  log  house.  During  this  winter  they  became  experimentally 
acquainted  with  cold,  hunger,  and  a  variety  of  sorrows,  known  only  to  the  pioneers  of  an 
entire  new  country.  Money  was  of  but  little  use,  as  food  was  not  to  be  bought  where 
there  was  none  for  sale,  as  scarcely  any  as  yet  had  been  produced.  There  were  but  five 
families  in  the  whole  community,  who  having  come  in  the  spring  of  the  same  season,  had 
not  tlierefore  had  time  to  raise  but  little,  consequently  food  of  any  kind  was  scarcely  to  be 
found  among  them.  To  procure  it  fiY)m  a  distance  was  also  extremely  difficult,  there  being 
no  settlement  where  it  could  be  had,  nearer  than  old  Schoharie,  a  distance  of  about  seventy 
miles,  to  which  place  at  that  time  the  road  was  not  much  better  than  none  at  all.     . 

"  This  dreadful  winter  at  length  passed  away,  and  with  it,  in  a  measure,  their  sufferings ; 
as  by  this  time  they  had  learned  of  the  Indians  how  to  catch  fish,  which  abounded  in  the 
river,  coves,  and  creeks  of  the  country.  Without  this  relief  they  must  have  finally  perished. 
But  now  a  new  scene  of  things,  such  as  they  had  never  before  witnessed,  sa]rs  Mrs.  Priest, 
were  about  to  captivate  their  attention.  March  had  begun  to  yield  its  rains ;  the  snow  to 
feel  its  dissolving  power ;  every  rill  and  creek  of  the  mountains  to  swell  and  roar,  plunging 
forward  over  crag  and  cliff  to  the  vales  below.  The  devious  Susquehannah  began  to  put 
on  majesty,  drinking  largely  of  its  annual  libation  from  earth  and  sky,  swelling  the  headlong 
waters,  which  as  they  rose  lifted  and  tore  away  the  ice  from  the  shores  and  promontories. 
Loud  sounds  were  heard  to  moan  along  the  thick-ribbed  ice,  the  covering  of  the  waters 
bursting  in  ten  thousand  places  with  the  noise  of  tempests.  But  now  commenced  a  more 
amazing  display  of  the  power  of  the  waters.  Abready  its  blanks  were  overflown,  and  the 
distant  forests  of  the  flats  along  the  river,  inundated  with  the  sweeping  flood  to  the  very 
base  of  the  hills.  The  broken  ice  began  to  move,  large  islands  of  it  to  rush  upon  each 
other,  still  breaking  more  and  more,  urging  its  way  forward  with  resistless  fiiry.  Now  the 
roar  increases,  large  fields  of  ice  plunge  into  the  woods  on  either  shore ;  the  trees  bending, 
groan  and  snap  asunder  beneath  the  overwhelming  load,  still  passiog  on  till  thrown  in  huge 
heaps  along  the  shores  and  in  the  adjacent  woods.  Still  the  main  channel  pursues  its  way, 
every  moment  adds  to  the  enormous  weight  it  bears.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  view  from 
the  tops  of  commanding  eminences,  above,  below,  all  its  commotion,  plunging  onward 
with  a  loud  and  steady  roar  till  stayed  on  some  long  level  in  the  river.  Here  it  makes  a 
stand,  or  but  slowly  moves ;  as  a  vast  army  on  the  veige  of  batUe,  which  halts  to  adjust 
its  prowess,  then  to  move  again.  So  the  river  in  its  grandeur  resumed  its  course  a  mo. 
ment,  while  from  shore  to  shore  the  ice  stood  piled  in  pyramids,  chafing  up  and  down  as  if 
in  anger.  But  now  the  level  narrows  to  a  defile  between  the  mountains,  when  all  at  once 
the  mass  for  many  miles  above,  with  whirling  eddies,  stood  at  bay.  So  halts  the  embattled 
host,  whose  scouts  descry  the  foe ;  the  council,  cool  in  war,  debate  the  safest  mode  to  bring 
their  legions  fiercely  to  the  fight.  Now  suddenly  the  waters  rise  and  boil  and  foam  through 
sU  its  heaps  and  ranks  of  massive  ice ;  as  generals  do,  inspiring  courage  in  the  soldier's 
brasst.    The  upper  floods  having  gathered  hMd,  uige  on  with  augmanted  power  its  couna ; 
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expectation  stands  aghast ;  the  lowing  herds  with  stupid  gaze  wonder  at  the  noias, 
from  their  coverts  scamper  to  the  hills,  dogs  howl  from  fear  at  the  dismal  soundB,  hones 
anort,  bounding  with  staring  eyeballs  both  right  and  left ;  when  all  at  once  the  frosen  dan 
gives  way  and  rushes  on  with  sound  of  thunder.  Fury  and  desolation  mark  its  progif, 
trees  torn  from  their  roots  plunge  here  and  there,  old  timber  with  fences  swept  from  ths 
fields  and  woods,  mingle  in  the  ruin ;  onward  roars  the  unconquered  deluge,  till  from  Otsego 
lake  to  where  the  frightful  Caughnawaga  dashes  to  foam  the  descending  river  with  the  sob. 
dued  and  shivered  ice :  which  ends  the  scene. 

Stamford,  taken  from  Woodstock,  and  organized  as  part  of  Ulster 
CO.  in  1792 ;  from  Albany  58,  from  Delhi,  centrally  distant  NE.,  16 
miles.  Pop,  1,681.  Hobart,  upon  the  Delaware  river,  is  a  village 
containing  about  80  dwellings.  Stamford  is  a  small  village  near  t£e 
head  of  the  river. 

Tompkins,  originally  named  Pinefield,  and  taken  from  Walton  in 
1808 ;  it  has  a  mountainous  surface.  Pop.  2,032.  Deposit  village, 
upon  the  Delaware,  and  partly  in  Broome  co.,.116  miles  irom  Albany* 
40  SW.  from  Delhi,  and  on  the  Erie  railroad,  has  about  70  dwellings. 
Cannonsville  and  Barbersville  are  small  settlements. 

Walton,  taken  from  Franklin  in  1797;  from  Albany  94,  from 
Delhi,  centrally  situated  SW.,  17  miles.  Walton  village,  on  the 
Delaware,  has  about  70  dwellings,  within  the  area  of  a  mile.  Popi 
1,844. 


DUTCHESS  COUNTY. 

Dutchess  county  was  organized  in  1683.  It  is  on  the  E.  side  of 
the  Hudson  river,  75  miles  S.  of  Albany,  and  74  N.  of  New  Yoriu 
Greatest  length  N.  and  S.  38,  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  26  miles. 
Thi^s  county  is  one  of  the  most  opulent  in  the  state,  though  its  area 
has  been  reduced  by  the  erection  of  the  small  county  of  Putnam  from 
its  southern  end.  Alon^  the  eastern  border  tovms  there  are  ranges 
of  hills  called  the  FishkiH  or  Matteawan  mountains.  Along  the  west- 
em  borders  of  these,  the  surface  is  tossed  into  ridges  and  valleys, 
knolls  and  dales,  fancifully  diversified,  producing  a  ffreat  variety  of 
position,  of  soil  and  aspect,  and  a  multitude  of  brooks  and  tprinflB. 
In  the  southern  part  are  some  of  the  highest  peaks  of  the  Highlanof. 
That  called  the  Old  Beacon,  two  miles  from  Matteawan  village,  and 
three  from  FishkiH  Landing,  raises  its  crest  1,471  feet,  and  the  New 
Beacon  or  Grand  Sachem,  half  a  mile  southward,  towers  1,686  above 
tide.  Their  names  are  derived  from  the  Beacons  placed  on  their 
summits  during  the  revolution.  From  the  top  of  the  latter,  the  view 
on  the  S.  embraces  the  countrv  upon  the  Hudson,  for  25  miles  to 
Tappan  bay;  on  the  SE.  includes  Long  Island  and  the  sound;  and 
upon  the  NE.  and  W.  comprehends,  in  the  diameter  of  a  circle  M 
miles  in  extent,  scenery  of  every  diversity,  blending  the  beautief  of 
cultivation  with  the  stem  and  unchangeable  features  of  nature.  The 
principal  stneams  ape  the  Hudson  river  on  its  western  boundary*  Ti0 
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llile,  Fishkill,  and  Wappinger's  creeks.  As  a  whole,  the  county  is 
highly  fertile,  producing  abundantly  wheat,  rye,  com,  oats,  and  miSi 
and  an  immense  amount  of  produce  is  annually  exported  to  New 
York.     This  county  is  divided  into  18  towns.     Pop.  50,920. 

Ambnia,  from  Albany  75,  and  from  New  York  95  miles.  Popi 
2,179.  Until  1761,  Amenia  was  part  of  the  Crom  Elbow  precinct, 
when  it  was  erected  into  a  separate  one,  and  in  1788,  into  a  town* 
ship  with  its  present  name.  Amenia ville,  24  miles  E.  of  Poughkeep- 
sie,  is  a  small  village.  The  Amenia  Seminary,  in  Ameniavflle,  has 
been  in  operation  about  5  years,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
The  village  of  Hitchcock's  Comers,  29  miles  from  Poughkeepsie,  lies 
partly  in  this  town,  and  partly  in  Sharon,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut 
It  is  pleasantly  situated  in  a  beautiful  and  populous  valley,  rich  in  the 
resources  of  agricultural  wealth.  The  township  comprises  the  width 
of  the  oblong  tract,  and  the  E.  tier  of  lots,  in  the  Great  Nine  Part- 
ners,— a  large  tract  from  the  Hudson  to  the  W.  line  of  Connecticut, 
g -anted  to  nine  proprietors  or  partners.  It  is  stated  in  Spafford's 
azetteer,  that  "in  1711,  Richard  Sackett  and  iamily  lived  on  this 
tract,  and  continued  the  only  white  family  until  1724,  when  Ulric  or 
Oliver  Winegar  removed  thither  from  the  German  Camp  in  Livings- 
ton manor,  with  a  few  other  families.  But  the  improvements  were 
very  small  until  1741,  when  several  families  emigrated  here  from 
Connecticut" 

Beekman,  organized  in  1788 ;  from  New  York,  NE.,  87,  from  Al« 
bany,  S.,  90  miles.  Pop.  1,400.  The  Clove  vale  in  this  town,  which 
was  early  settled  by  the  Dutch,  is  extremely  fertile.  **  On  the  Sprout 
creek,  which  rises  in  this  town,  a  great  quantity  of  human  bones  have 
accidentallv  been  discovered,  lying  promiscuously,  as  if  a  vast  ]»Ie 
of  human  bodies  had  here  been  made,  and  left  to  rot.  No  tradition 
has  been  preserved  of  this  event,  but  it  is  supposed  the  spot  was  once 
the  scene  of  a  bloody  Indian  battle,  and  that  the  slain  were  hastily 
thrown  together,  probably  friends  and  foes,  and  left  to  the  raven,  the 
fox,  and  the  womi."  Beekmanville,  on  the  Fishkill,  16  miles  E., 
Greenhaven,  18,  and  Poughquake,  18  E.  of  Poughkeepsie,  are  small 
settlements.  At  the  Beekman  fumace  1,000  tons  of  pig  iron  are  an- 
nually manufactured. 

CuNTON,  organized  in  1788;  NE.  from  New  York  90,  from  Al- 
bany, SE.,  70,  and  from  Poughkeepsie,  NE.,  16  miles.  Clinton  ville. 
Pleasant  Plains,  Clinton  Hollow,  and  Schuitz  Comers,  are  small  set- 
tlements.    Pop.  1,630. 

Dover,  taken  from  Pawling  in  1807 ;  from  New  York,  N.,  80,  and 
from  Albany,  S.,  90  miles.  This  town  was  early  settled  by  the  Dutch. 
Pop.  1,999.  Dover,  South  Dover,  24  E.  from  Poughkeepsie,  and 
Chestnut  Ridge,  2  miles  S.  from  Dover  village,  are  small  settlements. 

Near  Dover  village  is  a  remarkable  cavern,  which,  from  the  re- 
semblance of  the  entrance  to  the  pointed  Gothic  arch,  is  called  the 
Stone  Church.  The  following  description  is  from  the  pen  of  a  lata 
viaiter : — 

**  The  Stone  Church  consists  of  a  fissure  m  the  rock  on  a  declivity 
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Dover  Stone  Church. 


of  the  mountain,  and 
base,  through  which  panet  a 
rippling  streamlet,  which,  initi 
passage  down  until  it  reaches 
the  ground- work  or  floorof  the 
church,  forms  numerous  and 
extensive  cascades,  some  of 
thirty  feet  in  height,  and  fton 
ten  to  fifteen  in  breadtli-  Tkii 
current  has  been  looked  upon 
as  the  great  architect  of  the 
work  The  opening,  thoii^ 
so  narrow  at  tne  top  as  to  a|^ 
pear  almost  closed,  gndvmuy 
widens  to  its  base,  so  that  it 
forms  a  vast  arch  of  veir  cod* 
Biderable  resiilanty,  of  per- 
haps twenty  feet  span  and  up- 
wards, lu  greatest  depth  it 
probably  two  hundred  feet; 
and   the  inner    or  principal 


apartment,  (it  being  divided  into  two  Bpacious  halls,)  is  about 
seventy  feet  in  length,  and  is  well  lighted  and  aired  from  above.  The 
ante-chamber,  as  it  may  be  termed,  or  hall  of  entrance,  is  separated 
from  the  church  by  a  haae  mass  of  rock,  which  has  detached  itself 
from  the  side  or  roof,  and  is  aptly  styled  the  pulpit  The  view  ii 
well  fitted  to  inspire  feelings  of  devotion.  The  heart,  touched  by 
the  religious  eloom  and  solemnity  of  the  place,  acknowledges  thie 
power  of  the  Creator,  and  rises  in  admiration  of  his  works." 

FiHHKiLL  was  organized  in  1788.  Pop.  10,436.  This  town  wai 
settled  by  the  Dutch,  previous  to  any  other  in  the  county.  Its  eariv 
inhabitants  called  it  Vla-kill,  that  is,  fish  creek ;  kill  being  the  Dutcli 
for  creek, — hence  its  present  name.  Malteawan  is  a  bcautiml  manufac- 
turing village  upon  the  Fishkill  creek,  about  a  mile  from  the  landing, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Malteawan  mountain.  It  was  founded  in  1814,  by 
Messrs.  Schenck  and  Leonard,  about  which  tinie  the  Matteawan  com- 
pany was  formed.  There  are  here  several  large  cotton  mills,  and 
factories  of  various  descriptions.  There  are  about  2,000  personi 
connected  with  and  employed  in  the  works.  S,  Grosvenor  dc  Conv- 
pany,  are  the  agents  of  the  company  in  New  York.  There  are  many 
neat  dwellings,  and  two  beautiful  churches,  one  Presbyterian  and  one 
Episcopalian,  at  whose  sabbath  schools  250  children  attend.  No 
intoxicating  liquors  are  permitted  to  be  sold,  and  almost  the  whoh 
population  nave  pledged  themselves  to  abstain  from  their  use.  "  The 
deep  valley,  with  its  cascades  and  rapids ;  the  village,  with  its  neat 
white  dwellings,  magnificent  factories,  and  omamenta]  churcbea, 
overhung  by  the  stupendous  mountain,  render  this  one  of  the  nwat 
be&utifiil  scenes  in  the  state,  where  enUghtened,  cheerftil,  and  pen»- 


vering  industry  is  rea^nng  its  due  reward.    It  attracts  i 
tion,  aiul  is  ^^eatly  resorted  to  in  the  summer  season." 

Glenham, TranklinTiUe,  and  Rocky  Glai,  are  small  manu&cturing 
villages.  I^kill  Landing,  Hopewell,  New  Hackensac^,  Carthage. 
Upper  Landing,  Johnsonville,  Hughsonville,  Stonnville,  Shenandoah, 
Cackemeyer's  Infills,  Gayhead,  and  Peckville,  are  small  villages  or 
hamlets.  Fishkill  village,  on  the  creek,  5  miles  from  the  Hudstm 
river,  an^  16  from  Pougnkeepsie,  is  situated  upon  a  beautiAil  plain,  in 
a  fertile  country,  and  has  atmut  eighty  dwellings,  an  academy,  one 
Episcopal,  and  one  Dutch  church.  A  portion  of  the  American  army 
were  located  here  in  the  revolutionary  war.  Their  barracks  were 
about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  village.  The  head-quarters  of  the 
officers  was  the  dwelling  now  occupied  by  Isaac  Van  Wyck.  Esq., 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Wharton  House."*  The  bar- 
racks commenced  about  30  rods  north  of  this  dwelling,  from  the  resi- 
dence of  the  widow,  Mrs.  ComeUus  Van  Wyck,  and  extended  south- 
wardly near  the  line  of  the  road,  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The 
soldiers'  graveyard  was  situated  near  the  base  of  the  mountain,  where 
a  road  turns  on  from  the  turnpike  to  the  cast.  While  tba'aimy  was 
here,  the  tory  and  other  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  old  Dutch 
•tone  church,  represented  in  the  following  ensraving.  In  this  church,  it 
is  said  that  Enoch  Crosby  was  confined,  andescaped  ia  an  apparently 
miraculous  manner. 

The  following  is  an  inscription  on  a  vcmument  in  the  graveyard, 
adjoining  the  church : 

■  Tbii  dwelling  and  iU  Tictni^  ■  the  icnia  of  **  Tie  Bpr."  bj  J.  Fennimore  Cooper. 
Sdius  jfBia  nnce  i  woik  wt*  pubGalmi,  eniiijed  "  Enoch  Croib)',  or  the  Spf  Unmsakeil,'* 
which  attempted  u  identify  ihe  b«io  of  Coopei'a  aofel  with  a  peiwra  then  living.  Tina 
^nductioD  ia  general!;  belieTed  to  Inre  but  alight  Emulation  in  inilh.  It  ia  not,  howeier, 
^WioDed,  bal  thai  then  ma  toA  a  penon  m  Enoch  Cruabf ,  and  that  aome  of  (he  adTao. 

tmva  attributed  to  htm  act    "    '  .".-..-..  =.--  ^  =- -i. — 

10  Of  13  fean  m^a. 


ise 

"Gloij  1oO«iiioDti    Bund  to  ibenHmatyaTdiBB  .  .        _  ._^ 

Dikiilei  of  jBhonh  Jotu,  tad  Paator  of  th«  Diiteh  Raforaud  CoofiafUiani  at  FUM^ 
Hopewetl,  vid  New  HBckJBiuack.  Thia  cicsUcni  mu  Und  WnJonj  bekraad,  aad  firf 
deeplr  lumntad,  by  the  pMple  of  hit  chugs.  Me  wu  bora  die  Mdi  of  M^,  17Si,  Hid 
depuiad  m  pewM  ud  nmd  in  bope,  the  aOifa  of  Mir.  ISM,  ^ai  41  fvan,  II  bmAi 
ud  19  d>;i.      The  Lord  gmte,  ud  the  Loti  ukeih  «waf ;  blcBed  ba  the  hud*  cf  ifa 


Old  Dutch  Stow  Church,  FiskkiB. 

The  following  extracts  are  bom  newspapers  pobluhed  at  the  tiiiM 
to  which  they  refer : —  • 

"/■iy  13tA,lT65^-Wg  bear  froiD  (he  Fidikilla,  that  for  ■  weak  ar  two  plat,  ■  Hfrm 
oanthet  hu  been  aeen  in  the  wooda  in  that  ueighboifKiod,  not  far  fntn  Mr.  Hliliafll 
bonae.    It  had  killed  aavenl  doga,  toro  a  cow  io  that  ahe  died  die  MnM  dar,  and  eai^ 


off  the  calf  I  it  likewiaa  earned  off  a  colt  of  about  ■  week  old.    Eljiiit 
gnna  went  in  aaarch  of  it,  and  atartad  ' 
been  ainca  aeen  at  Ihe  rahkiUa." 

"AaguMt  3Stk,  1TT6^-A  lew  dan  rince  abont  100  womaa.  kUatanta  of  rmihi 
county,  went  to  iba  houae  of  Colonel  Brinkeihoff,  at  Fiahkill,  aiM  iDMted  apon  haviaf  M 
at  the  lawful  price  of  ail  ahiUiiv  per  ponnd,  and  obliged  thai  gentle— ii  to  ■ceooaodta 
them  with  one  eheai  from  hia  alma  lot  thai  parpoee.  flhorllr  after  ha  aoU  Ua  atgi  M 
•mne  Yorkem,  who,  for  iisaT  of  another  female  attack,  forwaidad  Ihe  neftiioaa  endT  M  Ai 
Ifoitb  river  piedpitatatri  where  it  ia  now  afloat,  but  the  «  ■>..>■ 

■■  Fortf  DoUaia  Rewaid  will  be  paid  bf  the  enbacriber,  beaid* 


fcrdetecdng  and  bringing  to  juadoe,  one  or  more  of  a  gang  al 
ber,  who,  on  the  night  of  the  j-  ■     -  ■  ■    -  • 

aaiToimded  (be  hoiue  of  Mn.  fbebe  Thonua,  on  Quaker  Hill,  in  DatelMM  coantr,  wlacfe 
aome  of  ihetr  number  forcibly  aniered,  and  after  muiy  ihieatening  ii||aieitiiiB.  roUad  da 
eabacriber  of  (be  following  aniclea,  m.  180  ailrer  dcrilais,  39  giiliiiWI.  9  latf  JotaMaa^ 
1  gieen  lilk  pune,  apeniug  witb  a  apring  wilb  a  Urge  lilver  hook,  and  Cootaiaiag  beCwaMI 
£4  and  £5  in  amaU  ail »r,  wilb  one  guioea;  two  pun  of  oher  aboa  boeklaa)  1  aiNr 
tablespoon,  maiked  wiib  the  leiteia  R.  M.,  with  a  T  at  u^  between  (hem ;  1  imibII  ahar 
ainfllbai,  marked  A.  9.;  1  large  paper  anufllboi ;  one  aUver  dumUe ;  I 
wilb  a  molher.c£peari  handle,)  in  caaea ;  one  carred  iTory  loolh-pick  caaa  ;  one  kw>  kMt, 
kerchief;  one  red  and  white  litien  do.;  three  co(ton  atockinga,  and  one  pair  of  wii»  fMK 
knit  garten.  One  pair  of  bucklea  hu  been  (bund  upon  a  fellow,  who  wtot  bf  lie  m^ 
of  Williama,  who  lormttir  naed  to  ptofes  himtalf  a  painlar  in  New  YoA  i  waa  hMir 
taken  up  on  a  chaige  of  tome  other  bloniaa,  and  impriaoned  at  '^"t**'—i  ia  ISMr  oeMVt 
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from  vhtiiM,  on  the  ipuwiih  of  iie  Briikh  iaetiiduirief,  he  was  rtmand  (widb  die  odMr 
prieonenO  ioto  the  etete  of  Conneciient,  when  he  is  now  confined. 
•«  Qoaker  HiU,  No?.  6, 1777.  BfARY  FERRARL** 

•*  FIMnU,  Fihnmj  7t&»  178S^-4t  k  with  pain  end  ngret,  that  we  mentkn  the  deelh 
of  LieutenantXoknefBaitMN',  who  waa  onfoitnnatalf  hilled  at  camp  the  11^  ult.  The 
drcunwtancea  which  led  to  thia  nnhappsr  cataatrophey  we  an  told,  are  aa  followa :  Two 
Boldiere  were  catting  down  a  tne ;  at  the  inatant  he  came  riding  by  it  waa  filing,  which 
he  did  not  obaenre,  till  thej  deaired  him  to  take  can ;  bnt  the  aurprise  waa  ao  audden,  and 
embarrasaed  his  ideaa  ao  nrachv  that  he  reined  hia  hone  to  the  unfortunate  spot  where  the  tne 
feU,  which  tore  hia  body  in  a  ahiDcking  manner,  and  put  an  immediate  period  to  his  existence." 

Hyde-park,  so  called  from  the  country  seat  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  Bard ; 
taken  from  Clinton  in  1621 ;  6910  New  York,  N.,  81,  and  ixom  Alba- 
ny, S.,  68  miles.  Pop.  3,364.  Hyde  Park  village  and  landing  are 
about  7  miles  N.  from  rouffhkeepsie.  The  village  nas  several  church- 
es, about  80  dwellings,  a  distinguished  female  seminary  and  a  classi- 
cal school  for  boys.  The  munificent  seat  of  the  late  Dr.  Hosack  is 
here.    Staatsbur^  is  a  post-office,  8  miles  N.  of  Hyde  Park. 

La  Grange,  originafiy  named  Freedom,  and  taken  fit>m  Beekman 
and  FishkiO  in  1831 ;  from  Albany,  8*,  77,  and  from  Pooighkeepsie, 
S£.,  8  miles.  Freedom  Plains,  Spouts  Creek*  aod  Arthursburg,  are 
names  of  post-offices.    Pop.  1,851. 

Milam,  taken  fiwnNoxttt  East  in  1818;  from  Albaay  63  miles.  Mi- 
lan, Shookville,  35  N.,  and  La&yette  Comers  and  Rock  City,  each 
24  miles  from  Poughkeepsie,  are  small  villages.    Pbp^  1,726. 

North  East,  organiied  in  1788.  The  surface  of  this  township 
is  covered  with  portions  of  the  Taghkanic  and  Matteawan  mountains. 
The  western  mountains  are  cultivated  to  their  summits,  and  have 
excellent  lands  for  sheep  pasturage.  Spencer^s  Comers,  31  NE., 
North  Amenia,  38  NE.,  and  Federd  Store,  35  miles  NE.  from  Pough- 
keepsie, are  small  villaffes.  The  form  of  this  town  is  nearlv  that  of 
a  boot,  10  miles  long  £.  and  W.,  5  wide  at  the  top  or  W.  end,  3 
across  the  ancle,  and  with  a  foot  7  miles  in  length.    P(m*  1,381. 

PAWLmo,  organized  in  1788;  from  Poughkeepsie,  SE.,  33  miles. 
Pop.  1,571.  Pawlingville  and  Quaker  Hill  are  small  post  villages; 
the  latter  was  first  settled  by  Friends  in  1740. 

PniE  Plains,  taken  from  North  East  in  1823 ;  from  Albany  73 
miles.  Pine  Plains,  28  miles  NE.  from  Poughkeepsie,  has  about  40 
dwellings.  Hammertown  and  Pulver's  Comers  are  small  settlements. 
The  western  part  of  this  township  is  mountainous.  In  the  north- 
eastern part  there  was  formerly  an  extensive  plain  covered  with 
finesi — hence  the  name  of  the  town.    Pop.  1,384. 

Pleasant  Valley,  taken  from  Clinton  in  1821 ;  from  New  York 
84,  and  from  Albany  82  miles.  Pleasant  Valley  is  a  manufacturing 
village,  7  miles  NE.  from  Poughkeepsie,  beautifiilly  situated  upon  the 
right  bank  of  Wappinger^s  creek,  and  has  1  Presbyterian,  1  Metho- 
dist, 1  Friends,  and  1  Episcopal  church,  and  about  100  dwellings. 
Salt  Point,  12  miles  NE.  from  Poughkeepsie,  and  Washington  Hol- 
low, are  small  villages.    Pop.  2,219. 

^   Poughkeepsie  was  organized  in  1788:  its  name  is  said  to  have 
been  derived  from  the  Indian  word  Apokeepaing^  signifying  safe  kar^ 
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bar.  The  face  of  the  coustry  along  the  Hodaon  river  is  aomewhst 
broken,  but  the  general  surface  is  but  moderately  uneven.  Popt 
10,006.  The  village  of  Poughkeepsie,  one  of  the  most  thriving  and 
substantial  places  in  the  state,  was  first  founded  by  a  number  of 
Dutch  famites  somewhere  about  the  year  1700.  Being  situated 
about  half-way  between  New  York  and  AlbanVt  it  occasionaUy  be- 
came, in  early  periods  of  its  history.the  place  of  legislative  deliberatiODS. 
The  convention  which  met  to  deliberate  on  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  voted  for  its  adoption,  met  in  this  place  in  1788.  The  annexed 
engraving,  taken  from  one  published  in  the  Family  Magazine,  Dec. 
1838,  is  a  repreaentation  of  the  first  Jwuse  erected  io  this  plac«.    It 
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was  built  in  the  year  1703,  by  Myndert  Van  Kleek,  one  of  the  earlieit 
settlers  of  Dutcliess  county.  The  house  and  grounds  attached  are 
still  in  possession  of  his  deicendanta.  It  belonged  to  Matthew  Ya^ 
sar,  Esq.,  in  1835,  the  year  in  which  this  house  was  demolished^ — 
The  distant  building  seen  on  the  lef^  is  that  of  the  old  brewery,  tlus 
ancient  edifice  exhibited  its  port-holes,  a  feature  so  common  m  the 
buildings  of  the  early  settlers,  tbey  being  necessary-  for  defence  agaiuat 
the  original  possessors  of  the  soil.  In  1767,  this  building,  tSen  a 
public  House  of  some  note,  was  used  as  a  stadt-house ;  the  eleventh 
session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  was  held  therein.  George 
Clinton  was  then  governor  of  the  state,  and  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 
afterward  mayor  of  New  York,  lieutenant-governor. 

Poughkeepsie  is  by  the  river,  70  miles  ftom  Albany,  ajid  75  fron 
New  York,  18  from  Kingston,  14  from  Newburg,  and  43  from  Hod- 
aon. Population  of  the  village  in  1840,  was  7,710.  The  cmtral  put 
of  the  village  is  nearly  a  mile  from  the  landing  place  on  the  Hudacw. 
standing  on  an  elevated  plain  about  200  feet  from  the  river.  Sevml 
roads  conveniently  graded,  and  the  principal  one  paved,  lead  firom 
the  shore  to  the  plain  above,  which  on  the  north  is  overlooked  by  a 
beautiful  slate  hill,  from  which  is  a  commanding  prospect  of  the  adja- 
cent country.  The  Fall  creek  or  kill  meanders  tbrou^  the  jdain  oi^ 
which  the  village  is  built,  and  finally  passes  into  the  HudaoB  by  a 


(uccenioD  of  cataracts  and  cascades,  which  together  &U  more  thaa 
160  feet,  afibrding  water-power  for  a  number  of  mills  and  fbctoriea. 
There  are  11  churches,  riz :  8  Presbyterian,  3  Episcopal,  S  Meth- 
odist, 2  Friends,  1  Baptist,  1  Catholic  and  1  African ;  there  is  also 
e  Universalist  society.  There  are  8  banks,  having  an  agffregate 
capital  of  $690,000,  8  newspaper  ofGces,  end  a  variety  ofmanu* 
&cturtDg  establishments.  Within  the  limita  of  the  village  are  twelve 
male  and  female  schools,  all  of  which  are  of  a  superior  order. 


Pmtgkke^m  CoSegiate  School ' 

The  above  is  a  representation  of  the  Poughkeepsie  Collegiate 
School,  erected  on  the  summit  of  an  elevated  hm  about  a:  mile  from 
the  Hudson,  and  half  a  mile  northward  from  the  business  )»art  of  the 
village.  This  structure  is  modelled  after  the  Parthenon  at  Athens, 
and  is  35  by  1 15  feet  in  size,  exclusive  of  the  colonnade ;  inclusive, 
77  by  137  feet  It  cost,  exclusive  of  the  ground,  about  forty  thousand 
dollars.  This  institution  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  in 
Nov.,  1S36,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Charles  Bartlett,  as- 
sisted by  eight  competent  teachers.  During  the  first  term,  there 
were  50  pupils ;  the  second,  84 ;  the  third,  94 ;  and  the  fourth  term, 
108.  "  Its  situation  is  truly  a  noble  one ;  standing  on  an  eminence 
commanding  an  extensive  view  of  almost  every  variety  of  feature 
necessary  to  the  perfection  of  a  beautiful  landscape.  From  the  col- 
onnade, which  entirely  surrounds  it,  the  eye  of  the  spectator  can 
compass  a  circuit  of  nearly  fifty  miles :  on  the  south,  at  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  the  Highlands  terminate  the  view,  within  which  an 
apparent  plain  stretches  to  their  base,  covered  with  highly  cultivated 
bnns,  neat  mansions,  and  thriving  villages.  Similar  scenery  meets 
the  ^e  on  the  east,  but  more  undulating.  On  the  west  and  north, 
the  Hudson  rolls  on  in  its  pride  and  beauty,  dotted  with  the  sails  of 
inland  commerce  and  numerous  steamboats,  all  laden  with  products 
of  industry  and  busy  men.  In  the  dim  distance,  the  azure  summits 
of  the  Cattskill,  reared  to  the  clouds,  stretch  away  to  the  north,  a  dis- 
tance of  forty  miles,  where  the  far-fomed  '  Mountain  House'  is  dis- 
tinctly seen,  like  a  pearl,  in  its  mountain  crest,  at  an  elevation  of 
nearly  three  thousand  feet  above  the  river.  At  our  feet,  like  a  beau- 
tiful panorama,  lies  the  village  of  Poughkeepsie,  with  its  churches,  its 
literary  institutions,  and  various  improvements  in  view,  indicating  the 
existence  of  a  liberal  tfint  of  well-directed,  enterprise."     The  Dtttck- 
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ess  County  Academy  was  erected  in  1636,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  village,  at  an  expense  of  a*bout  $14,000.  The  average  number 
of  its  pupils  is  about  one  hundred.  "  The  objects  of  this  institution 
are  to  prepare  young  men  for  college,  for  teachers  of  common  schools, 
for  the  counting-house,  or  any  of  the  active  pursuits  of  life.^ 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  ancient  records  in  Poughkeepsie, 
and  will  serve  to  show  one  form  of  a  legal  instrument  in  olden  times. 

Tk  r«  }  Thomas  Sanders  Esqr.  Justice  of  the  peace 

DUTCHB88  County  j  ss.        ^^^  ^^^  bounty  Asgigned.  ^ 

To  all  Constables  and  other  onicers  as  well  within  the 
[L.  S.]        said  County  as  Elsewhere  within  the  CoUony  of  New 
York  to  whom  the  Execution  hereof  doth  or  may 
Concern  Greeting 

WHEREAS  I  have  Received  Information  and  Charge  a^nst  one 
James  Jones  Latejv  Come  from  Lebanon  In  ye  County  of  Windham 
In  ye  Collony  of  Conecticut  and  Liveing  m  Dutchess  County  at  the 
house  of  ipne  fnietahdef  ^CMggfc  Calls  him  self  a  Weaver  a  Lusty 
Well  Sotli(iikely  man'  tuH' faced  Brown  Complextioned  and  wares  a 
Black  Wisg  Irishmah ;.  by.  birltf  by  the  brogue  on  his  Speach  Who 
is  Chargea  before  me  to  be  a  O^^erous  person  and  is  suspected  to 
have  Stofln^aSifver  ^poori  or  tne  Digest  part  of  a  Silver  Spoon ;  as 
by  a  Warrant  JPixxiuced.;.  and  the  Complaint  of  William  Derddy  of 
Lebanon  in  County  afores^  Some  time  in  the  month  of  this  Present 
November. 

Notwithstanding  Seavvrall  Endeavours  for  apprehensions  of  him 
he  hath  not  as  yett  been  apprehended  but  hath  withdrawn  himself 
and  fled — Lately  from  Lebanon  in  ye  County  of  Windham  In  ye 
Colloney  of  Conecticut  and  is  Come  to  our  County  of  Dutchess  These 
are  therefore  in  his  majesties  name  to  Command  you  and  Every  of 
You  to  make  diligent  Search  within  your  Severall  Precincts  and 
Districts  for  said  James  Jones  and  to  make  hue  and  Cry  after  him 
from  Town  to  Town  and  from  County  to  County  and  that  as  well 
by  horsemen  as  footmen  according  to  Law  and  if  you  shall  find  the 
said  James  Jones  that  then  you  do  Carry  him  before  some  one  of  his 
majesties  Justice  of  the  Peace  Within  the  County  or  place  Whare  be 
shall  be  taken  to  be  Dealth  withall  according  to  Law  Hereof  fails 
not  at  your  perrills-^v^  Given  Under  my  Hand  In  Dutchess 

County  this  Seventeenth  Day  of  November  In  the  fourth  year  of  our 
Reaign  And  In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  God  Everlasting  An®   1780 
To  Franc  Cooll  High  Constapel    ^,  ,     ^  "Vmi.  o     j 

In  Dutchess  County  pursue  After  ^^^  ""^^  ^^  J  Thomas  Sanden 
the  Person  In  this  Hue  and  Cry  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Red  Hook,  taken  from  Rhinebeck  in  1812;  from  Albany  55»  and 
from  New  York  96  miles.  Pop.  2,883.  Red  Hook  is  a  small  village, 
25  miles  N.  from  Poughkeepsie.  Upper  Red  Hook,  BarrytowDt  «Dd 
Tivoli,  are  postpoffices. 


\ 
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Rhinebbox,  OTffanized  in  1768,  is  centr&lly  distant  from  Pougb- 
keepsie  17,  from  Albany  57,  and  from  N.  York  91  inileB.  Pop.  2,740. 
The  surface  of  the  township  in  the  eastern  part  is  rolling,  in  the 
western  it  is  level  The  Rhinebeck  flats,  near  the  centre,  are  noted 
for  easy  culture  and  fertility :  the  Wirtanimrg  tract,  in  tlie  SE.  part 
of  the  town,  has  a  light  soil,  which  has  been  rendered  productive  by 
die  use  of  plaster.  This  town  was  settled  at  an  early  period,  by 
■ome  German  families,  and  derives  its  name  from  the  river  HJtine  in 
Germany,  and  Beekman,  an  original  proprietor.  Much  of  the  land 
was  formerly  holden  in  large  tracts,  and  leased  out  to  tenants  in  small 
bims.  The  village  of  BAinAeck  Flats  was  incorporated  in  1834, 
and  is  3  miles  E.  bom  the  Hudson.  It  contains  a  Dutch  Reformed 
and  a  Methodist  church,  an  Academy,  with  upwards  of  100  bouses 
in  the  vicinity.  Rkindieck  Landing,  on  the  nver,  is  90  miles  from 
New  York  and  55  from  Albany. 


Metkoditt  Church  and  Academy,  at  RhinAeek. 

The  above  is  an  eastern  view  of  the  Methodist  church  and  the 
Academy  in  the  central  part  of  the  village.  The  Methodist  church, 
a  plain  but  substantial  stone  structure,  la  seen  on  the  lel^  and  the 
Academy  on  the  right.  The  church  was  erected  in  1833 ;  the  Rev. 
Freeborn  Gairettson,  a  resident  of  this  town,  contributed  largely  to 
its  erection.  Mr.  Garrettson  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Meth- 
odist denomination  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  on  account  of  his 
labors  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  of  his  exemplary  Ufa, 
his  memory  is  deservedly  cherished  with  respect  and  affection.  Mr. 
6.  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1753.  His  parents  were  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  ajid  educated  their  children  in  the  same  faith. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  American  revolution,  some  of  the  first 
Methodist  preachers  who  came  over  to  America  labored  in  the  vi- 
cinity  of  his  father's  residaice.  He  joined  the  Methodist  society,  and 
soon  after  became  a  travelling  preacher.  He  was  remarkably  con- 
■cientious  in  the  performance  of  whatever  he  considered  his  duty. 
Being  convinced  that  alaveholding  was  wrong,  he  gave  his  slaves  their 
freedom,  telling  them,  that  they  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  he  did  not 
desire  tbmr  scrncea,  without  making  them  a  compensatioB.    Having 
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conscientious  scruples  which  deterred  him  from  taking  the  prescribed 
state  oath,  during  the  revolutionary  period,  he  suffered  some  persecu- 
tions on  this  account.  In  pne  instance,  he  was  seized  by  a  mob,  who 
took  him  to  a  magistrate,  by  whom  he  was  ordered  to  prison.  While 
part  of  the  mob  were  taking  him  thither,  they  were  dispersed  by  a 
remarkable  flash  of  lightning,  and  he  was  left  unmolested.  In  1788, 
Mr.  Garrettson  was  appointed  presiding  elder  for  the  district  north 
of  New  York,  then  including  all  the  circuits  from  New  Rochelle  to 
Lake  Champlain.  In  1793,  he  was  married  to  Miss  LivingstiHi, 
daughter  of  Judge  Livingston,  of  Clermont,  in  the  manor  of  Livings- 
ton. In  1799,  a  mansion-house  was  erected  on  the  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  in  Rhinebeck,  where  his  family  were  settled  during  the  re* 
mainder  of  his  life.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on 
his  monument,  in  the  graveyard  attached  to  the  church  represented 
in  the  engraving. 

**  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rey.  Freeborn  Garrsttsoit,  an  itinerant  minister  of  tfat 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  commenced  his  itinerant  ministry  in  the  year  1775.  Ii 
this  work  he  continued  until  his  death,  laboring  with  great  diligence  and  success  in  variow 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  of  Nova  Scotia.  He  died  in  peace,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  September  27th,  1827,  in  the  76th  year  of  bis  age,  and  5Ski  of  his  ministry. — *  Mark 
the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace,'  Pnlm  izxfi. 
37. — *  I  have  fought  the  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  fidtfa  ^- 
Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  ri^teow 
judge  shaU  give  me  at  that  day,  and  not  to  me  only,  but  all  them  also  that  kuve  his  aiipear- 
ing,'  11  Tim.  iv.  T,  8." 

Stanford,  taken  from  Washington  in  1788 ;  from  Nev7  York  110, 
and  from  Albany  78  miles.  Pop.  2,278.  Stanford,  with  Clinton  and 
Washington,  comprised  Charlotte  precinct  before  the  revdiutioiL 
This  precinct  has  been  settled  about  100  years.  Bangall,  20  miles 
NE.  from  Poughkeepsie,  Attlebury,  Old  Attlebury,  Separate,  HulTs 
Mills,  Stewart's  Comers,  and  Bare  Market,  are  small  settlements. 

Union  Vale,  taken  from  Beekman  and  La  Grange  in  1827 ;  from 
New  York  75,  from  Albany  90,  and  from  Poughkeepsie,  E.,  15  miles. 
Pop.  1,499.     Verbank  and  Clove  are  post-offices. 

Washington,  organized  in  1788  ;  from  Poughkeepsie,  E.,  16  miles. 
Pop.  2,833.  The  principal  portion  of  the  early  settlers  were  Friends 
or  Quakers,  from  Long  Island  and  the  eastern  states.  Mechanics- 
ville,  15  miles  E.  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  Hartsville,  are  small  villages. 
At  the  former  place  is  Uie  Nine  Partners  Orthodox  Friends  school 
which  was  established  in  1797,  and  is  now  flourishing. 


ERIE  COUNTY. 

Erie  county  was  taken  from  Niagara  county  in  1821.  Gremtest 
length  N.  and  S.  44,  and  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  90  miles. 
Centrally  distant  from  New  York  357,  from  Albany,  W.,  298  miles. 
Laks  Erie  and  the  Niagara  river  form  its  western  boundary,  tfat 
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Tonawanta  creek  its  northern,  and  the  Cattaraugus  its  southeriL 
The  many  streams  which  empty  into  Liake  Erie  furnish  fine  mill  sites. 
The  Erie  canal  enters  the  Tonawanta  cr^  on  the  northern  border ; 
from  which  a  towing  path  has  been  constructed  along  the  bank  of 
the  creek,  which  is  used  as  a  canal  12  miles  to  the  Tonawanda  vil- 
lage, a  short  distance  above  its  junction  with  Niagara  river,  near 
Grand  Island.  A  railroad  connects  Buffalo  with  the  village  at  Niag^ 
ara  Falls,  and  one  with  the  Black  Rock  ferry.  The  surface  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  is  level  or  gently  undulating ;  the  southern 
is  more  diversified,  but  no  part  is  hilly.  Generally  the  soil  is  ffood ; 
consisting  in  the  northern  hal(  of  warm,  sandy,  and  gravelly  loam, 
occasionally  mixed  with  clay,  and  adapted  to  wheat ;  in  the  southern, 
day  prevails,  and  is  productive  of  grass.  Both  portions  yield  excel- 
lent and  various  fruits.  About  one  third  of  the  land  is  under  im- 
provement. The  whole  county  was  within  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
July's  purchase,  excepting  a  strip  a  mile  wide  on  the  Niagara  river, 
he  county  has  21  towns.     Pop.  624251. 

Alden,  taken  from  Clarence  in  1828;*  from  Albany  272  miles. 
Pop.,  1,984.    Alden,  20  miles  E.  of  Bufialo,  is  a  small  village. 

Amherst,  taken  from  Bufifalo  in  1818;  from  Albany  288  miles. 
Pop.  2,440.  Williamsville,  10  miles  N£.  from  Buffalo,  is  a  thriving 
village  containing  about  50  dwellings. 

AuROKA  was  erected  in  1818,  when  the  former  town  of  Willink 
was  divided  into  3  towns,  Aurora,  Wales,  and  Holland,  abolishing 
the  name  of  Willink,  which  had  been  given  in  honor  of  one  of  the 
principal  proprietors  of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  It  has  an  un- 
dulating surface,  soil  clay  and  gravelly  loam.  ron.  2,909.  Aurora 
village  is  15  miles  S£.  from  Btmalo  ;  it  contains  about  700  inhabit- 
ants, 1  Presbyterian  and  1  Methodist  church,  and  150  dwellings. 
The  Baptists  are  the  most  numerous  denomination  in  the  village,  and 
occupy  the  Presbyterian  church  one  half  of  the  time.  The  hydraulic 
privileges  within  one  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  villi^e  are  very  jjreat, 
and  can  be  used  to  almost  any  extent  Griffin's  Afills  is  a  smaU  set- 
tlement 3  miles  SW.  from  Aurora.  The  Aurora  Seminary  was 
incorporated  in  1833. 

Boston,  taken  from  Eden  in  1817 ;  from  Albany  289,  firom  Buffalo, 
SE.,  18  miles.  The  land  is  elevated,  the  soil  a  moist  or  wet  loam, 
and  adapted  for  grass.  Boston,  Boston  Centre,  and  North  Boston,  are 
small  settlements.     Pop.  1,746. 

Black  Rock,  recently  organized,  comprises  what  was  formerly  the 
southern  part  of  the  town  of  Buffalo.  The  village  of  Black  Rock  is 
in  two  divisions,  the  upper  and  lower.  The  post-office,  which  is  in 
the  south  part,  is  3  miles  from  Buffalo,  opposite  the  village  of  Water- 
loo on  the  Canada  side. 

The  following  is  a  distant  northern  view  of  part  of  the  village  of  Black 
Rock  ;  the  Canada  side,  on  which  is  the  village  of  Waterloo,  is  seen 
on  the  right  and  Lake  Erie  in  the  extreme  distance.  A  ferry  boat 
plies  between  Waterloo  and  the  south  part  of  Black  Rock  villwe. 
Niagara  river  at  this  pcnnt  is  three  fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  20  leet 


Distant  view  of  Black  Rock  and  vicinity. 

deep,  and  runs  with  a  current  of  6  ntiles  an  hour.  The  harbor  of 
Black  Rock  is  4,565  yards  long  from  N.  to  S.,  and  from  88  to  S30 
yards  broad,  containiDg  an  area  of  136  acres.  It  begins  is  tbe  lake 
opposite  BufTalo,  at  Bird  island,  and  is  continued,  by  a  mole  of  double 
wooden  cribs  filled  in  with  stone  18  feet  wide  and  3,015  yards  long, 
to  Squaw  island,  and  JH  raised  from  1  to  4  feet  above  the  suifa(»  of  the 
river,  rising  gradually  towards  the  north.  A  dam  at  the  end  of  Squaw 
island,  connecting  it  with  the  main  land,  raises  the  water  about  4^  feet 
to  the  level  of  the  take.  The  average  depth  of  the  water  in  thii  harbor 
is  15  feet.  Bymeansof  thedam,  great  water-pcwer  is  obtained,  and 
mills  of  various  kinds  are  established  at  the  lower  village.  The  vil- 
lage of  Black  Rock  contains  about  350  dwellings,  and  3,000  inhatit- 
ants. 

Black  Rock,  in  common  with  other  places  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, was  ravaeed  and  burnt  by  the  enemv  in  December,  1813.  On 
the  11th  of  July  previous,  the  British  maae  an  attack  on  the  place. 
The  tbilowing  particulars  of  this  event  are  compiled  from  the  Buffitlo 
Gazette. 

"  TtM  Britiili  Doqa  which  croned  over  ■!  Bl«:k  Rock  on  thi  lOlh  inat.  iren  comnuM 
bf  CoIb.  Biihop  tnd  Warren.  They  croased  the  NIogara  below  Squaw  isluid,  uiijl  nwlcbrJ 
fiir  above  ihr  aivy  fard  before  any  alarm  wae  given.  Thedelached  Diilida  being  auipiwul, 
nilrealed  up  (he  beach,  and  Itfl  iho  enemy  in  quiet  ponegeion  of  ihe  Tillage,  who  prOModcd 
to  burn  [he  nilun'  banBcka  and  block-huuMi  al  [he  grea[  battery.  They  then  procMdcd 
W  the  baticrice,  diunounled  and  apiked  three  13  pounden,  and  took  BWar  3  fiakUpieeM 
and  one  IS  pounder ;  ibty  took  from  a  alurehouM  a  quantity  of  wbiakey,  wit,  flour,  pot, 
tLF.,  which,  with  four  ciiiicnii,  they  took  acrora  ihr  river.  At  the  Grat  moment  of  the  ■bra. 
Gen.  Porter  left  Black  Ruck  fot  Buflklo,  al  which  place  he  avembled  ■  bodr  of  rolniUtMi 
and  a  lew  regulara,  which,  with  IDO  militia  and  US  Indiana,  formed  ajimctioo  alxnu  taak 
from  the  enemy.  After  being  formed,  with  the  militia  and  Indiana  on  the  flaaka  ual  tk* 
Tolunteera  and  the  regulare  in  the  centre,  ihcy  allacked,  and  tbe  enemy,  after  a  rinHeot  af 
SO  minutee,  retreated  in  Ihe  otnioai  confiinan  to  Ihe  beach,  embarked  in  aereral  of  Mr 
bDali,and  pulled  for  the  opponte  ahore  ;  all  the  boat*  got  olT  witbout  iryury,  except  ika  laa^ 
which  luffiTed  levprely  from  our  lire,  and  A^n  appearance  nearly  all  the  men  in  bar  WM* 
killed  or  wounded.  The  British  loet  8  kdled  on  the  field,  beaide*  thoae  killed  and  wcMlrfad 
in  tbe  baati.  We  luok  15  prinonen,  who  were  >enl  to  Batavia.  Capt,  Banndm,  of  dw 
Britiifa  49th,  was  wounded  while  aiepping  into  hia  boat;  he  waa  conveyad  to  Qan.  PsrtH^ 
house.  He  statrt  that  CoL  Biahop  was  badly  wounded  and  carried  into  the  boat,  and  mj* 
also,  Ihateevernl  killed  and  wounded  were  cairied  into  the  boata.  On  our  >de,  8ar|eaDl 
Hanman,  Jonathan  Thompson,  and  Jowph  Wright  were  killed,  and  5  woundad,  9  oT  wbgw 
wan  Indisna.    Tbs  Indians  b«il«T*d  well  and  eommitlad  no  aol  of  cntal^.    TtMr  fa#t 
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becftiiM  they  were  fiiendljr  to  the  United  Statee,  md  beeauee  their  own  poeeiwiDiw,  wUeh 
■re  very  ▼eluahle,  were  m  daofer  of  in^miion.  They  ere  oppoeed  to  croeni^f  the  riier 
to  fight,  but  are  reedy  to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  threehold  in  defence  of  the  country  wUcb 
protecte  them.  Mij.  Knur  wae  at  Bladi  Rock  oreniight,  and  wee  preeent  and  amiited  in 
die  aetion.  Two  hondrad  VBgaikn  have  airived  finm  Erie  at  Black  Rock,  when  they  are 
to  be  atationed.** 

Fort  Erie,  about  a  mile  S.  from  the  ferry  at  Waterloo  on  the  Can- 
ada side,  was  a  post  of  much  importance  during  the  last  war.  After 
the  battle  at  Nia^ra,  the  Americans  fell  back  to  Fort  Erie,  of  which  * 
they  had  previously  taken  possession.  This  fortress  is  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  lake,  at  its  outlet  into  the  Niagara  river;  being 
nearly  a  horizontal  plain  15  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  it  pos- 
sesses no  natural  advantages.  On  the  13th  of  Aug.,  1814,  the  British 
troops,  having  invested  the  fort,  opened  a  brisk  cannonade,  which  wa« 
returned  from  the  American  batteries.  At  sunset  on  the  14th,  one 
of  their  shells  lodged  in  a  small  magazine,  which  blew  up  without  any 
injurious  effects.  The  following  account  of  the  assault  which  took 
place  a  few  hours  afterward,  is  taken  from  **  Perking  History  of  the 
Late  Warr 

**  Gen.  Gainee,  expecting  an  assault  in  the  coarse  of  the  night,  kept  his  men  constantly 
at  their  posts.    The  night  was  dark,  and  the  early  part  of  it  ratny ;  at  S  o'clock  m  the 
morning,  the  British  columns,  enveloped  in  darkness,  were  distinctly  heard  approaching  the 
Amorican  lines.    The  infantry  under  M^j.  Wood,  and  Captain  Towson's  artillery,  opened 
a  brisk  fire  upon  them.    The  sheet  of  fire  from  tbis  corpn,  enabled  Gen.  Gaines  to  discoTer 
ibis  column  of  the  British,  1,500  strong,  approaching  the  Americen  left.    The  in&ntry  were 
wotected  by  a  line  of  loose  brush  representing  an  abattis  bordering  on  the  river.    The 
british,  in  attempting  to  pass  round  this,  plunged  into  the  water  breast  hk^.    The  ooin. 
mending  general  was  about  to  order  a  detachment  of  riflemen  to  support  Mij.  Wood,  hut 
was  assured  by  him  that  he  could  maintain  his  position  without  a  reinforcement.    The 
British  columns  were  twice  repulsed,  and  soon  afterward  fled  in  coofiiaion.  ^  On  the  right, 
the  lines  were  lighted  by  a  brilliant  discharge  of  musketry  and  cannon,  which  announced 
.the  approach  of  the  centre  and  left  columns  of  the  enemy.    The  latter  met  the  veteran  9th 
regiment,  and  Burton's  and  Harding's  companies  of  volunteers,  aided  bf  a  6  pounder,  and 
were  repulsed.    The  centre  column,  under  Col.  Drummond,  approached  at  the  same  time 
the  most  assailable  points  of  the  fort,  and  with  scaling  ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  but 
were  driven  back  with  great  carnage.    The  assault  was  twice  repeated,  and  as  often  check* 
ed ;  this  column,  concealed  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  toe  clouds  of  smoke  which 
rolled  from  the  cannon  and  musketry,  then  passed  round  the  dftch,  repeated  their  chaige, 
reascended  their  ladders,  and  with  their  pikes,  bayonets,  and  spears,  fell  upon  the  artillerialB. 
Most  of  the  ofiiceiB,  and  many  of  the  men,  received  deadly  wounds.    Lieut*  McDonough 
being  severely  wounded,  and  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  surrendered  and  demanded  qoar- 
ter ;  CoL  Drummond,  refusing  it,  drew  a  pistol  and  shot  him  dead.    In  a  moment  after- 
ward, as  he  was  repeating  the  order  to  give  no  quarters.  Col.  Drummond  was  shot  through 
the  heart.    The  bastion  was  now  in  the  possession  of  the  British.    The  battle  raged  with 
increased  fury  on  the  right ;  reinforcements  were  ordered  and  prompiy  fiimished  from  M^. 
Wood's  corps  on  the  left.    Capt  Fanning  kept  up  a  spirited  and  destructive  fire  from  his 
artillery  on  the  enemy  as  they  were  approaching  the  fort    Miys.  Hindman  and  Trimble, 
failing  to  drive  the  British  from  the  bastion,  with  the  remaining  artillerists  and  infantry, 
and  Capt.  Birdsall's  deuchment  of  riflemen,  rushed  in  through  the  gateway,  to  the  assisu 
ance  of^the  right  wing,  and  mode  a  resolute  cfaaige.    A  detachment,  under  Maj.  Hall,  was 
introduced  over  the  interior  of  the  bastion,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  charging  the  British,  who  still 
beld  possession,  but  the  narrowneai  of  the  poasege,  admitting  only  2  or  S  abreast,  prevented 
its  accomplishment,  and  they  were  obliged  to  retire.    At  this  moment,  every  operation  was 
arrested  by  the  explosion  of  the  principal  mogaadne,  containing  a  large  quantity  of  cartridges 
and  powder,  in  the  end  of  a  stone  bndlding  Mtjoining  the  contested  bastion.    Whether  this 
was  the  effect  of  accident  or  design,  was  not  known.    The  explosion  was  tremendous,  and 
itt  effects  decisive.    The  British  in  poesessfon  of  the  bastion  w^re  destroyed  in  a  moment. 
As  soon  as  the  tumult  occasioned  by  that  event  had  subsided,  Capt.  Bidclle  posted  a  field. 
fiece,  so  asta  enfilade  the  exterior  plains  and  the  saHent  glacis,    Ftoniog'S  hattaiy  at  iha 
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•tme  time  opened  on  the  Britiah  who  were  now  retarning.  la  a  few  ttunntfls  diej  were  all 
driTen  froiD  the  works,  leaving  223  killed,  174  wound^  on  the  field,  and  186  prisoneiB. 
To  these  loasee  are  to  be  added,  thoee  killed  on  the  left  flank  by  M^j.  Wood's  infanny  aod 
Tow8on*8  artillery,  and  floated  down  the  Niagara,  estimated  in  the  oflicia]  reporta  at  900. 
The  American  loss  during  the  bombardment  uf  the  13di  and  14th,  was  9  killed,  and  96 
wounded,  and  in  the  assadt  of  the  night  of  the  14th,  17  killed,  56  wounded,  and  11  misang." 

The  British  troops  still  continuing  their  investment  of  Fort  Erie, 
on  the  17th  of  September  a  part  oi  the  American  garrison  made  a 
sortie,  and  took  the  British  works  about  500  yards  in  front  of  their 
line.  The  British  had  two  batteries  on  their  left,  which  annoyed  the 
fort,  and  were  about  opening  a  third.  Their  camp  was  about  2  miles 
distant,  sheltered  by  a  wood;  their  works  were  garrisoned  w^ith  one 
third  of  their  infantry,  from  1,200  to  1,500  men,  and  a  detachment  of 
artillery. 

**  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  General  Porter,  with  a  large  detachment,  wae  order* 
ed  to  penetrate  through  the  woods  by  a  circuitous  route,  and  get  between  the  British  mam 
body  and  their  batteries ;  while  General  Miller  was  directed  to  take  a  position  in  the  xaviDCf 
between  the  American  lines  and  the  batteries,  and  attack  them  in  front.  The  advance  of 
Gen.  Porter's  dimmand  consisted  of  two  hundred  riflemen,  under  Colonel  Gibeon.  The 
right  column,  of  400  infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Wood ;  the  left,  under  Gen.  Dans,  t£ 
500  militia,  designed  to  act  as  a  reserve,  and  to  hold  in  check  any  reinforcements  from 
the  British  main  body.  Gen.  Porter's  corps  carried  the  blockhouse  in  the  rear  of  the  thixd 
battery  by  storm,  the  magazine  was  blown  up,  and  the  garrison  made  prisoners.  The 
leaders  of  the  3  divisions  under  Gen.  Porter,  all  fell  nearly  at  the  same  time ;  CoL  Gib- 
son, at  the  head  of  the  riflemen,  at  the  second  battery,  and  Gen.  Davis  and  Col.  Wood  ia 
an  assault  upon  the  first.  While  these  transactions  were  taking  place  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  works.  General  Miller  in  front  penetrated  between  the  fiist  and  second  baiterisa, 
and  aided  by  the  operations  of  Gen.  Porter  in  the  rear,  succeeded  in  carrying  them.  Witk 
in  30  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  action,  2  batteries,  3  blockhouses,  and  the 
whole  line  of  entrenchments  were  in  possession  of  the  Americans ;  and  immediately  aAv- 
ward,  the  other  battery  was  abandoned  by  the  British.  Gen.  Ripley  was  now  otdered  up 
with  the  reserve,  and  at  the  close  of  the  action,  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  neck. 
Strong  reinforcements  from  the  British  main  body  arrived  while  the  Americans  were  ca. 
gaged  in  destroying  the  works,  and  took  part  in  the  action.  The  object  of  the  sortie  beinf 
fully  accomplished,  the  American  troops  were  ordered  to  return  to  the  fort.  During  tht 
action.  Gen.  Porter,  in  passing  firom  the  right  to  the  left  column  of  his  detachment,  aceoBW 
panied  with  only  2  or  3  officers,  suddenly  found  himself  within  a  few  yards  of  a  body  ef 
60  British  soldiera,  who  had  just  emerged  from  a  ravine,  and  were  hesitating  which  way  ta 
go.  The  general  immediately  advanced,  and  ordered  them  to  surrender ;  approaching  die 
first  man  on  the  left,  he  took  his  musket,  and  pushed  him  towards  the  American  lines :  in 
this  way  he  proceeded  nearly  through  the  whole  company,  most  of  the  men  vohmtuily 
throwing  down  their  arms,  and  retiring  towards  the  fort :  when  on  a  sudden,  a  soMier, 
whose  musket  the  general  was  about  to  seize,  presented  the  bayonet  to  his  breast,  and  de- 
manded his  surrender.  Gen.  Porter  seized  the  musket,  and  was  about  wrenching  it  from 
him,  when  he  was  seized  by  a  British  oflicer,  and  3  or  4  men  who  stood  in  the  ranks,  and 
thrown  on  the  ground.  He  succeeded  in  gaining  his  feet,  when  he  found  himself  sor. 
rounded  by  15  or  20  men,  with  their  guns  presented  at  him,  demanding  his  sarrender.  ftr 
this  time,  several  American  officers  with  a  number  of  men  weie  advancing  to  the  scene  off 
action.  Gen.  Porter,  now  assuming  an  air  of  composure  and  decision,  told  them  tfaif 
were  now  surrounded  and  prisoners,  and  if  they  fired  a  gnn  they  should  all  be  put  to  tkia 
sword.  By  this  time  a  company  of  Cayuga  riflemen  had  arrived,  and  after  a  momentny 
scene  of  confusion  and  carnage,  the  whole  British  party  were  killed,  or  made  priaouera." 

The  American  loss  was  79  killed,  482  wounded  and  missing.  The 
British  loss,  as  estimated  by  the  American  commander,  was  500  in 
killed  and  wounded :  385  prisoners  were  taken,  and  their  advance 
works  were  destroyed.  On  the  night  of  the  21st,  Gen.  Drummondt 
after  an  investment  of  56  days,  broke  up  his  camp,  and  retired  to 
intrenchments  behind  Chippewa  river. 
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Immediately  after  the  unfortunate  termination  of  the  battle  of 
Queen^town,  Goil  Van  Rensselaer  resigned  the  command  to  OeiL 
Smyth,  and  retired  from  the  service.  Upon  taking  the  commandf 
Gen.  Smyth  issued  two  proclamations  to  the  citizens  of  New  York, 
one  of  which  was  an  appeal  to  their  patriotism,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  join  him  in  an  expedition  to  conquer  Canada  and  secure  peace  to 
the  American  frontier.  This  call  was  answered,  and  a  highly  re- 
spectable force  assembled  for  the  expedition.  The  result  of  this  en- 
terprise is  thus  given  in  Perkins*  History  of  the  Late  War, 

"  On  the  27ih  of  November,  1812,  the  military  force  collected  at  Black  Rock,  under  Gea. 
Smyth,  prepared  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  amounted  to  4,500  efiactive  men,  contbtii^ 
of  New  York  voluateers  under  Gren.  Porter,  and  regulan  and  volunteen  from  Pennaylvann 
and  Baltimore :  85  boats  were  prepared  for  crossing  the  river,  capable  of  transportinf  mi 
once  the  necessary  artillery  and  3^00  men.  On  the  night  of  the  37th,  two  parties  wert 
sent  over,  one  under  Colonel  Boerlster,  and  the  other  imder  Capt  King,  assisted  by  a  com. 
pany  of  marines,  under  Lieut.  Angus,  to  destroy  the  British  batteries.  They  efiectnalJy  ae> 
eomplished  this  object,  routed  the  enemy,  spiked  their  guns,  and  drove  them  from  lli» 
shore.  Capt.  King,  in  attempting  to  return,  was  captured,  with  two  boats  belonging  to  his 
party.  Colonel  Winder,  with  a  party  of  250  men,  in  attempting  to  land  at  a  difficult  point 
on  the  river,  was  prevented  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  and  obliged  to  return  to  tht 
American  side.  The  general  embarkation  commenced  in  the  momiiy  of  the  28ch,  hot 
was  not  completed  untU  afternoon.  They  then  moved  up  the  stream  from  the  navy  yaid 
to  Black  Rock,  and  were  ordered  by  Gen.  Smyth  to  disembark  and  dine.  After  dinner, 
the  expedition  was4>o8tponed  to  a  future  day.  This  attempt  gave  tiie  enemy  foil  notice  or 
the  plans  of  the  American  general.  The  two  following  days  were  employed  in  preparatioiM 
for  a  second  attempt.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  December,  the  embarki. 
tion  commenced  a  second  time ;  the  regulars  on  the  right.  Gen.  Tanehills*s  brigade  in  tha 
centre,  and  the  New  York  volunteers  on  the  left.  Gen.  Porter,  accompanied  by  M^ 
Chapin  and  Macomb,  Capt.  Mills  of  the  cavalry,  and  Adj.  Chace,  with  two  pilots,  took  Ug 
station  in  the  front  boat,  hoisted  his  flag,  and  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  hne  to  lead  ths 
•xpedition.  • 

**  The  troops,  in  foie  spirits  and  in  eager  expectation,  awaited  their  ordeis  from  G«ik 
Smyth,  when,  after  considerable  delay,  they  were  given,  not  to  proeeed  to  the  Canada 
■hore,  but  to  disembark  and  go  into  winter  quarters.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  ehagim 
and  (Usappointment  of  the  troops  upon  this  occasion ;  disorder  and  insubordination  ensued ; 
Gen.  Smyth's  life  was  threatened,  and  in  imminent  danger ;  the  militia  disbanded  and  sent 
home ;  'and  Gen.  Smyth,  finding  the  Canadas  were  not  to  be  taken  by  proclamattonf  and 
being  disinclined  to  make  use  of  more  powerful  means,  retired  from  the  service.** 

Buffalo  city  is  situated  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie,  at  the  head  of 
Niagara  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Buffalo  creek,  and  at  the  western 
extremity  of  the  Erie  canal :  Lat.  42°  53'  N.,  long,  y  west  firom 
Washington.  Distant  from  Albany  by  the  ereat  western  road  298 
miles ;  by  the  Erie  canal,  364 ;  from  New  York,  by  Albany  and  Utica, 
445 ;  by  Morristown,  N.  J.,  Owego,  and  Ithaca,  857 ;  from  Rochester, 
73 ;  from  Niagara  Falls,  22 ;  from  Erie,  Penn.,  90 ;  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  103 ;  from  Detroit,  Mich.,  290 ;  from  Toronto,  U.  C,  72 ;  from 
Montreal,  L.  C,  427 ;  and  from  Washington  City,  376  miles.  Buffalo  is 
the  port  of  entry  for  the  Niagara  district,  including  Silver  Creei^ 
Dunkirk,  and  Portland,  and  all  above  the  falls.  It  is  an  entrepot  for 
the  ^at  and  growing  trade  between  New  York  and  a  large  portion 
of  Upper  Canada  and  the  great  west. 

Buiralo  was  originally  laid  out  in  1801,  by  the  Holland  Land  Compaq 
ny,  on  a  bluff  or  terrace  rising  50  feet  above  the  water,  and  partly  on 
the  low  and  marshy  ground  extending  from  the  terrace  to  the  creek 
and  lake.    This  marsh  has  been  drained,  and  a  large  portion  of  tfae^ 
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business  part  of  the  city  lies  upcm  it    The  Erie  canal  firom  Tone- 

wanda  village  is  continued  along  the  margin  of  Niagara  river  and 
the  shore  of  the  lake  to  the  city.  A  mole  or  pier  of  vt^ood  and  stone, 
1^0  feet  long,  extends  from  the  south  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek, 
forming  a  partial  breakwater  to  protect  the  shipping  from  the  gales 
which  are  felt  here.  For  the  better  accommodation  of  trade,  a  ship 
canal,  80  feet  wide  and  13  deep,  was  completed  in  1633,  across  the 
harbor  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  a  distance  of  700  yardis.  A  light- 
house built  of  hmestone  stands  on  the  end  of  the  pier,  46  feet  in 
heijzht 

From  the  time  of  the  foundation  of  this  place  to  1812,  it  increased 
slowly.  In  that  year  it  became  a  military  post,  and  in  December, 
1813,  every  building  in  it  was  burnt  save  two;  by  the  British  and  In- 
dians. Many  of  the  inhabitants  were  taken  prisoners  to  MontrcaL 
The  place  was  soon  rebuilt,  and  by  1817,  it  contained  100  houses, 
some  of  which  were  large  and  elegant  It  was  incorporated  as  a 
village  in  1822,  and,  in  1823,  had  the  courthouse  and  jail,  and  upwards 
of  300  buildings.  It  had  then  felt  in  advance  the  influence  of  the 
Erie  canal,  and  much  improvement  was  made  in  anticipation  of  the 
completion  of  that  great  work.  In  1829,  it  had  400  houses  and  more 
than  2,000  inhabitants.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1832,  and 
contains  at  this  time  about  2,000  houses,  and  18,041  inhabitants. 
There  are  13  churches,  viz:  1  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  1  Free 
Congregational,  1  German  Lutheran,  1  Unitarian,  1  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, 1  Methodist  Reformed,  1  Baptist,  1  Universalist,  2  Catholic,  1 
(Jerman  Evangelical,  and  1  Bethel,  a  literary  and  scientific  academy, 
incorporated  in  182't,  3  banks,  5  weekly  and  2  daily  newspapers, 
and  many  hotels  and  taverns  required  for  the  great  concourse  of 
strangers  here.  The  building  public  and  private,  are  generally  good, 
many  of  them  four  stories  nign>  among  which  are  fine  specimens 
of  architecture.  An  enterprising  citizen,  Mr.  Rathbun,  during  the 
year  1835,  erected  99  buildings,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  about 
•500,000 ;  of  these,  52  were  stores  of  the  fint  class,  32  dwellings,  a 
theatre,  Ac." 

The  foUo  wiing  is  a  western  view  of  the  Seneca  Mission  church,  on 
the  Indian  reservation,  four  miles  from  the  main  street  in  Bufialo.  The 
church  is  somewhat  on  the  congregational  plan.  This  building  was 
erected  in  1829,  almost  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  Indians.  The 
Rev.  Asher  Wright  is  their  minister,  and  resides  a  short  distance  from 
the  church.  In  order  to  render  himself  more  usefiil  to  them,  he  has 
acquired  their  language,  as  they  are  but  partially  acquainted  with 
the  English.  They  seem  to  be  much  attached  to  him.  The  Indian 
burying  ground  is  about  25  rods  north  of  the  church.  This  spot  is 
the  site  of  an  Indian  fort,  on  which  some  vestiges  of  the  wall  are  still 
remaining.  The  Senecas  have  a  tradition  that  there  was  a  great  battle 
fought  here  against  a  hostile  tribe  ;  that  the  bodies  of  the  slain  were 
collected,  and  burnt-sacrifices  were  oflTered,  &c.  This  is  strongly 
corroborated  by  the  fact  of  human  bones,  those  of  animals,  and  com 
in  a  burnt  state,  having  been  dug  up  on  this  spot    Four  or  five  graves 
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Seneca  Mission  House,  Bufaio  Reservation. 

only  bare  monuments.  The  following  inscriptiona  were  cofned  from 
two  of  them.  Red  Jacket's  monument  was  erected  by  totne  penont 
cotuiected  with  the  theatre  in  Buffalo: 

"  SuoTiwiTBA,  Keeper  Awike,  Bed  Jacket;  duel  of  the  Wolf  Tribe  of  the  Bmmcm^ 
dtefiiend  end  protector  ofhii  people.    Dinl  Jen.  SO,  1B39,  eced  78  je*n.  beeted  by — ,"  • 


"  In  msmofy  of  '  The  While  Women,'  Miry  JemiMa,  daiuhier  of  1 
id  Jane  Irwin,  bom  on  the  oceui  betweea  Ireland  ind  PhilubltUi  in 


elidni  in  1741,  or  '4S,  te. 
Obo,  •.■        ■  ■ 


ken  cepdve  it  Man^  Creek,  Penn.,  in  1TS5,  cirriMl  down  ihe  Ohio,  tdaptwl  into 
dian  bmity  in  17S9.  removed  to  GcDcsae  riTei,  waa  naturaliied  in  1817,  mnoved  n  am 
pbee  in  1831,  and  haiiug  lurriTed  two  hmbandi  and  G*e  cfaildmi,  learioc  dn««  Blil  dw, 
ibe  died  Sept.  19tb,  IB33,  aged  about  91  ytan,  biTing  I  few  wMka  bdbn  upmaad  • 
bope  of  paiilon  Ihrongh  Jeeua  Chriat.    The  cotineil  of  £e  Lord  iball  Hand." 

There  are  about  lune  hundred  Indians  on  the  Buffiilo  creek  reter* 
Tation ;  of  this  number  about  six  hundred  and  serentT'five  are  Seo- 
ecas,  the  rest  Onondagas,  Oneidaa,  Tuscaroraa,  a  few  Mohawlu,  and 
four  or  five  Stockbridge  Indians.  They  have  eight  peace  and  two 
war  chiefs,  who  have  a  seat  in  the  council  of  the  confederated  Six 
Nations.  There  are  about  ninety  chiefs  in  the  Seneca  nation,  per- 
sons authorized  to  sign  treaties,  &c.  These  chiefs  preside  over  about 
2,400  Indians,  who  live  on  the  Buffalo  creek,  Tonewanda,  Allegany, 
and  Cattaraugus  reservations.  Many  attempts  have  been  made,  by 
treaty  and  otherwise,  to  get  possession  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the 
vicinity  of  Buffalo.  It  is  fclieved  that  the  fiill  extent  of  the  bribery, 
fraud,  and  vtllany  which  has  been  practised  upon  the  Indians,  in 
order  to  make  them  sign  treaties  for  their  lands,  will  never  be  fully 
known.  At  present,  only  about  one  fourteenth  part  of  the  Indians 
are  willing  to  remove.  Whether  the  recent  attempts  of  the  land 
speculators  to  get  the  Indian  territory  into  tbetr  possession  will  prove 
auccessfiil,  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  following  is  an  eastern  view  of  the  house  of  William  Jones,  and 
the  cabin  of  Red  Jacket,  both  situated  about  80  rods  fi-om  the  Mis- 
non  church.  The  bouse  of  Jones,  which  is  seen  on  the  right,  is  a 
ftur  specimen  of  the  better  sort  of  Indian  bouses.  It  is  said  that 
Jones  was  ofiered  ten  thounnd  dollars  bv  the  land  speculators,  if  he 
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Hotue  of  Bed  Jacket,  on  the  Buffah  BeseroaHon. 

would  sign  his  name  to  the  treaty,  conveying  away  the  Indian  lands. 
Although  as  anxious  and  diligent  as  most  white  men  in  the  pmrsuit  of 
wealth,  yet  considering  it  would  be  injurious  to  his  Indian  brelhr^i, 
he  refused  the  bribe.  The  cabin  seen  on  the  left,  is  constructed  of 
hewed  logs,  and  was  the  residence  of  the  celebrated  chief  Red 
Jacket,  during  the  latter  period  of  his  life.  It  stands  back  a  few  rods 
from  the  road,  and  is  quite  humble  in  its  appearance. 

The  following  biographical  sketch  of  Red  Jacket  is  taken  princi- 
pally from  the  14th  vol.  of  the  New.  York  Mirror,  and  partly  from 
persons  on  the  reservation,  who  were  acquainted  with  the  subject  of  it. 

Red  Jackel  wis  born  in  1756.  His  birthplace  is  suppoaed  to  have  been  ■!  ■  plan  for. 
ineriT  called  "  Old  Cule,"  about  3  milei  weal  of  GeoeTi,  in  the  preaent  limila  of  the  unrn 
of  Seneca.  Hii  Indian  name  was  Sa.ga.yttii.attt.ha,  a  word  aignilying  one  who  keeps 
awake  hy  magical  influence.  During  the  revolution,  tlie  Senecaa  fought  under  the  Biiliih 
Blandard.  Although  quite  young,  hii  activity  and  inielligence  allncied  the  aiientioD  of  Ihs 
Bridah  officer*.  Bylhem  ha  waa  preaenled  with  a  richly  embroidered  acorlei  jacket,  lldi 
be  wore  on  ill  occaaiong,  and  fiom  ibia  circumstance  arms  die  name  by  which  he  it  kiuiwa 
among  the  whiles.  During  the  reTolution  he  look  Utile  or  no  pari  as  a  wanior,  but  Ui 
penonal  acdvity  and  IrBnscendent  nlenls  won  Ihe  esteem  of  bis  tribe.  A  gendemaa  who 
knew  him  indmitely  for  more  than  30  yeais  in  peace  and  in  war,  speaks  of  him  in  the  fiiL 
lowing  lerms.  "  Red  Jacket  waa  a  peilcci  Indian  in  every  respect,  in  coalume,  in  hii 
contempt  of  the  dreaa  uf  the  white  men,  in  hia  haired  and  uppueiiion  to  the  miaaionarica, 
and  in  hia  attachment  to,  and  veneration  for  Ihe  aneieni  cuEloma  and  mdidona  of  his  tribe. 
He  had  a  contempt  for  the  English  language,  and  diodoined  to  use  any  other  than  hia  own. 
Ue  waa  the  finest  specimen  of  the  Indian  character  that  1  ever  knew,  and  suatained  it  wilb 
more  dignity  than  any  other  chief.  He  waa  second  (o  none  in  audioriiy  in  his  tribe.  Aa 
an  orator  he  was  unequalled  by  any  Indian  I  ever  saw,  Hia  language  waa  beaulilid  and 
figuralive,  as  the  Indian  language  always  i^  and  delivered  with  die  greatest  eaai  aid 
fluency.  His  geaiiculadon  waa  easy,  graceful,  and  natural.  Hia  voice  was  diatinci  and 
clear,  and  he  alwaji  spoke  with  great  anitnaiion.  His  memory  was  very  atrong.  I  hivt 
acted  as  interpreter  to  moat  of  his  spi'eches,  to  which  no  iranslalioa  coidd  do  adequate  jna. 
tice." 

Tbe  following  interesting  anecdotes  ar«  illustmlive  of  his  peculiar  poinla  of  chancier,  li 
well  as  of  his  ready  eloquence.  Al  a  council  held  widi  ihe  Senecos,  a  dispute  arose  bclwaaa 
Got.  Tompkins  and  Red  Jacket,  conneclcd  with  a  treaty  of  some  yean  alanding.  Ilia 
governor  stated  one  thing,  and  ihe  Indian  chief  insistad  thai  the  reverse  waa  irve.  Bai,ilwii 
rejoined,  "  you  have  forgotten — we  have  ii  wriiien  down  on  paper."  "  The  paper  ikta 
tells  a  lie,"  was  the  confideni  answer  i  "  I  have  it  writien  here,"  continued  the  chief,  pladug 
Ua  hand  with  great  dignity  upon  his  brow.  "  You  Yankeea  are  born  with  a  feather  ba. 
nsavn  yoor  fingcn ;  but  your  p«pet  doei  not  apeak  the  truth.    Tha  Indian  keepa  Wa 
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knowledge  here— thie  is  die  book  the  Great  Spirit  gave  us — it  does  not  He !"    A  reference 
'  was  immediately  made  to  the  treaty  in  question,  when,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  precenty 
and  to  the  tnumph  of  th«  fsway  atateaman,  the  document  confirmed  ereiy  word  ^at  ha 
had  ottered. 

It  happened  durinf  the  letolation  that  a  treaty  was  held  with  the  Indiana  at  which  La- 
fayette was  preaent,  the  olijeet  of  which  waa  to  unite  the  various  tribes  in  amity  widi 
.^nerica.  The  nn^jority  of  the  chieft  were  firiendly,  but  there  was  much  opposition  made 
to  it,  especially  by  a  young  warrior,  who  declared  that  when  an  alliance  was  entered  into 
with  America,  he  should  consider  that  the  sun  of  his  country  had  aet  forever.  In  hia  traveli 
through  the  Indian  country,  when  last  in  America,  it  happened  at  a  large  asaemblage  of 
chiefe,  that  Lafiiyette  referred  to  the  treaty  in  question,  and  turning  to  Red  Jacket,  said. 
**  Pray  tell  me,  if  you  can,  what  has  become  of  that  daring  youth  who  so  decidedly  oi^KMed 
all  propositions  for  peace  and  amity  V*  **  I  myself  am  the  man,**  rephed  Red  Jacket ; 
**  the  decided  enemy  of  the  Americans,  so  long  as  the  hope  of  successfully  opposing  them 
remained,  but  now  their  true  and  fritbful  ally  until  death.** 

During  the  late  war.  Red  Jacket  with  his  tribe  enlisted  on  the  American  aide.  He  fought 
through  the  whole  war,  and  dbplayed  the  moet  undaunted  intrepidity ;  while  in  no  instance 
did  he  exhibit  the  ferocity  of  the  savage,  or  disgrace  himself  by  any  act  of  inhumanity. 

Red  Jacket  was  the  foe  of  the  white  man.  His  nation  was  his  god  ;  her  honor,  preser- 
vation, and  liberty,  his  religion.  He  hated  the  missionary  of  the  cross,  because  he  feared 
some  secret  design  upon  the  lands,  the  peace,  or  the  independence  of  the  Senecas.  Ha 
never  understood  Christianity.  Its  sublime  disinterestedness  exceeded  his  conceptions. 
He  was  a  keen  observer  of  human  nature ;  and  saw  that  among  white  and  red  men,  sordid 
interest  was  equally  the  spring  of  action.  He  therefore  natrniilly  enough  auspected  every 
aCranger  who  came  to  his  tribe,  of  aome  design  on  their  little  and  dearly  prized  domains. 
His  tribe  was  divided  into  two  fictions,  one  of  which,  fixmi  being  in  favor  of  the  miasionariea, 
waa  called  the  Christian,  and  the  other,  from  their  opposition,  the  pagan  party.  His  wife, 
who  would  attend  the  religious  meetings  of  the  Christian  party,  received  much  persecution 
from  him  on  this  account.  During  his  last  sickness  there  seemed  to  be  quite  a  change  in 
regard  to  his  feelings  respecting  Christianity.  He  repeatedly  remarked  to  hia  wife,  that  ha 
waa  sorry  that  he  had  persecuted  her, — that  she  was  right  and  he  wrong,  and  aa  his  dying 
■dvice,  told  her,  "  Persevere  in  your  religion^  it  is  the  right  way  ."* 

A  few  days  before  his  decease,  he  sent  for  Mr.  Harris,  the  missionary ;  but  he  was  aU 
tending  an  ecclesiastical  council,  and  did  not  receive  the  message  until  after  the  death  of  the 
ehief.  In  his  last  wandering  moments  it  is  said  that  he  directed  that  a  vial  of  ookl  water 
afaould  be  placed  in  his  coffin,  so  that  he  might  have  something  with  which  to  fight  the  evfl  % 
spirit.  A  considerable  number  of  people  from  Buffalo  attended  his  funeral,  some  of  whom 
vrished  him  buried  in  the  ancient  or  pagan  style.  He  was,  however,  interred  in  the  Christiaii 
manner,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  his  relatives.  He  left  two  wives,  but  none  of 
his  children  survived  him.  Two  of  his  sons  are  supposed  to  have  died  Christiana.  Rev. 
Jabez  B.  Hyde,  a  teacher  to  the  Senecas  before  the  war  of  1812,  statea  that  one  of  the  aona 
of  Red  Jacket  was  the  first  convert  to  Chrisiianity  from  this  tribe. 

For  some  months  previous  to  his  death,  time  had  made  such  ravages  on  hia  constitntion 
aa  to  render  him  fully  sensible  of  his  approaching  dissolution.  To  that  event  he  often  ad. 
▼erted,  and  always  in  the  language  of  philosophic  calmness.  He  visited  successively  all  his 
most  intimate  fnenda  at  their  cabins,  and  conversed  with  them  upon  the  condition  of  the 
nation  in  the  moet  affecting  and  impressive  manner.  He  told  them  that  he  waa  passing 
away,  and  his  counsels  would  soon  be  heard  no  more.  He  ran  over  the  history  of  his  peo. 
pie  from  the  most  remote  period  to  which  his  knowledge  extended,  and  pointed  out,  aa  few 
could,  the  wrongs,  the  privations,  and  the  loss  of  character,  which  almost  of  themselves 
constimted  that  history.  "  I  am  about  to  leave  you,**  said  he,  **  and  when  I  am  gone,  and 
my  warning  shall  no  longer  be  heard  or  regarded,  the  crafl  and  the  avarice  of  the  whita 
man  will  prevail.  Many  winters  have  I  breasted  the  storm,  but  I  am  an  aged  tree,  and  can 
stand  no  longer.  My  leaves  are  fedlen,  my  branches  are  withered,  and  I  am  shaken  by 
every  breeze.  Soon  my  aged  trunk  will  be  prostrate,  and  the  foot  of  the  exulting  foe  of 
the  Indian  may  be  placed  upon  it  in  safety ;  for  I  leave  none  who  will  be  enabled  to  avenge 
anch  an  indignity.  Think  not  I  mourn  for  myself.  I  go  to  join  the  spirits  of  my  fiithers, 
where  age  cannot  come  ;  but  my  heart  faila  when  I  thiiuL  of  my  people,  who  are  soon  to 
be  scattered  and  forgotten.** 

At  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Buffalo  in  the  last  war,  most  of  the 
regular  American  troops  were  removed  from  the  Niagara  frontier. 
Gov.  Tompkins,  on  being  informed  of  this,  ordered  out  tne  militia  for 
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its  defence.  On  the  25th  December,  1813,  Gen.  Hall  had  anembled 
at  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo  2,000  men.  On  the  night  of  the  29th, 
the  eneiny  were  discovered  approaching  the  American  shore  in  great 
force.  The  militia  were  ordered  to  oppose  their  landing,  but  the 
main  body  fled  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Col.  Blakesley's  regi* 
ment,  with  other  detached  corps,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
600  men,  formed  in  a  line,  and  poured  a  destructive  fire  on  the  eneiny 
as  they  approached  the  shore.  They  were,  however,  overpowered 
by  numbers,  slnd  forced  to  retire.  Gen.  Hall  retired  with  the  remains 
of  the  dispersed  militia  to  Eleven  Mile  creek,  where  he  was  able  to 
collect  only  about  300  men  to  cover  the  flying  inhabitants.  The 
frontier  presented  one  scene  of  universal  desolation.  "  The  misera- 
ble inhabitants  who  escaped  tiie  Indian  tomahawk,  fled  into  the  in- 
terior, without  shelter  or  means  of  support,  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
and  subsisted  on  the  charity  of  their  friends."  The  following,  relative 
to  these  events,  is  extracted  from  an  oflicial  letter  to  Gov.  Tompkins: 

**  On  my  arrival  at  Batavia,  I  found  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  and  the  eoontiy 
west,  as  far  as  Buflfaio  on  the  main  road,  had,  on  receiving  information  of  the  Umlinf  cif 
the  enemy,  fled  and  left  their  homes,  but  were  generally  returning.  I  proceeded  to  n^fri^ 
And  found  that  flourishing  \illage  totally  destroyed.  The  only  buildings  remaining  in  it  av 
a  jail,  which  is  built  of  stone,  a  small  flume  house,  and  an  armorer's  shop.  All  the  hootM 
east  of  Buflalo  on  the  Batavia  road,  for  two  miles,  excepting  log-houses,  are  also  deatroyed, 
and  almost  every  building  between  Buflalo  and  Niagara  along  the  river,  had,  I  was  inibnned, 
■bared  the  same  fate.  The  enemy  had  with  him  at  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo,  a  nomlMr  if 
Indians,  (the  general  opinion  in  that  country  is  about  two  hundred,)  who  puriiied  thek  ac 
customed  mode  of  horrid  warfare,  by  tomahawking,  scalping,  and  otherwise  mutilatiiif  tilt 
persons  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Among  the  victims  of  their  savage  barbarity,  waeiilCit. 
Lovejoy,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  tomahawked  and  afterward  burnt  in  her  own  booee.  Tht 
conduct  of  these  savages  has  struck  the  minds  of  the  people  on  the  Niagara  frontier  wiA 
•uch  horror,  as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  more  eflicient  force  than  the  ordinaiy 
mihtia  of  the  country  should  be  employed  for  its  protection,  to  prevent  its  becomiof  en- 
tirely depopulated.  There  was,  when  I  left  Batavia,  between  five  and  aiz  hundred  militia  at 
Wiiliamsville  and  in  its  vicinity,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Hopkins,  and  about  the 
number  on  the  ridge  road  near  the  arsenal,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Hopkins.  It 
the  intention  of  (>en.  Hall,  who  was  at  Batavia,  to  make  up  the  number  at  each  of 
stations  to  1,000  men.  There  was  also  at  Batavia  about  100  regulars,  under  the 
of  Major  Riddle,  who  had  received  orders  to  march  to  William^rille.'* 

Brant,  recently  formed  from  Collins,  is  situated  in  the  southwestern 
comer  of  the  county,  bounded  partly  on  the  S.  by  Cattaraugus  cnA ; 
centrally  distant  from  Buffalo  26  miles.    Pop.  1,066. 

CuEEKTowAGA,  recently  erected  from  the  southern  portion  of  Am- 
herst ;  from  Buffalo,  W.,  7  miles.  The  line  of  the  Buffalo  and  Bata- 
via railroad  passes  centrally  through  the  town.     Pop.  1,187. 

Clarence,  organized  in  1808 ;  l^unds  since  altered ;  from  Albany 
26.5  miles.  Clarence,  18  miles  N£.  from  Buffido,  has  about  60 
dwellings.     Pop.  2,271. 

CoLDEN,  taken  from  Holland  in  1827;  from  Albany  2879  from 
Buffalo.  SE.,  21  miles.     Pop.  1,085. 

Collins,  taken  from  Concord  in  1821 ;  from  Bufialo,  S.,  M  mOes. 
Lodi  village  is  partly  in  this  town  and  partly  in  Cattaraugus  co. 
(See  Persia,  Cattaraugus  co.)  A  large  portion  of  this  town  was  set- 
tled by  Friends.  Pop.  4,227.  Collins  Centre  and  Can^s  Cornets  axe 
small  villages. 
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Coffoous  taken  from  Willink  in  1818 ;  from  Albany  388  milei. 
SpringviUe  yillage»  inoorporatcd  in  1884, 88  miles  SK  from  Bufiklo,  has 
,1  Baptist^  1  jifethodist,  and  1  Presbyterian  church,  a  flourishing 
Academy,  110  dwellings,  7  mercantile  stores,  a  large  flouring  miin 
arected  at  the  expense  of  t80,000,  two  woollen  factories,  &c.,  and 
about  700  inhabitants.  Concord  Centre  and  Waterville  Comers  are 
small  villages.     Pop.  3,004. 

Edbn,  organized  in  1818 ;  centrally  distant  from  Buffalo,  S.,  16 
miles.  Eden  and  Eden  Valley  are  small  villages.  Many  (merman 
and  Swiss  emigrants  have  settled  in  this  town.    Pop.  8,178. 

Evans,  taken  from  Elden  in  1881 ;  fit)m  Albany  893,  from  Bufialor 
SW.,  19  miles.  Jerusalem  Comers  and  Evans  are  small  villagea* 
Pop.  1,888. 

Hamburg,  taken  fit)m  Willink  in  1818 ;  from  Buffalo  centrally  dis- 
tanty  SE.,  10  miles.  Hamburg,  E.  Hamburg,  Water  Valley,  Whitea 
Comers,  and  Hamburg  on  the  lake,  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  3,784^ 

Holland,  taken  from  Aurora  in  1818 ;  bounds  since  altered  ;  from 
Bufialo,  SE.,  84  miles.     Holland  is  a  small  village.     Pop.  1,848. 
.   Lancaster,  taken  from  Clarence  in  1833 ;  from  Albany  880  miles. 
Lancaster,  10  miles  £.  of  Buffalo,  is  a  small  village.     Town  Line,  od 
fhe  Lancaster  and  Alden  line,  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  8,083. 

Newstead,  originally  organized  by  the  name  of  Erie,  as  part  of 
G^iesee  county,  and  taken  from  Batavia  in  1804 ;  from  Albany  800 
miles.  Akron,  84  miles  NE.  from  Buffalo,  and  Fisher's  Falls,  are 
small  villages.     Newstead  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  8,653. 

Sardinia,  taken  from  Concord  in  1881 ;  from  Albany  873  miles. 
Sardinia  on  the  Cattaraugus  creek,  34  miles  SE.  from  Bufialo,  haa 
about  50  dwellings.    Pop.  1,741. 

ToifBWANDA  was  recently  taken  from  Buffalo.  It  comprises  Grand 
Island,  in  the  St  Lawrence,  and  a  small  tract  of  the  adjoining  main- 
land. Pop.  1,850.  Tonewanda  village  lies  at  the  mouth  and  on 
both  sides  of  Tonewanda  creek,  the  portion  lying  on  the  north  side 
of  the  creek  being  in  Wheatfield,  Niagara  co.  It  is  16  miles  SW. 
from  Lockport,  11  N.  from  Buffalo,  on  the  lines  of  the  Buffalo  and 
Niagara  railroad  and  the  Erie  canal,  which  latter  here  runs  in  the 
Tonewanda  creek.  Grand  Island,  called  by  the  Indians  Owanunffahf 
in  the  Niagara  river,  commences  about  5  miles  below  the  termma* 
tion  of  Lake  Erie,  runs  down  8  miles,  and  ends  within  3  of  Nia^ 
gara  Falls.  Its  breadth  varies  from  3  to  6  miles.  Oricinally  this 
with  the  small  islands  of  Strawberry,  Snake,  Squaw,  and  Bird,  be- 
longed to  the  Senecas,  and  were  purchased  of  them  by  the  state  for 
•1,000,  and  an  annuity  of  8500.  '*  The  state,  in  1833,  sold  Grand 
Island  to  the  East  Boston^  Co.,  who  have  eri^cted  upon  it,  on  the  site 
of  the  proposed  Jewish  city  of  Ararat,  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tonewanda  creek,  the  village  of  White  Haven,  ^named  after  Mr, 
Stephen  White,  who  resides  upon  Tonewanda  island  nearly  oppositeJ^ 
wh^re  they  have  a  steam  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  150  feet  square,  wiui 
room  for  15  gangs  of  saws,  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  several 
dwellingi^  a  building  .used  for  a  school  and  church,  a  commodious 
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wharf,  several  hundred  feet  long,  and  a  spacious  dock  of  fnles  for 
storing  and  securing  floating  timber.  The  principal  object  of  the 
company  is  to  prepare  timber  for  vessels  on  the  lakes  and  the  ocean, 
fitting  the  frames  to  the  models  given ;  in  which  they  avail  them- 
selves, not  only  of  their  special  resources  on  the  island,  but  of  all 
which  the  vast  region  around  the  upper  lakes  affords."  The  oper* 
tions  of  this  company  are  at  present  suspended. 

**  Id  1816  and  *17,  a  number  of  persons  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  went  on  Uni 
island.  They  marked  out  the  boundaries  of  their  different  poepeasions ;  elected  magistFatei 
and  other  officers  from  among  themselves ;  and  gave  out  that  they  were  amenable  to  neither 
government,  but  an  independent  community.  After  the  question  of  boundary  was  settled, 
the  state  of  New  York  passed  a  law  to  drive  them  off;  but  that  was  not  effected  till  the 
severe  measure  was  resorted  to  of  destroying  their  houses,  which  was  done  by  the  sheriff 
and  posse  of  Erie  county.  *  Grand  Island  was  selected  by  Major  Noah,  (now  of  the  atf 
of  New  York,)  on  which  to  build  a  city,  and  establish  a  colony  of  Jews,  with  the  view  of 
making  it  the  Ararat,  or  resting-place  of  that  dispersed  people.  There  it  was  anticipated 
that  their  government  would  be  organized,  and  thence  the  laws  would  emanate  which 
■gain  were  to  bring  together  the  children  of  Israel,  and  re-ostablbh  them  as  a  nation  upon 
the  earth.  The  European  Rabbi  did  not  sanction  the  scheme,  and  it  vanished  as  a  day. 
dream  of  the  learned  and  worthy  projector.'* — Steele^a  Book  of  Niagara  Falls. 

The  monument  erected  by  Major  Noah  is  now  standing.  It  is 
about  14  feet  in  height.  The  lower  part  is  built  of  brick, — the  upper 
or  pyramidal  portion  is  of  wood,  ana  the  whole  painted  white.  The 
following  is  inscribed  upon  the  tablet,  which  faces  the  east 

ARARAT, 

A  CITY  OF  BEFT79E  fOE  TBI  JEWS, 

Founded  by  Mordbcai  M.     Noah,  in  lAe  itfimlA  Tizri,  5586, 

September,  1895,  and  in  the  50th  year  of  American 

Independence. 

Wales,  taken  from  Willink  in  1818 ;  from  Bufialo,  SE.,  20  miki. 
Wales,  S.  Wales,  and  Wales  Centre,  are  villages.    Pop.  2,441.  ^ 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

EssKX  CO01VTT,  formed  from  Clinton  in  1799,  was  originally  aetded 
from  New  England.  Its  greatest  length  N.  and  S.  43,  greatest 
breadth  E.  and  W.  41  lAiles;  centrally  distant  from  New  York  871f 

•  2V«M<-^'  Hear,  0  lanal,  the  Locd  our  God  ii  ona  Lord.**— DmiL  vi.  4. 
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and  from  Albany  IM  nules.    Fdp.  88,090.    The  county  ii 

iMo  15  towns.    ^  The  surfiMse  of  this  county  is  decidedly  mountain- 

«is^  m  which  respect  it  bears  a  striking  contrast  to  the  St  Lawrence. 

p>  lA  ildditibii  to  this,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  hills,  as  well  as  the 
dioontains,  are  steep  and  abrupt,  and  almost  uniformly  present,  on 
one  side,  a  precipice  nearly  perpendicular.  In  this  county  there  are . 
no  long  and  gradual  slopes,  or  gentle  risinj^  towards  the  moun- 
tain summit,  but  they  are  always  bold  and  dimcult  of  ascent  A  sur- 
face of  country  thus  chairacterized,  combined  also  with  great  height, 
both  of  the  general  surface  and  especially  of  numerous  peaks,  alters 
to  a  very  great  extent  its  agricultural  character.  By  this  combinap 
tion,  the  mean  temperature  of  the  county  is  reduced  so  low,  that  the 
cultivation  of  some  of  the  most  useful  vegetables  is  prevented,  or  they 
are  crops  so  uncertain,  on  account  of  late  springs  and  early  autumnal 
frosts,  that  little  inducement  is  held  out  for  trying  them  even  as  matters 
of  experiment.  There  are,  however,  some  bright  and  favored  places 
where  most  of  the  essential  vegetable  productions  are  raised,  ana  even 
grow  luxuriantly,  as  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain  and  the 
▼alleys  of  the  upper  Hudson."  But  the  agricultural  poverty  of  this 
oonnty  is  amply  compensated  by  her  immense  mineral  resources. 
^  Many  years  must  elapse  before  a  correct  estimate  can  be  formed 
in  regard  to  their  real  extent  and  value.  To  say  that  there  are  here 
numerous  beds  of  magnetic  iron  ore,  would  scarcely  convey  a  true 
idea  of  the  enormous  deposits  of  that  mineral  which  are  jjbund  in 
Tarious  parts  of  the  county.  The  ore  is  everywhere  of  sufficient 
purity  for  the  manufacturer,  and  if  only  a  small  portion  of  it  can  be 
wrouffht,  Essex  must  become  one  of  the  most  thnving  counties  in  the 
state.^— ^ite  Geol.  Rep. 

CflBSTERPiELn,  taken  from  Willsborough  in  1802.  Pop.  2,697. 
Port  Kent,  a  small  village  25  miles  from  Elizabethtown,  upon  the 
lake,  is  the  stopping  place  for  the  steamboats.  Port  Douglass,  also 
upon  the  lake,  is  the  snipping  place  for  the  Clintonville  iron  works. 

^  Port  Randall  is  a  village  in  the  SB.  part  Keeseville  is  a  flourishing 
o^anu&cturing  village  on  the  Au  Sable  river,  which  forms  here  the 

'^  boondary  line  between  the  counties  of  Clinton  and  Essex.  It  is  21 
miles  from  Elizabethtown,  and  16  from  Plattsburg.  There  are  1 
Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Catholic  church,  an  Academy,  10  mer- 
cantile stores,  225  dwellings,  the  Essex  County  Bank,  and  1,800  inhabit- 
ants. This  place  is  now  the  centre  of  business  for  the  great  iron 
and  lumber  district  of  the  Au  Sable  valley.  A  railroad  4J  miles  in 
length  connects  it  with  Port  Kent  Keeseville  was  originally  named 
••  Anderson's  Falls,"  from  a  Mr.  John  W.  Anderson,  who  settled  here 
about  the  year  1813.  At  this  time  he  was  almost  the  only  inhabitant 
in  the  place.  In  1819,  a  post-office  was  established,  and  the  present 
name  was  given  to  the  village  in  honor  of  Mr.  Richard  Keese,  a 
mrtner  of  Anderson's.  The  first  clergyman  was  the  Rev.  Elijah 
Crane,  a  pious  and  devoted  minister  of  the  Methodist  persuasion,  who 
located  himself  here  in  1825,  and  was  very  efficient  in  reforming  the 
morals  of  the  place.    Near  here  is  the  High  Bridge  of  Keeseville,  on 
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the  Au  Sable  river,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  natural  curiosities  in 
the  state. 

Crown  Poiwt,  organized  in  1780;  from  Albany  100  miles;  cen- 
trally distant  SE.  from  Elizabeth  20  miles.  Pop.  2,212.  Crown  Pointt 
whence  the  name  of  the  town  and  ancient  fort  are  derived,  is  sit- 
uated at  the  NE.  extremity,  and  is  formed  by  an  extensive  deep  bay 
on  the  west,  skirted  by  a  steep  mountain,  and  on  the  north  and  east 
by  the  body  of  the  lake.  Fort  Frederick,  at  this  place,  was  built  by 
the  French  in  1 73 1.  This  fortress  was  a  star  work,  being  in  the  form 
of  a  pentagon,  with  bastions  at  the  angles,  and  surrounded  by  a  ditch 
walled  in  with  stone.  This  post  secured  the  command  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  guarded  the  passage  into  Canada.  It  was  through 
this  lake,  by  the  route  of  Crown  Point,  that  the  parties  of  French  and 
Indians  made  their  blood v  incursions  upon  the  frontiers  of  New  Eng- 
land and  New  York.  This  fort  was  subsequently  blown  up ;  and  its 
site  is  now  marked  by  a  heap  of  ruins.  This  place  being  abandoned 
by  the  French,  in  1759,  to  Gen.  Amherst,  fort  Crown  Point  was  after* 
ward  erected,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  has  at  a 
distance  something  the  appearance  of  Ticonderoga.  The  walls  were 
of  wood  and  earth,  16  feet  high,  22  thick,  enclosing  an  area  of  1^500 
yards  square, surrounded  by  a  deep  broad  ditch  cut  into  granite.  There 
were  here  a  double  row  of  stone  barracks,  and  on  the  north,  a  nte 
with  a  drawbridge  and  covered  way  leading  to  the  lake.  Tbese 
works  and  those  adjoining,  which  were  extensive,  are  now  moetlj 
heaps  of  rubbish.  Crown  Point  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  in  May,  1775,  but  wis 
evacuated  the  next  year.  The  disastrous  expedition  aeainst  Canaid^ 
was  terminated  near  this  place,  by  the  destruction  of  the  lake  fleet 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Arnold,  Oct  13th,  1776.  Arnold,  on  his 
retreat  from  Canada,  on  board  his  fleet,  was  pursued  by  the  enemy 
so  closely,  that  he  was  obliged  to  run  his  vessel  on  shore  and  blow 
up  five  gondolas.  The  British  soon  established  themselves,  with  their 
army  and  fleet,  at  Crown  Point,  and  strengthened  the  fortifications ; 
but  ere  long  they  abandoned  the  station  and  retired  to  Canada. 

Elizab£tuto\vn,  settled  in  1785,  and  organized  in  1708;  from  Al- 
bany 126,  from  Lake  Champlain,  W.,  8  miles.  Pop.  1,061.  Eliza- 
beth, the  county  seat,  is  a  small  village  of  30  or  40  dwellings.  About 
a  mile  SW.  of  the  village  is  a  detached  mountain  called  the  Gianl 
of  the  valley,  the  summit  of  which  is  elevated  1,200  feet  above  the 

filain,  and  commands  a  very  extensive  prospect  to  the  eastward, 
t  embraces  a  view  of  the  whole  valley  of  Lake  Champlain,  compris- 
ing Plattsburg,  Burlington,  Vergennes,  Middlebury,  and  many  other 
▼illagea. 

Essex,  taken  from  Willsborough  in  1805 ;  from  Albany  133  miles. 
Pop.  1,681.  Essex  village,  handsomely  situated  upon  Lake  Cham- 
plain, has  about  40  or  50  dwellings.  About  12  mites  NE.  of  Eliza^ 
oetli  is  the  noted  SpUt  Uock.  This  curiosity  is  part  of  a  rocky  pro- 
montory projecting  into  the  lake  about  150  feet,  and  elevated  40 
above  toe  water.    The  part  broken  off  contains  half  an  acre  covered 
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with  tnet,  and  is  separated  about  SO  feet  firom  tlie  main  rock.  Tha 
oppoaing  lides  fit  the  promineDcefl  of  the  one,  coiresponding  with  tlie 
cavitiea  of  the  other.  Through  this  fiasure  a  line  has  been  let  down 
to  the  depth  of  500  feet  without  reaching  the  bottom.  There  is  a 
third  post-office  called  Wessex. 

Jay,  settled  in  1790,  by  emigrants  from  New  England.  "The 
Forks,"  Upper  Village,  and  JayviJlc,  are  manufacturing  villages ;  the 
latter  is  20  miles  NW.  of  Elizabeth,  the  county  seat.  There  is  a 
large  quantity  of  iron  annually  manufactured  in  this  town.    Pop.  2,200. 

Kebne,  taken  from  Elizabeth  and  Jay  in  180S ;  from  Albany  138, 
from  Elizabeth,  W.,  12  miles.  The  settlemenU  at  the  "  FlaU**  were 
commenced  in  1707,  and  those  at  the  "Great  Plains,"  in  1804. 
Pop.  780. 


Adirondack  Mountains. 

The  Adirondack  mountains,  which  are  partially  in  this  town,  were 
comparatively  but  little  known  until  explored  by  the  state  geologists. 
They  named  them  from  the  Adirondack  Indians,  who  formerly  dwell 
in  this  region.  The  group,  as  a  whole,  is  more  loftv  than  the  White 
Hills  of  New  Hampshire,  though  the  main  summit,  IVIount  Washing- 
ton, exceeds  the  highest  by  767  feet.  Mount  Marcy  (named  in  honor 
of  ei-govemor  Marcy)  is  the  most  lofty,  being  5,337  feet,  or  57 
feel  over  a  mile  in  height.  Large  banks  of  snow  have  been  observed 
on  this  peak  as  late  as  the  middle  of  July  ;  and  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  ice  is  formed  there  every  night  in  summer. 

Lewis,  settled  about  1800,  and  taken  from  Willsborough  in  1805. 
This  township  has  its  surface  much  broken  by  high  mountains.  Iron 
ore  is  abundant  Lewis,  5  miles  N.  from  Elizabeth,  is  the  post  vil- 
lase.     Pop.  1,500. 

MiMEavA,  taken  from  Schroon  in  1804.  Minerva  Four  Comers,  in 
the  SE.,  OS  miles  NE.  from  Albany,  40  SW.  from  EUzabethtowo,  ia 
tlw  post  village.     Pop.  455. 
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MoRiAH,  on  Lake  Champlain,  taken  from  Crown  Point  and  Elisi- 
bethtown  in  1808;  from  Albany  114,  from  Eli2abethtown  centniltjr 
distant  S.  10  miles.  Iron  ore  of  cxcHlcnt  quality  abounds  here. 
Pop.  2,595.  This  place  was  first  settled  about  1785,  by  WilliaiB 
Mackenzie,  Esq.  Moriah,  West  Moriah,  Port  Henry,  and  Millbrooi, 
are  post  villages.     Pondsville  is  a  post-office. 

Newcomb,  taken  from  Minerva  and  Moriah  in  1828 ;  N.  from  Al- 
bany 120,  centrally  distant  SW,  from  Elizabethtown  30  nriiles.  Pop. 
74.  The  Adirondack  mountains  are  partially  in  this  town,  McHmt 
Marcy,  the  highest,  being  on  the  dividing  line  between  tliis  and  Keene. 
Newcomb  is  a  small  settlement,  centrally  situated. 

ScuROON,  taken  from  Crown  Point  in  1804,  Schroon,  SO  miles  S. 
from  Elizabeth,  Paradox,  and  Iloffinan,  are  small  post  villages.  Pop. 
1,660. 


Ruins  of  Fori  'Hconderoga. 

TrcoNDEROGA,*  taken  from  Crown  Point  in  1804 ;  from  Albany  198, 
S.  from  Elizabeth  30  miles.  Alexandria  and  Ticonderoga  are  thiiv- 
ing  villages ;  the  former  at  the  upper  fall,  near  Lake  George,  and  dw 
latter  on  the  lower  fails,  near  Lake  Champlain,  about  one  mile  apart 
Pop.  2,168. 

The  above  is  a  representation  of  the  ruins  of  Fort  Ticonderoga, 
the  fortress  so  celebrated  in  colonial  and  revolutionary  history. 
These  ruins  are  situated  on  a  peninsula  of  about  500  acres,  elevated 
upwards  of  100  feet  above  Lake  Champlain,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake 
George's  outlet  This  fortress  was  originally  erected  by  the  French 
in  1756,  and  was  called  by  them  Carillon,  and  was  a  place  of  much 
strength  by  nature  and  art,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  water,  siid 
having  half  the  fourth  covered  by  a  swamp,  and  the  omy  appnneb- 
able  point  defended  by  a  breastwork.  It  was,  however,  comnuutdsd 
by  Mount  Defiance  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek  or  outlet,  vhichi 
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towen  750  feet  above  the  lake.  It  was  on  the  Bummit  of  thii  monn- 
tam'that  Gen.  Burgo^e'n  troops  showed  themselves  on  the  mornins 
of  July  4th,  1777,  with  a  battery  of  heavy  cannon,  which  they  had 
drawn  up  alone  the  ridge  during  the  night  The  distance  from  the 
■ummit  to  the  fort,  in  a  straight  line,  is  about  a  mile.  The  position  was 
■o  commanding  that  they  could  count  ail  the  men  in  the  fort,  and 
fiiUy  justified  Gen.  St  Clair  in  ordering  an  immediate  retreat  of  the 
garrison.  Mount  Independence,  connected  in  history  with  Ticonde* 
roga,  lies  in  Vermont,  one  mile  from  the  fort  on  the  east  side  of  tba 
lake.     There  are  here  also  remains  of  military  works. 

The  following  account  of  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Abercrombie  before 
Ticonderoga,  JulyS,  1758,  is  from  the  3d  volume  of  Macauley'aHi*' 
tory  of  PJew  York : 

"  The  expediliDD  (giirul  71conderag&  and  Crown  Point  wu  conducted  by  AbereranilM 
fa  ptnon.  In  the  be^nning  of  Jul]'  he  embarked  im  forcea,  unountiiiB  to  nearly  mta 
hotaand  nguUra  uid  ten  ihouaand  protinciala,  on  Lake  George,  on  board  erf  nine  hnndnd 

b. .dred  aad  ihinf.Sis  whde  boali,  with  prDviaiana,Brtillei7,  and  unroo. 

lu:  .1       .~   .  <  3a  of  ciDiion  were  iDdunlsd  QD  [Bill,  to  cover  tbe  prupoeed  ludiiv  at 

tin-  ■II' I  ;  ..(  ill.'  .!,..  Elatly  [he  neit  morning  be  reached  the  Iwdii^:  [^Ce,  which  was 
in  ■  covp  ail  ilie  wi?';!  nde  of  the  lake  near  its  inue,  leading  to  the  adTBnced  ntrd  of  Oia 
enemy,  cumposed  uf  om  iMtaJion,  in  a  lagged  cunp.  He  inunediiiely  deb«fced  Ua 
fences,  and  aficr  tiaviii(  fonned  them  into  three  colunuia,  manihed  to  the  eaemy'i  ■dnnced 
pw(.  which  WW  sbBiHtoned  with  predpilaiion.  He  continued  hie  march  with  the  umr  lo- 
w»td>  Tic>inii«t<^,  with  the  inmiion  of  inTealing  it  i  but  ibe  route  lying  thm^  ■  difek 
wood  ibal  did  not  admit  of  my  regular  progreadon,  and  the  guidea  prtning  eiMmely  ig. 
nonnt,  ihe  inwpa  were  bewildered,  and  the  columns  brofcen  by  tiling  in  me  on  anMhsr. 
Lord  Kiiwe  being  adnnced  at  tbs  head  of  the  right  centre  column,  eocottnterad  *  Flench 
detachmtni,  that  had  Uikawise  leal  ita  way  in  the  retreat  froin  the  adTineed  poM,  and  a 
WBim  fkirmiiih  cnaiiing,  the  enemy  were  routed  with  eonmlsnble  loai ;  and  one  hondred 
and  (ony.f\sht  wtre  laken  priaoner*.  Thii  adnoiace  waa  pmchaaad  at  a  dear  tata.  L«td 
Howp,  nnd  unr  ^nhei  officer,  betidea  pciniee,  were  killed.  Tha  tonner  iaipokaaeftB 
very  bigh  lenna  for  liie  bravery.*  Abercrombie  perceiyiog  the  troop*  were  grauly  btigued 
■n.1  diaord^refi,  dvf iiied it  adviMble  to M  back  10  the  Uoding pbice.  Himi be  deuicbed 
Liciiicniirii.i'iiliirKi  BraJatreei,  with  ■  detachment,  to  lake  poaeeBrian  of  a  aaw-mitl  io  the 
fidnity  of  Ticonderogi,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned.  This  peel  being  seetlrsd, 
AbsFcrombie  advajtced  again  towards  Ticonderoga,  where,  hs  undentood  from  the  piisonen, 
Ae  enemy  had  asMmbled  eight  battalions,  with  a  body  of  Canadians  and  Indiaia,  amonnl- 
faf  in  all  to  ni  thousand  men.  The  actual  number,  however,  was  comiderahly  kMS,  not 
MceeJing  four  Ifaotnsnd  men,  as  was  afisrwatd  aacertained.  These,  they  said,  being  en. 
■wnpiid  bebra  (he  fon,  were  employed  in  meking  a  formidable  imrenchment,  where  ihey 
fataaded  to  wait  for  a  reinforcement  of  three  thousand  men,  who  had  beea  detached,  nndef 
Ae  MUmand  of  M.  de  Levi,  lo  make  a  divenion  on  the  side  of  the  Mohswk ;  hot  upon 
lBtdl%snce  of  Abercrombie's  apprDach,«ere  now  recalled  for  the  defence  of  Tieoodaroga, 
mis  information  induced  Abercrombie  lo  strike,  if  poesible,  some  deeisire  blow  before  Uia 
(anctiaa  conld  be  effected.  He  therefore  early  neit  morning  sent  his  engineer  lo  recon. 
Wilre  tbs  enemy's  intrenchmcnla ;  and  he,  upon  his  retmn,  repivted  that  the  woifca  bahig 
mQI  onfiniahed,  migfal  be  attempted  with  good  praepeci  of  •neceea.  A  diapaaiiioa  wm 
ttade  accordingly  for  the  attack,  and  after  proper  guarda  bad  been  left  at  the  aew^mll  and 
Aelandingplace,  the  whole  army  waa  puiin  motion.  The  troops  advanced  with  great  alacrily 
towards  tbs  iaMnchmenia,  which,  however,  they  found  altogether  impractkabte.  Tb« 
bnaalwutk  waa  laiwd  eight  feet  high,  and  the  ground  before  it  covered  with  an  abaula. 


M  of  ibg  amy.    FmaMs  IManlTallD. 


■■MHMlswibs'naiaple.  ll?IMikmd  tfeeli  cMMm  ft* 
MdMBtf  eniTanlelearwniflBMBb^Biia.  Wbea  acar 
Mb  atoa  IH  bsb,  bItuoI  hi  Ann  of  iLi  aniy  ■■  a  kla 
pas^a  Leee  Bnws  ftBM  moarnitajitt  Ida,  la/lDi, '  Hv  Lor 
.  MseonastaMSB,  ta  the  pnBvaUnn  or  yaua  ii  o(  kOeilB 
:  .«l%'raMsmwMliBideafti>yoa,a.BlB.blo 
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or  felled  tTMt,  with  dMor  boqi^  pomtu^;  oatwaid,  and  pngaetbv  ia 
render  the  intrenchment  ahnoet  inacceoible.  Notwithrtanding  then  diaconngiiig  diflM 
ties,  the  troops  inarched  up  to  the  assault  with  an  undaunted  iwohitioii,  and  tDMlind  • 
terrible  fire.  They  endeavored  to  force  their  way  through  theae  emhanaMnMiBli,  wmI «xm 
of  them  eren  mounted  the  parapet ;  but  the  enemy  were  00  well  covered,  and  dnfnndsj 
their  works  with  so  much  gallantry,  notwithstanding  their  greatly  inferior  nnmbaraa  dat  no 
impression  could  be  made  ;  the  carnage  became  fearfully  great,  and  the  awwiliiits  began  ta 
fell  into  great  confusion,  after  several  attacks,  which  lasted  several  boon.  AbefcnaBbiebf 
this  time  saw  plainly  that  no  hope  of  success  remained ;  and  in  order  to  praveoi  a  totd  iL 
feat,  sounded  a  retreat,  leaving  about  two  thoummd  men  on  the  field.  Evoiy  oorpo  of  tbi 
army  behaved,  on  this  unfortunate  day,  with  remarkable  intrepidity ;  die  greateat  kas  «» 
tained  among  the  corps,  was  that  of  die  regiment  of  Lord  John  Mumy." 

The  seizure  of  the  fortress  of  Ticonderoga,  by  Col.  Ethan  Al]eii» 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1775,  is  thus  related  by  Ramsay,  in  his  history 

of  the  American  Kevolution : 

**  It  early  occurred  to  many,  that  if  the  sword  decided  the  controversy  between  Great 
JMtain  and  her  colonics,  the  poeseasion  of  Ticonderoga  would  be  easential  to  the  secoriij 
of  the  latter.  Situated  on  a  promontory,  formed  at  the  junction  of  the  waters  of  Lake 
George  and  Lake  Champioin,  it  was  the  key  of  all  communication  between  New  Totk  aad 
Canada.  Messrs.  Deane,  Wooeter,  Parsons,  Stevens,  and  others  of  Connecticnt,  planiied 
a  scheme  for  obtaining  possession  of  this  valuable  pusL  Having  procured  a  loan  of  J  ,800 
dollars  of  public  money,  and  provided  a  sufHcicnt  quantity  of  powder  and  ball,  they  set  off 
for  Bennington,  to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  Colonel  AUen  of  that  jdace.  Two  famdnd 
and  seventy  men,  mostly  of  that  brave  and  hardy  people  who  are  called  green  raomitA 
boys,  were  speedily  collected  at  Castleton,  which  was  fixed  on  as  the  place  of  rendeivoBii 
At  this  place  Colonel  Arnold,  who,  though  attended  on|y  with  a  servant,  waa  proaecaliM 
the  same  object,  unexpectedly  joined  them.  He  had  been  early  choaen  a  captain  of  a  vaC 
imteer  company  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Haven,  among  whom  he  resided.  As  aoon  as 
he  received  news  of  the  Lexington  battle,  he  marched  off  with  hia  company  fiw  the  vk 
cinity  of  Boeton,  and  arrived  there,  though  150  miles  distant,  in  a  few  daya.  Immadiaialf 
after  his  arrival  he  waited  on  the  Massachusetts  committee  of  safety,  and  infonned  tbami 
that  there  were  at  Ticonderoga  many  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  great  quantity  of  vahabli 
stores,  and  diat  the  fort  was  in  a  ruinoua  condition,  and  garrisoned  only  by  about  40  ■»& 
They  appointed  him  a  colonel,  and  commissioned  hira  to  raise  400  men,  and  to  take  Ti» 
conderoga.  The  leaders  of  the  party  which  had  previoualy  rendezvoused  at  Caatletoii,  ad> 
mitted  Colonel  Arnold  to  join  them,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Colonel  Allen  dioald  be  tiis 
commander  in  chief  of  the  expedition,  and  that  Colonel  Arnold  ahould  be  his  asajstanti 
They  proceeded  without  delay,  and  arrived  in  the  night  at  Lake  Champlain,  opposita  to  IV 
conderoga.  Allen  and  Arnold  crossed  over  with  83  men,  and  landed  near  the  garrison. 
They  contended  who  should  go  in  first,  but  it  was  at  last  agreed  that  they  should  both  fo 
in  tc^Uier.  They  advanced  abreast,  and  entered  the  fort  at  the  dawning  of  day.  A  aentiy 
snapped  his  piece  at  one  of  them,  and  then  retreated  through  the  covered  way  to  the  pa^ 
lade.  The  Americans  followed,  and  immediately  drew  up.  The  commander,  sorprind  m 
his  bed,  was  called  upon  to  surrender  the  fort.  He  asked.  By  what  authority  T  Colooal 
Allen  replied,  *  /  demand  it  in  the  name  of  the  great  Jehoiak,  and  of  the  eomjimwUi 
eangren:  No  resistance  was  made,  and  the  fort,  with  its  valuable  storea  and  forty.«ghl 
prisoners,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  The  boats  had  been  sent  back  for  tfca  !•• 
mainder  of  the  men,  but  the  business  was  done  before  they  got  over.  Cokxiel  Seih  W«. 
ner  was  sent  ofi*  with  a  party  to  take  possession  of  Crown  Point,  where  a  sergeant  and  19 
men  performed  garrison  duty.  This  was  speedily  effected.  The  next  object,  cattnig  fer 
the  attention  of  the  Americans,  was  to  obtain  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain,  bat  to  aa> 
complish  this,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  get  possession  of  a  sloop  of  war,  lying  at  8t 
Johns,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake.  With  the  view  of  capturing  thb  aloop  it 
waa  agreed  to  man  and  arm  a  schooner  lying  at  South  Bay,  and  that  Arnold  abould  cos* 
mand  her,  and  that  Allen  ahould  command  some  batteaux  on  the  same  AKpwlition.  A  fe* 
voraUe  wind  carried  the  schooner  ahead  of  the  batteaux,  and  Clonal  Aroold  got  mmA 
ate  possession  of  the  sloop  by  surprise.  The  wind  again  fevoiing  him,  he  rstomed  wMl 
his  priae  to  Ticonderoga,  and  rejoined  Colonel  Allen.  The  latter  aoon  went  homo,  and  tha 
former  with  a  number  of  men  agreed  to  remain  there  in  gairisoo.  In  this  mpid  wmuum 
the  possession  of  Ticonderoga  and  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain  w«i«  obttiaed,  wMk 
any  Umb,  by  a  few  determined  man." 
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The  following  account  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga  by  Gen- 
eral St  Clair,  on  July  6,  1777,  and  some  of  the  events  which  follow- 
ed, is  from  the  3d  volume  of  Macauley's  History  of  New  York : 

**  From  Crown  Point,  the  British  army  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the  lake ;  the  naval 
fiiree  keeping  its  station  in  the  centre  ;  the  frigate  and  gun-boats  cast  anchor  just  out  of 
cuiDon'Shot  from  the  American  works.  On  the  near  approach  of  the  right  wing,  which 
advanced  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  on  the  second  of  July,  the  Americans  abandoned 
and  set  fire  to  their  works,  biock-houses  and  saw-mills,  towards  Lake  George  ;  and  with- 
out attempting  any  serious  opposition,  suffered  General  Phillips  to  take  po6sesi>ion  of  Mount 
Hope.  This  post  commanded  the  American  lines  in  a  great  degree,  and  cut  off  their  com- 
munication with  Lake  George.  The  enemy  charged  the  Americans,  on  this  occasion^  with 
snpineness  and  want  of  vigor ;  but  this  charge  seems  not  well-founded ;  they  had  not  meo 
•oough  to  make  any  effectual  opposition  to  the  powerful  force  which  tlircatencd  to  enclose 
them. 

*'  In  the  mean  time,  the  British  army  proceeded  with  such  expedition  in  the  constructioD 
of  their  works,  the  bringing  up  of  their  artillery,  stores,  and  provisions,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  poets  and  communications,  that  by  the  fifth,  matters  were  so  for  advanced  as  to 
require  but  one  or  two  days  more  to  completely  invest  the  posts  on  both  sides  of  the  lake. 
Mount  Defiance  had  also  been  examined,  and  the  advantages  which  it  presented  were  so 
important,  that  it  had  been  determined  to  take  possession,  and  erect  a  battery  there.  This 
work,  though  attended  with  extreme  difficulty  and  labor,  had  been  carried  on  by  General 
Fhillipe  with  much  expedition  and  success.  A  road  had  been  made  over  very  rough 
Cround,  to  the  top  of  the  mount ;  and  the  enemy  were  at  work  in  constructing  a  level  for  a 
battery,  and  transporting  their  cannon.  As  soon  as  this  battery  should  be  ready  to  play^ 
die  American  works  would  have  been  completely  invested  on  all  sides. 

**  Tbe^  situation  of  General  St.  Clair  was  now  very  critical.  He  called  a  council  of  war. 
Id  deliberate  on  measures  to  be  taken.  He  informed  them  that  their  whole  effective  num. 
ber  was  not  sufficient  to  man  one  half  of  the  works ;  that  as  the  whole  must  be  constantly 
<m  duty,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  endure  the  fatigue  for  any  considerable  length 
of  time ;  that  General  Schuyler,  who  was  then  at  Fort  Edward,  had  not  sufficient  forces  to 
VBliere  them ;  and  that,  as  the  enemy's  batteries  were  nearly  ready  to  open  upon  them,  and 
the  place  would  be  completely  invested  in  twenty.four  hours,  nothing  could  save  the  troops 
bat  an  immediate  evacuation  of  the  posts. 

'•  It  was  proposed  that  the  baggage  of  the  army,  with  such  artillery  stores  and  provisions 
as  the  necessity  of  the  occasion  would  admit,  should  be  embarked  with  a  strong  detach- 
ment on  board  of  two  hundred  buttoaux,  and  despatched  under  convoy  of  five  armed  gal. 
lejrs,  up  the  lake  to  Skeensborough,  (Whitehall,)  and  that  the  main  body  of  the  army  should 
proceed  by  land,  taking  its  route  on  the  road  to  Castleton,  which  was  about  thirty  miles 
aoutheast  of  Ticonderoga,  and  join  the  boats  and  galleys  at  Skeensborough.  It  was  thought 
necessary  to  keep  the  matter  a  secret  till  the  time  should  come,  when  it  was  to  be  ex. 
ecuted.  Hence,  the  necessary  preparations  could  not  be  made,  and  it  was  not  possible  to 
prevent  irregularity  and  disorder,  in  the  different  embarkations  and  movements  of  the 
troops. 

••  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  July  the  sixth,  General  St.  Clair  left  Ticonderoga, 
and  about  three,  the  troops  at  Mount  Independence  were  put  in  motion.  The  house  which 
bad  been  occupied  by  General  de  Fennoy  was,  contrary  to  orders,  set  on  fire.  This  afforded 
complete  information  to  the  enemy  of  what  was  going  forward,  and  enabled  them  to  see 
erery  movement  of  the  Americans — at  the  same  time,  it  impressed  the  latter  with  such  an 
idea  of  discovery  and  danger,  as  precipitated  them  into  great  disorder.  About  four  o'clock. 
Colonel  Francis  brought  ofi"  the  rear-guard,  and  conducted  their  retreat  in  a  regular  man. 
ner ;  and  soon  after,  some  of  the  regiments,  through  the  exertions  of  their  officers,  recov. 
ered  from  their  confusion.  When  the  troops  arrived  at  Hubbardton  they  were  halted  for 
nearly  two  hours,  and  the  rear-guard  was  increased  by  many  who  did  not  at  first  belong  to 
it,  but  were  picked  up  on  the  road,  having  been  unable  to  keep  up  with  their  regiments. 
'The  rear-guard  was  here  put  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Seth  Wam^,  with  orders  to 
IbUow  the  army,  as  soon  as  the  whole  came  up,  and  to  halt  about  a  mile  and  a  half  short 
of  the  main  body.  The  army  then  proceeded  to  Castleton,  about  six  milee  further-— Colonel 
Warner,  with  the  rear-guard  and  stragglers,  remaining  at  Hubbardton. 

**  The  retreat  of  the  Americans  from  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  was  no 
iooner  perceived  by  the  British,  than  General  Frazer  began  an  eager  pursuit  with  hii  bri- 
nde.  Mi^or-general  Reidesel  was  ordered  to  join  in  the  pursuit  with  the  greater  part  of  hia 
Cronnans.    General  Frazer  continued  the  pursuit  through  the  day,  and  having  received  iiw 
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tclligenee  that  tha  rear  of  die  American  army  was  at  no  great  distanee,  otdend  lua  bmii  to 
fie  that  night  upon  their  arms.  On  July  seventh,  at  five  in  the  morning,  he  came  op  vith 
Colonel  Warner,  who  had  about  one  thousand  men.  The  British  advanced  boldly  to  the 
attack,  and  the  two  bodies  formed  within  sixty  yards  of  each  other.  The  c<mfliet  was 
fierce  and  bloody.  Colonel  Francis  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  fighting  with  great 
gallantry.  Warner  was  so  well  supported  by  his  officers  and  men,  that  the  assulants  broke 
and  gave  way.  They  soon,  however,  recovered  from  their  disorder,  formed  again,  aatf 
charged  the  Americans  with  the  bayonet,  when  they,  in  their  turn,  were  pat  into  disorder ; 
these,  however,  rallied  and  returned  to  the  charge,  and  the  issue  of  the  battle  became  da. 
bious.  At  that  moment.  General  Reidesel  appeared  with  the  advance  party  of  his  Gciw 
mans.  These  being  led  into  action,  soon  decided  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and  the  Amcr. 
leans  had  to  retreat.  The  loss  in  this  action  was  very  considerable  on  the  American  side. 
Colonel  Hale,  who  had  not  brought  his  regiment,  which  consisted  of  militia,  into  actioQ, 
although  ordered  so  to  do,  in  attempting  to  escape  by  flight,  fell  in  with  an  inconsiderable 
pal^  of  the  enemy,  and  surrendered  himself,  and  a  number  of  his  men,  priaoneiaL  la 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  the  Americans  lost  in  this  action  three  hundred  and  twenty. 
faar  men,  and  the  British  one  hundred  and  eighty  .three  in  killed  and  woimded." 

Westport,  taken  from  Elizabeth  town  in  1815.  Iron  ore  abounds. 
Pop.  1,932.  Westport,  a  thriving  village  at  the  head  of  NW.  bay  of 
Lalie  Champlain,  8  miles  east  of  Elizabcthtown,  contains  about  sixty 
dwellings.     Wadhams  Mills,  on  the  Boquet,  is  a  small  village. 

WiLLSBOEouGH,  ohginally  organized  as  part  of  Clinton  county  in 
1788 ;  since  modified.  Pop.  1,667.  Willsborough,  2  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Boquet  river,  N.  from  Albany  138,  and  from  Elizabeth 
£.13  miles,  is  a  manufacturing  village,  and  has  about  50  dwellings. 

Wilmington,  taken  from  Jay  in  1821 ;  name  and  boundaries  since 
altered;  from  Albany  148,  from  Elizabeth  NW.  20  miles.  The 
White  Face  Mountain  here  commands  a  view  of  more  than  100  miles 
in  extent,  including  Montreal,  Ogdensburg,  and  Lake  Ontario.  Pop. 
928. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Franklin  county,  taken  from  Clinton  in  1808,  is  centrally  distant 
from  New  York  287,  from  Albany  NW.  142  miles.  Greatest  length 
60,  greatest  breadth  30  miles.  The  hi^h  northern  latitude  sufficiently 
indicates  the  rigors  of  the  climate.  The  forests  are  very  dense,  con- 
sisting of  trees  of  immense  size.  In  the  southwestern  part  are  some 
lofty  ridges  of  mountains,  but  of  all  the  rest  a  large  portion  is  rather 
level  than  hilly.  The  settlements  are  almost  wholly  in  the  northern 
part,  extending  about  15  miles  S.  from  the  N.  line,  and  even  here  are 
•parse ;  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  county  being  as  yet  covered 
with  the  primitive  forests.  The  soil  is  a  sandy  loam,  occasionally 
mixed  with  clay,  stony,  and  the  fields  commonly  among  thrifty  fium- 
ers  are  fenced  with  stones  gathered  from  the  surface.  Some  wheat 
is  raised,  but  it  is  an  uncertain  crop,  whilst  grass,  oats,  barley,  corny 
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Sl  Lawrence  river.    Pop.  16,450.    The  county  is  divided  into  IS 
towns.  % 

Bangor,  taken  from  Dickenson  in  1812 ;  distant  NW.  from  Albany 
821  miles.  Pop.  1,218.  Bangor,  5  miles  W.  of  Malone,  and  W.  Baii-i 
gor,  are  post  villages.  The  population  is  principally  distributed  along 
two  roads  about  3  miles  asunder,  known  as  the  North  and  South  streets. 

Belmont,  taken  from  Chateaugua,  in  1833 ;  N  W.  from  Albany  186. 
Pop.  470.     Belmont  is  a  small  village,  12  miles  SE.  of  Malone. 

Bombay,  taken  from  Fort  Covineton  in  1833 ;  NW.  from  Malone  30 
miles.  Pod.  1,446.  The  Indian  village  of  St.  Regis  lies  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  St  Regis  river,  upon  the  northern  boundary.  The  reservation 
of  this  tribe  lies  partly  in  this  town  and  partly  in  Fort  Covington, 
extending  3  by  1 1  miles.  Hogansburg  and  Bombay  Four  Comers 
are  villages.  The  present  or  late  chief  of  the  St.  Regis  Indians,  is  or 
was  a  descendant  of  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Williams  the 
minister  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  who  was  with  most  of  his  family  and 
neighbors  taken  prisoners  to  Canada  in  1704.  Mr.  Williams  was 
lurried  to  Lake  Champlain,  and  from  thence  to  Montreal  and  Quebec 
In  1706,  a  flag-ship  was  despatched  to  the  latter  place,  and  Mr. 
Williams  and  57  otner  captives  were  redeemed  and  sent  to  Boston : 
all  his  children  returned  with  the  exception  of  his  daughter  Eunice, 
who,  at  the  age  of  10  years,  was  left  behind.  She  adopted  the  manners 
of  the  Indians,  to  one  of  whom  she  was  married,  and  became  converted 
to  the  Catholic  faith.  Some  time  after  the  war,  she,  with  her  husband, 
visited  her  relations  at  Deerfield,  dressed  in  the  Indian  costume;  and 
though  every  persuasive  was  in  vain  tried  to  induce  her  to  abandon 
him  and  remain  among  her  connections,  she  still  persisted  in  wearing 
her  blanket  and  counting  her  beads,  and  returned  to  Canada,  where 
she  ended  her  days.  Her  descendants  still  continue  to  visit  their 
relatives  in  New  England,  by  whom  they  are  hospitably  received. 
One  of  them,  by  the  name  of  Eleazer  Williams,  has  been  educated  by 
his  friends  in  New  England  and  employed  as  a  missionary  to  the 
Indians  at  Green  Bay.  Mr.  Williams  some  years  since,  when  on  a 
visit  to  Canada,  found  the  Bible  of  his  great-grandfather,  the  Rev.  John 
Williams,  with  his  name  in  it  He  states,  that  when  Deerfield  was 
destroyed,  the  Indians  'took  a  small  church  bell,  which  is  now  hang^ 
ing  in  the  Indian  church  at  St  Re^is.  It  was  conveyed  on  a  sledge 
as  far  as  Lake  Champlain  and  buried,  and  was  afterward  taken  up 
and  conveyed  to  Canada. 

The  first  standard  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  late  war  was 
taken  at  this  pl^ce  by  Maj.  Guilford  Dudley  i  oung,  on  the  22d  of 
Oct,  1812.  The  following  account  of  this  event  is  extracted  firom 
newspapers  published  at  the  time. 

**  Major  Young,  of  ifae  Troy  militia,  commandant  of  a  detachment  stationed  at  Ttmuk 
JliOa,  on  the  St  Regia  river,  baring  received  information  tiiat  a  party  c(  the  enemy  had 
•nived  at  the  village  of  St  Regis,  and  that  more  were  ahortly  expected,  formed  a  reeolotiott 
l»  lake  th«n  before  they  were  reinforced.  For  this  purpose,  he  marched  a  detachment,  at 
11  o^elock  on  the  night  of  the  3lBt  of  October,  crossed  the  river  at  Oray^  Mills  aboatt^ 
and  at  5  in  the  morning  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village  unexpected  by  the  eoenr, 
Bme  the  miyor  made  soeh  ajudiciouedi^positien  of  hie  men.  that  the  enMny  we«a  taOuiifi 


IM  VmAVKUN   COUMIT. 


■nroonded,  and  after  a  few  dia^aigea,  Bturrendered  themMlfw  priioacm  with  te  Iffi  tf 
5  killed.  The  result  of  this  affair  was  the  capture  of  40  prisonen  with  their  ama,  eqdp. 
ments,  d^^  one  stand  of  colors  and  two  batteaux,  without  a  man  of  Sbt  partj  beiqf  ImC 
They  got  safe  back  to  camp  at  11  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  priaoaem  wen  eeat  eff  Is 
Plattsburg.  Biig.  Young  has  thus  had  the  honor  of  taking  the  fint  •tanduil  from  dM  m^ 
my  in  the  present  war.** 

Prmn  tMe  Albany  Gaxette  of  Jomnmry^  1813. 

**  On  Thursday;  the  5th  inst^  at  1  o*clockt  a  detachment  of  the  Tohintaer  mililia  of  Tnf 
entered  this  city,  with  the  British  colors  taken  at  St.  Regis.  The  detachmeot,  with  %  waftA 
eagles  in  the  centre,  and  the  British  colors  in  the  rear,  paraded  to  the  masw  of  Taakee 
Doodle  and  York  Fusileers,  through  Market  and  State  streets,  to  the  ea|Mtol,  the 


and  colors  in  the  centre.  The  remainder  of  the  vestibule,  and  the  gnnd  etaireaee  lettdiM 
tt>  the  hall  of  justice,  and  the  galleries  of  the  senate  and  aawmbly  chambera,  wen  crowrt 
with  spectators.  His  excellency  the  governor,  from  illness,  being  absent,  hk  soda,  CoIl  Lairt 
and  Lush,  advanced  from  the  council  chamber  to  receive  the  standard.**  Upon  which  M^ 
Young,  in  a  truly  military  and  gallant  style,  and  with  an  appropriate  addreaa,  pnMOtad  il  li 
the  people  of  New  York ;  to  which  Col.  Lush,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  repirad  in  a  MgUy 
complimentary  speech,  and  the  standard*  was  deposited  in  the  council  room,  amid  thaloal 
huzzas  of  the  citizens  and  military  salutes.  Subsequently  to  this  achievement,  M^.  Yoaqgt 
appointed  a  colonel  in  the  U.  S.  army. 


Brandon,  taken  from  Bangor  in  1828  ;  centrally  distant  SW.  from 
Malone  30  miles.  The  settlements  are  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 
Pop.  560. 

CuATEAUGCJA,  taken  from  Plattsburg  and  Chaniplain  as  part  of 
Clinton  county.  Chateaugua  Four  Comers,  1 3  miles  E.  from  Mfuone  oo 
the  turnpike  to  Plattsburg,  is  a  small  village.    West  Chateaugua  is  a 

g^st-ofiice.  Pop.  2,820.  There  is  in  this  town  a  cascade  on  the 
hateaugua  river  of  90  feet  perpendicular,  over  granite  rock.  Cha- 
teaugua was  sctded  in  April,  1804,  by  Benjamin  Roberts,  from  Man- 
chester, Vermont;  William  Bailey,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Nathan  Beman, 
came  about  the  same  time.  Mr.  Beman  acted  as  a  guide  in  conducting 
Col.  Ethan  Allen  into  Ticonderoga.  At  the  first  settlement  of  this 
place,  there  were  no  other  settlers  in  the  limits  of  the  county,  except- 
ing a  few  Canadians  at  French  mills,  now  Fort  Covington. 

A  skirmish  took  place  in  tliis  vicinity  during  the  late  war,  between 
the  British  and  a  portion  of  the  American  army  under  General 
Hampton,  which  was  designed  for  the  co-operation  upon  Montreal 
The  following  account  of  this  afiair  is  taken  from  "'  Perkiwf  History 
of  the  Late  War.** 

*  The  ftandard  b  at  prcwmt  rnnalning  In  the  capltol  at  Albany. 

f  TbM  oAcer  waa  a  native  of  Lebanon,  Gonn.    "  Aftrr  the  war  be  entered  the  patriot  wmrk 
Mliia,  and  km  his  lifu  in  the  •trunle  for  Mexican  independence  in  1817.    The  patriotB»  909  la 
poaMai>luo  of  a  noall  fort  which  waa  invested  by  a  royalist  force  of  3;W0  men.    Tbe  auppliaa  of 
and  water  being  cut  off,  the  sufferimpi  of  tbe  fanlson  and  women  and  children  in  tbe  fbit  bacaae 
many  of  the  soldiers  deeened,  so  that  not  more  than  150  elTrative  men  remained.    Ool.  Yo« 
knowinf  the  perfidy  of  the  enemy,  detennimsd  to  defend  the  fort  to  tbe  laaL    After  bavioK  hra 

tbe  enemy  in  a  number  of  endeavors  to  carry  the  fort  by  storm,  CoL  Young  was  killed  by  a 

ftom  the  bat^ry  raised  against  the  (brt.    *■  On  the  enemy's  last  retreat,  the  ooloaH,  anxious  loohMrveaD 
movements,  fearlessly  expoiied  his  person,  by  stepping  on  a  large  stone  on  tlie  ramparts;  ami  whUeon 
with  Dr.  Hennessey  on  the  successes  of  the  day,  and  on  the  dastardly  eondnct  of  llw  enamy,  ibo 
that  was  fired  from  their  battery  carried  off  his  bead.    Col.  Young  was  an  officer,  whom,  imn  lo  7 
American  part  of  the  division  had  been  accustomed  to  respect  and  admire.    In  eveit  action  Im 
oonqvieoous  for  his  daring  eourate  and  sfcilL    Mina  reposed  unbounded  oonfidetiee  in  hiok    la 
danger  be  was  collected,  gave  his  orders  with  precisloo,  and,  sword  in  hand,  was  always  In  tha 
combat    Honor  and  flrmnfm  marked  all  his  actkms.    He  was  generous  In  tbe  eztieme,  and  « 
tioos  with  a  cheerfulness  superior  to  that  of  any  other  otttcer  of  tbe  division.    He  baa 
aenrice  aa  Lieut  CoL  of  the  ttth  regiment  of  Infkntiy.    His  body  was  Interred  bf  tbe  Um 
nouid  be  spared  from  duty  with  evoy  poaslble  mark  of  honor  and  mapect;  and  tbe  general  gloQaa 
vaded  tbe  divWon  on  this  oceaston  was  the  rfncefest  tribute  that  oonld  be  oAred  by  ' 
dwir  fcwva  dilof.'  **^Bartm'»  UimtHati  CMmtimu  mi  JHtifuitiu  ^ 
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"  On  Ihe  moniii^  of  the  SIsl  of  Ociober,  1813,  Ibc  ■nn)'  commenced  a  movemeni  down 
tha  Cbstesugay.  An  BitenaivB  wood  of  10  or  12  milea  in  froni,  blocked  up  with  ftllad 
timber,  and  covered  bj  the  IndJoru  and  BniiBh  lighl  troops,  impeded  tbe  progreee  of  ihfl 
■rmy.  Gen,  Iwid  wu  detscbed  with  tbe  ligfat  troopa  and  one  regimeni  of  tbe  line  to  (urn 
ihnK  impediments  in  dink,  and  seize  on  ibe  open  country  below,  while  the  Drmy,  precedeil 
by  s  working  paiiy,  advanced  in  ■  more  circuitous,  but  prSLlicable  mute.  The  tnsanue  (UC- 
eeedpd,  and  ihe  main  body  reached  the  advanced  poaidon  on  the  Chateaugay,  an  Uil  ivening 
of  the  2Jd.  The  S3.1  and  d4ih  were  emplofed  in  getting  up  the  aruUery  and  alons.  There 
woi  now  in  fionlof  ihe  utiiyT  inile»of  open  country,  at  the  end  of  which  ciimmcnced  a  wood 
of  »ins  mdoa  in  etivnt,  which  had  been  funned  into  an  eiittrr  abaiiis,  tilled  with  a  aucceaioD 
of  wooden  breaaiworlu,  the  reannoai  of  which  waa  supplied  with  ordnance.  Tbe  Indiuu 
and  light  troopii  were  placed  in  front,  and  a  heavy  force  in  the  rear.  On  (ho  evening  of 
Ibe  SlSib,  Col.  Purdy,  widi  ihe  light  iroopB,  wos  detached  to  gain  ihe  rear  of  ibis  poailioii, 
while  Gen.  Izird  made  a  simultancoui  attack  in  front.  Cot.  Purdy  was  mialcd  by  his  guide*, 
the  attempt  (ailed,  and  the  advanced  corpf  retired,  with  a  Itea  of  50  killed,  wounded,  and 
mining,  to  a  poaition  3  milea  in  tbe  rear.  On  the  SSth,  Gen.  Hampton,  under  an  imprenioo 
ibai  Sir  George  Prevoit  nught  be  in  the  way  of  hie  fiiriher  advance,  fell  hack  to  hta  fonner 
railion  al  the  Chateaugay  Four  Curnera,"  and  immediately  conducted  his  army  bock  to 
FiatisbarE  for  winter  quaneta. 

Constable,  taken  from  Harrison  as  part  of  Clinton  county  in  1807; 
bounds  since  altered.  Pop.  1,121.  Constable  is  a  small  village  7 
miles  N.  of  Malone.     East  Constable  is  a  post-otfice. 

Dickenson,  taken  from  Harrison  (original  name  of  Malone)  in 
1808;  from  Malone  centrally  disianl  SW.  30  miles.  Pop.  1,005. 
This  town  is  about  50  miles  long,  N.  and  S.,  and  6  broad.  The  set- 
tlements are  in  the  northern  part. 

DinsE.  taken  from  Malone  in  1828;  centrally  distant  S.  of  Ma- 
lone 20  miles.  The  post  village  lies  in  the  N.  part  of  the  town,  where 
there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  iron  and  steel  manufactured  from 
ore  in  the  vicinity.     Pop.  324. 

FoBT  Covington,  named  afler  Gen,  Covington,  who  was  slain  at 
the  battle  of  Williamsburg  in  Canada,  November  11,  1813;  taken 
from  Constable  in  1817 ;  from  Malone  N,  7  miles.  In  the  Fork,  5 
miles  S.  of  the  St,  Lawrence,  is  the  post  village  of  Fort  Covington, 
formerly  called  "  French  Mills,"  which  contains  about  150  dwellings. 
Fort  Covington  of  the  late  war  was  in  this  township.  A  large  lum- 
ber business  is  here  conducted  by  the  way  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Pop.  2,098. 

Fbanklin,  recently  formed  from  Belmont;  centrally  distant  28 
miles  SE.  from  Malone.     The  post-office  is  at  Merritsville.     Pop.  192. 

Malone,  taken  from  Harrison,  and  organized  as  part  of  Clinton 
county  in  1805 ;  from  Albany  213  miles,  from  Flattsburg  W.  61,  and 
from  Ogdensburg  E.  70  miles.  Pop.  3,229.  Malone  village,  the 
county  seat,  is  situated  upon  both  sides  of  the  Salmon  river.  This 
stream  is  here  crossed  by  a  stone  bridge,  having  an  arch  of  97  feet 
■pan  and  a  roadway  of  70  feet  above  the  original  bed  of  the  stream. 
Shu  town  was  first  settled  by  Nathan  Wood,  an  emigrant  from 
yennont,  who  located  himself  about  a  mile  north  of  the  viSage.  Tha 
Mlowiag  view  was  taken  near  Hosford's  tavern,  and  shows  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  village.  The  public  building  on  the  extreme  led  ii 
(be  academy,  the  one  adjacent,  the  Baptist  church ;  the  steeple  of  a 
nrge  cotton  &ctory  is  seen  near  the  centre  of  the  engraving,  at  ths 
fcot  of  tbe  hill,  and  the  courthoiue  oa  the  right ;  the  t^reibyteiHii 
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Fieto  of  MaJoite, 

church,  a  large  and  substantial  stone  structure,  Is  not  brought  into 
this  view,  being  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  village. 

During  the  late  war,  (Feb.,  1814,)  a  detachment  of  Britiah  made  an 
incursion  into  this  place,  and  proceeded  as  far  aa  Chateaugoa  Fonr 
Comers.  They  were  commanded  by  Col.  Scott,  of  the  lOSd  Britiih 
regiment,  and  numbered  about  3,300  men,  including  many  Indiau. 
Hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  American  troops,  they  retreatai  in 
great  confusion,  though  not  without  destroying  the  bridgea  in  tbor 
rear.  The  whole  party  suffered  severely  in  their  retreat  by  a  tifr 
mendous  storm  of  snow  and  hail  which  prevailed  at  the  close  of  thB 
day,  and  lost  upwards  of  200  men  by  desertion. 

MoiBA,  taken  from  Dickenson  in  1827 ;  from  Albany  S35,  centrally 
distant  W.  of  Malone  14  miles.    Pop.  964.    Moira  is  a  small  villago. 

Webtville,  taken  from  Constable  in  1829 ;  from  Albany  233.  firom 
Malone  centrally  distant  NW.  9  miles.  Weatville  is  a  small  village. 
Fop.  1,033. 


PULTON  COUNTY. 

Pulton  cocntt  was  taken  from  the  northern  part  of  Montgomei9 
county  in  1638  ;  NW.  from  Albany  40  miles ;  length  E.  andW,  n 
miles,  breadth  N.  and  S.  17.  The  surface  of  the  northern  part  of 
this  county  is  hilly,  with  some  ranges  of  a  mountainous  character. 
The  Kayaderoaaeras  range  of  mountains  enters  the  county  on  dM 
NE.,  but  sinks  to  the  general  level  in  the  town  of  Northampton.  Tb* 
county  is  well  watered  and  contains  several  small  lakes.  It  ia  dind- 
«d  into  S  towns.    Pop.  18,038. 
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Bleekes,  taken  Trom  Jolinsto\^~n  in  1831 ;  from  Albany  63  mile*, 
fruni  Johstown  N.  13.  There  are  three  inconsiderahle  setliementB  in 
the  town.  The  soil  is  quite  poor  and  covered  with  small  evergreens. 
Pop.  346. 

BxoADALBriv,  taken  from  Caughnawaga  in  1793;  from  Albany  47 
miles,  from  Johnstown  NE.  10.  A  settlement  was  made  in  this  town 
m  17715,  by  Daniel  Mclntyre,  and  a  tew  other  emigrants  from  Scot- 
land ;  but  it  was  broken  up  during  the  revolutionary  war.  Fonda's 
Bush  or  Rawsonville,  10  miles  irom  Johnstown,  incorporuted  in 
1815,  has  about  800  inhabitants.  West  Galway  and  Union  MUIr 
are  small  post  villages.     Pop.  3,728. 

Efhrata,  taken  from  Palatine  in  1827;  from  Albany  58  miles, 
from  Johnstown  centrally  distant  W.  10.  This  town  was  settled  in 
1724,  by  Germans.  Pop,  2,009.  Pleasant  Valley,  Ephrata,  and 
Lasselsviile,  are  small  viliajr-^s. 


Southern  view  of  Johnstown. 


JoiTNsTowN,  originally  named  Caughnawaga.  was  founded  about  the 
year  1770,  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  resided  here  dnrins  the  lat- 
ter period  of  his  life,  essentiallv  in  the  rank,  and  with  mucn  of  the 
spU-ndor  of  a  nobleman.  Sir  VVilliam  and  his  family,  by  varioiu 
means,  became  possessed  of  vast  tracts  of  valuable  land  in  this  lectioa 
of  the  country,  and  had  many  tenants  and  retainers  under  them. 
Their  great  posses.sions.  however,  were  confiscated  during  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  on  account  of  their  adherence  to  the  British  cause. 
The  village  of  Johnstown  is  about  4  miles  N.  of  Fonda,  the  seat  of 
jostice  for  Montgomery  county,  and  44  from  Albany.  The  accom- 
panying engraving  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  as  viewed 
from  the  first  elevation  south,  on  trie  road  to  Caughnawaga  or  Fonda 
village.  The  courthouse  Is  the  first  building  seen  on  the  left  with  a 
spire;  Mayfield  mountains  appear  in  the  extreme  distance.  The  vil- 
lage contains  a  bank,  an  academy,  4  churches — 1  Presbyterian,  1 
Episcopal.  1    Dutch   Reformed,   and    1    Metho'list — and   about  SSO 
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dwellings.  It  is  situated  on  a  handsome  plain,  skirted  on  tho  N. 
and  W.  by  Cayadutta  creek,  and  on  the  S.  by  a  hill  of  moderate  ^ 
vation.  It  was  regularly  laid  out  by  Henry  Oothoudt,  Jeremiah  Vm 
Rensselaer,  and  Christopher  P.  Yates,  state  commissioners,  in  1784, 
and  was  incorporated  in  1B07.  The  village  of  KJnesboro  ii  4  milet 
N£.  from  Johnstown ;  it  has  a  Presbyterian  chur^,  an  academy, 
and  about  40  or  50  dwellings.  This  village  haa  acquired  some  celeb- 
rity, as  being  the  place  where  great  quantities  of  dressed  deer-akin 
gloves  and  mittens  have  been  manufactured.  The  town  of  Joluit- 
town  was  originally  organized  by  the  name  of  Caughnawaga  id 
1798}  its  territorial  limits  have  since  been  much  reduced,  ^op. 
5,40a 


Johnton  HaU,  in  Joknitovm. 

The  above  is  a  southeafltem  view  of  the  mansion-hoow  botlt  by 
Sir  William  Johnson,  called  "Johnson  Sail."  This  house,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Wells,  is  situated  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  NW. 
of  the  courthouse,  on  ground  gently  elevated  above  the  village.  The 
ball  itself  is  built  of  wood,  but  the  buildings  or  wings  on  each  side 
are  of  stone,  pierced  with  loop-holes  for  musketry.  When  Sir  Wil- 
liam occupied  these  buildings,  he  had  them  surrounded  by  a  stone 
breastwork.  While  in  possession  of  the  Johnson  family,  tni«  was  a 
place  of  resort  for  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations,  end  all  the  Mo- 
oawks  repaired  thither  to  receive  their  presents  from  the  British  gov- 
ernment 

William  Johnson  was  bom  in  Ireland  about  the  year  1714;  he 
was  a  nephew  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  the  naval  commander  who  dii- 
tinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of  Louisburgin  1745.  Sir  Peter  bat- 
ing married  a  sister  of  Chief-justice  De  Lancey  of  New  York,  jua- 
chased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  Mohawk,  and  about  the  year 
1734,  sent  for  his  nephew  to  come  to  America  and  superintend  tliii 
estate.  Young  Johnson  first  established  himself  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Schoharie,  afterward  erected  a  house  in  the  town  of  Amsterdam, 
and  subsequently  the  hall  at  Johnstown.  To  fulfil  the  duties  of  bti 
■commiHion,  he  learned  the  language  of  the  Indians,  itudied  thMT 
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maimers  and  cultivated  their  acquaintajice.  Hii  ntoatjon  betwem 
Albany  and  Oswegu  prcBented  a  fine  opportimity  for  trade,  and  Iw 
carried  on  a  large  tranic  with  thein,  auppIyiaK  them  with  jKOods,  and 
receiving  in  return  beavei-  and  oiher  akma.  By  a  course  ofaMgaaoaa 
measures  he  obtained  an  inilueuce  over  the  lodiaDB  greater  than  wak 
ever  possessed  by  any  other  white  man. 

la  1757,  Johnson  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  provincial 
troops  of  New  York,  whom  he  led  to  Lake  George,  where  waa 
achieved  the  lirst  victory  gained  on  the  British  side,  in  the  war  con^ 
mencing  at  that  period.  For  this  victory,  towards  which  he  did  but 
little  more  than  barely  hold  the  place  of  commander-io-chief,  he  r^ 
ceived  Irom  the  house  of  commons  £&J0O0  sterling;  uid  from  th« 
king,  the  title  of  baronet,  and  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Indiaft 
alfairs.  In  1759,  being  at  the  head  of  the  provincial  troops  employed 
under  Gen.  Prideaux  to  besiege  Port  Niagara,  he  became,  when  that  ' 
officer  was  killed,  the  commander-in-chief:  by  his  activity  and  slui( 
he  defeated  the  enemy  and  obtained  poHession  of  the  fort  and  gaiTi- 
son.  In  1760,  when  Gen.  Amherst  embarked  at  Oswego  on  bit  eX" 
pedition  to  Canada,  Sir  William  brought  to  him  at  that  place  1,000 
Indians  of  the  lR>quois  or  Six  JValions.  which  was  the  largest  number 
thai  had  ever  been  sepn  in  arin^  at  one  time  in  the  cause  of  England. 
"Sir  Wilhain  Johnson  possessed  considerable  talents  as  ao  orator, 
and  his  influence  over  the  Indians  was  not  a  little  owing  to  the  im- 
pression made  upon  them  by  means  of  his  elocution.  .  .' .  . '  He  had 
wives  and  concubines,  sons  and  daughters,  of  difierent  colors."  By 
Lady  Johnson  he  had  3  children — 1  sod  and  Sdaughterfc  Hit  soot 
Sir  John  Johneon,  took  side  with  the  British,  in  ue  revolitfionary 
war,  and  became  the  scourge  of  the  Mohawk  valley.  One  of  th* 
daughters  married  Col,  Claus,  and  the  other  Sir  Guy  Johnson.  Sir 
William  died  suddenly,  at  Johnson  Hall,  July  11th,  1774,  aged  60 
years ;  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  in  his  tiUe,  and  also  to  his  post 
as  major-general  of  the  militia. 

The  following  anecdote  respecting  Sir  William,  seems  to  evince, 
that  in  his  dealings  with  the  Indians,  who  have  a  good  reputation  for 
cunning,  he  was  not  outwitted.  Uendrick,  the  chief  of  the  Mohawki^ 
was  at  the  house  of  Sir  William  when  he  received  several  rich  suits 
of  laced  clothes.  Soon  after,  the  chief  came  to  liim  and  said,  "I 
dream."  "  Well !  what  did  you  dream  1"  "I  dream  you  give  me 
one  suit  of  clothes."  This  hint  could  not  be  mistaken  or  well  avoided, 
and  accordingly  Hendrick  received  a  suit.  Some  time  afterward 
fi^  William  meeting  Hendrick,  said  to  him,  "  I  dreamed  last  night." 
XHA  you  I  What  did  you  dream  V  "I  dreamed  vou  gave  me  a  tract 
of  land,"  describing  it  Hendrick  at  first  paused  at  the  enormity  of 
the  demand,  but  at  length  said,  "  You  may  have  the  land  i  but  we  no 
Jream  again,  you  dream  too  hard  for  me."  The  tract  of  land  thus 
obtained,  is  stated  to  have  been  13  miles  square,  m  the  present  county 
«f  Herkimer ;  the  title  to  it  was  confirmed  by  the  king,  and  was  called 

e  "  Royal  Grant" 

TIb|.  lower  wbicb  Sir  William  Johnson  acquired  onr  the  Indiana 
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desoended  to  hit  son  and  to  his  nephew,  CoL  Guy  JohnidB,  who  iw^ 
ceeded  him  in  the  agency  of  Indian  affairs.  As  the  fiunily  had  de- 
rived most  of  their  wealth  and  consideration  from  the  crowB»  thqr 
were,  as  mi^ht  be  supposed,  devoted  loyalists.  In  1775,  Gen*  Schvy* 
ler  prevailed  upon  tne  Indians  to  agree  to  be  neutral  in  the  coming 
conflict  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  influence  of  the  Johnsoi 
fiunily  prevailed  with  the  Indians,  and  induced  them  to  join  the 
British  cause.  It  also  appeared  that  Sir  John  was  forti^ii^  hii 
house  and  arming  the  Scotch  Highlanders,  his  tenants  and  adtereoti^  ^ 
Congress  having  heard  of  these  movements,  sent  Gen.  Schuyler  le 
disarm  these  persons,  and  take  other  measures  to  secure  the  tranquiffily 
of  Tryon  county.  Schuyler  set  out  on  this  mission  with  700  militia, 
but  before  he  reached  Caughnawaga  his  force  had  increased  to  threi 
thousand.  At  Schenectady  a  deputation  of  Mohawks  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Johnsons  met  him,  and  with  much  artfulness  endesp 
vored  to  dissuade  him  from  advancing.  On  the  16th  of  January, 
1776,  G«[L  Schuyler  despatched  a  letter  to  Sir  John,  requevting  hia 
to  meet  him  on  the  morrow ;  they  accordingly  met,  and  after  some  ' 
subsequent  delay,  he  and  the  Scotch  gentlemen  agreed  to  make  a 
delivery  of  the  arms  of  the  inhabitants.  Sir  John  likevnse  asneed 
that  he  would  not  go  westward  of  German  Flats  and  Kiasland  dis^ 
trict,  and  that  six  Scotch  inhabitants  might  be  taken  as  hostages.  On 
the  19th,  Schuyler  marched  into  Johnstown  and  drew  up  his  men  in 
a  line ;  the  Highlanders  were  drawn  up  facing  them,  and  ^rounded 
their  arms.  The  military  stores  were  surrendered :  and  this  service 
being  performed,  Schuyler  and  the  militia  returned.  It  was  found 
afterward  that  the  Highlanders  had  not  delivered  up  their  broad- 
swords or  ammunition. 

(^en.  Herkimer  was  left  by  Gen.  Schuyler  to  complete  the  disarm- 
ing of  the  hostile  inhabitants.  Sir  John,  notwithstanding  his  word  c€ 
honor,  continued  his  hostile  intrigues  with  the  Indians,  and  otherwise 
forfeited  his  promises.  It  was  found  necessary  to  secure  him,  and  in 
May,  1776,  Col.  Dayton  was  sent  on  this  duty.  The  tories  in  Al- 
bany gave  notice  to  Sir  John  of  his  approach,  and  the  knight  and  lus 
followers  fled  to  the  woods,  and  escaped  to  Canada,  arriving  at  Mon- 
treal after  nineteen  days  of  suffering  and  starvation.  He  feft  his  re- 
sidence in  much  haste :  an  iron  chest  with  the  family  Bible  and  papen 
were  buried  in  the  garden.  On  arriving  in  Canada,  the  baronet  was 
commissioned  a  British  colonel,  and  raised  the  regiment  of  tories  called 
the  Royal  Oreens,  By  his  adherence  to  the  British,  his  immense  estate 
was  forfeited,  and  this  appears  to  have  inspired  him  with  implacable 
revenge.  On  Sunday,  the  21st  of  May,  1780,  at  dead  of  night,  Sa 
John  Johnson,  with  a  force  of  about  500  men,  part  of  whom  were 
Indians,  made  an  incursion  into  Johnstown.  He  had  penetrated  the 
country  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  to  Crown  Point,  and  thenoe 
through  the  woods  to  the  Sacondaga  river.  The  following  acooial 
of  this  incursion  is  from  a  newspaper  published  Jime  15th,  1780. 

^  By  the  latest  intelligence  from  Schenectady,  we  are  informed  that  Sir  John  J^ 
(yrho  atylei  hioMlf  Lieiit.  odonel  commanding  the  King^  Royal  YoriMn,  ia  iIa 
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fivM  tDMme  of  die  piitonem,)  on  Loid'idafeTeiuog,  tke  Slit  nlt^  ludt  hii  inCappMmaM 
al  Johnwm  Hall,  nndiacovend  by  wnj  but  bis  fifieada,  wbo  no  doubt  wera  in  tbe  ttciic 
On  llonday,  about  daybreak,  tbey  began  to  bum  all  the  houaee  except  thoee  of  ^  toriaii 
buginning  at  Aaron  Putnam's,  below  Tripe's  Hill,  and  continued  burning  to  AntlMoy^ 
Hoee,  or  Aekei's  house,  except  a  few  which  by  die  vigilance  of  the  people  were  pitt  o«t 
ifbr  tbe  enemy  had  set  them  on  fire.  There  have  b^n  burnt  S3  hoosea  and  oat  hoiM 
and  a  mill ;  many  cattle  were  killed  in  the  field,  and  60  or  70  sheep  burnt  in  a  bam. 
Eleven  persons  were  killed.  CoL  Fisher  [Visscher]  and  his  two  brothers  fought  with  great 
bimvery,  when  the  two  brothers  were  killed  and  sealpBd ;  the  colond  went  up  stain  and  there 
Mended  himself,  but  being  overpowered,  was  knocked  down  and  scalped,  on  which  ih&f 
plundered  the  house,  set  it  on  fire,  and  then  went  off.  The  colonel  recovering  a  httie,  though 
ne  was  leA  by  the  enemy  for  dead,  he  pulled  one  of  his  dead  brothers  out  oi  the  house  then 
in  flames ;  tbe  other  was  consumed  in  the  house.  It  is  said  that  the  doctors  have  hopca 
that  Col.  Fisher  will  recover.  His  mother  had  a  narrow  escape  for  her  life,  being  knocked 
on  her  head  by  an  Indian ;  but  she  is  like  to  do  well.  Capt.  Hansen  was  killed  by  an  In- 
dian, who  had  formerly  been  used  by  him  with  kindness,  and  professed  much  gratituda. 
Old  Mr.  Fonda  was  cut  in  several  partb  of  his  head  with  a  tomahawk.  Had  it  not  been 
tar  the  alertness  of  Mr.  Van  Vrank,  probably  more  wouki  have  been  butchered  by  their 
aatage  hands ;  he  alarmed  the  people  along  the  way  to  Caugbnawsga,  who  by  crossing 
the  river  saved  their  lives.  Having  done  all  the  mischief  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  diey 
IMssibly  could,  they  returned  to  Johnson  Hall  in  the  afternoon ;  when  Johnson  dug  up  hii 
alaie,  and  about  mmdown  marched  for  die  Scotch  Bush,  about  four  miles,  thai  evening.  Ha 
kis  15  or  SM)  of  his  negroes  who  had  been  sold ;  several  of  his  tenants  and  others  have  gona 
with  him.  He  has  permitted  some  of  his  prisoners  to  return  on  parole.  His  whole  roioa 
,  when  he  landed  at  Crown  Point,  is  said  to  be  about  500  men,  300  of  them  Bridshf  part  of 
Ins  own  ragiment,  and  Indians.  Capt.  Pumam  and  four  men  followed  them  in  their  retreat 
iMV  days,  on  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain.  He  saw  him  34  miles  fiom  Johnson  HaU. 
QoBM  think  they  will  take  dieir  route  to  Oswagatchie ;  but  this  seems  improbable,  as  diey 
have  not  provisions  sufficient  widi  them.  His  excellency  the  governor  has  collected  a 
ho&f  of  militia  to  intercept  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain ;  a  number  have  also  marched 
from  the  New  Hampshire  grants  for  the  same  purpose :  Col.  Van  Schaick,  with  800  men, 
m  in  pursuit  of  him  by  the  way  of  Johnstown.  We  hesr  that  the  enemy  had  their  feat 
mnch  swelled  by  dieir  long  march ;  and  being  greatly  fatigued,  it  is  hoped  our  people  may 
up  with  and  give  a  good  account  of  the  Lieut,  colonel  and  his  murdering  bauditd.** 


In  this  incursion,  Mr.  Sampson  Sammons  and  his  three  sons,  all 
stanch  whigs,  residing  in  Joniistown,  were  captured  by  the  enemy 
and  their  dwelling  laid  in  ashes.     The  elder  Mr.  Sammons  and  his 

Joungest  son,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  were  released  by  Sir  John,  but 
acob  and  Frederick,  the  other  sons,  were  taken  to  Canada  and  con- 
fined in  the  fortress  of  Chamblee.  From  this  place  they  made  their 
escape,  and  after  a  series  of  dreadful  suffering,  in  their  mght  through 
the  wilderness,  arrived  in  safety  among  their  friends.  A  long  and 
interesting  account  of  their  adventures  is  given  in  Col.  Stone's  Life 
of  BranL 

**  A  singular  but  well^ttested  occurrence,**  says  Col.  Stone,  **  closes  this  interesting  par. 
aonal  oarralive.  The  family  of  the  elder  Sammons  had  long  given  up  Frederick  as  loat 
On  tbe  morning  after  his  arrival  at  Schenectady,  he  despatched  a  letter  to  his  fiither,  by  the 
hand  of  an  officer  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  who  left  it  at  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Levi  Da 
Wilt,  five  miles  distant  from  the  residence  of  the  old  gentleman.  The  same  night  on 
adiich  the  letter  was  thus  left,  Jacob  dreamed  that  his  brother  Frederick  was  living,  and 
that  there  was  a  letter  from  him  at  De  Witt's  announcing  the  jojrful  tidings.  The  dream 
waa  repeated  twice,  and  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  so  strongly  impressed  upon  hia 
■lind,  that  he  repeated  what  he  believed  was  the  very  language,  on  the  ensuing  morning- 
insisting  that  such  a  leuer  was  at  the  place  mentioned.  The  family.  Ins  father  in  particu. 
]ar,  laughed  at  him  for  his  credulity.  Strong,  however,  in  the  belief  that  there  was  such  a 
aommunication,  he  repaired  to  the  place  designated,  and  ssked  for  the  letter.  Mr.  De  Witt 
looked  for  it,  but  replied  there  was  none.  Jacob  requested  a  more  thorough  sesrch,  and 
behold  the  letter  was  found  behind  a  barrel,  whore  it  had  &llon.  Jacob  then  requested 
Mr.  De  Wiu  to  open  the  letter,  and  examine  while  he  recited  its  contents.  He  did  so^  and 
rapaatad  it  word  for  word." 
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In  the  summer  of  1781,  another  expedition  was  sent  against  Jolins- 
town.  This  was  conducted  with  so  much  secrecy,  that  on  the  24tb 
of  Oct.,  the  enemy,  about  one  thousand  in  number  under  Majors  Ross 
and  Butler,  were  upon  the  settlement  at  Warrensbush  before  their 
approach  was  suspected.  Col.  Willet,  who  was  at  Fort  Rensselaer 
about  twenty  miles  distant,  on  hearing  the  news,  immediately  marched 
for  Fort  Hunter,  which  he  reached  early  on  the  following  morning 
with  all  the  forces  he  could  muster,  being  but  416  men  in  all.  When 
he  arrived  here,  he  learned  that  Ross  and  Butler  had  the  preceding 
day  crossed  the  river  some  distance  below  Tripe's  Hill,  and  arrived 
at  Johnstown  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  killing  and  taking  the  peo- 
ple prisoners,  destroying  buildings  and  cattle  on  their  way.  Having 
effected  the  passage  of  the  river,  Col.  Willet  pushed  on  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.  Having  ascertained  their  position,  he  detached  Major 
Rowley,  of  Massachusetts,  with  part  of  his  force,  by  a  circuitous 
march,  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  while  he  attacked  them  in 
front,  a  short  distance  above  the  Hall.  The  battle  became  spirited 
and  general,  but  the  militia  under  Col.  Willet  fi;ave  way,  and  ran  in 
the  utmost  confusion  to  the  stone  church  in  the  village.  Here  the 
colonel  succeeded  in  bringinc^  them  to  a  halt.  But  the  defeat  would 
have  been  complete,  had  not  Major  Rowley,  at  this  period  of  the  ac- 
tion, emerged  from  the  woods  and  fell  upon  the  enemy's  rear  in  the 
very  moment  of  their  exultation  at  their  easy  victory.  The  fight 
was  now  maintained  on  both  sides  with  obstinacy  till  near  sunset^ 
when  Willet  was  enabled  to  collect  a  respectable  force,  with  which 
he  returned  to  the  field,  and  again  mingled  in  the  fight  The  battle 
was  kept  up  till  dark,  when  tne  enemy,  pressed  on  all  sides,  fled  in 
disorder  to  the  woods — nor  stopped  short  of  a  mountain  six  miles 
distant.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  conflict  was  about  forty. 
The  enemy  lost  about  the  same  number  killed,  and  about  fiifty  pri- 
soners. 

**  Major  R08B  retreated  up  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk,  marching  all  night,  afier  tht 
battle.  In  the  morning  he  was  pursued  by  Col.  Willet,  but  was  not  overtaken.  The  r»> 
gion  of  country  over  which  Ross  retreated,  af^r  he  had  passed  the  settlements,  lies  twcnlf 
or  thirty  miles  north  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  at  that  time  was  uncultivated  and  desolate.  B^ 
army  suffered  much  from  hunger. — ^It  was  on  this  retreat  that  Walter  Butler  was  killed  t 
he  was  pursued  by  a  small  party  of  Oneida  Indians ;  when  he  arrived  at  West  Caoada 
creek,  about  15  miles  above  Herkimer,  he  swam  his  horse  across  the  stream,  and  then  tunu 
ing  round,  defied  his  pursuers,  who  were  on  the  opposite  side.  An  Oneida  inuDcdialsly 
diacbaiged  his  rifle  and  wounded  him ;  he  felL  Throwing  down  his  rifle  and  his  blankeC, 
the  Indian  plungtd  into  the  creek  and  swam  across ;  as  soon  as  he  had  gained  the  oppssili 
bank,  he  raised  his  tomahawk,  and  with  a  yell,  sprang  like  a  tiger  upon  his  Mien  (bt. 
Butler  supplicated,  though  in  vain,  for  mercy ;  the  Oneida  with  his  uplifted  aae,  shouted  m 
his  broken  English,—*  Sherry  Valley  !  rememker  Sherry  Valley  /*  and  then  buried  it  in  \m 
brains:  ho  tore  the  scalp  from  the  head  of  his  \'ictim  still  quivering  in  the  agoniea  of  death, 
and  are  the  remainder  of  the  Oneidas  had  joined  him,  the  spirit  of  Walter  Butler  had  goM 
to  give  up  its  account.  The  place  where  he  crossed  is  called  BuUer*9  Fnd  to  this  day."— 
Onfijiie/r«  Ajmale  e/  Tryom  County, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  kind  of  diploma,  in  possession  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  which  it  would  seem  the  Johnson 
family  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  those  Indians  in  whom  ther 
confided.    In  the  vignette,  a  British  officer  is  seen  presenting  a  medal 
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ot  Bomething  retemblmg  i^  to  aa  Indian  drened  in  the  aboriginal 
■^le, — Ihe  ootmcil  fire,  tne  pipe  of  peace,  the  chain  of  irieDdihip,  Aoq 
■re  all  represented. 


*"  By  Iho  Honoreb  e  S  W  nm  J  hn«on  Burt  Hia  M«  CTly  b  «o  a  Ageni  and  Supetjn. 
tendaiK  of  Ind  an  AITa  rs  fa  (he  No  ihem  D  p>  men  of  No  h  Amencs,  Colonel  of  iha 
Six  Uniled  Nsuoos.  ihrir  Allies  and  DcpenduiU,  &c.  dec. 

"  To  WaiBiA3,  1  hive  roeeived  repealed  proofB  of  your  alMehmenl  lo  faia 

Briliiniuc  MajeBty'i  InlcrrslB  nnd  Zeal  far  Lis  service  upon  similry  occasiuns,  more  parlicu. 
Uriy  1  do  ihcrcfore  giee  you  this  public  Teerimonial  tbereof,  as  a  proof 

of  bi>  MRJegly'a  Eataeni  and  Approbation,  Declaring  you,  ibe  said  lo  be  a 

of  your  and  reconi mending  ti  lo  aU  bis  Majesty's  Sut^ecls  snd  fsitbful  Indian  AJ. 

lies  to  Treat  and  Consider  you  upon  all  occBeions  agreeable  to  your  cbaraclet,  Station  atid 
•ervicea    Givek  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Aims  at  JohnaoD  Hali  iho        day  of       17 

By  Command  of  Sir  W  :  Johnson. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  monuments  in  the  grave- 
yard in  the  village  of  Johnstown : 

"Sacred  lo  the  memory  of  the  Rrv.  Simon  Hotack,  D.D.,  ininiHler  of  the  Preabylerian 
church,  JohnaloWD,  who  died  May  19,  ld33,  in  the  79th  year  if  bia  age.  He  was  bora 
in  KoMhire,  in  Ihe  north  of  ScoUand,  in  March,  A.D.,  1755.  He  received  a  anidied  sdu. 
cation  in  the  Univereity  of  Aberdeen,  and  contplaied  hia  Iheoliigical  coursfl  m  the  BsmU 
naiy  connecled  with  tliai  inBiimtion.  As  a  man,  be  was  judicious  and  prudent — as  a  Cbria. 
dan,  hia  convereatiun  was  in  HeKven,  and  whatsoever  things  were  true,  honest,  Just,  pure, 
lovely,  and  of  good  report,  ibese  were  bin — as  a  minisier  of  [he  gnepel,  be  was  evangelical 
in  hi*  eenlimenls,  circunwpecl  in  his  wnlk,  and  watchful  of  lH«  spihlual  welfBre  of  hi« 
people,  of  which  be  had  ihc  oven>ighI  fur  the  extended  period  of  43  years.  His  death, 
which,  though  deeply  and  letisibly  fell  lo  be  a  great  loss  by  oU  who  weQ  knew  and  rightif 
appreciated  hia  Bleriing  worth,  wiis  lo  him  greol  gain." 

"  Thia  elone  waa  erected  by  Amt  MeKrniit,  in  grateliil  remembrance  of  her  afTection. 
ale  hueband,  Dugald  McKeniie,  who  departed  this  Ule  on  the  7th  of  Sept.,  1BC9,  aged 
S7  yeois  and  7  months. 

No  private  interest  did  his  son!  invnde, 
No  fiie  he  itijured,  ao  Itind  friend  betrayed; 
~  He  fullowcd  virtue  as  hia  surest  guide. 

Lived  like  a  Christian,  like  a  CbriBiian  died." 
■■  b  BMierr  oT  Afta  Bopfiife  raimoBr  jPe  AiKJoire,  fbnnariy  a  cipraui  in  the  HkRfIb 
ime  Mrinast,  hi  A*  aervice  of  hia  noM  ChriMian  Mqeiiy,  Louia  iha  ZVI.,  aiKl  fiit  Ihiiqr 
M  ■  aidHD  sf  the  Unilad  State*,  who  deputsd  thia  life  Sth  Jiniuiy,  1811,  in  IM 
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Mattibls,  t>k«n  from  Cuigfan>iraj|B  in  ITM;  fioM  Aft^v  41^ 
and  from  JolKMlown,  NE^  8  miles.  Cranberry  Ciedi.  Ifayfcl4 —I 
Ricefield,  are  pod-offices.     Pop.  3^15. 

NoBTSAHrrox,  taken  frcnn  BroadaJbin  in  1801.  At  the  en^B^ne 
of  the  Scandaga  rirer  and  the  Mayfield  oeek,  Eea  &e  ^boA  TiBagn 
dl  "  Fuh  House,"  where  Sir  William  JofanaoD  had  hiaaDovt^  lo^n 
or  summer  retreat.  Northampton,  or  FUi  Hooae  vil^ge^  17  ndea 
NR  from  Johnstown,  is  a  nrall  Tillage.  There  is  here  a  ■pfcnM 
bridge  across  the  river,  costing  about  $60,000.  NOTtkriDe  and  0^ 
bonTs  Bridge  are  small  settlements.     Popt  l,SS6w 

OrrEKBKiM,  taken  from  Palatine  in  1S06 ;  from  AJbany  6S,  from 
Johnstown,  W..  16  miles.  This  town  was  settled  in  1794,  by  Ger- 
mans. Its  fnesent  inhabitants  are  chancterized  by  the  hardy  tn- 
dustry  and  frugahlyoftbat  nation.  Oppcnbeim  and  kailefs  Bridge 
are  post-<^ces.     Pop.  2,160. 

PasTH,  recently  taken  frx>m  Amsterdam,  of  Montgomay  county; 
it  is  10  miles  £.  of  J<rim8towii,and  is  the  smallest  town  m  tae  ooooty. 
Pop.  7»7. 

OTBATKmn,  taken  from  Palatine  in  1806 ;  frmn  Albany  6t  nikB. 
Micholaville  is  a  small  settlement,  3S  miles  NW.  from  JofanMowi^  on 
the  west  line  of  the  comity.    Pop.  500. 
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GsifssKK  cotmrr  was  taken  frt>m  Ontario  in  1803,  and  has  aEoee 
been  much  reduced  by  the  formation  of  aereral  counties  from  il; 
centrally  distant  from  New  York  321,  from  Albany  3.'i8  miles.  This 
county  pertains  to  the  great  plain  of  the  west,  and  forms  with  Wyo- 
ming the  highest  portion  of  it  Upon  the  west,  the  streams  run  to 
Lake  Erie,  and  on  the  east  to  the  Genesee  river :  as  in  limesloiie 
countries  generally,  the  streams  are  .subject  to  much  fluctualiMi. 
The  soil  is  generally  highly  fertile,  and  produces  as  fine  crops  of 
wheat  as  any  part  of  the  state.  By  the  recent  erection  of  Wyooung 
county  from  the  southern  portion,  this  county  is  reduced  to  twdte 
towns,  and  a  population  of  about  30,000. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  articles  and  rates  of  wages,  taken  from 
a  history  of  Genesee  county,  published  in  1804,  by  Robert  Munroe: 

"  Wheal  from  69  cenU  10  %\  per  biBhe] ;  coni,  from   30  lo  f 
from  f  6  to  $19  a  ton  ;  butter  uid  cbeew,  Irom  10  to  16  centa  >  | 

from  $50  to  $B0 ;  milcb  cows,  (16  b>  $9S ;  a  pur  of  RMd  n. 

$195  \  (beep,  ta  lo  $4  1  pork,  freahed  killed  in  wioter,  $4  lo  $ti 
Spring,  $8  lo  $10;  whkkey,  6"  "-  -'  -  -■  "  .     —     .      . 

field  whea,  4  lo  9  cent!  ■  buafae 
Mul  Hb««,  which  hu  been  Kild  ai 
ttirir  uliee,  n  bjr  n 
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The  wigu  of  >  Isboier,  SIO  '<>  915  «  month  and  bosrd  ;  a  anil  of  cloihes.  made  from  $4 
to  $5;  B  pair  of  ehoes,  (1.75  to  S^.50.  Sure  goods  ate  told  nt  very  moderBle  prices,  the 
Uprnse  of  caniHge  from  New  York  to  Albmi)'  being  4bou<  S'-^  a  hundred  wciglii." 

Alabama,  taken  from  Pembroke  and  Shelby  in  1826;  from  Albany 
257  mjies.  The  grealer  part  of  the  town  was  in  the  Tonawanta 
Indian  reservation,  part  of  which  was  sold  in  1827-8.  The  Indi- 
ans have  yet  here,  and  in  Niagara  and  Erie  counties,  a  tract  of 
13,000  acres.  Their  village,  containing  about  300  inhabitants,  is  sit- 
uated in  this  town.  Alabama  post-office  is  12  miles  NW.  from  Ba- 
tavia.     Pop.  1,798. 

Alexander,  taken  from  Sheldon  in  1812  ;  from  Albany  247  miles ; 
drained  NE.  by  the  Tonawanta  creek,  Alexander,  on  the  Tona- 
wanta railroad,  incorporated  in  1834,  has  about  seventy  dwellingB. 
Brookville  is  a  small  settlement,  6  miles  south  of  Batavia.  The 
Alexander  classical  school,  in  this  town,  was  incorporated  in  1834. 
Pop.  2,341. 

BATAvrA  was  organized  in  1802;  it  has  a  level  surface  and  is  drain- 
ed by  the  Tonawanta  creek.  Batavia,  the  shire  village,  incorporated 
in  1823,  is  laid  out  upon  a  plat  about  2  mites  square.  The  village  Is 
principally  built  on  a  single  street  upwards  of  a  mile  long,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  Tonawanta  creek,  distant  from  Albany  244  miles, 
Buffalo  40,  Rochester  34,  Canandaigua  49,  Genesee  29,  Lockport  32 
miles.  Population  of  the  town,  4,319.  A  railroad  connects  Batavia 
■with  Rochester, 


Western  view  of  the  central  part  of  Batavia. 

The  above  is  a  western  view  of  the  central  part  of  Batavia,  as 
aeen  from  the  bridge  over  the  Tonawanta  creek,  about  40  rods  NW. 
from  the  courthouse  seen  in  the  central  part  of  the  engraving.  The 
village  consists  of  about  300  dwellings,  many  of  wbich  are  finely 
constructed  of  brick.  The  spire  of  the  Presbyterian  church  is  seen 
on  the  left,  the  tower  of  the  Episcopal  on  the  right.  The  state  arse- 
nal is  about  a  mile  NW,  of  the  courthouse.     There  are  in  the  village, 
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1  bonk,  and  2  printing  offices,  and  the  offire  of  the  Holland  Land  Cob>- 
pany.  Dr.  Dwight,  who  on  his  visit  to  Niagara  Falls  parsed  through 
Batavia  in  Oct.,  1804,  states  that  at  that  time  it  contained  "  from  20 
to  30  houses ;  a  considerable  number  of  them  built  of  logs  ;  the  mt 
small,  and  chiefly  of  one  story.  The  courthouse,  a  well-looking 
structure,  has  three  stories,  the  second  of  which  is  the  county  jaiL 
He  also  says,  "  in  the  season  when  wc  were  on  the  ground,  so  many 
persons  were  ill  of  the  diseases  common  to  this  region,  that  those  wbu 
remained  well,  were  scarcely  able  to  nurse  the  sick." 


pj?Ice  of  the  Holland  Land  Company. 

The  above  is  an  eastern  view  of  the  office  of  the  Holland  Lnd 
Company  in  Bntavia,  about  80  rods  northward  from  the  courtboute. 
The  state  of  New  York,  in  1786,  granted  the  state  of  Massachuietts 
more  than  six  million  acres  of  her  western  tcrriton',  [tee  page  40,] 
which  that  state  sold  to  Oliver  Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gorham.  for  one 
million  of  dollars.  These  gentlemen  soon  after  extinguished  the  In- 
dian title  to  a  part  of  this  territory ;  they  surveyed  it  into  tncti. 
denominated  ranges  and  townships,  and  sold  large  parcels  to  ipecn- 
lators  and  actual  settlers.  In  1790,  they  sold  nearly  the  wbueof 
the  residue  of  the  survey,  1,204,000  acres,  to  Robert  Morris,  of  IVla- 
delphia,  for  eight  pence  the  acre,  who  resold  it  to  Sir  William  Ptilt- 
ney.  Pbelps  and  Gorham  being  unable  to  fuliil  their  contract  in  full 
with  Massachusetts,  compromised  and  surrendered  that  part  of  the 
land  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  unextinguished ;  in  considentioa 
of  which,  the  state  relinquished  two  thirds  of  the  contract  price.  In 
1796,  Robert  Morris  purchased  from  tlie  state  this  portion  also — ex- 
tinguished the  Indian  title — sold  off  several  large  tracts  upon  the  east 
side,  and  along  the  Genesee,  and  mortgaged  the  residue  to  Wilhem 
Willink,  of  Amsterdam,  and  1 1  associates,  called  the  "  Holland  Land 
'Company."  This  company,  by  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage,  ac- 
quired full  title  to  the  land,  surveyed  it,  and  opened  their  nnt  laod- 
office  in  Batavia  in  1801.  "Having  sold  a  large  proportion  of  the 
countiT,  they,  in  1605,  conveyed  the  residue  of  uie  wild  laadi  to 
sev«^  companies,  who  have  undertaken  to  retail  them." 
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^The  Holland  purchase  was  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  transit 
meridian  line  due  north  from  latitude  42^,  embracing  the  two  west* 
ern  ranges  of  the  county  of  Allegany,  and  with  an  offiiet,  west,  of 
two  and  a  quarter  miles,  extending  north  to  Lake  Ontario,  on  the 
west  line  of  Murraytown,  Orleans  county — ^two  fifths  of  Allegany 
county,  the  greater  portion  of  Genesee  and  Orleans  counties,  ana 
all  of  Niagara,  Erie,  Chatauque  and  Cattaraugus,"  with  the  excepticm 
of  some  small  Indian  reservations. 

Batavia  has  acquired  celebrity  from  its  being  the  place  from  which 
William  Morgan  was  abducted  in  1826,  for  attempting  to  reveal  the 
secrets  of  free  masonry.  Morgan,  it  appears,  was  bom  in  1774,  in 
Culpepper  county,  Va.  His  occupation  was  originally  that  of  a 
bricklayer  and  stone  mason.  He  removed  from  Virginia  in  I82I9 
and  went  to  York,  U.  C. ;  from  thence  he  removed  to  Rochester. 
From  various  misfortunes,  he  became  quite  reduced  in  his  circum* 
stances,  and  in  the  summer  of  1826  he  resided  in  the  village  of  Bata- 
via. While  here,  he  became  connected  with  D.  C.  Miller,  a  printer, 
for  the  purpose  of  publishing  a  work  disclosing  masonic  obUgationSi 
secret  signs,  &c.  Morgan,  it  appears,  was  a  royal  arch  mason  ;  and 
when  the  fkct  became  known  that  he  was  preparing  a  work  to  reveal 
the  secrets  of  masonry,  many  of  the  masonic  fraternity  became  much 
excited,  and  appeared  determined  to  put  an  end  to  his  disclosures. 
For  this  purpose,  his  character  was  assailed  in  the  public  prints.  In 
July,  1826,  Morgan  was  arrested  on  a  civil  suit  at  Batavia,  and  gave 
bail ;  he  was  afterward  arrested  and  hurried  to  jail,  without  time 
being  given  him  to  procure  bail,  and  search  was  made  at  his  lodgings 
for  his  papers  on  some  pretended  process,  the  sheriff  in  the  mean 
time  absenting  himself.  An  attempt  was  afterward  made  to  bum 
down  Miller's  printing  office,  where  "Morgan's  Book"  was  print- 
ing. 

On  Sunday,  Sept  10th,  application  was  made  to  J.  Chipman,  Esq., 
a  msj^strate  of  Canandaigua,  for  a  warrant  to  apprehend  Morgan  for 
stealing  a  shirt  and  cravat,  which  it  appeared  anerward  he  had  only 
borrowed.  The  warrant  being  issued,  the  constable  at  Canandaigua, 
attended  by  five  other  persons  from  that  place,  immediately  set  out 
for  Batavia,  where  they  arrived  in  the  evening.  Early  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,)  Morgan  was  arrested  and  taken  to  the  public 
house  where  the  party  had  slept ;  an  extra  stage-coach  was  procured, 
and  the  party  left  Batavia  for  Canandaigua,  wim  Morgan  in  their  cus* 
tody.  Miller  attempted  to  procure  the  release  of  Morgan  just  as  the 
carriage  was  starting,  but  he  was  pushed  aside,  and  the  driver  was 
urged  to  drive  fast  till  he  should  get  out  of  the  county.  Having 
arrived  in  Canandaigua,  Morgan  in  the  evening  was  taken  before  the 
magistrate  who  had  issued  the  warrant,  and  was  by  him  examined 
and  discharged.  One  of  the  party  then  immediately  appUed  to  the 
same  magistrate  for  a  warrant  against  Morgan  for  a  debt  of  about 
•2,  which  he  said  had  been  assi^ed  to  hun  by  a  tavern  keeper. 
Judgment  was  entered  against  IV&rgan  for  92.69,  debt  and  costs, 
and  an  execution  immediately  issued.    Morgan  took  off  his  coat,  and 

28 


178  GEwisBB  oouimr. 

offered  it  to  the  constable  to  levy  upon  for  the  debt  The  OMistabb 
declined  receiving  it,  and  Morgan  was  committed  to  the  Canandaigm 
jail  the  same  evening,  where  he  remained  till  the  evening  of  the  next 
day. 

On  the  12th  of  Sept,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  wife  of  the 

Slier,  at  the  request  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  execution,  consented  to  let 
organ  out  of  the  prison.  As  he  was  leaving  the  jail  steps,  he  was 
violently  seized  by  two  persons ;  he  struggled,  and  cried  **  murder* 
a  number  of  times.  Two  other  persons  now  came  up,  one  of  whom 
stopped  Morgan's  outcry  by  thrusting  a  handkerchief,  or  something 
similar,  into  his  mouth.  At  a  signal  given  by  one  of  the  party,  a  two- 
horse  carriage  now  drove  up  ;  two  of  the  party  thrust  Morgan  into 
the  carriage,  and  then  got  in  themselves.  This  carriage  arrived  in 
Rochester  about  day-dawn  the  next  morning.  Another  carriage 
was  procured,  and  relays  of  horses  were  obtained.  When  the  party 
arrived  at  New  Fane,  about  3  miles  from  Lockport,  they  sent  to  the 
sheriff  of  Niagara  county,  to  assist  them  in  getting  Morgan  into 
Canada.  The  sheriff  accordingly  lefl  Lockport,  attended  the  party, 
and  assisted  them  in  procuring  horses,  6lc  They  arrived  at  Lewis- 
ton  about  midnight ;  here  another  carriage  was  procured,  and  the 
party  was  driven  to  the  burying  ground  near  Fort  Niagara.  Here 
they  left  the  carriage  and  proceeded  with  Morgan  in  their  custody  to 
the  ferry,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Canada  side.  After  conferring  with 
a  number  of  persons  in  Niagara  village,  Morgan  was  brought  bacl[, 
as  arrangements  had  not  been  completed  for  his  reception.  Thii 
event  it  appears  had  been  anticipated.  Morgan  was  taken  to  the 
magazine  of  Fort  Niagara,  and  locked  in  before  day-dawn,  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  of  September. 

On  the  day  that  Morgan  was  put  into  the  magazine,  a  royal  ardi 
chapter  was  installed  at  Lewiston,  which  event  called  together  a 
considerable  assemblage  of  masons  from  the  vicinity.  ^  In  me  Lfme 
ing,  20  or  30  persons  came  to  the  fort  from  Lewiston.  About  mk^ 
night,  7  persons,  stated  to  be  royal  arch  masons,  held  a  rTTnimltafM|l 
on  the  plain  near  the  graveyard,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Mcfggttk 
should  be  disposed  of  The  prevailing  opinion  among  them  appearad 
to  be,  that  Morgan  had  forfeited  his  life  for  a  breach  of  his  masomc 
obligations,  and  that  they  ought  to  see  the  penalty  executed  by 
drowning  him  in  the  river ;  some  of  the  company  discovering  a  re- 
luctance to  go  to  such  lengths,  the  project  was  abandoned  at  that  time. 
On  the  night  of  the  15tn,  a  similar  consultation  was  held  between 
four  persons,  but  nothing  was  decided  on.  "  As  to  the  disposition  of 
Morgan,  after  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  September,  nothing  has  yet 
been  known  judicially,  but  circumstances  are  strong,  to  induce  the 
belief  that  he  was  put  to  death  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  Sept, 
1826,  by  being  cast  into  the  depths  of  Niagara  river."* 

Beegen,  taken  from  Murray  in  1818 ;  bounds  since  altered.    Ber« 

*  Report  of  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  othen,  at  the  United  States  anti-masonic  eonviHilioBf 
WU  at  Philadvlpbia,  8«pt  llth,  1830. 


gna  iv  a  fmall  village,  16  milea  NE.  from  Bataria.  North  Bergaa 
and  Stone  Church  are  post-offices.     Pop.  1,635. 

BiTHAKT,  taien  from  Batavia  in  1812;  from  Albany  341  milei. 
Bethany,  8  miles  SE.,  Linden  10  miles  8.  from  Batavia,  Beoae^t 
Settlement,  and  East  Bethan^r,  are  small  rillagea.  Pop.  2;388.  Tb« 
Genesee  Manual  Labor  Seminary,  in  this  town,  waa  mcorporated  in 
1832 — capital  920,000,  with  a  farm  annexed. 

Bybon,  taken  from  Bergen  in  1820;  from  Albany  247,  from  Ba* 
tsvia,  NE.,  10  miles.  Byron  and  South  Byron  are  small  villageSr— 
the  latter  of  which  ia  on  the  line  of  the  BaUvia  and  Rochester  raik 
road.  Pop.  1,908.  In  the  SW.  part  of  the  town,  sulphuric  acid  is 
produced  in  great  quantities  in  a  diluted  and  concentrated  state,  in  s 
Mllock  230  feet  long  and  100  broad,  elevated  5  feet  above  tbe  plain. 

Dabie IT,  taken  from  Pembroke  in  1832;  from  Albany  255  miles. 
Darlen,  13  miles  SW.  from  Batavia,  and  Darien  Centre,  are  small 
villages.     Pop.  2,406. 

Elba,  taken  from  Batavia  in  1820 ;  from  Albany  260  miles.  Pine 
Hill,  6  miles  N.  irom  Batavia,  Oakfield,  and  Careyvville,  are  small 
Till^^     Pop.  3,161. 


Eastern  view  of  he  Roy  Village, 

La  Roy,  named  after  Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy,  a  French  gentleman  from 
Paris,  who  was  a  large  proprietor,  was  taken  frnm  Caledonia  in  1813, 
and  organized  by  the  name  of  Bellona ;  from  Albany  234  miles.  Le 
Boy  village  was  founded  in  1810,  by  Mr.  Le  Roy,  and  incorporated 
in  1884.  It  contains  1  Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  i  Prea- 
byterian  church,  and  about  260  dwellings,  surrounded  by  ample  lots 
and  of  very  neat  appearance.  The  annexed  view  was  taken  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  Allen's  creek,  near  the  Baptist  church.  The  fall  in 
the  creek  here,  and  in  tbe  vicinity,  is  oonaiderable.  At  tlie  village  U 
is  i8  feet ;  vrithin  a  mile  is  another  foil  of  37,  and  withia  Smnta  a 
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third  of  80  feet  South  Le  Roy  is  a  small  settlement,  12  miles  from 
Batavia.    Pop.  4,335. 

Pavilion,  organized  in  1841.  This  township  comprises  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  original  town  of  Covington,  now  in  w  yoming  county. 
Pavilion  is  a  small  village.  1 1  miles  SE.  from  Batavia. 

Pembroke,  taken  from  Batavia  in  1812;  bounds  since  altered; 
from  Albany  257  miles.  Richville,  14  miles  W.  from  Batavia,  and 
Corfu,  are  small  villages.     East  Pembroke  is  a  post-office.     Pop. 

Dr.  D wight,  who  travelled  through  this  town  in  Oct.,  1804,  notices 
the  circumstance  of  his  passing,  when  in  this  part  of  the  state,  through 
oak  plains  or  openings.  These  grounds  are  described  as  having  a 
varied  surface,  and  in  a  great  degree  destitute  of  forests,  but  covered 
with  grass,  weeds,  and  shrubs  of  various  kinds :  he^  supposes  these 
openings  to  have  been  caused  by  the  Indians  burning  them  over,  to 
produce  pasture  for  deer.  The  following  is  extracted  from  the  4th 
vol.  of  his  Travels. 

"  When  one  of  these  plains  is  seen  at  a  little  distance,  a  traveller  emerging  from  the  finest 
naturally  concludes,  that  it  is  the  commencement  of  a  settled  country,  and  as  he  adYaneei 
towards  it,  is  instinctively  led  to  cast  his  eye  forward  to  find  the  village  of  which  it  is  the 
outskirt.  From  this  impression  his  mind  will  be  unable  to  free  itself:  for  the  though^ 
though  given  up,  will  recur  again  and  again,  in  spite  of  his  absolute  conviction  that  he  is 
in  the  heart  of  an  immense  wilderness.  At  the  same  time  a  sense  of  stillness  and  solitude, 
a  feeling  of  absolute  retirement  frY>m  the  world,  deeper  and  more  aifecting  than  any  which 
he  has  even  suspected  before,  will  be  forced  upon  him  while  he  is  roving  over  one  of  these 
sequestered  regions.  No  passage  out  of  them  is  presented  to  his  eye.  Yet  though  the 
tract  around  him  is  seemingly  bounded  everywhere,  the  boundary  is  everywhere  obscure ; 
being  formed  by  trees  thinly  dispersed,  and  retired  beyond  each  other,  at  such  distances,  as 
that  while  in  many  places  they  actually  limit  the  view,  they  appear  rather  to  border  dim, 
indistinct  openings  into  other  tracts  of  country.  Thus  he  always  feels  the  limit  to  be  sn. 
certain ;  and  until  he  is  actually  leaving  one  of  these  plains,  will  continually  expect  to  find 
a  part  of  the  expansion  still  spreading  beyond  the  reach  of  his  eye.  At  every  little  distance, 
especially  on  the  higher  grounds,  the  view  is  widely,  though  indefinitely  extended  along  tbt 
surface ;  and  a  little  above  where  he  looks  through  the  stems  of  the  trees,  is  bounded  onlr 
by  the  horizon.  On  every  side  a  multitude  of  chasms  conduct  his  eye  beyond  the  labyrinth 
by  which  he  is  surrounded ;  and  present  an  imaginary  passage  back  into  the  world,  frum 
which  he  is  withdrawn ;  bewildering  him  with  expectation,  continually  awakened  to  ba 
continually  disappointed.  Thus  in  a  kind  of  wild,  romantic  rapture,  he  wanders  over  tbeat 
plains,  with  emotions  similar  to  those  with  which,  when  a  child,  he  roamed  through  the 
wilderness  created  in  Arabian  tales,  or  the  imaginary  regions  spread  before  him  in  a  drsam. 
He  is  not  only  separated  fi^m  all  human  beings,  but  is  every  moment  conacioua  of  das 
separation.  Whenever  he  ascends  one  of  the  superior  elevations,  he  seems  to  stand  abova 
the  rest  of  the  globe.  On  every  side  he  looks  downward ;  and  beholds  a  prospect  with 
many  vistas,  opening  indeed  around  him,  but  conducting  his  eye  to  no  definite  object,  and 
losing  it  in  confusion  and  obscurity.  His  view  is  confined  by  neither  forests  nor  mooiw 
tains :  while  yet  trees  in  a  thin  dispermon  partly  interrupt  it ;  but  at  the  same  time  discover, 
through  their  various  openings,  that  it  has  no  other  limitation  than  the  skirts  of  the  heav. 
ensw-^While  he  wanders  on  through  this  bewildering  scenery,  he  cannot  fail  to  remember, 
that  on  these  plains  Indians  have  lived,  and  roved,  and  hunted,  and  fought,  ever  since  their 
first  arrival  from  the  shores  of  Asia.  Here,  unless  they  molested  each  other,  there  was 
nothing  to  molest  them.  They  were  the  sole  lords,  the  undisturbed  possessors  of  the 
country.  Here,  therefore,  he  will  call  up  before  his  imagination  the  secret  windings  of  the 
•eout ;  the  burst  of  the  war»hoop ;  the  fury  of  an  Indian  onset ;  the  triumphant  display  of 
■calps ;  and  the  horrors  of  the  war^ance  before  the  tortured  and  expiring  captive.  Whether 
these  thoughts  will  be  excited  in  the  mind  of  any  fixture  traveller,  I  know  not ;  in  my  own 
they  sprang  up  instinctively.*' 

Stafford,  taken  from  Batavia  and  Le  Roy  in  1620 ;  from  Albany 
238  miles.  Stafford  Centre,  6  miles  E.  from  Batavia,  Morgansville 
7»  and  Rouoke  9  miles,  are  small  villages.    Pop.  2,560, 
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GmsEvs  couifTY,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  river,  was  taken 
from  Ulster  and  Albany  counties  in  1800  ;  greatest  length  42  miles ; 

S'eatest  breadth  on  the  Hudson  28  miles ;  centrally  distant  from 
ew  York  130,  and  from  Albany  35  miles.  The  surface  is  every- 
where hilly,  and  the  larger  portion  mountainous.  The  Cattskill 
mountains,  after  following  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  in  an 
(easterly  direction  to  the  southeast  angle,  turn  north  and  northwest* 
and  pass  nearly  through  the  centre  of  the  county  into  Schoharie. 
The  general  elevation  of  this  range  is  from  2,000  to  2,500  feet  above 
)be  adjacent  country ;  while  many  of  the  peaks  are  elevated  from 
9fiQ0  to  3,800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Hudson.  Round  Top  has 
an  elevation  of  3,718  feet,  High  Peak  3,804,  and  Pine  Orchard  3,000 
|eet  The  whole  southwestern  part  of  the  county  is  hilly  and  moun- 
tainous, yet  it  affords  a  fine  soil  for  pastures,  with  some  arable  land. 
The  northeastern  and  eastern  parts  of  the  county  are  less  hilly,  and 
have  many  valleys,  rich  and  extensive.  Much  attention  is  paid  to 
agriculture,  and  more  leather  is  manufactured  in  this  than  in  any  other 
county  in  the  state.  The  county  was  originally  settled  by  the  Dutch. 
A  large  proportion,  however,  of  the  present  inhabitants  are  of  New 
England  descent,  and  are  noted  for  morality  and  industry.  Pop. 
8O/i40.     The  county  is  divided  into  eleven  towns. 

Athens  was  taken  from  Cattskill  and  Coxsackie  in  1815.  Athens 
Tillage  was  incorporated  in  1805.  It  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  opposite  the  city  of  Hudson;  from  New  York  116,  from 
Albany  29  miles.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  extending  along  the  shore 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  is  viewed  advantageously  from  the  cKy 
of  Hudson.  [See  view  of  Hudson.]  The  northern  section  of  the 
Tillage  was  laid  out  about  1790,  by  Edward  Livingston,  Brockholst 
Livingston,  EUhu  Chauncey  Goodrich,  and  associates ;  the  southern 
in  1801,  by  Isaac  Northrop,  Alexander  Alexander,  Patrick  Hamilton, 
and  others.  The  village  now  contains  several  churches,  and  about 
150  dwellings.  It  is  a  place  of  much  business,  and  its  natural  ad- 
vantages are  such,  that  in  time  it  must  be  one  of  considerable  im- 
portance. A  ferry  plies  constantly  between  it  and  Hudson.  Pop. 
2,387. 

The  following  account  of  the  murder  of  Miss  Hamilton,  in  1818, 
is  taken  from  a  newspaper  published  at  the  time : 

**  A  moH  daring  atrocity ^ — Hudson^  Augiut  1,  1813^ — On  Saturday  afternoon  last,  the 
body  of  Mim  Sally  Hamilton,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Hamilton,  Elsq.,  of  Athena,  (on  the 
opposite  bank  ti  the  North  river,)  was  found  in  the  creek  which  empties  itself  into  the 
liver,  about  one  hundred  rods  north  of  the  upper  settlement  of  that  village.  The  circum- 
fltances  attending  the  daring  deed  which  produced  this  young  lady's  death,  are  most  sgoni. 
liiig,  uid  such  as  at  once  exhibit  a  most  wretched  deterioration  in  the  morals  of  society. 
The  fiicts  as  we  have  been  able  to  collect  them  are  as  follows : 

**  On  Wednesday  evening  last,  about  8  o'clock.  Miss  Hamilton  left  the  house  of  her 
iiM»r,  in  ^  lower  settlement  of  the  village  of  Athens,  where  ahe  had  been  visiting,  to  m. 
torn  to  Iter  &tbai's  house  in  the  upper  settlement,  'the  two  settlements  are  towards  hslf  a 
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mile  apart,)  accompanied  by  sevenl  of  her  acquaintances.  On  reaching  the  upper  wt^ 
ment,  part  of  her  company  stopped  at  a  store  to  make  some  purchases,  and  on  being  desired 
to  go  in,  tihe  also  stopped  at  the  door,  but  excused  herself,  urging  that  she  had  been  from 
home  all  day  and  was  anxious  to  return.  When  she  left  this  store  it  was  precisely  hald 
past  8  o'clock.  From  here  she  was  accompanied  by  two  elderly  ladies,  and  when  she 
parted  from  them,  was  within  twenty  rods  of  her  father's  house.  After  the  puled  fion 
these  ladies  no  positive  account  of  her  can  be  traced,  although  the  twenty  rode  she  bed  to 
walk  to  reach  her  father's  house  is  nearly  as  thickly  settled  as  any  part  of  the  city  of  Hud 
son  ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  next  afternoon  that  her  absence  was  discovered,  when  bet 
sister,  at  whose  house  she  had  been  the  preceding  day,  visited  her  father's,  and  both 
missing  the  favorite  of  the  family,  mutual  inquiries  of  her  were  made,  which,  on  further 
quiry  among  the  neighbors,  resulted  in  the  diistressing  cclsircissement  embraced  by  the  pn 
ceding  dctaU.  The  alarm  was  instantly  given,  and  search  mode  for  her  in  every  direction 
without  efiect. 

"  The  only  intelligence  that  could  be  obtained  that  in  any  way  tended  to  elucidate  bar 
fate  was,  that  between  8  and  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  in  which  she  disappeared,  a  womaa 
who  was  in  the  back  part  of  the  house  at  the  opposite  comer  of  the  street  to  that  to  wfaidi 
she  had  to  turn  to  go  to  her  father's,  come  into  the  front  part  of  the  house,  and  inqaired 
with  some  agitation  if  they  had  just  then  heard  the  stifled  cries  of  a  woman  in  itiilif 
The  reply  being  given  in  the  negative,  the  inquiry  was  dropped.  This  corner  of  the  street 
is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  water  side,  and  mrning  which,  from  the  street  she  was  last 
parted  with  in,  to  go  to  her  father's  house,  she  would  leave  the  road  that  led  direct  to  the 
creek  beyond  the  village.  About  9  o'clock,  also,  or  a  httle  after,  the  cries  of  a  female  ia 
distress  were  heard  by  the  people  of  a  house  about  80  rods  beyond  the  creek ;  tbey  weie 
heard  twice  or  thrice  very  distinctly,  and  afterward  rather  faintly ;  but  imagining  that  they 
must  be  deceived,  and  that  it  was  the  noise  of  the  boys  in  the  village,  they  thought  but  little 
of  it  until  the  next  day,  when  the  absence  of  Miss  Hamilton  was  ascertained ;  blood  was 
found  upon  the  timbers  of  the  bridge  that  crosses  the  creek,  where  two  of  the  plank  weie 
missing.  The  creek  was  now  searched,  but  all  to  no  purpoee ;  and,  in  this  state  of  painful 
incertitude,  the  search  was  renewed  on  Satiurday,  the  third  day  of  her  absence,  when  die 
body  was  found  about  half  a  mile  up  the  creek  beyond  the  bridge,  nearly  as  far  as  a  boat 
could  be  pushed.  The  body  was  afterward  placed  in  the  charge  of  a  jury  aummoiied  tot 
the  purpose,  (on  which  were  two  physicians,)  who  conveyed  it  to  her  father's  house ;  and 
after  an  examination  of  evidence,  dtc,  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  young 
lady  had  been  wilfully  murdered  by  eome  permm  orperaone  unknoum.  From  the  eorooer  aaa 
several  of  the  jury,  we  understand  that  the  skull  above  the  left  eye  was  fractured,  that  the 
upper  part  of  the  cheek  bone  under  the  left  eye  was  broken,  that  the  hands  were  nmcb 
lacerated,  each  arm  near  the  shoulder  bore  the  marks  of  having  been  seized  there  widi 
violence,  and  on  her  breast  there  were  marks  of  blows — but  that  lower  down  oo  her  body 
there  were  no  signs  of  violence  having  been  offered  her. 

**  The  conclusion  drawn  from  all  these  circumstances  is,  that  at  the  time  of  her 
the  comer  into  the  street  that  led  to  her  father's  house,  where  the  stifled  cries  of  a 
were  heard,  she  was  forcibly  seized  by  ruffians,  and  conveyed  by  land  or  water  to 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  creek  before  mentioned,  where  the  alternative  waa  prohabiy 
offered  her,  of  submitting  to  the  hellish  embraces  of  these  miuderers,  or  of  instant  death ■ 
At  this  time  it  most  undoubtedly  was,  that  she  uttered  those  moving  shrieks  which  were 
heard  at  the  house  north  of  the  creek,  and  when,  to  stop  her  cries,  and  prevent,  as  they 
probably  conceived,  all  possibility  of  detection,  the  blows  were  inflicted  that  teraunated  bcr 
existence.  After  this,  it  appears  probable  that  the  murderers  took  the  body  to  the  bridge, 
and  from  thence  plunged  it  into  ilie  water  and  it  drifted  up  the  creek ;  or  else  that  it  was 
lowered  down  from  tlie  bridge  into  a  bust,  and  conveyed  to  near  the  place  where  it  was 
found ;  one  of  the  planks  of  the  bridge  being  found  nesr  the  body,  is  in  support  at  the 
former  position,  but  the  circumstance  of  there  being  little  or  no  current  in  the  creak  torn 
the  tide,  argues  that  the  latter  mode  was  adopted. 

**  Miss  Hamilton  was  about  30  years  of  age,  of  a  very  respectable  family,  and  posDOSKJ 
to  the  full  an  equal  share  of  the  attractions  and  accomplislmients  of  her  sex ;  mipeiiddsd 
to  which,  she  ei\joyed  a  most  irreproachable  character.  Her  funeral  was  attended  ea 
Sunday,  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens  from  this  city,  as  well  as  from  the  nUage  ef 
Athens ;  and  no  occurrence  has  ever  token  place  in  this  vicinity,  that  haa  erer  ezctfed  fo 
an  equal  degree  the  sensibility  of  the  community.  Suspicion  rests  upon  no  penoa  ia> 
siding  in  this  neighborhood ;  but  to  be  more  particular  on  this  head  at  the  preaent  miMMOli 
might  jeopardize  the  prospect  there  is  of  apprehending  the  perpetrators  of  this  atrocioBt  ae^ 
for  we  are  not  without  the  strongest  hope  of  soon  being  able  to  announce  to  tha  poUfe 
ihat  the  ▼illtaoa  have  baaa  datectad." 
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In  181 5i  Patrick  Cayanagh  confessed  himself  the  murderery  and  re 

latad  in  detail  the  manner  in  which  it  was  committed ;  but  on  his  trial 

it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  insane,  and  he  was  accordingly 

acquitted.    Some  time  after,  Lent,  a  soldier  in  the  U.  S.  army,  com-> 

|ilamed  of  a  comrade  by  the  name  of  Sickler,  as  beins  the  author  of 

the  crime.    At  the  trial,  Lent  testified  that  he  was  with  Sickler  at  the 

time,  and  stood  silently  by  and  witnessed,  although  he  did  not  mrtici- 

pate  in  the  transaction ;  and  that  previous  to  the  murder,  Sickler 

'Committed  an  outrage  upon  her  person.    In  the  course  of  the  trial 

it  became  evident  that  the  whole  story  was  a  fabrication  on  the  part 

of  Lent,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  offered  reward*    Sickler 

was  acauitted,  and  Lent  arrested,  tried,  and  condemned  to  the  state 

prjaon  for  perjury,  where  he  died  some  years  since. 

JNearl^  tnirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  murder,  and  as  ^et  the 

pf  tansaction  remains  a  mystery.    The  following  inscription  is  firom 

'    4ie  mmiument  in  one  of  tne  burying  grounds  at  Athens : 

p  **  Bmend  to  the  momorj  of  Sally  Hamilton,  who  was  murdered  by  unknown  handa  in 
thi  efening  of  the  35th  of  August,  A.D.,  1813,  in  the  90th  year  of  her  age.  Pazentil 
dfcfltiou  eieeti  this  monument. 

**  Does  youth,  does  beauty  lead  this  line  T 
Do  sympathetic  tears  their  breast  alarm  7 
SpealL,  Heavenly  Spirit !  breathe  a  strain  divine^ — 
Ee'n  from  the  grave  thou  shalt  have  power  to  charm ; 
Tell  them  them  that  tho*  it  is  an  aw&l  thing  to  die«— 
*Twas  e'en  in  thee, — ^yet  the  dread  path  once  trod. 
Heaven  lifb  its  everlasting  portals  high. 
And  bids  the  pure  in  heart  behold  their  God." 

CAiao,  orijdnally  named  Canton,  was  taken  from  Catskill,  Cox* 
anekiey  and  Freehold,  (now  Durham  and  Greenville,)  in  1803.  The 
aurface  of  the  town  is  mountainous  and  hilly.  Pop.  2,862.  Cairo, 
upon  the  Susquehannah  turnpike,  10  miles  NW.  of  Catskill,  has  1 
nesbyterian,  1  ISpiscopal,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Methodist  church,  and 
400  inhabitants.  Acra,  14  miles  N  W.  from  Catskill,  is  a  small  settle* 
ment 

CATSKHiL  was  organized  in  1788  as  part  of  Albany  county;  since 
modified.  The  town  had  a  small  annexation  from  Saugerties  in 
1822.  The  surface  and  soil  are  quite  diversified.  On  the  west  are  the 
KaatsberffSy  of  a  lofty  mountain  character,  bordered  by  many  hills 
of  no  interior  magnitude ;  and  the  intervening  plain  that  extends 
towards  the  Hudson  has  a  broken  surface,  especially  in  the  ck>uthem 
part,  whilst  the  northern  has  a  high  level  plain  of  sand  and  clay. 
The  Catskill  creek  runs  through  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  re« 
ceiving  in  its  course  a  number  of  fine  mill  streams,  which,  with  the 
Catskm,  are  bordered  with  rich  tracts  of  alluvial  land.  Pop.  6,330. 
Leeds  and  Jefferson  are  small  villages. 

The  village  of  Catskill  was  incorporated  in  1606,  and  is  the  seat 
of  ittstice  for  the  county.  The  village  is  principally  built  in  the  deep 
▼aUey  of  the  Catskill,  between  which  and  the  Hudson  is  a  bluff*  150 
fiiet  in  height  The  annexed  engraving  is  a  NW.  view  of  the  village, 
9$  seen  from  an  elevation  called  Ashley  Hill,  at  its  northern  extremis 
tjr.    The  drawbridge  over  the  Catskill  is  «een  on  the  right,  and  wiB 


Northwestern  view  of  Catskill. 

admit  the  passage  of  sloops  some  distance  above  iL  The  mouth  of 
the  creek  makes  a  good  harbor  for  sloops ;  and  a  long  and  brasd 
dyke,  walled  with  stone,  connects  the  shore  with  an  island  in  the 
river,  aSbrding  a  place  for  buildings,  and  a  commodious  landing  for 
stcamboaU.  The  principal  street  in  the  village  is  about  half  a  mile 
in  extent,  having  quite  a  business-like  appearance.  The  steamboat 
landing  is  about  1  mile  distant.  There  are  in  the  village  I  Dutch  Re- 
formed, 1  Episcopal,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Methodist 
church.  There  ore  2  banks,  2  newspaper  establishments,  and  about 
300  dwellings.  Distant  6  miles  from  Hudson,  111  from  New  Yoit, 
and  33  from  Albany. 

"  Although  not  in  the  town,  yet  as  connected  by  name  and  many 
relations  with  Catskill,  we  may  describe  here  the  Pine  Orchard  and 
Mountain  House,  noted  attractions  to  tourists.  They  are  in  Hunter, 
near  its  eastern  boundary,  12  miles  west  from  Catskill  village.  The 
road  trom  the  village  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  9  miles,  has  little 
of  interest.  The  ascent  of  the  mountain  is  by  a  good  though  circui- 
tous road  of  3  miles,  but  which,  often  running  upon  the  brink  of  t 
deep  ravine,  or  beneath  frowning  precipices,  excites  an  unwelcome 
degree  of  terror.  The  hotel,  erected  by  '  The  Kaatskill  Mountain 
Association,'  at  the  cost  of  922,000,  is  on  a  circular  platform  of  rock, 
of  uneven  siu-face,  having  an  area  of  about  6  acres.  The  building  ii 
140  feet  by  24,  4  stories  high,  with  piazzas  in  front,  and  a  wing  for 
lodging  rooms,  and  is  duly  fitted  and  furnished  for  the  accommodatioD 
of  its  numerous  guests. 

"  The  prospect  from  this  rock  is  more  extensive  and  diversified 
than,  perhaps,  from  any  other  point  in  the  United  States.  Petty 
inequalities  disappear,  and  the  whole  surrounding  country  is  spread 
out  as  a  plain.  The  eye  roves,  in  endless  gratification,  over  tatrtm, 
villages,  towns,  and  cities,  stretching  between  the  Green  mountaiu 
of  Vermont  on  the  north  and  the  Highlands.    The  Hudson  river,  with 
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Catskill  Mountain  House. 

Hb  green  isles  and  thousand  sheets  of  white  canvass,  becomes  visible 
for  60  miles  in  a  clear  atmosphere.  At  times,  a  thick  curtain  of 
clouds  of  ever-changing  form,  veils  the  region  of  lower  earth  from 
sight ;  and  in  their  respective  seasons,  storms  of  rain  and  snow  spend 
their  force  in  mid  air,  beneath  the  rays  of  a  bright  sun  which  gilds 
the  mountain  above  them.  The  scene,  when  gradually  unfolded  with 
the  day,  is  most  enchanting. 

•*  A  few  years  since  this  delightful  position  was  almost  unknown 
and  rarely  visited ;  but  the  reports  of  the  extent,  beauty,  and  gran- 
deur of  its  prospects,  and  the  salubrity  of  its  atmosphere,  at  length 
fixed  public  attention.  The  number  of  visiters  at  each  successive 
feeason  increased,  until  the  temporary  buildings  at  first  erected  gave 
place  to  the  edifice  we  have  described.  The  following  heights  on 
the  mountain  have  been  given  by  Capt.  Partridge :  Mountain  house, 
2^12  feet  above  the  Hudson;  1,882  feet  above  Lawrence's  tav- 
ern ;  1,547  feet  above  the  turnpike  gate,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
aod  947  above  Green's  bridge. 

"  Two  miles  from  the  hotel  are  the  KaaterskitI  Falls,  upon  a  stream 
flowing  from  two  lakes,  each  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  about  a  half  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  Af^er  a  west 
course  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  waters  fall  perpendicularly  175  feet, 
snd  pausing,  momentarily,  upon  the  ledge  of  a  rock,  precipitate  them- 
selves 85  ^t  more,  making  the  whole  descent  of  the  cataract  260 
feet.  Below  this  point,  the  current  is  lost  in  the  dark  ravine  or  clove 
through  which  it  seeks  the  valley  of  the  Catskill.  The  water-fnll, 
with  all  its  boldness,  forms,  however,  but  one  of  the  interesting  fea- 
tures of  this  scene.     From  the  edge  of  the  first  &lls  is  beheld  a  dreary 
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chafrm,  whose  steep  sides,  covered  with  dark  ivy  and  thick  summer 
foliage,  seem  like  a  green  bed  prepared  for  the  waters.  Making  a 
circuit  from  this  spot,  and  descending  about  midway  of  the  first  SiU 
the  spectator  enters  an  immense  natural  amphitheatre  behind  the 
cascade,  roofed  by  a  magnificent  ceiling  of  rock,  having  in  front  the 
falling  torrent,  and  bevond  it  the  wild  mountain  dell,  over  which  the 
clear  blue  sky  is  visible.  The  falls  on  the  west  branch  of  Kaatcrskill 
have  a  perpendicular  descent  of  more  than  120  feet,  and  the  stream 
descends  in  rapids  and  cascades  400  feet  in  100  rods.  The  Kaaters- 
kill  has  a  devious  and  very  rapid  course  of  about  8  miles,  to  the  Cats- 
kill,  near  the  village,  ^he  falls  are  best  seen  from  below ;  and  the 
view  from  the  Pine  Orchard  is  better  b(jlwecn  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  and 
at  sunset,  than  in  the  middle  of  the  day." — GordorCs  Gaz, 

The  following  description  of  this  view  from  the  Catskill  mountaiD 
house  is  given  by  Miss  Martineau : 

"  After  tea  I  went  out  upon  the  pUtfoim  in  front  of  the  house,  having  been  wmmed  not 
to  fl^  too  near  the  edge,  so  as  to  fall  an  unmeasured  depth  into  the  firest  below.  I  sat 
upon  the  edge  as  a  security  against  stepping  over  unawares.  The  stars  were  bright  orer- 
head,  and  had  conquered  half  the  sky,  giving  promise  of  what  we  ardently  desired,  a  6nB 
moiTOw.  Over  the  other  half,  the  mass  of  thunder-clouds  was,  I  supposed,  heaped  tofisiber, 
for  I  could  at  Brst  discern  nothing  of  the  champai^  which  I  knew  must  be  stretched  below. 
Suddenly,  and  from  that  moment  incessantly,  giishcs  of  red  lightning  poured  out  from  lbs 
cloudy  canopy,  revealing  not  merely  the  horizon,  but  the  course  of  the  river,  in  all  its  wind, 
ings  throuAfh  the  valley.  This  thread  of  river,  thus  illuminated,  looked  like  a  flash  of  light- 
ning  caught  by  some  strong  hand  and  laid  along  in  the  valley.  All  the  principal  leaturss 
of  die  landscape  might,  no  doubt,  have  been  discerned  by  this  sulphurous  light ;  but  mjr 
whole  attention  was  absorbed  by  the  river,  which  seemed  to  come  out  of  the  darkness  liks 
an  apparition  at  the  summons  of  my  impstient  will.  It  could  be  borne  only  for  a  sboit 
time ;  this  dazzling,  bewildering  aJtemation  of  glare  and  blackness,  of  vast  reality  sad 
nothingness.  I  was  soon  glad  to  draw  back  from  the  precipice  and  seek  the  candlei^^ 
within. 

**  The  next  day  was  Sunday.  I  shall  never  foiget,  if  I  live  to  a  hundred,  how  the  worM 
lay  at  my  feet  one  Sunday  morning.  I  rose  very  early,  and  looked  abroad  from  my  wis. 
dow,  two  stories  above  the  platform.  A  dense  fog,  exactly  level  with  my  eyes,  as  it  s|^ 
peered,  roofed  in  the  whole  plain  of  the  earth ;  a  dusky  firmament  in  which  the  stars  hsd 
hidden  themselves  for  the  day.  Such  is  the  account  which  an  antediluvian  spectator  wofdd 
probably  have  given  of  it.  This  solid  firmanent  had  spaces  in  it,  however,  through  whidi 
gushes  of  sunlight  were  poured,  lighting  up  the  spires  of  white  churches,  and  clusten  of 
urm  buildings  too  small  to  be  otherwise  distinguished ;  and  especially  the  river,  with  in 
sloops  floating  like  motes  in  the  sunbeam.  The  finnament  rose  and  melted,  or  parted  oif 
into  the  likeness  of  snowy  sky  mountains,  and  left  the  cool  Sabbath  to  brood  brightly  oter 
the  land.  What  human  interest  sanctifies  a  bird*8^ye  view !  I  suppose  this  ita  ptM*»W 
cliarm,  for  its  chtirm  is  found  to  deepen  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  mind.  To  an  infrnt, 
a  champaign  of  a  hundred  miles  is  not  so  much  as  a  yard  square  of  gay  carpet.  To  the 
rustic  it  is  less  bi^witching  than  a  paddock  with  two  cows.  To  the  philoaopher,  what  is  it 
not  7  As  he  csnts  his  eye  over  its  glittering  towns,  its  scattered  hamlets,  its  secluded  horas^ 
its  mountain  ranges,  church  spires,  and  untrodden  forests,  it  is  a  picture  oif  life ;  an  epitome  of 
the  human  unixerse  ;  the  complete  volume  of  moral  philosophy,  for  which  he  has  aooghl  in 
Tain  in  all  libraries.  On  the  left  horizon  are  the  Green  mountains  of  Vermont,  and  at  the 
righ'  extremity  sparkles  the  Atlantic.  Beneath  lies  the  forest  where  the  deer  are  hiding 
vdA  the  birds  rejoicmg  in  song.  Beyond  the  river  he  sees  spread  the  rich  plains  of  Con. 
neeticut ;  there,  where  a  blue  expanse  lies  beyond  the  triple  range  of  hills,  are  the  chmcfass 
of  religious  Msssachusetts,  sending  up  their  Sabbath  psalms ;  praise  which  be  is  too  high  fo 
hear,  while  God  is  not.  The  fieloB  and  waters  seem  to  him  to^ay  no  more  truly  piopaity 
than  the  skies  which  shine  down  upon  them ;  snd  to  think  how  some  below  are  boayim 
their  thoughts  this  SabbatlMiay  about  how  they  shall  hedge  in  another  field,  or  multiply 
their  flocka  on  yonder  meadows,  gives  him  a  taste  of  the  same  pity  which  Jeaua  felt  in  bii 
solitude  when  his  followen  were  contending  about  which  should  be  greatest.  It  t* 
strenge  to  Imn  now  that  man  should  cmli  any  thing  Ais  bat  the  powar  fdbieh  ii  in  hnip 
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wkkh  CAB  eiMlt  ■omawhet  more  ?ist  and  beantifiil  than  all  that  Una  Imrsoii  nnrlrwi 
Here  be  gaina  the  conviction,  to  be  nerer  again  abaken,  that  all  that  ia  leal  ia  ideal;  lb«| 
Ihe  jojra  and  aonowa  of  men  do  not  tptiDg  op  out  of  the  ground,  or  tty  abroad  on  the  irii^ 
gf  me  wind,  or  come  ahowerad  down  fixmi  the  sky ;  that  good  cannot  be  hedged  in,  nor 
•fil  baned  out ;  even  that  light  doea  not  reach  the  spint  through  the  eye  alooe,  nor  wiadon 
tfaroqgh  the  medium  of  aound  or  ailence  only.  He  becomea  of  one  noind  with  the  apiiitMl 
Berkeley,  that  the  face  of  nature  itself,  the  very  picture  of  wooda,  and  atreama,  and  mead* 
own,  ia  a  hierogl]rphic  writing  in  the  spirit  itself,  of  which  the  retina  is  no  interpreter.  The 
proof  is  just  below  him,  (at  least  it  came  under  my  eye,)  in  the  lady,  ^not  American,)  wbov 
after  glancing  over  the  landscape,  brings  her  chair  into  the  piasaa,  and,  turning  her  back  to 
the  cbunpaign,  and  hor  face  to  the  wooden  walls  of  the  hotel,  begins  the  smdy,  this  Sni^ 
day  morning,  of  her  lapftil  of  newspapers.  What  a  sermon  is  thus  preached  to  him  at  thii 
■loroent  from  a  very  hackneyed  text !  To  him  that  hath  much,  that  hath  the  eye,  and  eafy 
and  wealth  of  the  spirit,  shall  more  be  given,  even  a  replenishing  of  this  spiritual  life  frttm 
that  which  to  others  is  fonnless  and  dumb ;  while  from  him  that  hath  little,  who  truata  m 
that  which  lies  obout  him  rather  than  in  that  which  Uvea  within  him,  shall  be  taken  away, 
by  natural  decline,  the  power  of  perceiving  and  enjoying  what  ia  within  bis  own  domain. 
To  bim  who  is  alieady  enriched  with  large  divine  and  human  revelations  this  scene  ia,  for 
•U  ita  idllness,  musical  wtth  divine  and  human  speech ;  while  one  who  baa  been  dealeiiad 
bjf  the  din  of  woridly  affiurs  can  hear  nothing  in  tins  mountain  aolitude." 

The  annexed  anecdotes,  extracted  from  the  New  York  Commer* 
dal  Advertiser,  are  from  the  well-known  pen  of  the  editor. 


_  through  the  little  village  of  Jefieraon,  we  arrived  at  the  atill  laiger  and  mora 

_  one  of  Madison,  4  miles  from  Cattskill The  principal  hooae  at  thia  plaoa, 

ji  an  aneient  alone  edifice,  and  for  a  generation  past  occupied  as  a  store  and  aa  a  tavern. 
Iia  builder  and  late  proprietor  was  the  late  M — g  S— n,  Esq.,  an  ancient  and  somewhat 
•eaaotric  Dutch  denisen,  who  stood  six  feet  six  in  his  shoes,  weighed  15  stone,  and  waa  in 
n  way  aomewbac  of  a  wag  withal^ — The  valley  of  the  Kaatakill  was  chiefly  settled  by  tba 
Dntch ;  and  the  house  of  mjmheer  was  the  principal  place  of  reaort  for  the  Van  Bokkelinn^ 
Van  Oidena,  and  Van  Der  Speigies  of  the  neighborhood  to  smoke  their  pipes,  and  crack 
Aeir  jokes  of  long  winter  evenings,  before  their  peaceful  country  was  overrun  by  the  Yen. 
fcni,  who  have  swarmed  over  thia  once  happy  region  like  ihe  locusts  of  Elgypt,  equaUy 
hnHfiy  and  destructive.  It  waa  the  worthy  hoet  of  huge  dimensiona  whom  we  have  da- 
aeribed,  who  waa  so  grievously  taken  in,  once  on  a  time,  in  an  encounter  of  wtto  with  onn 
of  tfaoae  keen^yed,  cunning  Yankees,  who  prowl  over  the  country,  seated  on  tin  carta, 
with  baga  of  feathers,  or  some  other  **  no/ten'*  for  their  cushions.  After  some  sporting  and 
bantering  between  mynheer  and  Jonathan,  who  had  shown  off  some  common  ahght  of  hand 
tiicka,  with  cards,  to  die  great  astonishment  of  the  **  nooru^*  who  were  looking  on,  he,  that 
ia,  the  aaid  Jonathan,  declared  that  he  could  swallow  tiis  robustuous  host !  Notwithstandiiur 
that  Jonathan  had  already  played  off  several  of  his  Yankee  tricks  which  puszled  the  good 
people  exceedingly,  yet  this  assertion  waa  too  great  a  mouthful  for  them  to  awallow,  if  tha 
pndler  could.  A  bet  aofficient  to  moisten  the  throats  of  the  whole  company  waa  the  conaa- 
ipianee  between  the  principal  parties,  though  the  landlord  in  proposing  it  had  no  idea  that 
Ui  customer  would  accept,  when,  as  he  supposed,  he  must  be  certain  of  losing.  Jonathan 
tban  directed  that  mynheer  should  be  divested  of  his  coat  and  boots,  and  be  atretched  longi* 
tndinally  upon  the  old  oaken  table  which  had  atood  in  the  bar-room  for  half  a  century. 
These  arrangements  having  been  made,  Jonathan  voraciously  seized  upon  the  honest  land- 
kml'a  great  toe,  which  he  pressed  rather  violently  between  his  teeth,  giving  the  good  man  A 
twinge  which  eanaed  a  writhing  movement  and  a  groan.  *  Dunder  uid  bhxem,'  exclaimed 
M]mheer :  '  Vat  de  tend  do  ye  pite  me  sho  vor !'  *  Why  you  darned  great  fool,'  aaid  Jona. 
than, '  you  didn't  think  I  was  going  to  fwaUoto  you  isAoXe,  did  you  7*  A  burst  of  koghter 
proclaimed  Jonathan  victor,  and  mynheer  had  to  pay  the  toaat  and  toddy. 

**....  Before  reaching  Cairo,  an  ancient  and  spacioua  atone  house  was  pointed  ont 
•e  na  bearing  date  of  1705,  in  large  iron  figurea.  Thii  venerable  mansion  standa  in  the 
aidat  of  an  extensive  hnn  of  about  1,000  acres,  well  cultivated,  and  presentipg  a  aoane 
IvWeh,  for  a  single  farm,  is  hardly  anjrwhere  to  be  equalled  for  the  rich,  picturesque,  and 
Kwuliful.  The  cultivadon  denotes  the  hand  of  induatry  rather  than  taste.  The  pracdsed 
hatitiulturiat  .had  not  been  there ;  but  rank  pastures,  heavy  waving  fielda,  and  iuxuriani 
tteadowa,  indicated  rich  returns  to  the  husbandman.  The  small  clumps  of  treee  left  hare 
end  there  in  the  fielda  to  afford  fuel  in  the  winter,  and  lend  a  gnteful  shade  in  summer, 
liiwmrifiuJ  the  scene  and  rendered  it  atill  more  delightfol.  We  linger  hx^r  at  this  s|Xit 
o«  wenlad  OMuner  iai  in  eoaaagueiitfe  of  sn  intaiwfing  tale  oenneciad  with  it,  ^mtk 
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Is  no  fiction.  During  a  part  of  the  17th  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  18th  eentmy,  it  be> 
longed  to  a  single  owner !  When  young  he  was  a  man  of  violent  passioiin.  A  ■ervtnt 
girl  having  once  run  away,  he  pursued  and  overtook  her,  and,  in  his  exasperation,  tied  hti 
to  his  horse's  tail  to  lead  her  home.  By  a  fright,  or  some  other  cause,  the  horse  ran  <M, 
and  the  unfortunate  girl  was  dashed  to  pieces  against  some  rocks  and  stones.  The  unhappy 
master  was  arrested,  tried,  and  convicted  of  murder !  He  was  rich,  of  a  powerful  fiunily  fcr 
the  times,  and  through  the  combined  means  of  wealth  and  family  influence,  it  being  oo  dQ 
hands  allowed  to  be  a  hard  case,  he  was  sentenced  to  be  executed  at  ninety.mne  yeort  old. 
He  lived  on ;  and  generations  passed  away — and  yet  he  hvcd  !  Death  seemed  to  have  do 
arrow  barbed  for  him.  At  length  the  time  approached.  Ninety,  ninety.five,  ninety-e^ 
years  had  rolled  away  since  his  birth.  The  ninety.ninth  came  on,  and  yet  he  lived !  B«t 
generations  had  risen  up  and  gone  down  to  the  tomb  since  his  offence.  Nay,  the  tale  had 
almost  become  a  forgotten  tradition,  although  many  years  before  the  keen  eyes  of  super- 
stition  had  seen,  and  her  tremulous  tongue  related,  many  tales  of  startling  terror  concemiog 
the  appearances  at  the  fatal  spot,  pointed  out  to  this  day,  where  the  poor  girl  had  lost  her 
life.  The  hopeless  swain,  who,  in  returning  from  visiting  his  rustic  mistress,  was  so  on. 
lucky  as  to  have  been  detained  in  the  lap  of  bliss  to  the  solemn  hour  of  midnight,  wm  sure 
to  encounter  a  nocturnal  appearance  of  some  sort.  Sometimes  sighs  and  lamentations  were 
heard  in  the  air,  like  the  plaintiveness  of  the  soft  whistling  wind.  At  others,  a  wlute  cow, 
which  was  said  to  have  been  a  favorite  when  the  deceased  was  alive,  would  stand  lowiiw 
among  the  rocks,  while  again  at  others,  a  shagged  white  dog  would  stand  pointing  and 
howling  towards  the  mansion.  But  they  always  vanished  on  approaching  them,  £oi^ 
perhaps  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  spectators  approached  very  near.  A  while 
horse  of  gigantic  size,  with  fiery  eyeballs  and  distended  nostrils,  was  often  seen  to  run 
past  the  fatal  spot,  with  the  ficetness  of  wind,  dragging  a  female  behind,  with  tattered  gar- 
ment and  streaming  hair,  screaming  for  help.  At  other  times  the  horse  would  appear  is 
drag  a  hideous  skeleton,  clattering  after  him,  half  enveloped  in  a  winding  sheet,  with  cfws 
and  dismal  bowlings ;  while  again  a  female  figure  would  at  times  appear  sitting  upon  a 
huge  fragment  of  rock,  with  a  lighted  candle  upon  each  finger,  singing  wildly,  or  uttering 
a  piercing  cry,  or  an  hysterical  laugh.  People,  too,  began  to  wonder  that  the  murderer  did 
not  die,  while  many  shook  their  heads  and  indicated  that  he  could  not, — that  his  soul  was 
bound  to  earth  till  the  time  should  come.  But  these  things,  too,  passed  away.  And  noir 
the  revolution  had  intervened, — a  new  government  bore  rule ;  and  the  old  man  was  not 
molested.  For  75  years  he  had  led  a  quiet  and  inoffensive  life,  and  who  would  rudely 
break  in  upon  his  repose  7  He  died  tranquilly  at  more  than  a  hundred  yean  old.  Peace 
be  to  his  ashes !  Tradition  has  added  to  his  sentence  that  he  was  to  wear  a  cord  contin- 
ually upon  his  neck ;  and  a  few  yean  ago,  there  were  those  living,  who  pretended  that 
they  had  seen  a  neat  silken  string  worn  in  compliance  to  the  sentence,  but  to  appeanncs 
an  ornament.'* 


CoxsACKiE  was  originally  settled  by  the  Dutch ;  it  was  a  part  of 
Albany  county,  and  organized  in  1788.  Pop.  3,539.  It  derives  its 
name  from  an  Indian  word,  meaning  **  hooting  of  owls."  Coxsackie  vil- 
lage and  landing,  on  the  Hudson,  lies  124  miles  from  New  York,  20 
from  Albany,  and  li:  N.  of  Cattskill.  The  village  is  over  a  mile  W, 
of  the  landing,  and  has  about  100  dwellings.  At  the  landing  there  if 
a  jni%(!  village,  where  there  is  a  good  deal  of  business  transacted 
connected  with  the  river. 

Durham  was  originally  named  Freehold,  and  taken  from  Coxsackie 
in  1790;  fron^  Cattskill,  NW.,  24,  from  Albany,  SW.,  30,  and  from 
New  York  134  miles,  Durham,  South  Durham,  Comwallsville,  Wi- 
nansvillc,  and  Oak  Hill,  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  2,813. 

Greenville,  taken  from  Coxsackie  and  Freehold,  and  organized  in 
1803  by  the  name  of  Greenfield,  afterward  changed  to  Freehold,  and 
finally  to  its  present  name ;  from  New  York  130  miles,  and  from  Al- 
bany, S.,  25  miles.  Freehold,  15  miles  NW.,  Greenville  16,  Newry 
18,  Gayhead  13  miles  from  Cattskill,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  2»388. 

Hunter  was  taken  fi'om  Windham  in  1813,  by  the  name  of  Green- 
land, and  changed  to  its  present  one  in  1814 ;  from  New  York  1  J0| 
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from  Albany  58  miles.  Pop.  2,019.  Tannersville  is  a  imall 
^lllaffe  in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  upon  the  main  branch  of 
Spliraarie  kill,  22  mijes  from  Catskill.  The  surface  of  this  town  is 
VRHmtainous,  having  on  the  north  the  main  ridge  of  the  Kaatsbergs. 
The  Mountain  House,  on  the  Catskill  nibuntains,  so  noted  among 
iRirists,  is  within  the  limits  of  this  town.     (See  Catskill.) 

Lexington,  taken  from  Windham  in  1813.  Lexington  Heights, 
M  miles  W.  from  Catskill,  and  Lexington  34,  are  small  settlements. 
S.  Lexington  and  Westvillc  are  post-offices.     Pop.  2,813. 

New  Baltimore,  organized  in  181 1.  Pop.  2,306.  New  Baltimore, 
Wpoa  the  Hudson,  15  miles  below  Albany,  and  19  N.  of  Catskill,  has 
•bout  50  dwellings,  and  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade.  Four  Cor- 
J^ers,  16  miles  from  Catskill,  and  Stanton  Hill,  are  small  settlements. 
^>^  Peattsville,  taken  from  Windham  in  1833;  from  Albany,  SW., 
M  miles,  from  Catskill,  NW.,  36.  Pop.  1,613.  The  town  lies  be- 
fivBen  two  great  ridges  of  the  Kaatsbergs.  Prattsville,  on  the  Scho- 
kuie  kill,  is  a  small  village. 

WiNDHABC,  taken  from  Woodstock  in  1798 ;  from  Albany  39  miles, 
jfeom  Catskill  centrally  distant  W.  26.  Pop.  2,417.  Windham, 
(Mbomeville,  and  Scienceville,  are  small  villages.    Union  Society 

'  Big  Hollow  are  post-offices. 
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Hamilton  county  was  provisionally  erected,  in  1816,  from  the  N. 
end  of  Montgomery  county,  but  not  organized.  It  remained  attached 
to  Mont^mery  county  until  1838 ;  when,  by  the  division  of  Mont- 
gomery, it  became  attached  to  Fulton  county.  It  is  not  yet  separately 
CKTganized ;  though  probably  from  its  flourishing  condition  it  will  soon 
feecome  detached  from  Fulton.  It  is  62  miles  long  N.  and  S.,  and 
iArith  an  average  breadth,  £.  and  W.,  of  30  miles ;  centrally  distant 
fiom  New  York  250,  and  from  Albany,  westerly,  105  miles.  This 
CDonty  contains  7  towns.    Pop.  1,907. 

The  following  remarks  respecting  this  county,  which  is  yet  a  wil- 
idemess  and  comparatively  unknown,  are  extracted  from  the  report 
jof  E.  Emmons,  Esq.,  one  of  the  geologists  employed  by  the  state. 
*"  Contrary  to  the  published  accounts,  and  to  common  Opinions,  which 
we  of  course  formed  prmcipally  from  those  accounts,  especially  from 
Bnrr's  and  Grordon's  statistics  of  this  county,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
Hating  that  it  is  far  from  being  the  wet,  cold,  swanky,  and  barren  dis- 
iriet  which  it  has  been  represented  to  be.  The  soil  is  generally 
itrmg  and  productive ;  the  mountains  are  not  so  elevated  and  steep 
fat  mat  the  soil  is  preserved  of  sufficient  thickness  to  their  tops  to 
Mcure  their  cultivation,  and  most  of  the  marshy  lands  may  be  re- 
daimfri  by  ditching ;  by  this  means  they  will  become  more  valuable 
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than  the  uplands  for  producing  hay.  In  fine,  it  will  be  found  an  ex- 
ceiient  country  for  grazing,  raising  stock,  and  producing  butter  and 
cheese.  The  strength  of  the  soil  is  sufficiently  tested  By  the  heavy 
growth  of  timber,  which  is  principally  of  hard  wood,  as  beach,  maple, 
yellow  birch,  butternut,  and  elm.  The  evergreens  or  pines,  are  con- 
fined mostly  to  the  lower  ranges  of  mountains.  Some  of  them  are 
of  the  largest  growth  of  any  in  the  state,  and  are  suitable  for  the 
main  shafts  of  the  largest  of  the  cotton  mills.  In  the  main,  the  county 
resembles  the  mountainous  districts  of  New  England,  and  like  these 
produces  the  same  intermixture  of  forest  trees,  and  has  about  the 
same  adaptations  for  the  production  of  the  different  kinds  of  grain,  as 
wheat,  rye,  oats,  peas,  barley,  together  with  fine  crops  of  potatoes. 

**  The  face  of  the  country  varies  from  hilly  to  mountainous.  A 
low  ranffe  of  mountains  cross  the  county  between  the  town  of  Wells 
and  Lake  Pleasant ;  the  whole  width  is  not  far  from  six  mileSi 
This  range,  in  its  progress  northeastwardly,  increases  in  elevatioii 
until  it  constitutes  the  highest  mountain  group  in  the  state,  in  the 
towns  of  Moriah  and  Keene,  in  Essex  county. 

**  The  most  interesting  physical  features  in  this  county  arise  from 
the  number  and  beauty  of  the  lakes  which  are  sprinkled  liberally  and 
picturesquely  over  its  surface.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  clefumMS 
of  the  waters  of  Lake  G^rge,  and  not  without  reason ;  if^  howevo*, 
the  traveller  will  extend  his  wanderings  to  Lake  Pleasant,  Round, 
Piseco,  and  Racket  lakes,  he  will  find  them  its  equals,  if  not  its  rivals. 
The  clearness  of  the  waters  in  all  these  lakes  is  owing  to  the  primi- 
tive character  of  the  region  in  which  they  occur.  The  lakes  of 
Hamilton  form  a  beautiful  addition  to  the  scenery  of  our  country. 
Although  the  mountains  are  not  so  high  as  those  of  Scotland,  still  it 
will  be  a  matter  which  will  occasion  no  surprise,  (when  Americans 
shall  have  acquired  sufficient  independence  to  admire  a  thing  that  is 
American,)  if  these  lakes  do  not  become  objects  of  admiration,  aad 
shall  be  considered  as  vieing  with  those  of  Scotland.  Settlements 
are  now  forming  on  the  margin  of  those  beautiful  sheets  of  water, 
and  were  buildings  erected  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  travel- 
lers, in  some  central  place  among  these  lakes,  (which  we  doubt  not 
will  be  the  case  in  a  short  time,)  our  pleasure-seeking  community,  of 
whatever  cast,  could  spend  a  few  days  or  weeks  with  as  much  xest 
as  is  afforded  by  any  of  the  places  of  public  resort  which  are  so 
thronged  during  the  heat  of  summer.  As  I  have  already  intimated, 
the  axe  has  been  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  ere  long  where 
nought  now  gi%ets  the  eye  but  a  dense,  and  to  all  appearance  impas* 
sable  forest,  will  be  seen  the  golden  grain  waving  with  the  gcntis 
breeze,  the  sleek  cattle  browsing  on  the  rich  pastures,  and  the  tanner 
with  well-stored  granaries  enjoying  the  domestic  hearth.''  Whila 
thousands  are  annually  emigratmg  to  the  unsettled  regions  of  the 
^  far  west,**  it  should  be  remembered  that  here  is  a  tract  which  per- 
haps offers  as  strong  inducements  as  the  former,  with  the  additioosl 
4idvantafles  of  a  near  market,  and  of  becoming  ere  long  possessed  of 
mil  the  blossings  of  an  old  country. 
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.  AinrTTA  was  erected  in  1936,  fix>m  Lake  Pleasant  It  is  about  65 
fl^ks  lonff,  with  an  average  breadth  of  6}.  Pop.  200.  The  nte 
jhaignstnn  for  the  county  seat  is  at  Piseco,  in  this  town»  a  ficMUiBh- 
HW  ▼lUage  on  the  Piseco  lake. 

^^iLMAv  was  erected  in  1880,  from  Wells.    It  is  about  37  miles 
Inu^  N.  and  S.,  and  5  broad,  E.  and  W.    Pop.  08. 
'  Hops,  the  S£.  comer  town,  was  taken  from  Wells  in  1818.    It  is 
iflbout  10  miles  loi^,  £.  and  W.,  and  fi  broad,  N.  and  S.    Hope, 
Bope  Centre,  and  Senson,  are  post-offices.     Pop.  711. 

£akb  Pleasant,  taken  fit)m  Johnstown  in  1812 ;  centrally  distant 
ftom  New  York  255,  from  Albany  120,  and  from  Johnstown  48 
Bliles.  It  is  about  50  miles  long,  N.  and  S.,  and  7  broad,  E.  and  W. 
Bmdi.  206.  Lake  Pleasant  is  a  small  village,  about  16  miles  N.  of 
Iwton  county  line. 

''  LoNa  Lake  is  E.  and  W.  28  miles  long,  by  about  12  broad,  and 
#Msiipies  the  whole  breadth  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  county.  It 
thm  erected  in  1888,  from  Wells,  Lake  Pleasant,  Arietta,  and  More- 
home.    Pop.  50. 

'Morehouse,  the  westernmost  town  of  the  county,  was  taken  from 
thka  Pleasant  in  1885.  It  is  about  40  miles  long,  N.  and  S.,  bv 
rfkout  6}  broad,  E.  and  W.  Pop.  160.  Morehouseville  is  a  smaU 
llf/hm^  in  the  southern  part 

'Wells,  the  easternmost  town  of  the  county,  is  about  40  miles  long, 
K  and  8.,  with  an  averi^  breadth,  E.  and  W.,  of  about  5  miles. 
wUk  pott-office  is  in  the  §.  part    Pop.  365. 
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HEEKniBE  couHTT  was  originally  constituted  m  1701.  Greatest 
ksogth  N.  and  S.  00,  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  28  miles.  Cen- 
ttaliy  distant  from  New  York  260,  from  Albany  115  miles.  This 
county  has  a  brdLen  and  diversified  aspect  South  of  the  Mohawk, 
within  this  county,  is  the  great  dividing  ridge  separating  the  waters 
of  the  Mohawk  nrom  those  of  the  Susquehannah.  A  high  range  of 
hiNs  extend  across  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  at  the  Little  Falls,  and 
tke  whole  county  north  of  tne  Mohawk  is  of  a  mountainous  charac- 
ter. Most  of  the  county  south  of  the  Mohawk,  and  for  many  miles 
north  of  it,  is  under  cultivation,  which  the  grater  portion  of  the  hills 
iriil  admit  of  to  their  summits.  There  is  a  variety  of  soil,  but  the 
0etter  part  of  the  county  is  better  adapted  for  grass  thao  grain. 
•Tho  extenmve  aMuvial  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  those  of  some  of 
the  smaller  streams,  are  among  the  finest  grain  lands  in  the  state. 
Tbe  northern  part  of  the  county  is  elevated,  and  covered  with  extent 
iilre  forests  of  evergreens  and  marshes,  and  is  of  a  cold  and  sterile 
aoiL    The  Mohawk  river  runs  across  its  whole  width.    The  East 
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wad  West  Canada  creeks,  Qarge  branches  of  the  Mohawk,)  fonn  the 
former  part  of  the  eastern,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  western  boundt- 
ry  of  the  county.  Black  river  of  Lake  Ontario,  has  its  sources  in  the 
northern  part,  and  also  some  of  the  branches  of  the  Oswegatchie 
river.  Several  small  streams  running  into  the  Mohawk,  and  some  of 
the  sources  of  the  Susquehannah,  have  their  rise  in  the  southern  part. 
The  Erie  canal  and  Utica  railroad  cross  the  county  in  the  Mohawk 
valley.  The  long  level  of  the  canal,  69i  miles,  extends  from  SyT>- 
cuse,  Ononda^  county,  to  Frankfort,  near  the  western  boundary  of 
this  county.  From  thence  across  the  county  the  canal  has  &  descent 
of  97  feet  by  12  locks ;  S  of  which  are  at  the  Little  Falls,  at  which 
place  there  is  an  aqueduct  over  the  Mohawk,  built  of  3  arches,  one 
of  700,  two  of  60  feet  each.  The  lands  of  this  county  were  orio[inallr 
eranted  in  large  tracts ;  such  were  the  "  Royal  Grant,"  to  Sir  Wil- 
utun  Johnson,  embracing  the  coimtry  between  the  East  and  West 
Canada  creeks ;  the  "  Jerserfield  patent,"  covering  a  larger  portknt 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  county,  made  in  1770;  the  "German 
Flats  patent,"  granted  in  1725,  and  others.'  The  county  has  19  tomw. 
Pop.  37,378. 

Columbia,  taken  from  Warren  in  I8I2 ;  from  Albany  75,  from 
Herkimer  S.  10  miles.     Pop.  2,130.     This  town  was  settled  previoas 
to  the  revolution,  by  some  Germans.     Columbia  and  South  UolumNB   ' 
are  post-oflices. 

Danube  was  taken  from  Minden  in  1817  ;  from  Albany  70,  ftoB  I 
Herkimer  SE.  10  miles.  Pop.  1,907.  Near  the  mouth  of  tbe  ffam-  \ 
daga,  a  small  stream  in  this  town,  formerly  stood  a  Mohawk  ends  ' 
wiUi  a  church  and  bell. 


General  Herkimer  house,  Danube. 

Tbe  above  is  an  eastern  view  of  the  Gen.  Herkimer  house,  in  Dan* 
ube,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Connor.  This  house  is  built  of  brick,  and  is 
upwards  of  2  miles  eastward  of  the  village  of  Little  Falls,  just  below 
Uie  rocky  pass  of  the  Mohawk.  It  is  situated  but  a  few  rods  south 
from  the  Erie  canal,  fronting  the  beautiful  interval  of  the  Mohawk, 
Qt  this  place.     This  house  was  built  by  the  general,  who*  after  being 
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wounded  at  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  was  brought  here,  where  he  died. 
He  was  buried  on  a  little  knoll,  a  few  rods  in  a  southerly  direction 
from  his  house,  in  the  family  burying  ground,  without  a  monument  to 
tell  where  he  lies. 

The  battle  of  Oriskany  was  fought  on  the  6th  of  Aug.,  1777 ;  and 
Gen.  Herkimer  did  not  long  survive  his  wound.  The  following  ac- 
count of  his  last  moments,  and  his  character,  is  taken  from  Col. 
Stone's  interesting  account  in  his  Life  of  Brant,  vol.  I. 

**  He  was  conveyed  to  his  own  hoiLse  near  the  Mohawk  river,  a  few  miles  below  the 
Little  Falls ;  where  his  leg,  which  had  been  shattered  5  or  6  inches  below  the  knee,  was 
amputated  about  10  days  after  the  battle,  by  a  young  French  surgeon  in  the  army  of  Gen. 
Arnold,  and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  general's  own  medical  adviser,  the  late  Dr.  Fa- 
trie.  But  the  operation  was  unskilfully  performed,  and  it  was  found  impossible  by  his 
attendants  to  stanch  the  blood.  Col.  Willet  called  to  see  the  general  soon  after  the  openu 
lion.  He  was  sitting  up  in  his  bed,  with  a  pipe  in  his  mouth,  smoking,  and  talking  in  ex-> 
eeUent  spirits.  Ho  died  the  night  following  that  visit.  His  fHend,  Cul.  John  Roff,  was 
present  at  the  amputation,  and  affirmed  that  he  bore  the  operation  with  uncommon  fortitude. 
Hs  was  likewise  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  blood  continuing  to  flow — there 
being  no  physician  in  immediate  attendance — and  being  himself  satisfied  that  the  time  of 
haa  departure  was  nigh,  the  veteran  directed  the  Holy  Bible  to  be  brought  to  him.  He  then 
opened  it  and  read,  in  the  presence  of  those  who  surrounded  his  bed,  with  all  the  composure 
which  it  was  possible  for  any  man  to  exhibit,  the  38rh  psalm — applying  it  to  his  own  situa- 
tion.  He  soon  afterward  expired ;  and  it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  annals  of 
man  furnish  a  more  striking  example  of  Christian  heroism— calm,  deliberate,  and  firm  in 
tfie  hour  of  death — thun  is  presented  in  this  remarkable  instance.  Of  the  eurly  history  of 
Gen.  Herkimer,  but  little  is  known.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  his  family  was  one  of 
the  6nt  of  the  Gennans  who  planted  themselves  in  the  Mohawk  valley.  And  the  massive 
■lone  mansion,  yet  standing  at  German  Fiatts,  bespeaks  its  early  opulence.  He  was  an 
vneducated  man — with,  if  possible,  less  skill  in  letters,  even  than  Gen.  Putnam,  which  is 
M]ring  much.  But  he  was,  nevertheless,  a  man  of  strong  and  vigorous  understanding — 
dsstitate  of  some  of  the  essential  requisites  of  generalship,  but  of  the  most  coal  and  dauntless 
Mmrage.  These  traits  were  all  strikingly  disclosed  in  the  brief  and  bloody  expedition  to 
Oriskany.  But  he  must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  that  most  important  of  all  books— 
The  Bible.  Nor  could  the  most  learned  biblical  scholar,  lay  or  clerical,  have  selected  a 
portion  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  more  exactly  appropriate  to  the  situation  of  the  dyin^  sol- 
dier, than  that  to  which  he  himself  spontaneously  turned.  If  Socrates  died  like  a  philoeo. 
pher,  and  Rousseau  like  an  unbelieving  sentimentalist,  Gen.  Herkimer  died  hke  a  Cheis- 
TIAN  Heeo.  Congre.«8  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  governor  and  council  of  New 
York  to  erect  a  monument,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  the  memory  of  this 
brave  man,  a{  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

**  Sixty  years  have  since  rolled  away,  and  the  journal  of  Congress  is  the  only  monument, 
and  the  resolution  itself  the  only  inscription,  wliich  as  yet  testify  the  gratitude  of  the  repub- 
lic to  Gehbbal  NrcBOLis  Herxixee.'* 

Fairfield,  taken  from  Norway  in  1796;  from  Albany  76,  from 
Herkimer  NE.  10  miles.  Pop.  1^36.  The  village  of  Fairfield  is 
centrally  situated,  and  contains  1  Methodist,  1  Episcopal,  and  1  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  about  50  dwellings. 

The  college  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  western  district  ia 
located  in  this  village,  and  numbers  6  professors  and  105  students; 
also,  a  flourishing  academy,  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Bannister,  and  numbering  150  pupils,  including  males  and  females. 
In  the  following  view,  the  two  buildings  shown  on  the  right  are  the 
medical  colleges,  the  structure  with  a  steeple  is  the  academy  chapel, 
and  the  building  partially  seen  on  the  left  is  the  one  appropriated  for 
the  male  department  of  the  academy.  These  buildings  are  favorably 
located  on  a  fine  green.     The  building  for  the  females  is  not  shown 
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Medical  College,  and  Academy,  at  Fairfield. 

in  this  view.  Middlcvillc,  on  West  Canada  creek,  on  tho  welt  Ena 
of  the  towD,  and  panly  in  Newport,  has  1  church  and  about  fiO 
dwellings. 

Frankfort  was  taken  from  German  Flats  in  1796;  from  Albuj 
86  miles.  Frankfort,  a  manufacturing  village  upon  the  canal  4  milet 
NW.  of  Herkimer,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Frankfort  Hill  is  a  post- 
office.     Pop.  3,096. 

German  Flats  was  organized  in  1 788.  Its  surface  is  undulating, 
rising  from  the  Mohawk  river  on  the  northern  boundary.  The  ex- 
tensive alluvial  Huts  in  this  town,  as  well  as  those  in  Herkimer,  were 
settled  at  an  early  period  by  German  families,  and  have  now  been 
known  as  the  German  Flats  for  more  than  a  century.  The  soil  of 
the  township  is  uncommonly  good,  particularly  the  flats  on  the  Mo- 
hawk, which  are  proverbially  fertile.  Centrally  distant  from  Herki- 
mer 5,  and  from  Albany  75  miles.     Pop,  3,345. 

Mohawk,  a  small  post  village  on  the  Mohawk  river  and  Erie  canal, 
is  nearly  2  miles  from  Herkimer,  the  county  seat ;  contains  an  ancient 
stone  church,  the  westernmost  of  the  line  of  those  structures  built  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  A  short  distance  E.  of  the 
church  stood  the  large  and  massive-built  mansion  of  the  Herkimer 
family,  which,  like  the  church  Itself,  was  used  as  a  fort.  Hence  it 
was  called  Fort  Herkimer.  "  II  was  at  this  place,"  says  C'ol.  Stone, 
"  that  the  first  liberty  pole  in  the  valley  was  reared  in  the  ipring  of 
1775."  White,  the  sheriff  of  Trj'on  county  at  that  time,  cnme  up 
the  flats  with  a  large  body  of  militia  from  Johnstown,  and  cut  it  down. 
When  the  Mohawk  valley  was  ravaged  in  1778  by  the  tones  and 
Indians,  there  were  34  dwellings  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk 
laid  m  ashes. 

Herkimer  was  organized  in  1788.  The  surface  of  the  township 
on  the  north  is  hilly ;  on  the  south,  along  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk, 
which  forms  its  southern  boundary,  are  the  German  flats,  so  noted  for 
their  fertility.  This  place  was  an  early  German  settlement, "  orisin- 
ally  called  Bumetsficld.  from  the  circumstan(;e  that  the  patent  oad 
been  granted  by  Gov.  Burnet.     This 'patent  extended  ovkt  the  richnt 
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and  moat  beautiful  nction  of  the  Mi^awk  vallej,  comprehending  the 
brtMut  alluTial  lands  directly  beyond  the  junction  of  the  West  Canada 
creek  and  river,  and  incluoing  about  10  miles  of  the  Talley  from  £. 


Viao  of  Herkimer,  from  the  Erie  canaL 

The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  as  seen  from  all 
rieration  rising  frotn  the  south  bank  of  the  Mohawk  and  the  Brie 
onial,  about  a  mile  distant.  The  village  was  incorporated  in  1807— 
189&,  and  is  built  on  a  gravelly  plain  elevated  some  10  or  16  feet 
above  the  surrounding  nats,  occupying  the  site  of  the  ancient  Fort 
'  Daytcm.  The  village  consists  of  upwards  of  100  dwellings,  the 
county  buildings,  1  Dutch  Reformed  and  1  Methodist  church,  a  print- 
ing omce,  6cc  The  principal  street  runs  N.  apd  S.,  and  is  about  half 
a  mile  in  extent ;  the  railroad  passes  through  the  village  at  its  south- 
ern extremity. 

The  following  account  of  the  destruction  of  this  place  bythetoriei 
and  Indians  in  1778,  is  from  Stone's  Life  of  Brant 

"  At  the  tima  of  which  w«  are  writing,  the  Mldaraent  on  dia  loulh  ndo  of  iha  rinr 
nnniberad  3i  dwsUing-houwe,  and  there  were  tbout  an  eqiul  cumber  npoo  die  north  ode, 
tofeber  wilfa  u  muir  berni  and  other  outbuilding*,  end  WTenJ  miU*.  The  populitian, 
te  dw  nulnbu  of  houiea,  wu  numetDue.  The  laude,  rich  bj  nUure,  tod  weQ  cittiinted, 
had  that  rear  brought  forth  bj  handfuli ;  ao  thai  the  baina  were  amytf  alored  with  ibnr 

**  It  Waa  at  the  doM  of  Auguat,  or  earif  in  the  month  of  September,  that  tbia  fine  diMtiot 
ma  laid  waate  bf  the  Indiana  under  the  direction  of  Brant  Moet  provideotiaUr,  howerw, 
Aa  iuTanon  waa  attended  with  iha  loaa  of  but  two  line — one  man  being  killsd  outright, 
«nd  another,  named  McGinnia,  periahed  in  the  flunea.  The  particulua  of  Ihia  hoadie  bnp- 
Hon  were  Iheaa  i — Enlenaining  aome  suepiciona  of  Brant,  who  wu  at  Unadilla,  a  aooiil  of 
'  hn  Men  had  been  daapaiched  into  that  Ticioitr  for  obaervition.  Three  of  tbeae  men  wem 
kilM  U  lb*  EdmoUin  aeltlemenl.  The  fourth,  John  Helmar,  nicceeding  in  making  Ua 
•«W«,and  ntamed  to  the  Flats  at  half  an  hour  before  auD-down,jiui  in.time  lo  announea 
Am  Brant  with  a  large  bodf  of  Indiana,  waa  advancing,  andwoold,  inafewhoora,  benpon 
IkM.  All  waa,  of  contae,  terror  and  alaim  through  tba  acnlenienti  and  the  inhabil*n»— 
>B«B,  woaaan,  and  diildren— were  gathered  into  forta  Darioa  and  Heifciiiiar  for  aaontiir. 
h  ^ing  to  thoM  dafanoea,  ibey  gathand  up  the  moat  ralnabU  of  dwir  atuff,  and  by  iMalw 
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of  boats  and  canoes  upon  the  river,  Buccccded,  in  the  course  of  Ae  evening,  in  eoUeetii^a 
large  portion  of  their  best  articles  of  furniture.  But  they  had  no  time  to  look  after  their 
flocks  and  herds. 

"  Early  in  thfi  evening  Brant  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  settlement,  but  as  the  night  came 
on  rxcrssively  dark  and  rainy,  he  halted  with  his  forces  in  a  ravine,  near  the  houae  of  hii 
tory  friend  Shoemaker,  where  the  younger  Butler  and  his  party  were  captured  the  preceding 
year.  Here  the  chieftain  lay  with  his  warriors  until  the  storm  broke  away  towaida  manuag 
—unconscious  that  his  approach  had  been  notified  to  the  people  by  the  acout  in  aeasoo  to 
enable  them  to  escape  the  blow  of  his  uplifted  arm.  Before  the  dawn  be  waa  on  loot,  and 
his  warriors  were  sweeping  through  the  settlement ;  so  that  the  torch  mi^t  be  almoat  m^ 
ultaneously  applied  to  every  building  it  contained.  Just  as  the  day  waa  breaking  in  the 
cast,  the  fires  were  kindled,  and  the  whole  section  of  the  valley  was  speedily  iUaminated  kf 
the  flames  of  houses  and  bams,  and  all  things  else  combustible.  The  apeetaelet  to  the 
people  in  the  forts,  was  one  of  melancholy  grandeur.  Every  family  saw  the  ftimaa  wmi 
Mnoke  of  its  own  dumicil  ascending  to  the  skies,  and  every  former  the  whole  prodaet  of  Ui 
labor  for  the  season  dissolving  into  ashes. 

**  Having  no  firearms  larger  than  their  rifles,  the  Indians  avoided  even  a 
against  the  forts,  notwithstanding  their  chagrin  that  neither  scalps  nor  prisonera  weie  to 
their  triumph.  But  as  the  light  of  day  advanced,  their  warriors  were  seen  nngly,  or  in 
groups,  scouring  the  fields,  and  driving  away  all  the  horses,  sheep,  and  Mack  entdo  Atf 
could  be  found.  Nothing  upon  which  they  could  lay  their  hands  was  left ;  and  the  aeitlB- 
ment,  which,  but  the  day  before,  for  ten  miles  had  smiled  in  plenty  and  in  beauty,  waa  now 
houseless  and  destitute.  Happily,  however,  of  human  life  there  was  no  greater  aacrifiee 
than  has  already  been  mentioned.  After  the  Indians  had  decamped  with  their  booty,  a 
force  of  between  300  and  400  militia-men  collected,  and  went  in  pursuit — following  aa  ht 
as  Edmeaton's  plantation  on  the  Unadilla  river,  where  the  bodies  of  the  three  acouti  weie 
found  and  buried.    But  no  other  results  attended  this  expedition.'* 

Litchfield  was  taken  from  German  Flats  in  1706;  from  Albany 
88,  centrally  distant  from  Herkimer  and  Utica  1 1  miles.  Cedarville, 
partly  in  the  towns  of  Winfield  and  Columbia,  has  about  40  dwellingi. 
Litchfield  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  1,672. 

Little  Falls  was  taken  from  Herkimer,  Fairfield,  and  German 
Flats,  in  1820.  It  has  a  hilly  and  broken  surface,  lying  on  both  ridet 
of  the  Mohawk.  Pop.  3,881.  The  first  settlement  in  the  town  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  at  the  falls  of  the  Mohawk,  by  or  under  the 
direction  of  Alexander  Ellis.  This  gentleman  was  a  Scotch  mer^ 
chant,  who,  under  the  favor  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  had  obtained  a 
patent  of  the  wild  mountain  gorge,  through  which  the  Mohawk  leaps 
from  the  upper  into  the  lower  section  of  the  valley. 

The  engraving  shows  a  southern  view  of  part  of  the  village  as 
seen  from  a  point  about  20  rods  below  the  aqueduct  over  the  Mo- 
hawk. The  village  consists  of  upwards  of  300  dwellings,  5  churches — 
viz,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  1  Episcopal,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Cath- 
olic— a  bunk,  an  academy,  2  newspaper  printing  offices,  and  various 
manufacturing  establishments.  The  village  is  supplied  with  water 
brought  from  a  spring  in  the  granite  mountain,  300  feet  above  the 
tops  of  the  houses.  The  singular  building  with  a  spire,  seen  in  the 
engraving  on  the  left,  on  elevated  ground,  is  the  oldest  church  in  the 
village,  formerly  used  by  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  but  now  occupied 
by  the  Catholics. 

•*  This  spot  is  remarkable  for  the  passage  of  the  Mohawk  river 
through  the  mountain  barrier ;  for  its  wild  and  picturesque  scenery ; 
and  for  the  difficulties  which  have  been  overcome  in  constructing  the 
Erie  canal  through  the  pass.  It  receives  the  name  of  the  Little  Falls, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  Great  Falls  at  Cahoes.    The  falls  extend 


Houthem  view  of  part  of  the  Village  of  LiUk  Falls. 

V^oa,  the  river  about  three  fourths  nf  a  mile,  deacendiug  in  that  dis- 
itaoo  43  feet,  and  consist  of  two  long  rapids,  separatedliy  a  stretch 
df  deep  water,  occupying  each  about  the  fourth  of  a  mile.  The  up* 
per  rapids  are  moat  considerable.  Above  them,  a  dam  across  the 
ftneam  renders  it  placid,  over  which  the  waters,  separated  by  a  small 
jUwd,  form  beautiful  low  cascades,  falling  into  a  deep  pool  beneath, 
i^tence  the  curreut  rushes,  murmuring  and  foaming,  over  ridges  and 
Wwrphous  masses  of  granite  and  gneiss  rock,  flowing  with  compar- 
ative gentleness  beneath  the  overarching  bridge  ana  aqueduct,  tmd 
dwDce  hurrying,  with  new  impetuosity,  over  the  stony  bed  below. 

.^  TIuB  water^ll  would  be  beautiful  anywhere ;  but  it  acauires 
crandeur  here,  from  the  high  hills  which  confine  it,  and  whicn  the 
n^hteat  observation  teaches  us  have  been  cut  down  by  its  ever  en- 
during and  irresistible  force.  The  detiJe  is  two  miles  long,  with  a 
nediaj  breadth  of  one  hundred  rods.  On  either  bank,  the  hill,  on 
which  deciduous  and  evergreen  trees  are  pleasingly  intermingled, 
riaeti  from  360  to  400  feet,  and  the  fall,  over  which  may  have  once 
^ured  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario,  may  have  had  a  very  Uttle  infe- 
rior altitude.  A  mound,  raised  here  to  the  height  of  70  feet,  would 
now  cause  the  waters  to  overflow  the  Rome  summit,  and  send  them 
again  by  Wood  creek  and  the  Oneida  lake  to  Ontario. 

"  That  the  hill  has  been  so  abraded  ts  incontestibly  demonstrated  by 
the  many  cavities,  basins,  and  channels,  worn  in  the  rock,  at  the  bot- 
tcHo  and  sides  of  the  defile,  visible  throughout  its  extent,  and  at  an 
elevation  of  60  feet  Below  the  Gulf  Bridge,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road,  is  an  insulated  rock,  having  a  remarkable  water-worn  cavity  or 
fiamel ;  iU  top  is  between  30  and  40  feet  above  the  low-water  mark 
of  the  river,  and  the  rock  in  which  it  is  formed  is  10  feet  high.  The 
fimnel.  Si  feet  diameter,  descends  perpendicularly  Iromt  he  top  be- 
low the  exposed  part  of  the  base.  Near  the  base  it  is  broken  so 
Ih^  tb^  sky  may  be  seen  as  through  a  chimney.     Ttiis  fiumel  hu 
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doubtless  been  worn  by  the  violent  action  of  water  upon  looie  itones 
within  its  cavity.  Similar  indications  of  like  action  are  comnKm  heTe» 
and  some  have  lately  been  disclosed  by  removal  of  the  soil  from  other 
portions  of  rock. 

**  At  the  foot  of  the  falls  the  river  expands  into  a  basm  more  than 
a  hundred  feet  deep,  into  which  the  high  cataract  once  poured  iti 
floods,  and  from  whose  depths  rocky  spires  rise  above  the  surface. 

^  A  canal,  with  5  locks,  was  constructed  here  by  the  Western  Inland 
Navigation  Company,  in  1802,  which  now  gives  a  valuable  hydraulic 
power,  and  serves  as  a  feeder  for  the  Erie  canal,  with  which  it  is 
connected  by  a  noble  aqueduct  of  marble,  214  feet  long,  16  feetwide^ 
confined  by  walls  14  feet  high  and  4  feet  broad,  sustained  by  three 
arches,  the  central  one  of  70,  and  the  outer  ones  each  of  50  feet  span. 
The  western  parapet,  guarded  with  an  iron  balustrade,  forms  in 
agreeable  promenade,  from  which  a  great  portion  of  this  varied 
scenery  is  visible.  This  beautiful  structure  is  best  seen  from  a  fine 
stone  bridge  immediately  above  it. 

*^  This  defile  presented  an  obstacle  to  the  Erie  canal,  inferior  to  none 
save  the  deep  excavation  at  Lockport.  Here,  two  miles  of  deeprodt 
cutting  were  necessary  ;  years  were  supposed  requisite  to  accompliih 
the  work ;  but  the  perseverance  and  skill  of  the  contractors  effictad 
the  most  difficult  portion  in  less  than  90  days. 

**  The  canal  descends  the  pass  by  5  locks,  40  feet  in  the  distance  of 
one  mile,  and  the  time  of  the  passage  permits  the  traveller  in  boili 
to  view,  leisurely,  the  natural  sceneir  and  artificial  improvementi. 

**  This  place  has  much  attraction  for  the  student  of  natural  sdenoe. 
The  geologist  will  find  the  various  formations  curiously  blended  in  iti 
vicinity.  The  rocks,  immediately  at.the  falls,  are  granite,  gneiss,  and 
hornblende,  with  calciferous  sand  rock  overlaid  oy  transition  lime- 
stone. Beautiful  quartz  crystals  of  unusual  size,  purity,  and  lustre, 
and  fine  specimens  of  tourmaline,  may  be  obtained. — Uordan^s  Oax. 


In  1780,  a  party  of  tories  and  Indians  made  a  descent  upon  the  small 
Little  Falls,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  mills,  which  were  of  much  importanoa  10  lbs 
inhabitants  in  this  section.  This  was  easily  accomplished — "  the  enemy  havina  "^olts 
upon  the  settlement  unawares,  and  the  flouring  mill  being  garrisoned  by  not  man  flfaH  a 
dozen  men.  Only  a  few  shots  were  exchanged,  and  but  one  man  was  killed— Dioiil  F» 
trie.  As  the  Indians  entered  the  mill,  the  occupants  endeavored  to  eacape  u  fwi  as  tktf 
could— some  leaping  from  the  windows,  and  others  endeavoring  to  conceal  fhumwliw  ba> 
low.  It  was  night,  and  two  of  the  number.  Cox  and  Skinner,  succeeded  in  enaeo 
themselves  in  the  race-way,  beneath  the  water-wheel — Skinner  having  previoialjr 
fight  hand  to  hand,  and  been  wounded  by  a  cut  from  a  tomahawk.  Two  of  thair 
panions.  Christian  Edick  and  Frederick  Getraan,  leaped  into  the  race-way  abovo  tlw 
and  endeavored  to  conceal  themselves  by  keeping  as  much  under  water  aa  poaaUa. 
the  application  o{  the  torch  to  the  mills  soon  revealed  the  aquatic  retreat,  and  ihaf 
taken.  Not  so  with  Cox  and  Skinner,  who  survived  the  storm  of  battle,  and  liia  mj 
elements  of  fire  and  water ;  the  showers  of  coals  and  burning  brands  being  at  onca 
guished  as  they  fell  around  them,  while  the  water-wheel  served  as  an  eflectoal  p 
against  the  falling  timbers.  7*he  enemy  retired  after  accomplisfaing  thair  olQoet, 
away  five  or  six  prisoners.** — Life  of  Brant, 

Manheim,  taken  from  Palatine  in  1797;  from  Albany  69  mihi 
Manheim,  on  the  Utica  turnpike  and  railroad,  14  miles  east  from  He^ 
kimer,  is  a  small  village.    Manheim  Centre  if  a  post-office.    Thli 
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town  wai  settled  b^  Germans  in  1770.  During^  the  revolution  the 
i^^pKifMnfa  were  dnven  from  their  possessions.  Pop.  2,095. 
.  jC9BWPomT»  taken  from  Norway,  Fairfield,  and  Schuyler  in  1806 ; 
fifom  Albany  95,  from  Herkimer  N.  centrally  distant  13  miles.  Pop. 
Hjfift  Newport  village  has  about  100  dwellings.  Middleport  is  a 
Hpall  village,  partly  in  the  town  of  Fairfield. 

.^omwAT,  taken  from  Herkimer  in  1792;  from  Albany  90,  fi*om 
Bfriumer  N.  centrally  distant  18  miles.  Pop.  1,040.  Norway  is 
Ismail  village. 

>^  pHiOi  erected  firom  West  Brunswick ;  from  Herkimer  centrally  dis- 
N.  22  miles.    Pop.  692.     West  Brunswick  is  the  post-office. 

iiA,  originally  named  Union,  and  taken  from  Norway  in  1806; 
Albany  94,  centrally  distant  NNW.  from  Herkimer  20  miles. 
2,198.  Russia  ^d  Poland  are  small  villages ;  Cold  Brook  and 
"le,  post-ofilces. 
Iausbubt,  taken  from  Palatine  in  1817 ;  from  Albany  76  miles, 
a  mountainous  surface,  with  broad  valleys  on  the  northeast 
ibury  14  N£.,  Salisbury  Centre  17  miles,  and  Winton,  are  small 
Pop.  1,859. 
ruut,  taken  from  Herkimer  in  1792 ;  from  Albany  86,  cen- 
distant  fit>m  Herkimer  8,  and  from  Utica  6  miles.  East  Schuy- 
•nd  West  Schuyler  are  post-offices.  Pop.  1,798. 
Itaix,  taken  from  Danube  in  1828 ;  from  Albany  centrally  distant 
fiom  Herkimer  SE.  16  miles.  Pop.  1,766.  Vanhornsville  is  a 
ill  village,  and  Starkville  a  post-office.  ''  The  Otsquake  creek  in 
{|^town»  lowing  9  miles  to  the  Mohawk  river,  is  remarkable  for  the 
■Unliiii  and  extent  of  the  calcareous  incrustations  and  petrifactions 
iJiPg  its  banks  and  tributaries  near  its  source.  A  fine  example  is  pre- 
■pitod  of  the  former  about  half  a  mile  above  the  first  mill,  wnere  a  tu- 
(^00118  rock  stretches  across  the  dell  from  60  to  70  yards,  with  a 
bgiiulth  of  16,  and  a  height  of  2  yards,  enclosing  masses  of  petrified 
wood.  The  most  perfect  petrification,  in  a  ravine  of  a  small  stream  de- 
IWndinA  to  the  creek,  is  the  trunk  of  a  hemlock  tree,  2  feet  in  diameter, 
1f(^him  the  concentric  circles  and  color  of  the  wood  are  admirably 
MWrved.  This  curious  laboratory  of  stone  is  still  in  action." — Chr- 
mftOaxeiemr. 

^J^ABuHr,  taken  from  German  Flats  in  1796 ;  from  Albany  68,  firom 
centrally  distant  S.  10  miles.    Subterranean  streams  burst 
here  in  lar^  volumes  sufficient  for  hydraulic  purposes.    Pages 
and  Crams  Comers  are  post-offices,  and  Little  JLiakes  a  small 
Pop.  2,008. 
Afield,  taken  firom  Richfield  and  Plainfield  of  Otsego  county, 
Litchfield  of  Herkimer  county,  in  1816 ;  from  Albany  75,  from 
5r  SW.  15  miles.    Winfield  and  West  Winfield  are  small 
Pop.  L652. 
'iLMURT  comprises  the  whole  northern  and  unsettled  section  of 
■ifioounty:  in  length  about  50,  and  in  breadth  about  16  miles.  Pop.  60. 
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JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

JBrFKBsoK  COUNTY,  taken  from  Oneida  in  1S05,  is  utuated  at  tbt 
E.  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  compiisiiu 
Chaumont  bay,  and  most  of  the  islets  called  the  "  Thousand  lila^ 
and  is  a  territory  having  as  many  natural  advantages  &s  aoy  portku 
of  the  interior  of  the  state.  It  is  centrally  distant  NW.  from  New 
York  305,  and  from  Alhanv  100  miles.  Length  N.  and  S.  48  miles; 
greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  36.  This  county  in  its  surface  is  either 
quite  level  or  ngrceably  diversified,  waving  in  gentle  uodulatioBi. 
Generally,  the  soil  is  of  a  sandy  loam  of  n  superior  quality,  wilb  sotne 
gravel  and  clay,  and  yields  abundant  crops.  The  natural  erowth  fA 
timber  is  luxuriant.  Originally  it  was  covered  with  trees  of  an  enor- 
mous height.  The  many  and  very  rapid  streams  of  this  county  fumiili 
an  abundance  of  hydraulic  power.  Tlie  cattle  sent  to  market  from  thii 
county  exceed  4,(H)0  head  per  annum.  Its  horses  are  ^ual  to  any 
in  the  state,  and  their  sale  is  a  source  of  much  revenue.  The  rsiiiiig 
of  sheep  is  a  growing  business.  The  roads  in  the  county  are  nums^ 
ous  ana  good ;  among  which  may  be  noticed  a  turnpike  from  Bnn-  I 
ville  to  Cape  VincenI,  31  miles,  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Qcdenaboii  j 
turnpikes,  and  the  great  military  road  between  Sacketts  Harbor  w  I 
Plattsburg,  on  Lake  Champlain.  About  one  half  of  the  export!  it-  } 
scend  to  Montreal.     It  is  divided  into  IB  towns.     Pop.  61,088. 
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Southern  view  of  Adams,  Jefferson  County. 

AnAHs,  taken  from  Mexico,  lat  April,  1802 ;  NW.  from  Albany  149 
miles.  It  was  originally  the  property  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Low,  of  New 
York,  and  was  settled  iii  1801,  bv  New  England  emigiants.  Among 
the  early  settlers  were  David  Smith,  EEihu  Morton,  a  Mr.  Brovb 
and  the  Salisbury  family.    Here  have  been  found  many  of  thoae  ■■■ 
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cient  woib  k>  common  in  the  westeni  country.  Pieces  of  coane 
nrtbenware  and  pipes  have  frequently  l>een  met  with,  and  old  stone 
hearths,  many  feet  under  sround.  There  have  also  been  discovered 
■even  of  ttie  tuciular  remains,  of  moderate  height,  with  the  ditch  en- 
circling them,  the  area  from  a  half  to  two  acres  each.  Adams  vil< 
'  f  14  miles  south  of  Watertown,  has  1  Presbyterian  and  1  Metl^ 
t  church,  a  select  school,  a  seminary  for  young  ladies,  and  190 
dwellings. 

The  preceding  view  of  the  central  p&Tt  of  the  vill^  was  taken  a  few 
fods  aouth  of  the  brid^,  in  the  prindpal  street  The  academy  stee- 
ple md  the  Presbyterian  church  are  seen  on  the  right,  and'  the  bridge 
B  die  centre  of  the  engraving.  Adams  Centre  contains  a  church 
bdonging  to  the  society  of  the  Seven-day  Baptists.  Appling  and 
SmithviUe  are  post  villages.     Pop.  of  the  town,  2,941. 

Alszaitiiria,  settled  by  New  Englanders  in  1817;  taken  from 
l)n)»  aville  and  Le  Ray  in  1821,  including  the  islands  in  the  St  Law- 
poict'  river  fronting  the  town.  Pop.  8,473.  The  rirer,  from  two  to 
fire  roiles  in  width,  is  speckled  by  the  "  Thousand  Isles."  Indian 
liver  flows  across  the  east  part  of  the  town,  having  falls  of  80  feet 
^  '  Theresa.  There  are  nere  many  uaeful  mill-streams,  and  18 
li  takes  well  stocked  with  fish.  Alexandria  village,  on  the  St  Law- 
.^x,80  miles  above  Ogdensburg,  has  about  30  dwelli^s.  Theresa, 
8S  miles  from  Ogdensburg,  has  about  25  dwellings.  Plessis,  Mitita- 
r;'  Road,  and  Redwood,  are  post-ofGces. 

AvTWEsr,  taken  from  Le  Ray  in  1810.  Antwerp,  upon  Indian 
rirer.  164  miles  from  Albany,  and  20  NE.  of  Watertown,  has  about 
40  or  00  dwellings.  Oxbow,  on  the  Oxbow  of  the  Oawegatchie  river, 
S5  miles  NE.  from  Watertown,  has  afjout  30  dwellings.  One  mile 
vest  of  the  village  is  a  rock  called  "  pulpit  rock,"  in  the  form  of  a 
palpitwboe  puQic  worship  has  occaaionaily  been  performed.  Pop. 
S,108. 
BsoWKTELLB,  taken  from  liCydcD  in  1802 ;  surface  level ;  soil  mar- 
kmro  on  ttniestone,  of  excellent  quality,  and  highly  improved,  and 
locing  much  wheat.  Th^  town  has  its  name  from  Mr.  John 
m,  an  early  Mttler, and  fatLer  of  the  late  Gen.  Brown.  Brown- 
,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Black  river,  S  miles  from  its  mouth, 
at  the  head  of  navigation,  4  miles  below  Watertown,  is  a  large 
ifecturing  village,  containing  about  100  dwellings,  and  1  Prnby- 
I,  i  Episcopal,  and  t  Methodist  church.  The  fkll  of  the  river 
~  I  feel.  D'ixter  is  a  small  but  flourishing  village,  at  the  head 
II  niack  river,  a  few  miles  below  Brovrnville.  Li- 
Ferch  River  are  post-offices.  Pop.  3,073. 
Cmumon,  settled  principally  by  emigrants  from  Connecticut ;  taken 
from  Mexico  in  1800  ;  from  Albany  148  miles,  from  Watertowli  E. 
ecntndly  distant  IS  miles,  and  dramed  by  the  Black  river.  Cham- 
pioD  uKt  Great  Bend  are  small  post  villages.  Pop.  34106. 
'  Clattoh,  taken  from  Orleans  and  Lyme  in  1832 ;  from  Albany 
MO  adea,  bwa  Watertown  centrally  distant  N.  14  miles.  Depao- 
iBe  and  Fraocli  Croek  are  small  villages.     Pop.  4,043. 
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Ellisburo,  settled  in  1793»  by  Mr.  Lyman  Ellis,  and  taken  from 
Mexico  in  1803;  from  Watertown  centrally  distant  SW.  17,  fit)m 
Albany  169  miles.  Pop.  5,356.  Bellville,  Woodville,  Ellisburg,  and 
Manns ville,  are  small  post  villages.  There  are  in  the  north  jNirt  of 
the  town  some  remains  of  ancient  fortifications,  consisting  of  seven 
mounds,  surrounded  by  ditches,  varying  from  a  half  to  two  acres  in 
area.  Stone  instruments,  as  axes,  wedges,  knives,  &c.,  are  jdougfaed 
up  from  time  to  time  in  the  adjacent  fields. 

Henderson,  taken  from  EUisburg  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  178  miles. 
Pop.  2,478.  Henderson  is  a  post  village  and  port,  at  the  head  of 
Hungry  bay,  where  vessels  of  100  tons  may  find  safe  harborage. 
At  the  dock  there  arc  about  15  or  20  dwellings.  At  the  ▼illage,  on 
Stony  creek,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  dock,  there  are  about 
70  dwellings.  Smithville,  12  miles  SW.  from  Watertown,  and  5 
from  Sacketts  Harbor,  has  about  65  dwellings. 

The  following  account  of  an  action  which  took  place  in  this  town 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  is  from  a  newspaper  published 
at  that  time,  entitled  "  The  War." 


"  On  the  30th  ult.,  (May,  1814,)  a  number  of  boats  coming  from  Oswego,  with 
and  rigging  for  the  new  veaaels,  put  into  Sandy  Creek,  about  16  miles  from  the  harbor^^ 
being  well  manned  with  sailors,  riflemen,  and  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Capu  Woot 
sey  of  the  navy ;  who,  on  entering  the  creek,  despatched  an  express  for  reinforcenMit% 
which  were  immediately  ordered  on,  but  they  did  not  arrive  until  the  butineM  was  orv. 
The  captain  apprehending  an  attack,  placed  the  riflemen  and  Indians  in  the  woods  on  cack 
side  of  the  creek,  and  sent  a  few  raw  militia,  with  the  show  of  opposing  the  enemy^  land, 
ing.  The  plan  succeeded.  The  militia  retreated  on  the  first  fire,  pursued  by  the  enemy ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  had  passed  the  Indians  and  riflemen,  who  were  in  ambi^,  these  bM 
attacked  them  in  the  rear,  while  a  battery  of  four  field-pieces  opened  upon  them  in  fioot 
Thus  cut  oflf  in  their  retreat,  after  a  smart  action  of  20  minutes,  in  which  they  had  90  kilM 
and  40  or  50  wounded,  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  137  in  number,  surrendered  with 
their  gun.boats,  five  in  number^ — One  of  these  boats  carried  a  661b.  carronadc ;  one,  a  \sk% 
32 ;  one,  a  long  24 ;  one,  two  long  128. ;  and  one,  two  brass  pieces ;  one  of  which  they 
threw  overboard.  Not  a  man  escaped.  There  were  among  the  enemy's  killed,  one  lieaL 
of  marines,  and  one  midshipman.  Among  the  prisoners  are  two  Poet  Captains,  one  tha 
commander  of  the  Wolf,  4  lieutenants,  and  4  midshipmen.  The  British  force  consisted  of 
sailors  and  marines.  Our  loss,  is  one  Indian  killed  and  three  wounded.  The  pnoneit 
were  conducted  to  Sacketts  Harbor  by  the  militia. — Another  gun-boat  from  the  Brifiik 
fleet,  with  36  men,  went  up  the  creek,  where  thcv  were  attacked  and  captured  after  a  fcw 
shots."  • 

HouNSFiELD,  taken  from  Watertown  in  1806;  drained  west  by 
Black  river  and  some  small  creeks.  This  town  was  settled  in  1801, 
by  Augustus  Sackett,  agent  for  the  owners.     Pop.  4,143. 

Sacketts  Harbor,  incorporated  in  1821,  on  the  SW.  side  of  Black 
river  bay,  on  Lake  Ontario.  The  settlement  of  this  town  was  com- 
menced in  1802,  by  Augustus  Sackett,  Esq.,  agent  for  the  ownen» 
who  came  from  New  York  and  settled  at  the  harbor  which  deriTei 
its  name  from  him.  The  first  house  built  here,  erected  by  Judge 
Sackett,  is  now  standing  in  Baird-street,  and  is  occupied  by  Mfl 
McGwinn.  The  progress  of  the  settlement  was  slow  until  161S. 
Afler  the  declaration  of  war  this  spot  became  an  important  miln 
tary  and  naval  position.  The  harbor  is  the  best  on  the  lake  fer 
shipbuilding  and  as  a  naval  depot.  The  following  view  was  taken 
from  the  military  hospital.     The  small  building  on  the  point  of  the 
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Northern  mew  ofSackett*  Harbor,  N.  T. 


harbor,  on  the  right  of  the  engraving,  is  the  old  blockhouse  which 
Mands  near,  or  on  the  site  of  old  Fort  Tompkins.  The  targe  build- 
fltt  on  a  rockv  island  a  few  rods  from  the  shore,  is  a  shjp-house, 
mich  covers  the  frame  of  the  "  New  Orleans,"  a  1 10  gun  ship  com- 
nenced  during  the  late  war.  The  steeple  on  the  left  is  that  of  the 
ftesb>terian  church.  There  is  also  an  Episcopal  and  a  Methodist 
dHircb  in  the  place,  and  about  1,800  inhabitants.  A  coDsiderable 
Inde  is  carried  on  here  by  the  lake  and  St.  Lawrence  river,  and  by 
Ae  Oswego,  Erie,  and  Welland  canals.  After  the  late  war,  business 
rery  much  decreased,  but  it  has  since  grown  with  the  general  im- 
novemcnt  nf  the  countrj'. 

The  troops  destined  for  the  attack  upon  York,  (U.  C.)  embarked 
iom  this  place.  The  following  account  of  the  expedition  is  from 
rhompson's  History  of  the  late  war: 

'On  ihe  23d  ■nd  33d  of  April.  1313,  e^reesbly  to  previous  ■mn^meal  with  Canuno. 
to*  Chauncry,  who  had  ihe  command  oC  the  fleet  on  Ldkc  Ontario,  General  Dsarbom 
mi  hia  (uiiF,  with  a  force  of  uvenlren  hundred  men,  embarked  on  this  expedition,  but  the 
■anlrnce  of  a  nolcnt  Blocm  preyenled  the  sailinfi  of  the  squadron,  until  the  Wih.  On 
im  day  it  mored  into  Lake  Onlaiio,  and  having  a  favorable  wind,  arrived  tafetr  at  7 
Mock,  on  the  momiog  of  the  27ih.  iboul  one  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  ruins  of  Fort 
IWmto,  and  two  and  a  half  from  the  town  of  York.  The  eiecution  of  that  pari  of  iha 
in  wliich  applied  immediately  to  Ihe  ailack  upon  York,  was  confided  (o  Colonel  Pike,  of 
kt  IStb  rrgiment,  who  had  then  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier-geneia!,  and  the 
Mtion  whicb  had  been  (iied  upon  for  landing  the  troops,  was  the  site  uf  the  old  fort. 
Ik  approach  of  the  fleet  being  discovered  (rum  ihc  enemy's  gattison,  General  Sheaffe,  ibe 
VAk  commandant,  hastily  collrcled  bis  whole  force,  consiaiing  of  upwards  of  aaven 
Mdred  aiid  fifty  rrgnlan  and  militia,  and  one  hundred  Indians,  and  disposed  them  in  the 
WK  maoDer  lo  resist  the  landing  of  iho  American  force.  A  body  of  British  grenadieti 
Mn  paraded  on  the  shore,  and  Ihe  Glengary  fencibles,  a  corps  which  had  been  disciplined 

ML  Bodies  of  Indiana  wer«  observed  in  groups  in  diflereni  dinctions,  in  and  about  (he 
nMt  bcktw  the  aite  of  the  fort,  and  numben  of  horsemen  wer«  stationed  in  the  clear 
imd  surnnmding  it.  These  were  seen  moving  into  ihe  town,  where  strong  field  works 
tt  hcci]  thrown  up  to  oppow  the  asaailanis.  The  Indians  were  taking  poal  at  stations, 
4ick  were  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Brituh  officers  with  «rsat  fkill,  from  which  ihejr 
tM  annoy  the  Americans  at  Ihe  point  where  the  water  and  the  weather  would  compel 
^  M  Ibik].  Thus  posted,  they  were  to  set  as  IrraiUturt.  The  tegulus  were  disco* 
wllabt  moving  on>  of  ifaeir  works  in  open  oohimni  i^  platoons,  and  marching  along  iIm 
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**  At  8  o'clock  the  debaHution  commenced ;  at  ten  it  was  completed.    M^ior  Fcnfh^ 
and  his  riflemen  in  seTeral  laige  batteaux,  were  in  the  advance.    They  pulled  vigoioiiB^ 
for  the  designated  ground  at  Sm  site,  but  were  forced  by  a  strong  easterly  wind  a  conm. 
arable  distanee  above.    The  enemy  being  within  a  few  feet  of  the  water,  and  complete^ 
masked  by  the  thickness  of  a  copse,  commenced  a  galling  fire  of  musketry  and  tifle.    Ts 
have  &Ilen  further  firom  the  clear  ground  at  which  he  was  first  ordered  to  land,  would  haw 
subjected,  not  only  his  own  corps,  but  the  whole  body  of  the  troops,  to  great  disadrantages ; 
and  by  landinig  at  a  greater  distence  fixmi  the  town,  the  object  of  the  expeditioii  wnSf/bt  be 
frustrated.    Migor  ForBythe  therefore  determined  upon  making  that  part  of  the  alui«  om 
which  the  enemy's  principal  strength  was  stationed,  and  desired  his  men  to  rest  a  bummoC 
on  their  oars,  until  his  riflemen  should  return  the  shot.    General  Pike  was  at  this  momeat 
hastening  the  debarkation  of  the  in£uitry,  when,  as  he  wss  standing  on  the  ship^  d«ek,  hs 
observed  the  pause  of  the  boats  in  advance,  and  springing  into  that  whidi  had  been 
for  himself  and  his  staff,  he  called  to  them  to  jump  into  the  boat  vrith  himt  ordered 
King  of  the  15th  (the  same  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  caxiying  the  eaemy'B 
opposite  Black  Rock,)  to  follow  him  instantly  with  three  companies  of  that  nginMiiC,  aid 
pushed  for  the  Canadian  shore.    Before  he  reached  it,  Forsythe  had  landed  and  was  alroady 
engaged  with  the  principal  part  of  the  British  and  Indian  force,  under  the  inunediate  eom. 
mand  of  Greneral  Sheafle.    He  contended  with  them  nearly  half  an  hour.    The  in&ntiy 
vfader  Major  King,  the  light  artillery  under  Major  Eustis,  the  volunteer  corps  commanded 
by  Colonel  M'Clure,  and  about  thirty  men,  who  had  been  selected  from  the  15th  at  Flat^ 
buig,  trained  to  the  rifle,  and  designed  to  act  as  a  small  corps  of  observation,  under  Liesb 
tenant  Riddle,  then  landed  in  rapid  succession,  and  formed  in  platoons.    General  Pike  took 
command  of  the  first,  and  ordering  the  whole  body  to  prepare  for  a  charge,  led  them  on  to 
the  summit  of  the  bank,  from  which  the  British  grenadiers  were  pouring  down  a  voUey  of 
musketry  and  rifle  shot.    The  advance  of  the  American  infiaintry  was  hot  to  be  withstood^ 
And  the  grenadiers  3rielded  their  position  and  retired  in  disorder.    The  signal  of  victory  WM 
at  the  same  instant  heard  from  Forsythe'e  bugles,  and  the  sound  had  no  sooner  peiietiaiad 
the  ears  of  the  Indians,  than  they  gave  a  customary  yell  and  fled  in  every  direction.    The 
•Glengary  corps  then  skiniushed  with  Forsythe's,  whilst  a  fresh  body  of  Grenadien,  so|^ 
posed  to  have  been  the  8th  or  King's  regiment,  made  a  formidable  charge  upon  the  AmeCi 
lean  colunm,  and  partially  compelled  it  to  retire.    But  the  officers  instandy  rallied  ihs 
troops,  who  returned  to  the  ground,  and  impetuously  charged  upon,  and  routed  the  grsna. 
diers.    A  reinforcement  of  die  remainder  of  the  15th  then  arrived,  with  Captain  Steele 
platoon  and  the  standarda  of  the  regiment,  and  the  Americans  remained  undispoted 
ters  of  the  ground.    A  firesh  fixmt,  however,  was  presented  by  the  British  at  a 
which  gave  way  and  retired  to  the  garrison,  as  soon  as  the  American  troops  were 
formed  by  Major  King,  for  the  charge.    The  whole  body  of  the  troops  being  now  IsniJsjL 
orders  were  given  by  General  Pike  to  form  in  platoons,  and  to  march  in  that  order  to  d» 
enemy's  works.    The  first  line  was  composed  of  Forsythe's  riflemen,  with  firont  aodfkw 
guards ;  the  regiments  of  the  first  brigade,  with  their  pieces ;  and  three  platoons  of  reservi^ 
imder  the  orders  of  Miyor  Swan ;  Major  Eustis  and  his  train  of  artillery  were  formed  ia 
the  rear  of  this  reeerve,  to  act  where  circumstances  might  require.    The  second  line  wai 
composed  of  the  21st  regiment,  in  six  platoons,  flanked  by  Col.  M'Clure'a  volunteers,  di. 
vided  equally  as  light  troops,  and  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Ripley.    Thus  formed,  an 
injunction  was  given  to  each  officer,  to  sufier  no  man  to  load ;  when  within  ashoartdiatsMS 
of  the  enemy,  an  entire  reliance  would  be  placed  upon  the  bayonet ;  and  the  coluom  moved 
on,  with  as  much  velocity  as  the  atreams  and  ravines  which  intersected  the  road  aloi^  iha 
lake  would  permit     One  field-piece,  and  a  howitzer,  were  with  difficulty  passed  over  oas 
of  these,  the  bridges  of  virhich  had  been  destroyed,  aiid  placed  at  the  head  ^  the  cotanm, 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Farming,  of  the  3d  artillery.    As  the  column  emerged  from  ihs 
woods,  and  came  immediately  in  fix>nt  of  the  enemy's  first  battery,  two  or  three  34  poaadk 
ers  were  opened  upon  it,  but  without  any  kind  of  effect.     The  column  moved  on,  and  ihs 
enemy  retreated  to  his  second  battery.    The  guns  of  the  first  were  immediately  taken,  and 
liieutenant  Riddle,  having  at  this  moment  come  up  with  his  corps  to  deUver  the  piisuusw 
which  he  had  made  in  the  woods,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  take  posseesion  of  the  snffmd 
battery,  about  one  hundred  yards  ahead,  the  guns  of  which.  Lieutenant  Fraaer,  aidida-caiQp 
to  the  general,  reported  to  have  been  spiked  by  the  enemy,  whom  he  discovered  retrealiiY 
to  the  garrison.    General  Pike  then  led  the  column  up  to  the  aecond  battery,  where  ha 
halted  to  receive  the  captured  anununition,  and  to  learn  the  strength  of  the  garrison.    Bipl 
as  every  appearance  indicated  the  evacuadoo  of  the  barracks,  he  suspected  the  aoeaqr  of 
an  intention  to  draw  him  within  range  of  the  shot,  and  then  suddenly  to  show  himm  h 
great  force.    Lieutenant  Riddle  was  sent  forward  with  his  corps  of  obaervatloii,  to 
'*  thers  wen  any,  and  what  Bamber  of  Hoopa,  within  the  garoson.    T3ia  "^yr^Hr 
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humh^J  yndi  dirtiiit  from  the  second  battery,  and  whilst  this  eoips  was  enfsged  ia 
nmmobmnugt  Geoeral  Pike,^after  removing  a  wounded  prisoner  from  a  dangerous  situu 
itioB,  had  pemtiMl  Umsetf  upon  a  stomp,  and  commenced  an  examination  of  a  British  ser- 
gisal,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  woods.  Riddle  hairing  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
ifciDdMU'id  the  gamson,  was  about  to  return  with  this  information,  when  the  magasine, 
which  was  aitnated  outside  the  barrack  yard,  blew  up,  with  a  tremendous  and  awful  explo. 
■on,  psflisd  €frmr  Riddle  and  his  party,  without  injuring  one  of  his  men,  and  killed  and 
woodad  General  Pike,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  column.  The  severity  of  Gen. 
«b1  Fike^  woonda  dissbled  him  from  further  service,  and  the  command  of  iIm  troops  de. 
labed  «pon  Colonel  Pearce  of  the  16th  regiment,  who  sent  a  demand  to  the  town  of  Yoik 
fv  la  inwnediete  aurreDder.  The  plan  of  the  contemplated  operations  was  known  only  to' 
QMsral  Pike,  end,  ae  General  Dearborn  had  not  yet  landed,  the  future  movements  of  the 
taops  would  depend  upon  the  will  of  their  new  commander.  He  ordered  them  immedi. 
a^ly  to  fiMrm  tbe  column,  and  to  march  forward  and  occupy  the  barracks,  which  M^or 
Fowflbe,  who  had  been  scouring  the  adyoining  wood,  had  already  entered.  Meanwhile 
in  BHiiali  regulan  were  retreating  acroes  the  Don,  and  destroying  the  bridges  in  their  rear. 
iUbr  die  explonon,  which  killed  about  fifty  of  the  enemy  who  had  not  retired  in  time  from 
lbs  gemeoa.  Lieutenant  Riddle  with  his  party,  then  reinforced  by  thirty  regulars  under 
isnent  Horrel  of  tbe  16th,  pursued  the  enemy's  route,  and  annoyed  his  retreating  guaid 
the  wood.  This  was  the  only  pursuit  which  was  made.  Had  a  more  vigorous  posh 
~  die  abandonment  of  the  enemy's  garrison,  his  whole  regular  force  must  have  been 
and  the  acceanon  of  military  atores  would  have  been  extensively  great.  The 
wtfontf  of  the  officers  were  well  aware  of  this,  and  as  it  was  known  that  the  stores  wars 
dipasited  at  Tocfc,  they  urged  the  necessity  of  the  inmiediate  approach  of  the  whole  cdnmn« 
H  pievent  their  lemovaL  Colonel  Pearce  then  marched  towards  the  town,  whidi  was  di^ 
wm  ihroeu|aarten  of  a  mile.  About  half  way  between  York  and  the  garrison,  the  cohimn 
vai  Intsteepted  by  several  officers  of  the  Canadian  militia,  who  had  come  out  with  terms  of 
MpilalaCion.  Whilst  these  were  discussing,  the  enemy  was  engaged  in  deatroyin^  the  miU 
hny  sterehoase,  and  a  large  vessel  of  war  then  on  the  stocks,  which  in  three  days  might 
hve  been  laanrhed,  and  added  to  the  American  squadron  on  Ontario.  Forsythe,  who  waa 
m  fkfB  left  in  advance,  being  aware  of  this,  despatched  Lieutenant  Riddle  to  inform  Col- 
Msl  PMrce.  Colonel  Ripley  was  at  the  same  time  urging  a  rapid  march,  and  the  troops 
ifMa  proceeded.  Colonel  Pearce  enjoined  the  observance  of  General  Pike's  orders,  that 
wtt  property  of  the  inhabitants  oif  York  should  be  held  sacred,  and  that  any  soldier  who 
sbsaU  ao  for  neglect  the  honor  of  his  profession,  as  to  be  guilty  of  plundering,  should,  on 
•■metioo,  be  punished  with  death.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Americans  were  in 
psavaaion  of  the  town,  and  terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed  upon,  by  which,  notwith. 
Wsndiiid,  the  severe  loss  which  the  army  and  the  nation  had  sustained  by  the  death  of  the 
gneral ;  the  unwarrantable  manner  in  which  that  loss  was  occasioned ;  and  the  subtlety 
viih  adikh  the  miliria  colonels  offered  to  capitulate  at  a  distance  from  the  town,  so  that  the 
cofaunn  might  be  detained  until  General  Sheafie  should  escape,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
pabiie  piopeity  be  completed,  although  one  of  its  articles  stipulated  for  its  delivery  into  the 
hsnds  of  tbe  Americans ;  the  militia  and  inhabitants  were  freed  from  all  hardship,  and  not 
saly  ihdr  persons  and  property,  but  their  legislative  hall  and  other  public  buildings  were 
protected.  Tlie  terms  of  the  capitulation  were,  *  that  tbe  troops,  regular  and  militia,  and 
dw  naval  officers  and  seamen,  should  be  surrendered  prisoneri  of  war.  That  all  pubUe 
slwies,  mmwml  md  mUUmry,  tkould  be  imnudiately  given  up  to  the  commanding  officeri  of 
ihs  anny  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  private  property  should  be  guaranteed 
Is  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  York.  That  all  papers  belonging  to  tbe  civil  officers  should 
bs  retained  by  them,  and  that  such  surgeons  as  might  be  procured  to  attend  the  wounded 
sf  the  British  regulars  and  Canadian  militia,  should  not  be  considered  prisoners  of  war.' 
Dader  thia  capitulation,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  msjor,  thirteen  captains,  nine  lieuten- 
satt^  eleven  ensigfna,  one  deputy  adjutant^general,  and  four  naval  officers,  and  two  hundred 
tnd  fii^uMie  nonuxmimissioned  officers  and  privates,  were  surrendered.  The  American 
■fontiy  were  then  oidered  to  return  to,  and  quarter  in  the  barracks,  while  the  riflemen 
Ms  Biaiioned  in  the  town. 

*  When  Greneral  Pike's  wound  was  discovered  to  be  mortal,  he  was 
KiDOved  firom  the  field,  and  carried  to  the  shipping  with  his  wounded 
aids.  Aa  they  conveyed  him  to  the  water's  ed^,  a  sudden  exclama- 
(ioo  was  beard  from  the  troops,  which  informed  him  of  the  American 
having  supplanted  the  British  standard  in  the  garrison.  He  expressed 
4m  titiffftr**^^  by  n  feeble  sigh,  and  after  bemg  traniferred  from  the 
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Pert  schooner  to  the  commodore's  ship,  he  made  a  sign  for  the  BiitUi 
flag,  which  had  then  been  brought  to  him,  to  be  placed  under  hit 
head,  and  expired  without  a  groan.  Thus  perishea  in  the  arms  of 
victory,  by  the  ungenerous  stratagem  of  a  vanquished  foe,  a  soldier 
of  tried  valor  and  invincible  courage, — a  general  of  illustrious  virtues 
and  distinguished  talents. 

'*  When  the  British  general  saw  the  American  column  advancing 
from  the  woods,  he  hastily  drew  up  the  articles  of  capitulation,  anS 
directed  them  to  be  delivered  to  a  colonel  of  the  York  militia.  Thii 
colonel  was  instructed  to  negotiate  the  terms,  after  the  regulars 
should  have  retreated.  General  SheafTe,  therefore,  considered  the 
garrison  to  be  as  much  surrendered,  as  if  the  articles  had  been  act- 
ually agreed  upon  and  signed.  Yet  he  treacherously  ordered  a  train 
to  be  laid,  which  was  so  calculated,  that  the  explosion  of  the  maga- 
zine should  be  caused  at  the  time  when  the  Americans  would  amfe 
at  the  barracks.  Had  not  General  Pike  halted  the  troops  at  the  en- 
emy's second  battery,  the  British  plan  would  have  attained  its  con- 
summation, and  the  destruction  of  the  whole  column  would  have  beea 
the  natural  consequence.  The  train  had  been  skilfully  laid,  and  the 
combustibles  arranged  in  a  manner  to  produce  the  most  dreadfiil 
effect  Five  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  several  cart  loads  of  stone, 
and  an  immense  quantity  of  iron,  shells,  and  shot,  were  contained  in 
the  magazine.  The  calamity  which  followed  the  explosion,  caused 
no  discomfiture  among  the  troops.  A  number  of  their  officers  of 
high  rank,  and  of  equal  worth,  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  and 
they  became  actuated  by  a  desire  to  revenge  their  fall.  *  Pusk  on, 
my  brave  fellows^  and  avenge  your  general^  were  the  last  words  of 
their  expiring  commander.  They  instantly  gave  three  cheers,  formed 
the  column,  and  marched  on  rapidly.  Had  they  been  led  directly  to 
York,  the  issue  of  the  expedition  would  have  been  fruitful  with  ad- 
vantages. As  it  was,  however,  the  enemy's  means  were  crippled,  hii 
resources  cut  off,  and  the  military  stores  of  the  capt(»rs  extensively 
multiplied.  Most  of  the  guns,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions,  ne- 
cessary to  carry  on  the  campaien  by  the  enemy,  had  been  deposited 
at  York,  and  notwithstanding  the  nring  of  the  principal  storehouse, 
an  immense  quantity  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  The 
baggage  and  private  papers  of  General  Sheaffe  were  left  at  York,  in 
the  precipitation  of  his  flight,  and  proved  to  be  a  valuable  acquimtioD 
to  the  American  commander.  These  and  the  public  stores  were  the 
only  articles  of  capture.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  needed  no  re- 
straint. Though  tneir  indignation  was  highly  excited,  by  the  circum- 
stance of  a  scalp  having  been  found  suspended  near  the  speako^i 
chair,  in  the  legislative  chamber,  neither  the  ornaments  of  the  chaoh 
ber,  the  building  itself,  nor  the  public  library,  was  molested.     A  laige 

Suantity  of  flour,  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  was  distributed  among 
le  inhabitants,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  used  for  their  own  oo^ 
sumption ;  and  those  whose  circumstances  were  impoverished*  mn 
supplied  with  many  other  articles  of  the  captured  provisions.  The 
balance  was  taken  on  board  the  fleet,  with  the  naval  atoras^  otith 
stroyed  upon  the  shore. 
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haatedSaXelj  after  the  &n  of  General  Pike,  the  commandeMii.chier  landed  with 
bat  he  did  not  meh  the  troops  until  they  bad  entered  York.    He  there  made  arrmngv. 
to  expedite  their  departnre  for  the  other  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  they  were 
noa  after  re^mbarked. 

**  Tbt  co-opermtion  of  the  squadron  was  o/f  the  greatest  importance  in  the  attack  upon  the 
Wf lily's  garriaoo.  As  soon  as  the  debarkation  was  completed,  Commodore  Chauncey  di- 
nctsd  tlie  achoonera  to  take  a  position  near  the  forts,  in  order  that  the  attack  of  the  army 
•nd  aavy  might,  if  possible,  be  simultaneous.  The  larger  vesseb  could  not  be  brought  up, 
lad  IB  conaequence  of  the  wind,  the  schooners  were  obliged  to  beat  up  to  their  intended 
piaitioB.  Tlua  they  did,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  having 
ttkca  their  station  vrithin  six  hundred  yards  of  the  principal  fori,  opened  a  galling  fire,  and 
esBHibated  Tery  much  to  its  destruction.  The  loss  on  board  the  squadron,  was  three  killed 
lad  eleven  wounded.  Among  the  killed  were  midshipmen  Thompson  and  Hatfield,  the 
kner  of  whom,  in  his  dying  moments,  had  no  other  care  than  to  know  if  he  had  performed 
Hi  duty  to  hia  country. 

**  Ld  the  action  the  loss  of  the  American  army  was  trifling ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
oplosioa,  it  waa  much  greater  than  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  Fourteen 
VHC  kBled  and  thirty-two  wounded  in  battle,  and  thirty^ight  were  killed  and  two  hundred 
ad  twenty-two  wounded  by  the  explosion,  so  that  the  total  American  loss  amounted  to 
SB  Bien.  Among  thoee  who  fell  by  the  explosion,  besides  General  Pike,  were  seven  cap. 
toiai,  seven  aabaltems,  one  aid^e-camp,  one  acdng  aid,  and  one  volunteer  aid.  The  eru 
tmf9  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  two  hundred,  and  in  prisoners  to  five  bun. 
4«d  and  fifty.  His  wounded  were  left  in  the  houses  on  the  road  leading  to  and  in  the 
saghborfaood  of  York,  and  were  attended  to  by  the  American  army  and  navy  surseons. 
The  piiaoneTB  were  all  paroled,  and  the  troops  withdrawn  from  York  immediately  after  ita 
eipiBra." 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  attack  on  Sackett*s  Harbor 
b7  the  British,  May,  1813: 

"  Whilst  the  troope  were  preparing  to  embark  at  York,  for  the  expedition  against  Fort 
Gsoige,  the  British  at  Kingston,  having  gained  intelligence  of  their  absence  from  Sacketfs 
Hsrbor,  of  the  batteries  at  that  place  having  been  principally  dismantled,  and  of  the  small- 
iev  of  the  force  which  had  been  left  for  its  protection,  hoi^tily  collected  all  their  diApiMables, 
■■i  embarked  on  board  their  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Geoifre  Provost.  The  fleet 
VH  commanded  by  Sir  James  Yeo.  On  the  night  of  the  27th  day  of  May,  five  hours  after 
4e  capture  of  Fort  George,  the  British  appeared  ofl"  the  entrance  to  the  harbor.  The 
Aaierican  force  consisted  of  two  hundred  invalids,  and  two  himdred  and  fifty  dragoons, 
iheo  newly  arrived  from  a  long  and  fatiguing  march.  Two  small  vessels,  under  Lieutenant 
Chaoncey,  were  stationed  at  its  mouth,  and  gave  instant  signals  of  alarm,  at  the  approach 
fd  the  British  squadron.  Expresses  were  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Brown,  then 
It  his  seat,  eight  miles  fi-om  the  harbor,  and  he  immediately  repaired  thither,  to  take  the 
command. 

*The  tour  of  duty  of  the  militia  of  his  brigade  had  expired  many  weeks  before,  but  he 
had  been  requested  by  General  Dearborn  to  take  the  coniniand  of  the  harbor,  at  any  time 
vhen  the  enemy  should  approach  it,  and  to  provide  for  its  defence.  Immediately  on  his 
inival,  dispositions  were  made  to  that  efiect.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicated  his 
iateation  to  land  on  the  peninsula,  called  Horse  Island.  General  Brown,  therefore,  deter, 
■ioed  on  resisting  him  at  the  water's  edge,  with  the  Albany  volunteers,  under  Colonel 
XiUSf  and  such  miBtia  as  could  be  instantly  collected.  Alarm  guns  were  therefore  fired, 
lad  ezpreaaea  sent  out  for  that  purpose.  Lieutenant^olonel  Backus,  of  the  first  regiment 
tf  United  States  dragoons,  who  commanded  at  Sackctt*s  Harbor  in  the  absence  of  the 
dkcen  who  had  proceeded  to  Fort  Greorge,  was  to  form  a  second  line  with  the  regulars. 
IV  regular  artillerists  were  stationed  in  Fort  Tompkins,  and  the  defence  of  Navy  Point 
vai  eommifted  to  Lieutenant  Chauncey. 
"On  the  ^th,  the  Wolfe,  the  Royal  George,  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  and 
brig,  two  schooners,  and  two  gun-boats,  with  thirty.three  flat.bottomed  boats  and 
containing  in  all  twelve  hundred  troops,  appeared  in  the  offing,  at  five  miles  dis. 
They  were  atanding  their  course  for  the  harbor,  when,  having  discovered  a  fleet  of 
iMTgea,  coming  round  Stony  Point  with  troops  from  Oswego,  the  whole  of  their 
were  immediately  despatched  to  cut  them  off.  They  succeeded  in  taking  twelve  of 
I,  after  they  had  been  run  on  shore  and  abandoned  by  their  crews,  who  arrived  at  the 
or  in  dw  night.  The  remainder,  seven  in  number,  escaped  from  their  pureuers,  and 
|M  mtitf  in.     Ilia  Britiah  commanden,  being  then  under  an  imprcmion  that  other  bargaa 


208  J1FFE180N   COVNTT. 

would  be  sailing  from  Oswego,  stood  into  South  bay,  and  despatched  their  anned  botli  to 
waylay  them.  In  this  they  were  disappointed ;  and  during  the  delay  which  was  eaami  by 
this  intemipiion  of  their  intended  operations,  the  militia  from  the  neighboring  couiiiies  cdL 
lected  at  the  harbor,  and  be  tray  e  i  great  eagerness  to  engage  in  the  contest  with  the  ii> 
vading  enemy.  They  were  ordered  to  be  stationed  on  the  water  aide.  Dear  the  iakod  « 
which  Colonel  Mills  was  posted  with  his  volunteers.  The  strength  at  that  poiat  was  aatr. 
ly  five  hundred  men.  But  the  whole  force,  including  the  regulars,  effectivea  and  invaUit 
did  not  exceed  one  thousand.  The  plan  of  defence  had  been  conceived  with  great  ikiD, 
and  if  the  conduct  of  the  militia  had  proved  to  be  consistent  with  their  promiaea,  it  woald 
have  been  executed  with  equal  ability.  Disposed  of  as  the  forces  were,  in  the  eveat  d 
General  Brown's  being  driven  from  his  position  at  Horse  Island,  Colonel  Backiia  was  to  a^ 
vance  with  his  reserve  of  regulars,  and  meet  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column,  whilst  dw 
general  would  rally  his  corps,  and  fall  upon  the  British  flanks.  If  resistance  to  the  8t> 
tack  of  the  enemy  should  still  fail.  Lieutenant  Chauncey  was  to  destroy  the  stores  at  Naiy 
Point,  and  to  retire  with  his  two  schooners,  and  the  prize  schooner,  the  Duke  of  Gloucsiier, 
which  had  been  a  few  weeks  before  captured  from  the  enemy,  to  the  south  shora  of  the 
bay,  and  east  of  Fort  Volunteer.  In  this  fort  the  regulars  and  militia  were  to  shut  thea- 
selves  up,  and  make  a  vigorous  stand,  as  their  only  remaining  resort.  Every  thing  beiof 
thus  ordered.  General  Brown  directed  his  defensive  army  to  lay  upon  their  arms,  wfaibt  bs 
continued  personally  to  reconnoitre  the  shores  of  the  harbor,  during  the  whole  night  of  dw 
28ih.  At  the  only  favorable  point  of  landing,  he  had  caused  a  breast-work  to  be  ihrowa 
up,  and  a  battery  en  barbette  to  be  erected.  Behind  this  most  of  the  militia  were  stsfioiiid 
**  At  the  dawn  of  the  29th,  the  enemy  was  discovered  with  his  vessels  drawn  np  in  fiai, 
between  Horse  Island  and  Stony  Point ;  and  in  a  few  minuses,  all  his  boata  and  baigM 
approached  the  shore,  under  cover  of  his  gun-boats,  those  being  the  heaviest  of  hi 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  lightness  of  the  winds,  could  be  brought  up.  The 
with  which  the  boats  were  filled,  were  commanded  by  Sir  Geoige  Prevost,  in 
Commodore  Yeo  directed  the  movements  of  the  barges.  General  Brown  instantly  k 
hva  orders,  that  the  troops  should  lay  close,  and  reserve  their  fire  until  the  enemy 
have  approached  so  near,  that  every  shot  might  take  efTect.  This  order  waa  executed,  ni 
the  fire  was  so  destructive,  that  the  enemy's  advance  boats  were  obliged  to  make  a  tanpo. 
rary  pause,  and  numbers  of  their  officers  and  men  were  seen  to  fidl.  £«ncoaraged  bf  liw 
desired  effect  of  the  first  fire,  the  militia  loaded  their  pieces  with  the  utmost  quickness  sbJ 
the  artillery  was  ordered  to  be  opened  at  the  moment  of  their  second.  But,  beibn  As 
second  round  had  been  completely  discharged,  the  whole  body  of  themiUtia,noiieof  whaa 
had  ever  seen  an  enemy  until  now,  and  who  were  entirely  unaccustomed  to  suboidinaMB, 
though  they  were  well  protected  by  the  breastwork,  rose  from  behind  it,  and  iilismUiiaif 
those  honorable  promises  of  noble  daring  which  they  had  made  but  a  little  while  bete, 
they  fled  with  equal  precipitation  and  disorder.  A  strange  and  unaccountable  panic  seiud 
the  whole  line  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  terror  and  dismsy  were  depicted  hi 
every  countenance.  Colonel  Mills,  vainly  endeavoring  to  rally  his  men,  was  kiliad  as  hs 
was  reminding  them  of  the  solemn  pledges  which  they  had  given ;  but  the  fall  of  this  fafavs 
officer  served  rather  to  increase  their  confusion,  than  to  actuate  them  to  revenge  iL 

''  General  Brown  seeing  that  his  plan  was  already  frustrated,  and 
fearing  his  inability  to  execute  any  other  without  the  vigorous  co-op 
eration  of  the  militia,  hastened  to  intercept  their  retreaf ;  and,  finding 
one  company,  of  about  one  hundred  men,  who  had  been  rallied  by 
the  active  and  zealous  conduct  of  Capt  M'Nitt,  of  that  corps,  he 
brought  them  up,  and  ordered  them  to  form  in  line  with  the  regiilart 
and  volunteers,  who  had  continued  to  keep  their  ground. 

**  In  the  interval  which  had  thus  elapsed,  the  enemy  had  effected 
his  debarkation,  with  little  opposition;  and  drawing  up  his  whoh 
force  on  Horse  Island,  he  commenced  his  march  for  the  village ;  on 
the  road  to  which,  he  was  met  by  a  small  party  of  infantry,  under 
Major  Aspinwall,  and  a  few  dismounted  dragoons  under  Major  Laval, 
who  opposed  him  with  much  gallantry.  Two  of  the  ffun-boati 
ranged  up  the  shore,  and  coveredthe  field  with  grape.  This  handfbl 
of  troops  then  gradually  retired  in  good  order,  from  an  immense  mi* 
periority  of  numbers,  and  occupied  the  intervals  between  (he  bumdii. 


JEFFERSON    COUNTY.  209 

**  Lieutenant-colonel  Backust  with  his  reserve  of  regulars,  first  en* 
fiaged  the  enemy,  when  the  militia  company  of  Captain  SfNitt  was 
ft>rmed  on  his  flank ;  and  in  the  vigorous  fight  which  then  followed* 
this  company  behaved  with  as  mucn  gallantry  as  the  bravest  of  the 
regulars.  The  whole  force  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  however,  by 
the  superior  strength  of  the  enemy's  column,  and  resorting  to  the 
barracks  for  what  shelter  they  could  afford,  they  posted  themselves 
in  the  unprotected  log  houses,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  and  efiective 
fire.  From  these,  the  most  violent  assaults,  and  the  repeated  and 
varying  efibrts  of  the  British,  were  incompetent  to  dislodge  them. 
Colonel  Gray,  the  quartermaster-general  ot  the  enemy's  forces,  ad- 
vanced to  the  weakest  part  of  the  barracks,  at  the  head  of  a  column 
of  regulars,  and  after  exchanging  shots  with  an  inferior  party  of  mili- 
tia and  regulars,  led  his  men  on  to  the  assault  A  small  boy,  who 
was  a  drummer  in  Major  Aspinwall's  corps,  seized  a  musket,  and  lev- 
elling it  at  the  colonel,  immediately  brought  him  to  the  ground.  At 
ibsi  moment  Lieutenant  Fanning,  of  the  artillery,  who  nad  been  so 
severely  wounded  by  the  explosion  at  Little  York,  and  was  yet  con- 
lideied  to  be  unable  to  do  any  kind  of  duty,  leaned  upon  his  piece 
whilst  it  was  drawn  up,  and  having  given  it  the  proper  elevation,  dis- 
charged three  rounds  of  grape  into  flie  faces  of  the  enemy,  who  im- 
mediatelv  fell  back  in  disorder.  At  this  instant.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Backus  tell,  severely  wounded. 

*  Whilst  the  battle  was  raging  with  its  greatest  violence,  informal 
tion  was  brought  to  Lieutenant  Chauncey,  of  the  intention  of  the 
American  forces  to  surrender.  He  therefore,  in  conformity  to  his 
.  previous  orders,  relating  to  subh  an  event,  fired  the  navy  barracks, 
end  destroyed  all  the  property  and  public  stores,  which  had  pre* 
viously  belonged  to  the  naroor,  as  well  as  the  provisions  and  eauip- 
ments  which  nad  been  brought  from  York.  The  destruction  of  these 
buildings,  and  the  conflagration  which  was  thence  produced,  was 
thought  to  have  been  caused  by  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  and  although 
the  undisciplined  militia  and  volunteers,  and  the  invalid  regulars,  were 
suspicious  of  being  placed  between  the  fire  of  two  divisions  of  the 
enemy,  they  continued  to  fight  on,  regardless  of  their  inferiority,  or 
the  consequences  of  their  capture. 

**  General  Brown  wm  all  this  time  actively  anperintending  the  operatioiMP  of  bis  little 
anny.  He  now  determined  on  making  a  diversion  in  its  favor,  which,  if  it  abould  be  snc- 
eeaifiil,  would  be  the  only  means  of  saving  the  place,  or  of  relieving  his  exhausted  troope. 
Having  learned  that  the  militia,  who  had  fled  from  their  stations  in  the  early  part  of  the  en. 
gagement,  had  not  yet  entirely  dispersed,  and  that  they  were  still  within  a  short  distance 
«f  the  scene  of  action,  he  hastened  to  exhort  them  to  imitate  the  conduct  d*  Aeir  brave 
Irathien  in  arms.  He  reproached  them  with  shameful  timidity,  and  ordered  them  instantly 
10  fimn  and  follow  him,  and  threatened  with  instant  death  the  first  man  who  should  refuse. 
ffii  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity.  He  then  attempted  a  Sftratagem,  by  which  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  with  regard  to  the  forces  sgainst  which  he  was  contending.  Silently  passing 
dueqgh  a  distant  wood,  which  led  towards  the  place  at  which  the  enemy  had  landed,  Gen> 
eral  Brown  persuaded  the  British  general  of  his  intention  to  gain  the  rear  of  \d»  forces,  te 
take  posnasion  of  the  boats,  and  effectually  to  cut  off  their  retreat 

^  "nits  was  done  with  such  eflfect,  at  the  moment  when  the  fire  of  Lieutenant  Fannuiffe 
piece  had  caased  ^  destruction  in  the  BritiBh  line,  that  General  Sir  George  Prevost  wet 
well  convieeed  of  the  vast  superiority  of  the  American  force  to  his  own.  He  gave  up  all 
flC  tlw  captme  of  the  place,  and  hnnying  to  his  boati,  pat  off  immediately  to  the 
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British  iqnadnm.  He  was  not  pomied,  because,  if  the  real  number  of  llie  Amakm 
troops  had  been  exposed  to  his  view,  he  would  have  retiuned  to  the  contest,  migfat  tmtf 
have  outflanked,  and  in  all  human  probability,  would  still  have  captured  the  armj  and  the 
village. 

"  But  the  precipitation  of  his  flight  was  such,  that  he  left  not  only  the  wonnded  bodiea  of 
his  ordinary  men  upon  the  field,  but  those  of  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  most  disto* 
guished  of  his  officers.  Among  these  were  Quartermaster^eneral  Gray,  M^jon  Moodis 
and  Evans,  and  three  captains.  The  return  of  his  loss,  as  accurately  as  it  has  been  asoer- 
tained,  amounted  to  three  field  officere,  one  captain,  and  twenty-fivc  rank  and  file,  flboad 
dead  on  the  field ;  two  captains  and  twenty  rank  and  file  found  wounded ;  and  two  ca^ 
tains,  one  ensign,  and  thirty.two  rank  and  file  made  prisoners.  In  addition  to  whieh,inaBy 
were  killed  in  the  boats,  and  numbers  had  been  carried  away  previously  to  tlie  loiNtt. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  greater  in  proportion,  as  the  number  of  their  men  eogagcd 
were  leas.  One  colonel  of  volunteers,  twenty  regulars,  privates,  and  one  volunteer  private, 
were  killed ;  one  lieutenant^olonel,  three  lieutenants,  and  one  ensign  of  the  regnlan,  and 
seventy.nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  were  wounded ;  and  twenty.4U  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  were  missing.  Their  aggregate  loss  was  one  hundrsd 
and  ten  regulars,  twenty  .one  volunteers,  and  twenty-five  militia ;  making  a  total  of  oos 
hundred  and  fifiy-six.  It  was  severe,  because  of  the  worth,  more  than  of  the  number  of 
those  who  fell.  The  injury  in  public  stores,  sustained  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  though  not  by 
any  act  of  the  invading  enemy,  was  extensive ;  but  the  gallantry  of  several  individoak 
prevented  its  being  more  so.  Lieutenant  Chauncey  was  no  sooner  apprized  of  the  enorof 
the  report  which  had  been  brought  to  him,  than  he  made  every  exertion  to  save  as  much  sf 
the  public  property  as  it  was  possible  to  rescue  from  the  increasing  conflagration,  and  le 
that  effect,  he  ran  the  Fair  American  and  the  Pen  up  the  river.  The  new  fi^te,  the  Gen 
eral  Pike,  which  was  then  on  the  stocks,  was  saved ;  and  Lieutenant  Talman,  of  the  amy, 
at  the  imminent  risk  of  his  life,  boarded  the  prize  schooner  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  which 
was  then  on  fire,  with  a  considerable  q«iantity  of  powder  in  her  hold,  extinguished  die  iiit^ 
and  brought  her  fix)m  under  the  flames  of  the  storehouses. 

**  Notwithstanding  this  signal  repulse,  the  British  commanding  officers  attempted  to  phy 
ofi"  the  stratagem  which  Sir  James  Yeo  afterward  adopted  at  the  Forty  Mile  Greek.  Tl^f 
sent  in  a  flag  with  a  peremptory  demand  for  the  formal  surrender  of  the  post,  which  wssM 
peremptorily  refused." 

The  British  colonel,  Gray,  fell  near  the  present  residence  of  Mr. 
John  Hall,  in  Hill-street,  and  the  stump  against  which  he  reposed  htf 
head,  is  still  to  be  seen  by  the  sidewalk.  He  was  a  noble-looking 
man,  about  six  feet  in  height,  and  about  forty  years  of  age.  Beside 
him  was  a  Glengarian  officer,  mortally  wounded.  A  private  named 
David  Johnson,  from  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  lay  near,  wounded  in 
a  most  horrible  manner.  This  young  man  was  a  widow's  only  sonu 
At  the  time  of  his  enlistment  at  Greenbush,  his  mother  requested  the 
sergeant  to  take  good  care  of  him.  His  face  was  carried  away  by  a 
side  shot  from  below  his  forehead,  downward,  including  his  eyes, 
nose,  upper  iaw,  tongue,  and  some  of  the  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw.  He 
notwithstanding  had  his  reason.  Being  requested  by  the  bystanders, 
if  he  wanted  water  to  lift  up  his  right  hand,  he  did  so.  A  soldier 
who  was  shot  by  a  musket  ball  through  the  abdomen,  informed  his 
captain,  who  gave  him  permission  to  leave  the  ground,  with  the  ex- 

Eectation  that  he  would  fall  before  he  had  got  many  rods  distant  An 
our  or  two  after  the  battle,  the  officer  was  astonished  to  meet  the 
man  quietly  walking  in  the  streets  of  the  village.  He  asked  him 
where  he  had  been  ?  "  To  get  some  milk,*'  was  the  reply.  It  appears 
that  he  had  not  eaten  any  thing  for  thirty  hours  previous  to  the  ac- 
tion, and  the  ball  was  thus  enabled  to  pass  through  the  intestiDes 
prithout  mortal  injury. 
The  following  is  a  view  of  the  barracks  from  the  military  hoqiitaL 
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Northern  rtew  of  Jtfftrum  Barracks,  Sackettt  Harbor. 

.  The  two  long  ranges  of  buildines  in  the  distance,  facing  the  apectatoTt 
ue  the  officers'  quarters.  The  Duildmgs  at  each  end  are  the  soldien* 
buracks.  These  structurea  are  of  limestone,  about  350  feet  in  leogtb, 
two  stories  in  height,  with  neat  piazzas  in  front,  forming  three  sides  of  a 
•quare,  on  which  is  the  parade  ground.  The  large  building  on  the 
right  is  the  commissary's  department.  The  barracks  were  commen- 
ced in  1816,  and  finished  in  1819.  The  grounds  attached  include 
•bout  forty  acres,  and  the  whole  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  a 
log  picket  fence,  painted  white,  and  about  9  feet  in  height.  The 
.Iburtn  side  is  open  to  the  water. 

On  a  inoniuneDt  in  the  military  burial  place,  which  is  included  ip 
Ibe  barrack  grounds,  are  the  following  inscriptions : 

ShOk  *U*,—"  In  mflmoi;  of  Gen.  Z.  M.  Pike,  killed  ■(  York,  U.  C,  97  A^  lei).— 
C*pt.  JOM|>h  Nicbolaoa,  14  infuiDy,  aid.de^knip  lo  Gen.  Pike,  do."  Eatt  tids. — "  In  men- 
j«T  olUaaL  Col.  John  Milli,  valunucr;  kUled  >l  Sacketn  Harbor,  99  May,  1S13.— C«pL* 
A.  Spanoer,  99iiifana7,  iid.de.camp  to  Maj.  Gen.  Brown,  killed  at  Lnndf^  Lana,  itS  Jid|', 
1814."  JTftk  mde,—"  In  raBmor;  of  CoL  Tuttle,  Lient.  CoL  Dii,  H4.  JohiMM,  LiMit. 
TandsTtDler."  Wat  tidt—"  In  memoiy  of  Brig.  Gen.  I^  Conogtoo,  luUed  al  Chiy*" 
Field*,  V.  C,  11  Not.  1619.  Lieut  CoL  £.  Backui,  let  dngoooi,  kiUed  at  6.  Hartrai.  S9 
M«7, 1«1X- 

'■Sumd  to  the  manKHyoT  Frederick  Auguetna  Leonard,  aon  of  Jama*  uMlU«rc7LM«. 
•rd,  of  Nov  York,  aged  33  jcam,  3  moniha  and  19  daja  1  >  aailingjnaatai  in  tba  Amaii- 
can  naT7,  who  died  on  the  ISih  of  May,  1R13,  by  a  violaiil  lUneaa  brought  on  by  hiigua  in 
■(m  attack  of  the  Americaji  furcea  on  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  April  9Tth,  1813. — TUa 
HMDiunBiit  ii  ancled  by  hie  brother,  Capl.  Jame*  T.  Leonard  of  ihe  na*y." 

£iB  Rat,  settled  in  1803  and  o^anized  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  166 
mHei.  Evans  Mills,  10  miles  NE.  from  Watertown,  and  Le  Rays- 
riUe,  are  small  but  flourishing  villages.  Sandfords  Comen  and  West 
Le  Ray  are  post-offices.     Pop.  3,723, 

LoBBAiNB,  originally  named  Malta,  and  taJien  {rom  Mexico  in  1804 ; 
from  Albany  145,  and  from  Watertown  S.  16  miles.  Lorraine  is  a 
post-office.     Pop.  1,731. 

Lthe,  taken  from  Brownville  in  1817;  from  Albany  185  miles: 
Top.  6^7.'  It  includes  several  islands  in  Lake  Ontario  and  one  in  , 
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the  St.  Lawrence  river.  Cape  Vincent,  port  of  entry  of  Cape  Vin- 
cent  district,  at  the  fork  of  Lake  Ontario  and  at  the  head  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  25  miles  from  Watertown,  has  about  70  dwellings. 
Chaumont,  at  the  head  of  Chaumont  bay,  14  miles  from  Watertown, 
has  about  80  dwellings.  At  Tibbets  point  there  is  a  lighthouse. 
Three  Mile  Bay,  Mileno  Bay,  and  Peninsula,  are  post-offices. 

Orleans,  taken  from  Brownville  in  1821 ;  from  Albany  184  miles. 
Le  Fargeville,  named  from  John  Le  Farge,  the  original  proprietor 
of  the  town,  16  miles  N.  from  Watertown,  and  Stone  Mill,  in  the  SW. 
angle  of  the  town,  are  small  settlements  with  post-offices.    Pop.  9,000. 

r AMELIA,  taken  from  Brownville  in  1819;  from  Albany  166  miles. 
Williamstown  has  about  40  dwellings,  and  is  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  connected  with  Watertown  by  a  bridge.  Pamelia  and  Pamelia 
Four  Comers  are  post-offices.     Pop.  2,119. . 

Philadelphia,  settled  principally  by  Friends,  and  taken  from  Le 
Ray  in  1821 ;  from  Watertown  centrally  distant  NE.  16  miles.  Popi 
1,888.     The  Friends  settlement  has  about  60  dwellings. 

Rodman,  originallv  named  Harrison,  taken  from  Adams  in  1804, 
and  settled  in  1801,  by  New  England  emigrants ;  from  Albany  154^ 
centrally  distant  from  Watertown  S.  10  miles.  Pop.  1,703.  Rod- 
man has  about  40  dwellings.  Whitesville  is  a  small  post  village. 
Several  Indian  mounds  are  in  this  town,  with  ancient  fortifications 
Pop.  1,700. 

Rutland,  formed  in  1802 ;  from  Albany  154,  from  Watertown  cen- 
trally distant  E.  6  miles.  There  are  here  remains  of  ancient  works. 
There  is  an  old  camp  or  fort  near  the  Watertown  and  Rutland  line,  sit- 
uated on  a  hill  surrounded  by  a  hollow  that  seems  to  have  been  a  ditch 
enclosing  about  four  acres  of  ground.  Its  form  is  an  irregular  oval. 
On  one  side  is  a  triangular  projection  of  50  paces,  terminating  in  an 
acute  angle,  surrounded,  like  the  camp,  by  an  intrenchment.  On  dig- 
ging into  this,  many  remains  of  human  bones  were  found,  and  a  part 
of  a  human  skull  imbedded  m  two  or  three  quarts  of  Indian  com, 
which  seems  to  have  been  parched  to  a  dark  chocolate-brown  color, 
but  was  sound  and  well  preserved.  The  place  was  lately  covered 
with  lofty  trees,  like  the  surrounding  ground,  which  must  have  been 
some  centuries  in  growing.  South  Kutland,  Tylersville,  Felts  Mill, 
and  Lockport,  are  small  post  villages.  Rutland  Centre  is  a  post- 
office, 

Watertown  was  organized  as  part  of  Oneida  county  in  1800. 
Pop.  5,025.  Watertown,  incorporated  village  and  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county,  is  from  New  York  NW.  325  miles,  from  Albany  178, 
from  Utica  NNW.  81,  from  Sacketts  Harbor  E.  10  miles.  It  con- 
tains 2  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  1  Methodist  Episcopal,  1  Univer- 
salist,  and  1  Catholic  church,  an  incorporated  academy,  the  Jefferson 
Company  and  Watertown  banks,  an  insurance  company,  county 
buildings,  and  about  550  dwellings. 

In  Afarch,  1800,  this  town  was  first  settled  by  Henry  Coflhi,  who 
originally  came  from  New  Hampshire,  and  built  his  log  cabin  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  about  8  roos  easterly  firom  the  front  door  of 
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the  American  HoteL  Soon  after  he  was  joined  by  Zechariah  Butter- 
field,  who  built  his  cabin  on  the  ground  now  occupied  by  Davenport's 
^tavern.  Both  of  these  individuals  brought  with  them  their  families. 
The  unevenness  and  apparent  unproductiveness  of  the  soil  were  morQ 
than  counterbalanced,  in  the  discerning  minds  of  these  pioneers,  by  the 
immense  hydraulic  power  appropriable,  from  the  numerous  falls  and 
rapids  of  Black  river  at  this  point,  which  in  the  space  of  about  a 
mile  amount  to  nearly  100  feet  descent  In  this,  as  well  as  the  rich- 
ness and  fertility  of  the  adjacent  country,  they  wisely  believed  that 
they  discovered  the  elements  of  future  prosperity  and  greatness. 

Hart  and  Isaiah  Massay,  who  came  from  Windsor,  Vermont, 
joined  them  in  the  succeeding  year.  In  1802,  the  first  tavern  was 
opened  by  Isaiah  Massay,  ana  the  first  saw-mill  erected  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  W.  Pattridge's  woollen  factory.  The  high  reputation  of 
the  Black  river  country  now  began  to  be  sounded  abroad,  and  the 
number  of  settlers  rapidly  augmented.  Among  the  other  earliest 
emigrants  were  Aaron  Bacon,  Jonathan  Cowan,  two  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Thornton,  Jesse  Doolittle,  M.  Canfield,  Aaron  Keyes,  D. 
Huntington,  WiHiam  Smith,  John  Paddock,  Chauncey  Calhoun,  PhUo 
Johnson,  and  John  Hathway. 

**  An  inventory  of  the  entire  eflfects  of  each  settler,  as  he  arrived 
upon  the  ground,  would  have  been  a  short  and  easy  matter.  Those 
with  families  had  possessed  but  small  estates  in  the  places  from  which 
they  emigrated,  and  generally  found  their  means  exhausted  when 
they  had  procured  an  outfit  for  their  westward  journey.  The  whole 
possession  of  many  a  young  man  who  planted  the  germ  of  his  for- 
tune here,  was  comprised  in  the  axe  that  he  brought  upon  his  shoul- 
der, and  in  the  nerves  of  the  vigorous  arm  which  wielded  it  Very 
little  money  was  brought  into  Watertown  by  its  first  inhabitants. 
They  were  all  thrown  upon  their  immediate  exertiops  for  subsistence. 
In  tnese  circumstances,  want,  with  its  horrors,  might  have  visited 
them,  had  it  not  been  the  case  that  quick  returns  of  fruitful  harvests 
were  made  to  their  industry.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  through- 
out the  whole  of  Western  New  York,  the  first  harvest  reaped  from 
the  soil  is  often  more  abundant  than  any  succeeding  one.  The  for- 
ests here  are  found  to  be  unencumbered  with  the  mass  of  dead  leaves, 
and  undecomposed  vegetable  matter,  which,  in  many  parts  of  our 
country,  the  farmer  finds  so  prejudicial  to  the  cultivation  and  produc- 
tion of  his  new  land.  There  is  that,  either  in  the  climate  or  the  soil 
itself,  which  seems  to  efiect  the  decomposition  of  vegetables  very 
soon  after  they  are  deprived  of  life.  From  this  circumstance,  the 
deposition  upon  the  ground  of  a  ^eat  body  of  forest  leaves,  every 
season,  instead  of  opposing  an  oostacle  to  immediate  production, 
fecilitates  it,  and  contributes  to  the  richness  and  fertility  of  the  soil. 

**  The  enterprising  mechanics  and  agriculturists  in  Watertown 
did  not  long  allow  their  hydraulic  privileges  to  remain  unimproved. 
In  1803,  Jonathan  Cowan  built  the  first  crist-mill.  This  was  an  in- 
Taluable  acquisition  to  the  place,  as  it  rdieved  the  inhabitants  firom 
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the  necessity  of  travellii^  to  a  great  distance  for  the  flourfag  ofU 
their  grain. 


^  In  1803,  the  first  bridge  acron  Black  river,  at  Watertown,  was  boat  at  te  liK 
lower  bridge,  on  the  BrownriUe  road,  by  Henry  CoBten  and  Aiidiew  ffitmiTii  TW 
busineas.of  the  Kttle  community  increased  as  their  number  was  angmemedl,  mad  SMai^ 
manded  some  medium  of  disposing  of  the  products  of  their  industry.  Aooofdmfjtf^  m  UM^ 
a  store  was  opened  by  J.  Paddock  and  WUliam  Smith.  The  year  1807  biom^  whk  it  ^ 
aecesrion  of  a  paper-mill,  built  by  Gurden  Caswell,  and  a  biewety,  by  Quisk—  TMbi 

**  At  this  period,  and  for  a  considerable  time  after,  the  niami&cturs  of  polMk  ww-Si 


.object  of  much  attention  with  those  who  had  land  in  their  possession.  The  h|||k  Hiss 
which  this  article  then  commanded,  and  the  fine  adaptation  of  the  limber  mad  tbe  nlto 
the  production  and  the  preservation  of  ashes,  rendered  it  one  of  the  most  hMvaln* 


of  bttsinesB  to  which  the  settlers  could  devote  themselves.    As  every  barrel  of  potMli  yial^ 

wad  jpn» 


ed  the  manu&cturer  $35,  the  purchasers  of  lots,  by  their  characteristic  nmimsise 
dence,  were  enabled  to  realize  a  sum  fiiUy  equal  to  the  first  eost  of  tiieir  landi 
article  alone. 

**  The  principal  commercial  operations  in  the  years  1806-7-8,  consisted  in  Ae 
of  goods  for  potash,  which  took  place  between  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
and  the  merchants  before  mentioned.    The  amount  of  ezchangea  thua  efieeted  dnriiy 
period  was  not  inconsiderable,  when  we  consider  the  limited  number  of  peisons  tmgamd 
in  the  timnsaction.    In  1806,  it  was  not  less  than  (3,500 ;  in  1807,  abont  1^000 ;  Hiik 


1808,  it  exceeded  $9,000.  A  comparative  view  of  die  business  of  the  plaoe  BMy  bt  lMlt*'4 
by  statinff  in  this  connection,  that  the  goods  sold  in  Watertown  daring  the  yiear  ISW,  |a>  I 
eluding  moee  manufitctured  in  it,  amounted  to  about  $500,000.  M 

**  The  first  cotton  factory  which  reared  its  form  in  this  villsge  is  still 
as  the  *  Old  Cotton  Factory* — now  under  the  proprietorship  c?  the  WatertiMnrCoitdft 

Company.    It  was  erected  by  a  company,  and  went  into  operation  in  1814.    TIm  mi 

ery  was  manufactured  by  James  Wild,  of  Hudson,  much  of  which  is  sliD  in  use ;  md  li- 
thoogh  cotton  machiiiery  has  been  much  improved  by  95  yeanf  eiperieooe,  hw 
fiictoriea  do  mora  or  better  work.    Thia  establishment  was  succeeded  in  1687  bf  a 
one,  erected  by  Levi  Bebee,  upon  the  island  which  bean  his  name.    It  was,  bowowiy  m 
m  much  more  extensive  plan ;  being  a  building  250  feet  in  length,  50  in  bieMhii,  mid  4 
stories  high,  built  of  limestone,  of  the  most  substantial  character.    This  boUinf  vat  4t^ 

loam^wdk 


signed  to  receive  10,000  spindles ;  and  half  that  number,  with  198  power 

put  into  it,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1833.    It  was  erected,  and  thoa  frr  eaa^plslidtat 

an  expense  of  $120,000,  employed  a  great  number  of  handa,  direcdy  and  indirBedtf«  iad  Ito 

destruction  gave  a  diock  to  the  village  of  Watertown  from  which  it  has  yet 

ersd.    The  rains  still  stend,  frowning  upon  a  miyestic  and  beantifid  caaeade, 

leap  past  them,  ss  if  in  terror,  lest  the  columns  of  ragged  stone  should  predpiiata 

upon  their  boaum ;  or,  as  if  in  haste  to  escape  from  the  gloom  and  aadncaa  of  disir  fmB- 

ence.    They  also  remain  a  monument  of  the  enterprise  and  public  qnrit  of  tMr  ins  fM- 

prietor. 

**  In  the  early  aettlement  of  the  county,  strenuous  efibrts  were  made  to  fix  tba 
at  Brownville.  Gen.  Jacob  Brown  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissionen  by  tba 
lay  out  and  open  two  roads ;  one  from  Utica,  throu^  Boonville,  to  some  point  on 
river ;  and  one  from  Rome,  through  Redfield,  to  the  aame  point.  Brownvilla  vat  iati 
upon  as  this  point.  Every  exertion  was  then  put  forth  by  those  interested,  mad  mfotf  mg^> 
ment  pressed,  which  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  policy,  and  ingenuity  oovM  MpptFt  to 
effect  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  that  place.  The  commissionen,  who  wm  la  dig 
nate  the  site  of  the  courthouse,  decided  however  upon  placing  it  at  Walaifosm.  Butqr 
way  of  compromiae  they  aeleeted  its  present  site,  then  quite  MinoCe  fion  te  TJHifi 

•*The  fint  courthouse  was  built  in  1807,  by  William  Riae  and  Joel  ICiz; 
floperintended  by  William  Smith.    It  being  thus  plaoed  at «  distsnce  from  the 
TiUsge,  had  a  tendency  to  draw  attention,  and  induce  settlement  in  that  toaetion. 
er  ciicumsiance  hsd  a  considerable  influeioce  in  fixing  the  locaiion  of  «iifli  mad 
liea  remote  from  die  common  centre.    Mr.  Jonathan  Cowan  waa  the  osmtr  of  all  Ai  l|F> 
dnulic  privileges  here,  at  the  point  where  his  mills  were  situated.    From  a  uistaF 
as  to  the  best  method  of  stimulating  industry  and  enteiprise,  he  refined,  on  all 
to  sen,  widiout  limiting  the  purehsser  to  one  kind  of  business.    The  apirilad 
not  brook  this  fstter  upon  their  enteiprise,  and  determined  not  to  snhtoit  to  tba 


no  long  as  the  witen  of  Black  river  were  free.    This  policy  oecsnonad  An  fmottosf  a 
dam  fiirthsr  down  dw  river  in  1807,  and  another  above  in  1814. 


nadOamotei 
Aybomn,-ftrai 
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Ait  mp^mted.  to  check  the  growth  of  the  Tillage,  it  ultimately  operated  to  its  advantage,  by 
•nlaiging  ita  sphere  of  action,  and  more  fully  developing  its  resources. 

**  It  is  generally  the  case,  that  in  planting  new  setdements,  a  very  early  attention  to  the 
ealtivation  of  the  intellect  and  moral  powers  of  the  community,  is  prevented  by  the  ardu- 
enneas  of  the  dnties  and  the  engrossment  of  mind  incident  upon  their  condition,  as  well  as 
their  remoteness  from  institutions  of  learning  and  the  great  centres  of  litersry  and  monl 
influence.  liii  Watertown,  however,  as  early  as  the  year  1811,  efTorta  were  made  for  the 
astablishment  of  an  academy.  A  piece  of  ground  was  given  fur  this  purpose,  by  Mr.  P. 
Keves,  near  where  the  first  church  now  stands.  A  building  was  conmienced  the  same 
year,  and  completed  in  the  following,  1812,  simultaneous  with  the  commencement  of  the 
last  hostilities  between  the  United  Sates  and  Great  Britain.  The  declaration  of  war  occa- 
noned  the  stadoning  of  a  garrison  'of  soldiers  in  Watertown ;  who  finding  the  academy 
building  conveniently  situated  for  barracks,  took  poesession  of  it  and  occupied  it  for  that 
purpose. 

**  The  proximity  of  Watertown  to  the  Canadian  frontier  and  the  aite  of  several  battles,  as 
also  its  exposed  and  unprotected  condition,  produced,  during  this  conflict,  a  constant  agita. 
tioo  and  an  intense  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  which  forbade  the  inhabitants  thinking 
q£  any  thing  but  the  *  war.*  The  project  of  the  academy  was  in  consequence  abandoned. 
After  the  evacuadon  of  the  building  by  the  troops,  which  took  place  in  1814,  it  was  taken 
down,  and  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed  transferred  to  what  is  now  known  ss 
Clinton-street,  and  erected  into  a  schoolhouse.  This,  until  recendy,  has  been  employed  for 
die  purpoaes  designed.  The  land  thus  left  vacant,  according  to  a  condition  in  the  deed  given 
hf  Mi,  Keyes,  could  be  sold  by  sppraisal.  A  part  of  it  was  thus  sold,  and  a  part  went  info 
Ijj^  possession  of  the  Find  church. 

**  With  this  failure,  however,  the  efforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  truly  noble  design 
dU  not  cease.  Another  coomiodious  academy  building  was  erected  a  few  years  after,  upon 
the  street  which  has  taken  its  name  from  this  circumstance.  This  academy  was  opened 
imder  &voreble  auspices,  and  for  a  considerable  time  prospered  flourishingly.  But,  sltbough 
dM  noUe  stone  edince  still  stands  in  its  beautiful  and  sequestered  location,  as  an  abode  of 
Iwsaning  it  is  now  superseded  by  the  Black  River  Literary  and  Religious  Institute-— a  school 
most  deservedly  popular,  an  ornament  to  the  place,  and  an  honor  to  its  conductors  and 
patrons. 

**  Tbs  religions  opportunities  of  the  inhsbitants  of  Watertown,  for  the  first  few  years, 
were  necessarily  limited.  For  the  purpose  of  public  worship,  they  were  sccustomed  often 
IP  sMemble  at  the  dwelling  of  some  one  of  the  little  community,  to  hear  read  a  sermon, 
from  the  pen  of  some  excellent  New  England  divine ;  and  whence,  no  doubt,  many  a  peti. 
lion  went  up  to  Him  vrho  *  regards  not  the  condition  of  men,'  as  fervent  and  acceptable,  as 
if  uttered  in  the  atately  temple  embellished  with  cornice  and  damask.  They  were  occa. 
flionally  visited  by  an  idnerent  minister  of  the  Methodist  connection,  but  seldom  by  any 
others,  llie  place  was  regarded  as  proper  missionary  ground,  and  the  work  of  proclaiming 
to  the  inhabitants  the  *  Word  of  life,*  as  demanding  the  exercise  of  as  much  benevolence 
and  sel£4enial  as  is  now  required  in  him  who  would  carry  the  Bible  into  the  savage  regions 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  This  is  well  illustrated  by  the  remark  of  a  benevolent- 
hearted  herald  of  the  cross,  while  on  his  way  to  the  settlement  here ;  being  asked  whither 
he  was  bound  and  what  was  the  object  of  his  mission,  he  replied,  *  /  am  going  to  preach  Is 
ike  keaiketL*  In  1803,  a  church  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Lazel — Presbyterian 
IB  its  confession  of  faith,  and  Congregational  in  its  form  of  government.  The  Presbyterian 
deigymen  located  here,  were,  successively,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Leavenworth,  Porter,  Cook, 
and,  immediately  af^r  the  war,  Mr.  Banks.  As  the  populadon  of  the  place  increased, 
brinjging  togeUier,  of  necessity,  persons  of  various  religious  sentiments,  churches  of  the  diC 
ieienl  penussions  were  organized,  firom  dme  to  lime,  until  the  villsge  now  embraces  tn  o 
chnrches  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  (the  Ist  and  the  3d,)  1  of  the  Baptist,  1  of  the 
Methodist,  1  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  1  of  the  Episcopal,  and  1  of  the  Universalist ;  all  oc 
oapjring  attractive  and  commodious  houses  of  worship. 

**  In  the  early  yeaie  of  the  village  it  was  remarkable  for  nothing,  perhaps,  more  than  the 
union  and  harmony  of  its  inhabitants.  Common  dangers,  privations,  and  labors,  begat  a 
omnnMinity  of  interests  and  feeling,  and  actuated  to  a  mutal  reciprocation  of  assistance  and 
benefits.  The  prosperity  and  joya,  as  well  as  the  griefe  and  misfortunes  of  one,  were 
ehared  by  all.  Death  never  invaded  their  number,  without  throwing  a  gloom  over  the 
whole  community,  and  touching  every  heart  with  the  afliiction.  The  melancholy  circunu 
mm  as  attending  the  first  instance  of  mortality,  afibrded  great  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
sympathetie  feelings. 

•  Late  at  the  close  of  a  still,  miltry  day  in  summer,  Mrs.  Thornton, 
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the  wife  of  one  of  the  young  settlers,  gave  the  alarm  that  her  husband 
had  not  returned  from  the  forest,  whither  he  had  gone  in  the  aftenxxm 
to  procure  a  piece  of  timber  for  a  particular  purpose.  Immediately 
every  man  in  the  settlement  answered  to  the  call,  and  hastened  to 
the  place  designated  for  meeting  to  concert  a  plan  for  search.  Here 
all  armed  themselves  with  torches  of  lighted  pine  knots  or  birch  bark, 
and  calling  every  gun  in  the  place  into  use  for  firing  alarms  and  8ig> 
nals,  started  out,  in  small  companies,  into  the  forest  in  all  directions. 
After  a  search  of  several  hours,  the  preco^jcerted  signal-gun  announ- 
ced that '  the  lost  was  found.'  All  hurried  to  the  spot ;  and  upon  the 
ground  where  now  stands  the  Black  River  Institute,  crushed  beneath 
a  tree  which  he  had  felled,  lay  the  lifeless  body  of  their  companion. 
He  was  laid  upon  a  bier,  hastily  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  con- 
veyed through  the  gloom  of  micinight,  by  the  light  of  their  torchesi 
back  to  his  house.  What  must  have  been  the  emotions  of  the  be- 
reaved young  widow,  when  the  mangled  corpse  of  her  husband,  so 
suddenly  fallen  a  victim  to  death,  was  l)rouffht  in  and  laid  before  her  I 
She  did  not,  however,  mourn  alone.  As  the  remains  were  borne  to 
their  resting-place, — the  first  grave  that  was  opened  in  Trinity  chorch* 
yard, — it  needed  no  sable  emblems  of  mourning  to  tell  of  the  grid 
which  hung  dark  around  every  heart  Each  one  of  the  little  com- 
pany, as  he  returned  from  performing  the  last  duties  to  his  departed 
companion, /eA  as  if  from  his  own  family  one  had  been  taken. 

**  A  eimilar  incident  occurred,  a  short  time  after,  in  the  death  ofachild,  which  waa  kiM 
by  the  falling  of  a  tree,  on  the  present  site  of  the  courthouse ;  thus  designating  with  bloodli 
as  one  can  imagine,  the  location  of  the  halls  of  justice  and  aeience  in  our  TillagB,  and 
secrating  the  ground  of  each  by  a  human  sacrifice. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  general  union  and  harmony  which  preTailed,  dashing  intM 
and  individual  enmities  would  sometimes  show,  that  even  the  common  dangera  and  b«^ 
ahips  of  the  wilderness  nave  not  power  to  change  the  character  of  human  panainn.  or  id 
aoften  its  malignity,  when  occasion  arouses  it.    One  incident  will  illustrate  this. 

^  By  some  unfortunate  circumstance,  a  feud  was  enkindled  between 
one  of  the  settlers  in  Watertown  and  his  neighbor,  15  or  20  nules 
distant ;  for,  be  it  known,  distance  was  then  no  barrier  to  neighbor* 
ship.    Not  long  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  the 

Carties,  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  one  in  Watertown,  that  his  enemy 
ad  offered  a  reward  of  (5  for  his  head.  Feeling  rather  uneasy 
under  this  summary  outlawry — as  it  necessarily,  he  thought,  rendered 
insecure  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  his  life, — and  being  unwilling 
to  dispose  of  it  except  upon  more  reasonable  terms,  he  determined  to 
go  and  negotiate  the  msLtter^  propria  persona^  with  this  dealer  injwr- 
sonal  estate,  and,  if  possible,  induce  him  to  withdraw  the  reward. 
As  there  was  no  road  practicable  for  travelling  by  horse,  he  was 
obli^d  to  accomplish  the  whole  distance  on  foot  This  he  did ;  and 
havmg  arrived  at  the  residence  of  his  enemv,  he  found  him  in  com- 
pany with  two  or  three  of  his  nearer  neighbors.  Wishing  to  avoid 
publicity  in  the  affair  as  much  as  possible,  he  requested  a  private 
mterview.  But  he  was  tartly  replied  to,  that  there  was  nothmg  be- 
tween them  that  required  secrecy,  and  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say,  lis 
must '  speak  out'    Being  obliged  thus  to  make  known  his  erraid 
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publicly^  rather  disturbed  his  equanimity ;  but  his  situation  was  des- 
perate. Here  was  his  last  hope  of  effectiioig  a  reconciliation ;  and  he 
therefore  commenced  by  saymg,  he  had  learned,  with  much  regret* 
that  their  late  difficulties  had  drawn  from  him  the  offer  of  a  reward 
of  $5  for  his  life ;  he  hoped  it  was  not  the  case.  But  he  had  come 
to  learn  the  truth  from  his  own  lips ;  and  if  it  were  really  so,  if  pos- 
sible, to  compromise  the  afiair,  and  adjust  their  differences,  llis 
enemy  quickly  retorted,  that  it  was  a  *most  rascally  untruth — as 

gieat  a  lie  as  ever  was  told.'  *  I  never,'  said  he,  *  have  ofl^r^  $5 
r  your  head ;  never — ^oot  I.  I  may  have  said  that  I  would  give 
toenfy  shillings ;  but  I  never  went  over  that'  With  this  very  satis- 
fiu^tory  information,  he  was  obliged  to  return  and  await  patiently  the 
issue  of  the  struggle  which  was  to  determine  whether  he  could  be 
aUowed  to  retain  his  head,  between  the  consciences  of  his  fellow 
settlers,  and  their  cupidity,  so  strongly  appealed  to  by  the  twenty- 
shilling  reward. 

**  floeh  dicmmtaiicM  were  then,  however,  of  rare  oceaurence.  Unanimitf  of  eentiiiMnt 
SDd  feeUng  wu  die  general  law ;  dieie  wen  bat  the  ezceptioiia.  No  doobt  diat  •nddiC 
the  diQS^n,  the  niiged  toil,  and  the  coame  fare  of  thia  new  letdement,  happinew  was 
foond  to  dwell  with  aa  much  fiilneaa  and  purity,  aa  with  the  aafttf,  the  eaaa  and  the  railat- 
BSent  of  the  town  or  city.  AsIl  thoae  yenerable  pioneeri  of  the  wildemeaa  who  atill  remaki 
in  our  niidat,  and  they  will  tell  you,  that  they  look  with  leaa  complaiaanoe  and  pleaaure 
upon  the  last  few  yean  of  their  lives,  than  upon  thoee  in  which  the  forests  were  falling  be- 
ineadi  their  azea ;  or,  in  their  tow.frock»— the  insignia  of  their  priestly  office— they  perform- 
ed the  obaequiea  of  the  monarchs  of  the  wood,  at  their  funeral  pilea.  They  are  now  made 
to  wimeas  acenea  of  more  wealth  and  action,  but  not  of  more  tranquillity  and  purity.  The 
•fleetiona  then  were  warm,  and  confidence  mutuaL  At  their  convivial  asaembliea,  which, 
St  the  doae  of  a  day's  toil,  they  sometimes  found  time  to  convene,  the  simplicity  of  their 
rude  entertainments,  served  up  aa  they  often  were  upon  an  oak  slab,  elevated  to  its  proper 
^oaiiion  by  aubatantial  wooden  pega,  was  more  than  compenaated  by  the  full  flow  of  apirita, 
md  the  abeence  of  rivalry  and  envy.  The  heart  had  not  then  loet  ita  radiating  power  by 
the  polish  of  excessive  refinement,  and  the  freedom  of  communication  was  unifettered  1^ 
the  stiff  formality  of  modem  etiquette. 

**  It  is  a  &ct  worthy  of  remark,  that  almost  every  cent  of  the  wealth  in  thia  village  hat 
been  created  upon  the  ground.  But  a  small  amount  of  capital  has  been  brought  into  it 
from  abroad ;  and  this  not  for  the  purpoees  of  speculation,  but  in  obedience  to  the  demands 
of  eatabhshed  business.  It  has  never  stood  in  need  of  foreign  assistance.  Its  resoureea 
have  ever  been,  and  are  still  inexhaustible.  The  secret  of  its  commanding  influence,  how. 
over,  is  to  be  found  in  the  immense  hydraulic  force  of  Black  river  at  this  point.  By  a  pretty 
•ccnrate  computation,  it  has  been  aacertained  that  the  quantity  of  water,  at  low.water 
mark,  ia  aeldom  leaa  than  60,000  cubic  feet  per  minute.  This,  with  economy,  under  9  feet 
liead  and  fidl,  would  be  sufficient  to  turn  150  runs  of  stone.  Now,  by  considering  that  the 
water,  in  peaaing  fi'om  the  upper  end  of  the  village  to  the  lower,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile, 
fiUb  SS  feet,  over  7  artificial  dams  and  5  natural  caacadea,  and  at  each  of  theae  dama  the 
whole  body  of  water  can  be  used,  we  have  a  force  sufficient  to  turn  more  than  a  thonaand 
nma  of  stone,  or  to  apply  to  the  driving  of  other  machinery. 

**  With  thia  great  power  before  us,  and  reflecting  that  Watertown  ia  surroonded  by  a  rich 
•ad  finrtile  countiyt — proaecuting  a  firmly  established  and  wall-balanced  busineas  a  hnm* 
■eaa  that  haa  never  been  aflfected  by  the  insane  apirit  of  speculation  which  haa  ofken  raged 
ever  oar  country — it  ia  not  difficult  to  account  for  ita  great  proeperity,  and  to  anticipate  for 
it  a  atill  more  vigoroua  end  rapid  progrea8.'*--£rtft.  Skgtek  •/  WkUrtown^  hf  J,  P.  PUek. 

The  following  view  was  taken  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  a  few 
rods  below  the  bridge.  The  ruins  seen  in  front  are  those  of  the 
Bebee  manufactory,  noticed  in  the  foregoing  sketch.  Just  beyond 
the  bridge,  the  river  descends  in  a  perpendiciuar  fall  of  18  feet  The 
steeple  on  the  left,  is  that  of  the  2d  Presbyterian  church,  the  ona 
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farther  to  the  right,  that  of  the  Catholic,  and  that  on  the  extreme 
right,  the  Institute.  This  is  a  wild  and  picturesque  spot,  and  the 
ruins  remind  the  spectator  of  some  time-decayed  atructure  of  a  former 
age.  On  the  bank  of  the  river,  seen  beyond  the  opening  between 
the  pines,  is  a  place  where  the  rite  of  baptism  is  administered  by  im- 
mersion. A  traveller  who  here  recently  witnessed  ft  scene  of  this 
kind,  describes  it  as  "unusually  Bolemn  and  impressive."  Amid  th( 
roar  of  the  rapids  ascended  the  prayer  of  the  clergyman,  and  the  mi^ 
sic  of  the  assembled  worshippers  was  softened  by  the  •ound  of  the 
waterfall. 

Well  would  the  language  of  the  poet  have  applied : 
"  Ye  heuilDng  torrenu,  rapid  and  profound. 

Ye  lofUr  flooda,  thai  Ireid  Ihe  bumid  mau, 

Sound  bi>  itupendoua  pruM 

And  as  each  mingling  flune  inenucB  each. 

In  one  united  ardoi  riea  lo  heaven." — 

In  the  limestone  rocks  which  bound  the  Black  river  at  this  wM 
are  numerous  caves,  two  of  which  are  very  extensive,  and  nave 
never  been  explored  to  their  terminations.  The  first,  called  the  "  oU 
cave,"  is  situated  a  few  rods  west  of  the  bridge,  at  Bebee's  island,  a 
the  town  of  Pamelia,  and  running  up  in  an  easterly  direction,  is  nijh 
posed  to  go  under  the  falls.  The  other,  entitled  the  "  tieio  or  ice  cow," 
IS  nbout  50  rods  below  the  bridge  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  streaim 
and  was  discovered  about  two  years  since.  It  has  been  explored 
about  i  a  mile.  Some  distance  in  it  there  is  an  extensive  excavatiaBi' 
which  tbrms  a  large  room  of  about  20  feet  square,  and  as  regularir 
shaped  as  though  efiected  by  human  agency.    Columnaof  icefonim 
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by  the  infiltratioii  of  water  from  the  ceiling  to  the  floor,  resembiiiig 
marbfe  pillars  neatly  polished,  are  to  be  seen  in  this  apartment  even 
in  the  warmest  of  weather.  Both  of  these  caves  have  mamr  branches, 
and  are  beautified  with  varied  petrifactions,  stalactites  of  all  shapes, 
petrified  bats,  &c,  &c  About  50  rods  in  a  NE.  direction  from  the 
mbee  ruins,  back  of  the  knoll,  is  a  sin^ar  oval-shaped  basin  in  the 
land,  of  about  7  rods  in  its  greatest  diameter.  It  is  about  100  feet 
in  depth»  and  water  never  remains  in  it  even  during  the  most  rainy 
weKther. 

WiLjiA,  taken  from  Le  Ray  in  this,  and  Leyden  in  Lewis  county, 
in  1818;  from  Albany,  NW.,  151,  from  Watertown  distant  £.  17 
miieik  The  place  was  settled  by  Irish  and  New  England  emigrants. 
The  Count  Survilliers,  (Joseph  Bonaparte,)  brother  of  the  Emperor 
Vkpcifdont  rarchased  here  80,000  acres  of  land  and  erected  a  large 
manaioiL  Carthage,  at  the  head  of  Long  Falls,  on  the  Black  river, 
ha«  about  75  dwellings.  A  lar^e  quantity  of  iron  is  manufacture 
hei^  The  Natural  Bridg^e,  where  there  is  a  small  settlement,  is  a 
corioeity.  It  is  about  12  feet  wide,  and  6  above  the  water.  Wihia 
and  North  Wilna  are  post-offices.    Pop.  2,588. 
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Knros  oouNTT  was  organized  in  1688,  by  an  act  of  the  colonial 
eembly  dividing  the  province,  and  abolishing  the  ridings  which 
previously  existea.  Its  greatest  length  is  12,  and  greatest  breadth  7 
miles.  The  county  includes  Coney  and  Barren  islands,  and  all  other 
islands  south  of  the  town  of  Gravesend.  The  surface  on  the  NE. 
for  three  or  four  miles  back  from  the  river  is  hilly  and  ridgy.  Upon 
the  SE.  a  plain  of  sandy  loam  and  sand  extends  to  the  ocean.  The 
soil  for  the.  most  part  is  light,  warm,  and  when  properly  manured, 
fertile.  It  is  generally  well  improved,  and  supplies  a  larj^  portion  of 
the  vegetables  sold  in  New  York.  The  first  settlement  in  tne  county 
was  made  at  Brooklyn  in  1625.  In  1641,  the  Dutch  government 
permitted  some  English  settlers  to  locate  themselves  at  Gravesend. 
All  the  other  towns  of  the  county  appear  to  have  been  settled  by  the 
Dutch.  The  county  courts  were  originally,  held  at  the  village  of 
Gravesend;  they  were  removed  in  1686  to  Flatbush,  where  they 
were  held  till  1832,  when  they  were  removed  to  Brooklyn.  The 
county  contains  six  towns.    Pop.  47,613. 

Brooklyn.  This  town,  the  whole  of  which  is  now  included  withiii 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  lies  upon  the  extreme  westeni 
part  of  Long  Island,  opposite  the  southern  portion  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  separated  therefrom  by  the  East  river,  which  is  here  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  width.  Its  length  from  NE.  to  SW,  in 
Us,  and  its  greatest  breadth  four  miles ;  giving  an  area  of  0,SNIO 
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acrefy  most  of  which  has  been  apportioned  into  city  lots.  ''The  sar- 
&ce  is  high,  broken,  and  stony ;  and  the  more  elevated  points  aflbrd 
beautifiil  and  romantic  sites,  many  of  which  have  been  built  upon, 
and  are  not  excelled  in  elegance  by  any  others  in  the  country.  The 
soil,  in  common  with  the  ^ole  county,  was  originally  claimed  by  the 
Canarsee  Indians,  a  numerous  tribe  inhabiting  the  more  southern 
parts  of  the  county,  and  from  whom  the  title  to  the  lands  was  pro- 
cured by  the  Dutdi  government 

**  Hie  name  confistred  upon  diis  town  by  the  Dutch  wu  Brencklen,  (or  broken  land^ 
and  in  the  act  for  dividing  the  province  into  coanties  and  towna,  paaed  November  1, 1S85, 
It  ii  called  Bnmeklffu;  nor  doea  the  present  appellation  appear  to  have  been  genetalir 
adopted  until  after  the  revolution.  Many  changes  have  doubtlesa  taken  place  upon  tfai 
«bofe,  and  it  is  believed  that  Oovemoi's  Island  was  formeily  connected  vrith  Red  Hook  poinL 
It  is  well  knovm  that  a  short  period  previous  to  the  war  of  independence,  cattle  were  drivw 
across  wlmt  is  called  Buttermilk  Channel,  now  sufficiently  deep  to  afford  paasage  to  veaseli 
4if  the  laigeat  class.  The  alteration  is  no  doubt  in  great  measure  attributable  to  the  vast 
extension  of  dbe  wharves  on  bodi  sides  of  the  rivier,  thereby  diverting  the  course,  and  i». 
emmn%  the  force  of  the  currents.  The  first  E«uropean  settler  in  this  town  is  supposed  to 
have  been  Oeoige  Jaasen  de  Rape^e,  at  the  Waalboght,  or  Waalooos  Bay,  during  the  Di. 
rectonhtp  of  Peter  Bfinuit,  under  the  charter  of  the  West  India  Company.  In  a  hxa^ 
record  in  dbe  posse  wion  of  Jeremiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  it  is  staled  that  the  fint  child  of  Rape|ja 
vras  Sarah,  bom  in  Ifi25,  unquestionably  the  first  white  child  bom  upon  Long  hAxoiL 
Watson  says  ahe  was  born  on  the  9th  of  June,  and  honored  as  the  fiisubom  child  of  the 
Dutch  settlers ;  also  that,  in  consideration  of  such  distinction,  and  of  her  widowhood,  she 
was  afterward  presented  with  a  tract  of  land  at  the  Wallabout.  She  was  twice  married; 
fint  to  Hans  Hanse-Bergen,  by  whom  she  had  six  children,  namely,  Michael  Hanse,  Joris 
Hanse,  Jan  Hanse,  Jacob  Hanse,  Breckje  Hanse,  and  Marytje  Hanse.  Her  second  hua. 
band  was  Tennis  Guisbertse  Bogart,  by  whom  also  she  had  six  children,  namely,  Aurtia, 
AnQe,  NeeQe«  AnlQ'e,  Cataljm'je,  and  Guyabert.  The  account  of  this  remarkable  woman 
in  the  archivea  of  Uie  New  York  Historical  Society  contains  the  names  of  the  persona  lo 
whom  eleven  of  her  children  were  married,  and  the  places  where  they  aettled.  The 
twelfth,  Bredye  Hanse,  went  to  Holland.  In  the  journal  of  the  Dutch  Council  in  1656^  it 
is  related  that  **  the  widow  Hana  Hanson,  the  first-bom  Christian  dau^ter  in  New  Nedi». 
lands,  burdened  vHth  seven  children,  petitions  for  a  grant  of  a  piece  of  meadow,  in  addi. 
don  to  the  twenty  moigen  granted  to  her  at  the  Waale^oghu*  There  ia  a  traditioQ  m 
Che  fiunily,  that  the  Ind^na,  induced  by  the  circumstance  of  her  being  the  first  white  duU 
bom  here,  gave  to  her  &ther  and  his  brethren,  the  other  French  who  followed  them,  the 
lands  adjacent  to  the  bay ;  hence  called  (aays  Judge  Benson)  HeUWaale  Bcgkt,  corrupted 
to  WullabmU  Bmf,  A  few  of  the  other  associates  of  De  Rape^  were  Le  Escuyer,  Duxyea, 
La  Sillier,  Ceiahow,  Conscillaer,  Mosserol ;  these,  with  some  changes  in  the  mode  of  speft. 
ing,  are  still  found  among  ua.  It  appears  by  the  Dutch  records,  that  in  1634  a  part  of  the 
land  at  Red  Hook  was  the  property  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  being  one  of  the  oldest  titlsi 
in  the  town.  The  eviieat  deed  for  land  vras  fiom  Governor  Kieft  to  Abraham  Ryckea,  in 
163S.  The  ddest  grant  recorded  is  to  ThomaaBeaker  in  16)9.  This  must  be  considoad 
as  the  commencement  oi  permanent  Dutch  settlements  on  Long  Island,  and  there  ia  no 
avidence  of  ai^  direct  and  mtematic  efibrta  being  made  for  the  purpose  tUl  thia  period."— 
Tkon^fme^  jEriff.  rflmig  Idamd. 

It  seems  to  have  been  i^joined  upon  the  overseers  and  constables 
to  admonish  the  inhabitants  to  instruct  their  children  and  servants  in 
^matters  of  religion,  and  in  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  inhabitants 
at  first  attended  divine  worship  at  New  Amsterdam,  (New  York,) 
and  at  Flatbush.  In  1659,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  applied  to 
Gov.  Stujrvesant  for  permission  to  call  a  minister  for  their  congrega- 
tion. This  request  was  granted,  and  the  Rev.  Henry  Solinus,  bemft 
aj^roved  by  the  classis  of  Amsterdam,  was  sent  over  from  HollancC 
and  installed  their  pastor  in  1660.  The  first  Dutch  church  was  built 
in  1666,  ud  stood  about  forty  years ;  when  another  was  erected  oa 
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the  nine  apot,  nrhich  wu  taken  down  in  1810,  and  a  new  rad  mb- 
itantial  one  built  in  Jerolemon  street ;  this  last  has  given  [^ace  to  a 
more  aplmdid  edifice  on  nearly  the  ume  site.  An  Episcopal  •ocietT' 
tziated  in  this  town  «•  early  as  1766.  In  1705,  St  Ann's  cnurch  waa 
occujued  for  the  firtt  time.  The  first  Methodist  church  was  incOT* 
porated  in  1794 ;  the  first  Presbyterian  in  1823 ;  the  first  Baptist  in 
1832 ;  the  first  CathoUc  in  1832 ;  and  the  first  congregational  in  1S88. 
The  first  printing  press  established  in  this  town,  was  by  Thomas 
Kirk,  in  1799,  who  issued  a  newspaper,  entitled  the  "  Cuiaier,  and 
Nob  York  and  Iftg Island  Adoerliter"  which  continued  four  year*. 
The  first  number  of  the  "  Long  Island  Star"  was  also  issued  by  fifr. 
Kirk,  in  1809. 

'  The  oMMt  compact  part  of  Brooklyn  was  incorporated  into  a  viU^e 
h  1816,  which,  although  much  opposed  by  a  por6on  of  the  popula- 
tion, gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  spirit  of  improvement,  which  has  re- 
IDlted  in  raising  it  to  be  the  second  city  in  point  of  population  in  the 
■tale  of  New  York.  In  April,  1834,  the  whole  territory  of  the  town 
Iras  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  **  City  of  Brooklyn."  It  is 
Avided  into  9  wards ;  the  powers  of  the  corporation  are  vested  in  a 
^Kfor,  and  a  board  (MT  aldermen,  composed  of  two  elected  from  «ach 
4rud.  Brooklyn  craitams  38  churches,  viz :  6  Episcopalian,  3  Dotch 
Vefbrmed,  7  nesfajrterian,  3  Baptist,  4  Episcopal  Methodist,  1  Coh 
tsnaiy  Episcopal  Methodist,  1  Primitive  Methodist,  1  Wesleyao 
Hothodist,  S  Romu  Catholic,  1  Unitarian  Congregational  Church, 
•nd  1  Friraids  Ueeting-bouse.  Population  in  1830,  7,175;  in  1838^ 
lO.70Ot  in  18S0, 16,8M;  in  1835,  35,818;  in  1840,  86,3S8. 


NortMem  ww  of  the  Nmy^ard  at  Brooklyn. 

1^  above  ^MTWs  the  appearance  of  the  buildings,  shipfHng,  dec, 
•t  the  navy-yaid,  at  Brooklyn,  as  seen  from  Corleays  Hook.  The 
United  States  possess  about  forty  acres  at  this  spot,  including  the  old 
BuU-pond.  Here  have  been  erected  a  spacious  navy-yard,  public 
•lores,  machtnb  tiutps,  and  two  immense  edifices,  in  which  the  largest 
diipa  are  protected  from  the  weather,  while  building.  On  the  east 
■de  of  the  WmSabout  bay,  opposite  the  navy-yard,  stands  the  U.  8. 
Ilaval  Hospital,  a  magnificent  structure.     1^  Wallaboot  is  nn- 
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dered  memorable  in  the  revolutionary  period,  from  having  been  the 
scene  of  the  heart-rending  sufferings  of  many  thousand  Americaa 

Crisoners  confined  in  the  prison  ships  stationed  in  the  bay.  The  fol- 
>winfi;,  relating  to  these  vessels,  communicated  to  the  editor  of 
the  ''Naval  Magazine,"  in  1836,  was  written  by  Jeremiah  Johnsoiu 
Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  a  gentleman  who  has  filled  many  public  offices  in 
this  place. 

**  The  subject  of  the  naval  prisonen,  and  of  the  Britiah  priaon  shipe  atationed  at  dia  W^ 
labout  during  the  revolution,  ia  one  which  cannot  be  paaaed  by  in  ailence.  From  pimtBl 
journala  published  in  New  York  at  the  close  of  the  war,  it  appears  that  eleven  thoosaai 
five  hundred  American  prisoners  had  died  on  board  the  priaon  ships.  Althou^  die  oi^ 
ber  is  very  great,  still  if  the  number  who  perished  had  been  leas,  the  commiasary  of  navsl 
prisoners,  David  Sprout,  Eaq^  and  his  deputy,  had  it  in  their  power,  by  an  official  ntiiii, 
to  give  the  true  number  exchanged,  escaped,  and  dead.  Such  a  return  has  nev«n-  appeairf 
in  the  United  States.  Thia  man  returned  to  America  after  the  war,  and  rnaidcwl  in  PUk 
delphia,  where  he  died.  He  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  statement  publiabad  ksn 
on  this  interesting  subject.  We  may  therefore  infer,  that  about  that  number  periahed  m 
the  prison  ships.  A  large  transport,  named  the  Wkitbyj  waa  the  first  priaon  ahip  andioprf 
in  tiie  WaJlabout.    She  waa  moored  near  *  Remsen*8  Mill,*  about  the  SOth  of  Oeiota^ 

1776,  and  waa  crowded  with  priaonen.  Many  landsmen  were  priaonera  on  board  lUi 
vessel ;  she  waa  aaid  to  be  the  moet  aickly  of  all  the  priaon  ships.  Bad  pioviaioiiB^  bad 
water,  and  acanted  rationa  were  dealt  to  the  priaoners.  No  medical  men  attended  the 
Disease  reigned  unrelieved,  and  hundreda  died  from  peatilence,  or  were  atarvad,  on 
thia  floating  prison.  1  saw  the  sand.beach  between  a  ravine  in  the  hill  and  Mr. 
dock  become  filled  with  gravea  in  the  course  of  two  months;  and  before  the  lat  of  Mar, 

1777,  the  ravine  alluded  to  waa  itaelf  occupied  in  the  aame  way.  In  the  month  of  May  m 
that  year  two  large  ahipa  were  anchored  in  the  Wallabout,  when  the  priaonen  were  vnfr 
ferred  from  the  Whitby  to  them.  Theae  veasela  were  also  very  aickly,  from  the  ca«M 
before  atatnl.  Although  many  prisoners  were  sent  on  board  of  them,  and  were  fiirhsiyi, 
death  made  room  for  dl.  On  a  Sunday  afternoon,  about  the  middia  of  October,  1777,  oat 
of  the  prison  ahipa  waa  burnt ;  the  priaoners,  except  a  few,  who,  it  waa  aaid,  were  bnth 
Che  veasel,  were  removed  to  the  remaining  ahip.  It  was  reported  at  the  time  that  Iba  jiL 
aoners  had  fired  their  priaon ;  which,  if  true,  provea  that  they  preferred  death,  even  by  m^ 
to  the  lingering  sufi*erings  of  pestilence  and  atarvation.  In  the  month  of  February,  1778^ 
the  remaining  prison  ship  was  burnt  at  night ;  when  the  prisoners  were  removed  nom  hv 
to  the  ships  Sien  wintering  in  the  Wallabout.  In  the  month  of  April,  1778,  the  Old  Jsny 
waa  moored  in  the  Wallabout,  and  all  the  prisoners  (except  the  sick)  were  trandamd  M 
her.  The  sick  were  carried  to  two  hospital  ahipa,  named  the  Hope  and  Falmouth,  aochfl& 
ed  near  each  other  about  two  hundred  yards  east  fi-om  the  Jersey.  These  shipa  fcmsiisJ 
in  ^e  Wallabout  until  New  York  was  evacuated  by  the  British.  The  Jersey  waa  ifaa  i^ 
ceiving^iShip— the  others,  truly,  the  thipt  of  Death  /  It  has  been  generally  tboqgbt  that  dl 
the  priaoners  died  on  board  of  the  Jersey.  This  is  not  true ;  many  may  have  died  on  bosid 
of  her  who  were  not  reported  as  sick :  but  all  the  men  who  were  placed  on  the  scfcJbl 
were  removed  to  the  hospital  ships,  fit>m  which  they  were  usually  taken,  aewed  np  ia  a 
blanket,  to  their  long  home. 

**  After  the  hospital  ships  were  brought  into  the  Wallabout,  it  waa  reported  that  tha  nek 
were  attended  by  phjrsicians ;  few,  very  few,  however,  recovered.  It  waa  no  nneonoMa 
thing  to  aee  five  or  six  dead  bodies  brought  on  shore  in  a  single  morning ;  when  a  SBsl 
excavation  would  be  made  at  the  foot  of  the  bill,  the  bodiea  be  caat  in,  and  a  man  wiA  a 
ahovel  would  cover  them  by  shovelling  sand  down  the  hill  upon  them.  Many  were  boriid 
in  a  ravine  on  the  hill ;  aome  on  the  farm.  The  whole  shore  from  Rennie*a  Point  to  Uk 
Remsen's  dock-yard  was  a  place  of  gravea ;  as  were  also  the  alope  of  the  hiH  near  Ibl 
houae,  the  ahore  from  Mr.  Remsen^s  bam  along  the  mill-pond  to  Rape|je*a  fum  and  Iht 
aandy  island,  between  the  flood^tes  and  the  mill-dam ;  while  a  few  were  buried  on  Iht 
ahore,  the  east  side  of  the  Wallabout.  Thus  did  Death  reign  here,  fit»m  1776  andl  At 
peace.  The  whole  Wallabout  was  a  sickly  place  during  the  war.  The  atmoapbaie 
to  be  charged  with  foul  air  fixim  the  priaon  ships,  and  with  the  effluvia  of  the  dead 
washed  out  of  their  graves  by  the  tides.    We  have  ourselves  examined  many  of  the 


1 


lying  on  the  shore ;  from  the  teeth,  they  appear  to  be  jhe  remaina  of  men  in  the  praM  tf 

4  aPcli 


Ufa.    A  iingnlariy  daring  and  aocceaaful  eacape  waa  effected  from  the  Jeiaey  aboot 

aftamooo,  in  Daeembtr»  1780.    Tha  baat  boat  of  tha  ship  had  latuaad  ham  Ibv 
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Torkf  WM  left  ftstened  at  the  gengwmy,  with  the  oan  on  board.  It  wm  ttonny ;  the 
blew  from  the  northeast,  and  the  tide  ran  flood.  A  watchword  was  given,  and  a  num. 
bar  of  priaooera  placed  themselves  between  the  ship's  waist  and  the  sentinel ;  at  thia  June. 
ton  four  eastern  captains  got  on  board  the  boat,  which  was  cast  off  by  their  friends.  The 
boat  passed  close  under  the  bows  of  the  ship,  and  was  a  considerable  distance  from  her 
belbre  the  sentinel  on  the  forecastle  gave  the  alarm,  and  fired  at  her.  The  boat  passed 
HelLGate,  and  arrived  safe  in  Connecticut  next  morning.** 

The  following  additional  account  of  the  sufferings  of  these  unfortu- 
nate men  was  obtained  from  the  prisoners,  and  published  in  the 
Connecticut  Journal  of  Jan.  30,  1777.  It  is  painfully  minute  in  iti 
details. 

**  As  soon  as  they  were  taken  they  were  robbed  of  all  their  bag- 
gage, of  whatever  money  they  had,  though  it  were  of  paper  and 
could  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  enemy,  of  their  silver  shoe-buckles, 
knee-buckles,  &c.,  and  many  were  stripped  almost  naked  of  their 
clothes.  Especially  those  who  had  good  clothes,  were  stripped  at 
once»  being  told  that  siich  clothes  were  too  good  for  rebels.  Thus  de- 
|Hrived  of  their  clothes  and  baggage,  they  were  unable  to  shift  even 
their  linen,  and  were  obliged  to  wear  the  same  shirts  for  even  three 
or  four  months  together,  whereby  they  became  extremely  nasty  and 
lousy ;  and  this  of  itself  has  been  sufficient  to  bring  on  them  many 
mortal  diseases. 

^  After  they  were  taken,  they  were  in  the  first  place  put  on  board 
the  ships  and  thrust  down  into  the  hold  where  not  a  breath  of  fresh 
air  could  be  obtained,  and  they  were  nearly  suffocated  for  want  of 
air.  Particularly  some  who  were  taken  at  Fort  Washington,  were 
fint  in  tills  manner  thrust  down  into  the  holds  of  vessels  in  such  num- 
bers that  even  in  the  cold  season  of  November,  they  could  scarcely 
bear  any  clothes  on  them,  being  kept  in  a  constant  sweat  Yet  these 
same  persons,  after  lying  in  this  situation  awhile,  till  the  pores  of  their 
bodies  were  as  perfectly  opened  as  possible,  were  of  a  sudden  taken 
out  and  put  into  some  of  the  churches  in  New  York,  without  cover- 
ing or  a  spark  of  fire,  where  they  suffered  as  much  by  the  cold  as 
they  did  by  the  sweating  stagnation  of  the  air  in  the  other  situation ; 
ana  the  consequence  was,  that  they  took  such  colds  as  brought  on  the 
most  fatal  diseases,  and  swept  them  off  almost  beyond  conception. 

**  Besides  these  things,  they  suffered  extremely  for  want  ol  provis- 
ions. The  commissary  pretended  to  allow  half  a  pound  of  bread 
and  four  ounces  of  pork  per  day ;  but  of  this  pittance  they  were 
much  cut  short  What  was  given  them  for  three  days  was  not 
oiough  for  one  day ;  and  in  some  instances,  they  went  for  three  days 
without  a  single  mouthful  of  food  of  any  sort  They  were  pinched 
to  that  degree  that  some  on  board  the  ships  would  pick  up  and  eat 
the  salt,  which  happened  to  be  scattered  there ;  others  gathered  up 
the  bran  which  the  lighthorse  wasted,  and  ate  that,  mixed  with  dirt 
and  filth  as  it  was.  Nor  was  this  all,  both  the  bread  and  pork  which 
they  did  allow  them  was  extremely  bad.  For  the  bread,  some  of  it, 
was  made  out  of  the  bran  which  they  brought  over  to  feed  their 
fighthorse,  and  the  rest  of  it  was  so  muddy  and  the  pork  so  damni- 
fiadv  being  so  soaked  in  bilge  water  in  the  transportation  firom  EuropSt 
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that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  eaten  by  human  creatures ;  and  wiwa 
they  were  eaten,  were  very  unwholesome.  Such  bread  and  pork  ai 
they  would  not  pretend  to  give  to  their  own  countrymen,  they  gaie 
to  our  poor,  sick,  dying  prisoners. 

'^Nor  were  they  in  this  doleful  situation  allowed  a  sufficiency  of 
water.  One  would  have  thought  that  water  was  so  cheap  and  plen- 
tiful an  element,  that  they  would  not  have  grudged  them  that.  But 
there  are  it  seems  no  bounds  to  their  cruelty.  The  water  allowed 
them,  was  so  brackish  and  withal  nasty,  that  they  could  not  drink  it, 
till  reduced  to  extremity.  Nor  did  they  let  tliem  have  a  sufficiency 
even  of  such  water  as  this. 

"  When  winter  came  on,  our  poor  people  suffered  extremely  for 
want  of  fire  and  clothes  to  keep  them  warm.  They  were  confined 
in  churches  where  there  were  no  fireplaces,  that  tney  could  maka 
fires  even  if  they  had  wood.  But  wood  was  only  allowed  them  ftr 
cooking  their  pittance  of  victuals ;  and  for  that  purpose  very  spar- 
ingly. They  had  none  to  keep  them  warm  even  in  the  extremest  of 
weather,  although  they  were  almost  naked,  and  the  few  clothes  that 
were  left  them  were  their  summer  clothes.  Nor  had  they  a  aimzb 
blanket  or  any  bedding,  not  even  straw  allowed  them  till  a  litdeSs- 
fore  Christmas. 

**  At  the  time  that  those  were  taken  on  Long  Island,  a  considerable 
part  of  them  were  sick  of  the  dysentery,  and,  with  this  distemper  on 
them,  were  first  crowded  on  board  of  ships,  afterward  in  the  chivcb- 
es  in  New  York,  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  together,  without  any 
blankets,  or  any  thing  for  even  the  sick  to  lie  upon,  but  the  bare  floon 
or  pavements.  In  this  situation  that  contagious  distemper  soon  com- 
municated from  the  sick  to  the  well,  and  who  would  probably  hafe 
remained  so,  had  they  not  in  this  manner  been  thrust  in  together 
without  regard  to  sick  or  well,  or  to  the  sultry,  unwholesome  seaioOi 
It  being  then  the  heat  of  summer.  Of  this  distemper  numbers  died 
daily,  and  many  others,  by  their  confinement  and  the  sultry  seasos, 
contracted  fevers  and  died  of  them.  During  their  sickness,  with  these 
and  other  diseases,  they  had  no  medicines,  nothing  soothing  or  com- 
fortable for  sick  people,  and  were  not  so  much  as  visited  by  the  phy- 
sician by  the  month  together. 

**  Nor  ought  we  to  omit  the  insults  which  the  humane  Britoni 
ofiered  to  our  people,  nor  the  artifices  which  they  used  to  enlist  them 
in  their  service  and  fight  against  their  country.  It  seems  that 
end  of  their  starving  our  people  was  to  bring  them,  by  dint  of 
ty,  to  turn  rebels  to  their  own  country,  their  own  consciences,  and 
their  God.  For  while  thus  famishing,  they  would  come  and  say  lo 
them,  *  This  is  the  just  punishment  of  your  rebellion.     Nay,  yoa  an 

*  treated  too  well  for  rebels ;  you  have  not  yet  received  half  yoa  ds- 
'  serve  or  half  you  shall  receive.     But  if  you  will  enlist  into  Hii 

*  Majesty's  service,  you  shall  have  victuals  and  clothes  enough.' 

^  As  to  insults,  the  British  officers,  besides  continually  cursing  aid 
swearing  at  them  as  rebels,  often  threatened  to  hans;  them  all ;  aid 
at  a  particular  time,  ordered  a  number,  each  man  to  raoote  lus  hater 
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out  of  a  parcel  ofTered,  wherewith  to  be  hanged;  and  even  went  so 
far  as  to  cause  a  gallows  to  be  erected  before  the  prison,  as  if  they 
were  immediately  to  be  executed.  They  further  threatened  to  send 
them  all  into  the  East  Indies,  and  sell  them  there  for  slaves.  In  these, 
and  numberless  other  ways,  did  the  British  officers  seem  to  rack  their 
inventions,  to  insult,  terrify,  and  vex  the  poor  prisoners.  The  mean- 
est upstart  officers  among  them  would  insult  and  abuse  our  colonels 
and  chief  officers. 

**  In  this  situation,  without  clothes,  without  victuals  or  drink,  and 
even  water,  or  with  those  which  were  base  and  unwholesome,  with- 
out fire,  a  number  of  them  sick,  first  with  a  contagious  and  nauseous 
distemper ;  these  with  others  crowded  by  hundreds  into  close  con- 
finement, at  the  most  unwholesome  season  of  the  year»  and  continued 
diere  for  four  months  without  blankets,  bedding  or  straw ;  without 
linen  to  shift  or  clothes  to  cover  their  bodies  ; — no  wonder  they  all 
became  sickly,  and  having  at  the  same  time  no  medicine,  no  help  of 
physicians,  nothing  to  refresh  or  support  nature,  died  by  scores  in  a 
niffht ;  and  those  who  were  so  far  gone  as  to  be  unable  to  help  them- 
seTves,  the  workings  of  their  distemper  passing  through  them  as  they 
lay,  could  not  be  cleansed  for  want  of^  change  of  clothes.  So  that 
many  lay  for  six,  seven,  or  eight  days,  in  all  the  filth  of  nature  and  of 
dysentery,  till  Death,  more  kind  than  Britons,  put  an  end  to  their 
'misery. 

**  By  these  means  and  in  this  way,  above  1,600  brave  Americans, 
who  had  nobly  gone  forth  in  defence  of  their  injured,  oppressed  coun- 
'try,  but  whom  the  chance  of  war  had  cast  into  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies, died  in  New  York  ;  many  of  whom  were  very  amiable,  prom- 
'ising  youths  of  good  families,  the  very  flower  of  our  land.  And  of 
those  who  lived  to  come  out  of  prison,  the  greater  part,  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  are  dead  and  dying.  Their  constitutions  are  broken,  the 
stamina  of  nature  worn  out,  they  cannot  recover,  they  die.  Ev^i 
the  few  that  might  have  survived,  are  dying  of  the  small-pox.  For 
it  seems  that  our  enemies  determined  that  even  these,  whom  a  good 
constitution  and  a  kind  Providence  had  carried  through  unexampled 
mifierings,  should  not  at  last  escape  death.  Just  before  their  release 
firom  imprisonment  infected  them  with  that  fatal  distemper. 

**  To  these  circumstances,  I  shall  subjoin  the  manner  in  which  they 
buried  those  of  our  people  who  died.  They  dragged  them  out  ch 
their  prisons  by  one  leg  or  one  arm,  piled  them  up  without  doors, 
there  let  them  lie  till  a  sufficient  number  were  dead  to  make  a  cart 
load ;  then  loaded  them  up  in  a  cart,  drove  the  cart  thus  loaded  out 
to  the  ditches  made  by  our  people,  when  fortifying  New  York ;  there 
they  would  tip  the  cart,  tumble  the  corpses  together  into  the  ditch ; 
and  afterward  slightly  cover  them  with  earth. 

•* W  hile  our  poor  prisoners  have  been  thus  treated  by 

our  foes,  the  prisoners  we  nave  taken  have  enjoyed  the  liberty  of 
"walkinff  and  riding  about  within  large  limits,  at  their  pleasure ;  have 
lieen  fully  supplied  with  every  necessary,  and  have  even  lived  on  the 
'ftt  of  the  lana ;  so  none  have  been  so  well  fisd,  so  healthy,  so  plurap, 
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and  80  merry  as  they.  And  this  generous  treatment  it  is  said  tliejr 
could  not  but  rememoer.  For  when  they  were  retumed,  in  the  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  saw  the  miserable,  famished,  dying  state  of 
our  prisoners,  conscious  of  the  treatment  they  had  received,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  tears." 

In  1808,  a  tomb  was  erected  to  tlie  memory  of  these  martyrs  to 
liberty,  on  the  comer  of  Jackson-street,  nearly  opposite  the  end  of 
Front-street,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  navy-yard.  Thirteen  coffins  were 
filled  with  their  bleached  bones,  and  interred  in  it  with  great  venera- 
tion and  respect.  There  was  a  grand  civic  and  military  procesnon 
on  the  occasion,  at  which  fiileen  thousand  persons  are  said  to  have 
been  present.  **  The  tomb  is  a  small  square  frame  buildings  sur- 
mounted by  an  eagle  on  the  point  of  the  roof;  the  interior  is  an  ante- 
chamber to  the  vault  beneath,  in  which  the  coffins  are  deposited; 
there  is  a  row  of  posts  and  rails  in  front  of  the  tomb,  on  wnich  the 
names  of  the  13  original  states  of  the  Union  are  inscribed;  the  aiea 
around  the  tomb  is  enclosed  by  a  rail  fence,  over  the  entrance  of 
which  is  the  following  inscription:  *  Portal  to  the  Tomb  of  11,500 
Patriot  Prisoners,  who  died  in  dungeons  and  prison  ships^  in  tad 
about  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  revolution.^ " 

The  following  account  of  the  blowing  up  of  the  steam-frigaU  PWI- 
ton  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  place,  June  4th,  1829,  was  writtoi 
the  morning  after  the  explosion : 


**  The  Fulton  has  ever  sinoe  the  war  been  occupied  as  a  receiving  ahip,  and 
within  iwo  hundred  yardu  of  the  shore.  The  magazine  was  in  the  bow  of  Um 
contained  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  but  three  barrels  of  damaged  powder.  The 
tion  was  not  louder  than  that  produced  by  the  discharge  of  a  single  cannon ;  and  ■■! 
persons  in  the  navy.jrard  supposed  the  report  to  have  proceeded  from  such  a  ■oofca,  mm 
they  saw  the  immense  column  of  smoke  arising  from  the  veascL  Othen  aboat  the  ymk 
saw  the  masts  rising  into  the  air  before  the  explosion,  and  immediately  after,  the  air  vai 
filled  with  fragments  of  the  vessel.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  a  midriii|miBB  whs 
was,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  asleep  on  board  of  the  frigate  United  Suies,  wiibin  C«s 
htmdred  yards  of  the  Fulton,  was  not  at  all  disturbed  by  the  report  of  the  esplosioa,  ui 
was  not  aware  of  the  occurrence,  until  he  was  told  of  it  after  he  awoke. 

"  The  Fulton  is  a  complete  wreck ;  the  bow  being  destroyed  nearly  to  the  water,  and  dn 
whole  of  this  immense  vessel,  whose  sides  were  more  than  four  feet  thick,  and  all  oihn 
parts  of  corresponding  strength — is  now  lying  an  entire  heap  of  ruins,  bunt  aannder  ii  il 
parts,  and  aground  at  the  spot  where  she  was  moored.  Although  slw  was  but  300  yndi 
from  the  navy.yard,  and  many  vessels  near  her,  not  one  of  them  received  tha  laail  dia- 
age ;  nor  was  the  bridge  which  led  from  the  shore  to  the  Fulton  at  all  i^jurad.  The  sea- 
tinel  upon  the  bridge  received  no  wound  whatever,  and  continn^  to  perform  fan  duty  tbm 
the  accident,  as  unconcerned  as  though  nothing  hod  happened.  The  aentinel  on  bonddn 
ship  was  less  fortunate,  and  escaped  with  merely  (a  light  accident  on  such  oiiiinw)  a 
broken  leg.  There  were  attached  to  the  Fulton,  by  the  roll  of  the  ship,  14S  pecMw;  wd, 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  there  were  supposed  to  have  been  on  board  the  vMael  abatf 
MZty  persons. 

■*  It  happened  fortunately  that  sixty.two  men,  formerly  attached  to  die  frigate, 
on  Tuesday,  and  had  proceeded  to  Norfolk  to  form  part  of  the  erew  of  the 
lalion,  then  on  the  eve  of  departura  for  a  foreign  station.  The  band,  17  in 
on  shore.  This  dreadful  accident  was  occasioned  by  the  gnnner'a  going  into  the 
Id  procure  powder  to  fire  the  evening  gun.  He  was  chvged  by  one  of  the 
vioualy  to  his  going  below,  to  be  careiful ;  and  soon  aflor,  the  exploaion  took  pkco.  We  w> 
derstajid  that  he  was  a  men  between  fifty  and  sixty  yean  of  age,  and  had  ^al  boM  9» 
pointed  to  that  oHice ;  the  oM  gunner  having  been  discha^ed  the  day  befbie.  He  «m  d^ 
■ired  by  Lietttenut  Breckenndge  to  be  cautious  with  the  light,  and  to  pJaoe  h  in  the  ba^ 
HonfaiHrhUypeimdedfiirit,  onaiiehooeaeioni,Tis.behinda  nfUoihtg  fjmm  fs  d>  >■*■ 
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Ckm,  through  which  the  nyi  of  light  are  thrown.  It  ie  nippoeed  he  had  been  nrnlwi  ia 
fhis  particular,  and  that  having  carried  the  candle  into  the  maganne,  aome  of  ita  apaikt 
wwpa  communicated  to  the  powder :  but  aa  he  ia  among  the  dead«  nothing  certain  on  tUi 
point  can  ever  be  known.  Lieutenant  Mull  atatea,  that  the  neeeaaary  precaudooa  had  boo^L 
taken  for  opening  the  magaaine,  and  a  aentinel  placed  at  the  hatch  before  he  left  the  dock, 
ood  that  afier  being  in  the  ward  room  aome  twenty  minutea  the  ezploeion  took  place. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  ezploeion,  the  officen  were  dining  in  the  ward  room.  Ttie  lady  of 
Lieutenant  Breckenridge,  and  the  son  of  Lieutenant  Piatt,  a  lad  abpm  nine  years  old,  won 
gneats,  and  one  account  sajra  both  were  alightly  wounded.  Anotlier  account  aaya.  Lieuten- 
ant Mull,  who  was  mtdng  next  to  the  son  of  Ideutenant  Plat%  with  great  preaence  of  mind, 
oanght  hold  of  him  and  placed  him  in  one  of  the  poruholee,  by  which  means  he  escaped 
oni^jured.  Lieutenant  Piatt  had  returned  only  yesterday  morning,  having  been  absent  ona 
OMMiih  on  leave.  Commodore  Chauncey,  with  the  commander  of  the  frigate.  Captain  New- 
Ion,  left  her  only  a  few  minutes  before  the  explosion — the  former  having  been  on  board  on 
a  iriait  of  inspection. 

**  The  escape  of  Midshipman  Ek;kford  seems  to  have  been  almost  miraculous.  Whan 
Commodore  Chauncey  (who  was  one  of  the  first  to  reach  the  vessel)  got  on  board,  the  fimt 
olject  he  saw  was  young  Ek;kford  hanging  by  one  of  his  legs  between  me  gun^eck,  whither 
bo  had  been  forced  by  the  explosion.  A  jack-screw  was  immediately  procured,  by  meana 
of  which  the  deck  was  reiaed  and  he  was  extricated  from  his  perilous  situation. 

**  The  room  in  which  the  officers  were  dining  was  situated  about  midships.  The  wholo 
eonpany  at  the  table  were  forced,  by  the  concussion,  against  the  transom  with  such  violenco 
ai  to  break  their  limbs,  and  otherwise  cut  and  bruise  them  in  a  shocking  manner. 

**  The  magaiine  was  situated  in  the  bows  of  the  vessel.  This  part  of  the  ship,  aa  may 
WaU  bo  ina^ned,  ia  completely  demolished.  Lideed  the  ship  remaina  aa  complete  a  wioek 
m  probably  waa  ever  beheld.  The  timbers  throughout  appear  to  have  been  peiiectly  rotten* 
Many  of  die  guns  were  thrown  overboard,  and  some  of  them  (of  large  dimensions)  hn^g 
ai  it  wen  by  a  hair. 

**  The  bodies  of  the  dead  and  wounded  were  brought  on  ahore  aa  aoon  aa  cireumstancaa 
woold  permiL  The  former,  after  being  recognised,  were  put  into  coffins.  The  latter  wen 
earried  to  the  hospital  of  the  navy.yord  and  every  attention  paid  to  them.  The  bodies  of 
the  dead  were  shockingly  mangled ;  their  features  distorted,  and  so  much  blackened,  that 
Irwaa  difficult  to  recogniae  them. 

M  Commodore  Chauncey  and  the  officers  of  the  station  were  on  board  the  wreck,  aftor 
iho  oxploaion,  giving  directions  to  remove  the  scattered  timber,  in  order  that  a  search  might 
tako  place  for  such  bodies  as  might  be  buried  in  tbe  ruins.  The  tide  being  at  the  ebb,  ini> 
Menao  quantities  of  the  fragments  of  the  ship  floated  down  in  front  of  ^e  city,  and  hun. 
dnda  of  amall  boats  were  seen  busily  engaged  in  securing  them. 

**  What  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance,  although  several  of  the  persons  at  dinner  in 
Ibo  ward  room  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  some  of  them  uninjured,  not  a  veatige  of  the 
toMe,  chairs,  or  any  of  the  furniture  in  the  room  remains.  Every  thing  was  blown  to  aUana. 

**  The  Fulton  was  built  with  two  keels,  or  rather  was  in  fact  two 
boats,  joined  together  by  the  upper  works.  The  sides  were  of  im- 
mense thickness,  and  the  whole  frame  was,  when  built,  probably  the 
strongest  of  the  kind  ever  constructed.  But  the  timbers  nad  now  be- 
come very  rotten,  and  the  whole  hulk  was,  as  it  were,  kept  together 
by  its  own  weight  It  is  supposed  that  the  rotten  state  of  the  vessel, 
makinff  her  timhers  give  way  easily,  rendered  the  destruction  greater 
than  if  she  had  been  new  and  sound. 

^  Midshipman  Eckford  was  standing  in  the  starboard  gangway,  and 
was  strangely  tumbled  to  the  iiiside,  mstead  of  being  blown  out  upon 
the  platfornu  He  was  then  caught  under  one  of  me  beams,  where 
he  huDff  fast  by  one  leg. 

^  Wmle  he  nune  in  this  painful  condition,  not  a  groan,  nor  a  conv- 
pUtnty  nor  a  word  of  supplication  escaped  him.  His  cheek  was  un-^ 
olanched,  and  his  features  composed,  while  he  held  on  to  the  beam 
with  his  arms  to  keep  his  head  up. 

^  Attempts  were  made  to  raise  the  beam>  but  there  was  such  a  mass- 
of  inatefiiua  above,  that  no  muscular  force  could  move  it    In  thi» 
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emetgeacjf  Commodore  Chaimcey,  wita  great  promptnera,  ofdeM»l 
the  jack-screw  to  be  brought  from  the  shore.  This  took  timet  audit 
-WBB  not  then  the  work  of  a  moment  to  apply  it,  and  bring  it  mto  ae* 
tioti.  An  hour  went  by,  ere  the  youth  was  extricated ;  and  yet  not  a 
•ingle  murmur  of  impatience  was  heard  from  his  lips.  His  oidy 
words  were  in  darfMstion  or  encouragement  to  those  who  were  aidiiM| 
him— -exclaiming  frihc  time  to  time,  *  Hurra  my  hearties  P  '  T%mi 
moves  f  His  only  reproof  *i2^as  to  the  sailor,  who,  when  the  beaai 
was  raised,  attempted,  rather  rudely,  to  withdraw  the  fractured  Hmk 
The  sailor  supported  him  whilst  he  performed  the  office  himsel£ 

**  The  whole  number  of  killed  was  thirty-three,  including  laeoten* 
ant  Breckenridge  and  the  three  women.    Twenty-nine  were  reported  ^ 
as  wounded,  but  there  were  many  more  who  were  slightly  injuroL 
Nearly  every  person  on  board  received  at  least  a  scratch. 

**  The  greatest  part  of  the  mischief  was  done  by  the  force  of  the 
fragments  and  splmters.  These  were  driven  into  every  part  of  the 
ship.  Captain  IVewton,  who  commanded  the  ship,  employed  aU  the 
force  he  could  spare,  to  clear  the  wreck,  and  find  the  bodies  of  the  , 
unfortunate  suflferers.  Twenty-four  were  taken  out  of  the  ruins  at 
the  time,  but  some  of  the  others  were  not  found  till  a  considenUe 
time  after.  One  was  found  horribly  mutilated,  and  drifted  ashoie  €■. 
Stat^i  Island.  Another  got  fastened  to  a  beam,  and  was  jNcked  iqpt, 
Two  were  picked  out  of  the  water  near  the  wreck." 

Brooklyn  is  distinguished  as  being  the  scene  of  important  militaiy 
operations,  and  was  for  a  long  time  in  possession  of  the  enem v  duriM 
the  revolutionary  war.  The  most  sanguinary  part  of  the  battleoi 
Los^  Island,  August  27th,  1776,  took  place  in  this  town.  The  fiA- 
loviring  account  is  from  Thompson's  History  of  Long  Island* 

^  After  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  1776,  New  York  beiqg 
situated  near  the  centre  of  the  colonial  sea-board,  and  readily  acces- 
sible from  the  sea,  was  selected  by  the  enemy  as  a  principal  point  ftr 
their  future  operations.  With  this  view,  a  first  division  of  timr  wnof 
arrived  at  Staten  Island  in  the  latter  pan  of  June  of  that  year,  fot 
lowed,  about  the  middle  of  July,  by  the  grand  armament  under  Lofd 
Howe,  consisting  of  six  ships  of  the  line,  thirty  frigates,  with  smaHer 
armed  vessels,  and  a  great  number  of  transports,  victnallersy  and 
ships  with  ordinance. 

^The  Americans  anticipating  the  invasion  of  Long  Uaod,  bad- 
fortified  Brooklyn  before  the  arrival  of  the  British  at  Staten  Uand. 
A  line  of  intrenchment  was  formed  from  a  ditch  near  the  lata  Tolk 
House  of  the  Bridge  Company  at  the  navy-yard  to  Fort  Greeot  thfl» 
called  Fort  Putnam,  and  from  thence  to  Freek's  mill-p(»KL  A  stm^ 
work  was  erected  on  the  lands  of  Johannis  Debevoice  and  of  VaB 
Brunt;  a  redoubt  was  thrown  up  on  Eeemus'  Hill  opposite  Browi^ 
mill,  and  another  on  the  land  ot  John  Johns(»i,  west  of  Fort  GfesK* 
Ponkiesburg,  now  Fort  Swift,  was  fortified,  and  a  fort  built  cft  tlM; 
land  of  Mr.  Hicks  on  Brooklyn  heights.  Such  were  the  defonoes-of 
BtooUyn  in  ITn^  while  a  dkstMwx  de  frim  wns  sunk  a -lii^i^     " 
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ehaniiri  of  the  river  below  New  York.  The  troops  of  both  divisions 
of  the  British  army  were  landed  on  Staten  Island  after  their  arrival 
in  the  bay,  to  recruit  their  strength  and  prepare  for  the  coming  con- 
flict It  was  not  till  the  middle  of  August,  that  a  first  landing  on 
Long  Island  was  made  by  them  at  New  Utrecht  Here  they  were 
join^  by  many  royalists  from  the  neighborhood,  who  probably  acted 
the  infamous  part  of  informers  and  guides  to  the  enemy.  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  about  the  same  time,  with  the  troops  re- 
conducted from  the  expedition  to  Charleston. 

"  Commodore  Hotham  already  appeared  there  with  the  reinforce- 
ments undeiw  his  escort ;  so  that  in  a  short  time  the  hostile  army 
amounted  to  about  twenty-four  thousand  men^ — Euj^lish,  Hessians, 
and  Waldeckers.  Several  regiments  of  Hessian  infantry  were  ex- 
pected to  arrive  shortly,  when  the  army  would  be  swelled  to  the 
number  of  thirty-five  thousand  combatants,  of  the  best  troops  of  Eu- 
rope, all  abundantly  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  mani- 
festing an  extreme  ardor  for  the  service  of  their  king.  The  plan 
was,  first  to  get  possession  of  New  York,  which  was  deemed  of  most 
essential  importance. 

**  To  mitt  thifl  impending  storm,  Congreae  had  ordained  the  conatraction  of  nAs,  gun. 
boats,  galleys,  and  floating  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  port  of  New  York  and  the 
moatfa  of  the  Hudson.  They  had  also  decreed  that  thirteen  thousand  of  the  provincial 
anfitia  should  join  the  army  of  Washington,  who,  being  seasonably  apprized  of  the  danger 
of  New  York,  had  made  a  movement  into  that  quarter;  they  also  directed  the  organiza. 
ikm  of  a  ccHps  of  ten  thousand  men,  destined  to  serve  as  a  reserve  in  the  province  of  the 
eentre.  AU  the  weakest  posts  had  been  carefully  intrenched,  and  furnished  with  artillery. 
A  ftrong  detachment  occupied  Long  Island,  to  prevent  the  English  from  landing  there,  or 
flb  repube  them  if  they  should  efiect  a  debarkation.  But  the  amiy  of  Congress  was  voir 
frr  from  having  all  the  necessary  means  to  support  the  burden  of  so  terrible  a  war.  u 
wanted  arms,  and  it  was  wasted  by  diseases.  The  reiterated  instances  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  had  drawn  into  his  camp  the  militia  of  the  neighboring  provinces,  and  some  regular 
legiments  from  Maryland,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  from  New  England,  which  had  swelled 
km  army  to  the  number  ojf  twenty-seven  thousand  men ;  but  a  fourth  of  these  troops  were 
composed  of  invalids,  and  scarcely  was  another  fourth  furnished  with  arms. 

**  The  American  army,  such  as  it  was,  occupied  the  positions  most  suitable  to  cover  the 
menaced  points.  The  corps  which  had  been  stationed  on  Liong  Island,  was  commanded 
by  Migor^eneral  Greene,  who,  on  account  of  sickness,  was  afterward  succeeded  by  Gene- 
ral Sullivan.  The  main  body  of  the  anny  encamped  on  the  island  of  New  York,  which,  it 
appeared,  was  destined  to  receive  the  first  blows  of  the  English. 

**  Two  feeble  detachments  guarded  Governor's  Island  and  the  point  of  Paulus*  Hook. 
The  militia  of  the  province,  commanded  by  the  American  General  Clinton,  were  posted 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Sound,  where  they  occupied  the  two  Chestera,  East  and  West,  and 
New  Rochelle.  For  it  was  to  be  feared  that  the  enemy,  landing  in  force  upon  the  north 
■here  of  the  Sound,  might  penetrate  to  Kingsbridge,  and  thus  eniHrely  lock  up  all  the  Amer- 
Scan  troope  on  the  island  of  New  York.  Lord  Howe  made  some  overtures  of  peace  upon 
tarma  of  submission  to  the  royal  clemency,  which,  resulting  in  nothing,  decided  the  British 
general  to  attack  Long  Island.  *  Accordingly,'  says  Botta,  *  on  the  twenty^econd  of  Au. 
giMt,  the  fleet  approached  the  Narrows;  all  tlie  troops  found  an  easy  and  secure  landing. 
place  between  the  villages  of  Gravesend  and  New  Utrecht,  where  they  debarked  without 
Bcetiog  any  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Americans.  A  great  part  of  the  American  army, 
nnder  the  command  of  General  Pumam,  encamped  at  Brooklyn  in  a  part  of  the  island  which 
fbrme  a  sort  of  peninsula.  He  had  strongly  for'ified  the  entrance  of  it  with  moats  and  in. 
ttencfaments ;  hM  left  wing  rested  upon  the  Wallabout  bay,  and  his  right  was  covered  by  a 
nanh  contiguous  to  Gotoanut'  Cove.  Behind  him  he  had  Governor's  Island,  and  the  arm 
uf  the  sea  which  separates  Long  Island  from  the  Island  of  New  York,  and  which  gave  him 
m,  direct  communication  with  the  city,  where  the  other  part  of  the  army  was  stationed  under 
Waebington  himaeE  The  commander.in.chief,  perceiving  the  battle  was  approschingt 
ma^uuJ^  nhorted  hie  men  to  keep  their  tanks,  and  summon  aQ  their  ooorege :  ha  nt 
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minded  them  that  in  their  valor  rested  the  only  hope  that  remained  to  Amerievi  fibMf ; 
upon  their  resistance  depended  the  preservation  or  the  pillage  of  their  property  by  barbui 
that  they  were  about  to  combat  in  defence  of  their  parents,  their  wives,  and  their  cUldna, 
from  the  outrages  of  a  licentious  soldiery ;  that  the  eyes  of  America  were  fixed  upon  hm 
champions,  and  expected  from  their  success  on  this  day  either  safety  or  total  desonicikia.* 

**  The  English  having  efTected  their  landing,  inarched  rapidly  for- 
ward. The  two  armies  were  separated  by  a  chain  of  hillsy  covered 
with  woods,  called  the  heights,  and  which,  running  from  west  to  eaatp 
divide  the  island  into  two  parts.  They  are  only  practicable  upon 
three  points  :  one  of  which  is  near  the  Narrows ;  the  road  leading  to 
that  of  the  centre  passes  the  village  of  Flatlmsh ;  and  the  third  is  ap- 

!>roached,  far  to  the  right,  by  the  route  of  another  village  called  Fm- 
ands.  Upon  the  summit  of  the  hills  is  found  a  road,  which  follows 
the  length  of  the  range,  and  leads  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica^  which  is 
intersected  by  the  two  roads  last  described :  these  ways  are  aU  in- 
terrupted by  precipices,  and  by  excessively  difficult  and  narrow 
defiles. 

**  The  American  general,  wishing  to  arrest  the  enemy  upon  then 
heights,  had  carefully  furnished  them  with  troops ;  so  thiat,  if  all  had 
done  their  duty,  the  English  would  not  have  been  able  to  force  the 
passages  without  extreme  difficulty  and  danger.  The  posts  wert  io  , 
frequent  upon  the  road  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica,  that  it  was  easy  Ifl^- 
transmit,  from  one  of  these  points  to  the  other,  the  most  prompt  itt 
telliffence  of  what  passed  upon  the  three  routes.  Colonel  MUes,  imt  / 
his  battalion,  was  to  guard  the  road  of  Flatland,  and  to  scour  it  eo^ 
tinually  with  his  scouts,  as  well  as  that  of  Jamaica,  in  l>rder  to  reooi^ 
noitre  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Meanwhile  the  British  Bxmf 
pressed  forward,  its  lefl  wing  being  to  the  north  and  its  right  to  the 
south ;  the  village  of  Flatbush  was  found  in  its  centre.  The  Hes- 
sians, commanded  by  General  Heister,  formed  the  main  body ;  the 
English,  under  Maior-seneral  Grant,  the  left ;  and  the  other  corps,  ooih 
ducted  by  General  Clmton,  and  the  two  lords,  Percy  and  Comwallii, 
composed  the  right  In  this  wing  the  British  generals  had  placed 
their  principal  hope  of  success ;  they  directed  it  upon  Flatland.  Their 
plan  was,  that  while  the  corps  of  General  Grant,  and  the  Hessians 
of  General  Heister,  should  disquiet  the  enemy  upon  the  two  first  de- 
files, the  left  wing,  taking  a  circuit,  should  march  through  Flatlaiidf 
and  endeavor  to  seize  the  point  of  intersection  of  this  road  with  thst 
of  Jamaica ;  and  then  rapidly  descending  into  the  plain  which  extends 
at  the  foot  of  the  heights  upon  the  other  side,  snould  fall  upon  ths 
Americans  in  flank  and  rear.  The  English  hoped,  that  as  tnis  post 
was  the  most  distant  from  the  centre  of  the  army,  the  advaiicad 
guards  would  be  found  more  feeble  there,  and  perhaps  more  n^ii» 
gent :  finally,  they  calculated  that,  in  all  events,  the  Americans  would 
not  be  able  to  defend  it  against  a  force  so  superior.  This  right  wmg 
of  the  English  was  the  most  numerous,  and  entirely  composed  of  se- 
lect troops. 

"  The  erening  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  August,  Genera]  Clinton  commanded  lbs 
which  oonsiiited  in  light  infanny ;  Lord  Percy  the  centre,  where  were  §fmaA  tba  ^ 
tha  avtOliqrv  sad  lbs  wvalqr;  and  ComwaUit,  iha  raar-giiaxd«  fiiUowdL  bf  4» 
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Ugha^toi  of  infimtry  tad  of  iMtTfarffflerjr;  lU  dili  pvt  of  dia  BbglUi  mnf  pot 
tmlTiii  mocioB  with  idmiralito  order  and  aUence,  wad  leanng  FlatUnd,  tnvwied  the  eoiiii. 
mr  eiMed  New  Lote.  Cokmel  Ifilee,  who  this  night  perforaied  his  service  with  little  eib 
•finOiiv  did  not  peiceiTe  the  ipproech  of  die  enemy ;  so  that  two  horns  befbie  day  the 
■mfUi  were  already  atiWed  within  a  half  mile  of  the  road  to  Jamaica,  npon  the  heiflhtt. 
niin  Gaaeial  Ctinton  haited«  and  prefMrsd  himaalf  for  the  attack.  He  had  met  one  of  the 
•aamy^  patrols  and  made  him  prisoner.  General  Sullivan,  who  commanded  all  the  trom 
b  advance  of  the  camp  of  Brooklyn,  had  no  advice  of  what  passed  in  this  quarter.  He 
Mgleeted  to  send  out  (rash  scouts ;  perhaps  he  supposed  the  En^ish  would  direct  dieir 
friDcipal  efforts  sfainst  his  tight  wing,  as  being  nearest  to  them. 

**  General  Clinton,  learning  from  1^  prisoners  that  the  road  to  Jamaica  was  not  guarded, 
tMStened  to  avail  himself  of  the  circumstance,  and  occupied  it  by  a  rapid  movement 
Without  loss  of  dme  he  immediately  bore  to  his  left  towards  Bedfoid,  and  seized  an  im- 
It  defile,  which  the  American  generals  had  left  unguarded.  FVom  this  moment  the 
I  of  the  day  was  decided  in  fiivor  of  the  English.  Lord  Percy  came  up  with  Us 
and  the  entire  column  deecended  by  the  village  of  Bedford  from  the  heights  into 
flto  plain  which  lay  between  the  hills  and  the  camp  of  the  Americans.  During  this  time 
Qauatal  Grant,  in  order  to  amuse  the  enemy,  and  divert  his  attention  from  the  events 
yincb  took  place  upon  the  route  of  Flatland,  endeavored  to  disquiet  him  upon  his  right : 
•eeoidinigly,  as  if  he  intended  to  force  the  defile  which  led  to  it,  he  had  put  himself  in  mo- 
ifon  about  midnight,  and  had  attacked  the  militia  of  New  York  and  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
'  it.  Th^  at  first  gave  ground ;  but  General  Parsons  being  arrived,  and  having 
I  ao  eflsiiiencet  he  renew^  the  combat,  and  maintained  his  position  till  Brigadiar- 
Lord  Stiriiqg  came  to  his  assistance  with  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  action  be* 
titremely  animated,  and  fortune  favored  neither  the  one  nde  nor  the  other.  The 
1^  OB  iheir  part,  had  attacked  the  centre  at  brsak  of  day ;  and  the  Americans,  eoou 
by  Gaasral  SoUivan  in  perMm,  valiandy  sustained  their  efforts.  At  |he  eame  time 
^Sso  ahipa,  after  havii^  made  several  movements,  opened  a  very  brisk  cannonade 
\  battery  established  in  the  little  island  of  Red  Hook,  upon  the  right  flank  of  the 
who  combated  against  General  Grant.  This  also  was  a  diversion,  the  object 
m  to  prevent  them  from  attending  to  what  passed  in  the  centre  and  on  the  left. 
Americans  defended  diemselves,  however,  with  extreme  gallantry,  ignorant  that  ao 
valor  was  eierted  in  vain,  since  victory  was  already  in  the  haiods  of  the  eneiny. 
tl  CBntdta  being  deecended  into  the  plain,  feU  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  centre,  whidi 
a^gagisd  widi  this  Heasiaos.  He  had  previously  detached  a  small  cotpst  in  order  to 
ialHoepC  me  Americans. 

^  As  toon  as  the  appearance  of  the  English  light  infantry  apprized 
them  of  their  dan^r,  they  sounded  the  retreat,  and  retired  in  good 
ordev  towards  their  camp,  bringing  off  their  artillery.  But  they  soon 
fell  in  with  the  party  of  royal  troops  which  had  occujHed  the  ground 
OB  their  raar,  and  who  now  charged  them  with  fury ;  they  were 
oompsUed  to  throw  themselves  into  the  neighboring  woods,  where 
they  nwt  Main  with  the  Hessians,  who  repulsed  them  upon  the  £ng*> 
Itab;  ud  ttms  the  Americans  were  driven  several  times  by  the  one 
uabM  the  other  with  great  loss.  They  continued  for  some  time  in 
i&M  jfltjpemte  situation,  till  at  length  several  regiments,  animated  by 
an  heroic  valors  opened  their  way  through  the  midst  of  the  enemy, 
and  gailied  tbe  camp  of  General  Putnam ;  others  escaped  through 
the  woods.  The  inequality  of  the  ground,  the  great  numbers  of  po- 
•itioBS  which  it  c^red,  and  the  disorder  which  {»^vailed  throughout 
Ukt  line,  were  the  cause  that  for  several  hours  divers  partial  combats 
^pfcn  misititamed,  in  which  many  of  the  Americans  feU. 

'^Thrir  left  wing  and  centre  being  discomfited,  the  ESnglish,  desire 
(mm  of  a  complete  victory,  made  a  rapid  movement  against  the  rear 
cf  the  right  wing,  which,  in  ignorance  of  the  misfortune  which  had 
lliowBMi  w  other  corps,  was  engaged  with  General  Grant  Finally, 
kwfiag  noaivod  the  intelligence,  they  relived     But,  encoHK^erii^ 


2SS  TOiM  oovnTt 

the  English,  who  cut  off  their  retreat,  a  part  of  the  noldien  took 
shelter  in  the  woods;  others  endeavored  to  make  their  wray  thronch 
the  marshes  of  Gowan's  Cove ;  but  here  many  were  drowned  in  & 
waters  or  perished  in  the  mud ;  a  very  smaO  number  only  escaped 
the  hot  pursuit  of  the  victors,  and  reached  the  camp  in  safety.  The 
total  loss  of  the  Americans,  in  this  battle,  was  estimated  at  more  than 
three  thousand  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Among  the 
last  were  Ibund  General  Sullivan,  and  Brigadier-geDeral  Lord  Ster- 
ling. Almost  the  entire  regiment  of  Maryland,  consisting  of  young 
men  of  the  best  families  in  that  province,  was  cut  to  pieces.  Sii 
pieces  of  cnnnon  fell  into  the  power  of  the  victors.  The  loss  of  the 
English  was  very  inconsiderable;  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisonen, 
it  did  not  amoimt  to  four  hundred  men. 

"  The  enemy  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  lines ;  and  on  the 
succeeding  night  broke  ground  within  six  hundred  yards  of  a  redoubt 
on  the  leii,  and  threw  up  a  brcasl-work  on  the  Wallabout  height*, 
upon  the  Debevoice  farm,  commenced  firing  on  Fort  Putnam,  and 
reconnoitred  the  American  forces.  The  Americans  were  here  pre- 
pared to  receive  them  ;  and  orders  issued  to  the  men  to  reaerve  tnelr 
fire  till  they  could  see  the  eyes  of  the  enemy.  A  few  of  the  Britiili 
officers  reconnoitred  the  position,  and  one,  on  coming  Dear,  wat  AtH 
by  William  Van  Cotts,  of  Bushwick.  The  same  attemoon  Caplui 
Rutgers,  brother  of  the  late  Colonel  Rutgers,  also  fell.  Several  otlier 
British  troops  were  killed,  and  the  column  which  had  incautioaihr 
advanced,  fell  back  beyond  the  range  of  the  American  fire.  In  iki 
critical  state  of  the  American  army  on  Long  Island — in  front  a  na- 
merous  and  victorious  enemy  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  the 


Washington's  Quarten  at  Gatoanus,  Brooklyn* 

fleet  indicating  an  intention  of  forcine  a  passage  up  the  Eait  rirer, 
the  troops  lying  without  shelter  from  heavy  rams,  fatigued  and  dii- 
pirited—General  Washington  determined  to  wit^raw  the  army  from 

■  Thw  dwelling,  (he  head.quarlcn  of  Wuhington  when  on  Long  Utuid,  ii  now  amwd 
hf  Mr.  Cortelrou,  ind  ii  ainiatett  on  the  Guwuiu  rowi  neir  the  ms  Aon,  •  mit  mAt 
Mlf  diaunt  from  ibe  natb  Umf. 
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the  istand ;  and  this  difficult  movement  was  effected  Mrith  great  skill 
and  judgment,  and  with  complete  success.  The  retreat  was  to  have 
oommenced  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  29th,  but  a  strong 
northeast  wind  and  a  rapid  tide  caused  a  delay  of  several  hours ;  a 
southwest  wind  springing  up  at  eleven,  essentially  facilitated  its  pa»- 
■age  from  the  island  to  the  city ;  and  a  thick  fog  hanging  over  LfOng 
bland  towards  morning,  concealed  its  movements  from  the  enemy, 
who  were  so  near  that  the  sound  of  their  pick-axes  and  shovels  were 
distinctly  heard  by  the  Americans. 

^  General  Washington,  as  far  as  possible,  inspected  every  thing 
from  the  commencement  of  the  action  on  the  morning  of  the  27th ; 
till  the  troops  were  safely  across  the  river,  he  never  closed  his  eyes, 
and  was  almost  constantly  on  horseback.  After  this  the  British  and 
their  alUes,  the  tories  and  refugees,  had  possession  of  Long  Island  ; 
and  many  distressing  scenes  occurred,  which  were  never  made  pub- 
lic, and  can  therefore  never  be  known.  The  whigs,  who  had  been 
al  ail  active  in  behalf  of  independence,  were  exiled  from  their  homes, 
and  their  dwellings  were  objects  of  indiscriminate  plunder.  Such  as 
could  be  taken,  were  incarcerated  in  the  church  of  New  Utrecht 
and  Flatlands ;  while  royalists,  by  wearing  a  red  badge  in  their  hats, 
were  protected  and  encouraged.  It  is  beueved  that  had  Lord  Howe 
•▼ailed  himself  of  the  advantages  he  possessed  by  passing  his  ships 
up  the  river  between  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  the  whole  American 
anny  must  have  been  almost  inevitably  captured  or  annAiilated. 
Ceneral  Washington  saw  but  too  plainly  the  policy  which  might 
have  been  pursued,  and  wisely  resolved  rather  to  abandon  the  island 
than  attempt  to  retain  it  at  the  risk  of  sacrificing  his  army." 

BusHwicK  is  situated  in  the  N£.  extremity  of  Kings  county.  Pop- 
ulation of  the  town,  including  Williamsburg,  6,389.  The  settlement  of 
the  town  was  commenced  by  the  Dutch,  who  were  joined  many  years 
after  by  a  number  of  Huguenot  families,  whose  descendants  are  nu* 
merous  and  respectable  in  this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  The  name 
is  of  Dutch  origin,  indicating  that  the  territory  was  remarkable  for 
the  woods  which  covered  its  surface  in  early  times.  From  the  or* 
'  ganization  of  the  town  till  1690,  it  was  for  certain  civil  purposes 
assodated  with  the  other  towns  in  the  county,  except  Gravesend, 
constitoiiiig  a  separate  district  under  the  appellation  of  the  **  Five 
Dutch  T€wn$r  and  for  which  a  secretary  or  register  was  specially 
commissioned  by  the  governor  to  take  proofs  of  wills,  of  marriage 
settlements,  &c.  These  five  towns  formed  but  one  ecclesiastical 
congregation.  The  population  of  Bushwick  was  inconsiderable  at 
the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war.  The  vicinity  of  its  forests  to  the 
garrisons  and  barracks  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  led  to  the  entire 
waste  of  the  valuable  timber,  which  abounded  at  the  commencement 
of  the  contest 

**  On  th«  IStfa  of  May,  1664,  the  magiitretes  of  this  town  aentencod  one  John  Van  Lf 

dan,  oonTicted  of  publiahiog  a  libel,  to  be  fastened  to  a  stake,  with  a  bridle  in  his  mout^ 

I    Mbt  rode  under  his  arm,  and  a  label  on  his  breast  with  the  words,  *  wriUr  of  hmpoomt^ 

film  MOMtr,  ot4  defmner  of  magittrat€9t*  upon  it,  and  then  to  be  banished  from  the  coio. 

agr.    An  inff*fn*ff  atoo  oocuned,  of  a  deigjrman,  who  had  jmpropertjr  aairiad  a  oonple, 
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of  1^  delinquent,  wo  mitigated  br  the  gOTernat  lo  banitl       ...  .... 

CMTicled  of  ibeft,  wu  compelled  lo  itind  for  the  Epice  of  three  iKmn  under  •  siUintik 
withe  rope  annuid  his  Deck  uid  en  empty  ecabbinj  in  hii  huida.  In  IBM  pefiwiwiM '— 
giTen  b^  the  town  to  Abnham  Jensoa  to  erect  ■  mill  on  Meepeib  Kill,  wbich  wee  jnbiilf 
tbe  Gral  weter.mill  buill  within  the  town,  end  for  grinding  of  the  town's  grain  be  wh  W 
receive  (he  'eutttnury  dutUi,'  Noyember  13, 1695,  the  court  ofeeeeiaDe  of  KiDCicoa^ 
made  en  cider  >  Tlial  Mad  Jamet  ehouid  be  kept  at  ihe  eipenae  of  tba  ooimtf ,  and  Ail 
die  deaeoua  of  each  towne  within  iha  ume  doe  fbrthwidi  meet  logeiher,  and  eMMdacabiM 
''  " '' '—'-  -  le  of  uid  Junee.'" 


t         Wextem  view  of  WilHamshurg,  New  York. 

The  above  showi  the  sppearaoce  of  the  central  part  of  the  villi^ 
of  Williamsburg,*  as  seen  from  the  New  York  side  of  the  EmI  ' 
river.  This  flourishing  village  was  till  within  a  few  years  an  incO^ 
siderable  place,  although  it  was  commenced  by  a  few  spirited  indh 
Tiduals  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  by  erecting  a  few  houses  and  estab- 
lishing a  ferry  between  it  ano  the  foot  of  Grand-street.  Id  1817,  t 
feny  boat,  impelled  by  horse  power,  gave  Williamsburg  a  new  in- 
pulse,  and  in  1837,  an  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained.  Tbe  vfl- 
lage  has  a  bold  water  front  upon  the  East  rirer,  one  mile  and  a  hatf 
in  extent,  and  a  sufhcient  depth  of  water  for  all  commercial  purpoaeft 
Severd  lar^  and  substantial  wharves  and  docks  have  been  con- 
structed, amrding  safe  and  convenient  moorings  for  vessels  even  at 
the  largest  class.  Its  ferr^  is  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  opps 
parts  of  the  city  of  New  York  from  the  eastern  towns  of  Long  Island, 
by  two  lines  of  steam  ferry  boats.  So  great  has  been  tbe  prosiMs 
of  improvement  that  the  ancient  village  of  Bushwick  can  scarcly  be 
identified,  having  been  amalgamated  with  Williamsburg.  The  ^ 
lage  has  now  upwards  of  70  streets  permanently  laid  out,  about  thiitf 
orwhich  have  been  graded  and  regulated,  some  paved,  and  one  mao- 
adamized.  There  are  upwards  of  six  hundred  dwellings,  5  churches-" 
8  Methodist,  1  Dutch  Reformed,  and  1  EpiscopSLP— a  newspaiier 
printing  office,  and  manufacturing  establishments  of  varioas  ndii 
Population  of  the  village  5,094. 

■  WmiuMbws  bM  racADilr  .bMo  jMMMd  into  a  aapanli  UwB. 
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Flatbubh,  called  by  the  Datch  Midwout,  or  Middle  Woods^  was 
fnt  settled  in  1651.  In  Dec,  1654,  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  who  seems  to 
hftve  exercised  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil  and  military  authority, 
gtve  orders  that  a  house  of  public  worship  should  be  erected  in  this 
lowDy  **  sixty  feet  lone;,  thirty-eight  wide,  and  fourteen  feet  in  height 
Mow  the  beams."  m  1655,  he  issued  his  commands  that  the  people 
^  Brooklyn  and  Amersfort  should  assist  the  people  of  Midwout  in 
l^etting  timber  for  the  house.  This  building  cost  4,637  guilders.  This, 
It  appears,  was  the  first  church  erected  on  the  island.  The  Rev. 
Jokannis  Polhemus  was  employed  to  preach  soon  after  its  erection, 
with  a  salary  of  1,040  guilders,  (about  9460,)  raised  by  fissessment 
upon  the  towns  in  which  he  officiated.  *^  He  was  required  by  the 
governor  in  1656,  to  preach  every  Sunday  morning  at  Midwout; 
md  in  the  afternoon,  alternately  at  Amersfort  and  Brooklyn. 
^^Tbe  soil  in  this  township  is  generally  of  a  good  quality,  and  by 
'^  cultivation  is  made  highly  productive.  The  villa£[e  of  Flat- 
is  about  four  miles  from  the  City  Hall  of  New  Yoi^,  and  has 
'  splendid  private  residences  finely  situated.  The  courthouse 
eouDty  was  erected  here  in  16S5,  and  the  courts  continued  to 
fo  ddd  therein  till  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1882.  Erasmus  Hall^  an 
•risaidemical  institution,  was  incorporated  in  1787,  and  has  ever  main* 
tained  a  high  reputation.    Pop.  2,099. 

Flatlands  was  originally  called  by  the  Dutch,  New  Amersfort 
The  settlement  was  commenced  in  1636 ;  and  one  of  the  first  grants 
4pr  land  was  that  for  Barren  Island,  which  at  that  time  was  much 
mrgdi  than  at  present,  and  covered  with  cedar  and  other  timber 
jvhich  has  long  smce  disappeared.  Ex-governor  Van  Twiller  had 
'm,  fiurm  in  this  town  at  the  time  of  its  first  settlement  The  village 
4if  Flatlands,  situated  about  8  miles  from  Brooklyn,  is  a  pleasant 
^ipot,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  Dutch  church,  originally  erected 
*jft  1661,  and  has  been  sin<'e  twice  rebuilt  Pop.  810. 
.  **  The  surface  of  the  towu  is,  as  its  name  indicates,  a  perfectlevel ; 
ibe  soil,  a  lieht  sandy  loam,  warm  and  pleasant  to  till ;  and  from  the 
ilull  and  inoustry  of  its  farming  population,  yields  a  large  amount  over 
and  above  the  wants  of  the  mnabitants.  The  people,  generally,  are 
aonspicuous  for  habits  of  economy ;  and  modem  fashions  have  not 
yet  extinguished  their  love  of  simplicity  and  substantial  comfort'' 

**  An  eztnordinaiy  interview  took  place  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1691,  between  the  sot* 
Unior  of  New  York  and  a  sachem  of  Long  Island,  attended  hy  his  two  sons  and  30  other 
la^&um.  The  sachem,  on  being  introduced,  congramlated  Gov.  Slaughter,  in  an  eloquent 
Manner,  npon  his  arrival,  and  solicited  his  friendahip  and  protection  for  himself  and  his 
^•ople;  observing  that  he  bad  in  his  own  mind,  fancied  his  excellency  was  a  mighty  taU 
■HM,  witk  wide  tfreading  branches ;  and  therefore  he  prayed  leave  to  tfoop  under  tke 
'dkmima  thereof.  Of  old  (said  he)  the  Indians  were  a  ^freat  and  mighty  people^  but  now 
ibmw  are  reduced  to  a  mere  handful.  He  concluded  his  visit  by  presenting  the  governor 
wim  30  fiithoms  of  wampum,  which  he  graciously  accepted,  and  desired  the  sachem  to  visit 
Ifan  wsin  in  the  afternoon.  On  taking  their  leave,  the  youngest  son  of  the  sachem  handed 
alModie  of  brooms  to  the  officer  in  attendance,  sajring  at  the  same  time,  *  that  as  Leiaier 
and  Us  party  lad  left  the  house  very  foul,  he  had  brought  the  brooms  with  him  for  (he  pur- 
MM  of  maluDg  it  clean  again.'  In  the  afternoon  the  sachem  and  his  party  again  visited 
flbs  govvmor,  who  made  a  speech  to  them,  and  on  receiving  a  few  preaenta  diey  deputed." 
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Gravesend  occupies  the  most  southerly  part  of  Kings  couDty. 
Much  of  this  town  consists  of  salt  marsh,  not  more  than  one  third 
being  under  cultivation ;  the  surface  is  generally  level,  but  near  the 
seashore  there  are  some  ridges  of  sand  hills.  Coney  Island,  which 
covers  the  town  on  the  ocean,  is  about  5  miles  long  by  1  in  breadth. 
The  central  part  of  the  town  is  about  10  miles  from  the  city  of  New 
York.  Pop.  799.  This  place  was  settled  by  English  emigrants  from 
Massachusetts  as  early  as  1640,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Gravesend, 
they  having  sailed  from  a  pIsLce  of  that  name  in  England,  on  their 
departure  for  America.  They  were  soon  after  joined  by  Lad? 
Deborah  Moody,  a  woman  of  rank,  education,  and  wealth,  who,  widi 
her  associates,  were  obliged  to  leave  Lynn,  and  other  places  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  account  ot  their  religious  sentiments. 

"  Considering  the  situation  of  this  town  calculated  it  for  the  site  of  a  commercid  viBtge, 
they  proceeded  almost  immediately  to  lay  out  10  acres  of  ground  near  the  centre,  intostrreti 
and  squares,  which  they  enclosed  with  a  palisado  defence.  The  plan  of  the  villace  it  sdl 
preserved  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  town,  and  is  worthy  admiration  for  its  aimp&ity  aad 
beauty.  It  seems  the  project  was  soon  afler  abandoned  on  discovering  the  insuffidrni 
depth  of  the  water  for  the  approach  of  large  vessels.  One  of  the  original  squares  of  ihs 
contempla'ed  city  was  occupied  by  the  courthouse  of  the  county  so  long  at  the  courts  cod. 
tinued  to  be  hold  here ;  another  contained  the  first  Duich  church ;  and  a  third  has  lo^f 
been  used  for  a  public  cemetery.  On  the  same  plot  are  a  considerable  number  of  gnvti 
of  the  first  Quakers,  the  whole  of  which  have  been  levelled  by  the  plough,  except  that  ii 
Peter  Sullivan  and  his  wife,  at  the  head  of  which  is  a  large  granite  slab,  containing  onlythi 
names  of  the  deceased.  As  this  particular  sect  make  no  use  of  such  meaiorials,  it  wm 
probably  placed  here  by  some  friend  or  relative  who  was  not  a  Quaker.** 

In  1645,  a  general  patent  for  this  town,  written  in  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish, was  obtained  from  Gov.  Kieft.  The  patentees  named  therein  ue 
Lady  Deborah  Moody,  Sir  Henry  Moody,  Baronet,  Ensign  Geom 
Baxter,  and  Sergeant  James  Hubbard  with  their  associates.  We 
find  in  Mr.  Lewis's  **  History  of  Lynn,"  that  Lady  Moody  came  to 
that  town  in  1640 ;  also, 

**  That  in  1635,  she  went  from  one  of  the  remote  counties  in  England  to  London,  when 
she  remained  in  opposition  to  a  statute  which  directed  that  no  person  should  reside  beyond 
a  limited  time  from  their  own  homea.  On  the  21st  of  April  in  that  year,  the  court  of  stst 
chamber  ordered  that  *  Dame  Deborah  Mowdie,'  and  others,  should  return  to  their  heredity 
ments  in  40  days,  as  a  good  example  necessary  for  the  poorer  class.  Soon  after  her  airifal 
at  Lynn,  she  united  with  the  church  of  Salem ;  and  on  the  13th  of  May,  the  court  grantsd 
her  400  acres  of  land.  In  1641,  she  purchased  the  farm  of  the  deputy-^venor,  Joho 
Humphry,  called  Swamscut,  for  which  she  paid  JC1,100.  Some  time  after  she  became  in^ 
bued  with  the  erroneous  idea  that  the  baptism  of  infants  was  a  sinful  ordinance,  and  sht 
was  therefore  ezconununicatcd ;  and  in  1643,  she  removed  to  Long  Island.  Gotemor 
Winthrop,  in  his  journal  sajrs,  that  *  in  1643,  Lady  Moody  was  in  the  colony  of 


setts,  a  wise  and  anciently  religious  woman ;  and  being  taken  with  the  error  of  denyiv 
baptism  to  infants,  was  dealt  with  accordingly  by  many  of  the  eldeis  and  others,  and  •£ 
monished  by  tlie  church  of  Salom,  whereof  she  was  a  member ;  but  persisting  stil],  and  to 
avoid  further  trouble,  &c.,  she  removed  to  the  Dutch  settlements,  against  the  advice  of  b« 
£riends.'  *  After  her  arrival  at  Long  Island,  (sajrs  Mr.  Lewis,)  she  experienced  much  trovUs 
from  the  Indians,  her  house  being  assailed  by  them  many  times.  Her  wealth  enabled  btf 
to  render  assistance  to  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  in  some  trouble  widi  the  neighboring  seulen,  m 
1664 ;  and  so  great  was  her  influence  over  him,  that  he  conceded,  in  part,  the  nominatifli 
of  the  magistrates  to  her.  In  the  quarterly  court  records,  her  son  is  styled  Skr  Hevf 
Moody.*  *  At  the  same  court,  14th  December,  1642,  the  Lady  Deborah  Moodj,  Miil 
King,  and  the  wi&  of  John  Tilton,  were  presented,  for  holding  that  the  baptiam  ot  in&Da 
ts  no  oidioaaca  of  God.'  From  these  historical  records  we  learn  the  reason  why  tfts  LMf 
Moody,  har  ■on  Sir  Heniy  Moody,  Ensign  Baxter,  Seigeant  Hubbard,  John  TQtoaiaad 
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of  her  MMciatea  and  friends,  left  New  Enf^land,  and  located  themselves  at  GrraTes- 
^  where  they  hoped  to  ei^joy  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  opinion,  unawed  hy  the  civil 
yb^irer,  and  be  allowed  unmolested  to  propagate  those  religious  opinions  which  to  them 
lliamed  most  agreeable  to  their  principles  of  reason  and  justice. 

**  On  the  first  of  January,  1643,  a  soldier  was  convicted  before  the  court  of  sessions*  at 
dmmend  of  having  left  his  station  while  on  guard,  and  was  punished  by  being  compelled 
i^ttL  upon  a  wooden  horse  during  the  parade,  with  a  pitcher  in  one  hand,  and  a  drawn 
iMiwd  in  the  other,  to  show  that  he  liked  beer  better  than  his  duty,  and  that  his  courage 
always  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  beer  he  consumed.    '  At  a  town  meeting,  held 


plumber  the  27th,  1644,  it  was  voted,  that  those  who  have  boweries,  (fartns,)~should 
|pf9  50  morgen  of  upland,  with  meadow  proportionable  to  their  stock ;  and  it  was  further 
^liferecf,  that  if  any  did  not  build  a  habitable  house  upon  it  before  the  last  day  of  May  next, 
dbMiId  be  defaulted,  and  forfeit  their  land  to  the  town.'  The  records  of  this  town,  which 
IpMe  uniformly  kept  in  the  English  language,  are  still  preserved  almost  entire.  They  com- 
Wmocm  with  the  year  1645  and  for  a  series  of  years  are  chiefly  occupied  with  the  records 
4lf  wills,  inventories,  letters  of  administration,  and  a  variety  of  private  contracts,  bargainsi 
Mies,  &c.  In  January,  1648,  the  town  elected  Sergeant  James  Hubbard,  a  man  of  respec 
Urittlior  and  influence,  to  execute  the  ofiice  of  schout,  or  constable,  which  was  considered  as 
MM  of  much  importance.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1649,  John  Furman  agreed  with  the  town 
tl^  keep  their  calves  three  months  for  20  guilders  a  month,  to  be  paid  in  money,  tobacco,  or 
and  some  bitters,  if  desired." 


*•  Coney  Island,  on  the  seaboard,  is  a  place  of  OTeat  resort  for 
9frangers  in  the  summer  season,  is  constantly  fanned  oy  cool  breezes, 
and  affords  an  unlimited  view  of  the  ocean. 

^  **  It  is  separated  from  the  main  of  Long  Island  by  a  narrow  creek  or  inlet,  over  which  a 
Ijimliinmci  bridge  has  been  erected.  There  is  a  fine  spacious  hotel  here,  called  the  Ocean 
ftme,  which  is  conducted  in  a  superior  manner ;  a  railroad  is  attached  to  the  establishment, 
ears  leave  the  hotel  for  the  beach,  a  distance  of  80  rods,  at  particular  intervals  during 
day.  The  bathing  at  this  place  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  United  States*  The 
.ch  is  a  beautiful  white  sand.  The  island  is  about  5  miles  long  and  1  wide,  and  is  en. 
fMitf  an  alluvial  formation.  The  destructive  effect  of  ocean  storms  has  long  been  very  visi- 
■  here,  for  much  of  what  was  once  Coney  Island  has  now  disappeared.  It  has  been 
}tured  by  some  persons  that  Coney  Island  proper.  200  years  ago,  lay  at  the  entrance 
ly  Hook,  and  was  separated  fi'om  the  present  Coney  Island  by  a  channel  of  consid- 
le  width,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  entirely  demolished  by  a  storm  about  1715. 
well  ascertained  that  in  1643  there  was  a  convenient  harbor  for  vessels  of  a  laiga 
which  is  now  in  a  great  measure  filled  up.  The  exposed  situation  of  this  island  sub- 
it  to  great  encroachments  of  the  sea,  and  to  the  probability  that  at  some  future  (though 
ips  distant)  period  it  will  be  entirely  destroyed.  In  a  terrible  gale  which  occurred 
the  coast  on  the  26th  of  January,  1839,  the  whole  of  Coney  Island,  with  the  excep- 
of  a  few  sand-hills,  was  completely  inundated  by  the  sea ;  the  basement  of  the  Ocean 
was  filled  with  water ;  the  bridge  was  carried  away,  several  small  vessels  were  cast 
<to  shore,  and  one  was  driven  a  considerable  distance  towards  Flatlands.'* 

New  Utrecht  is  at  the  west  end  of  Long  Island,  opposite  the  Nar- 
rows ;  9  miles  S.  from  Brooklyn.  The  soil  of  the  township  is  mostly 
a  light  loam  or  sand.  Pop.  1^283.  Bath  House  and  village  are  upon 
the  margin  of  the  bay,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Narrows,  having  a 
fiill  view  of  the  military  works  at  that  place.  It  is  quite  a  favorite 
place  of  resort  during  the  warm  season.     It  was  near  this  delightful 

£t  that  the  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Howe, 
cted  a  landing,  August  22,  1776,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  disas- 
trous  battle  of  Long  Island.  Fort  Hamilton,  at  the  Narrows,  has 
b(KX>me  an  important  military  station ;  several  handsome  buildings, 
with  an  Episcopal  church,  have  been  erected  at  this  place,  and  few 
MtuatioQS  can  boast  of  a  finer  prospect.  The  town  appears  to  have 
bem  first  settled  in  1654,*  by  about  20  families  firom  Holland,  and  a 
finr  Palatiiieay  who  at  fii^t  erected  a  blockhouse,  as  well  for  security 
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against  the  natives,  as  from  the  hordes  of  wandering  savages,  robben, 
and  pirates,  which  for  some  time  infested  the  country  and  this  put 
of  the  coast 

**  Some  yean  ago,  on  digging  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  at  the  Narrows,  more  thn  i 
wagon  load  of  Indian  stone  arrow.heada  were  discovered  lying  together,  under  arcmnsti^ 
ces  calculated  to  induce  the  belief,  that  a  large  manufactory  of  those  indispensftble  anidai 
of  Indian  warfare  once  existed  at  this  place ;  they  were  of  all  sizes,  from  one  to  aiz  indM 
in  length,  some  perfect,  others  only  partly  finished.  There  was  aJao  a  number  of  blodn 
of  the  same  kind  of  stone  found  in  the  same  rough  state  as  when  brought  from  the  qiiany; 
they  had  the  appearance  of  ordinary  flint,  and  were  nearly  as  hard ;  not  only  arrowJieadi, 
but  axes,  and  other  articles  of  domestic  utihty,  were  made  from  these  stones.  It  will  per. 
haps  forever  remain  a  matter  of  surprise  and  conjecture,  how  these  native  artificera,  dMik 
tute,  as  they  were,  of  iron  tools,  or  even  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  them,  could  fonn  and 
polish,  with  such  exquisite  art,  so  many  various  instruments  from  so  hard  a  materisL* 
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Lewis  county  was  taken  from  Oneida  in  1805,  and  named  in 
honor  of  (Jov.  Morgan  Lewis.  Centrally  distant  NW.  from  New 
York  275,  and  from  Albany  130  miles.  Greatest  length  N.  and  S. 
64 ;  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  35  miles.  The  whole  of  this  coimty 
was  mcluded  in  the  patent  from  the  state  to  Alexander  Macomb,  and 
was  sold  by  him  to  William  Constable,  and  by  the  latter  in  parceii: 
the  portion  west  of  the  Black  river,  to  capitalists  in  New  York  city, 
among  whom  Nicholas  Low,  Richard  Harrison,  and  Josiah  Ogden 
Hoffman,  were  principal  purchasers  ;  and  the  portion  on  the  east  of 
the  Black  river,  to  a  French  company  in  Paris.  From  these  sources 
the  present  possessors  derived  their  title.  The  first  settlements  com- 
menced here  in  1795,  by  pioneers  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, who  with  characteristic  enterprise  and  perseverance  entered  the 
wilderness  with  a  determination  to  surmount  the  most  formidable 
obstacles.  There  were  at  this  time  small  settlements  at  Utica  and 
Fort  Stanwix,  (now  Rome,)  whence  the  settlers  made  their  way  into 
this  county,  by  a  line  of  marked  trees,  to  the  High  Falls,  on  Black 
river ;  and  thence  floated  with  the  stream  to  the  town  of  Lowville, 
where  they  established  themselves.  Their  families  followed  in  the 
succeeding  winter,  shod  with  snow  shoes ;  mothers  making  their  way 
with  their  infants  in  their  arms,  whilst  their  husbands  and  fathen 
trod  paths  through  the  snow  for  their  cattle  and  teams.  It  was  not 
unusual,  some  time  after,  for  farmers  to  go  forty  miles  to  millt  and  to 
carry  the  grist  upon  their  shoulders. 

The  Black  river  divides  the  county  into  two  not  very  unequal  po^ 
tions.  Upon  this  river  are  broad  alluvial  flats,  of  easy  cultiyatioB 
and  highly  productive.  Of  the  Black  river  we  may  observe  hereb 
that  below  the  High  Falls  at  Leyden,  whtbh  are  63  feet  in  altitude^ 
it  has  a  tranquil  course  of  nearly  40  miles  through  the  country;  k 
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all  which,  it  is  navigable  for  steamboats.  The  Black  river  canal,  the 
construction  of  which  was  authorized  in  May,  1836,  commences  at 
Rome  in  Oneida  county. 

The  county  is  at  present  thinly  inhabited,  but  it  merits  attention 
from  the  great  forests  of  useful  timber  which  incumber  the  soil,  the 
beds  of  iron  ore  which  lie  beneath  it,  and  the  vast  water-power 
vhich  the  streams  supply.  The  staple  products  are  wheat,  rye, 
Indian  corn,  peas,  beans,  oats,  and  barley,  and  the  whole  country  is 
adapted  to  grass.     It  is  divided  into  11  towns.     Pop.  17,849. 

Denmark,  taken  from  Harrisburg  in  1807  ;.NW.  from  Albany  143 
miles.  It  is  watered  by  the  Deer  river,  which  has  at  one  place  a  fall 
of  175  feet,  nearly  perpendicular.  Denmark,  14  miles  N.,  and  Copen- 
hagen, 12  miles  Nw.  of  Martinsburg,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  2,398. 

Diana,  taken  from  the  northern  part  of  Watson  in  1830;  from 
Albany  150,  and  NE.  from  Martinsburg  22  miles.  Louisburg  is  a 
post-ofiice.     Pop.  883. 

Grbig,  taken  from  Watson  in  1828,  by  the  name  of  Brantingham ; 
NW.  from  Albany  150,  SE.  from  Martinsburg  18  miles.  Branting- 
ham and  Lyonsdale  are  post-ofiices.     Pop.  592. 

Harrisburg,  taken  from  Turin  as  part  of  Oneida  county  in  1803, 
and  settled  that  year ;  NW.  from  Albany  150,  centrally  distant  NW. 
from  Martinsburg  1 1  miles.  Harrisburg  post-office  is  on  the  Low- 
▼ille  and  Whitesville  road.     Pop.  850. 

LsTDEN,  taken  from  Steuben  when  part  of  Herkimer  county,  in 
1797 ;  NW.  from  Albany  116,  from  Martinsburg,  S.,  centrally  distant 
14  miles.  Leyden  Hill  and  Talcottville  are  small  villages.  Pop. 
3/438. 

LowviLLE,  taken  from  Mexico  when  part  of  Oneida  county,  ui 
1800;  and  named  after  Mr.  Nicholas  Low.  Pop.  2,047.  This 
place  is  distant  from  Albany  132  miles.  The  first  settler  was  Jona- 
than Rogers,  who  emigrated  from  Branford,  Ct.,  in  the  spring  of  1795. 
At  this  time  there  were  no  settlements  between  here  and  the  Canada 
line.  Many  others  emigrated  in  the  succeeding  summer  and  fall, 
among  whom  were  Moses  Waters,  James  Bailey,  Isaac  Perry,  Wil- 
liam and  Charles  Davenport,  Judge  Kelly,  Silas  Stow,  Esq.,  Moses 
Coffin,  and  David  Cobb.  Rev.  Isaac  Clinton,  a  Presbyterian,  was  the 
first  settled  clergyman.  During  the  early  settlement,  a  few  hundred 
of  the  St.  Regis  Indians  were  accustomed  to  hunt  in  this  vicinity,  and 
were  of  much  assistance  to  the  settlers.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
towns  in  the  county,  being  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  rich  lowlands 
of  the  Black  river.  Lowville,  on  the  great  road  from  Utica  to  Sack- 
etts  Harbor,  3i  miles  from  Martinsburg,  in  a  pleasant  valley,  hand- 
somely laid  out  in  squares,  is  the  largest  village  in  the  county,  and 
contains  1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist  church,  and  1  Or- 
thodox Friends  meetins-house,  a  flourishing  incorporated  Academy, 
a  printing  office,  publishing  a  weekly  paper,  1  large  grist  and  saw- 
mill, and  60  neat  dwellings.  Stowe's  Square  has  1  Presbyterian 
church,  and  a  few  dwellings.    There  is  a  post-office  callea  West 
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Southeastern  view  of  Lotoville. 

The  above  engraving  is  from  a  drawing  taken  on  the  road  to  Ifar- 
tinsburg  in  the  SB.  extremity  of  the  village.  The  Pmbjtmiaa 
church  is  at  the  bend  of  the  street,  and  the  spire  of  the  Baptist  at  the 
left.  The  steeples  of  the  Academy  and  Methodist  church  are  aeen 
on  the  right 

MAETiNSBusa,  taken  from  Lowille.  Champion,  and  Mexico,  ai  put 
of  Oneida  county,  22d  of  February,  1808;  NW.  from  AlbaoT  1S9^ 
and  N.  from  Utica  48  miles.  The  first  settler  was  Elijah  Kudwio, 
who  came  here  with  his  family  in  July.  I80I,  from  Waihington 
counly.  The  first  week  they  encamped  in  the  forest,  and  their  mid- 
nitfht  slumbers  were  disturbed  by  the  howling  of  bears  and  other 
wild  animals.  Baldwin  was  in  the  employ  of  Gen.  Walter  Martin, 
who  c.imc  shortly  al^cr  him,  and  whose  wealth  and  enterprise  soon 

S laced  the  settlement  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Eherd  Stevens  and 
[nthan  Cheney  came  about  the  same  time  with  Gen.  Martin,  a.{ieT 
whom  the  pliice  was  named.  Rev.  James  Murdock,  a  Presbyterian, 
was  the  first  settled  clergyman.  Miirtinsburg,  post  village  and  county 
town,  is  situated  upon  a  high  and  commanding  site,  contains  a  court- 
house and  prison  of  wood,  1  cotton,  and  1  woollen  factory,  40 
dwellings,  the  Lewis  County  Bank,  and  a  printing  office.  West 
Martinsbiirg  has  about  a  dozen  dwellings  and  a  post-ofHce.  Thii 
town  has  5  churches — viz :  2  Baptist,  2  Methodist,  and  1  Presbyteriaa 
Pop.  2,488. 

About  two  miles  in  a  southwesterly  direction  from  the  village  of 
Mnrtinsburg  is  a  remarkable  chasm,  near  the  junction  of  two  forks 
of  ihe  Whetstone  creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Black  river.  This  chasm 
is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  depth,  and  of  a  bowl-like  shape.  Od 
the  north  and  west  sides  the  rocks  are  nearly  perpendicular,  but  00 
the  soutli  sloping  and  covered  with  lofty  trees.  It  derives  its  name, 
that  of  Chimney  Point,  from  the  resemblance  which  a  prominence  in 
the  slate  rock  bears  to  the  termination  of  a  conical  pointed  chimneyi 
while  the  horizontal  strata  increase  the  likeness  by  iheir  similarity  to 


V  Chimney  Point  Oulf,  Martimlmrg. 

dlei.  The  above  drawing  waa  taken  od  the  louth  ndct  part  of  the  way 
Anni  the  chasm.  The  point  opposite,  about  six  or  eigiit  rods  distant, 
ii  the  one  from  which  its  name  is  derived,  and  the  beautiiiil  cascada 
Hf  nearly  one  hundred  feet  fall  is  one  of  the  forks  of  the  creek,  the 
vmlley  of  the  other  being  seen  in  the  distance.  The  two  unite  a  few 
loda  to  the  east  of  the  Chimney  Point.  The  visiter  usually  approaches 
His  spot  from  the  south.  The  surface  of  the  ground  is  the  vicinity 
arnearlv  level,  and  as  he  comes  upon  its  brink  suddenly,  its  wildness 
uitnkeB  nnn  with  awe.    Opposite  and  on  Uie  left  are  dark,  matty,  per- 

edicular  rocks ;  before  tuni  are  lofly  pines  and  hemlocks,  and  ax,  fiir 
>w,  as  it  were  in  the  very  bowels  of  the  earth,  through  the  o^en- 
ifegs  in  Ihe  fidiage,  indistinct  glimpses  are  caught  of  the  foaming  rivu- 
ll^  while  the  roar  of  the  waler&ll  and  the  grandeur  <^  the  surrounding 
ludscape  add  an  interest  to  the  scene  rarely  experienced.  AltJiougn 
Mknown  to  the  iasbionable  tourist,  this  [dace  is  not  without  incident 
About  90  roda  below,  and  on  the  Mine  sde  wbwe  the  drawing.ww 
81 
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taken,  is  a  rock  called  Peebles  Slide^  which  derives  its  name  from  the 
following  circumstance.  In  the  spring  of  1834,  as  Mr.  Chillus  L.  D. 
Peebles,  of  Martinsburg,  was  drawing  logs  near  the  precipice,  which 
here  generally  forms  the  boundary  of  the  river,  his  foot  slipped,  and 
he  fell.  For  the  first  twenty  or  thirty  feet  he  slid,  then  aescended 
from  the  precipice  perpendicularly  for  nearly  one  hundred  feet,  when 
striking  some  loose  rock  and  sand,  he  rolled  the  remainder  of  the  dis- 
tance to  the  bottom  of  the  ravine.  He  was  enabled  to  walk  to  i 
neij?hboring  house,  and  although  badly  bruised,  he  soon  recovered. 

FiNCKNEY,  taken  from  Harrisburg  and  Harrison  in  1808;  NW. 
from  Albany  163,  and  from  Martinsburg  centrally  distant  NW.  14 
miles.  The  town  was  settled  by  William  Henderson,  Esq.,  the  ori- 
ginal proprietor.     Pop.  907. 

Turin,  organized  as  part  of  Oneida  county  in  18(H) ;  NW.  finom 
Albany  121,  centrally  distant  SE.  from  Martinsburj^  6  miles.  Turin 
Four  Comers  and  Hlouseville  are  small  villages.     Fop.  1,704. 

Watson,  taken  from  Leyden  in  1821 ;  NW.  from  Albany  136 
miles.  Dayanville  is  a  small  village  founded  by  Charles  Dayan,  Esq., 
on  the  falls  of  the  Crystal  creek,  9  miles  N.  of  Martinsburg.  Bd- 
fort  and  Carter  are  post-offices.     Pop.  1,707. 

West  Tubin,  taken  from  Turin  in  1830 ;  NW.  from  Albany  190, 
centrally  distant  SW.  from  Martinsburg^  15  miles.  Constableville 
and  Coliinsville  are  small  post  villages.    I^op.  2,042. 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 

Livingston  countt  was  taken  from  Ontario  and  Genesee  counties 
in  1821.  Greatest  length  N.  and  S.  30 ;  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W. 
28  miles.  Centrally  distant  N  W.  from  New  York  360,  and  from  Al- 
bany W.  224  miles.  The  surface  of  the  country  is  in  some  parts 
hilly,  in  others  quite  level,  or  but  gently  undulated.  Flats  of  rich 
alluvion  border  the  Gtenesee  river  in  its  course  through  the  county 
from  1  to  2  miles  in  width,  but  a  gravelly  loam  predominates  on  the 
upland.  The  great  staples  are  wheat,  pork,  and  cattle.  Of  the  first, 
it  is  estimated  that  there  is  an  annual  surplus  of  over  a  million  of 
bushels.  The  Genesee  Valley  canal  enters  the  county  at  Caledonia, 
and  following  the  valley  of  the  Genesee,  crosses  the  same  near  Mount 
Morris,  and  passing  along  the  vallev  of  the  Cashqua  creek,  leaves  the 
county  in  the  southern  portion  of  Mount  Morris.  Four  miles  south 
of  Mount  Morris  village,  a  branch  runs  to  Dansville.  The  county  is 
part  of  the  tract  ceded  to  Massachusetts,  and  is  divided  into  12  towns. 
Pop.  35,710. 

Avon,  originally  named  Hartford,  and  organized  by  general  ses- 
sions of  Ontario  county  in  1789 ;  from  Albcuiy  220  miles.    Tliis  town 
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i  tetded  in  1790,  by  five  fiunilies  firom  Faraungton  in  CSonnectieat 
on  is  a  village  upon  the  upper  bank  of  the  Genesee,  10  mik»  NW. 
tn  Geneseo.  It  was  laid  out  in  1826,  by  James  Wadsworth,  Erni^ 
I  ooDtains  an  academy  and  about  70  neat  dwellingiL  The  river  is 
igable  20  miles  for  boats  to  the  Erie  canal,  atKochester,  with 
idi  it  is  connected  by  a  feeder.  **  The  situation  of  the  villajse  in^ 
t  of  the  most  fertile  and  beautifiil  portions  of  western  New  i  ork, 
i  the  valuable  medicinal  qualities  of  its  springs,  combine  to  render 
\  we  of  the  most  attractive  watering-places  in  the  state.  Three 
■Igs  have  already  been  discovered  here,  and  as  their  chemical 
iposition  does  not  difier  materially,  it  is  probable  that  they  exert 
ihr  effects  on  the  animal  economy.  Tne  first,  called  the  New 
an  Bath  Spring,  was  discovered  in  1835.  Its  depth  is  about.  M 
kiand  the  formation  through  which  the  water  passes  is  limey  slate, 
isater,  when  heated,  assumes  a  beautiful  green  color.  These 
tm  were  known  to  the  Senecas,  who,  until  within  a  few  ]rear% 
i3|lted  a  village  on  the  opjposite  bank  of  the  river  called  Canawa^ 
\  The  Indian  chief,  Rea  Jacket,  held  them  in  hi|^  estimation. 
Me  springs  are  rapidly  rising  in  public  favor,  and  the  place  ere 
If  is  aestined  to  become  a  second  Saratoga.  Upon  the  flats  there 
:  amgular  pond  about  2  miles  in  diameter,  in  an  irregular  circular 
fr;  a  neck  of  land  runs  into  and  expands  within  the  circle  occupy- 
^e  centre,  on  which  are  remains  of  ancient  Indian  works.**  E«st 
m,  11  miles  NE.,  and  LittePs  Mills,  8  miles  N.  from  Geneseo,  are 
liL  villages.  South  Avon  is  a  post-office.  Pop.  2,908. 
?he  Genesee  in  the  early  French  histories  is  called  the  Seneca 
IT,  probably  from  the  circumstance  that  its  rich  valleys  were  stud- 
with  the  villages  of  the  Senecas.  This  tribe,  one  of  the  Five 
ions,  was  on  terms  of  firiendship  with  the  English,  while  the  Indi- 
of  the  upper  lakes  were  strongly  attached  to  the  French.  The 
jects  of  these  rival  nations  were  exceedingly  jealous  of  each  other, 
dcularly  with  respect  to  the  Indian  trade,  which  both  endeavored 
tkonopolize.  Hence  hostilities  between  these  parties  often  occur- 
;  In  1787,  Monsieur  De  la  Barre,  the  governor  of  Canada,  havii^ 
le  an  imsuccessful  attempt  against  the  Five  Nations,  the  Marquis 
NonviUe,  his  successor,  resolved  to  retrieve  the  fidlen  honor  of 
coontrymen.  For  this  purpose  he  sent  messengers  to  the  tribes 
imd  the  northern  lakes,  and  succeeded  in  collecting  a  considerable 
y  of  Indians  to  assist  him  in  his  enterprise  against  the  Senecas. 

IWptiiiuii  to  this  expedition,  De  Nonville  collected  luge  soppliee  H  Cadtnckiii,  'now 
■IhO  in  anticipation  of  the  march  of  hia  troopa,  and  the  Indiatf  from  the  neicfabor* 
HQiuhee^  to  that  poet.  The  advance  of  hii  army,  cenaiadng  0/ two  or  three  hundrad 
ifim,  wflire  commanded  bj  M.  Campagnie,  who  aurpriaed  cwo  ?ill^ea  of  the  five 
Ml,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cadarackiii,  and  put  the  iohahitanta  to  death  widi  gnat 
^  to  prevent  them«  aa  it  waa  aaid,  from  conveying  io«Uigenoe  of  die  movomenii  of 
Irciieh  to  their  own  people,  aa  it  waa  aoppoaed  they  Aid  done  in  regard  lo  the  laac  ai- 
lOB  nnder  M.  De  la  Barre.  Theee  people,  however,  had  aetded  diere  at  die  inviiadoo 
m  ftench,  and  antidpadng  no  harm,  were  the  more  eaaily  ainpriaed.  '  They  wan 
rf  in  cold  blood  to  die  fort,*  (aaya  Dr.  Colden,)  •  and  tied  to  atakea  to  be  torroenled  by 
Wtii  Indtaaa,  (Chriatiana  a»  diey  were  called,)  and  during  die  torture  condnoed  aiqg 
I?  iMlr  ooulir  mttmer,  and  npbratdiiV  the  Awieh  with  dMir  pei&^  and  i^^ 


S44  uvmosToiv  cx>untt« 

^ SeTeral  ittcmptt  of  the  Elngliah  to  now  disBenmons  among  the  upper  hke 

uu,  and  divert  them  from  their  purpuee,  having  proved  unavailing,  and  Dc  Nonville*s  pn- 
perttionfl  for  the  expedition  being  completed,  he  departed  from  Cadarackui  for  the  enmnce 
<^the  Genesee  river  on  the  23d  of  June,  1687,  embarking  his  anny  in  canoes,  and  sendiqg 
one  half  thereof  along  the  northern  shore  of  the  luke,  while  he,  \iith  the  other  half,  paaed 
coastwise  by  the  soathem  shore,  that  no  accidents  by  wind  might  altcgf  ther  defeat  the  ex- 
pedition. So  punctually  were  the  arrangements  executed,  tliat  both  divisions  arrived  at 
Irondeqnoit  on  the  same  day,  where  their  Indian  allies  appear  to  have  been  already  asseia. 
bled.  Immediately  after  landing,  the  canoes  were  hauled  up,  and  a  military  defence  wm 
constructed,  in  which  a  guard  of  four  hundred  men  was  left,  wliile  the  main  body  of  tha 
forces  advanced  upon  the  principal  town  of  the  Senecas — the  site  of  which,  at  that  lime, 
was  upon  the  Genesee  river,  within  the  tcnitory  now  forming  the  town  of  Avon.  Befefs 
depar^ng  from  Irondequoit,  however,  a  young  Canadian  Frenchman  was  shot  for  the  crioi 
of  having  conducted  a  party  of  Englishmen  to  tlie  upper  lakes  The  chaige  was  that  of 
being  a  spy,  although  France  and  England  were  then  at  {)eace. 

**  Daring  the  march,  the  Indiana,  led  by  a  party  of  Indian  traders,  formed  the  van,  wtib 
the  regular  troops  and  Canadian  mihtia  composed  the  main  body  of  the  forces.  They  wL 
vanced  four  leagues  on  the  first  day,  without  discovering  an  cnttmy.  On  the  mominf  cf 
the  second,  scouts  were  despatched  in  advance,  who  approached  tlie  cornfields  of  die  v3> 
lages  without  making  any  discoveries — a  circumstance  not  very  creditable  to  the  tagaciqr 
of  De  Nonville's  Indians,  since  they  passed  within  pistul  shot  of  an  ambuscade  of  five  !■■- 
dred  Senecas.  Supposing  the  warriors  had  all  fled,  De  Nonville  pushed  rapidly  forwudL 
for  the  purpose  at  least  of  coming  up  with  and  capturing  the  women,  children,  and  old  nm. 
But  no  sooner  bad  the  French  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  (a  short  distance  nortli  of  Com- 
stock's  hotel,  between  the  present  village  of  Avon  and  the  river,)  than  the  war.whoop  of 
the  ambuscade  rang  in  their  ears,  while  a  welUdirected  volley  of  musketry  brought  maay 
of  them  to  the  gronnd. 

"  The  surprise  was  complete,  and  the  panic  so  great  that  the  divisions  of  the  Freadi 
separated  in  the  woods,  and  in  their  confusion  fired  upon  each  other.  Availing  themsclvii 
of  the  advantage,  the  Senecas  rushed  in  upon  their  foes  with  tomahawk  in  hand,  and  ibt 
battle  was  fierce  and  bloody  until  De  Nonville's  regulars  had  time  to  rally  and  move  agaii 
in  phalanx.  The  brave  Senecas  were  then  repulsed ;  but  it  was  an  empty  victory  to  Ik 
Nonville.  He  was  so  dispirited  by  the  surprise  he  had  met,  that  even  his  Indians  could  nsl 
perauade  him  to  a  pursuit  that  day.  On  the  following  day  he  marched  upon  the  viliagea, 
with  a  view  of  burning  them  ;  but  that  labor  had  been  peiformed  to  his  hands  by  the  Sia^ 
cas  themselves.  Two  prisoners  only  were  made  by  the  invaders— old  men,  who  were  di^ 
covered  in  the  castle — and  who  were  cut  to  pieces  and  boiled  into  soup  for  De  Nonvillrt 
allies.  The  invaders  remained  five  or  six  days,  traversing  the  valley  of  the  river  for  a  km 
miles,  and  desuroying  the  growing  com  in  the  fields.  They  then  returned  to  their  canoesi 
and  back  to  Canada — stopping  awhile  at  Niagara,  where  a  small  fort  was  erected,  in  wUdi 
a  garrison  was  left  of  one  hundred  men.  The  Indians  from  the  upper  lakes  were  gratified 
with  the  erection  of  this  poet,  believing  that  it  would  be  of  essential  ser\'ice  in  their  opei^ 
lions  against  the  Five  Nations,  whom  De  Nonville  promised  yet  to  assist  them  in  subdinng; 
But  that  promise  was  never  fulfilled.  On  the  contrary,  the  fort  at  Niagara  was  so  clostQ 
invested  by  the  Five  Nations,  that  eighty-eight  of  the  hundred  died  of  hunger,  and  bat  fa 
the  aid  of  a  party  of  French  Indians,  the  others  would  have  shared  the  same  fate.  T¥l 
Five  Nations,  moreover,  afterward  carried  the  war  into  Canada,  even  to  Montreal  and  Qnii 
bee:  The  loss  of  the  French,  killed  in  the  battle,  was  one  hundred  men  and  ten  Indiaaft 
The  Senecas  had  about  eighty  warriors  slain.  In  the  course  of  the  expedition,  De  Nea. 
ville  contrived  to  make  thirteen  captives,  who  were  sent  to  France  as  trophies,  aind  thenoi 
as  slaves  to  the  galleys."* 

Caledonia,  originally  named  Southampton,  and  organized  as  part 
of  Genesee  county  in  1802;  from  Albany  228,  from  Geneseo  cen- 
trally distant  N.  12  miles.  Pop.  1,985.  Caledonia  village  has  abotti 
50  dwellings. 

CoNEsus,  originally  named  Freeport,  afterward  changed  to  Bow- 
ersWUe,  and  finally  to  its  present  name,  was  taken  from  Livonia  and 


*  The  above  account,  and  that  relating  to  Geneseo,  are  extracted  horn  a  series  ^f   

cal  and  deacriptiva  letters,  published  in  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiaer  during  Ai 
aiidantiiiimofl840.  They  ware  writtan  by  the  editor,  WiUiam  L.  Sioot,  Esq. 


Groveland  in  1818;  from  Albany  221,  centrally  distant  SE.  from 
Gemeaeo  10  miles.  Conesus  and  West  Conesus  are  post-office*. 
Conesus  Centre  is  a  small  village.     Pop.  1,654. 


OeneteOffrom  the  residence  of  James  Wadsworth,  Esq. 

Genbbeo  is  a  large  township,  having  an  area  of  36  square  miles. 
Pop.  3,993.  The  rich  alluvial  bottom-lands  of  the  river  are  spread 
out  in  this  section  to  their  broadest  expansion.  The  village  of  Gen- 
eseo,  the  scat  of  justice  of  Livingston  county,  about  one  mile  from 
fhe  river,  was  incorporated  in  1832.  It  contaiua  about  120  dwell- 
illtfSt  the  county  buildings,  3  churches,  the  Livingston  county  high 
icbool,  2  newspaper  printing  offices,  and  a  bank.  Distant  from  Al- 
bany SJ26,  from  Washington  345,  and  from  Rochester  about  27  miles. 
"  The  village  is  pleasantly  situated  upon  a  site  sloping  to  the  west, 
and  enjoys  a  delightful  prospect,  stretching  across  the  valley,  and  in- 
cluding the  town  of  Leicester.  The  landscape,  embracing  an  area 
of  pernaps  fifteen  miles  in  diameter,  agreeably  undulated  with  gentle 
hillB  and  valleys — rich  In  the  garniture  of  tields,  agreeably  interrupted 
by  masses  of  woods,  and  enUvencd  by  villiis,  bespeaking  thqcomfort- 
aole  circumstances  of  their  owners— forms  a  prospect  of  matchless 
beauty.  It  is  rendered  still  more  picturesque  by  the  river,  which 
flows  lazily  through  the  valley,  but  disclosing  only  here  and  there  a 
■ection  of  the  stream,  breaking  through  the  buwcr  of  trees  and  clus- 
leriBg  vines  by  which  its  bright  waters  are  overarched. 

*  This  town  was  first  settled  by  William  and  James  Wadsworth 
in  1790.  Lands  being  cheap,  and  they  being  gentlemen  of  sagacity, 
who  foresaw  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country  in  no  distant  prospect- 
We,  thev  were  enabled  to  accumulate  splendid  estates.  The  former. 
Gen.  William  Wadsworth,  served  with  his  militia  command  upon  the 
Niagara  frontier  during  the  last  war  with  England,  and  acquitted 
himself  with  gallantry.  Mr.  James  Wadsworth  yet  survives  in  a 
greeuoldsLge,  the  patriarch  of  the  Genesee  country.  The  whole  valley 
of  the  Genesee  was  studded  with  Indian  towns,  when  the  white  meo 
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made  their  advances  thither,  and  the  country  "was  full  of  Indiasi 
when  he  planted  himself  down  among  them.  His  mansion,  the  abode 
of  refinement  and  elegant  hospitality,  is  finely  situated  at  the  aoiith- 
em  extremity  of  the  principal  street  of  the  village,  embosomed  in 
groves  of  ornamental  trees,  thickly  sprinkled,  among  which  are  the 
elm,  locust,  and  willow,  and  looking  out  upon  a  princely  domain  of 

his  own,  including  a  broad  sweep  of  flats Adjacent  to  the 

mansion  is  a  large  garden,  rich  with  every  description  of  fruit  which 
the  climate  will  allow,  and  adorned  withnowersof  every  variety  and 
class  of  beauty. 

'*....  It  was  at  this  point  that  the  memorable  campaign  of  Gen- 
eral Sullivan  in  1779  was  brought  to  a  close.  In  setting  this  expe- 
dition on  foot,  it  was  the  intention  of  Washington  that  the  American 
forces  should  pass  through  to  the  great  Indian  and  loyalist  rendcE- 
vous  at  Niagara ;  but  having  ravaged  the  most  populous  portions  of 
the  Indian  country,  Sullivan,  for  reasons  never  fully  explained,  pro- 
ceeded no  further  than  Genesee — sending  a  detachment  across  the 
river,  however,  to  Little  Beardstown,  (now  the  town  of  Leicester.) 
The  Indian  town  of  Genesee,  lying  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river, 
was  the  largest  of  their  populous  places,  containing  according  to  Sul- 
livan's official  report,  *  one  hundred  and  thirtv-eignt  houses,  most  of 
them  very  elegant.  It  was  beautifully  situated,  almost  encircled  with 
a  clear  flat,  extending  for  a  number  of  miles ;  on  which  extensive 
fields  of  com  were  growing,  together  with  every  kind  of  vegetable 
that  could  be  conceived.'  This  and  the  neighboring  towns,  together 
with  thousands  of  acres  of  corn,  were  destroyed.  The  Indians  were 
disposed  to  make  a  stand  for  the  protection  of  their  towns,  but  the 
numbers  and  discipline  of  Sullivan's  army  were  too  much  for  them. 

At  no  great  distance  south  of  the  village  a  con8ide^ 

able  stream,  called  Fall  Brook,  crosses  the  road,  and  descends  into 
the  river.  Before  it  reaches  the  flats  it  plunges  abruptly  into  a 
chasm  one  hundred  feet  deep.  It  is  a  tradition  of  the  neighborhood 
that  in  one  of  the  fights  with  Sullivan,  many  of  the  Indians  were 
driven  to  the  brink  of  this  precipice,  whence  they  leaped  into  the  ^fii, 
and  were  killed  by  the  fall.  There  is  no  mention  of  any  such  inci- 
dent in  the  official  account  of  Sullivan,  or  in  the  other  chronicles  of 
the  day."  Sullivan's  army  encamped  on  or  near  this  spot,  and  it  ii 
said  that  the  initials  of  some  of  his  soldiers  are  now  plainly  to  be  sees 
carved  on  the  trees,  to  the  left  of  the  cataract 

Groveland,  taken  from  Sparta  in  1812;  from  Albany  237,  from 
(reneseo  S.  7  miles.  Pop.  1,993.  Groveland  Hill  and  Groveland 
are  hamlets. 

Leicester,  organized  in  1802  as  part  of  Genesee  county ;  sinoe 
changed ;  from  Albany  232,  from  Geneseo  W.  5  miles.  Moscow  ii 
a  village,  Gibsonville  a  post-office.     Pop.  2,419. 

During  Sullivan's  expedition,  Lieut.  Boyd  with  a  scouting  party 
had  a  severe  battle  with  a  superior  force  of  Indians  in  this  vicmityi 
Boyd  and  a  man  named  Parker  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the  fonner 
tortured  in  the  most  horrible  manner.  The  following  account  if 
from  Wilkinson's  Annals  of  Binghamton : — 
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** Jhim  Oaai»diigiMi  the  uwf  pfoceedad  to  Hooeoye  which  th«TdetCioyed ;  «iid  ptMioc 
Hrailoek  Lake,  thej  came  to  the  bead  of  ConDianoa  Lake,  where  the  army  encamped 
Cf  tbt  night,  on  the  groond  which  ia  now  called  Hendenon^i  Flaia. 
r^.Boon  albr  the  amqr  had  encamped,  at  the  dnak  of  erening,  a  party  of  twenty.4fne  ikien, 
the  command  of  lient.  William  Boyd,  waa  detached  from  the  rifle  corpe,  whwh  waa 
^  the  celehrated  Morgan,  and  aent  out  for  the  pnipoee  of  reconnoiteiing  the 
near  the  Oeneaee  river,  at  a  place  now  called  WilBamabnigh,  at  a  diatance  from  the 
of  encampment  of  about  acTon  milea,  and  under  the  giudance  of  a  faithful  Indian 
The  place  was  then  the  aite  of  an  Indian  Tillage ;  and  it  waa  apprehended  that  the 
and  rangers,  aa  their  allies  were  called,  might  be  there,  or  in  its  vicinity. 
*  When  the  party  arrived  at  WiUiamabuigh,  they  found  that  the  Indiana  had  very  re- 
lefl  the  place,  aa  the  firee  in  their  huta  were  still  burning.  The  night  waa  aofiir  spent 
tiwy  got  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  that  the  gallant  Boyd,  conaidering  the  fiitigue 
ff  Wi  men,  concluded  to  rsmain  quietly  where  he  was,  near  the  village,  aleepingupon  their 
■■■i  till  the  next  morning,  and  then  to  despatch  two  messengers  with  a  report  to  the  camp. 
Hpinliimlj .  a  little  before  daybreak,  he  aent  two  men  to  the  main  body  of  the  army  with 
that  the  enemy  had  not  been  discovered,  but  were  supposed  to  be  not  nr  die* 
from  the  firea  they  found  burning  the  evening  before. 

After  daylight,  Lieut.  Boyd  and  his  men  cautioosly  crept  from  the  place  of  their  coiu 
t,  and  upon  getting  a  view  of  the  village,  discovered  two  Indians  lurking  about  the 
C    One  of  whom  waa  immediately  ahot  and  acaiped  by  one  of  the  riflemen,  by 
of  Murphy.    Lieut*  Bcr^d— euppoeing  now  that  if  there  were  Indiana  near  mey 
be  akouaed  by  the  report  of  the  rifle,  and  poasibly  by  a  perception  of  what  had  juat 
place,  the  ecal|nng  of  the  Indian— thought  it  moat  prnident  to  reiiie  and  make  his  best 
_  _  baek  to  the  main  army.    They  accordingly  aet  out,  and  retraced  the  atepa  they  had 
jfr"  tke  evening  before. 

-^On  their  arriving  within  about  one  mile  and  a  half  of  die  main  army,  they  were  anr- 

^  ~  hy  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  body  of  Indiana,  to  die  amountof  five  hundred,  un* 

tki  eoomand  of  Brant,  and  the  aame  number  of  rangers,  commanded  by  the  infiunooa 

who  had  aeoreted  themaelvea  in  a  ravine  of  conrideimble  extent,  which  lay  across 

mck  that  Lieut  Boyd  had  pursued.    Theee  two  leaders  of  the  enemy  had  not  loat 

of  the  American  army  since  their  appalling  defeat  at  the  narrows  above  Newtown, 

they  had  not  shown  themselves  till  now.    With  what  dismay  they  must  have  wit. 

the  deetruction  of  their  towna  and  the  fruita  of  their  fields,  that  marked  the  jwogresB 

annv !    They  dare  not,  however,  any  more  come  in  contact  with  the  main  army, 

er  ahould  be  the  conaequence  of  their  forbearance. 

Lient.  Boyd  and  hia  little  heroic  party,  upon  discovering  the  enemy,  knowing  that  the 

ehance  for  their  eaeape  would  be  by  breaking  through  their  linea,  an  enterprise  of 

r;  desperate  undertaking,  made  the  bold  attempt.  As  extraordinary  aa  it  may  aeem,  the 
onaet,  though  unsuccessful,  was  made  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  the  part  of  the 
iMoie  band,  though  several  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  Two  attempts  more  were  made, 
^Moh  were  equally  unsuccessful,  and  in  which  the  whole  party  fell,  excepting  Lieut.  Bcrrd 
'  eight  othera.  Boyd  and  a  aoldier  by  the  name  of  Parker,  were  taken  prisoners  on  the 
I  a  part  of  the  remainder  fled,  and  a  part  fell  on  the  ground  apparendy  dead,  and  were 
looked  by  the  Indiana,  who  were  too  much  engaged  in  pursuing  the  fugitives  to  notice 
who  foU. 

A^  When  Lieut.  Boyd  found  himself  a  prisoner,  he  solicited  an  interview  with  Brant, 
aMKiing,  it  aeema,  to  throw  himself  upon  the  clemency  and  fidelity  of  the  savage  leader 
H  the  enemy,  rather  than  truat  to  his  civilized  colleague.  The  chief,  who  was  at  that  mo- 
near,  immediately  preeented  himself,  when  Lieut  Boyd,  by  one  of  thoee  appeals  and 
which  are  known  only  by  thoee  who  have  been  initiated  and  instructed  in  certain 
and  which  never  fail  to  bring  auccor  to  a  diatreased  brother,  addreesed  him  as  the 
•oaree  from  which  he  could  expect  respite  fixnn  cruel  punishment  or  death.  The  ap- 
was  reoogniaed,  and  Brant  immediately,  and  in  the  atrongest  language,  assured  him 
Us  fife  ahould  be  apered. 
^.'^BcMfd  and  hia  feliow-prisoner  were  conducted  immediately  by  a  party  of  the  Indiana  to 
flji  Iwuan  village  called  Beardstown,  after  a  distinguished  chief  of  that  name,  on  the  weat 
Mi  of  the  Geneeee  river,  and  in  what  is  now  called  Leicester.  After  their  arrival  at 
BtardMown,  Brant,  being  called  on  aervice  which  required  a  few  hours'  abaence,  left  them 
^  ^  care  of  CoL  Butler.  The  latter,  aa  aoon  as  Brandt  had  left  them,  commenced  an  in. 
jgation,  to  obtain  fixmi  the  prisoners  a  atatement  of  the  number,  aituation,  and  intentions 
he  anny  under  Sullivan ;  and  threatened  them,  in  caae  they  heaitated  or  prevaricated 
to  delivar  them  up  immediately  to  be  maasacred  bj  the  Indiana;  who,  in 
■ad  with  the  enoonnigenent  of  thtoir  man  laveg*  eowmandiff  Bate* 
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were  ready  to  commit  the  greatest  cruelties.  RelsriDg  probably  upon  llie  pramiMi  winch 
Brant  had  made  them,  and  which  he  most  likely  intended  to  falfil,  they  refbaed  to  giie 
Butler  the  desired  information.  Upon  this  refusal,  burning  with  revenge,  Butler  huteiied 
to  put  his  threat  into  execution.  He  dehvered  them  to  some  of  their  moat  ierDciooi  ene. 
mies,  among  which  the  Indian  chief  Litile  Beard  was  distinguished  (or  his  inTentbe  fc. 
rocity.  In  this,  that  was  about  to  take  place,  as  well  as  in  all  the  other  scenes  of  cmeliy 
that  wore  perpetrated  in  his  town,  Little  Beard  was  master  of  ceremonies.  The  stoutest 
heart  quails  under  the  apprehension  of  immediate  and  certain  torture  ind  death ;  when 
too,  there  is  not  an  eye  that  pities,  nor  a  heart  that  feels.  The  suffering  Ueutenaat 
was  first  stripped  of  his  clothing,  and  then  tied  to  a  sapling,  when  the  Indians  mensced 
his  life  by  throwing  their  tomahawks  at  the  tree  directly  over  his  head,  brandishing  their 
scalpuig-knivos  around  him  in  the  most  frightful  manner,  and  accompanying  their  ceiemo. 
nies  with  terrific  shouts  of  joy.  Having  punished  liim  sufllieiently  in  tUs  way,  they  mmit 
a  small  opening  in  his  abdomen,  took  out  an  intestine,  which  they  tied  to  a  sapling,  iiHi 
(hen  unbound  him  from  the  tree,  and  by  scourges,  drove  him  around  it  till  he  had  drawn 
out  the  whole  of  his  inteittines.  He  was  ihen  beheaded,  nand  his  head  was  stuck  npeo  t 
pole,  with  a  dog*s  head  just  above  it,  uiid  h'w  body  left  unburied  upon  the  ground.  Thraogb. 
out  the  whole  of  his  siiticriiigs,  the  brave  Boyd  neither  asked  fur  mercy,  or  uttered  a  word 
of  complaint. 

"  Thus  pcrifthed  William  Boyd,  a  young  officer  of  heroic  virtue  and  of  rising  talsBli;  aad 
in  a  manner  that  will  touch  the  syniputhies  of  all  who  read  the  story  of  Ins  dsaik  lb 
fellow-soldier,  and  fellow^uffcrer,  Parker,  was  obliged  to  wimess  this  moving  «nd  iq^cil 
scene,  and  in  full  expectation  of  passing  the  same  ordeal.  According,  however,  to  m^n- 
formation,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  these  two  men,  which  has  been  obtained  incklMnlf 
from  the  Indian  account  of  it,  corroborated  by  the  discovery  of  the  two  bodtai  If  As 
American  army,  Parker  was  only  beheaded. 

**  The  main  army,  immediately  after  hearing  of  tlic  situation  of  Lienienant  Puyftj  ds- 
tachmcnt,  moved  towards  Genesee  river,  and  Hnding  the  bodies  of  those  vHio  wmvdilfaB 
the  heroic  attempt  to  penetrate  the  enemy's  line,  buried  them  in  what  is  nofw  the  ISWB  d 
Groveland,  near  the  bank  of  Beard's  creek,  under  a  bunch  of  vnid  plam-tree%  wiMv  As 
graves  are  to  be  seen  to  this  day." 

Lima,  originally  named  Charleston^  and  organized  by  general  ses- 
sions of  Ontario  county  in  1780;  from  Albany  213  miles.  Pop. 
2,186.  Lima.viiiagc,  centrally  situated  on  the  great  western  road, 
has  about  100  dwellings,  remarkable  for  their  neatness.  The  Gen- 
esee Wesleyan  University,  a  highly  flourishing  and  well-endowed  in- 
stitution, is  situated  here. 

Livonia,  taken  from  Pittstown  in  1808;  from  Albany  217  miles* 
Livonia  Centre,  Lukeville,  6  miles  £.  from  Genesee,  Jackaonviile, 
and  South  Livonia,  are  villages.     Pop.  2,719. 

Mount  Morris,  taken  from  Leicester  in  1818;  from  Albany  236 
miles.  Pop.  4,547.  "  On  the  bank  of  the  river  in  this  town«  an  an- 
cient mound  was  discovered  and  o\}cned  in  1885,  in  which  were  some 
human  skeletons  in  a  very  decayed  state,  and  uncommonly  large, 
with  some  stone  arrow-heads,  stone  knife  and  cleaver,  and  a  copper 
skewer,  about  the  size  of  a  pipe  shank,  flattened  at  one  end  and 
slightly  twisted.  The  knife  was  of  fine  hard  stone  of  the  thickness 
of  a  quire  of  paper,  with  sharpened  edges.  The  cleaver  wa«  of  slate. 
These  articles  were  of  the  rudest  workmanship."  There  was  for- 
merly an  Indian  village  here  called  Allcnshill.  It  was  named  afler 
Ebenezer  Allen,  the  first  miller  in  Rochester,  a  monster  in  humtn 
shape.  Many  are  the  tales  related  of  his  wickedness,  almost  too 
painful  for  recital.  One  will  suflice.  '*  During  the  revolution  he  was 
a  tory,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  on  a  scouting  party  with  some  In- 
dians in  the  Susquehannah  country,  they  entered  a  dwelling  whers 
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they  found  a  man,  and  his  -wife,  and  one  child,  in  bed.  As  they  en- 
tered, the  man  sprang  upon  the  floor  to  defend  himself,  but  Allen  felled 
him  at  a  blow,  struclt  off  his  head,  and  toued  it  bleeding  into  the  bed 
-with  the  hapless  woman.  He  then  snatched  the  intant  from  its 
mother's  bosom,  and  dashed  its  head  against  the  iamb  of  the  fire- 
place." Allen  died  in  1S14,  on  the  river  De  Trencn,  in  Upper  Can- 
ada—three of  his  wives  and  their  children  surviving  him. 


Weitem  view  of  Mount  Morris  milage,  lAvingibm  countif. 

The  Indians  sold  out  this  country  to  Messrs.  Phelps  &  Gorbam, 
making,  however,  the  reservation  known  as  the  Gardeau  reservation! 
This,  commonly  called  the  White  Woman's'  land,  is  partly  in  this 
town,  and  partly  in  Nunda,  and  in  Castile,  Wyoming  county.  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris  from  Philadelphia,  from  whom  the  town  is  named, 
bought  out  Allen,  and  in  1804  the  village  was  founded,  mostly  by 
femuies  from  Connecticut.  Mount  Morria  village,  incorporated  in 
1835,  is  at  the  head  of  the  boat  navigation  on  Genesee  river,  36  miles 
8.  of  Rochester,  and  by  the  Genesee  valley  canal  38j,  from  Geneseo 
SW.  6  miles.  The  site  is  beautiful,  being  elevated  above  the  fertile 
flats  which  border  the  river.  The  annexed  view  was  taken  near  Uie 
residence  of  Mr.  Joseph  Starkey.  The  three  churches  seen  in  front 
are  respectively  the  Episcopal,  Baptist,  and  Methodist ;  the  spire  on 
the  left  is  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  hills  in  the  distance 
are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Genesee  flats.  The  village  contains 
about  120  dwellings.  The  post-offices  are  River  Road,  River  Road 
Forks,  Tuscarora,  at  Brushville  village,  and  Brooks  Grove. 

SrABTA,  organized  as  part  of  Ontario  county  in  1789 ;  area  since 
reduced;  from  Albany  231  miles.  Pop.  5,841.  Dansville  village, 
18  miles  SE.  from  Geneseo,  is  at  the  head  <A  the  Genesee  valley,  4S 


WetterK  view  in  DansvUU,  Livingsloit  county. 


milea  from  Rochester.  A  nde-cut  connects  this  Tillsige  and  tfft  ' 
valley  of  the  CanascragB  with  the  Olean  and  Rochester  canal.  Thi ; 
above  is  a  centnd  view  in  Dansville.  There  is  a  Lutheran  and  t 
MethodiM  church  besides  the  one  shown,  which  is  a  Presbyterian 
and  a  flourishing  Academy.  This  is  a  thriving  place  and  rapidf 
increasing.  Within  the  circle  of  6  miles,  there  are  no  lets  than  M 
saw-mills.  There  are  now  in  the  village  about  J200  dwellings.  Tin 
firtl  settler  in  the  village  was  Amariah  Hammond,  originaJlr  froB 
New  London,  Conn.  He  came  here  in  1796,  and  erected  in  Jone  gf 
that  year  the  first  log  cabin,  which  stood  a  few  rods  south  of  his  pfr 
sent  residence.  Shortly  after  came  Samuel  Stillwell,  Alexander  Pi 
lerton,  Frederick  Covert,  Richard  Porter,  and  others.  The  viUjlt 
was  laid  out  in  1796,  by  Daniel  Faulkner  from  Dansville,  Penn.,  mt 
which  it  was  named.  He  was  a  wealthy  enterprising  man,  sfll 
making  large  purchases  of  land,  held  out  inducements  to  emignift 
When  Mr.  Hammond  came,  there  was  no  blacksmith  nearer  than  4 
miles,  at  Bath.  The  usual  price  for  laborers  was  92,  and  some,  \ljf 
jobbing,  would  earn  4  or  6  a  day.  Id  the  spring  of  1 796,  the  setdeli 
were  alarmed  by  a  loud  noise  like  the  report  of  a  cannon.  It  wN 
immediately  ascertained  to  be  the  bursting  out  of  a  stream  on  the  tf 
east  of  the  village.  The  water  came  with  such  force  as  to  thn* 
forth  earth  and  stones  weighing  two  or  three  hundred  pounds,  ii 
oak  two  and  a  half  feet  in  diameter  was  cast  butt  foremost  downlfas 
hill.  The  stream  is  supposed  to  be  the  outlet  of  a  pond  one  and  t 
half  mile  distant,  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain.  It  continues  tt 
flow  to  the  present  day,  and  is  used  to  turn  the  vrtieels  of  a  tzaaeif' 
Before  the  revolution,  according  to  tradition,  a  battle  took  jdace  ont 
hill,  a  few  miles  distant,  between  the  Canlsteo  Indians  aad  those  G^ 
ine  in  this  vicinity,  during  which  a  chief  of  the  latter  was  kilM 
When  the  whites  first  settled  here,  the  spot  where  he  fell  was  mtitsi 
by  a  large  hole  dug  in  the  earth  in  the  shape  of  a  man  with  arms  at* 
tended.  An  Indian  trail  led  by  the  place,  and  the  Indiana,  on  passivft 
were  always  accustomed  to  clear  away  the  dry  leaves  and  hnSk 
whidt  bad  wown  in.    Thia  chief  was  buried  in  a>  oU  ladiaift  \mf 
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tag  ground  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Lutheran  church* 
•M  was  thickly  covered  with  eraves  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three 
acres.  His  monument  consisted  of  a  large  pile  of  small  stones  gath- 
ered fix>m  time  to  time  by  the  natives  from  a  hill  a  mile  distant ;  who, 
OB  passingy  were  accustomed  to  take  one  in  their  hand  and  add  to 
the  heap.  His  bones  were  afterward  disinterred  by  the  settlers,  and 
jadging  from  them,  and  the  length  of  the  hole  on  the  hill,  he  must 
oave  been  7  feet  or  more  in  height.  Scottsburg,  Byersville,  Kysor- 
viBe,  and  Union  Comers,  are  small  villages.  Sparta  is  a  post-office. 
SnumiWATSR,  taken  from  Sparta  and  Naples  in  1816 ;  from  Gcnae- 
seo,  SB.9  18  miles.    Spring  water  valley  is  a  small  village.    Pop. 

Toac,  taken  from  Caledonia  and  Leicester  in  1819;  from  Albany 
SS7  miles.  Pop.  3,644.  Fowlers ville,  on  the  Genesee,  10  miles  N., 
Greggsviile,  4  miles  NW.  from  Geneseo,  and  York  Centre,  are  small 
villages. 


LONG  ISLAND.* 

*Loiro  Island  may  be  described  as  the  southeasterly  portion  of  the 
ilite  of  New  York,  and  extending  from  about  40^  34'  to  41^  W 
aorth  latitude,  and  from  2°  58'  to  5°  3'  east  longitude  from  Washing- 
ton city ;  being  in  length  from  Fort  Hamilton,  at  the  Narrows,  to 
HoDtauk  Point,  nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  with  a  mean 
xiD^  north,  90^  44'  east.  Its  breadth  from  the  Narrows,  as  far  east 
ai  me  Peconic  bay,  varies  from  12  to  20  miles  in  a  distance  of  ninety 
miles.**  A  ridge  or  chain  of  hills  commences  at  New  Utrecht,  in 
Kings  county,  and  extends  with  occasional  interruptions  to  near 
Oyster  Pond  Point,  in  Suffolk  county.  The  surface  of  the  island 
north  of  the  ridge  is  in  general  rough  and  broken,  while  the  surface 
louth  of  the  range  is  almost  a  perfect  plain,  with  scarce  a  stone  ex- 
ceeding in  weight  a  few  ounces. 

On  3ie  south  side  of  the  island  is  the  great  South  bay,  extending 
from  Hempstead  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Brookhaven — a  distance 
of  more  than  seventy  miles  of  uninterrupted  inland  navigation.  It 
nries  in  width  from  two  to  five  miles,  communicating  with  the  sea 
by  a  few  openings  in  the  beach,  the  principal  of  which  is  opposite 
toe  town  of  Islip,  called  Five  Island  Inlet.  In  this  bay  are  very  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  salt  marsh,  and  islands  of  meadow  furnishing  im- 
mense quantities  of  grass ;  while  its  waters  contain  great  quantities 
of  shell  and  scale  hsh.  Wild-fowl  of  manv  kinds  and  in  almost 
eoontless  numbers  are  found  here,  and  many  hundreds  of  people  are 
Mgaged  in  taking  them  for  the  New  York  market    The  north  shore 

*  A  Imotf  oi  Long  Isltnd  in  an  octavo  volume  of  536  pages,  by  B.  F.  Thompaon,  Eaq., 
bi  kMD  neendy  publiahed ;  it  is  to  this  valuable  and  interesting  work  that  tks  antbon  an 
hipiir  indflbcad  for  th*  account  given  of  the  varioos  towns  oa  I^ng  Uaad. 
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of  the  island  is  very  irregular,  and  where  not  protected  by  masses  of 
rock  and  stone,  has  been  worn  away  by  the  sea  to  a  considerable 
extent.  The  soil  on  the  north  side  generally  consists  of  loam,  on  the 
south  side  it  consists  more  of  sand,  while  through  the  middle  of  the 
island  it  consists  chiefly  of  sand  and  gravel.  The  soil  on  the  high 
pounds  is  in  most  cases  better  than  that  upon  the  plains,  yet  that 
lound  upon  the  necks  or  points  on  both  sides  is  better  than  either. 
The  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  is  highly  productive  and  valua- 
ble, but  in  the  greater  part  of  the  island  it  is  naturally  light  and  poor. 
Much  of  the  land  in  the  central  part  of  the  island  is  covered  with  i 
vast  pine  forest,  in  which  wild  deer  are  still  to  be  found. 

*'  Long  Island  Sound  is  a  bay,  or  inland  sea,  with  two  outlets.  If 
considered  as  extending  from  the  Battery,  in  New  York,  to  Fishei^s 
island,  its  length  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  island.  Proceedini;  from 
the  city,  easterly,  it  has  a  tortuous  course  of  16  miles,  in  whidi  it 
varies  from  half  a  mile  to  two  miles  in  width.  From  the  Battery  to 
Harlaem  river,  the  course  is  NNE.  8  miles,  and  thence  to  Throg'f 
Point,  nearly  E.,  8  more.  This  portion  is  known  as  the  East  river. 
At  the  bend,  opposite  to  Harlaem  river,  is  the  noted  pass  of  Helk  Gal 
(Dutch)  or  the  gut  of  hell,  narrow,  crooked,  and  to  the  inexperienced, 
dangerous.  The  water  here,  when  the  tide  is  rising  or  falling,  forms 
cataracts  and  vortices,  which  may  dash  to  pieces  or  swallow  up  the 
largest  vessel  coming  within  their  influence.  The  best  times  for  pas^ 
ing  it  are  at  high  and  low  water. 

**  Above  Throg's  Point,  the  Sound,  properly  speaking,  commencei, 
and  turns  to  the  NE.  18  miles,  between  Lloyd's  neck  and  Stamford,  is 
Connecticut.  Thus  far  the  shores  are  rugged  and  the  channel  rocky, 
and  much  interrupted  by  small  islets  and  projecting  points ;  but  be- 
yond Lloyd's  neck  it  opens  into  a  noble  elliptical  expanse,  from  8  to 
20  miles  wide,  and  with  depth  suflScient  for  the  largest  vessels  of 
commerce  or  war ;  presenting,  along  its  northern  shore,  a  continued 

Cicture  of  gradually  rising  hills,  bold  promontories,  and  commodious 
avens,  which  is  chased  before  the  eye  like  a  brilliant  phantasmago- 
ria, in  the  rapid  passage  of  the  steamboats." 

Long  Island  was  claimed  by  the  Dutch  and  English  nations  re- 
spectively by  right  of  discovery.  The  Dutch  commenced  their  set- 
tlements as  early  as  1625,  at  the  west  end  of  the  island.  In  1628, 
the  Plymouth  company,  by  order  of  Charles  I.,  issued  letters  patoit 
to  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  for  the  whole  of  the  island. 
The  English  made  settlements  at  the  east  end  of  the  island,  but  they 
were  for  a  season  resisted  by  the  Dutch.  The  settlements,  both  at 
the  E.  and  W.  end,  were  nearly  cotemporary.  In  the  Dutch 
towns,  the  Indian  title  was  bought  by  the  governor,  and  the  lands 
granted  to  individuals  by  him ;  in  the  English  towns  lands  were  ob- 
tained under  the  license  of  the  agent  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  after  hit 
death,  by  the  people  of  the  several  towns  for  their  common  benefit 
The  line  of  division  between  the  two  nations  was  a  source  of  much 
contention  and  many  complaints.  The  several  English  towns  united 
themselves  with  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  New  Haven.    After 
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Connecticut  received  her  roya!  chartpr,  in  ]fi62,  she  exercised  juris- 
ilction,  and  gave  each  of  the  towns  who  united  with  her,  permission  to 
send  a  deputy  lo  the  general  court.  But  before  these  measureH  could 
tie  fully  completed  they  were  frustrated  by  the  grant  of  Long  Island 
to  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  following  account  of  the  Indians  on -Long  Island,  is  taken 
From  "  Wood's  History  of  Long  hJand,"  published  in  1828. 


"  The  CiniuHr,  ihe  Kucliiwa)',  ihe  Mciikakc,  the  Munapeague,  the  Secalague,  and  ihe 
^alchague.  on  the  aouih  siile — iIid  Maiinccoc.  iho  Nisgaquaguc,  the  Salaukel,  inilthe  Cor- 
Tfaaiig.  on  the  nonb  nide ;  the  Shinecoi3,  ihe  Huiluniet,  and  ihe  Monuuk,  from  ihe  CiniM 
PUce  on  M..nmuk  Point. 

"  Ths  Canatse  appears  to  have  been  the  only  tribe,  or  the  only  tribe  of  any  cotuequence, 
n  Einga  county.  Thin  inbe  claimed  the  cUivt  pait  of  the  landd  in  Kiogh  county,  and  ■ 
part  ol  the  lands  in  Jamaica. 

"  Tba  Rockawny  inbe  claimed  the  territory  around  Rockaway,  and  more  oc  leaa  of  Iha 
aoda  in  Newtown  and  Jamaica. 

"The  Merikoke  and  Mampesgrue  Cribea  extended  from  Rockawa;  through  Qusem 
30DBIT  into  SuiTotk,  on  the  souih  aide  of  the  ialand. 

■CThe  teiritury  of  the   Maiinecoc  tribe  oitended  torn  Fluahing  ihtoogh  Queens  conntjr 
BWh  Pond  in  Suffolk,  un  the  north  nie. 

^The  NiflMquBgue  Itibe  extended  from  Fresh  Pond  lo  Slonybrook. 
IPThe  9aUukeI  Iriba  claimed  fiom  Slonybrook  lo  the  Wading  river. 
Qt  The  Coichaug  uibs  extended  frotu  the  Wadmg  river  ihraugh  South  Old  on  the  iwnb 

"  The  territory  of  the  Manhanwl 

"  The  lerriioty  of  the  Secataug  U 
Patchogue. 

"  The  territory  of  the  Paichogue  Iribo  extended  to  South  Hampton. 

"  The  Shinecoc  tribe  extended  from  Ihe  Canoe  Point  to  Montauk,  and  (hat  penimula 
vaa  the  aeal  of  ihc  Montauk  tribe. 

"There  are  one  or'lwo  other  tribe*  named  in  ihe  old  records,  but  Ihs  place  they  occu- 
fogd  cannot  be  ascertained,  and  il  is  evident  from  thai  circumstance,  that  Ihey  mitsl  have 
been  very  iraail,  perhapa  Iha  mere  reuiaano  of  tribes  which  had   been  destroyed  in  their 

"  Those  above  enumerated  are  the  principal  tribes  thai  occupied  Ihe  island  when  the 
Elnglish  and  Dutch  commenced  their  Beitlements  there,  sjid  the  original  purchaaea  of  the 
(everal  towns  were  made  of  these  tribes. 

"The  Indian  eelilemenis  were  all  on  the  bays,  creeks,  and  harbors  on  the  north  and 
■oath  sides  of  tbe  island,  and  their  territories  were  divided  fruni  each  other  by  the  middle 
of  ihe  island.  ^ 

"  At  the  time  of  the  Gist  settlement  of  the  island,  (he  whole  Indisn  population  was  con. 
siderable,  but  by  no  means  as  great  as  ifaq  facililiesof  subiislence  would  have  authorized  ut 
to  Bjpect,  nor  as  great  as  it  probably  had  formerly  been. 

"  The  shell  banks  which  indiiala  the  ailea  of  iheit  villages,  on  the  western  half  of  the 
lalsjid,  are  large  and  numerous,  and  beds  of  shells  of  some  liie  or  other  are  fuund  at  inter- 
vals of  a  few  miles  all  arc>und  the  margin  of  the  island.  From  these  il  would  seem  thst 
the  population  of  some  pans  of  the  island  was  once  very  numerous,  or  must  have  been  sla. 
tionory  there  a  long  time.* 

"  The  sUIe  of  Ihe  Indian  population  most  be  ascribed  to  (heir  perpetual  wars,  by  which 
they  had  been  diminished. 

"  All  savage  nstions  are  addicted  to  war.     The  causes  of  war  u 
and  the  mode  of  corrying  il  on  deslructiYB  to  their  numben. 


Ths  ihall  banka  in  Iha  waHem  towns  of  SnlTolk  coun^  are  much  larger  and  mora 
rasa  dan  in  iha  eaatera  towna,  where  ahelt  fish  are  u  abuodani :  which  provca  ihu 
aateni  pait  of  Iha  island  had  bean  tba  lonsaet  Mlilad,  and  thaiiba  Indpn  amigrittw 


\ 
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**  It  appears  that  Long  Idand  had  been  overrun  by  hostile  tribes,  and  manj  of  dbe  lalnii 
most  have  been  destroyed  by  them. 

**  The  confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations  extended  their  conquests  as  far  south  as  Manhatin 
Island,  and  had  passed  over  to  the  west  end  of  Long  Island,  and  subdued  the  Caosni 
Indians. 

**  There  is  a  tradition  among  the  Dutch,  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  of  lbs 
island,  the  Canarse  tribe  paid  Sie  Mohawks  an  annual  tribute  of  wampum  and  dried  ehn^ 
and  that  they  discontinued  tHe  pa3rment  of  it  on  the  persuasion  of  the  whites,  in  rnnsi 
quence  of  which  a  party  of  the  conquerors  came  and  destroyed  the  whole  tribe,  ezes|it  a 
few  who  happened  to  be  from  home. 

**  Some  writers  have  supposed  that  the  conquest  of  the  Mohawks  extended  to  die  whob 
island,  but  there  Ib  no  tradition  to  support  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  conquest  nevir 
extended  beyond  the  territories  of  the  Canarse  Indians.  This  may  have  been  owing  to  ihs 
ftct,  that  all  the  other  Indians  were  in  subjection  to  the  Pequots.  It  is  well  known  thtf 
this  tribe  never  was  subdued  by  the  Five  Nations,  and  it  would  have  been  a  violation  of  thdr 
rules  of  warfare,  to  have  turned  their  arms  against  a  tributary  people,  when  they  had  not 
subdued  the  power  that  held  them  in  subjection. 

**  The  Montauks  had  probably  been  the  most  warlike  tribe  on  Long  Island,  had  ovema 
the  other  tribes  on  the  island  east  of  the  Canarse  territory,  and  had  reduced  them  to  soois 
kind  of  subjection.  At  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  island,  the  Montauk  sachsa 
claimed  and  exercised  some  kind  of  sovereignty  over  the  whole  territory,  and  it  is  staled 
that  he  justified  his  claim  before  the  governor  and  council  in  virtue  of  a  former  conquest  of 
the  country.  In  1659,  he  conveyed  the  territory  which  constitutes  the  town  of  Smiihtowa, 
then  occupied  by  the  Nissaquague  Indians,  to  Lyon  Gardiner. 

**  It  was  under  a  belief  of  his  superiority  over  the  chiefs  of  the  other  tribes,  that  tho  fiat 
settlers  were  anxious  to  have  their  purchase  deeds  signed  by  that  chiel^  as  well  as  bj  lbs 
sachem  of  the  tribe  of  whom  the  land  was  purchssed. 

**  The  confirmation  deed  of  Hempstead  in  1657,  the  deed  for  Lloyd's  neck,  and  oiksi^ 
are  executed  in  this  manner,  and  in  some  of  the  original  deeds  the  Ifantank  chief  u  sqrU 
the  sachem  of  Long  Island. 

"  The  superiority  ascribed  to  the  chief  of  that  tribe  afler  the  settlement  of  the 
might  have  arisen  in  part  firom  the  distinction  conferred  on  him  or  recc^ised  by  the 
nussioners  of  the  united  colonies.    In  1651  it  is  stated  in  some  of  our  early  recoidi^  dMi 
they  constituted  one,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  Montauk  chief,  grand  MohoM  cf 
the  Long  Island  Indians.    It  is  probable  that  the  conunissioners  only  mrn^nlsml  or  < 
firmed  an  authority  with  which  they  found  him  invested. 

'*  It  is  evident  from  the  early  writers  of  New  England,  that  the  Pequota,  who 
the  country  around  New  London,  and  was  the  most  warlike  tribe  in  Connecticnt,  had 
dued  the  Montauks  with  their  tributaries,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  settleneat  if 
New  England,  the  Long  Island  Indians  were  in  subjection  to  the  Pequots,  and  paid  ifaM 
a  tribute.  The  victory  over  the  Montauks  involved  the  subjec^on  of  all  the  tribes  ilal 
were  under  them,  and  the  conquest  of  the  Pequots  must  have  eihbraced  all  the  Uibm  M 
the  island  east  o(  the  Canarse  territory. 

"  In  1637,  the  New  England  colonies  made  war  on  the  Pequots,  to  avenge  the 
and  other  hostile  aggressions  which  they  had  committed  on  the  whites,  and  subdued 
dispersed  the  whole  tribe.  The  Long  Island  Indians  who  had  been  subject  to  the '. 
immediately  repaired  to  the  English  to  make  their  peace  with  them.  Winthrop,  m  lii 
journal,  states  that  on  the  reduction  of  the  Pequots  in  1637,  'sachems  from  Loag hkti 
came  voluntarily  and  brought  a  tribute  to  us  of  twenty  fathom  of  wampum  each  of  ihsa.' 

**  From  this  time  they  seem  to  have  considered  themselves  to  be  in  eolgectioB  to  Ai 
English,  and  to  have  paid  them  tribute,  perhaps  the  same  they  had  paid  the  Peqpotti  b 
1644,  they  applied  to  the  commissioners  for  some  evidence  of  their  relation  to  dieB.ai 
the  commissioners  gave  them  a  certificate  in  writing,  in  eflect  promising  diem 
from  injury  by  the  English,  and  all  others  in  friendship  with  them ;  at  which  tino  tfaqr 
•ured  the  commissioners  *  that  they  had  been  tributaries  to  the  English  ever  sinoe  tho  Fb- 
quot  war,  and  that  they  had  never  ii\jured  the  English  or  Dutch,  but  had  been  fiiMMQf  to 
both,*  which  implied  that  they  had  been  subject  to  the  Pequots  and  followed  their  iutou  b 
1650,  the  commiasionen  sent  Captain  Mason  to  Long  Island  to  require  paymOBt  «f  At 
tribute  due  from  the  Indians  there,  and  to  settle  a  way  in  which  it  might  be 
discharged  in  future. 

**  In  1656,  the  Montauk  chief  visited  the  commissionerB  at  Boston,  and  is 

inquiry  whether  he  had  paid  the  tribute  due  from  him,  stated  that  he  had  paid  it  Ml 

for  the  opaoe  gf  ten  years,  and  that  it  was  in  arrear  for  the  four  last  yean,  idhiob  dHf  » 
mitted  in  eomideration  of  his  distressed  condition  by  the  late  war  m  whiok  te  * 
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mgsd  w^  die  Namganietta.  In  1653,  Ninnigrmte,  the  chief  of  the  ffehmntic  IndUns, 
m  ware  aicher  a  tribe  of  the  Namgansetts  or  cloeely  connected  with  them,  made  war  on 
I  Loof  laland  Indiana,  which  lasted  several  years,  and  reduced  them  to  great  extremity. 
I  tmded  the  territory  of  the  Montauks,  and  wouJd  have  extirpated  the  whole  tribe,  if 
If  Ittd  not  foand  protection  in  the  humanity  of  the  people  of  East  Hampton. 
'^Thmf  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  villages,  and  to  flee  for  refuge  to  East  Hampton, 
has  tlkey  were  kindly  received,  sustained,  and  protected.  They  continued  to  reside  in 
M  ftmini  for  wveral  years,  before  they  deemed  it  safe  to  return  to  Montauk. 

Long  Island  is  divided  into  three  counties,  Kings,  Queens,  and 
nflblk.  An  account  of  the  various  towns  on  the  island,  with  his- 
vical  notices,  &c.,  is  given  under  the  head  of  these  counties  in  their 
Iphabetical  order. 
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Madison  couhtt  was  taken  from  Chenango  county  in  1806,  and 
HBed  after  James  Madison,  president  of  the  United  States.  Great- 
it  length  N.  and  S.  33,  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  32  miles.  Cen- 
iDy  distant  from  New  York  250,  from  Albany  108  miles.  The 
race  of  the  countv  is  much  diversified.  The  middle  and  southern 
iwns  are  more  or  less  uneven  and  hilly ;  but  the  northern  is  more 
ifd.  In  the  northern  part  much  wheat  is  produced :  the  southern 
I  better  adapted  to  grass.  The  county  is  generally  well  watered, 
lie  route  of  the  Chenango  canal  follows  up  the  Oriskany,  and  crosses 
KDce  into  the  Chenango  valley.  The  Erie  canal  runs  westerly 
trough  the  northern  towns  of  Lenox  and  Sullivan.  The  county  is 
rvided  into  14  towns.     Pop.  40,032. 

BftooKFii:L»D,  taken  from  raris  when  part  of  Herkimer  county,  in 
105 ;  from  Albany  90  miles.  Pop.  3,695.  Clarksville,  incorporated 
I  18S4,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Leonardsville,  on  the  Unadilla 
ver,  22  miles  SE.  from  Morristown,  is  a  small  settlement 
Cazbnovia,  taken  from  Whitestown  and  Paris  when  part  of  Her- 
county,  in  1795;  from  Albany  113  miles.  When  erected,  this 
comprised  an  area  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  county.  Pop. 
JU.  It  was  first  settled  in  1793,  by  Col.  John  Linklaen,  from  Am- 
tenhm,  amnt  for  a  company  in  Holland,  who  were  owners  of  large 
nets  in  this  and  the  adjacent  towns,  and  sold  them  out  in  farms 
liMupa]lv  to  New  Englanders.  Cazenovia  village  was  founded  by 
SqL  Linklaeo,  about  1695,  and  incorporated  in  1800. 
b  ii  situated  upon  the  margin  of  Cazenovia  lake  and  its  outlet,  and 

EChittenango  creek,  8  miles  S.  of  the  Erie  canal,  11  from  Morris- 
40  from  Utica,  and  113  from  Albany.  The  following  engraving 
1 1 8W.  Tiew  of  the  village  as  seen  from  the  bridge,  at  toe  outlet  of 
bs  lake.  The  village  contains  upwards  of  200  dwellings,  1  Presby- 
fOUkf  I  Methodist,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Congregational  church,  a  bank, 
fmiting  offices,  and  the  '*  Oneida  Conference  Seminary,"  incorpo- 
iii  188S.    This  institution  was  established  under  the  patronago 
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South  Western  view  of  Caxenovia. 

of  the  Methodist  denomination  for  the  education  of  youth  of  bolk 
aexea.  It  has  ever  maintained  a  high  standing.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  1840  was  327.     Woodstock  Is  a  small  village. 

Db  Ruyteb,  taken  from  Cazenovia  in  1798;  from  Albany  Ml 
miles.  Pop.  1,799.  Dc  Ruytcr  village  is  17  miles  SW.  firom  Hor 
risville,  ana  was  incorporated  in  1833.  It  contains  about  80  dwd- 
ings  and  the  De  Ruvter  Institute,  a  flourishing  literary  seminary,  »■ 
tabltshed  a  few  years  since  under  the  patronage  of  the  SeventlHlif 
Baptists.  The  annua]  catalogue  for  1640  gives  163  as  the  nuniba 
of  pupils  male  and  female.  A  newspaper  entitled  the  "  SeTeDtlHh; 
Baptist  Register,"  is  published  in  the  village. 

Eaton,  named  in  honor  of  General  William  Baton,  settled  in  1791 


Northeast  view  of  thepvblic  huildingt  in  MorrimiOe. 
andtakeafrom  Hamilton  in  1807;  from  Albany. 100  mila:    Tap. 


MADISON   COUNTS.  267 

M08.  Morrisvillet  the  county  seat,  on  the  three  great  western  tum^ 
bikes,  102  miles  from  Albany,  15  S.  of  the  Erie  canal  at  Qanastota, 
IfBS  founded  in  1803  by  Thomas  Morris,  and  incorporated  in  1833 : 
'  principally  by  emigrants  from  Connecticut  The  above  view 
^ws  the  county  buildings  and  all  the  churches  in  the  village  ex- 
the  Baptist  The  first  building  on  the  left  is  the  jail ;  the 
md,  with  a  cupola,  the  county  house ;  the  third,  the  county  clerk's 
;  the  fourth,  the  Methodist  church ;  and  the  two  on  the  right, 
respectively  the  academy  and  the  Prerfjyterian  church.  There  are 
"^6  village  and  vicinity  about  100  buildings.  Eaton  village,  some- 
called  the  Log  City,  4  miles  SE.  from  M orrisville,  was  founded 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Morse,  and  has  about  as  many  dwellings  as 
He,  and  1  Baptist  and  1  Presbyterian  church.  Pratts  Hollow, 
N.  of  Morris  ville,  is  a  small  village. 

itember,  1823,  an  Indian  by  the  name  of  Abram  Antone  was 
at  this  place  for  murder.     The  following  narration  is  drawn 
a  memoir  published  at  that  time. 

Abnm  Antone  was  bom  in  the  year  1750,  on  the  banks  of  the  Soaqsehannab.  When 
^bojt  his  parents  removed  to  Chenango.  During  the  revolution  he  took  ap  arms  in  &Tor 
if  dM  Americans,  and  besides  being  in  several  battles,  it  is  said,  was  employed  on  a  secret 

~  won  by  Governor  Clinton.  Bold,  adventurous,  and  revengefiil,  few  dared  to  encounter 
wrath.    Years  might  elapse  before  the  opportunity  for  revenge  was  afibrded :  but  then, 

•n  perhaps  the  hapless  offender  least  expected,  he  paid  the  price  of  his  temerity  widi  his 
H^    **  But  the  most  atrocious  deed  of  all,  was  one  at  which  humanity  starts  with  homn^^ 

tiiniNer  of  an  infant  child,  and  that  child  his  own  !    The  circumstances  of  this  event  are 
ost  too  horrible  to  rehite.    It  appears  from  the  account  of  his  wife,  that  returning  from 
ii-tsnmbly  of  Indians  one  evening  to  his  wigwam,  he  fomid  his  little  child  of  four  or  five 

Cdw  old  vociferously  crying.    Impatient  at  the  noise,  the  monster  snatched  the  child 
I  its  mothei*s  arms,  and  raking  open  a  hot  bed  of  coals,  buried  the  infimt  beneath 


The  following  are  the  circimistances  connected  with  the  murder  for  which  he  was  execated. 
*-^  In  the  year  1810,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Antone,  formed  a  connection  with  a  young 
UiBn,  it  is  said  of  the  Stockbridge  tribe ;  however,  the  connection  was  soon  broke  off,  and 
dU  young  savage  lefl  his  former  mistress  for  one  more  agreeable.  This  so  enraged  the  he. 
),  that  she  determined  to  kill  her  rival,  which  she  effected  by  stabbing  her  with  an 
m  knife.  When  arrested,  and  on  her  way  to  prison,  she  manifested  a  remarkable 
as  to  her  fete,  justifying  herself  concerning  the  murder  of  the  squaw,  by  observ. 
i^ftfiUf  «A<  had  g9t  mway  her  Indian^  and  deterred  to  die.  She  was  executed  in  Smith. 
mbf  in  tUi  eoon^.  John  Jacobs  was  the  principal  evidence  against  her.  He  had  also 
bjii^ 'ymy  aethro  m  her  arrest.  In  short,  he  was  considered  by  Antone  as  the  principal 
HMS  of  l>i  daogfater's  death,  and  both  before  and  after  her  execution  he  openly  threatened 
Mrkitt  Ub  liie  Irst  opportunity.  Jacobs  hearing  of  \\,  left  the  country,  and  did  not  return 
iB^^aloBe  sent  him  word  that  he  would  not  molrat  him,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
Si-'lttto  his  power.  The  circumstances  of  the  poor  fellowls  death  are  these :  Relying  on 
mise,  he  did  not  take  all  the  precaution  which  seems  to  have  been  necessary. 
p«  liotiiig  eom  in  a  field,  with  a  number  of  men,  when  Antone  came  up  in  a  fiiendly 
__  iiwiring  hands  with  each  one  until  he  came  to  Jacobs,  and  while  grasping  his  hand 
llflMunnt  niendship,  slipt  a  long  knife  from  out  the  frock  sleeve  of  his  left  arm,  pronouncing 
^jpb  ^fjf  ih  brother  P  and  quicker  than  lightning  plunged  it  into  the  body  of  Jacobs, 
^i^lag  um  llniee  times  under  the  short  ribs.  He  fell  at  the  first  blow.  Antone  giving  a 
jPH»iyill,  bonnded  off  before  any  one  had  recovered  presence  of  mind  sufficient  to  pursue 

.**TCfcB  MB*  nigfat,  the  Indians,  learning  whers  he  had  aeoreted  himself^  to  the  nam. 
%mt'^  Mmu  or  twenty  porsned  him.  He  had  eneannped  in  a  thick  copse  of  under, 
hnli,  and  had  provided  himself  with  dogs  that  might  give  the  alarm  in  case  he  was  dis. 
eovired.  He  had  also  with  much  labor  cut  a  path  through  the  thicket,  which  was  almost 
iBpOHable.  On  die  approadi  of  the  pursuers  the  dogs  gave  the  alarm,  and  Antone,  flying 
■Ml  ikn  i9«id  ef  a  doer  ifaio^  the  nanow  path  whiob  lit  bid  eiit,  eaoapod.    9Mtf 
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tftsr,  a  eompanj  conpowd  of  about  thirty  while  nan  and  Lidiaai,  Mfciwail  Ub  I»M 
liidiiigHl^ace.  They  approached  within  twelve  yards  before  they  diacorered  Mm.  •AmIk 
by  hie  agility  he  escaped,  the  night  alao  &Toring  him.  He  went  eonatantly  aimed  wi3i  • 
tAe,  two  or  three  knives,  and  it  has  been  said  that  he  wore  pkrtols  in  hia  beh;  dni,  how- 
ever is  not  certain.  His  two  sons  were  almoot  constantly  wHh  him,  wdl  aimed,  «Bd«  m 
they  declared,  for  the  porpoee  of  defending  their  &ther.  GNm  of  the  faiolhen»  called  rhirim, 
was  a  roost  powerful  and  deqierate  fellow.  He  was  said  to  be  the  strongeat  Indian  cf  hb 
tribe.  He  died  some  years  since  in  Chenango  coonty,  having  undertaken  to  dimk  a  qpMl 
of  mm  on  a  wsger. 

**  There  was  an  attempt  made  to  take  Antone  while  encamped  on  a  Mr.  John  GoAriflli 
land,  in  the  town  of  Sherburne.    Two  laige  and  resolute  Indiana  having  obtained  infa^i 
tion  that  Antone  was  alone  in  his  csmp,  his  two  sons  having  left  him  for  a  fow  days  <«  • 
hunting  tour,  went  with  the  full  determination  of  securing  him.    They  approadwd  hbeMj^ 
undiscovered.    Antone  was  making  a  broom ;  but  the  ever  watchfid  lodsui  ^**«^Big  a  !■!» 
ling  at  the  entrance  of  his  camp,  seized  his  rifle,  and  as  they  suddenly  entonad,  poiatipyM 
the  foremost,  declared  if  he  advanced  a  step  fordier  he  would  shoot  him  dead.    Ka  ~ 
mined  manner  aapalled  the  pursuers,  and  after  parieying  with  him  a  siiart  time,  diey 
drew,  very  mucn  mortified  at  the  result  of  their  enterprise.    But  the  moat 
stance  of  all  was  that  Antone's  rifle  was  not  loaded  at  the  time.    He  has  fipe<|aaBl|y 
aince  of  having  scared  two  Indiana  with  an  empty  rifle.    He  at  length  grew  ao  foailHillHl 
he  marched  tlvougfa  our  towns  and  villages  in  open  day,  without  any  foar  of  beiqgldtaiBi 
It  is  even  said,  that  in  the  village  of  Sherburne  he  entered  a  store  in  which  wen  akMI 
twenQr  men,  and  drank  till  he  was  completely  intoxicated.  • 

**  There  was  nothing  remarkably  interesting  in  his  triaL  His  honor  Jndga  W3hM  ^ 
Uliea,  presided.  The  prisoner  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  plead  imi  gmUif*  ^^^ 
nesses  against  him  were  principally  uncultivated  aons  of  the  fonsL    But  U 


that  their  testimony  vraa  given  with  a  carefulneas  and  precision  acaree^  lo  ba  ttaptttL 

The  teotimony  vraa  clear  and  decisive.    The  court  appointed  Judg*  Aatt  and  -WMi    ^ 

Bjrkland'  hia  counael.    They  reated  their  defence  altogether  on  ifaia,  that  tka 

York  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  her  territory.    Ths 

overruled  the  Section,  and  Antone  was  sentenced  to  be  haqged  on  Tndaf^  i^ 

tember,  1833.    The  prisoner  has  always  objected  to  a  trial,  ^cept  by  hit  oam 

aaya  that  he  has  paid  two  hundred  and  seventy  doUaia  to  the  dimient  iribat 

and  thinks  it  hard  that  he  should  die  when  he  hss  made  his  peaca^viik  the  Mmmm>  m 

particulariy  objectB  to  the  mode  of  execution,  which  he  thinka  is  vmy  ilifimli^g 

good  way,*  said  he,  putting  his  hands  around  hia  neck — *  No  good  My,'  and  than 

to  his  heart,  he  obsmred  dbat  he  should  be  willing  to  be  shoL 

**  Two  or  three  difierent  tribes  have  sent  petitions  prayiug  for  hk  release ;  but  die  Ounkt  ] 
of  which  tribe  he  is  said  by  some  to  be  a  chief,  have  mttlected  it.  This  is  aakl  to  be  aoitf  4 
to  the  influence  of  the  head  chief,  who  is  the  enemy  of  Antone.  Without  do«^  the  hi  ': 
ana  generally  would  be  pleaaed  with  hia  release ;  though  it  is  certainly  a  very  ao^alvcB^ 
eumatance  duat  the  aame  onea  who  volunteered  in  puisuit  of  him  after  dbe  muidar  af  Mi 
Jacoba,  and  to  whom  he  waa  always  a  particular  object  bodi  of  dread  and  foar,  tkmM  MV 
turn  and  petition  for  him.  The  nativea  do  not  generally  assent  to  our  j^'nrffff'r**  mti 
them,  and  it  may  perhapa  be  thought  that  they  petition  for  Antone  on  tfaia  principle.  « 

**  It  may  be  intereating  to  aome  to  know  what  ideaa  of  religion  are  eolertamad  by  ii*  ? 
lone.  As  is  usual,  pious  people  have  talked  widi  him  and  endeavond  to  ezplaBi  As  ft^  1 
dples  of  the  Christian  religion.  .  But  he  either  cannot  or  will  not  "m^tiiland  thsm.  Bi 
has  no  idea  of  a  Savioui^-^nndeed  he  appears  to  be  utteriy  ignorant  of  avuiy  priodpii  if 
Christianity.  He  mentioned  through  the  interpreter  that  he  put  Ua  tmat  in  God,  ctmm 
property  the  Great  Spirit.  He  waa  then  asked  whedier  it  waa  die  God  of  the  Chriite%* 
the  Spirit  which  vraa  worriiipped  by  hk  fothers.  The  eye  of  dia  wanior  ipHiM  lahi 
readily  replied,  *  Tke  Ood  of  wnf  FmiheroP  Until  widun  a  short  time  he  1ms  auwiAli 
some  hopee  of  being  reprieved,  but  they  aeem  to  have  fofled  hiaa.  Ha  aaya  that  ha  iiirilt 
ing  to  die,  and  only  complaina  of  the  aMimsr.  He  ia  very  amdoua  respactii^  his  ba4^ 
being  feariul  that  it  will  be  obtained  for  dissecdon. 

''To  k)ok  at  the  old  wanior,  one  would  aoaroely  auppom  thatha  eoaU  bagai^4|f« 
enormous  a  crime.    He  has  a  noble  countenance,  in  which  there  ia  not  the  laml  exfnudMi    ^ 
ofmaliee.    On  the  contraiy,  there  iaaomething  placable,  and  bocdaiil^  on  aarari^htf*     ] 
features.    Hia  eye  ia  penetreting,  but  yet  expresses  no  oMlty.    EGs  Toiea  Is  tMiiliM 
broken  by  age,  but  pleasant  and  aonoRMs.** 

Fennbr*  taken  from  Cazeuovia  and  Smithfield  in  1823 ;  frcHD  Alb* 
nyinimlm.   tt^ljum.    P«rryiviU0» « tht  SiiHhru  low  if -^    ' 


i 


HADUOM    COUMTf.  368 

NW,  from  MorrisviUe,  and  Feooer  ceDtrally  situated,  are  unall  aet- 
tfemeats. 

Gboeoetoww,  taken  from  De  Ruyter  in  1815;  from  Albany  109 
■uIm,  and  from  Morriaville  centrally  distant  SW.  13  miles.  George- 
tmra  is  a  small  settlement,  near  the  centre  of  the  town.     Pop.  l,m). 

Hamilton  was  originally  taken  from  Paris,  when  part  of  Herkimer 
county  in  ISOl.  At  the  period  of  its  incorporation  it  comprised 
townships  No.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  Eaton,  Madison,  Hamilton,  and  Leba- 
non. The  surface  of  the  township  is  hilly,  but  the  soil  is  of  a  supe- 
rior quality :  it  is  drained  on  the  south  by  the  Chenango  river  and  its 
branches.     Pop.  3,738. 


Northern  view  of  Hamilton  viilage,  Maditon  comUy. 


Hamilton  village  is  8  miles  S  W.  of  Morriaville,  26  from  Utica,  and 
M  from  Albany ;  it  contains  nearly  100  dwellings,  1  Baptist,  1  Pres- 
bvteiian,  and  1  Methodist  church,  and  a  newspaper  pnnting  ofEce. 
The  above  engraving  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  as  seen 
from  a  point  near  the  burying  ground.  The  buildings  of  tne  "  Ham- 
ilton Literary  and  Theological  Seminary"  are  seen  ou  the  elevated 
ground  on  the  lefl.  This  institution  was  incorporated  in  1819,  and 
commenced  operations  in  1820.  The  principal  building,  which  was 
erected  in  1827,  is  of  stone,  100  by  60  feet,  4  stories,  containing  34 
rooms  for  study,  34  lodging  rooms,  a  reading  room,  library,  and  a 
Ivge  chapel.  Another  large  stone  edifice,  100  feet  by  00,  was  erect- 
ed in  1834.  There  is  a  boarding-house,  a  joiner's  shop,  and  a  farm 
pS  130  acres  belonging  to  the  society.  The  regular  course  of  studies 
ii  mx  yean ;  four  m  the  collegiate,  and  two  in  tbe  theological  depart- 
ment. This  seminary  was  established  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Baptists,  and  it  is  soia  to  be  the  largest  theological  institution  of  that 
deoomination  in  the  world.  "  The  institution  is  open  to  young  men 
bavins  the  ministry  in  view  from  every  denomination  of  evangelical 
.  Cbriauaiu."    Foolville,  Hamilton  Goitre,  and  Colchester,  are  aowU 
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Lebanon,  taken  from  Hamilton  in  1807;  from  Albany  llOvfron 
Morrisville  centrally  distant  S.  9  miles.  Lebanon,  Smith's  Valley, 
and  the  "  Centre,"  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  1,794. 

Lenox,  taken  from  Sullivan  in  1809;  from  Albany  118  mila. 
Pop.  5,441.  Cloekville,  10  miles  NW.  from  Morrisville,  has  about  dO 
dwellinffs.  Canastota,  post  village,  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  caaal  and 
great  Western  railroad,  15  miles  from  Morrisville,  has  1  Dutch  Re- 
formed and  1  Methodist  church,  7  mercantile  stores,  and  750  inhab- 
itants. The  village  takes  its  name  from  a  cluster  of  pine  trees  thit 
united  their  branches  over  the  creek  which  passes  through  the  ooitR 
of  the  village  and  bears  its  name,  called  in  the  native  dialect  ef  the 
Oneidas,  Kniste.  The  tract  on  which  the  village  is  located  wUBi- 
tented  in  18^  by  the  state  of  New  York  to  Capt.  Reuben  Ftefapsi 
its  first,  and%ow  its  oldest  inhabitant  The  present  site  of  the  ffBtft 
was  a  wheat  field  when  the  Erie  canal  was  laid  out  and  constroctiBd. 
The  first  framed  house  was  erected  by,  Capt  Perkins  on  an  eminence 
where  it  now  stands,  near  the  cluster  of  pines.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Young 
was  the  first  settled  minister.  Wampsville,  13  miles  from  Morrif- 
ville*  Lenox,  and  Lenox  Basin,  are  small  villages. 

Madison,  taken  from  Hamilton  in  1807 ;  from  Albany  94  miki 
Madison,  Bouckville,  6  miles  E.  from  Morrisville,  Madison  Centre, 
and  Solesville,  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  2,344. 

Nelsom,  taken  from  Cazenovia  in  1807 ;  from  Albany  109  mkk 
Erieville,  9  miles  SW.  from  Morrisville,  has  about  45    ~ 
Nelson  Flats  is  7  miles  W.  from  Morrisville.    Pop.  2,100. 

SrocKBRiDGE,  recently  taken  from  Smithfield;  centrally  distant? 
miles  NE.  from  Morrisville.  Cooks  Comers  and  Munsonville  are 
small  settlements.     Knoxville  is  a  post-office.     Pop.  2,344. 

Smithfield,  taken  from  Cazenovia  in  1807;  from  Albany  108,  cca- 
trally  distant  N.  from  Morrisville  5  miles.  Pop.  1,699.  Peterboro, 
centrally  situated,  has  about  60  dwellings,  2  churches,  and  a  school 
for  the  education  of  colored  persons.  Siloam  and  Stockbridge  are 
villages.  The  principal  part  of  this  town  and  Stockbridge  was  Teased 
of  the  Oneida  Indians  by  Peter  Smith  in  1794,  and  purchased  by  the 
state  in  1795.  These  towns  comprise  the  larger  part  of  the  New 
Petersburg  tract,  and  a  portion  of  the  Oneida  reservation  and  New 
Stockbridge  tract. 

Sullivan  was  first  erected  in  1803,  then  in  Chenango  county;  and 
in  1800  the  eastern  and  largest  part  was  erected  into  the  town  of 
Lenox.  Canascraga  and  Bridgeport  are  villages.  Joslin's  Comers 
is  a  post-office.     Pop.  4,390. 

The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  Chittenango  village  as  it  is 
entered  from  the  SE.  The  village  consists  of  upwards  of  100  dwdt 
ings,  3  churches — 1  Dutch  Reformed,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Baptist— t 
large  woollen  factory,  and  several  other  manufacturing  establisnmentSi 
The  Methodist  church  is  seen  in  the  central  part  of  the  engraving ;  the 
woollen  factory,  built  of  stone,  is  seen  on  the  left;  the  spire  of  theBaptist 
church  is  seen  towards  the  right,  near  which  is  the  spire  of  the  youthi^ 
Bethel.    The  Dutch  Reformed  church,  a  large  stone  structure,  is  a  pio- 


Southetutem  view  of  Ckittenango, 
Bent  object  as  the  village  is  entered  on  the  road  from  the  Erie  canal, 
bat  it  could  not  be  seen  from  the  spot  from  whence  the  above  view 
traa  taken.  The  site  of  the  village  was  probably  at  a  fonner  period 
a  lake ;  it  is  surrounded  on  almost  every  side  by  elevated  grounds, 
in  which  are  found  numerous  petrifactions  of  trees,  branches,  Slc, 
jB  various  stages  of  conversion.  In  the  valley  of  the  Chittenango 
'  creek,  about  a  mile  above  the  village,  are  two  mineral  springs,  one 
nuMtly  sulphur ;  the  other  has  a  large  portion  of  magnesia :  both 
hare  been  found  efficient  in  some  diseases.  The  village  it  situated 
one  mile  S.  of  the  Erie  canal,  2  from  the  Utica  and  Syracuse  rait 
road,  8  from  Cazenovia,  16  from  Moiriatown,  34  from  Utica,  and  15 
from  Syracuse.  Canesaraga  and  Bridgeport  are  post  villages.  The 
latter  is  30  miles  from  Morrisville,  and  has  grown  within  a  few  years 
from  a  hamlet  to  a  thriving  village. 

The  murder  of  Robert  Barber,  by  Lewis  Wilber,  on  the  line  of  the 
Erie  canal  in  this  town,  August  30th,  1837,  caused  a  great  sensation 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Robert  Barber  was  from  Coleraine,  in 
the  nortnem  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  man  of  respectability, 
and  in  easy  circumstances.  He  was  a  widower  of  upwards  of  fmy 
veers  of  age,  and  had  children  and  numerous  respectahle  relatives  in 
Coleraine.  He  lefl  home  on  the  38th  of  August,  for  the  purpose  of 
marrying  a  lady  residing  at  Onondaga,  N.  Y.  On  his  journey  to 
Utica  he  became  acquainted  with  Wilber,  who  was  about  31  years 
of  age,  a  native  of  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  This  prson  was  of  a  low  and 
Ticious  character,  and  in  the  habit  of  thieving  from  his  childhood. 
The  following  account  of  the  murder  is  from  a  pamphlet  published  in 
Morrisville  in  1630. 

■*  At  Udca,  Wilber  fim  eateruined  the  Ihovght  of  murdarin^  dn  old  mui.  For  (hu 
otjurr.  or  my  tJmiUi  onei  he  purchaied  ■  common  iho^knife,  aa  he  nidi — but  fucfa  >  one 
M  >■  oTuneiilled  t  bnidjinife,  with  ■  ihup  point  Bud  ■  turned  wooden  huidla  ;  iteoeteigb. 
nan  peiiee.  Thk  he  wrapped  in  ■  pipei,  tnd  cuiied  it  in  ■  poekei  io  the  ikiri  of  hit  coat. 
"Bomecinie  lowirdi  eTening  of  the  nme  daj,  (the  St9lh,)  they  both  look  aline  boat  10 
aain«,<f«faMi  Edwin B.  Uunsar  wa*  captain ;  tha  nuna  of  iha  bou  h*  could  noli*. 
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collect.  Night  coining  on,  they  lodged  together  in  the  same  berth.  Lttda  of  iaterert  «fr 
currcd  during  the  poasago  until  morning,  when  they  arrived  very  early  at  Burr's  Tavan, 
on  the  canal,  in  Sullivan,  about  three  miles  east  of  the  Chittenango  Landing.  There,  the 
boat  having  stopped,  Wilber  and  his  companion  (for  they  had  by  this  time  become  cooad. 
erably  acquainted,  and  the  old  gentleman  familiar  with  him)  stepped  off  from  the  bott, 
went  into  the  house,  and  drank  something  at  the  bar  that  they  called  for,  which  was  haiMM 
to  them  by  a  woman. 

"  They  then  walked  along  the  towpath  to  Lee*s  Bridge  (so  called,)  aboat  eighty  rodi 
west,  and  had  some  conversation  about  going  on  foot  to  Chittenango  landing ;  and  at  ihi 
suggestion  of  Wilber,  they  crossed  over  Lee's  Bridge,  and  took  a  westerly  direction  tm  Ik 
highway  leading  to  Chittenango  Landing.  They  passed  the  crotch  of  the  road  that  Isadi 
off  towards  Canesaraga,  and  turning  west,  went  on  beyond  all  the  houses  and  buildiBfi 
When  they  reached  me  last  open  field  on  the  right,  before  entering  the  woocb,  WiDw  is- 
formed  the  old  gentleman  that  it  would  lessen  the  distance  to  turn  to  the  right  from  lb 
road,  and  cross  the  woods  in  that  direction.  They  accordingly  got  over  die  fonoe,  tod 
walked  in  the  direction  of  the  woods,  which  they  soon  reached  and  entered.  In  the 
tion  they  were  travelling  at  the  time,  the  woods,  where  they  entered  them,  weie 
sixty  rods  from  the  highway,  and  the  distance  through  the  woods  to  the  canal  (1 
which  they  were  going  at  an  angle  of  about  forty^ve  degrees  to  the  general  eoims  cf  ihi 
canal,)  must  be  not  far  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

^  When  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  body  of  the  old  gentleman  was  subseqaen^f 
found,  (eighteen  or  twenty  rods  distant  from  the  canal,)  Wilber  said  he  took  from  li 
pocket  the  knife  before  described,  and  a  pistol  that  he  carried,  which  at  the  time  was  aol 
charged — and  presenting  the  pistol  to  the  old  gentleman,  demanded  of  him  his  money,  at 
the  same  time  showing  him  the  knife.  Here  he  said  he  became  much  agitated,  and  appa^ 
rently  more  so  than  the  old  gentleman.  The  latter  deliberately  took  his  pocket-book  inm 
a  side-pocket  in  his  coat,  and  a  purse  from  his  pantaloons  pocketp— saying  at  the  aameliM, 

*  I  did  not  think  that  of  you — I  thought  you  was  my  friend.*  Wilber  then  told  him  to  ibov 
down  the  pocket-book  and  purse,  which  he  did.    *  I  was  afraid  to  take  them  ap,'  saidkt, 

*  and  told  him  to  lie  down  and  hide  his  face,  and  not  look  up  for  half  an  hour.*  He  Am 
laid  down  in  the  same  position  in  which  he  lay  when  found,  according  to  the  teslimoDy  if 
the  witnesses.  Here  Wilber  resolved  to  take  the  money  and  leave  him.  He  took  Ab 
pockeubook  and  purse,  and  secured  them.  Then,  stan(ting  by  the  right  side  of  As  dd 
gentleman,  who  lay  on  his  face,  with  his  right  hand  under  his  eyes  and  his  hat  on 
a  second  diought  warned  Wilber  of  the  danger  of  detection  if  the  old  gentleman 
live  ;  and  throwing  up  the  skirt  of  his  coat,  with  a  back-handed  stroke  he  plunged  the 
into  his  body,  near  the  back.bone  and  below  the  ribs.  This  he  repeated  aoTeral  timsa 
He  said  that  from  the  time  he  struck  the  first  blow  with  the  knife,  no  signs  of  life  appssnd. 
Indeed,  he  never  moved  from  the  original  position  in  which  he  laid  down. 

"  But  this  seemed  not  enough.  He  then  stepped  a  few  paces  to  the  west,  and  tfainkim 
that  by  possibility  his  victim  might  survive,  he  picked  up  a  large  stone,  and  approachisf 
him  as  he  lay,  threw  it  at  him,  and  it  struck  his  head.  This  he  diought  made  the  fraetsre 
in  the  skull  above  the  left  ear,  on  the  back  of  the  head,  which  appeared  when  the  body 
was  found,  and  also  a  similar  corresponding  hole  in  the  hat. 

**  In  describing  this  scene — which  he  did  with  a  great  deal  of  accuracy  and  minuteness— 
his  feelings  frequently  overcame  his  utterance,  and  the  burden  of  his  thoughts  choked  hin 
to  silence.  He  would  pause,  and  groan  and  weep ;  and  when  he  spoke  again,  it  woaU  be 
by  exclamations  and  ejaculations,  accompanied  by  the  most  frightful  writhinga,  manifesliBf 
the  greatest  mental  suffering.  He  declared  that  if  the  old  gentleman  had  made  the  kaiM 
resistance  or  noise,  be  should  have  fled,  and  left  him  im touched.** 

Wilber  after  the  murder  proceeded  on  to  Bufl^o,  and  from  thenoe 
to  Cleaveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  arrested  in  April,  1838.  After 
Mr.  Barber  was  missed  by  the  captain  of  the  boat,  from  which  he 
went  with  Wilber,  his  trunk  was  kept  on  board  through  to  Bdblo 
and  back  again  to  Albany,  where  he  saw  a  notice  respectinff  the  di^ 
appearance  of  Mr.  B.  His  suspicions  now  rested  on  Wilber  as  iut 
murderer.  Search  was  made  tar  and  near  on  the  north  side  of  the 
canal ;  this  was  in  October,  and  the  winter  passed  away  without  any 
discovery.  In  March,  1838,  the  body  was  accidentally  disooyefM* 
which  immediately  led  to  the  apprehension  of  Wilber.  He  wis  ei* 
ecuted  at  Morrisyille,  October  8a,  1889. 


MONROE  COUNTY. 

Momtos  couHTT  was  taken  from  Ontario  and  Genesee  in  1821. 
KHant  from  New  York  by  way  of  Albany  NW.  S65,  and  from 
tfbany  W.  210  miles.  Greatest  length  E.  and  W.  84,  greatest 
iMidtii  N.  and  S.  24  miles.  The  surface  is  level,  or  gentlv  wav- 
Ijt  The  mountain  ridge,  a  high  terrace  of  land  nearly  parallel  with 
Ska  Ontario,  extends  across  the  county,  as  also  the  alluvial  way, 
mpoaed  to  have  been  formed  by  the  action  of  the  waters  of  that 
ps  at  some  former  period.  The  soil  is  generally  a  rich  mould  and 
nrjr  pvoductive.  **  It  is  said  that  an  analysis  of  the  Grenesee  wheat, 
■rwnidi  this  county  is  so  celebrated,  exhibits  more  saccharine  than 
III  of  the  southern  states ;  whilst  the  latter  combines  with  a  larger 
pQrtioii  of  iiour  in  the  composition  of  bread.  This  may  explain  wny 
Mdieni  flour  is  more  acceptable  to  the  baker,  and  6enesee  to  the 
sbonimer.    It  is  common  for  extensive  farmers  to  sow  from  50  to 

r  acres  with  wheat,  and  to  reap  an  average  crop  of  20  bushels  to 
aero.  The  product  is  sometimes  30,  40,  and  even  50  bushels  to 
pte  acre.*  The  long  level  of  the  Erie  canal  continues  2i  miles  E. 
# jhe  (Senesee  river.  In  the  towns  of  Rochester,  Mendon,  and  Gates, 
Ism  are  sulphur  springs.  ^  The  towns  of  Parma,  Osden,  Chili,  Riga, 
htes,  and  Greece,  E.  of  the  Triangle,  belonged  to  me  great  tract  of 
ndps  and  Gorham,  together  with  that  portion  of  the  county  E.  of 
isuenesee  river.  Clarkson  and  Sweden,  part  of  the  Triangle,  and 
in^eatland,  were  of  the  tract  purchased  by  Kobert  Morris  from  Mas- 
ichusetts.  Phelps  and  Grorham  sold  out  Greece  and  Gates,  in  frao- 
ional  parts  to  settlers ;  and  Parma,  Ogden,  Riga,  and  Chili,  in  mass 
)»  Robert  Morris.  The  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  were  sold 
Hf  them  in  parcels,  consisting  of  whole  and  parts  of  townships.  The 
aomty  was  settled  chiefly  by  emigrants  from  New  England,  with  a 
bw  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  lower  parts  of  New  York.**  It  con- 
Ims  the  city  of  Rochester  and  19  towns.    Pop.  64,912. 

BaioHTON  was  taken  from  Smallwood  and  Fenfield  in  1814;  NW. 
ban  Albany  216,  from  Rochester  E.  3  miles.  Pop.  2,337.  Blos- 
msville,  situated  on  the  canal,  is  a  small  settlement 

Cboj  was  taken  from  Riga  in  1802 ;  NW.  from  Albany  230,  from 
kochester  S W.  1 1  miles.  Chili.  North  Chili,  South  Chili,  and  aCon- 
lisviUe,  are  post-offices ;  around  which  are  small  settlements.  Pop. 
1174. 

,  Clabksoh  was  taken  from  Murray  in  1819;  NW.  from  Albany 
|PB  lailes.  Clarkson  on  the  Ridge  road,  18  miles  W.  of  Rochester, 
fa  souJl  vina^    Pop.  3,486. 

fiATWMf  originally  named  Northampton,  and  organized  in  1802; 
Wi  Albany  225,  from  Rochester  W.  6  miles.    Pon.  1,728. 

GtSBca  was  taken  from  Gates  in  1802 ;  NW.  from  Albany  225 

PoD.  3,669.    Port  Genesee,  formerly  called  Charlotte,  at  the 

of  IM  Genesee  nver,  on  Lake  Ontario,  7  miles  N.  of  Rochet- 
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ter,  is  a  small  village.  It  has  a  customhouse,  a  pier  over  half  a  nub 
in  length,  for  the  protection  of  the  harbor,  with  a  lighthouse  built  bjr 
the  United  States.  Hanford's  Landing,  3  miles  N.  of  Rochester  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Genesee,  was  formerly  a  place  of  considerable 
business.  ^  It  was  the  first  landing  on  the  river  for  lake  navigation, 
and  here  in  1798  was  built  the  hrst  dwelling,  and  in  1810  the  fint 
store,  on  the  river  below  Avon,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Genesee  rif^ 
er."  Greece  is  a  small  settlement  on  the  ridge  road,  9  miles  NW. 
from  Rochester.  North  Greece  is  a  post-otBce.  The  following 
relative  to  Hanford's  landing  is  firom  Mr.  O'Reilly's  History  of  Ro» 
ester. 

**  A  settlement  was  formed  here  in  1796.  In  1800,  the  English  tniTeller  Minde  mm^ 
tions  that,  as  be  could  not  find  any  accommodations  for  refresbmeni — ^  not  even  a  tfalli 
for  his  hone* — at  'he  place  where  the  city  of  Rochester  has  since  sprung  into  ezistsoesykl 
'  was  obliged  to  proceed  to  Gideon  King's,  at  the  Genesee  Landing,  where  [he]  got  a  ptA 
breakfast  on  wild  pigeons.  Mr.  King  is  the  only  respectable  settler  in  this  towi^p,  (Na 
1,  ahort  range,)  in  which  there  are  at  present  twelve  families,  four  of  whom  have  iisliMirfirJ 
themselves  at  the  Landing.  King,  though  the  proprietor  of  3,000  acres,  lives  in  an  i^ 
different  log  house :  one  reason  for  this  is,  that  be  has  not  been  able  to  procure  boavih 
The  Landing  is  the  port  from  whence  all  the  shipments  of  the  Genesee  river  most  hi 
made ;  but  further  improvements  are  much  checked  in  consequence  of  the  tides  to  Al 
lands  being  in  dispute.  The  circumstances  are  as  follow  :  Mr.  Phelps  sold  3,000  aensir 
this  neighborhood  to  Zadok  Granger  for  about  S  1^*000,  the  payment  being  secured  bf  I 
mortgage  on  the  land.  Granger  died  soon  afler  his  removal  here ;  and  having  sold  part  cf 
the  land,  the  residue  would  not  clear  the  mortgage,  which  prevented  his  heirs  fit>m  adndfr 
istering  on  his  estate.  Phelps  foreclosed  the  mortgage  and  entered  on  possession,  efsn  M 
that  part  which  had  been  already  sold  and  improved.  Some  settlers,  in  consequenct,  M 
their  farms— others  repaid  the  purchase  money — and  others  again,  are  endeavoring  to  nakl 
some  accommodation  with  Mr.  Phelps.  A  son  of  Mr.  Granger  resides  here,  and  Mr* 
Greaves,  his  nephew,  became  also  a  settler,  erected  the  frame  of  a  good  house,  and  ifiei 
The  Landing  is  at  present  an  unhealthy  residence,  but  when  the  woods  get  more  opsBidft 
will  no  doubt  become  as  healthy  as  any  other  part  of  the  Genesee  country.  I  went  to  wm 
the  new  store  and  wharf.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  goods  conveyed  to  and  from  the  wbi( 
in  consequence  o(  the  great  height  and  steepness  of  the  bank.' 

"  As  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  things  in  the  way  of  roads  as  well  as  navigable  ftA 
ties,  we  may  note  a  remark  of  the  traveller,  that  *  yesterday,  August  18,  IrMK),  a  scbooMT 
of  forty  tons  sailed  from  this  Landing  for  Kingston,  U.  C,  laden  with  potash,  which  hid' 
been  sent  from  Canandarqua  to  Rundicut  Bay,  and  from  thence  roimd  about  in  boab  li 
this  (Genesee)  Landing.' 

**  *  This  Landing,'  adds  Maude,  *  is  four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  1*0 
log  huts  are  built  at  its  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario.  At  this  Landing  the  channel  rm 
close  along  shore,  and  has  thirty  feet  depth ;  but  upon  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ihi 
water  shoals  to  sixteen  or  eighteen  feet.  This  place  is  about  eqiully  distant  from  the  ««!■ 
em  and  western  limits  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  opposite  to  its  centre  and  widest  parts,  beii| 
here  about  eighty  [sixty]  miles  across.' 

**  In  January,  1810,  Frederic  Hanford  opened  a  store  of  goods  at  what  was  called  Ai 
Upper  Landing  or  Falltown — the  name  of  Genesee  Landing  was  no  longer  strictly  a|yta* 
ble,  as  another  Landing  had  been  established  at  the  junction  of  the  river  and  lake,  at  Al 
village  called  Chariotte.  Hanford's  was  the  first  merchant's  store  on  the  river  betwMi 
Avon  and  Lake  Ontario— a  distance  of  about  twenty^ve  miles.  Hence  the  place  h^f^"*** 
been  termed  *  Hanford's  Landing.' 

**  In  the  same  year  Silas  O.  Smith  opened  a  store  at  Hanford's  Landing,  but  in  1813  !•• 
moved  to  the  new  village  of  Rochester,  where  he  built  the  first  merchant's  store ;  the  pill 
of  Rochester  having  been  planned  only  the  previous  season. 

**  As  at  the  present  steamboat  landing  on  the  river  at  the  north  part  of  the  city  of  Roeh» 
ter,  railwajrs  were  used  to  facilitate  the  transit  of  freight  between  the  top  of  the  bank  tf 
Hanford's  Landing  and  the  warehouses  or  vessels  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The  riilwiyf 
the  warehouses,  and  the  wharves  at  Hanford's  were  burned  in  1835." 

Henrietta  was  taken  from  Pittsford,  when  part  of  Ontario  countjt 
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in  1816 ;  firom  Albany  228  miles.  Henrietta  Corners  is  a  small  pott 
village  8  miles  S.  of  Rochester.  West  Henrietta  is  a  post-omce. 
Pop.  2,085. 

lEONOEauorry  recently  taken  from  Brighton,  of  which  it  formed  the 
northern  part  It  receives  its  name  from  Irondequoit  bay,  which 
extends  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.    Pop.  1,252. 

**  This  bay,  [Iroodequoit,]  well  known  in  the  early  histofy  of  the  country,  is  now  wholly 
unfitted  for  navigation,  owing  to  the  sandbar  formed  at  its  junction  with  Lake  Ontario.  It 
is  now  much  frequented  by  parties  from  Rochester,  for  gunning,  fishing,  &,c.  The  geolo- 
gilt  also  has  many  attractions  for  a  visit  thither ;  for  *  on  the  borders  uf  the  bay,  and  of  the 
enek  of  the  same  name  which  discharges  itseLf  there,  the  surface  of  the  earth  presents  • 
Moat  extraordinary  and  picturesque  appearance— <a  multitude  of  conical  or  irregular  mound* 
of  sand  and  light  earth,  sometimes  insulated  and  sometimes  united,  rising  to  an  average 
Imght  of  9Q0  feet,  form  a  perfectly  level  meadow  of  the  richest  alluvial  loam.^ 

"  The  history  of  Irondequoit  is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  MiUtary  and  Trad, 
iaf  Potta  of  western  New  York.  A  station  was  established  there  in  17d6,  to  aid  the  BriU 
iih  in  securing  the  trade  with  the  western  Indians,  to  the  exclusion  o(  the  French  at  the 
fewer  end  of  Lake  Ontario. 

•  *.** In  eonneetion  with  the  fact  that  there  was  a  city  laid  out  at  Irondequoit  bay,  it  might 
W  mentioned  that  formerly  supplies  from  New  York,  destined  for  our  western  posts,  were 
Mnt  lo  the  head  of  that  bay,  (instead  of  the  Genesee  river,)  there  freighted  in  batteaux,  to 
Meeed  through  Lake  Ontario  to  Niagara  river — thence  to  be  taken  across  the  portage  to 
jrart  SchloBser ;  and  there  re-embarked  to  proceed  up  the  Niagara  river,  through  Lake  Erie, 
llie  city  was  laid  out  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  near  the  route  of  the  present  roed  be* 

reea  Canandaigua  and  Rochester. 

**  It  may  amuse  some  readers  to  learn  that  Maude,  a  traveller  in  1800,  mentions  that  the 

of  a  schooner  which  sailed  from  Qenesee  river  for  Kingston,  U.  C.,  had  *  been  sent 

Cenendarqua  for  Rimdicut  bay,  and  fit>m  thence  in  boats  round  about  to  Genesee 

laodtng,'  for  shipment  in  the  above  schooner.    [The  cargo  thus  circuitoudy  forwarded 

CJenandaigua  was  potash— and  *  no  potash  was  then  made  about  Irondequoit  or  Gen^ 

lee  landinga  for  want  of  kettles'  in  1800.] 

**  The  mouth  of  Irondequoit  is  about  four  miles  eastward  of  Genesee  river  on  Lake  On. 
>;  end  the  bay  extends  southwaidly  about  five  miles,  neariy  to  the  present  main-travelled 
route  through  Brighton  between  Rochester  and  Canandaigua* 

M » xhe  Teoronto  bay  of  Lake  Ontario,*  says  Spafibrd,  *  merits  more  particular  notice,  if 
fir  DO  other  purpose  than  to  speak  of  Gerundegut,  Irondequoit,  and  Rundicut — names  by 
^AmA  it  is  also  known.  The  Indians  called  it  *  Teoronto* — a  sonoroos  and  purely  Indian 
mney  too  good  to  be  supplanted  by  such  vulgarisms  as  Grerundegut  or  Irondequoit !  The 
bay  is  about  five  miles  long  and  one  mile  wide,  communicating  with  the  lake  by  a  very 
■errew  opening— or  such  it  used  to  have — and  Teoronto,  or  Tche-o.ron.tok,  perhaps  rather 
aeerer  the  Indian  pronunciation,  is  the  place  where  the  watet  breathe  and  die,  or  ga9p  and 
OMfire,  Let  a  person  of  as  much  discernment  as  these  savages  watch  the  motion  of  the 
«»Tee  in  this  bay,  and  he  will  admire  the  aptitude  of  its  name,  and  never  again  pronotmce 
Geffundegnt,  Irondequoit,  or  Rundicut*  *' 

Mendon  was  taken  from  Bloomfield  in  1812 ;  from  Albany  209 
miles.  Pop.  3,435.  Mendon,  incorporated  in  1833,  is  a  small  village 
near  the  eastern  line  of  the  town.  West  Mendon  is  10  miles  S.  of 
the  Erie  canal,  on  the  Honeoye  creek,  which  has  here  a  fall  of  60 
on  which  are  extensive  manufacturiniz:  establishments.  There 
here  upwards  of  100  dwellings.  North  Mendon  is  a  hamlet 
OoDEN,  taken  firom  Parma  in  1817 ;  from  Rochester  10,  and  Alba-* 
230  miles.  Pop.  2,404.  Adams  and  Spencers  basins,  on  the 
canal,  are  post-offices,  and  small  settlements.  At  Ogden,  post-office, 
S  miles  S.  from  the  canal,  10  W.  from  Rochester,  are  1  Presbyterian 
and  1  Baptist  church,  and  a  small  number  of  dwellings. 

Pabma,  organized  as  part  of  Genesee  county  in  1808,  and  taken 
from  NoiithamptQn»  the  original  name  of  Grates ;  from  Albany  230 
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miles.  Pop.  2,651.  Parma  village,  on  the  rid^  road,  IS  nnlet  W. 
from  Rochester,  is  a  small  village.  At  Parma  Uentre,  15  mil^  from 
Rochester,  there  is  a  small  collection  of  dwellings. 

Penfield,  taken  from  Boyle  in  1810 ;  NW.  from  Albany  211  ini]e& 
Pop.  2,842.  Penfield  villa^,  on  the  Irondequoit  creek,  8  miles  SEL  of 
Rochester,  has  about  30  dwellings.  The  creek  in  paasinff  throudi 
the  village  has  a  descent  of  90  feet,  forming  the  high  faUa  of  tie 
Irondequoit,  affording  a  valuable  water-power. 

Perrinton,  taken  from  Boyle  in  1812 ;  NW.  from  Albany  301 
miles.  Pop.  2,513.  Bushnells,  Fulloms,  and  Fairport,  are  basins  aaii 
settlements  on  the  canal.  At  Bushnells  basin,  11  miles  S£«  bom 
Rochester,  is  the  great  embankment  over  the  Irondequoit  creeL 
This  embankment  is  the  greatest  work  on  the  canal ;  it  it  nearly  i 
mile  in  length  and  from  40  to  76  feet  in  height.  It  is  partly  natinal, 
partly  artihcial,  and  extending  in  a  winding  direction  across  the  vit 
ley.  The  following  is  extracted  from  the  journal  of  De  Witt  Clintom 
while  on  his  exploring  tour  with  the  canaJ  commissioners  in  1810l 

"  We  urived  at  the  tavern  at  Perrin*8,  in  the  town  of  Boyle,  [now  Perrinton,]  cwe&qMM 
milee  from  Canandaigua,  four  and  a  half  from  Gerundegut  or  Innideqiioit  iMttjUi^^  g/i 
fourteen  from  Charlottesbuigh.  A  veasel  of  thirty  tons  can  go  to  the  head  of  daa  haiim 
[from  Lake  Ontario ;  but  the  sandbar  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  now  preventi  all  UHemNHt 
of  that  sort.]  The  sign  of  the  tavern  contains  masonic  emblems,  uid  is  by  8.  Felt  4  Cib 
Felt  is  a  man  in  the  landlord's  employ ;  and  the  object  of  this  masked  ngn  ia,  as  tks  Iwk 
lord  sajrs,  to  prevent  his  debtors  from  avoiding  his  house.  *  *  *  We  draw  lots  §m  Ai 
choice  of  beds ;  and  it  turning  out  in  my  favor,  I  chose  the  worst  bed  in  the  hoiwe.  I  wm 
tmable  to  sleep  on  account  of  the  fleas,  &,c,  *  *  •  At  this  place  we  eat  the  celsbnirf 
whitefish,  salted ;  it  is  better  than  shad,  and  cost  at  Irondequoit  landing  91S  per  banal 

"  We  departed  from  here  at  seven  o'clock,  after  breakfast ;  and  after  a  ride  of  e^jii  ■! 
a  half  miles,  arrived  at  a  ford  of  the  Genesee  river  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Gnat  M^ 
and  seven  and  a  half  from  Lake  Ontario." 

PrrTSFORD  was  taken  from  Smallwood  in  1814  ;  NW.  from  Albany 
215  miles.  Pop.  1,983.  Pittsford,  a  thriving  village  on  the  canal,  6 
miles  SE.  from  Rochester,  was  incorporated  in  1827 ;  it  hat  about 
100  dwellings. 

Riga  was  taken  from  Northampton  in  1808;  from  Albany  SM 
miles.  Pop.  1,983.  Churchville  and  Riga  are  the  post-offioet.  Tk 
pleasant  little  village  of  Churchville  is  on  the  Rochester  and  Batavia 
railroad,  15  miles  bW.  from  Rochester. 

Rochester,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  a  rapid  and  vig- 
orous growth  as  a  village  or  city  in  this  countrv,  is  situated  iu  lat  N. 
43°,  long.  W.  40' ;  distant  from  Albany  217  miles,  Buffalo  TSyCanaa* 
daigua  28,  Batavia  35,  S.  from  Lake  Ontario  7,  and  861  miles  fron 
Washington.  In  the  year  1810  there  was  not  a  houae  where  Rocli> 
ester  now  stands.  The  first  allotments  for  a  village  were  made  in 
1812,  when  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Carrol],  and  WiUiaiD 
Fitzhugh,  surveyed  the  hundred-acre  tract  for  a  settlement,  under  ti» 
name  of  ^  Rochester^*'  after  the  senior  proprietor.  This  tract  wu  a 
^  mill  lot,"  bestowed  by  Phelps  and  Gorham  on  a  semi-savage  oaDed 
Indian  Alkn^  as  a  bonus  for  building  mills  to  ffrind  com  and  saw 
boards  for  the  few  settlers  in  this  region  at  the  tune.  The  milis  de- 
cayed* as  the  business  of  the  country  was  insufficifii^toaiiiiportthesB^ 
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and  AOeii  sold  the  property  to  Sir  William  Pulteney,  whoie  ettate 
tiien  ioduded  a  large  section  of  the  **  Genesee  country."  The  sale 
to  Rochester,  Fitzhugh,  and  Carroll,  took  place  in  1802,  at  the  rate 
of  $15.50  per  acre,  or  $1,750  for  the  lot,  with  its '' bettermadts." 
Some  of  the  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Genesee  in  Rochester,  (the 
Inmdred-acre  tract  being  on  the  west  side,)  was  sold  by  Phelps  and 
Gorham  in  1700,  for  eighteen  pence  an  acre. 

The  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  produced  much  distress  in 
this  frontier  region,  impeded  the  progress  of  Rochester  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  the  population  at  the  commencement  of  1816  amounted  to 
only  381.  By  the  opening  of  the  Erie  canal,  Rochester  became  the 
great  thoroughfare  between  the  seaboard  and  the  inland  waters.  On 
ttie  incorporation  of  the  village  in  1817,  about  750  acres  were  includ- 
ed within  its  limits.  The  city  charter,  in  1834,  extended  the  bounds 
io  as  to  embrace  upwards  of  4,000  acres.  The  staple  product  of  the 
jfcrtile  valley  of  the  Genesee  is  wheat,  remarkable  for  its  quantitv  as 
well  as  its  quality.  Its  celebrity  is  increased  by  the  skill  with  which 
H  is  prepared  for  market  By  the  immense  water-power  formed  by 
ithe  ulls  of  the  Genesee,  Rochester  is  the  largest  as  well  as  the  best 
Arar  manufactory  in  the  world.  There  are  now  within  the  citv  20 
tfldOs,  (exclusive  of  ffrist-mills,)  with  nearly  100  runs  of  stone.  These 
mills  are  capable  of  manufacturing  5,000  barrels  of  flour  daily,  and 
when  in  full  operation,  require  about  20,000  bushels  of  wheat  daily. 
'AtxMit  half  a  million  barrels  of  flour  are  yearly  manufactured.  There 
are  12  saw-mills,  and  various  other  establishments  that  use  the  water- 
power,  such  as  turning,  stone-cutting,  grinding  dye-woods  and  barL 
There  are  1  cotton  and  3  woollen  mills.  Carpets,  edge  tools,  and  vari- 
ous other  articles  are  here  manufactured.  The  business  portion  of 
the  city  is  compactly  built,  and  contains  many  splendid  houses  and 
otores  tour  stories  high.  The  east  and  west  portions  of  the  city  are 
'eonnected  by  several  bridges,  and  by  the  great  aqueduct  of  the  Erie 
canal,  upwards  of  800  feet  long.  There  are  3  banks,  having  an  ag^ 
gregate  capital  of  about  one  million  of  dollars ;  6  newspapers,  and 
mimerous  religious,  benevolent,  and  literary  associations.  Population 
in  1840  was  20,202. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  churches  in  Rochester,  with  the  date 
of  their  organization.* 

fint  Pratbyteraui, 1815 

8l  Luke's,  (EpiKopd,) 1817 

Keadt. 1817 

Fine  Bftplwt, 1818 

KttfC  Bfetboditt  Epiacopal, 1830 

81.  PAtrick*!,  iCadiolic,) 1830 

TIM  PiMbftMMm 18S7 

Ortliodos  Friends 1888 

Itefonned  Presbjrterisn, 1831 


Brick,  fonneriy  second,  (Presbyterian,)  18S9 

Second  Baptist, 18S4 

Zion  churcii,  (African,) 1815 

German  Eyangelical  Lutheran, 18S5 

German  Roman  Catholic, 1836 

Second  Methodist  Episcopal, 18SS 

f>ee  WiU  Baptist, 18SS 

Bethel  Free,  (PrssbyterianJ 18IS 

Free  Congregational, 18S6 

WnB  Pnsbyterian, 1839  UmrersaliBt, 1837 

fenneriy  8l  Paufs,  (Episcopal,)  1833  African  Methodist  Episcopal  church,...  1637 


*Fbr  tfris  and  most  other  facts  respecting  this  plaoe,  the  authors  are  indebted  to  a  work 
•■tided  **Skitekm  ^  Rocketter,-  tstfA  HteidmUl  Naiicu  •/  Wtttem  New  York,  ko^ 
lor  Bevy  O'EeUly."  This  volume  was  publishsd  in  1838 ;  it  is  a  duodecimo  ot  41i 
fbll  df  interesting  historical  details,  and  illustratsd  by  49  engranngs. 
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No  longer  ago  than  1813,  pagan  rites  were  performed  on  the  spot 
where  so  many  Christian  temples  have  been  since  erectecL  The  m- 
lowinff  account  of  the  last  sacrifice  of  the  Senecas,  near  where  the 
Bethel  church  now  stands,  is  from  Mr.  O'Reilly's  History. 

**  It  may  be  premised  that  the  Senecaa,  and  probably  others  of  the  Six  NatiooB,  htit 
five  feast!  anmually ;  on  which  occasions  it  is  customary  to  return  thanks  to  Naawanew  far 
his  blessingB,  or  to  deprecate  his  wrath.  At  these  times  also  the  chiefr  conversed  apoD  iki 
afiairs  of  the  tribes,  and  generally  uiged  upon  the  people  the  duty  of  demeaning  themMhm 
so  as  to  ensure  a  continuance  of  the  fiivor  which  had  attended  them  in  their  puisuita  <f 
peace  or  war.  These  feasts  followed  the  consummation  of  the  matters  usually  watdMd 
with  moat  interest  by  Indians  in  peaceful  time»— one  of  the  c^monies  occurring  aflir 
*  sugar.time ;'  another  after  planting ;  a  third  called  the  green.4M>m  feast,  when  the  miiB 
first  becomes  fit  for  use ;  the  fourth  after  the  com-banrest ;  and  the  fifth  at  the  dose  of  tbor 
year,  late  in  January  or  early  in  February,  according  to  the  moon. 

^  The  latter  ceremonial  was  performed  for  the  last  time  in  Rochester  in  January,  1811 
The  concluding  rites  were  seen  by  some  of  the  few  persons  then  settled  in  *  these  ptilk' 
From  Mr.  Edwin  Scrantom,  now  a  merchant  of  the  city,  who  was  among  the  spectatan^ 
we  have  had  an  account  of  the  ceremonial,  as  far  as  he  beheld  it,  which  correspond!  viA 
the  accounts  given  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirtdand,  long  a  missionary  among  the  Six  Nttioai^ 
Mnd  by  the  *  White  Woman,*  that  remarkable  associate  of  the  Senecas.  The  latter  penoi. 
age  related,  that  when  the  Indians  returned  from  hunting,  ten  or  twenty  of  their  oumbcr 
were  appointed  to  superintend  the  great  *  sacrifice  and  thanksgiving.*  PreparatiooB  woi 
made  at  the  eouncil-house  or  other  place  of  meeting  for  the  accommodation  of  the  oftt 
during  the  ceremonial.  Nine  days  was  the  period,  and  two  white  dogs  the  number  tai 
kind  of  animals  formerly  required  for  the  festival ;  though  in  these  latter  days  of  reform  tai 
retrenchment  (for  the  prevailing  spirit  had  reached  even  the  wigwams  and  the  altan  of  iki 
Senecas)  the  time  has  been  curtailed  to  seven  or  five  days,  and  a  single  dog  was  made  iki 
scapegoat  to  bear  away  the  sins  of  the  tribe  !  Two  dogs,  as  nearly  white  as  could  be  pio> 
cured,  were  usually  selected  from  those  belonging  to  the  tribe,  and  were  carefully  kiUed  it 
the  door  of  the  council-house  by  means  of  strangulation ;  for  a  wound  on  the  animal  or  ii 
efiusion  of  blood  would  spoil  die  victim  for  the  sacrificial  purpose.  The  dogs  were  diea 
fimtastiealiy  painted  with  various  colors,  decorated  with  feathen,  and  suspended  ab(^ 
twenty  feet  high  at  the  council-house  or  near  the  centre  of  the  camp.  The  ceremonial  ii 
then  commenced,  and  the  five,  seven,  or  nine  days  of  its  continuance  are  marked  bf  feiit» 
ing  and  dancing,  aa  well  as  by  sacrifice  and  consultation.  Two  select  bands,  one  of  odm 
and  another  of  women,  ornamented  with  trinkefia  and  feathers,  and  each  person  fumlM 
with  an  ear  of  com  in  the  right  hand,  dance  in  a  circle  around  the  council.fire,  which  ii 
kindled  for  the  occasion,  and  regulate  their  stcpe  by  rude  music.  Hence  they  proceed  to 
every  wigwam  in  the  camp ;  and,  in  like  manner,  dance  in  a  circle  around  each  fire.  At- 
terward,  on  another  day,  several  men  clothe  themselves  in  the  skins  of  wild  beasta,  cover 
their  faces  with  hideous  masks  and  their  hands  with  the  shell  of  the  tortoise,  and  in  tw 
garb  they  go  among  the  wigwams,  making  horrid  noises,  taking  the  fuel  from  the  fir^^^ 
scattering  the  embers  and  ashes  about  the  floor,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  away  evil  apiritL 
The  persons  performing  these  operations  are  supposed  not  only  to  drive  off  the  eril  spii^ 
but  to  concentrate  witl^  themselves  all  the  sins  of  their  tribe.  These  sins  are  afterward 
all  transfused  into  one  of  their  own  number,  who,  by  some  magical  dexterity  or  sleight^^ 
hand,  works  ofrfi*om  himself  into  the  dogs  the  concentrated  wickedness  of  the  tribe !  Tkt 
scapegoat  dogs  are  then  placed  on  a  pile  of  wood,  to  which  fire  is  applied,  while  the  «f- 
rounding  crowd  throw  tobacco  or  other  incense  upon  the  flame,  the  scent  of  which  ■ 
deemed  to  co-operate  with  the  sacrifice  of  the  animab  in  conciliating  the  favor  of  Nan*** 
new  or  the  Great  Spirit.  When  the  dogs  are  partly  consumed,  one  is  taken  ofi*  and  pf^ 
into  a  large  kettle  with  vegetables  of  various  kmds,  and  all  around  devour  the  contenti  « 
the  *  reeking  caldron.'  Afier  this  the  Indians  perform  the  dances  of  war  and  peace,  aBi 
amoke  the  calumet :  then,  free  from  wickedness,  they  repair  to  their  respective  places  « 
•bode,  prepared  for  the  evenfia  of  the  new  year." 

The  following  is  a  view  of  the  middle  or  main  falls,  as  seen  from  tb0 
east  bank  of  Uie  Genesee.  The  Rochester  and  Auburn  railroaj 
bridge  is  viewed  a  few  rods  north  of  the  falls.  The  perpendicular  ftD 
of  the  water  at  this  place  is  06  feet ;  towards  the  right  of  the  engra^' 
ing  is  seen  a  small  tabular  projection  from  the  general  line  of  tbi 
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Genaiee  Falls  at  Raclteaier. 

Terge  of  Ae  precipice.  From  this  projection,  in  the  fitU  of  18S9, 
Sam  P&tclt'took  a  lut  leap,  and  peiiiified,  not  much  unlike  many  otb- 
•IB  before  liuD, 

^Mekiii|  (bi  bobble  rapotalion,  viva  in  Ibe  cannon*!  month." 
The  river  below  this  fall  is  broad  and  deep,  with  occasional  rarads 
for  a  mile  uid  a  half  to  the  Lower  Falls,  the  first  25,  the  other  84  feet, 
making  a  total  descent  of  100  feet  in  a  t^-.  rods.  Just  below  this  place 
stood  the  celebrated  Carthage  bridge,  remarkable  in  its  fate  aa  m  its 
construction.  It  was  completed  in  Februaiy,  1919;  it  consisted  of 
an  entire  wch,  the  chord  of  which  was  352  feet,  and  the  versed  sine 
&4  feet  Its  entire  Imgth  was  718  feet,  and  the  width  80  ;  the  sum- 
mit of  the  arph  was  190  feet  from  the  water.  "  The  most  lofty  single 
arch  at  pieaent  in  Europe,  is  110  feet  less  in  length  than  this  was, 
and  the  arch  not  as  hign  by  96  feet."  This  daring  work  stood  but 
one  year,  and  one  day ;  which  latter  period  saved  the  builders  from 
loss,  as  they  guarantied  that  the  structure  should  endure  for  one  year. 
It  contained  about  70,000  feet  of  timber,  running  measure,  beiides 
04,630  feekof  board  measure.  "  The  immense  weight  of  timber  press- 
ing  unequaHy  apon  the  arch,  threw  up  the  centre  from  its  equiUbrium, 
atu  the  whole  tumbled  mto  ruins."  A  port  of  entry  was  estabUshed 
at  what  is  now  known  aa  the  harbor  of  Rochester,  in  1805 ;  when 
Samuel  Latta,  residing  at  the  junction  of  the  river  and  lake,  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  collector.  The  Rochester  or  Genesee  revenue  dis- 
trict has  a  frontier  of  about  70  miles  on  Lake  Ctatario,  extending 
westward  froip  Bodus  bay,  Wayne  county.  The  port  of  Rochester, 
at  the  Ontario  steamboat  lauding,  is  situated  at  the  north  line  of  the 
city,  about  five  miles  from  the  lake.  The  largest  vessels  on  the  lake 
can  asGOid  the  river  to  this  point*-  There  are  three  railways  for 
facilitating  the  business  between  the  vessels  and  the  warebouies  on 
the  upperbaoks,  which  axe  here  about  160  feet  high. 
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"  A  BeriouB  aJann,  attended  by  some  amuiing  conBequencei,  occniigd  in  Mij,  1814, 
when  Sir  James  Yeo,  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  vessels  of  various  sizes,  appeared  off  the  mooik 
of  the  Genesee,  threatening  the  destruction  of  the  rude  improvements  in  and  anMind  Ro. 
Chester.  Messengers  were  despatched  to  arouse  the  people  in  the  sunoandin^  country  ibr 
defence  against  the  threatened  attack.  There  were  then  but  thirty-three  people  in  Roches. 
ter  capable  of  bearing  arms.  This  little  band  threw  up  a  breastwoik  called  Fort  Bendsr, 
near  the  Deep  Hollow,  beside  the  Lower  Falls,  and  hurried  down  to  the  junction  of  ths 
Genesee  and  Lake  Ontario,  five  miles  north  of  the  present  city  limiia,  whore  the  ensaiy 
threatened  to  land ;  leaving  behind  them  two  old  men,  with  some  yomg  lada,  to  icMOfs 
the  women  and  children  into  the  woods,  in  case  the  British  should  attempt  to  land  for  tb 
capture  of  the  provisions  and  destruction  of  the  bridge  at  Rochester,  dee.  F^widB  Bkeva 
and  Elisha  Ely  acted  as  captains,  and  Isaac  W.  Stone  as  mijor  of  the  Rocheeier  fbitsa, 
which  were  strengthened  by  the  auddidons  that  could  be  made  from  this  thinly-aettled  ragioa. 
Though  the  equipments  and  discipline  of  these  troops  would  not  fotm  a  brilliant  pictore  for 
a  warlike  eye,  their  very  awkwardness  in  those  points,  coupled  as  it  was  with  thw  aagacity 
and  courage,  accomplished  more  perhaps  than  could  have  been  efleeted  by  a  laifcr  font 
of  regular  troops  bedHnened  with  the  trappings  of  military  pomp.  The  militia  thai  hmtitf 
collected,  were  marched  and  countermarched,  disappearing  in  the  woods  at  one  point  aal 
Buddenly  emerging  elsewhere,  so  as  to  impress  the  enemy  with  the  belief  that  the  fens 
collected  for  defence  was  far  greater  than  it  actually  was.  (The  drcnrnetannea  here  raialrf 
are  substantially  as  mentioned  to  the  writer  by  one  who  was  then  and  is  now  a  readstt 
of  Rochester.)  An  officer  with  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  frxxn  the  British  fleet.  A  ayida 
officer  marched  down,  with  ten  of  the  most  soldierlike  men,  to  receive  him  oo  Ligblhei 
Point.    These  militiamen  carried  their  guns  as  nearly  upright  as  might  be  consiatent  aidi 


their  plan  of  being  ready  for  action  by  keeping  hold  of  the  triggers !  The  Britiel 
was  astonished :  he  *  looked  unutterable  things.*  *  Sir,*  said  he,  *  do  yon  reoeiTO  a  Btig  rf 
truce  under  arms,  with  cocked  triggers  7*  *  Excuse  me,  excuse  me,  air ;  we  backi 
are  not  well  versed  in  military  tactics,*  replied  the  American  officer,  who  prompdy 
to  rectify  his  error  by  ordering  his  men  to  *  gnund  armtf*  The  Briton  was  BtUl 
tonished ;  and,  after  delivering  a  brief  message,  inmiediately  departed  for  the  fleet,  ii 
ing  by  his  countenance  a  suspicion  that  the  ignorance  of  tactica  which  he  had  wit 
was  all  feigned  for  the  occasion,  so  as  to  deceive  the  British  conmiodore  into  a  aaaiel 
Shortly  afterward,  on  the  same  day,  another  officer  came  ashore  with  a  flag  of  imee  ftr 
further  pariey,  as  the  British  were  evidently  too  suspicious  of  stratagem  to  attempt  a  boads 
landing  if  there  was  any  possibility  of  compromisiiy  for  the  spoils.  Capt.  FraaciB  Braera 
was  deputed  with  a  guard  to  receive  the  last  flag  of^truce.  The  British  officer  looked  mL 
piciously  upon  him  and  upon  his  guard  ;  and,  after  some  conversation,  fomiliariy  grasped 
the  pantaloons  of  Capt.  B.  about  the  knee,  remarking,  as  he  firmly  handled  it,  *  i  our  cloth 
IB  too  good  to  be  spoiled  by  such  a  bungling  tailor ;'  alluding  to  the  width  and  clomay  aa. 
pect  of  that  garment.  Brown  was  quickwitted  as  well  as  resolute,  and  replied  jocoaely, 
that  *  he  was  prevented  from  dressing  fashionably  by  his  haste  that  morning  to  salute  woik 
distinguished  visiters  !'  The  Briton  obviously  imagined  that  Brown  was  a  regular  ofieer 
of  the  American  army,  whoee  regimentals  were  masked  by  clunvy  orerdoihee.  The  pf»> 
position  was  then  made,  that,  if  die  Americans  would  deliver  up  the  provisiooe  and  anhttiy 
stores  which  might  be  in  and  around  Rochester  or  Charlotte,  Sir  Jamea  Yeo  would  ^laif 
the  settlements  from  destruction.  *  Will  you  comply  with  the  offer  T  *  JBUod  kneeJnf 
JkrMt  /*  was  the  emphatic  rrply  of  Francis  Brown. 

**  While  this  pariey  was  in  progress,  an  American  officer,  with  his  stafl^  retntning  froa  ihi 
Niagara  frontier,  was  accidentally  seen  passing  from  one  wooded  point  to  another;  wad 
this,  with  other  circumstances,  afforded  to  the  British  *  confirmation  strong*  that  their  taip* 
cions  were  well  founded ;  that  there  was  a  considerable  American  army  collected ;  anddiit 
the  Yankee  officers  ahammed  ignorance  for  the  purpose  of  entrapping  ashora  the  i 
and  his  forces  1  The  return  of  the  last  flsg  to  the  fleet  was  followed  by  a  ▼)(< 
bombs  and  balls,  while  the  compliment  was  spiritedly  returned,  not  without 
at  least  one  of  the  vessels,  by  a  rusty  old  six-pounder,  which  had  been  fiirbiahed  and 
ed  on  a  log  for  the  important  occaaion.  After  a  few  hours  spent  in  this  unavaiHogi 
Admiral  Yeo  run  down  to  PulteneyviUe,  about  twenty  nnlea  eastward  of  Oeneaee 
where,  on  learning  how  they  had  been  outwitted  and  deterred  from  landing  by 
handful  of  militia,  their  mortification  could  scarcely  restrain  all  hands  from  a  hearty  jaaffc 
at  the  *  Yankee  trick.*  ** 

Rush  was  taken  from  Avon  in  1818  ;  from  Albany  229  mfles.  F6p. 
1,929.  Rush,  12  S.,  Sibley's  Comers  and  Green's  Comers,  each  15 
miles  from  Rochester,  Hartwell's  Comers  and  Davii*  Comen,  are 
small  settlements. 
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Colkgiate  building  at  BrockporL 


SmoKR,  taken  from  Murray  in  1813;  from  Albany  241  milet. 
Pop.  3,133.  Brockport  village  was  incorporated  in  1829.  It  is  situ^ 
■ted  on  the  Erie  canal,  30  milea  SE.  from  Rochester,  and  239  from 
Albany.  The  villa^  consists  of  about  300  dwellings,  some  of  them 
three  aod  four  stones  high,  built  of  brick  or  freestone.  The  citizens 
have  erected  a  noble  stone  building  five  stories  high,  for  a  collegiate 
institution,  at  an  expense  of  925,000,  of  which  the  above  engraving  is 
4  representation.  Large  quantities  of  wheat  have  been  purchased  in 
thta  village  for  the  Rochester  mills ;  451,000  bushels  were  bought 
here  in  1835.  The  first  buildings  in  the  village  were  erected  in  1830; 
the  population  ii  now  upwards  of  1,300. 

Weutex.  14  miles  NE.  from  Rochester,  was  recently  taken  from 
Penfield,  of  which  it  formed  the  northern  part  The  township  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Ontario.     Pop.  2,235. 

WaKATLAxn,  originally  named  Inverness,  and  taken  from  Caledo- 
nia in  1821 ;  from  Albany  232  miles.  Pop.  2,871.  Scottsville,  on 
Aliens  creek,  12  miles  S  W.  from  Rochester,  near  Genesee  river,  con- 
tains several  churches,  and  upwards  of  150  dwellings.  The  water- 
power  here  has  been  lately  much  improved  by  a  canal  one  mile  in 
leogth.  taken  from  the  creek  to  the  Genesee  river,  by  which  a  head 
of  about  18  feet  is  obtained.  Indian  Allen,  so  called,  was  the  first 
•ettler  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  which  goes  by  his  name.  In  the 
year  1800,  Isaac  Scott  located  himself  where  the  village  is  now  built. 
From  this  pioneer  of  the  wilderness  the  village  derives  its  name. 
There  are  within  three  miles  of  this  place  the  remains  of  four  ancient 
fordficatioDS.  Trees  have  grown  on  these  mounds  indicating  a  lapse 
of  from  four  to  five  hundred  years  since  they  were  constructed.  Mum- 
fordjville,  also  on  Aliens  creek,  18  miles  SW.  from  Rochester,  is  a 
■mall  Kttlement.  There  is  a  small  collection  of  dwellings  in  the  vi- 
d&ity  of  WheatUnd  post-office  and  at  Garbetti  mills. 


mohtsohixt  coomrr. 
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MoNTcOHEKY  coDNTy  was  aamed  after  the  lamented  Gen.  Montgom- 
ery, who  fell  at  the  attack  on  Quebec,  in  the  revolution.  Its  greatett 
length  is  34  E.  and  W.,  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S.  13  miles.  It  wai 
originally  taken  from  Albany  and  named  in  honor  of  William  Tr^'oOi 
then  governor  of  the  province.  Its  name  was  changed  in  1784,  II 
embraced  all  that  part  of  the  state  lymg  west  of  a  line  running  nortb 
and  south  nearly  through  the  centre  of  the  present  county  of  Schoharie, 
It  was  divided  into  five  districts — subdivided  into  precincts.  The  Mo- 
hawk district  included  Fort  Hunter,  Cauenawaga,  Johnstown,  and 
Kingsboro' ;  Canajoharie  district  embraced  the  present  town  of  thai 
name,  with  all  the  country  southward,  comprehending  Cherry  Vallej 
of  Otsego,  and  Harpersfield  of  Delaware  counties ;  Palatine  district, 
north  ol  the  Mohawk,  extended  over  the  region  so  called,  and  Stooe 
'Arabia,  itc. ;  German  Flats  district  and  Kingsland  covered  the  moft 
western  settlements.  The  Erie  canal  crosses  the  county  on  the  soulk 
side  of  the  Mohawk,  and  the  Schenectady  and  Utica  railroad  on  tha  j 
north  side.  The  Erie  canal  passes  the  Schoharie  creek  througlic  J 
pond  formed  by  a  dam  across  the  stream  below.  Its  fall  within  tl' 
county  is  86  feet,  by  12  locks.  The  county  is  divided  into  ten  toin 
Pop.  35,801. 


Southern  view  of  Sir  Guy  Johnson's  house,  Amsterdam. 


Ambtebdam,  taken  from  Caugnawaga  in  1793.  It  has  a  roIHiig 
surface  and  fertile  soil.  Pop.  fl,329.  Amsterdam  village,  incorpo- 
rated in  1830,  upon  the  Mohawk  river  and  turnpike  and  Utica  rtil- 
road,  16  miles  W.  of  Schenectady,  contains  several  cburchei,  nt 
academy,  and  about  700  inhabitants.  The  Erie  canal  is  on  the  aootb 
side  of  the  river,  over  which  there  is  a  commodious  bridge. 

The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  the  mansion  house  of  Colonel 
Guy  Johnson,  as  seen  from  the  opposite  side  oi  the  river.  It  is  built 
of  stone,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  about  a  mile  from  Am- 
sterdam village.  The  western  railroad  now  passes  a  few  roda  nordii 
and  in  front    It  is  a  beautiiiil  situation,  and  was  formerly  called  "Gtqr 
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mmiU  of  the  tignatwres  of  tke  Johnmrnt^  and  of  (UiUmttX  Joki^  BtUUr,  and  ki»  mm 
I 

The  house  occupied  by  Sir  John  Johnson  is  further  to  the 
m  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  These  men  lived  here  essen- 
n  the  rank  and  splendor  of  noblemen,  till  their  possessions  were 
»ted  by  the  state  for  their  adherence  to  the  British  cause.  Sir 
WBM  not  as  popular  as  his  father^  Sir  William  Johnson^  beinff 
cial  and  less  acquainted  with  human  nature.  He  accompanied 
lier  on  some  of  his  military  expeditions,  and  probably  saw 
erable  service.  After  his  flight  from  Johnstown  to  Canada^  he 
month  of  January,  1777,  found  his  way  into  New  York, 
I  possession  of  the  British  troops.  *^  From  that  period  he  be- 
lot  only  one  of  the  most  active,  but  one  of  the  bitterest  foes  of 
a  countrymen  of  any  who  were  engaged  in  the  war,  and  re- 
ly the  scourge  of  his  own  former  neighbors.  He  was  unques- 
y  a  loyalist  from  principle,  else  he  would  scarcely  have 
ed,  as  he  did,  and  ultimately  lost,  domains  larger  and  fairer 
robably  ever  belonged  to  a  single  proprietor  in  America,  Wil- 
«m  only  excepted. 

r  the  flight  of  Sir  John  from  Johnson  Hall,  [see  Johnstoum] 
ohnson,  his  wife,  was  removed  to  Albany,  where  she  was  re- 
as  a  kind  of  hostage  for  the  good  conduct  of  her  husband, 
wrote  to  Gen.  Washington  complaining  of  this  detention,  and" 
his  interference  for  her  release ;  but  the  commander-in-chief 
5  matter  with  Gen.  Schuyler  and  the  Albany  committee.  After 
nfiscation  of  the  property  of  Sir  John,  the  furniture  of  the 
as  sold  at  auction  at  Fort  Hunter.  The  Iat3  Keutenant-ffov- 
>f  New  York,  John  Taylor,  purchased  several  articles  of  the 
re  ;  and  among  other  things,  the  bible  mentioned  in  the  text 
ving  that  it  contained  the  family  record,  which  might  be  of 
ralue  to  Sir  John,  Mr.  Taylor  wrote  a  civil  note  to  Sir  John, 
g  its  restoration.  Some  time  afterward  a  messenger  from  the 
1  called  for  the  bible,  whose  conduct  was  so  rude  as  to  ffive 
u     *  I  have  come  for  Sir  William's  bible/  said  he,  '  and  there 
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are  four  guineas  which  it  cost'     The  bible  was  delivered,  ■ 
runner  was  aslied  what  message  Sir  John  had  sent.     The  re|^  wa^ 
'  Pay  four  guineas  and  take  the  book  T  " — Stones  lAfe  of  BratU. 

"About*  mile  and  & hilf  aboie  the  Tilliga  of  Anutndam nndar ■  joniMK nek, ^ Aip 
nonh  side  of  [he  Mohtwk  rivei,  am  Mill  lo  be  seen  the  remuna  of  an  IniliBn  p'MWin.  k 
wu  (he  Giutom  of  the  Mohawlu,  and  doubiJeaa  of  all  the  diflanni  aibtm  of  die  boqM^ 
irhen  tbey  conteinplited  a  nulilary  eipedilion,  to  make  •  repreaentaliiMi  thereof  bjr  wkK 
im  on  treei  or  rock*  the  figare*  of  the  wirtion,  with  hieragtfpbica  deaigDBlinf  (ha  Map 
of  the  eipedition.  When  the;  went  bj  wiiler,  canoes  were  paioled,  and  a*  laaaj  CaMi 
placed  in  ihem  as  there  were  men  comuluiing  the  paijy — their  (acea  looking  towaM  Aa 
plice  whiiher  ibxj  were  bound.  The  painting  in  quealioa  wu  eleeutad  to 
■n  eipedidon  undenakcD  by  a  pan;  of  Mohawks,  igaioat  the  French  Ii 
year  ITSO.  We  know  five  or  six  individuala,  who  saw  ihe  pdntjag  _ 
when  Ihe  oullinel  wen  t*[t  diaiinctlr  to  be  seen.    It  was  done  with  rati  el 


dfiye. 
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Mastem  view  of  Canajokarie. 

Canajohabik*  was  organized  in  1788.  The  aurface  of  the  towa- 
ship  is  considerably  uneven,  but  the  hills  are  generally  arable  ud 
have  a  strong  soil.  The  early  inhabitants  were  Germans^  Fi^ 
6,150.  The  village  of  Canajoharie  was  incorporated  in  1639.  Itn 
situated  at  the  confluence  of  Bowman's  creek  with  the  Hobairti 
and  on  the  Erie  canal,  55  miles  from  Albany.  It  consiats  of  abcMl 
100  houses,  a  Lutheran  church,  and  an  academy.  The  Rftdu,ftaewi|» 
per,  edited  and  printed  by  Mr.  L.  S.  Backus,  8  deaf  and  dombptr* 
son,  is  published  in  this  place.  "  The  C;aiiajohaTie  and  PalatiBe  nv* 
ufacturing  company"  was  incorporated  in  1833.  The  accompmyng 
engraving  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  ai  viewed  fromlbecl^ 
vaied  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  a  few  rods  from  the  bridge  aeen  ftBOg 

"■This  name  i>  of  Indian  origin ;  and  Cana-ja.harie,  aiapoienbr  (be  Mofaawka,M^liN 
the  pot  or  ketdo  that  waihes  itaelf.  This  name  was  given  bj  dw  Mohawk  ladMi  ■  a 
deep  hole  of  foaming  water,  at  the  fool  of  one  of  lEe  falls  of  Canaiohaiw  etaakt  faM 
which  it  became  die  common  name  of  that  m 
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9ver  the  river,  connecting  the  village  of  Palatine  Bridge  -with  Cana- 
kiharie.  Central  Canajo^rie,  Ames,  and  Freysbusb,  are  post-offices 
IB  this  town. 

In  the  flfMiug  of  1780,  the  Indians  again  made  their  appearance  is 
fta  Mohawk  valley.  G^en.  Clinton  hearing  of  their  movements,  sent 
aiders  to  Col  Gansevoort  on  the  6th  of  June,  to  repair  to  Fort  Plank 
with  his  regiment,  to  take  i^arge  of  a  quantity  of  stores  destined  for 
Rut  Schuyler.  These  stores  were  to  be  transported  in  batteauz, 
nd  carefully  guarded  the  whole  distance.  Joseph  Brant,  the  cele- 
brated chieftain,  at  the  head  of  four  or  five  hundred  Indians,  was  in 
Sie  vicinity,  and  he  artfully  caused  a  rumor  to  be  circulated  that  he 
intended  to  capture  the  batleaux,  in  order  to  divert  attention  from 
other  points  oi  attack.  This  artifice  proved  too  successful ;  the  mili- 
fin  of  the  lower  section  of  the  county  were  drawn  off  to  guard  the 
^nvoy.  Briitit  now  made  a  circuit  through  the  woods,  and  coming 
b  the  rear  uf  them,  laid  waste  the  whole  country  around  Canajoharie. 
"3  the  first  approach  of  Brant  in  Canajoharie  a  few  miles  eastwardly 
f  the  fort,  the  alarm  was  given  by  a  woman,  who  lired  a  cannon  for 
Sal  purpose.  The  following  account  of  this  incursion  is  given  by 
1.  Samuel  Clyde,  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  George  Clinton,  dated  at  Can- 
■     ' !.  Aug.  6,  1780  :— 

J  Bend  you  in  icconal  of  the  hXe  erf'  oui  diitricL    On  iht  Mcood  dif  of  ihii  in. 
aeph  BraDi,  bi  iha  head  of  iboui  four  or  Gn  hundred  ladiBn*  uid  (orica,  broka  in 

<  Hltleinenu,  uid  laid  the  but  pan  of  ibe  diilricl  in  aahe«,  and  killed  nileen  of 

■i-biliBbilaiiu  ihaE  wa  have  found ;  took  between  fifrf  and  nztr  priioDeia,  moatlj  women 
'AcbiMrHi,  twelve  of  wboai  they  have  aent  back.  They  tuve  killed  and  ilrore  away 
~  KlHNMrih  i>f  tixM  hundred  bmd  <^  cattle  tod  hoiaaai  have  burnt  fil^.thtee 
■ '  ■■  ~Um  aoioe  out-booeM,  and  aa  many  bama,  one  Teiy  elegant  church,  and 
n  Miwll  fens  that  the  woman  BmI  out  of.    They  have  bomi  all  iha  iit. 


B  hr  hltfbandiy,  m  thai  ibey  are 


0  eumrart  themmlTee  but  wEial  grain  they  hare  growing, 
It  ibey  cannot  gal  aared  for  want  oT  took  to  woik  wiih,  aad  very  few  to  be  got  here. 

"Thia  afiir  happened  at  a  very  unrntonata  hour,  wtien  all  the  mililiB  of  the  counly 
■Ha  called  np  to  Fan  Schuyler  to  ^ard  nine  batteaui  about  half  laden.  Il  waa  Mid  the 
H«liy  intended  to  take  them  on  their  paning  to  Fon  Schuyler.  There  wai  acarce  a  man 
M  that  waa  aUa  to  go.  It  aeema  thai  every  ihiog  cooapirad  for  our  dntructioD  in  diia 
iHnar  ;  one  whole  diatiiet  abnoat  dealroyed,  and  the  beet  regiment  of  mililiB  in  the  coimiy 
■odaiad  usable  to  tw^  ifaeiDaelTea  or  die  public  Thii  1  refer  you  to  Gen.  Renwelaer  fiH 
tetntiboT. 

*■  Tfaia  ^riog,  when  we  found  that  we  were  not  likely  to  get  any  wsiclance,  and  knew 
ttt  w«  warn  tut  able  to  widutand  the  enemy,  we  were  obliged  to  work  and  build  otn- 
•!*••  farta  tat  oar  delance,  which  we  had  nearly  completed,  and  conid  hiTc  had  our  Itna 
aid  dbcta  aacure,  had  wa  got  liberty  la  have  made  uae  of  diem.  But  that  mual  nol  be, 
■W  BUM  tBU  out  of  them  ;  not  thai  we  have  any  thing  againat  aaiialing  the  general  tfi  open 
te  cammanieatiail  to  Fon  Schuyler,  but  still  doubtedawhal  ha*  happened  while  we  were 
ina.  But  i'  waa  aliU  inained  on,  thal'thcre  wa*  no  danger  when  we  wera  all  out ;  diat  in 
wf  opinira  tbete  never  baa  been  auch  a  blunder  committed  in  the  cojniy  ainca  the  war 
^PMDcad,  not  the  mihaa  k>  much  put  out ;  and  to  aend  genetala  here  without  men,  ia 
■•Mlidillg  •  omu  to  At  wooda  lo  chop  wiibout  an  ase.  1  un  aeniible  had  the  general 
tad  Mfident  ateo,  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  given  aatiabcdon  both  lo  the  pub. 
toaiadinbabitaatahan." 

The  parents  of  Joseph  Brant,  the  celebrated  Mohawk  chieftain, 
«^ed  at  the  Canajoharie  castle,  the  central  of  the  three  castles  of 
fe  Mohawks,  in  their  native  valley.  He  appears  to  have  been 
torn  in  the  year  1742,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Oiiio,  while  his  parent! 
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^  were  on  a  hunting  excunkm  itt 
j4         A§    ^  ^^  ^^JW     that  part  of  the  country.*    *h 

/>yyl7/i^^^^  J^y-  I'^^^l'  he  was  sent,  by  Sir 

/j^t/.  ^%^  ^TN  William  Johnson,  to  the  •  Morfi 

^y  )  Charity  school/  at  Lebanon,  Con- 

-^  necticut,  established  by  the  Re?. 

»««*  ^  Br«r.  ,v«-c«r..  Dj..  Whcelock,  which  was  afte^ 

ward  removed  to  Dartmouth,  and  became  the  foundation  of  Dart- 
mouth College.  The  following  mention  of  him  is  made  in  the  me- 
moirs of  that  gentleman : — 

^  Sir  William  Johnson,  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  North 
America,  was  very  friendly  to  the  design  of  Mr.  Wheelock,  and,  at 
his  request,  sent  to  the  school,  at  various  times,  several  boys  of  the 
Mohawks  to  be  instructed.  One  of  them  was  the  since  celebrated 
Joseph  Brant ;  who,  after  receiving  his  education,  was  particularly 
noticed  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  employed  by  him  in  public  bus- 
ness.  He  has  been  very  useful  in  advancing  the  civilization  of  his 
countrymen,  and  for  a  long  time  past  has  been  a  military  officer  of 
extensive  influence  among  the  Indians  in  Upper  Canada." 

In  confirmation  of  these  statements  it  may  be  added,  that  he  tram- 
lated  into  the  Mohawk  language  the  gospel  of  St.  Mark,  and  assisted 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart,  the  episcopal  missionary,  in  translating  a  nom- 
ber  of  religious  works  into  the  Indian  tongue.  Brant  bein^  a  nei^ 
bor,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  Johnson  family,  he  took  up  aimi 
against  the  Americans  in  the  revolutionary  contest  **  Combininff 
the  natural  sagacity  of  the  Indian,  with  the  skill  and  science  oi 
the  civilized  man,  he  was  a  formidable  foe.  He  was  a  dreadfid 
terror  to  the  frontiers.  His  passions  were  strong.  In  his  iDte^ 
course  he  was  affable  and  polite,  and  communicated  freely  rela- 
tive to  his  conduct  He  often  said  that  during  the  war  he  had  killed 
but  one  man  in  cold  blood,  and  that  act  he  ever  after  resetted.  He 
said,  he  had  taken  a  man  prisoner,  and  was  examining  him ;  the  pris- 
oner hesitated,  and  as  he  thought  equivocated.  Enraged  at  what  he 
considered  obstinacy,  he  struck  him  down.  It  turned  out  that  the 
man's  apparent  obstinacy  arose  firom  a  natural  hesitancy  of  speech. 

^  In  person.  Brant  was  about  the  middling  size,  of  a  square,  stout 
build,  ntted  rather  for  enduring  hardships  than  for  quick  movementii 
His  complexion  was  lighter  than  that  of  most  of  the  Indians,  which 
resulted,  perhaps,  from  his^ess  exposed  manner  of  living.  This  ci^ 
cumstance,  prooably,  gave  rise  to  a  statement,  which  has  been  oftet 
repeated,  that  he  was  of  mixed  origin.  He  was  married  in  the  wi^ 
ter  of  1779  to  a  daughter  of  Col.  Croghan  by  an  Indian  womafr 
The  circumstances  of  his  marriage  are  somewhat  singular.    Hewaf 


*  The  Indian  name  of  Brant  was  Tkaytndanitgta^  a  word  aignifying,  it  ia  aaid, ; 
»fjW9od.^0und4ogetkert  denoting  strength.  The  life  of  Brant,  in  two  octaro  ^unea,  IMI 
been  recently  written  by  William  L.  Stone,  Esq.,  editor  of  the  Comniercial  Adiutitgi 
New  York.  Thia  valuable  and  highly  interaating  woik  ia  one  of  great  rmaircb,  aad  Ml* 
braces  a  full  history  oi  the  border  wan  of  the  revolution,  and  ranch  ochar  mattor  i  iinmir'** 
with  Indian  hiacoiy. 
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present  at  the  wedding  of  Miss  Moore  from  Cherry  Valley,  who  had 
Decn  carried  away  a  prisoner,  and  who  married  an  officer  of  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Niagara. 

Brant  had  lived  with  his  wife  for  some  time  previous,  according  to 
the  Indian  custom,  without  marriage ;  but  now  insisted  that  the  mar- 
xiaffe  ceremony  should  be  performed.  This  was  accordingly  done  by 
Col.  Butler,  who  was  still  considered  a  magistrate.  Alter  the  war 
he  removed,  with  his  nation,  to  Canada.  There  he  was  employed  in 
transacting  important  business  for  his  tribe.  He  went  out  to  Eng- 
land after  the  war,  and  was  honorably  received  there.  He  died  about 
ten  or  fifteen  years  since,  at  Brantford,  Haldiman  county.  Upper 
Canada,  where  his  family  now  reside.  One  of  his  sons,  a  very  in- 
telligent man,  has  been  returned  to  the  Colonial  Assembly." 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  taking  of  the  three  Mohawk 
castles,  which  were  situated  in  this  vicinity,  by  the  French  and  Indi- 
ans, in  the  early  settlement  of  the  country.  It  is  drawn  from  Colden's 
History  of  the  Six  Nations. 

In  January,  1692-3,  a  large  body  of  French  and  Indians,  amounting 
to  six  or  seven  hundred,  started  on  an  expedition  from  Canada,  for 
the  purpose  of  punishing  the  Five  Nations,  who  had  the  previous 
summer  carried  the  war  into  Canada,  and  in  small  parties  had  rav- 
aged the  whole  country.  Count  de  Frontenac  chose  the  winter  sea- 
son for  this  incursion,  when  the  enemy  could  not,  without  jgreat  hard- 
ship, keep  scouts  abroad  to  discover  them,  or  their  allies,  the  English, 
give  assistance. 

.  On  the  16th  of  January,  they  set  out  from  la  Prairie  de  Magda- 
hbUf  and  endured  innumerable  hardships.  The  ground  was  at  that 
time  covered  with  a  deep  snow,  and  the  foremost,  marching  on  snow- 
shoes,  beat  a  track  for  those  which  followed.  At  night  the  army  was 
accustomed  to  divide  itself  into  small  groups,  and  each  party  to  dig 
m  hole  in  the  snow,  throwing  up  the  snow  all  around,  but  highest  to- 
wards that  side  from  whence  tne  wind  blew.  The  around  was  then 
covered  with  the  small  branches  of  fir-trees,  and  each  man  wrapped 
m  his  cloak  with  his  feet  pointed  towards  a  fire  in  the  centre,  would 
thus  pass  the  night 

They  passed  bv  Schenectady  on  the  8th  of  Februaiy,  The  two 
first  forts  of  the  Mohawks  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  English 
iettlements,  were  not  fortified,  and  were  therefore  easily  taken.  At  the 
last  Mohawk  fort,  which  was  strongly  garrisoned,  they  met  with  con- 
nderable  resistance,  and  the  French  lost  thirty  men  before  the  Indi- 
ans submitted.  The  Indians  at  Schenectady  having  obtained  infor- 
mation of  the  capture  of  their  castles,  sent  to  Albany  for  assistance 
to  pursue  the  enemy.  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  with  a  body  of  militia, 
regulars,  and  Indians,  pursued  the  enemy  on  their  retreat,  and  had  a 
severe  skirmish  with  them.  On  the  20th,  Col.  Schuyler  was  obliged 
to  give  up  the  pursuit,  the  weather  being  very  cold  and  provisions 
scarce.  Schuyler  lost  only  8  men  killed  and  14  wounded.  The 
IVench  lost  59  men  in  killea  and  wounded,  besides  several  by  deser- 
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tion.  Schuyler's  Indians  ate  the  bodies  of  the  French  whom  they 
found.  The  colonel  was  invited  to  partake  of  broth  with  them :  he 
ate  quite  hearty  until,  putting  the  ladle  into  the  kettle  to  draw  oot 
more,  he  brought  up  a  Frenchman's  hand,  which  put  an  end  to  hii 
appetite. 

The  French  arrived  at  their  settlements  in  a  state  of  starvation, 
having  been  obliged  to  eat  their  shoes  on  their  march. 

Charleston,  organized  in  1788,  by  the  name  of  Mohawk;  part 
erected  into  a  separate  town,  and  the  residue  called  Charleston, 
in  1793 ;  from  Fonda  S.  8  miles,  from  Albany  40.  Charleston, 
Charleston  Four  Comers,  and  Benson ville,  are  post-offices.  Popi 
2,103. 

Florida,  taken  from  Mohawk  in  1793;  from  Albany  35  miles. 
Pop.  5,162.  The  town  was  settled  by  some  Dutch  families  from 
Schenectady,  who  in  1750  were  joined  by  some  GermaDS,  subse- 
quently by  Irish  and  Dutch,  and  lastly  by  New  Englanders.  Fort 
Hunter,  5  miles  SE.  of  Fonda,  is  a  small  settlement  Port  Jack- 
son, on  the  Eric  canal,  is  a  flourishing  village.  Minaville,  4  miles  S. 
of  the  canal,  is  a  village  of  about  40  dwellings.  Fort  Hunter,  which 
formerly  stood  on  the  line  of  the  canal  in  this  town,  was  a  dace  of 
some  importance  in  colonial  history.  At  this  place  also  stood  Queen 
Anne^s  Chapel,  a  stone  structure,  built  by  Queen  Anne  of  Enjglaiid 
for  the  use  of  the  Mohawk  Indians.  The  English  Episcopu  mis- 
sions to  the  Mohawks  appear  to  have  been  commenceid  at  early  ai 
1702,  and  continued  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  wtr. 

Glen,  taken  from  Charleston  in  1823;  from  Albany  43  milei. 
Pop.  3,697.  This  town  was  originally  settled  by  the  Dutch.  Ful- 
tonville,  on  the  canal,  1  mile  S.  from  Fonda,  57  from  Albany,  and  5S 
from  Utica,  has  about  50  dwellings,  and  a  Dutch  Reformed  churcL 
Auriesville  or  Smithtown,  on  the  canal,  3  miles  E.  of  Fultonville,  and 
Voorheesville,  are  small  settlements. 


**  Somewhere  between  this  [Schoharie]  creek  and  Caughnawaga,  commeiieed  an 
road  or  foot-path,  which  led  to  Schoharie.  Near  this  road,  and  within  the  Dortbeni  boonii 
of  Schoharie  county,  has  been  seen  from  time  immemorial  a  large  pile  of  ttonet,  wbidi  hM 
given  the  name  *  stone  heap  patent'  to  the  tract  on  which  it  occurs,  as  may  be  teen  from  inriiit 
deeds.  Indian  tradition  saith  that  a  Mohawk  murdered  a  brother  (or  two  of  tbem)  oo  lUi 
spot,  and  that  this  tumulus  was  erected  to  commemorate  the  event.  A  wnilar 
supposed  to  have  been  in  vogue  among  the  Hebrews ;  in  Scotland  and  in  Walce, 
heaps  of  stones,  called  *  cairns,*  are  to  be  found,  probably  constructed  for  a  ami 
May  not  the  bones  of  this  Indian  Abel  be  found  here  sepulchred  7  Eveiy  midividHl 
passing  this  way  made  an  offering  to  propitiate  the  manea  of  the  deceased,  or  the  MidsOS 
of  the  place ;  which  was  performed  by  the  act  of  adding  another  atone  to  the  pile ;  ani  a 

r.     Itwi 


person  was  but  a  few  years  since  living,  who  had  %vitnessed  this  ceremony. 
fidently  believed  by  the  Indians  that  those  who  neglected  to  do  it  would  meet 

misfortune In  the  eariy  settlement  of  the  province,  Benom  Fitn  CWieer,  a  gntf 

favorite  and  friend  of  the  Indians,  on  a  certain  occasion,  passed  this  atone  henp  in  compaof 
with  a  party  of  Mohawks  on  their  way  to  Canada.  They  all  cast  a  stone  upon  the  pill 
except  Van  Corlear,  who  refused,  alleging  that  it  would  be  folly  for  him  to  eooqiiy  with 
an  idle  superstition.  His  Indian  companions  considered  the  matter  in  a  more  aerioui  figh^ 
and  ezprcwed  great  alarm  lest  some  mishap  might  befall  him  or  the  party, 
were  not  unreal,  for  by  one  of  those  coincidences  which  the  Ahnigfaty 
Van  Corlear  loet  his  life  before  he  arrived  at  the  end  of  hia  journey.  He 
the  lake  now  called  Lake  Champlain.  The  Indians  in  memory  of  thia  erent  ealledit  Tin 
Corieti*!  Lake,  which  name  it  retained  for  aome  timei»  until  called  by  the  ^■T''I's  OidM^ 


B  A^  had  ««lBBi*d.  ■nd  wad  iii  wMm  for  m. 

HtHDBN  wu  taken  from  Canajoharie  in  1798.  The  town  -waa 
settled  at  an  early  period  by  Germans,  who  suSered  severely  from 
the  incursions  of  the  Indians  and  tories  durii^  the  revolutionary  war. 
The  aurrace  of  the  township  is  agreeably  diversified  by  gentle  hills 
and  fertile  valleys  on  Mohawk  river  and  Otaquake  creek.  Pop.  3^7. 
The  village  of  Fort  Plain  is  situated  on  the  Mohawk  river  and  Erie 
canal.  15  miles  from  Fonda,  12  miles  from  Cherry  Valley,  23  from 
CooperstoWD,  and  60  from  Albany:  it  coosists  of  about  80  houses, 
I  churches — 1  Presbyterian,  I  Universalist — a  printing  office,  and  a 
*   r  of  milla. 


mttim 


ATunaU  Blockhouse,  Fort  Plain. 


The  above  ia  said  to  be  a  correct  representation  of  Fort  Rain,  from 
vUch  the  village  derives  its  name. 

*TbB  fort  wu  niiuied  on  ihe  brow  of  ih«  hill,  ■boui  half  k  mile  northwMt  of  ifae  v3< 
t  tiiU  visw  of  the  T*llej,  mad  tfae  rise  of  tbfl  grnuad,  taf  MVtml 
.    md  bence  it  doubtlen  deriTcd  ila  name,  bscaiue  iB  brautiAil  lac». 

I  'flmin'  Tiaw  of  tbc  sumiunding  counliy.    Il  wu  areclsd  bj  Ibe  gor. 

■  fiiiliiai.  ind  pitce  of  relreil  and  nJety  for  tba  inhitrilantt  and  fuiiiliia  io 

mona  from  tin  Indiuu,  wbo  were  then,  and,  indeed,  mora  or  len  duriD(  tba 

*Mi  l»ijiiliii««lj  wsr,  infeMing  the  Betllemenn  uf  thi*  whole  regioD.    Ite  iorm  wm  u 

M||ia,  hmaf  portJiolea  liiT  heiTy  ordnuiee  and  mualten  on  every  aide.    It  eonlaiaed 

iaMMiriwMnarnnents.    TheGnt  atory  wai  thiitr  feet  in  diasnter;  tbeMMod,  forty 

bM|  Aa  dM,  HV  fwi ;  dw  lui  two  aioriee  projecdng  five  Gmc,  u  repteaented  by  tlie 

wai  eoTumicted  dirougfaout  of  hewn  timber  abOBl  Gfiean  inche* 

w  poitJioleB  Bforenid,  the  Meond  and  third  ilotiei  h^  perpandiculu 

c  pan*  that  projected,  ao  a>  lo  ilfoid  the  regulan  and  militia,  or  ■>(■ 

1  in  tbe  ibrt,  anDOfing  facilitiea  of  defence  for  tbamaalrB*,  wivea,  aiid  cbiL 

'   m»,  m  MM  of  cdoM  anaull  from  ihe  ralentteeg  nvage.    Whenever  aconta  came  in  with 

I    Ifap  Am  •  bMdIa  puty  waa  approachinc,  a  cannon  waa  fired  from  Ibe  fort  aa  a  aifnai  b> 

[   tmttkiarmSMr. 

'fa  tamiiy  part  of  tba  war  there  waa  bnilt,  bf  die  infaabitanlt  probablj',  at  or  near  tba 
'  ^  «f  Aa  oa*  abore  deactibed,  ■  (Mficalioii,  of  maieiiala  and  conslrociioii  ibit  ill  com- 
l>mi  with  tke  ^m  and  porpoae*  for  wbich  it  waa  intended.  Thil  induced  sovemmant  ta 
*MlaMb«r,  (Fort  FlainO  uoder  ibe  loperintandeDce  of  an  experienced  Fnnch  engineer. 
iaa  paM  of  ar^teotim,  it  wai  well  wrooght  and  nealtf  finiilied,  and  aurpaasd  all  tbe 
teii  tel  ti«iaa.  After  the  lermination  <^  iba  nvolutionarf  war,  Foit  Ptain  waa  need 
fa  MiH  raan  as  •  daimit  of  mditaiy  siorea,  nnder  the  direcdiHi  of  Captain  B.  Hudaon. 
IW  Jii-E  Bill  fcalif  nriiiiil  b]i  tha  Umud  Btalaa  fOTRUMat  to  b*  tMnovedtaAL 


280  MOMTOOHKST   OOUXTT. 

bwif .  The  hn  m  dgnoliibtd.  NoihiaK  of  it  ranviu  aicepi  >  drcBmnUuion  or  omA, 
which,  alihough  neuly  obliienied  b^  ibe  plough,  adll  indicBia  u>  the  canatm  mnBm 
■ufficienl  evidence  of  i  foniAcslioa  in  d*ya  by-gone." — Fort  FUin  Joumal,  Die.  SG,  IBIT. 

Hendrick,  a  celebrated  Indian  chicAain,  lived  in  this  town.  He  it 
sometimes  called  old  King  Hendrick,  and  the  great  Hendrick.  J 

"  'Tht  rite  of  his  house,'  saji  Dr.  Dwight,  'is  a  huidsanui  eleralion,  commuidfaii > 
eonsiderublfl  prospect  of  the  neighboring  country.  It  will  be  lufficieDt  to  obeerve  ho^ 
thil  for  capariiy,  bravery,  vigor  of  mind,  mud  immoveable  inlegrity  united,  he  eicdled  d 
the  aboriginal  infaabitanis  of  tbe  United  Sialea  of  whotD  any  knowledge  ha*  eOBH  down  M 
tfie  prewni  time.  A  genileman  of  very  respeeUible  chaiBCler,  who  wu  imaent  tt  ■  ceah 
cil  held  with  the  Sli  Nations,  by  the  eovemorof  New  York,  end  wrenl  agenta  of  dJMiiie. 
tion  froEQ  New  England,  informed  me  ihat  his  figure  and  counlenuica  wen  uigulariy  m 
preasive  end  conungiidim; ;  that  his  pluqucnce  uos  of  the  seme  auperior  cfaanctM,  ud  ihU 
he  appeared  as  if  born  to  control  other  men,  and  poeaessed  an  air  of  majeaty  OBrinOol 
within  his  knowledge.'  In  (he  French  wars  he  led  forth  his  Mohawk  wairion  and  fcafkt 
aide  by  side  with  Sir  William  Johnson.  Through  all  the  inliigues  of  the  Fiwich  h*  le- 
maincd  faithful  lo  his  alliance.  He  was  also  highly  esteemed  by  (he  white  inHiHtnn" 
During  some  of  the  negotiations  with  the  Indians  of  Pennsylvania  and  ths  inliaktaa*  d 
thai  siBie,  Hendrick  was  present  at  Philadelphia.  His  likenea  was  taken,  and  b'wbi  Ipn 
anerward  msde  which  was  a  very  good  imitadon.  After  the  death  of  ITandik^.  w  oU 
Iriend,  a  while  man,  visited  Pliiludelphia,  and  among  Diher  thing!  was  ahown  dM  wu 
figure.  It  occupied  a  niche,  and  was  not  observed  by  him  until  he  bad  approachad  widm 
a  lew  feet.  The  frirrndship  of  fnnner  days  came  (reih  Orer  his  meinoiy,  and  ftigaBin  fat 
the  momenl  Hendrick'e  death,  he  rushed  forwird  and  clasped  in  his  aim  tfaa  bail,  icy 
image  of  die  chiefiain." 

MoHAws,  the  ancient  Cau^hnawaga,  recently  organized,  was  form- 
erly the  southern  section  of  the  town  of  Johnstown,  from  which  it 
was  taken  in  1837.  Pop.  3,106.  Since  the  formation  of  the  new 
county  of  Fulton,  the  scat  of  justice  for  Montgomery  county  ha«  been 


East  view  of  the  Cottrthouse  and  Hotel  in  Fonda. 


located  in  this  town.  The  above  is  an  engraving  of  the  cotirthovst 
and  hotel  recently  erected  in  the  new  village  of  Fonda.  The  railroid 
passes  between  these  two  buildings.  The  central  part  of  the  Tillage 
of  Caughnawaga  is  about  half  a  mile  eastward  of  the  coutUiodm^ 
and  consists  of  about  30  dwelling-houses,  on  the  north  side  of  thi 
Mohawk,  40  miles  from  Albany,  and  4  miles  S.  from  Johnitom. 
The  village  occupies  the  site  of  an  ancient  Indian  village,  one  of  ths 
principal  towns  of  the  Mohawk  tribe.  Its  name,  Caughnawaga,  if 
said  to  signify  "acofin,"  which  it  received  from  the  drcuimtaDce  of 
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there  heine,  is  the  river  opposite  the  place,  a  large  black  stone,  (stiD 
to  be  seenO  resembling  a  coffin,  and  projecting  above  the  surface  at 
low  water. 

The  annexed  is  a  representation  of 
the  ancient  Dutch  church  in  Caughna- 
wa^a.  It  is  a  massive  stone  structure, 
and  is  believed  to  have  been  erected  in 
1763.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
inscription  on  the  stone  tablet  which 
was  formerly  placed  over  the  door. 

"Komt  lactt  ons  op  gaen  tot  den 
Bergh  dcs  Heeren,  to  den  huyse  det 
Godes  Jacobs,  op  dat  hy  ons  leere  van 
syne  wegen,  en  dat  wy  wandele  in 
syne  pad  en." 

["  Coma  yt,  uid  lei  w  go  up  to  the  monnlain  of 
the  LonI ;  to  lbs  Iioiih  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and 
ha  will  tuchn«hMWBr>i*<i<l*>w>Uwalkiahia 

-      _      »»  paiha."] 

AKintf  CbreA,  JUMmi. 

The  following,  relating  to  the  history  of  this  town,  is  taken  from 
a  newspaper  published  in  Schenectady  a  few  years  since. 

■*  The  Canghnawaga  flala  extend  from  (he  weatera  bue  of  Tripe'i  IGll  lo  the  CtyaduUa 
cm«k,  a  diatanci  of  four  milea.  A  patent  for  3,500  arm  of  theae  flata,  waa  granted  in  Iba 
Mf  1713,  to  John,  Edward,  and  MBtgui>t  Colliiu.  Tbeae  individuila  aliened  to  Mjndert 
Wample,  DoDw  Fonda,  and  Hendhck  A.  Vrooman ;  and  many  of  iheir  deaceadaata  tn 
prvpiiBiora  at  the  preaent  da;. 

**  Unii)  1G9S,  ihara  were  no  buildingi  on  the  aite  where  Caughnawaga  now  atanda,  ex. 
cepi  •  Doleh  chuieh  edifice  and  a  piraonBge.     Thia  church  waa  founded  in  1169,  by  Ih* 

KUOMfa  of  Sir  William  Johaaon.  In  principal  benelactora  were  the  Fonda,  Vroomaa, 
empbi,  aad  Veader  latniliea.  The  church  edifice  ia  alill  alauding,  but  in  >  dilapidalad 
eondition.  Iti  fiial  paator  waa  the  Rev.  Thomae  Romeyn,  who  died  in  1794.  He  waa 
•Dccaadad  by  the  Ber.  Abraham  Vati  Home,  of  New  Jetaey,  who  capliaued  hia  paatmal 
da&BU  muil  a  faw  yean  atace. 

"CaBghnawaga  hardly  deserred  lo  be  called  a  hamlel  until  1T9S,  when  Heaan.  Douw 
and  Heniy  Fon^  of  Albany,  erected  aeieral  buildinge. 

"lUl  place  auflered  much  during  (he  revoludon.  At  the  wealetn  eilremity  of  the  flala, 
fa  k  anall  UU  caUad  by  (be  Dutch  ■  Teaburg'  or  Teahill.  It  woi  a  place  of  reaort,  durii^ 
Aa  Ums  at  iba  FVeneh  war,  by  the  Caughnawaga  ladiea  during  the  abaence  of  dieir  hu*. 
bmdi.  IS  iodnlge  in  tbair  deliciaua  beverage  of  tta.  It  waa  conaidered  a  good  place  of  re- 
Iraat  mm  dosfN,  and  frmn  which  the  approach  of  the  enemy  might  be  aeen.  The  Mo- 
hawk nana  of  dlla  elevation  ia  ' Sahtka-minda,'  or  'hill  of  berriea;'  probably  becauae 
jnaoyberriea  are  found  there.  The  ancient  Mohawki  required  their  male  papooaea  lo  run 
mf  Hd  down  lldi  hill,  and  (hoae  who  flagged  luider  the  exercise,  were  deemed  onquolified 
to  endure  the  latiguea  of  war. 

**  The  fint  aeuleta  of  Tripe'a  Hill,  were  teepec[abla  yeomen.  Nicholaa  Honaon'a  family 
■niignMd  thither  about  1TS5,  fioni  Albany.  Hta  son  Hendiick  waa  the  firal  white  child 
botn  ia  (be  Mohawk  valley  weat  of  Schenectady,  on  the  north  eide  of  the  river.  About 
1798,  a  New  Englonder  by  the  name  of  Bowen,  and  a  Mr.  Putnam  from  Schenectady,  uxA. 
mp  tbair  rMadenca  here.  The  deacendania  of  the  Hanaona  and  Pumama  an  to  fouiid  to 
|Ua  day  in  lUa  region,  and  the  creek  on  the  eaatem  aide  of  Tripe'a  Hill  received  i(a  nam* 
from  Ibe  carcrnnatance  of  the  Putnam  fiunily  owning  the  land  throogfa  which  it  paaaes. 

"  About  (he  time  the  coloniea  declared  ibeir  independence,  the  Bowen,  wi(h  aeveral 

tfdier  funiliea,  took  part  with  (ho  mother  country  and  moved  to  Cannda.     They  were  in. 

doced  to-taka  thia  coune  in  conoequence  of  their  atiachmenl  to  Sir  William  Jobman,  who, 

wbatevel  hia  fuilia  might  have  been,  poaaaiied  much  woim-beaitednan  and  benavotonce. 
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TIk  Imlier  wiih  >  putr  erf'  ti»i«,  man  ai 
aaitn^  vbam  Uearr  ind  WUliuii  Bnwm 
fork  dcMcnl  m  di>  wtdemMt.  The  mi«  mkiaa  wluf  U  ifaa  ■  BtlT  wh  Gaird  Au^ 
csptHin  of  >  eonipuiy  of  mtccn.  He  hu  reDdemI  himBclf  parttcniaclr  obouioui  M  At 
BnTiah  in  cooaeqacace  of  :h«  feuias  ud  uiJoD*  Maud  whkli  be  bad  lakn  agaia*  ibm 
On  thr  I^ih  of  Miy,  17^,  be  rec»T«l  ordrn  to  npair  m  Fan  Bdbik;  sfaichbtdii 
Okinf  hia  lun\]y  iloiuvr^  him.  Ele  Inanj  hia  houK  lo  WilliaBi  Gon  aod  Jimei  PkMi^ 
tvo  En^Muuen.  wbn,  tl:liiiu^  tunca.  took  so  tctiie  pan  and  wen  iberafan  iiiiiiiiilMiJ 
by  the  whi^  Aboai  midiusiit  ua  Uw  iihi  ai  Mi*,  Sir  John*!  fmrcf  iiailmL  tbc  'UiU,' 
and  amitluly  entrrini  Mr.  Pumun'i  bouar.  inatooiiT  bllad  and  aalped  ia  iiiiMWa  Tkt 
baplrs  Ticuma  bad  a.x  an  apputtanin  lo  rFnal  ibenBrtna.  Tba  •■^bt  -Tf|rifw'  ibQ 
bad  the  acalpa  of  Captain  Pauiaiii  and  big  ion,  and  w«v  DOC  aadcnnad  aBtB  dii  mmM^ 
hgbi  RTeaJcd  lo  (hem  liw  Corpaea  oi'  ibeir  Two  brother  toiies.  Got  and  PUtau.  Tbi 
•Bme  night  Keruy  Hanaon,  a  tealuua  vhig,  was  a^  miirdered." 

The  annexed  is  a  rppreaenUlioB 
of  the  house  of  Col.  Butler  the  k>f  il- 
ist  and  is  probably  the  oldest  dwell- 
ing in  the  town  ;  it  is  now  owned 
I  and  occu|Ned  by  Mr.  Wilson.    It  i> 
I  situated  ou  a  commandiQe  emlnencB 
[  about  one  mile  in  a  KK  directin 
fixnn  the  courthouse,  in  Fonda,  over- 
BtUr't  Hoat,  Mtiamk.  locking  the  beautiful   Mohawk  Til' 

ley  at  this  place.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  wir, 
John  Butler  was  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  regiment  of  the  Trj-on  countj 
militia,  of  which  Guv  Johnson  was  the  colonel,  and  Jciles  Fonda  IK 
major.  8ir  John  Johnson  had  been  commissioned  a  general  after 
the  decease  of  his  father.  "Colonel  John  Butler,"  says  Mr.  TryoD, 
in  his  Annals,  "had  some  good  traits  of  character,  and  in  his  calmer 
moments  would  regret  the  ravages  committed  by  the  Indians  and 
lories ;  but  Walter  Butler  was  distinguished  from  youth  for  his  seven 
acrimoni'iua  disposition.  After  the  massacre  at  Cherry  Valley  be 
went  to  Quebec ;  but  Gen.  Haldimac,  governor  of  Canada,  gave  out 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  see  him." 

Palatine,  organized  in  1782;  from  Fonda,  W.,  14  miles.  Thi» 
town  was  first  settled  by  the  Dutch,  in  1724,  and  though  constantly 
under  cultivation,  ever  since  that  time  its  choice  lands  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  lost  any  of  tlieir  original  fertility !  Palatine  is  13  inilei 
W.  of  Johnstown,  on  the  river,  turnpike,  and  Utica  railroad.  Palt' 
tiiif  Bridge  is  also  on  the  river,  turnpike,  and  railroad,  immedtatdf 
opposite  Canajoharie  village,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  bridge. 
(See  view  of  Canajoharie.)  Stone  Arabia  is  3  miles  N.  from  Cana- 
joharie. The  above  are  all  small  villages.  Pop.  2,845.  During  ito 
revolutionary  war  there  was  a  small  stockade  erected  in  this  towa 
at  Stone  Arabia,  called  Port  Paris.  When  Sir  John  JohoMa  wn 
ravaging  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  in  1760,  this  fort  was  in  comnmd 
of  Col.  Brown,  with  a  garrison  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  metL  Gen- 
Van  Heusselacr,  who  was  pursuing  Sir  John  up  the  valley,  baviiV 
received  information  that  he  intended  lo  attack  Fort  Pahi « th> 
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J9th  of  Oci^  despatched  onlera  to  CoL  Brown  to  mtnA  out  an^  check 
4ua  advanoe,  while  he  fell  upon  his  rear.  Col.  Brown  accordingly 
iallied  forth*  and  gave  Sir  John  battle  near  the  site  of  a  former  worit, 
icalled  Fort  Keyser.  Van  Rensselaer  having  failed  to  advance  at  the 
4Wpointed  time.  Brown's  force  was  too  feeble  to  check  the  progress 
4i  the  enemy.  Col.  Brown  fell  gallantly  at  the  head  of  his  little  divi- 
mout  of  which  from  forty  to  forty-five  were  also  slain,  and  the  re- 
■uunder  sought  safety  in  flight* 

^  Root,  taken  firom  Canajoharie  and  Charleston  in  1828;  fix>m 
^bany  51  miles.  Sprackers  Basin,  on  the  canal,  9  miles  W.  of 
fonda,  and  Cunytown,  are  small  villages.  **  In  the  rocky  cliffs  of  the 
'JfoMf  near  the  river,  is  a  remarkable  cavern  known  as  Mitchell's 
Cave.  Fourteen  apartments,  some  it  is  said  at  the  depth  of  500  feet, 
^ve  been  visited.  The  ceilings  are  ornamented  with  stalactites,  the 
^walls  with  incrustations,  and  tne  floors  with  stalagmites.  Oa  the 
'  JRattekill,  a  mile  from  the  river,  there  is  a  waterfall  of  about  60  feet 
^  10  rods,  with  a  perpendicular  pitch  of  50  feet"    Pop.  2,000. 

St.  Johnsville,  recently  taken  from  Oppenheim  of  Fulton  county. 
The  township  is  small  in  its  territorial  limits,  being  a  narrow  strip  of 
Jand  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Mohawk.  Pop.  1,923.  The  village 
of  St  Johnsville  is  about  20  miles  from  Fonda,  and  77  from  Albany. 

In  the  fall  of  1780,  when  Sir  John  Johnson  ravaged  the  Mohawk 
irBlley,he  made  a  stand  near  the  western  line  of  this  town,  when  pur- 
ined  by  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer.  This  was  at  Fox's  mills,  about  eight 
niles  above  Fort  Plank,  (or  as  it  is  now  called.  Fort  Plain,)  and  two 
taliles  below  the  upper  Mohawk  castle. 

^  On  the  north  side  and  on  a  flat,  partly  surrounded  by  a  bend  of 
Ae  river,  he  posted  his  regiment  of  regulars  and  tories.  A  small 
hneastwork  was  thrown  across  the  neck  of  land.  The  Indians  occu- 
jgied  a  tract  of  elevated  land  to  the  north,  and  in  the  immediate 
Ticinity,  which  was  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  shrub  oak.    In 

*  Cokoel  Brown  waa  a  brave  aoldier  of  high  moral  worth.  He  was  early  in  the  serrioe, 
raa  eqgaged  in  the  diaaatrous  campaign  in  Canada.  Col.  Stone,  in  his  life  of  Brant, 
that  CoL  Brown  detected,  or  believed  he  detected,  a  deaign  on  the  jwrt  of  Gen.  Ar- 
Bold  to  plajr  the  traitor  when  the  American  army  waa  at  Sorel,  by  an  attempt  to  ran  off 
inch  the  Ainerican  flotilla  and  sell  out  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  During  the  winter  of  1776-7, 
wlule  Arnold  and  many  other  officers  were  quartered  in  Albany,  a  difficulty  arose  between 
Mm  and  Col.  Brown.  The  latten  published  a  handbill  aeverely  reflecting  on  Arnold,  and 
•ondnded  with  theae  remarkable  words — **  Money  ia  ihiM  man's  God^  and  to  get  enough 
^Uke  womUL  §aer\fito  kit  country.**  This  publication  produced  quite  a  aenaation  among 
the  officers.  Arnold  waa  greatly  excited ;  he  applied  a  variety  of  course  and  harsh  epithets 
t»  Col.  Brown,  c§lling  him  a  scoundrel,  and  threatened  to  kick  him  wherever  he  should 
SMet  him.  Tliis  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  latter,  he  proceeded  to  the  dining  place  of  Ar- 
add,  where  a  company  of  officers  were  assembled ;  going  directly  up  to  Arnold  he  stopped, 
aiii  looked  fafaii  in  the  eye.  After  a  pause  of  a  moment,  he  oboerved :  **  I  umdortttma,  nr, 
SAirt  fMi  k&m  mdi  you  womUi  kick  me:  I  now  preoent  myoelf  to  gioo  you  on  opportunity 
a»  fuifour  throat  mto  execution  /**  Another  brief  pause  ensued.  Arnold  opened  not  his 
mm.  Brown  then  said  to  him—**  Sbr.youare  a  dirty  oeoundrel  /"  Arnold  atill  remained 
dtBL  CoL  Brown,  after  apologinng  to  the  gentlemen  present  for  his  intrusion,  left  the 
SDon.    Arnold  a|»peas  to  have  kept  an  unbroken  ailence  on  this  occasion,  which  can  onhr 

fc•eoolmted  for  on  die  anppoaition  that  he  feared  to  provoke  inquiry  op  the  chaiges  of  Col. 
»wn.    A  monnniMit  to  the  memory  of  Col.  Brown  haa  recently  been  erected  by  hia  son, 
aC  Biofia  Avusa. 
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this  position  Sir  John  awaited  the  approach  of  Gen.  Van  Remsdaei^ 
who  was  joined  by  the  Canajoharie  militia  and  tlie  toriea  from  Fort 
Plain  under  Col.  Du  Bois.  After  a  slight  skirmishy  the  Indians  were 
driven  from  their  position*  and  fled  up  the  river  to  the  lording  places 
near  the  castle,  wnere  they  crossed,  and  directed  their  course  towaitb 
the  Susquehannah.  Sir  John's  troops  made  a  more  eflfective  resist- 
ance, though  they  were  almost  exhausted  by  the  forced  marcbei 
which  they  had  made  and  the  labors  they  had  perform^  The  at* 
tack  had  been  commenced  late  in  the  day.  Though  it  was  conducted 
with  considerable  spirit,  night  came- on  before  the  works  of  Sir  Johi 
were  carried.  In  this  situation  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  ordered  bk 
troops  to  fall  back  a  mile  and  encamp.  Many  of  the  militia  were  en- 
raged on  account  of  this  order,  and  refused  to  obey  iL  They  r&> 
mained  during  most  of  the  night,  and  took  several  prisoners,  iriw 
informed  them  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  point  of  ofltering  to  capit- 
ulate, when  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  ordered  his  trooM  to  fall  back 
A  detachment  of  the  Canajoharie  militia  under  Col.  Clyde  took  one 
of  their  field-pieces  during  the  ni^ht 

^  On  the  following  morning,  when  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  advanced 
with  his  troops,  the  enemy  had  entirely  disappeared.  They  had  ki 
their  ground,  and  retreated  up  the  river  a  short  distance,  and  then 
crossed  to  the  south.  The  river  was  deep  and  rapid  where  it  formed 
the  bend,  which  would  have  ensured  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  a  com- 
plete victory  had  he  prosecuted  his  attack  with  .more  vi£N>r.  A 
detachment  was  sent  in  pursuit,  who  discovered  in  the  tnSi  of  tk 
enemy  evidence  of  the  extreme  state  to  which  they  were  reduced 
by  hunger  and  fatigue.  The  whole  country  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  from  Cau^hnawaj^  to  Stone  Arabia  and  Palatine,  had  been 
devastated — which,  with  the  ravages  of  Brant  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  in  the  previous  August,  almost  completed  the  destructioa 
of  the  Mohawk  settlements. 

**  If  here  and  there  a  little  settlement  escaped  their  ravages,  each 
were  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  affording  temporary  shelter  and  pro- 
tection, and,  like  them,  liable  to  be  destrovea  or  buried  iq>  by  tbs 
next  whirlwind  which  should  sweep  over  the  land.** 


NEW  YORK  COUNTY. 

The  county  and  city  of  New  York  are  of  the  same  extent,  com- 
prising the  whole  of  New  York,  or  Manhattan  Island,  about  I4i  milef 
long,  varying  from  half  a  mile  to  two  miles  in  vridth ;  area  21|  souare 
miles,  or  18,d20  acres.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Haer- 
lem  and  Blast  rivers,  south  and  west  by  the  Hudson,  or  by  New  YoA 
bay  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  The  legal  subdivisions  of  the 
county  and  city  are  the  wards,  17  in  number,  of  various  ezten^  a^ 


The  bay  of  New  York  spreads  to  the  southward,  and  u  about  8 
miles  long,  and  from  1^  to  5i  broad.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  harbon 
in  the  world,  generally  open  for  vessels  at  all  seasons  of  the  yew, 
but  is,  at  rare  intervals,  obstructed  for  a  few  days  in  very  severe 
winters  by  ice.  The  currents  in  the  bay  are  rapid  and  strong,  cir- 
cumstances that  are  of  great  importance  in  keeping  the  port  ot  New 
York  open,  while  others  further  to  the  south  are  obstructed  by  froiL 
The  usual  tides  at  New  York  are  about  six  feet,  and  the  depth  of 
water  sufficient  for  the  largest  ships.  The  bay  contains  Governor'^ 
Bedlow's,  and  Ellis'  islands,   upon  which  are  strong  fortificationi 

Carding  the  approach  to  the  city.     There  are  also  tortificatiOTii  00 
ng  and  Staten  islands,  commanding  the  narrowB. 


Stadt  Huyt,  butk  1642— rated  1700 

New  York  derives  its  origin  from  the  coloniui^  and  commercial 
■pint  of  the  Hollanders,  and  the  general  spirit  of  adventure  which 
prevailed  among  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe  after  the  discovery 
of  the  western  continent  by  Columbus.  The  Butch  immediately 
after  the  discovery  of  Hudson  in  1609,  began  to  avail  themselves  m 
the  advantages  which  his  discoveries  presented  to  their  view.  In 
1614  or  1615,  a  kind  of  fort  and  trading-house  was  erected  tni  the 
southwest  point  of  Manhattan  or  New  York  Island,  which  was  named 
New  Amsterdam.  In  1614,  an  expedition  from  South  Virginia,  under 
Capt.  Arcal,  was  sent  out  by  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  and  took  possesnon 
of  New  Amsterdam.  At  that  time  there  were  only /our  Aotues  outr 
side  of  the  fort  But  an  arrangement  was  soon  after  made  with  the 
English  government  by  which  the  Dutch  remained  in  posaetsioD  of 
Manhattan  Island,  and  of  the  trade  of  the  neighboring  country  for 
fifty  years. 

The  above  is  a  representation  of  the  ancient  "  Stadt  Svjfi,"  or 
City  Hall,  which  was  Duilt  early  in  the  Dutch  dynasty,  in  1642.  It 
was  built  of  stone  at  the  head  of  Coenties  slip,  facing  Pearl-atreet 
About  the  year  1700,  it  became  so  weakened  ana  impaired,  that  it  was 
sold,  and  a  new  one  erected  by  the  head  of  Broad-street,  whidi  wu 
afterward  the  Congress  Hall,  on  the  comer  of  Wall-street 
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The  city  wu  laid  out  in  itreets,  some  of  them  crooked  enough,  in 
1650.  It  then  coDtained  by  enumeration  '  130  houses,  with  extensive 
garden  lots,'  and  1000  inhabitants.  In  1677  another  estimate  of  the 
city  was  made,  and  ascertained  to  contain--':  366  houses.  In  the 
year  1674,  an  assessment  of  '  the  most  wealthy  inhabitants'  having 
been  made,  it  was  found  that  the  sum  total  of  134  estates  amounted 
to  £05,000. 


Nieaw  Amtterdam,  in  1650. 

IA,aiftrt.  K,aBelinch.  C,  Ae  wlD^allr.  D,  Ihaflit,  vhlcblahclMrdirbonadtBTlntiiport. 
(ikaitln.    F,  AakowxrUwiaanl.    a,  ibt ptou oT cutudOB.    H, lb* |il*c« of  ngnc «  ptlii^.] 

During  the  military  rule  of  Governor  Colve,  who  held  the  city  for 
one  year  for  the  states  of  Holland,  af^er  its  re-capture  from  the  British, 
every  thing  partook  of  a  military  character,  and  the  laws  still  in 
DTMervation  at  Albany  show  the  energy  of  a  rigorous  discipline. 
Then  the  Dutch  mayor,  at  the  head  of  the  city  militia,  held  his  daily 
parades  before  the  City  Hall,  (Stadt  Huys,)  then  at  Coenties  slip ;  and 
every  evening  at  sunset,  he  received  from  the  principal  guard  of  the 
fort,  called  the  koofd-wagt,  the  keys  of  the  city,  and  thereupon  pro- 
ceeded with  a  guard  of  six  to  lock  the  city  gates ;  then  to  place  a 
Burger-magt — a  citizen-guard — as  night-watches  at  assigned  places. 
The  same  mayors  also  went  the  rounds  at  sunrise  to  open  the  gates, 
and  to  restore  the  keys  to  the  officer  of  the  fort.  All  this  was  surely 
a  toilsome  service  for  the  domestic  habits  of  the  peaceful  citizens  of 
that  day,  and  must  have  presented  an  irksome  honor  to  any  mayor 
who  loved  his  comfort  and  repose. 


986  MBW  YOBK  COUNTT. 

The  preceding  cut  shows  the  principal  buildincs  standing  on  the 
present  site  of  me  city  of  New  York  in  1659.  The  following  d^ 
scription  of  New  York  at  about  that  period,  is  copied  from  **  OgiBf^i 
America^  a  large  folio  volume  illustrated  by  engravings,  publish^  ii 
London  in  1671.  This  work  contains  a  view  of  Novum  Amsieroith 
mumj  (as  it  is  called,)  similar  to  the  engraving  from  which  the  nnmnr^ 
cut  is  copied. 

**  It  is  placed  upon  the  neck  of  the  Island  Manhatans  looking  towards  the  Sea ;  enea» 
pasB'd  with  Hudson's  River,  which  is  six  Miles  broad,  the  town  is  compsct  and  oral,  wiih 
very  fair  streets  and  several  good  Houses ;  the  rest  are  built  much  after  the  msHMrcf 
Holland,  to  the  number  of  about  four  hundred  Houses,  which  in  those  paita  an  heU  eom 
siderable :  Upon  one  side  of  the  Town  is  James-Fort,  capable  to  lodge  three  hundred  wotL 
diers  and  Officers ;  it  hath  four  bastions,  forty  Pieces  of  Cannon  mounted ;  the  Walk  rf 
Stone,  lined  with  a  thick  Rampart  of  Earth,  well  accommodated  with  a  spring  of  FhA 
Water,  alwajrs  fumishM  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  against  Accidents :  DMtant  fron  Ai 
Sea  seven  Leagues,  it  affords  a  safe  entrance,  even  to  unskilful  Pilots ;  under  die  To«l 
side,  ships  of  any  burthen  may  ride  secure  against  any  Storms ;  the  Current  of  theJEUfV 
being  broken  by  the  interposition  of  a  small  Island,  which  lies  a  mile  distant  from  die 

**  About  ten  Miles  from  New  York  is  a  place  call*d  Hell  Gate,  which  being  a  namw ; 
sage,  there  runneth  a  violent  Stream  both  upon  Flood  and  Ebb ;  and  in  the  middle  Jmm 
Rocky  Islands,  which  the  Current  sets  so  violently  upon,  that  it  thraatena  praaa 
wrack ;  and  upon  the  Flood  is  a  laige  Whirlwind,  which  continually  aenda  Ibrth  a 
roaring;  enough  to  affiight  any  Stranger  from  passing  farther ;  and  to  wait  fbraama 
to  conduct  him  through ;  3ret  to  those  who  are  acquainted  Kttie  or  no  daqger :  It  ■ 
of  great  Defence  against  any  Enemy  coming  in  that  way,  which  a  smaB 
absolutely  prevent,  and  necessitate  them  to  come  in  at  the  West  End  of  hoam  Uwi  If 
Sandy  Hook,  where  Statten  Island  forces  them  within  the  Command  of  Iha  ritt  at  llsv 
York,  which  is  one  of  the  best  Pieces  of  Defence  in  the  North  parts  of  America,  ll  h 
built  most  of  Brick  and  Stone  and  cover'd  with  Red  and  Black  Tyle,  and  the  Land 
high,  it  gives  at  a  distance  a  most  pleasing  prospect  to  the  Spectaton.  The 
conrist  most  of  English  and  Dutch,  and  have  a  considerable  trade  with  IndJam  lor 
Otter  and  Rackoon  Skins  with  other  Furrs ;  as  also  for  Bear,  Deer,  and  Klkir  fflrii 
are  supplyM  with  Venison  and  Fowl  in  the  winter,  and  Fish  in  the  Summer  by  ths 
which  they  buy  at  an  easie  Rate ;  and  having  the  Countrey  round  about  them,  and  at 
continually  fumish'd  with  all  such  provisions  as  are  needful  for  the  Life  of  Bfan,  not  OM^ 
by  the  English  and  Dutch  within  their  own,  but  likewise  by  the  acljacent  Colonies. 

"  The  Manhattans,  or  Great  River  being  the  chiefest,  having  with  two  wide  MoiAi 
wash*d  the  mighty  Island  Watonwaks,  falls  into  the  Ocean.  The  Southern  Moodi  iacaN 
Port  May,  or  Godyns  Bay.  In  the  middle  thereof  lies  an  Island  call'd  *  The  States  Ishad; 
and  a  little  higher  the  Manhattans,  so  call'd  from  the  Natives  which  on  the  East  side  of  At 
River  dwell  on  the  Main  Continent.  They  are  a  cruel  people,  and  enemiea  to  the  Hollmi> 
ders,  as  also  of  the  Sarhians  which  reside  on  the  Western  Shore.  Farther  op  aie  At 
Mackwaes  and  Mahikans  which  continually  War,  one  against  another.  In  Kke  maantf 
all  the  Inhabitants  on  the  West  Side  of  the  River  Manhattan,  are  commonly  at  eaaiiy 
with  those  that  possess  the  Eastern  Shore  ;  who  also  us'd  to  be  at  variance  with  the  Hst> 
landers,  when  as  the  other  People  at  the  Westward  kept  good  correspondency  widi  thea. 
On  a  small  Island  near  the  Shore  of  the  Mackwaes,  lay  fomeily  a  Fort,  pnmdedwilhtwt 
Drakes  and  eleven  Stone  Guns,  yet  was  at  last  deserted.** 

**  The  settlement  and  fort  continued  to  bear  the  name  of  Nieow 
Amsterdam,  by  the  Dutch,  down  to  the  time  of  the  surrender  by 
Governor  Stuyvesant  to  the  English,  in  1664.  Then  for  ten  yeaif 
under  the  rule  of  Cols.  NicoUs  and  Lovelace,  acting  for  the  Duke  of 
York,  it  was  called  New  York ;  but  in  Au^t,  167d,  a  Dutch  fleet,  ia 
time  of  war,  re-captured  it  from  the  British,  and  while  exeranig 
their  rule  for  their  High  Mightinesses  of  Holland,  to  the  time  of  the 
peace  in  1674,  they  called  tne  place  New  Orange^  in  compUment  to 
the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the  fort  they  called  Willem  Hendrick. 

"  The  city  being  restored  to  the  British  by  the  treaty,  was  rc-defir- 
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ered  to  the  British  in  October,  1674.  The  fort  then  took  the  name 
of  Fort  James,  being  built  of  quadrangular  form,  having  four  bastions^ 
two  gates,  and  42  cannon.  The  city  again  took  the  name  of  New 
York,  once  and  forever. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  p>amph]et  publication  by  J.  W. 
Houlton,  Esq.,  entitled  **  View  of  the  city  of  New  Orange  (now  New 
fork)  as  it  was  in  the  year  1673." 

**  Ftrt  Amtterdam^  rtmaamt  JameM-Fart  by  de  EntreUeke,  Fort  AmBterdam,  otherwise 
ailed  Jemee-Fort  by  the  Engliih.  The  name  officully  given  to  the  fort  in  1673,  was  *  fort 
Willem  Hendrick.*  It  waa  first  erected  and  finished  in  1635,  by  Gov.  Van  T wilier,  neg. 
lecled  by  Grovemor  Kieft,  repaired  and  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall  by  Gk>vemor  Stuyve. 
mt,  and  demolished,  and  the  ground  levelled  in  1790  and  *91.  It  was  situated  directly 
■nth  of  the  Bowling  green,  on  high  ground,  was  in  shape  of  a  regular  square,  with  four 
fclioiiB,  had  two  gates,  and  mounted  forty-two  cannon. 

**  Gere/ormeerde  Kerch,  The  reformed  Dutch  church  was  erected  within  the  fort,  by 
Governor  Kieft,  in  1643.  It  was  of  stone,  and  covered  with  oak  shingles,  which  exposed 
to  Ibe  weather,  soon  resembled  slate.  The  motives  that  induced  Governor  IGeft  to  become 
4e  founder  of  the  firat  church  in  this  city,  may  be  best  related  in  the  words  of  captain  Da- 
vid neterez  de  Vriez  *  artillery  meester  van  't  noorder  Quartier,'  who  performed  three  voy. 
^fM  to  New  Netherlands,  associated  with  Killiaen  Van  Rensalaer  and  oihers,  in  1630,  to 
colooiie  this  region,  attempted  a  colony  at  the  Hore.Kill  on  the  Delaware,  in  the  time  of 
Tan  Twiller,  and  another  on  *  Staaten  Eylandt,*  which  he  sustained  till  the  troubles  with 
the  Indiane  in  the  latter  dme  of  Kieft  drove  him  to  abandon  the  country.  De  Vriez  ob. 
itrvea ;  *  As  I  was  every  day  with  Commander  Kieft,  dimng  generally  at  his  house  when  I 
kaniened  to  be  at  the  fort,  he  told  me  one  day  that  he  had  now  made  a  fine  tavern,  huUt 
•iu  stone,  for  the  EngUsh,  by  whom,  as  they  passed  continually  with  their  vessels  ham 
New  England  to  Viiginia,  he  had  sufilered  much,  and  who  now  might  take  lodgings  there. 
I  told  him  this  waa  very  good  for  travellers,  but  that  we  wanted  very  badly  for  our  people 
a  drarch.  It  was  a  shame  that  when  the  English  passed,  they  should  see  nothing  but  a 
■MA  Wm,  in  which  we  performed  our  worship ;  on  the  contrary,  the  first  thing  that  they 
in  New  England  did,  when  they  had  built  fine  dwellings,  was  to  erect  a  fine  church :  we 
ought  to  do  the  same,  it  being  supposed  that  the  West  India  Company  were  very  zealous  in 
protecting  the  Reformed  church  (Calvinist)  against  the  Spanish  t3rranny,  that  we  had  good 
■aterials  for  it,  fine  oak  wood,  fine  building  stone,  good  lime  made  of  ojrster  shells,  being 
better  than  our  lime  in  Holland.  Kieft  asked  me  then  who  would  like  to  attend  to  this 
building  7  I  repUed  the  lovers  of  the  reformed  religion,  as  certainly  some  of  them  could  be 
fomid.  He  told  me  that  he  supposed  I  myself  was  one  of  them,  as  I  made  the  proposition, 
and  he  supposed  I  would  contribute  a  hundred  guilders !  I  replied  that  I  agreed  to  do  so, 
and  that  aa  he  waa  Governor,  he  should  be  the  first.  We  then  elected  Jochera  Pietersi 
Kiiyter,  who  having  a  set  of  good  hands,  would  soon  procure  good  timber,  he  being  also  a 
devout  Calvinist.  We  elected  also  Jan  Claesz  Damen,  because  he  lived  near  the  fort,  and 
tbss  we  four  **  Kerk  meesters**  formed  the  first  consistory  to  superintend  the  building  of  the 
dnirch.  The  governor  should  furnish  a  few  thousand  guilders  of  the  company's  money, 
and  would  try  to  raise  the  remainder  by  subscription.  The  church  should  be  built  in  the 
fort,  where  it  would  be  fiee  from  the  depredations  of  the  Indians.  The  building  was  soon 
Marted  of  stone,  and  was  covered  by  English  carpenters  with  slate,  split  of  oakwood,'  (that 
ia,  with  oak  shingles,  which  by  rain  and  wind  soon  became  blue,  and  resembled  slate.) 

**  The  contract  for  the  erection  of  this  church  is  upon  record.  It  was  made  in  May, 
1649,  before  the  secretary  of  the  New  Netherlands,  between  'William  Kieft,  church, 
warden,  at  the  request  of  bis  brethren,  the  church-wardens  of  the  church  in  New  Nether. 
hud,  and  John  Ogden  of  Stanford,  and  Richard  Ogden,  who  contracted  to  build  the  church 
flf  rock-stone,  73  feet  long,  53  broad,  and  16  feet  high  above  the  soil,  for  3,500  guilders 
(£416  13  4)  **  in  beaver,  cash  or  merchandize,  to  wit,  if  the  church-wardens  are  satis- 
M  with  the  work,  so  that,  in  their  judgment,  the  3,500  guilders  shall  have  been  earned— 
thHi  said  chorcb-wardens  will  reward  them  with  one  hundred  guilders  (JC16 13  4)  more,** 
in  the  mean  time  assist  them  whenever  it  is  in  their  power,  and  allow  them  the  use,  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks,  of  the  Company's  boat,  to  facilitate  the  carrying  of  the  stone  thither.' 

**  The  church  was  not  completely  finished  until  the  first  year  of  Governor  Stuyvesant's 
adminirtration.  In  July,  1647,  he  and  two  others  were  appointed  kerk-mcesters,  (church, 
wardens,)  to  superintend  the  work,  and  complete  it  the  ensuing  winter. 

^  Tltt  town  bell  was  removed  to  this  church.     Besides  the  office  of  calling  the  devout  to 
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meeting,  mud  announcing  the  hour  of  retirement  at  night,  the  bell  wm  appropriated  fk 
Tarious  singular  uses.  In  October,  1638,  a  female,  for  slandering  the  Rev.  £.  Bqgaidos, 
was  condemned  to  appear  at  fort  Amsterdam,  and  before  the  governor  and  connol,  '  to 
declare  in  public,  at  the  munding  a/  the  htU^  that  she  knew  the  minister  was  an  honest 
and  pious  man,  and  that  she  lied  falsely.' 

**  In  1639,  all  mechanics  and  laborers  in  the  service  of  the  Company  commenced  and 
left  work  at  the  ringing  9f  the  bell,  and  for  every  neglect  forfeited  double  the  amount  ol 
their  wages,  to  the  use  of  the  attomey.generaI. 

**  In  1647,  all  tavern  keepers  were  prohibited,  by  the  pUcards  of  Governor  Stoyvesant 
and  council,  from  accommodating  any  clubs,  or  selling  any  ardent  liquor,  after  the  ringing 
of  the  bell,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  1648,  two  runaways  were  summoned  into  court  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  to  defend 
themselves.  And  in  1677,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  common  council  of  New  Yoik, 
impoeing  a  fine  of  six  ahillings  on  any  members  of  the  corporation  and  jurymen,  whoahooki 
neglect  to  appear  in  court  at  the  third  ringing  of  the  belL  The  bell-ringer  waa  an- 
ciently the  court  messenger.  In  1661,  amid  his  multifarious  official  duties,  he  was  to  *a^ 
aist  in  burying  the  dead  and  attend  to  toll  the  bell.* 

**  The  proclamation  of  governor  Lovelace,  issued  December  10,  1673,  is  a  document  toe 
curious  to  be  omitted.    It  was  in  the  following  words : — 

^  *  Whereas  it  is  thought  convenient  and  necessary,  in  obedience  to  his  Sacred  Majesty^ 
Commands,  who  ei\joynes  all  his  subjects,  in  their  distinct  colonyes,  to  enter  into  a  strict 
Alljrance  and  Correspondency  with  each  other,  as  likewise  for  the  advancement  of  Nago^ 
tiation.  Trade  and  Civill  Commerce,  and  for  a  more  speedy  Intelligence  and  Dispatch  of 
aflajrrea,  that  a  messenger  or  Post  bee  authorised  to  sett  forth  from  this  City  of  New.Yorka, 
monthly,  and  thence  to  travaile  to  Boston,  from  whence  within  that  month  hee  ahall  rs. 
tume  againe  to  this  City :  These  are  therefore  to  give  notice  to  all  persons  concerned, 
That  on  the  first  day  of  January  next  (1673)  the  messenger  appointed  ahall  proceed  on  fail 
Journey  to  Boston :  If  any  therefore  have  any  letters  or  small  portable  goods  to  bee  eon. 
veyed  to  Hartford,  Connecticott,  Boston,  or  any  other  parte  in  the  RcMd,  they  shall  bes 
carefully  delivered  according  to  the  Directions  by  a  swome  Messenger  and  Post,  who  ii 
purposely  imployed  in  that  A&Lyre ;  In  the  Interim  those  that  bee  dispoe'd  to  send  Lettea, 
lett  them  bring  them  to  the  Secretaries  tffice,  where  in  a  lockt  Box  they  shall  bee  preserr'd 
till  the  Messenger  calls  for  them.  All  persons  paying  the  Post  before  the  Bagg  bee  ssald 
up.    Dated  at  New  Yorke  this  10th  day  of  December  1672.' 

**  Stuyveoant  Huyo.  Governor  Stuyvesant'a  house  or  dwelling  waa  built  about  fear 
years  before  he  surrendered  his  government  to  the  English.  It  fit>nted  the  pubHc  wharf  and 
atood  on  the  west  side  of  the  present  WhitehalUatreet,  nearly  oppoaite  the  conunencemsat 
of  the  present  Water-atreet. 

**  The  public  wharf  and  harbor  or  dock,  were  built  by  the  burgomasters  of  the  city  aboat 
the  year  1658.  Here  vessels  loaded  and  unloaded,  and  a  wharfage  duty  waa  exaeted  at 
first  of  eight  ativers  per  Isst.  The  harbor  was  constructed  to  acconunodate  vessels  and 
yachts,  in  which,  during  winter,  the  barques  stationed  there  might  be  secured  againat  tbs 
floating  ice ;  for  which  large  vessels  paid  annually  *  one  beaver,  and  araaller  in  proportioo, 
to  the  city,  to  keep  it  in  order.'  This  wharf  and  harbor  are  now  a  part  of  Whitehall-atreet, 
Whitehall  slip  having  aince  been  formed  into  the  river. 

**  De  Waegh,  The  weigh,  or  balance.  This  wb  erected  in  1653,  by  Governor  Stoy- 
vesant, and  the  standard  weight  and  measure  kept  in  the  balance4iouse,  was  according  to 
those  of  the  city  of  Amaterdam.  To  this  standard  merchants  were  obliged  to  ccM^orm,  and 
to  pay  the  eyck.meeoter  for  marking  their  weights  and  measures.  Gooda  were  here  also 
brought  in  bulk  and  weighed,  before  they  were  stored  in  the  public  store-housea. 

**  In  front  of  the  City.Hall  were  also  the  stocks  and  whipping.poet.  The  ducking-atool, 
or  rather  cucking.«tool,  was  not  yet  erected,  notwithstanding  the  Lutheran  miniater  in  1673 
pleaded  in  bar  to  a  pubhc  proaecution  against  him  for  striking  a  female  that  ahe  *  provoked 
him  to  it  fry  ocolding,*  The  Dutch  had  the  credit  of  introducing  the  woodenJiorse,  b«t  the 
cucking.jrtool  was  reserved  for  the  superior  ingenuity  of  the  Engli^  who  derivii^  a  aane. 
tion  for  their  want  of  gallantry  from  the  immemorial  authority  of  their  Common  Law,  or- 
dered  in  February,  1693,  *  at  a  meeting  of  a  grand  Committee  of  the  Coounon  Coancil,  a 
pillory,  cage  and  duckingwMool  to  be  forthwith  built.'  " 

The  following  relation  from  Knickerbocker's  New  York,  of  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  early  Dutch  inhabitants  of  this  city,  al- 
though humorously  exaggerated,  is  by  no  means  devoid  of  historical 
truth. 
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**  I  wiO  not  griere  their  patience,  however,  by  describing  minutely  the  increaee  and  im. 
provemcDt  of  New  Amsterdam.  Their  own  imaginations  will  doubtless  present  to  them 
the  good  buighers,  like  so  many  pains-taking  and  persevering  beavers,  slowly  and  surely 
puraiing  their  labors — they  will  behold  the  prosperous  transformation  from  the  rude  logJmt 
to  the  stately  Dutch  mansion,  with  brick  front,  glazed  windows,  and  tiled  roof— from  ths 
tangled  thicket  to  the  luxuriant  cabbage  garden ;  and  from  the  skulking  Indian  to  the  pon. 
derous  burgomaster.  In  a  word,  they  will  picture  to  themselves  the  steady,  silent,  and  on. 
deviating  march  to  prosperity,  incident  to  a  city  destitute  oi  pride  or  ambition,  cherished  by 
a  &t  government,  and  whose  citizens  do  nothing  in  a  hurry. 

"  The  sage  council,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  a  preceding  chapter,  not  being  able  to  de. 
termine  upon  any  plan  for  the  building  of  their  city — the  cows,  in  a  laudable  fit  of  patriot, 
ism,  look  it  under  their  peculiar  charge,  and  as  they  went  to  and  from  pasture,  established 
paths  through  the  bushes,  on  each  side  of  which  the  good  folks  built  their  houses ;  which 
ii  one  cause  of  the  rambling  and  picturesque  turns  and  labyrinths,  which  distinguish  certain 
sirsets  of  New  York  at  this  very  day. 

**  The  houses  of  the  higher  class  were  generally  constructed  of  wood,  excepting  the  gable 
end,  which  was  of  small  black  and  yellow  Dutch  bricks,  and  always  faced  on  the  street,  •■ 
our  aneestorv,  like  their  descendants,  were  very  much  given  to  outward  ahow,  and  were 
noted  for  putting  the  best  leg  foremost.  The  house  was  alwajrs  furnished  with  abundance 
of  hfge  doors  and  small  windows  on  every  floor ;  the  date  of  its  erection  was  curiously 
deagnated  by  iron  figures  on  the  front,  and  on  the  top  of  the  roof  was  perched  a  fierce 
Mttie  weathercock,  to  let  the  family  into  the  important  secret,  which  way  the  wind  blew. 
Itese,  like  the  weathercocks  on  the  tope  of  our  steeples,  pointed  so  many  different  ways, 
ikit  evaiy  man  could  have  a  wind  to  his  mind  ; — the  meet  stanch  and  loyal  citizens,  how. 
ever,  always  went  according  to  the  weathercock  on  the  top  of  the  governor's  house,  which 
was  certainly  the  meet  correct,  as  he  had  a  trusty  servant  employed  every  morning  to  climb 
ip  and  set  it  to  the  right  quarter. 

"  hi  those  good  days  of  simplicity  and  sunshine,  a  passion  for  cleanliness  was  the  leading 
principle  in  domestic  economy,  and  the  universal  test  of  an  able  housewife, — a  character 
wkieh  formed  the  utmost  ambition  of  our  unenlightened  grandmothexa.  The  front  door 
was  never  opened  except  on  marriages,  funerals,  new  year's  days,  the  festival  of  St.  Nich- 
eiss,  or  some  each  great  occasion.  It  was  ornamented  with  a  goigeous  brass  knocker, 
corioosly  wrought,  sometimes  in  the  device  of  a  dog,  and  sometimes  of  a  lion's  head,  and 
was  daily  burnished  with  such  religious  zeal,  that  it  was  ofttimes  worn  out  by  the  very 
pKcautions  taken  for  its  preservation.  The  whole  house  was  constantly  in  a  state  of  inun. 
Nation,  under  the  discipline  of  mops  and  brooms  and  scrubbing  brushes ;  and  the  good 
housewives  of  those  days  were  a  kind  of  ampliibious  animal,  delighting  exceedingly  to  be 
dsbbling  in  water — insomuch  than  an  historian  of  the  day  gravely  tells  us,  that  many  of  his 
townswomen  grew  to  have  webbed  fingers  like  unto  a  duck ;  and  some  of  them,  he  had 
little  doubt,  could  the  matter  be  examined  into,  would  be  found  to  have  the  tails  of  mer. 
lasids  hut  this  I  look  upon  to  be  a  mere  sport  of  fancy,  or  what  is  worse,  ^  wilful  misrep- 
nsentation. 

"  The  grand  parlor  was  the  sanctum  sanctorum,  where  the  passion  for  cleaning  was 
mdulged  withont  control.  In  this  sacred  apartment  no  one  was  permitted  to  enter,  except- 
ii^  the  mistress  and  her  confidential  maid,  who  visited  it  once  a  week,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  a  thorough  cleaning,  and  putting  things  to  rights— always  taking  the  precaution  of 
leaving  their  shoes  at  the  door,  and  entering  devoutly  on  their  stocking  feet  After  scrub, 
bby  the  floor,  sprinkling  it  with  fine  white  sand,  which  was  curiously  stroked  into  angles, 
and  corves,  and  rhomboids  with  a  broom — after  washing  the  windows,  rubbing  and  polish. 
u^  the  furniture,  and  putting  a  new  bunch  of  evergreens  in  the  fireplace — the  window 
riwtien  were  again  closed  to  keep  out  the  flies,  and  the  room  carefully  locked  up  until  the 
levolntioo  of  time  brought  round  the  weekly  cleaning  day. 

**  As  to  the  family,  they  always  entered  in  at  the  gate,  and  most  generally  lived  in  the 
Idtdien.  To  have  seen  a  numerous  household  assembled  around  the  fire,  one  would  have 
BBSf^ned  that  he  was  transported  back  to  those  happy  days  of  primeval  simplicity,  which 
float  before  our  imaginations  like  golden  visions.  The  fireplaces  were  of  a  truly  patriarchal 
■agnitnde,  where  the  whole  family,  old  and  young,  master  and  servant,  black  and  white, 
nay,  even  the  very  cat  and  dog,  enjoyed  a  commimity  of  privilege,  and  had  each  a  right  to 
a  eonar.  Here  the  old  burgher  would  sit  in  perfect  silence,  pufiing  his  pipe,  looking  in 
Ae  fira  with  half-«hut  eyes,  and  thinking  of  nothing  for  hours  together;  the  goede  vrouw 
00  the  oppoaite  side  would  employ  herself  diligently  in  spinning  yam,  or  knitting  stockinga. 
The  yoong  fiolks  would  crowd  around  the  hearth,  listening  with  breathless  attention  to 
some  old  crone  of  a  negro,  who  was  the  oracle  of  the  family,  and  who,  perched  like  a  raven 
in  a  comer  of  the  chunney,  would  croak  forth  for  a  long  winter  afiemoon  a  string  of  in. 
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credible  itoriot  aboat  New  Englend  witchoa    grielf  ghom    botiee  wi&om 
hairbreadth  escapee  and  bloody  encounters  among  the  Indiana. 

**  In  those  happy  days  a  well-regulated  family  always  rose  with  the  dawn,  dined  at 
and  went  to  bed  at  sundown.  Dinner  was  invariably  a  private  meal,  and  the  lat  oU 
bnrghers  showed  incontestible  symptoms  of  disapprobation  and  uneasineaB  at  being  aniiaisid 
by  a  visit  from  a  neighbor  on  such  occasions.  But  though  our  worthy  ancesioiB  were  iha 
singularly  averse  to  giving  dinners,  yet  they  kept  up  the  social  bands  of  intimacy  by  oec^ 
sionai  banquetings,  called  tea  parties. 

"  These  fashionable  parties  were  generally  confined  to  the  higher  clasaes,  or  nobleaae,  iIhi 
is  to  say,  such  as  kept  their  own  cows,  and  drove  their  own  wagons.  The  company  ea» 
monly  assembled  at  three  o'clock,  and  went  away  about  six,  unless  it  was  in  winter  tian, 
when  the  fashionable  hours  were  a  Uttle  earlier,  that  the  ladies  might  get  home  before  dark. 
The  tea  table  was  crowned  with  a  huge  earthen  dish,  well  stored  with  alicea  of  ht  poik, 
fiied  brown,  cut  up  into  morsels,  and  swimming  in  gravy.  The  company  being  seaiBd 
around  the  genial  board,  and  each  furnished  with  a  fork,  evinced  their  dexterity  in  laanck 
ing  at  the  Attest  pieces  in  this  mighty  dish — in  much  the  same  manner  as  sailon  haipooa 
porpoises  at  sea,  or  our  Indians  spear  salmon  in  the  lakes.  Sometimes  the  table 
Mrith  immense  apple  pies,  or  saucers  full  of  preserved  peaches  and  peaia ;  but  it 
sure  to  boast  an  enormous  dish  of  balls  of  sweetened  dough,  fried  in  hog's  &t, 
doughnuts,  or  oly  koeks— a  delicious  kind  of  cake,  at  present  scarce  known  in  this  diy, 
excepting  in  genuine  Dutch  fiimilies. 

"  The  tea  was  served  out  of  a  majestic  delft  teapot,  ornamented 
with  paintings  of  fat  httle  Dutch  shepherds  and  shepherdesses  tending 
pigs — with  boats  sailing  in  the  air,  and  houses  built  in  the  cloudy 
and  sundry  other  ingenious  Dutch  fantasies.  The  beaux  distinguish- 
ed themselves  by  their  adroitness  in  replenishing  this  pot  from  a  huge 
copper  tca-kcttle,  which  would  have  made  the  pigmy  macaronies  of 
these  degenerate  da^s  sweat  merely  to  look  at  it  To  sweeten  the 
beverage,  a  lump  of  sugar  was  laid  beside  each  cup — and  the  com- 
pany alternately  nibbled  and  sipped  with  great  decorum,  until  an 
improvement  was  introduced  by  a  shrewd  and  economic  old  lady, 
which  was  to  suspend  a  large  lump  directly  over  the  tea  table,  by  i 
string  from  the  ceiling,  so  that  it  could  be  swung  frx>m  mouth  to 
mouth — an  ingenious  expedient,  which  is  still  kept  up  by  some  fami- 
lies in  Albany ;  but  which  prevails  without  exception  in  Communi- 
paw,  Berg^,  Flat  Bush,  and  all  our  uncontaminated  Dutch  villages. 

"  At  these  primitive  tea  parties  the  utmost  propriety  and  dignity  of 
deportment  prevailed.  No  flirting  nor  coquetting — no  gambolling  of 
old  ladies  nor  hoyden  chattering  and  romping  of  young  ones — no 
self-satisfied  struttings  of  wealthy  gentlemen,  with  their  brains  in 
their  pockets — ^nor  amusing  conceits,  and  monkey  divertisements,  of 
smart  young  gentlemen,  with  no  brains  at  all.  On  the  contrary,  the 
young  ladies  seated  themselves  demurely  in  their  rush-bottomed 
chairs,  and  knit  their  own  woollen  stockings ;  nor  ever  opened  thdr 
lips,  excepting  to  say,  yah  Mynlierj  or  yah  ya  Vroiao,  to  any  question 
that  was  asked  them  ;  behaving,  in  all  thin^,  like  decent,  well-edu- 
cated damsels.  As  to  the  gentlemen,  each  oi  them  tranquilly  smoked 
his  pipe,  and  seemed  lost  in  contemplation  of  the  blue  and  white  tilei 
with  which  the  fireplaces  were  decorated  ;  wherein  sundry  passages 
of  scripture  were  piously  portrayed — Tobit  and  his  dog  figured  to 

Jreat  advantage ;  Haman  swung  conspicuously  on  his  gibbet,  and 
onah  appeared  most  manfully  bouncing  out  of  the  whale,  like  Ha^ 
lequin  through  a  barrel  of  fire. 
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"  The  jMUties  broke  up  without  noise  and  without  confusion.  They 
■were  carried  home  by  their  own  carriages,  that  is  to  say,  by  the  ve- 
hicles nature  had  provided  them,  excepting  such  of  the  wealthy  as 
coidd  afford  to  keep  a  wagon.  The  gentlemen  gallantly  attended 
their  fair  ones  to  their  respective  abodes,  and  took  leave  of  them  with 
a  hearty  smack  at  the  door ;  which,  as  it  was  an  established  piece  of 
etiquette,  done  in  perfect  simplicity  and  honesty  of  heart,  occasioned 
no  scandal  at  that  time,  nor  should  it  at  the  present — ^if  our  great 
grandfathers  approved  of  the  custom,  it  would  argue  a  great  want  of 
reverence  in  their  descendants  to  say  a  word  against  it. 

**  In  this  dulcet  period  of  my  history,  when  the  beauteous  island  of 
Manna-hatta  presented  a  scene,  the  very  counterpart  of  those  glowing 
pictures  drawn  of  the  golden  reign  of  Saturn,  there  was,  as  I  have 
before  observed,  a  happy  ignorance,  an  honest  simplicity  prevalent 
among  its  inhabitants,  which,  were  I  even  able  to  depict,  would  be  but 
little  understood  by  the  degenerate  ace  for  which  I  am  doomed«to 
"write.  Even  the  female  sex,  those  arch  innovators  upon  the  tranquil- 
lity, the  honesty,  and  greybeard  customs  of  society,  seemed  for  a 
wnile  to  conduct  themselves  with  incredible  sobriety  and  comeliness. 

"  Their  hair,  untortured  by  the  abominations  of  art,  was  scrupu- 
lously pomatomed  back  from  their  foreheads  with  a  candle,  and  cov- 
ered with  a  little  cap  of  quilted  calico,  which  fitted  exactly  to  their 
heads.  Their  petticoats  of  linsey  woolsey  were  striped  with  a  va- 
riety of  gorgeous  dyes — though  I  must  confess  these  gallant  varments 
were  rather  short,  scarce  reaching  below  the  knee ;  but  men  they 
made  up  in  the  number,  which  generally  equalled  that  of  the  gentle- 
men's small-clothes ;  and  what  is  still  more  praiseworthy,  they  were 
all  of  their  own  manufacture — of  which  circumstance,  as  may  well 
be  supposed,  they  were  not  a  little  vain. 

"  These  were  the  honest  days,  in  which  every  woman  staid  at  home, 
read  the  Bible,  and  wore  pockets — ay,  and  that  too  of  a  goodly  size* 
fashioned  with  patch-work  into  many  curious  devices,  and  ostenta- 
tiously worn  on  the  outside.  These,  in  fact,  were  convenient  recep- 
tacles, where  all  good  housewives  carefully  stored  away  such  things 
as  they  wished  to  have  at  hand ;  by  which  means  they  often  came 
to  be  incredibly  crammed — and  I  remember  there  was  a  story  cur- 
rent when  I  was  a  boy,  thai  the  lady  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller  once 
had  occasion  to  empty  her  right  pocket  in  search  of  a  wooden  ladle, 
and  the  utensil  was  discovered  lying  among  some  rubbish  in  one  cor- 
ner— ^but  we  must  not  give  too  much  faith  to  all  these  stories ;  the 
anecdotes  of  those  remote  periods  being  very  subject  to  exaggera- 
tion. 

**  Besides  these  notable  pockets,  they  likewise  wore  scissors  and 
pincushions  suspended  from  their  girdles  by  red  ribands,  or  among 
the  more  opulent  and  showy  classes,  by  brass,  and  even  silver  chains 
—-indubitable  tokens  of  thrifly  housewives  and  industrious  spinsters. 
I  cannot  say  much  in  vindication  of  the  shortness  of  the  petticoats ; 
it  doubtless  was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  stockings  a 
chance  to  be  seen,  which  were  generally  of  blue  worsted  with  mag- 
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nificent  red  clocks — or  perhaps  to  display  a  well-turned  ankle,  and 
a  neat,  though  serviceable,  foot,  set  off  by  a  high-heeled  leathern 
shoe,  with  a  large  and  splendid  silver  buckle.  Thus  we  find  that 
the  gentle  sex  in  all  ages  have  shown  the  same  disposition  to  infringe 
a  little  upon  the  laws  of  decorum,  in  order  to  betray  a  lurking  beauty, 
or  gratify  an  innocent  love  of  finery. 

**  From  the  sketch  here  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  good  grandmothen  differed  eonad. 
erably  in  their  ideas  of  a  fine  figure  fi'om  their  scantily  dressed  descendants  of  the  preteat 
day.  A  fine  lady,  in  those  times,  waddled  under  more  clothes,  even  on  a  ftir  ■unimefi 
day,  than  would  have  clad  the  whole  bevy  of  a  modern  ball-room.  Nor  were  they  the  lea 
admired  by  the  gentlemen  in  consequence  thereof.  On  the  contrary,  the  greatness  of  t 
lover's  passion  seemed  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  its  object-— «nd  a  vo- 
luminous damsel,  arrayed  in  a  dozen  of  petticoats,  was  declared  by  a  Low  Dutch  sonnettMr 
of  the  province  to  be  radiant  as  a  sunflower,  and  luxuriant  as  a  full  blown  cabbage.  Cer. 
tain  it  is,  that  in  those  days,  the  heart  uf  a  lover  could  not  contain  more  than  one  lady  at  a 
time ;  whereas  the  heart  of  a  modem  gallant  has  often  room  enough  to  accommodate  half 
a  dozen.  The  reason  of  which  I  conclude  to  be,  that  either  the  hearts  of  the  gentteasa 
have  grown  larger,  or  the  persons  of  the  ladies  smaller — this,  however,  is  a  queatioB  fiv 
physiologists  to  determine. 

**  But  there  was  a  secret  charm  in  these  petticoats,  which  no  doubt  entered  into  the  ea^ 
aideration  of  the  prudent  gallants.  The  wardrobe  of  a  lady  was  in  thoM  daya  her  oalyft& 
tune ;  and  she  who  had  a  good  stock  of  petticoats  and  stockings,  waa  as  abaohitety  la 
heiress  as  is  a  Kamschatka  damsel  with  a  store  of  bear  skins,  or  a  Lapland  belle  with  t 
plenty  of  reindeer.  The  ladies,  therefore,  were  very  anxious  to  display  these  pomaM 
attractions  to  the  greatest  advantage ;  and  the  best  rooms  in  the  house,  instead  of  beiag 
adorned  with  caricatures  of  dame  nature,  in  water  colors  and  needle-work,  were  always 
hung  round  with  abundance  of  homespun  garments,  the  manufiicture  and  the  property  of 
the  females — a  piece  of  laudable  ostentation  that  still  prevails  among  the  heiraases  of  oar 
Dutch  viUages. 

**  The  gentlemen,  in  fact,  who  figured  in  the  circles  of  the  gay  world  in  theae  andeat 
times,  corresponded,  in  most  particulars,  with  the  beauteous  damsels  whoae  smiles  thsy 
were  ambitious  to  deserve.  True  it  is,  their  merits  would  make  but  a  very  inconsidanbls 
impression  upon  the  heart  of  a  modem  fair ;  they  neither  drove  their  cuniclea  nor  sported 
their  tandems,  for  as  yet  those  gaudy  vehicles  were  not  even  dreamt  of — neither  did  they 
distinguish  themselves  by  their  brilliancy  at  the  table,  and  their  consequent  rencontres  with 
watchmen,  for  our  forefathers  were  of  too  pacific  a  disposition  to  neeid  those  guardians  of 
the  night,  every  soul  throughout  the  town  being  sound  asleep  before  nine  o'clock.  Neither 
did  they  establish  their  claims  to  gentility  at  the  expense  of  their  tailors— ^n*  aa  yet  those 
offenders  against  the  pockets  of  society,  and  the  tranquillity  of  all  aspiring  young  gentle- 
men, were  unknown  in  New  Amsterdam ;  every  good  housewife  made  the  clothea  of  her 
hupband  and  family,  and  even  the  goede  vrouw  of  Van  Twiller  himself  thought  it  no  dia. 
paragement  to  cut  out  her  husband's  linsey  woolsey  galligaskins. 

**  Not  but  what  there  were  some  two  or  three  youngsters  who  manifested  the  firat  dawn. 
ings  of  what  is  called  fire  and  spirit.  Who  held  all  labor  in  contempt ;  skulked  about  dodts 
and  market  places ;  loitered  in  the  sunshine ;  squandered  what  httle  money  they  oonkl  pro. 
cure  at  hustle-cap  and  chuck-farthing,  swore,  boxed,  fought  cocks,  and  raced  their  ns^i- 
bor's  horses — in  short,  who  promised  to  be  the  wonder,  the  talk,  and  abominatioa  of  dis 
town,  had  not  their  stylish  career  been  unfortunately  cut  short  by  an  afiair  of  honor  with  a 
whipping.post. 

**  Far  other,  however,  was  the  tmly  fashionable  gentleman  of  thoae  dajra— hia  dresi^ 
which  served  for  both  morning  and  evening,  street  and  drawing-room,  waa  a  Knaej  wooi> 
aey  coat,  made,  perhaps,  by  the  fair  hands  of  the  mistress  of  his  afiectionB,  and  gallandy 
bedecked  with  abundance  of  large  brass  buttons. — ^Half  a  score  of  breeches  heightened  tht 
proportions  of  his  figure— his  shoes  were  decorated  by  enormous  copper  bucklea— «  low- 
crowned  broad-brimmed  hat  overshadowed  his  burly  visage,  and  his  hair  H^^jj^j  dowa 
his  back  in  a  prodigious  queue  of  eel  skin. 

**  Thus  equipped,  he  would  manfully  sally  forth  with  pipe  in  mouth  to  beaiege  aona  6ir 
damsels  obdurate  heart — not  such  a  pipe,  good  reader,  as  that  which  Acia  did  sweetly  toas 
in  praise  of  his  Galatea,  but  of  one  of  tme  delft  manufacture,  and  fumiahed  with  a  cbaifi 
of  fragrant  tobacco.  With  this  would  he  resolutely  set  himself  down  before  die  fortresii 
and  rarely  failed,  in  the  proceas  of  time,  to  smoke  the  &ir  enemy  into  a  amreDder,  vpaa 
hooorabla  terma. 
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**  Stteh  wtt  tbe  htppy  nign  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  celebimted  in  man j  a  kmg4ofgotten 
as  the  real  golden  age,  the  real  being  nothing  bat  counterfeit  copper. wadied  coin.  la 
dwt  delightfal  period,  a  sweet  and  holy  calm  reigned  over  the  whole  province.  The  bor- 
gonaster  smokied  his  pipe  in  peace — the  substantial  solace  of  his  domestic  cares,  after  her 
dailj  toik  were  done,  sat  soberly  at  the  door,  with  her  arms  crossed  over  her  apron  of 
■wrwy  white,  without  being  insulted  by  ribald  street  walkers  or  vagabond  hoyn — those 
■nlncky  urcUns,  who  do  so  infest  our  streets,  displaying  under  the  roses  of  youth  the 
ihonis  and  brien  of  iniquity.  Then  it  was  that  the  lover  with  ten  breeches,  and  the  dam. 
isl  with  petticoats  of  half  a  score,  indulged  in  all  the  innocent  endearments  of  virtuous  love 
whhoat  fear  and  without  reproach ;  for  what  had  that  virtue  to  fear,  which  was  defended 
Vy  a  shield  of  good  linsey  woolseys,  equal  at  least  to  the  seven  bull  hides  of  the  invincible 

**  Ah,  bUasfuI,  and  never  to  be  forgotten  age !  when  every  thing  was  better  than  it  has 
ever  been  since,  or  ever  will  be  again — ^when  Buttermilk  Channel*  was  quite  dry  at  low 
water— when  the  shad  in  the  Hudson  were  all  salmon,  and  when  the  moon  shone  with  a 
pars  and  resplendent  whiteness,  instead  of  that  melancholy  yellow  light  which  is  the  conse- 
qoence  of  her  sickening  at  the  abominations  she  every  night  witnesses  in  this  degeneimte 
city! 

**  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  New  Amsterdam  could  it  always  have  existed  in  this 
■Hts  of  blissful  ignorance  and  lowly  simpUcity ;  but  alas !  the  days  of  childhood  are  too 
•weet  to  last !  Cities,  hke  men,  grow  out  of  them  in  time,  and  are  doomed  alike  to  grow 
kto  the  bustle,  the  cares,  and  miseries  of  the  world.  Let  no  man  congratulate  himseli^ 
when  he  beholds  the  child  of  his  bosom  or  the  city  of  his  birth  increasing  in  magnitude  and 
importance— let  the  hbtory  of  his  own  life  teach  him  the  dangen  of  the  one,  and  this  ex- 
liflnnt  little  history  of  Mannahatta  convince  him  of  the  calamities  of  the  other.*' 
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The  cele\f rated  Negro  Plot,  1741,  occurred  when  there  were  about  ten  thousand  inhabi- 
tnts  in  this  city,  of  which  one  sixth  part  were  negro  slaves. 

**  After  a  lapse  of  a  century,  we  look  back  with  astonishment  on  the  panic  occasioned  by 
4e  Negro  Plot,  and  the  rancorous  hatred  that  prevailed  here  against  the  Roman  Catholics. 
To  }u6ige  from  tradition,  and  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  against  the  conspirators,  no 
doubt  can  be  had  of  the  actual  existence  of  a  plot ;  but  its  extent  could  never  have  been  so 
frsat  as  the  terror  of  those  times  depicted.  The  very  mode  adopted  to  discover  abettors 
qr  mutual  criminations  and  confessions,  tended  in  the  progress  of  the  trials  to  inculpate 
every  negro  slave  in  the  city.  We  accordingly  find,  that  the  number  of  conspirators  daily 
increased.  As  it  was  impossible  to  prove  all  equally  guilty,  the  ringleaders  only  were  ex. 
ecnted ;  and  those  who,  to  save  their  lives,  plead  guilty,  and  threw  themselves  on  the  mercy 
«f  the  court,  were  transported. 

**  Insurrections  and  conspiracies  were  at  this  juncture  frequent  in  the  West  India  islands, 
and  great  apprehensions  were  entertained  of  an  invasion  by  the  French  and  Spaniards. 
These  circumstances  aggravated  the  horror  of  a  domestic  plot  to  such  a  degree,  that  the 
white  inhabitants,  regarding  every  negro  slave  as  an  incendiary  and  an  assassin,  carried 
their  apprehensions  and  resentment  beyond  all  bounds. 

**  A  holy  hatred  of  the  Roman  Catholics  was  at  that  period  inculcated  by  church  and 
ttue.  Our  Dutch  forefathers,  glowing  with  all  the  zeal  of  the  early  reformers,  emigrated 
to  this  country  shortly  after  the  emancipation  of  the  United  Netherlands  from  the  Spanish 
yoke,  and  fostered  all  the  rancor  of  their  race  against  Papists  and  Spaniards.  It  was  the 
pohcy  of  the  English  government,  after  tlie  conquest,  to  cherish  this  animosity,  and  those 
of  oor  readers  who  were  bom  and  educated  before  the  American  revolution,  will  recollect 
how  religiously  they  were  taught  to  abhor  the  Pope,  Devil,  and  Pretender.  The  act  of  our 
fhwincial  Assembly,  sgainst  Jesuits  and  Papist  priests,  passed  2d  William  and  Mary,  and 
which  continued  in  full  force  until  our  independence,  was  owing,  no{  only  to  these  preju- 
diees,  but  to  the  exposed  situation  of  the  colony,  the  northern  frontier  of  which  was  bounded 
by  Canada,  at  that  time  in  possession  of  France,  the  natural  and  ever^iaring  enemy  to  £ng. 
had.  Thd  intolerant  spirit  of  this  act  shows  the  horror  and  detestation  in  which  the  Roman 
Catholics  were  held,  and  will  account  why  so  few  of  this  profession  existed  in  this  city  and 
colony  before  the  revolution. 

*Id  olden  times  the  ehannel  was  but  a  little  creek  whidi  separated  the  mainland  from 
Govemots  laUnd. 
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**  In  Mtiinatiiig  thk  angular  eyent  in  our  colonial  history,  the  ciiemuilMceB  of  diD  ttMi 
riiould  be  duly  oonaidnred^  before  we  too  hastily  condemn  the  bigotry  and  endSf  of  a« 
predeceasori.  The  advantages  of  a  liberal,  indeed  of  the  plainest  education,  was  tfaie  happy 
lot  of  very  few.  IntercouiM  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  oonntnTt  *nd  bcirnsw 
province  and  province,  waa  very  rare.  Ignorance  and  illiberal  prejudices  vauwentBjwn^ 
vailed.  Their  more  &vored  and  enlightened  posterity  will  therefore  draw  a  veil  of  &| 
affection  over  the  involuntary  errors  of  their  forefathers,  and  emulating  their  aimple  viiai% 
endeavor  to  transmit  a  brighter  example  to  their  successors.**— ITut.  of  Negn  Pl&i^  8vft 
New  Ym-k,  1810. 

**  The  first  suspicion  of  a  plot  among  the  negroes,  and  which  subsequently  lad  to  a  M 
investigation  and  discovery,  was  caused  by  frequent  alarms  of  fire,  and  a  robbery  conmnitid 
at  a  Mr.  Hogg's,  *  from  whence  were  taken  divers  pieces  of  linen,  and  other  good%  aa^ 
several  silver  coins,  chiefly  Spanish,  and  medals,  and  wrought  silver,  dtc,  to  the  vahie,  m 
the  whole,  of  sixty  potmds  and  upwards.*  The  scene  of  this  famous  robbery  was  in  a  hooM 
in  Broad  street.  On  Wednesday,  the  18th  March,  1740,  about  1  o*clock,  a  fire  brake  sat 
of  the  roof  of  His  Migesty*8  house,  at  Fort  Geoige,  within  this  city,  near  the  chapel,  on  iha 
eayt  aide,  and  the  wind  blowing  a  violent  gale  at  southeast,  it  soon  became  impooaible  to  slop 
its  progress.  The  citizens  and  engines  assembled  promptly  on  the  ringing  of  the  chapd 
bell,  and  aasisted  in  saving  the  records  and  papers  in  the  office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Sialic 
over  the  fort  gate,  which  fortunately  were  preserved,  although  in  the  hurry  they  wen  toail 
out  at  the  windowa,  and  the  papers  blown  and  scattered.  An  alarm  being  givaii,  the  pa^ 
pie  were  soon  after  fearful  of  an  explosion,  and  atood  aloof,  although  aasnred  by  the  0ml 
ernor  that  it  was  groundless.  In  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  Crovemor^  honae,  and  da 
venerable  old  Dutch  Church,  were  thus  consumed.  A  plumber  had  that  morning  baea  it 
work,  with  his  pot  of  coals  and  aoldering  iron,  to  mend  a  leak  in  the  gutter,  batwaaa  Ai 
house  and  the  chapel,  and  the  high  wind  had  no  doubt  blown  some  spaika  on  the  diy  iUfr 
glea,  or  under  the  eaves.  On  the  25th  of  March,  a  week  after  the  fire  at  the  fort,  aaote 
broke  out  at  the  southwest  end  of  the  town,  and  on  the  1st  of  April,  another  at  the  «tf 
end  of  the  town,  at  Van  Zandt*s,  comer  of  Burling*s  slip  and  Water-atreet.  On  dw  4lh  of 
April,  two  other  alarma  were  made,  and  fire  discovered ;  and  on  the  5th,  being  Sndaf, 
Mr.  Murray*8  hsystack,  standing  near  some  stables  and  houses  in  Broadway,  ^daaBaiva 
coals  put  under  it,  which  went  out  of  themselves.  On  Monday,  three  more  fireo  occanW, 
and  the  panic  commenced.  Many  negroea  were  arrested,  and  die  inveatigatioiia  wertloei 
and  intricate.  By  the  course  of  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  the  city  was  deatiiied  to  W 
fired,  and  the  inhabitants  massacred  on  coming  out  of  the  English  Church  in  Broadwaf  . 

"  St.  Patrick's  night  was  selected  to  begin  the  bloody  scene,  and  many  Iridi  Caihofici, 
lately  arrived,  enlisted  in  the  gang,  were  even  detected  as  being  concerned.  The  wgnm 
were  led  on  by  a  villian  named  Hughson,  at  whose  house  they  were  finely  entertained, 
and  brought  their  stolen  goods,  and  were  sworn  to  secrecy.  Ury,  a  priest,  waa  also  deeplf 
concerned. 

**  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  London  has  had  its  Popish  Plot  and  fire ;  Bostoo  aad 
Salem  its  delusions  of  witchcraft,  and  New  York  its  Negro  Plot:  and  there  can  be  no  doebt 
that  some  innocent  persons  were  at  thoee  times  accused,  and  suffered. 

"  One  hundred  and  fifty.four  negroes,  and  twenty  white  persons,  were  committed  to  pri* 
Bon,  of  which  fifty.five  were  convicted,  and  seventy.eight  confeosed.  Thirteen  ncgioii 
were  burnt  st  the  stake,  at  a  place  then  out  of  town,  but  situated  near  the  picoeat  ia- 
tersection  of  Pearl  and  Chatham  sureets,  where  there  formerly  was  a  hollow  place,  as  racsi- 
lected  by  one  of  our  oldest  citizens,  who  was  present  at  the  execution,  and  daelans  thii 
the  horrible  shrieks  and  cries  of  the  miserable  victima  still  dwell  on  his  memoiy.  Tweatjr 
were  hung,  (one  in  chains,  *  on  the  island,  by  the  powderJiouse,'  where  the  Araeoal  no* 
is,  in  Elm  street.)  Seventy  were  transported  to  foreign  psrts,  vii.  Newfoundland,  Madein, 
Hisponiola,  Cape  Francois,  Curra9oa,  Surinam,  dLC.,  &c.,  and  fifty  were  discharged. 

"  Although  the  black  population  has  increased  from  that  period  to  the  preeent,  in  tUi 
city,  yet  the  proportion  they  noio  bear  to  the  whites  is  much  2e«t  than  at  that  time,  beiflf 
only  one-twelfth  part ;  then  they  were  on&sixth.** 

The  following  extracts  are  from  newspapers  published  previous  to 
and  during  the  revolution :  they  will  serve  to  throw  light  on  tfie  his- 
tory of  the  times. 


**  New  York,  November  4,  1765. — ^Tbe  late  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  . 
tions  in  Fort  George,  and  the  securing  of  the  Stomped  Paper  in  that  garrison,  having  gieatly 
alarmed  and  displeased  the  inhabits nts  of  this  city,  a  vast  number  of  them  assembled  last 
Friday  evening  in  the  commons,  from  whence  they  marched  down  the  Fly,  pracaded  by  a 
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nber  of  Ughti,  «Bd  htTiog  stopped  a  few  minatee  at  the  Coffee  House,  proeeeded  to  the 
irt  Walb,  where  they  broke  open  the  stable  of  the  L — t  G  r,  took  out  his  coaeh,  and 
kw  carrying  the  same  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  in  triumph  marched  to  the 
nmons,  where  a  gallows  was  erected ;  on  one  end  of  which  was  suroraded  the  effigy  of 

•  person  whoee  property  the  coach  was.  In  his  right  hand  he  held  a  stamped  BiU  of 
idnig,  and  on  his  breast  was  affixed  a  paper  with  the  following  .inscription,  *  The  Sebel 
mmmer  in  the  year  1715 :'  at  his  back  was  affixed  a  drum,  the  badge  of  his  profeesion ; 
iba  other  end  of  the  gallows  hung  the  figure  of  the  devil,  a  proper  companion  for  the 
liar,  as  'tis  supposed  it  was  entirely  at  his  instigation  he  acted :  after  they  had  hung  there 
Boosiderable  time,  they  carried  the  effigies,  with  the  gallows  entire,  being  preceded  by 
S  eoach,  in  a  grand  procession  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  where  it  remained  for  some  time, 
■I  whence  it  was  removed  to  the  Bowling  Green,  under  the  muzxles  of  the  fort  guns, 
bors  a  bon-fire  was  immediately  made,  and  the  drummer^  devils  and  eoaeh,  dtc.,  were 
nnmed  amidst  the  acclamations  of  some  thousand  spectatore,  and  we  make  no  doubt, 

t  the  L — t  Gr r,  and  his  friends,  had  the  mortification  of  viewing  the  whole  proceed. 

I  fiom  the  ramparts  of  the  fort :  But  the  business  of  the  night  not  being  yet  concluded, 
S  ivhole  body  proceeded  with  the  greatest  decency  and  good  order  to  Vauxhall,  the  hopse 
M— r  J  e,  who,  it  was  reported,  was  a  fiiend  to  the  Stamp  Act,  and  had  been  over 
IflMms  in  his  duty,  horn  whence  they  took  every  individual  article  to  a  very  considerable 
want ;  and  having  made  another  bon-fire,  the  whole  was  consumed  in  the  flames,  to  the 
Mt  Mitisfrction  of  every  person  present ;  after  which  they  dispersed,  and  every  man  went 
Irii  respective  habitation.  The  whole  afiair  was  conducted  with  such  decorum,  that  not 
I  lent  accident  happened. 

*ne  next  evening  another  very  considerable  body  assembled  at  the  same  place,  having 

^  informed  that  the  L-*-t  G r  had  qualified  himself  ftir  the  distribution  of  the  Stamped 

pJBTy  were  determined  to  march  to  the  fort,  in  order  to  insist  upon  his  delivering  into  their 
■di^  or  to  declare  tfaa^  he  would  not  underteke  to  distribute  the  same ;  but  before  this 
Iqinlioa  could  be  executed,  the  minds  of  the  people  were  eased  by  the  L — ^t  G  r*s 
fifing  the  following  declaration  &om  the  fort,  viz : — 

f^TlflE  lieut  Governor  declares  he  will  do  nAing  in  Relation  to  the  Stamps,  bot  leave 
JL  it  to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  to  do  as  he  please!  on  his  arrivaL  Council  Chamber,  New 
ifii  Nat,  9, 1765.    By  Order  of  Hie  Honor.  Ww.  Bantak  D.  CI.  Con. 

^  *  We  can  assure  the  Gentlemen  of  the  neighboring  Provinces,  That  every  Importer  of 
■opatn  Goods  in  this  City,  have  agreed  not  to  Import  any  Groods  firom  England  next 

3,  unless  the  Sugar  Act,  and  the  Oppressive  and  Unconstitutional  Stamp  Act  am 

*  JTms  York,  Jan,  8th,  1763w— Thunday  next  is  appointed  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the 
fawe  of  Wales,  when  there  is  to  be  a  treble  discharge  of  all  the  artillery  in  this  place,  and 
a  •rsoing  is  to  be  concluded  vrith  the  play  of  the  Fair  Penitent,  by  the  officers  of  the 
■f,  in  a  tfaeatte  built  for  that  purpose." 

"Ifeis  York,  Dee,  13, 1765^— We  axe  credibly  informed  that  there  were  married  last 
■day  evening,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Auchmuty,  a  very  respectable  couple,  that  had  been  pub. 
htd  at  three  difierent  times  in  Trinity  church.  A  laudable  example  and  worthy  to  be 
inped.  If  tfait  decent,  and  for  many  reasons,  proper  method  of  publication  waa  once 
MnUy  to  take  plaoe,  we  should  hear  no  more  of  clandestine  marriages,  and  save  the  ex- 
■■•  of  lioeoMS,  no  inconsiderable  sum  these  hard  and  distressing  times.** 


**Ne»  Yarkf  March  ISth,  1766.r— Upon  a  supposition  that  the  cannon  upon  the  Battery 
this  city  were  qnked  by  order  of  Lieutenant^ovemor  Colden,  hii  effigy  was  exhibited 
It  Thmsday,  sitting  upon  a  piece  of  ordnance,  properly  mounted  with  a  drill  constructed 
■Qeh  a  manner  as  to  be  continually  working ;  at  his  back  hung  a  drum  as  a  badge  of  his 
DMT  prafesMon :  On  his  bresst  waa  fixed  a  paper  on  which  were  the  following  lines : 

*  Pm  deceived  by  the  devil  and  left  in  the  lurch ; 
And  am  forced  to  do  penance,,  tho*  not  in  the  church.' 

**  Afker  it  had  anpearad  m  the  principal  snreets  of  the  city  attended  by  many  thousand 
•etnton,  (aHhon^  it  rained  great  part  of  the  time,)  it  was  carried  to  the  common,  where 
In  was  immediately  made,  and  the  whole  consumed  by  5  o*clock  in  the  sftemoon, 
tUtH  the  •^l«"»«*s*w  of  the  multimde,  who  dispersed  directly  thereafter.  ....  The 
lir  was  eoodnctad  with  such  order  and  decorum,  that  no  person  sustained  the  least 
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**  N.  B.  The  public  are  desired  to  take  notice,  that  the  cannon  atill  renwin  apiked;  mi 
it  18  expected  that  no  further  hint  will  be  neceBsary.** 


**  New  York,  May  3,  1766^ — ^The  play  advertised  to  be  acted  last  Monday  ereniq^ 
having  given  offence  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  who  thou^t  it  highly  imprapsr 
that  such  entertainments  should  be  exhibited  at  this  time  of  public  distress,  when  gnat 
numbers  of  poor  people  can  scarce  find  means  of  subsistence,  whereby  many  peiaonB  migte 
be  tempted  to  neglect  their  business,  and  squander  that  money  which  is  neceosaiy  ib  the 
payment  of  their  debts  and  support  of  their  famihes,  a  rumour  was  spread  about  the  towa 
on  Monday,  that  if  the  play  went  on,  the  audience  would  meet  with  some  distnrbance  fron 
the  multitude.  This  prevented  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  intended  to  have  been  then 
fi^m  going ;  however,  many  people  came  and  the  play  was  begun :  but  soon  interrupted  by 
the  multitude,  who  burst  open  the  doors,  and  entered  with  noise  and  tumult.  The  audk 
ence  escaped  in  the  best  manner  they  could ;  many  lost  their  hats  and  other  parts  of  dreia 
A  boy  had  his  skull  fiactured,  and  was  yesterday  trepanned ;  his  recovery  is  doubtful :  seveisl 
others  were  dangerously  hurt,  but  we  heard  of  no  lives  lost.  The  multitude  ■*"Tt^"««t^ 
demoUshed  the  house,  carried  the  pieces  to  the  common,  where  they  consumed  them  in  a 
bonfire.*' 


From  the  New  York  Gaxette  of  Auguat  3, 1769. 

*'  Extract  of  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  the  city  firom  a  correspondent  in  the  ooontry,  dstid 
July  20, — *  Sir :  As  a  sincere  fiiend  I  give  you  a  caution  now  to  be  particulajiy  on  ywr 
guard  against  the  importation  of  Elnglish  goods ;  for  I  fear  you  mil  not  get  them  soU  at  soy 
rata,  as  it  appears  quita  plain  fixmi  wis  hint  of  facts,  you  may  depend  upon.  Within  thea 
few  weeks  I  happened  to  be  present  at  several  meetings  of  some  towns  here,  wImu  amoM 
other  things,  they  took  into  their  most  serious  consideration  the  afiair  of  buving  E^igbi 
goods  horn,  your  merchants,  and  it  was  strongly  reasoned  thus :  We  have  gone  (said  imf) 
these  several  years  past  clearing  new  lands  and  raising  grain  only,  and  have  fboliahly  Mf- 
lected  the  raising  of  sheep  and  flax,  because  we  vainly  thought  we  could  buy  them  cheap* 
at  the  stores  than  make  them  at  our  houses ;  until  now  our  cash  is  wholly  earned  to  Ei^. 
land  for  their  fineries,  and  here  it  has  got  so  scarce,  that  in  a  whole  town  one  gninea  ■ 
scarcely  seen  in  a  year's  time :  so  that  when  a  man  goeth  to  buy  any  neceasaiiea  at  a 
chant's  shop,  instead  of  his  purse,  he  must  take  a  wagon  load  of  grain,  and*  sell  it  to  thai 
chant's  and  take  his  English  goods  at  whatever  price  he  pleases  to  ask. 

"  Wherefore  they  unanimously  and  firmly  resolved,  1st.  That  for  them  to  buy  any 
Scotch  or  English  goods  fi-om  merchants,  was  in  fact  a  sure  wicked  way  to  qualify  Britaia 
tyrannically  and  inflexibly,  ftt)m  time  to  time  to  impose  upon  Americans  whatsoever  new 
laws,  new  admiralty  courts,  or  bishop's  courta  they  pleased,  to  take  away  our  civil  and  rs. 
ligious  liberties  piecemeal,  until  we  and  our  postarity  were  finally  enslaved  as  deep  as  aay 
Spaniard  or  African. 

*'  2d.  That  therefore,  whosoever  of  their  town,  durst  presume  to  boy  any  more  of  ssid 
British  goods,  before  the  restoring  of  our  liberty,  should  be  held,  reputed,  deemed,  sad 
treated  by  all  his  neighbors  ss  an  open  enemy  to  all  the  civil  and  religious  interesta  of  their 
country,  dtc.  &c. 

*'  1  have  heard  that  a  great  many  towns,  through  the  inland  parts  of  this,  and  the  other 
provinces,  are  beginning  to  be  greatly  alarmed  wi£  the  fears  of  their  new  admiralty  oonrti, 
and  bishop's  courts,  dDc,  and  therefore  are  forming  remlvet  of  the  same  natnre.  Now  if 
you  do  in  these  circumstances  import  goods,  you  will  be  ruined.  Look  round  and  see 
how  many  merchanta  have  been  sent  to  jail,  and  their  families  ruined  by  importing  Ei^iirii 
goods,  and  not  getting  them  sold  to  any  advantage.    Yours,  &«." 


Pnm  the  New  York  Gaxette,  March  S9, 1770. 

**  Lsst  Saturday  night  about  11  o'clock,  14  or  15  soldiers  were  seen  about  the  libsrty- 
pole  in  this  city,  which  one  of  them  had  sscended,  with  an  intant  to  take  off  and  carry 
away  the  topmast  and  vane ;  as  soon  as  they  were  discovered,  five  or  six  young  men  who 
were  accidentally  crossing  the  green  at  that  time  made  up  towards  the  pole,  to  soe  whst 
they  were  about,  but  they  were  immediately  attacked  and  driven  off  the  green  by  the  soL 
diers ;  who,  finding  that  they  were  discovered,  and  being  apprehensive  that  the  inhabitaBli 
would  be  alarmed,  they  made  off.  Soon  after  some  persons  went  into  town  and  aoquaintsd 
their  fiiends  with  the  proceedings  of  the  soldiers,  upon  which  14  or  15  jmtmnm  came  ap  ta 
the  green,  and  going  to  the  pole  were  there  surrounded  by  40  or  50  soldieia,  with  their  c«- 
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drawn ;  upon  which  4  or  5  of  them  retreated  to  the  house  of  Bfr.  Bicker,  and  wore 
IbUowed  hf  part  of  the  eoldiera,  who  immediately  called  oat  for  the  aoldioB  from  the  hv- 
laoka ;  upon  which  they  were  joined  hy  a  very  conaideraUe  body  who  came  orar  the  har. 
rack  fence.  Mr.  Bicker  seeing  himself  and  femily  in  danger,  and  exposed  to  the  insnlti  of 
a  Hcentiotis  and  bmtal  soldiery,  stood  with  his  bayonet  fixed,  determined  to  defend  himself 
to  the  last  extremity,  and  declared  that  he  would  shoot  the  first  man  that  should  attempt  to 
•nter ;  they  sereral  times  attempted  to  force  the  under  door,  the  upper  door  being  open, 
which  Mr.  Bicker  kept  shut  by  fixing  the  point  of  his  bayonet  sgainst  it,  while  they  kept 
entting  and  hacking  the  barrel  of  his  gun,  in  attempting  to  cut  him  down  widi  their  cut. 
Inaes, — but  he  soon  after  got  the  upper  door  shut  and  barred ;  upon  which  they  strove  to 
break  open  the  front  windows,  which  were  also  shut,  one  of  which  they  forced  open,  broke 
the  panes  of  glass,  and  cut  all  the  frame  to  pieces,  in  order  to  get  into  the  house.  Some 
people  who  were  in  the  house  seeing  the  imminent  danger  to  which  Bfr.  Bicker  and  hia 
flmuly  were  expoeed,  got  out  the  back  way  and  ran  to  alarm  the  citizens.  The  chapel  bell 
waa  immediately  rung,  upon  the  hearing  of  which,  the  soldiers  retreated  precipitately.  A 
Bumber  of  the  citizens  were  up  all  night  and  under  arms,  which  probably  prerented  any 
■dschief  being  done,  as  they  repeateSy  swore  that  they  would  set  fire  to  the  house,  and 
bom  or  destroy  erery  person  in  it.  Col.  Robertson,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi. 
nent,  repaired  to  the  barracks,  as  soon  as  he  had  notice  of  the  diatnrbance ;  he  immediately 
ordered  the  centinels  to  be  confined,  and  remained  up  all  night  to  preyent  any  fiirther  mis. 
dnaf  being  done ;  and  as  a  number  of  inhabitants  nightly  guarded  the  pole,  till  the  Trana- 
porta  with  tiie  aoldiers  were  sailed,  they  were  disappointed  in  effecting  their  designs 
ijgalnst  it,  although  they  poaidvely  swore  that  they  would  carry  off  some  part  of  it  with  them.** 


Brom  the  tame,  Bteamher  34, 1767 

**  To  be  disposed  of— the  remaining  time,  being  about  three  years,  of  three  German  ser- 
vants, one  a  l»ker  by  trade,  one  a  buteher,  and  the  other  a  laborer.  They  are  veiy  in. 
AvtAis  good  men,  whoae  honesty  has  been  tried,  and  may  be  had  on  reaaonable  terms, 
bqura  of  the  printer  hereof.** 


**  Last  Thursday  being  the  anniversary  of  His  Majeety's  birth.day,  when  he  entered  his 
SDdi  year,  the  same  was  obeenred  here  with  great  aolemnity.  About  11  o'clock  the  de. 
•admient  of  the  train,  with  the  17th  and  46th  regiments,  were  panded  on  the  battery,  and 
Bsarehed  in  order  by,  and  saluted  his  Excellency,  Oenerid  Qage ;  at  the  same  time  his  Ex. 
aaUeney,  Sir  Henry  Moore,  the  members  of  His  Mijesty*s  council  for  this  prorince;  \m 
wonAiip  the  mayor,  and  the  rest  of  the  corporation,  and  moat  of  the  other  gentiemen  of 
^  city,  were  assembled  in  Fobt  Gioiox,  where  his  Migestjr's  and  many  otiier  lojral  healths 
were  drank,  under  the  discharge  of  a  Rcnral  Salute  from  the  Fort,  which  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  salute  of  31  guns  from  the  LiBxaTT  Folx,  on  which  was  suspended  a  UnoK ; 
these  were  answered  by  three  vollies  from  the  troops,  five  of  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  many 
ether  vessels  in  our  hafbor,  which  with  their  colors  dispUyed  made  a  very  grand  and  beautiful 
appearance ;  the  two  regiments  then  returned  to  their  barracks  and  the  train  to  the  Gaxtif, 
and  there  grounded  their  arms.  Elegant  entertainmente  were  given  at  Fort  George,  and 
Head  Quuters,  by  their  Elxcellencies  Sir  Henry  Moore  and  General  Gage,  at  whidi  were 
present  aO  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  most  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of 
tills  place.  In  the  evening  the  moat  magnificent  fire-worka  ever  seen  in  America  were 
play^  off  before  a  very  great  number  of  spectetors.  Over  the  gate  of  Fobt  Gioiox  a 
nnmber  611  lampa  were  dis^ssed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  a  Rxsal  Cbowv  ivith  a 
LauuL  Tan  oo  each  side,  and  before  the  door  of  his  Elxcellency  Gen.  Gage,  waa  exhiU 
tied,  by  lampa  properly  placed,  a  laige  and  elegant  appearance  of  the  Rotal  Aun ;  there 
being  a  general  illumination  throughout  the  city.  Tlie  fire-woiks  were  conducted  in  such 
a  manner  as  showed  great  skill  and  judgment  in  the  projectors  and  operators,  every  part  be- 
ing  played  off  with  the  greatest  ease  imsginable,  in  the  following  order,  viz : — 

JRraf  iSBt^— Two  sigmd  rockets,  royal  salutes  of  31  marons,  13  sky  rockets,  a  single 
fianieal  wheel,  a  Chinese  fountain,  a  line  rocket  of  three  changee  and  a  swarm  box,  3 
gerbo,  3  ab  bdloons  of  crackers  and  serpents,  a  Chineae  piece  with  a  horizontal  wheel,  a 
yaw  tree  with  a  brilliant  ^n^  a  nest  of  serpentiu 

**  Sntmi  &(^— Two  signal  rockets,  a  salute  of  19  marons,  13  sky  rockets,  a  double 
tirtieal  wheel,  an  illuminated  globe,  a  fat  tree  and  swann  box,  8  ab  balloons  with  crack. 
•IB  and  Stan,  3  fixed  pieces  with  double  vertical  wheels,  a  range  of  fountains,  a  yew  tree  of 
WItiant  firs,  8  nests  of  serpents. 

**  nM&f^-Two  signal  rockals,  a  sahito  of  17  marons,  IS  sky  rockets,  8  signal  var. 
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tical  wheeb,  a  cascade  of  brilliant  fire,  a  line  rocket  of  threa  ohanfiea  wad  awm  beita 
range  of  foontains,  two  air  balloona  with  eerpente  and  ttaia,  a  Chineae  pieoa  with  a ' 
lontal  wheel,  an  illuminated  yew  tree,  a  etar  with  brilliant  rajs  and  g)orf,     ^ 
A  fitight  of  rockelB.'* 


Brmn  the  §ame,  January  99r^  ^767. 

**  Wedneaday  last  several  gentlemen  arrived  here  from  Quebec,  in  Canada,  in  IS  dayb 
They  came  over  the  mountains  on  snow^oes  to  Crown  Point,  and  from  tfaeoce  doini 
Lake  George  on  the  ice.  The  river  St.  Lawrence  was  not  frozen  over  at  Qnebae  whsa 
they  came  away ;  and  we  are  told  in  the  hardest  weather  it  seldom  is  frozeii  thaia  beta 
the  month  of  February.*' 


**iVei0  Forib,  May  7, 1779. — On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Montanny's  negro  man  who  had 
behaved,  and  was  a  remarkable  drunkard,  was  sent  to  Bridewell,  ana  underwent  the  a 
diseipUiu  of  the  kmuefor  meh  qfencet,  viz.  a  plentiful  dose  of  wann  vrater  and  aalt  tos^ 
erate  as  an  emetic^  and  of  lamp  oyl  as  a  purge,  in  proportion  to  the  consdtntion  of  ths  p^  « 
tient.  Of  these  he  took  about  3  quarts  of  £e  one,  and  2|  spoonfuls  of  tlia  other,  also  a 
gill  of  New  England  rum,  which  operated  very  powerfully,  attended  with  a  violent  aefc. 
nesB  which  obliged  him  to  lye  dovm,  and  between  8  and  9  at  night  he  waadiacoreired  to  hs 
dead.  He  had  been  drunk  three  times  that  day  before  he  was  brought  to  Bridewell,  ail 
was  not  sober  when  the  discipline  began.  Several  physicians  and  surgeons  attended,  thi 
body  of  the  negro  was  opened  and  no  marks  of  violence  external  or  internal  appeared :  ihs 
coroner's  inquest  brought  in  their  verdict  that  he  died  of  excessive  drinking,  co^ipentim 
with  the  effects  of  the  medicine  he  had  taken.  But  that  Bfr.  Dobbe,  (the  operator^  wm 
innocent  of  his  death." 


"  New  York,  December  34, 1773. — ^His  Excellency  the  Governor  having  aent  to  ^Diifii. 
head  Hicks,  ESsq.,  Mayor  of  this  city,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds,  which  he  mdVna> 
^  nificently  ordered  to  be  applied  in  relieving  the  properest  objects  of  distresa  confined  in  iht 
city  gaol.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  public  that  near  thirty  penons  have  besa 
entirely  released  from  imprisonment,  and  those  whose  debts  were  too  laige  to  be  dearsd  by 
this  gracious  bounty  have  had  a  very  comfortable  provision  made  in  wood,  &«^  to  etoy 
them  through  the  winter.** 

"  We  hear  from  Dutchess  County  that  the  High  Sheriff,  having  received  the  anm  of  Mtf 
pouftds  from  his  Elxcellency  Governor  Tryon,  to  be  distributed  for  the  retief  of  debton 
confined  in  his  gaol,  has  applied  that  money  in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  cheered  msny 
indigent  men  whose  misfortunes  had  reduced  them  to  melancholy  durance.  Tlie  gratitods 
of  these  unhappy  persona  on  this  gracious  attention  to  them  cannot  be  described.** 

Bt  His  EIxcellbiict  WiUiam.  Coehv,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Goveraoor  in  Chief  of  (bs 
Provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Territories  thereon  depending,  in  Amfrict, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  and  Colonel  in  His  Majesty's  Army,  d&c. 

To  any  Proieetant  Minister, 

Whereas  there  is  a  Mutual  Purpose  of  Marriage  between  Jacob  Glenn,  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  Merchant,  of  the  One  Party,  and  Elizabeth  Cuyler  of  the  same  City,  Spinster,  of 
the  other  party,  for  which  they  have  desired  my  Licence,  and  have  given  Bond  upon  C01H&. 
tions.  That  neither  of  them  have  any  Lawful  Let  or  Impediment  di  Pre.Contract,  Afiaiiy 
or  Consanguinity  to  hinder  their  being  joyncd  in  the  Holy  Bands  of  Matrimony :  these  sre 
y*  therefore,  to  Authorize  and  Impower  you  to  Joyn  the  said  Jacob  Glenn  and  El^abeth  Cay. 

ler  in  the  Holy  Bands  of  Matrimony,  and  them  to  Pronounce  Man  and  Wife. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Peroeative  Seal,  at  Port  George,  in  New  York,  the  Sixiunih 
Day  of  October,  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  GEORGE  tie 
Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  tmd  Ireland,  KING,  DefmUr 
of  the  Faith,    Aimoq :  Domini  1733. 

W.  COSBY. 

HENDK.  MORRIS,  D.  Secry. 

Frmn  the  Comiecticut  Journal,  Nov.  30, 1775. 

**  On  the  30th  of  this  month  sixteen  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  town,  ^ew  HaveaJ 
in  company  with  Capt.  Sears,  set  out  from  this  place  for  East  and  West  Cheater,  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,  to  disarm  the  principal  tories  thme,  and  aecura  tlia  peiaoBaorPv- 
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warn  Bwkfutjf  Jvdgt  Fowler,  and  Lord  UnderlnU.  On  their  way  thitlier  they  were  jomed 
by  Cepttine  Sdlhck,  Richarda,  and  Mead,  with  about  80  men.  At  Marrineck  they  burnt 
»  anan  aloop,  which  was  purchaaed  by  goyemment  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  profisioni 
on  board  the  Asia.  At  Eiut  Chester  they  seised  Judge  Fowler,  and  then  repaired  to  Weat' 
Chester  and  aecured  Seabnry  and  UnderhilL  Having  possessed  themselves  of  these  caitift, 
llMy  sent  them  to  Connecticut  under  a  strong  guard.  The  main  body,  consisting  of  75,  tiien 
proceeded  to  New  York,  which  they  entered  at  noon^iay  on  horseback,  with  bayonets 
flsedf  in  the  greateat  regularity  went  down  the  main  street,  and  drew  up  in  close  order  be- 
fiNre  the  printing  office  of  the  infamous  James  RXVINGTON.  A  small  detachment  enter- 
ed it,  and  in  alMut  three  quarters  of  an  hour  brought  off  the  principal  part  of  his  types,  far 
^rhich  they  ofiered  to  give  an  order  on  Lord  Dunmore.  They  then  faced  and  wheeled  to 
the  left  and  marched  out  of  the  town  to  the  tune  of  YANKEE  DOODLE.  A  vast  con^ 
ooorse  of  people  assembled  at  the  coffee^Jiouse  bridge,  on  their  leaving  the  ground,  gave 
them  three  hearty  cheers. 

**  On  their  way  home,  they  disarmed  all  the  tones  that  lay  on  their  route,  and  yesterday  ar. 
lived  here  escorted  by  great  number  of  gentlemen  from  the  westward,  the  whole  making  a 
wy  grand  procession.  Upon  their  entrance  into  town  they  were  saluted  with  the  dischaigie 
9i  two  cannon,  and  received  by  the  inhabitants  with  every  mark  of  approbation  and  re. 
tp9tu  The  company  divided  into  two  parties,  and  concluded  the  day  in  festivity  and  inno. 
MBt  mirth.  Captain  Sears  returned  in  company  with  the  other  gentlemen,  and  proposed 
to  apend  the  winter  here  unless  public  business  shoold  require  his  presence  in  N^w  York. 
faahury.  Underbill,  and  Fowler,  three  of  the  dastardly  protesters  against  the  proceedinga 
•f  the  Continental  Congress,  and  who  it  is  believed  had  concerted  a  plan  for  kidnapping 
Gapt  Sears,  and  convepng  him  on  board  of  the  Asia  man.of.war,  are  (with  the  types  and 
MBs)  aafely  lodged  in  this  town :  where  it  is  expected  Lord  Underbill  will  havoildsure  to 
fecm  the  seheme  of  a  lucrative  lottery,  the  ticketa  of  which  cannot  be  counterfeited ;  and 
Pkiaon  Seabury  sufficient  time  and  opportunity  to  compose  sermons  for  the  next  Continent. 


After  the  Americans  were  defeated  on  Lon^  Island,  August  26,      i^ 
1T76,  New  York  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  troops,  wno  kept 
possession  of  it  during  the  revolutionary  war.     The  annexed  account 
of  the  military  movements  on  New  York  island  is  from  Colonel 
Humphrey's  Life  of  General  Putnam. 

^  The  unfortunate  battle  of  Long  Island,  the  masterly  retreat  from  # 
thence,  and  the  actual  passage  of  part  of  the  hostile  fleet  in  the  East 
liyer,  above  the  town,  preceded  the  evacuation  of  New  York.    A 
promotion  of  four  major-graierals,  and  six  brigadiers,  had  previously 
been  made  by  congress.    After  the  retreat  from  Long  island,  the 
main  army,  consisting,  for  the  moment,  of  sixty  battalions,  of  which 
twenty  were  continental,  the  residue  levies  and  militia,  was,  conform- 
ably to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  rather  than  to  the  rules  of  war, 
formed  into  fourteen  brigades.    Major-general  Putnam  commanded 
the  nght  grand  division  of  five  brigades,  the  Majors-general  Spencer 
ajid  Greene  Uie  centre  of  six  brig^es,  and  Major-general  Heath  the      jSf 
lefty  which  was  posted  near  Kingsbridge,  and  composed  of  two      '^' 
brigades.    The  whole  never  amounted  to  twenty  thousand  effective 
men ;  while  the  British  and  (zerman  forces,  under  Sir  William  Howe, 
exceeded  twenty-two  thousand ;  indeed,  the  minister  had  asserted  in  « 

rarliament  that  they  would  consist  of  more  than  thirty  thousand. 
Our  two  centre  divisions,  both  commanded  by  General  Spencer,  in 
the  sickness  of  General  Greene,  moved  towards  Mount  Washington, 
Hariaem  heights,  and  Horn's  hook,  as  soon  as  the  final  resolution 
was  tak^i  in  a  council  of  war,  on  thd  12th  of  September,  to  abandon 
the  city.  That  event,  thus  circumstanced,  took  effect  a  iew  days 
after.  « 
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**  On  Sunday,  the  15th,  the  British,  after  sending  three  •hips  of 
up  the  North  river,  to  Bloomingdale,  and  keeping  up,  for  ■ome  hoan^ 
a  severe  cannonade  on  our  lines,  firom  those  already  in  the  Eaot  river, 
landed  in  force  at  Turtle  bay.  Our  new  levies,  commanded  by  a 
state  brigadier-^neral,  fled  without  making  resistance.  Two  bri- 
gades of  General  Putnam's  division,  ordered  to  their  support,  notwitlh 
standing  the  exertion  of  their  brigadiers,  and  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  himself  who  came  up  at  the  instant,  conducted  themselves  m 
the  same  shameful  manner.  His  excellency  then  ordered  the  heights 
of  Harlaem,  a  strong  position,  to  be  occupied.  Thither  the  forces  ia 
the  vicinity,  as  well  as  the  fugitives,  repaired.  In  the  mean  time^ 
General  Putnam,  with  the  remainder  of  his  command,  and  the  ordi- 
nary outposts,  was  in  the  city.  After  having  caused  the  brigades  ta  j 
begin  their  retreat  by  the  route  of  Bloomingdale,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  enemy,  who  were  then  in  tjie  possession  of  the  main  road  leadiqg 
to  Kingsbridge,  he  galloped  to  call  off  the  pickets  and  guanfai 
Having  myself  been  a  volunteer  in  his  division,  and  aeting  adjutant  lo 
the  last  regiment  that  left  the  city,  I  had  frequent  opportunities,  that 
day,  of  beholding  him,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  oraers,  and  enooor* 
a^ing  the  troops,  flying,  on  his  horse  covered  with  foam,  wherever 
his  presence  was  most  necessary.  Without  his  extraordinary  exe^ 
tions,  the  guards  must  have  been  inevitably  lost,  and  it  is  probable 
the  entire  corps  would  have  been  cut  in  pieces.  When  we  were  not 
far  from  Bloomingdale,  an  aid-de-camp  came  from  him  at  full  spe&it 
to  inform  that  a  column  of  British  infantry  was  descending  upm  our 
ri^ht.  Our  rear  was  soon  fired  upon,  and  the  colonel  of  our  reffiment» 
whose  order  was  just  communicated  for  the  front  to  file  on  to  ths 
lefl,  was  killed  on  the  spot  With  no  other  loss  we  joined  the  army, 
after  dark,  on  the  heights  of  Harlaem. 

"  Before  our  brigades  came  in,  we  were  given  up  for  lost  by  all  cor 
friends.  So  critical  indeed  was  our  situation,  and  so  narrow  the  gap 
bv  which  we  escaped,  that  the  instant  we  had  passed,  the  enemy 
closed  it  by  extending  their  line  from  river  to  river.  Our  n^en,  who 
had  been  fifteen  hours  under  arms,  harassed  by  marching  and  coun- 
termarching, in  consequence  of  incessant  alarms,  exhausted  as  they 
were  by  heat  and  thirst,  (for  the  day  proved  insupportably  hot,  and 
few  or  none  had  canteens,  insomuch,  that  some  died  at  the  broob 
where  they  drank,)  if  attacked,  could  have  made  but  feeble  resistance. 

"...  That  night  our  soldiers,  excessively  fatigued  by  the  sultry 
march  of  the  day,  their  clothes  wet  by  a  severe  shower  of  rain  that 
succeeded  towards  the  evening,  their  blood  chilled  by  the  cold  wind 
that  produced  a  sudden  change  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and 
their  hearts  sunk  within  them  by  the  loss  of  baggage,  artillery,  asd 
works  in  which  they  had  been  taught  to  put  great  confidence,  lay 
upon  their  arms,  covered  only  by  the  clouds  of  an  uncomfortable  sky. 

"...  Next  morning  several  parties  of  the  enemy  appeared  upoa 
the  plains  in  our  front.  On  receiving  this  intelligence.  General  Wash- 
ington rode  quickly  to  the  outposts,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
against  an  attadc,  if  the  enemy  should  advance  with  that  oesjga 


NEW    YORK    COUNTY.  808 

Lieutenant-colonel  Knowlton's  ran^rs,  a  fine  selection  from  the 
eastern  re^ments,  who  had  been  skirmishing  with  an  advanced  par- 
ty, came  m,  and  informed  the  general  that  a  body  of  British  were* 
under  cover  of  a  small  eminence  at  no  considerable  distance.    His 
excellency,  willing  to  raise  our  men  from  their  dejection  by  the  splen-         * 
dor  of  some  little  success,  ordered  Lieutenant-colonel  Knowlton,  with 
his  rangers,  and  Major  Leitch,  with  three  companies  of  Weedon's 
regiment  of  Virginians,  to  gain  their  rear ;  while  appearances  should 
be  made  of  an  attack  in  front.     As  soon  as  the  enemy  saw  the  party 
sent  to  decoy  them,  they  ran  precipitately  down  the  hill,  took  pos- 
session of  some  fences  and  bushes,  and  commenced  a  brisk  firing  at 
long-shot     Unfortunately,  Knowlton  and  Leitch  made  their  onset 
jb   rather  in  flank  than  in  rear.     The  enemy  changed  their  front,  and 
f^  the  skirmish  at  once  became  close  and  warm.     Major  Leitch  having  « 
received  three  balls  through  his  side,  was  soon  borne  from  the  field ; 
and  Colonel  Knowlton,  who  had  distinguished  himself  so  gallantly  at      ^ 
the  battle  of  Bunkerhill,  was  mortally  wounded  immediately  after, 
^heir  men,  however,  undaunted  by  these  disasters,  stimulated  with  • 

the  thirst  of  revenge  for  the  loss  of  their  leaders,  and  conscious  of 
acting  under  the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief,  maintained  the  con- 
flict with  uncommon  spirit  and  perseverance.  But  the  general,  seeing 
tbem  in  need  of  support,  advanced  part  of  the  Maryland  regiments 
of  Griffith  and  Richardson,  together  with  some  detachments  from 
■uch  eastern  corps  as  chanced  to  be  most  contiguous  to  the  place  of  ^ 
action.  Our  troops  this  day,  without  exception,  behaved  with  the 
greatest  intrepidity.  So  bravely  did  they  repulse  the  British,  that 
oir  William  Howe  moved  his  reserw^  with  two  field-pieces,  a  battal- 
ion of  Hessian  grenadiers,  and  a  company  of  Chasseurs,  to  succor  his 
retreating  troops.  General  Washington,  not  willing  to  draw  on  a  * 
general  action,  declined  pressinjg  the  pursuit.  In  this  engagement 
were  the  second  and  third  battalions  of  light  infantry,  the  forty-second 
British  regiment,  and  the  Grerman  Chasseurs,  of  whom  eight  officers, 
and  upwards  of  seventy  privates  were  wounded,  and  our  people 
•  buried  nearly  twenty,  who  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  We  had 
about  forty  wounded ;  our  loss  in  killed,  except  of  two  valuable  offi- 
cers, was  very  inconsiderable. 

^  An  advantage  so  trivial  in  itself  produced,  in  event,  a  surprising 
and  almost  incredible  effect  upon  the  whole  army.  Amongst  the  ^ 
troops  not  engaged,  who,  during  the  action,  were  throwing  earth  JK 
from  the  new  trenches,  with  an  alacrity  that  indicated  a  determina- 
tion  to  defend  them,  every  visage  was  seen  to  brighten,  and  to  as- 
sume, instead  of  the  gloom  of  despair,  the  fflow  of  animation.  This 
change,  no  less  sudden  than  happy,  left  litUe  room  to  doubt  that  the 
men,  who  ran  the  day  before  at  the  sight  of  an  enemy,  would  now, 
to  wipe  away  the  stain  of  that  disgrace,  and  to  recover  the  confidence 
of  their  general,  have  conducted  themselves  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner." 

^ ^    The  following  is  Mr.  Grim's  account  of  the  great  fire,  2l8t  of  Sep- 
tember, XTtt.  * 
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■<  The  fin  of  in6  eommeiieed  hi  ft  nHU  wooden  home,  OB  tilt  «^ 
hell  alq;i«  It  wee  then  oocumed  by  a  number  of  men  and  women«  of  a  bad  ithaimtfg,  Hii 
'*  l^fo  b€^an  late  at  night.  There  beiqg  but  a  very  few  inhabitanti  in  lh«  ei^j  in  a  dol 
time,  it  raged  tremendoudy.  It  burned  all  the  houeee  on  the  eaat  aide  of  Whitehall  i%^ 
and,  the  weet  ade  of  Broad-atreet  to  Beaver-etreeL  A  providential  and  hap|if  diei 
occnned  at  thie  time ;  the  wind  waa  then  eouthweaterly.  About  two  o^dodL  ^nt 
the  wind  veered  to  the  eoutheaet ;  this  carried  the  flameo  of  the  fire  to  the  notthwi 
and  burned  both  ridee  of  Beaver^treet  to  the  eaat  side  of  Broadway,  dien  croawd 
^  10  Beaver4ane,  and  burning  eH  the  houaaa  on  both  eidea  of  Broadway,  mih 
*  houaes  in  New^treet,  to  Rector-atreet,  and  to  John  Harrison,  Eaq.'a  tlireo  atoij  brick  hewib 
which  houae  stopped  the  fire  on  the  eaat  side  of  Broadway ;  from  thence  it  eontmned  bom. 
ing  all  the  houaea  in  Lumber^treet,  and  thoee  in  the  rear  of  the  hoowa  on  tbe  weat  ada  «f 
Broadway  to  Bt.  Paul's  church,  then  continued  buniing  the  boaiaet  on  bodi  aidea  of  PniU 
tion-atreet,  and  all  the  houaea  in  the  rear  (again)  of  the  west  side  of  Broadway  to  the  NoA 
river.  The  fire  did  not  stop  until  it  got  into  Mortkile^treet,  now  Barelay.atreei.  The 
college  yard  and  the  vacant  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  same,  put  an  end  to  tfaia  awffal  snl 
ttvmendoua  fire.    Trinity  church  being  bumedf  waa  ooeasioiiied  by  the  flnkea  of  fa  tk0  jC 


•  feU  on  the  sooth  side  of  the  roof.    The  southeriy  wind  &nned  those  flakaa  of  fin  i 

time  to  an  amazing  blaze,  and  it  eoon  became  out  of  human  power  to  oiftigniBii  the  saa% 

the  roof  of  thia  noble  edifice  being  so  steep  that  no  peiaon  could  go  on  it.  8l  FanN  ihmh 

r        ,%       waa  in  the  like  periloua  aituation.    The  roof  being  flat,  with  a  bahiBtrade  on  tlia  eaw^t 

-  munber  of  the  citisena  went  on  the  aame,  and  eztinguiiied  the  flakea  of  fire  at  thaj  M  m 

^  ^  the  roof.    Thua  happily  waa  thia  beautiful  church  saved  from  the  deatniction  of  tin 

fill  fire,*  which  threatened  the  ruin  thereof,  and  that  of  the  whole  city.    Tlw  Li 

church  iMing  contiguoua  to  houses  adjoining  the  aame  fire,  it  waa  impoiaible  to  mem  it 

deatruetion.    Thia  fire  waa  ao  fiuioua  and  violently  hot,  that  no  penon  eoidd  go  m 

and  there  were  no  fire  enginea  to  be  had  at  that  time  in  the  city. 

■t  **  The  number  of  houaes  that  were  burned  and  deetroyed  in  this  dty  at  that  awfiil 

gration,  were  thua,  vis. — ^From  Mortkile-street  to  Courdandtatreet,  187 ;  fion 

atreet  to  Beaver.atreet,  175 ;  from  Beaver.atreet  to  the  Eaat  river,  151.   Total,  4ltt. 

being  very  few  inhabitanta  in  the  city  at  the  time,  and  many  of  thoee  wen  afraid  to 

at  nigfit  in  the  atreeta,  for  fear  of  being  taken  up  as  suspicious  persona.    An  inataaDa  to^y 

knowledge  occurred.    A  Mr.  White,  a  decent  citizen  and  honaccaipenter,  rather  too  vi^ 

lent  a  loyaliat,  and  latteriy,  had  addicted  himaelf  to  fiquor,  waa,  oa  die  nig^i  of  the  im^ 

hanged  on  a  tavern  signpost,  at  the  corner  of  Cherry  and  Rooaeveltaireet    SevonI  of  Ai 

citizens  were  sent  to  the  provoet  guard  for  examination,  and  aome  of  them  remainad  that 

two  and  three  days,  until  they  coidd  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  loyalty. 

**  Mr.  Hugh  Oain,  in  his  Universal  Register  for  the  year  1787,  page  119,  nye,  New 
York  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  oontaintng,  befibn  the  fins 
on  the  dlst  of  September,  1776,  and  3d  of  Auguat,  1778,  about  4,300  hoosea,  and  I0U0Q9 
inhabitanta." 


^> 


The  following  annexed  account  of  the  incidents  of  the 
ry  war  in  New  i  ork,  is  from  Watson's  Sketches  of  Olden  Timet  in 
New  York  city. 


m 
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**  After  the  war  had  commenced  and  New  Yiik  waa  expected  to  be 
the  Whig  familiee,  who  could  sustain  the  ezpenae,  left  their  houaea  and 
carious  refuge  where  they  could  in  the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  after  the  city  wai 
poesessed  by  the  British,  all  the  Tory  families  who  felt  unsafe  in  the  conntiy  made  dNi^ 
eecape  into  New  York  for  British  protection.  PainfiiUy,  ftunily  rslatioiia  wen  hMlMi; 
&milies  as  well  aa  the  rulers  took  different  sides,  and  *  Greek  met  Greek'  in  fiavM  aMai^ 
ter. 

**  Mr.  Brower,  wba  eaw  the  British  force  land  in  Kip's  bay  aa  he  atood  <m  tha  IiM 
Island  hei^ta,  saya  it  waa  the  meet  imposing  sight  his  eyes  ever  beheki.  The  amy  cnMi 
the  Eeat  nver,  in  open  flat  boata,  filled  with  soldiers  standing  erect;  their  anaaaJiflilMlv 
in  the  annbeams.  They  approached  the  Britiah  fleet  in  Kip'a  bay,  in  the  &na  of  a  cvsMML 
caueed  by  the  force  of  the  tide  breaking  the  intended  line  of  boat  after  bott.  Thi|y  4 
dooed  up  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  when  dl  the  vessels  opened  a  heavy  eannomda. 

**  All  the  Preebyterian  ohurchee  in  New  York  were  uaed  for  militaty  pwpoaaa  hi  aoai 
form  or  other.    I  suspect  they  were  deemed  more  whiggiah  in  general  than  aooia  if  Al 
other  churchea.    The  clergymen  of  that  order  were  in  general,  jhrongfaont  the  war,  flui  ti 
be  zealous  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  revolution.    The  MethodiMa,  on  the  eoBtnqr,  fiN. ' 
fiiw  in  number,  were  deemed  loyalists,  chu^  from  the  known  kiyidbn  «l 
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Mr.  Wiriagr*    Periiaps  to  this  enm  it  wtt  thmt  tbe  Mdety  in  Jolmftreet  eijoyad  to  maeh 

indiilgeiioe  m  to  occupj  their  chareh  for  Simda j  night  wnrice,  whito  the  Heinnni  hid  it  ia 

r.    Ao  morning  serrice  for  their  own  chapleina  tnd  people.  ^^ 

**  The  British  troops  were  quartered  in  any  empty  houses  of  the 
Whigs  which  might  be  found.    Wherever  men  were  billeted,  they         .<^, 
marked  it 

**  The  middle  Dutch  church  in  Nassau^street,  was  used  to  imprison 
8,000  Americans.  The  pews  were  ail  gutted  out  and  used  as  fueL 
Afterward  they  used  it  for  the  British  cavalry,  wherein  they  exer- 
cised their  men,  as  a  riding  school ;  making  them  leap  over  raised 
windlasses.  At  the  same  place  they  often  picketed  their  men,  as  a 
punishment,  making  them  bear  their  weight  on  their  toe  on  a  sharp 
d.  At  the  same  place,  while  the  prisoners  remained  there,  Mn 
ew  Mercein  told  me  he  used  to  see  the  '  tlead  car(  come  every  "J^JJ- 
morning,  to  bear  off  six  or  eight  of  the  dead.  The  old  sugar-house, 
which  also  adjoined  to  this  church,  was  filled  with  the  prisoners  taken  ^ 
at  Long  Island ;  there  they  suffisred  much,  they  beu^  kept  in  an  '^ 

1^    aknost  starved  condition.    This  starving  proceeded  m>m  different  ^ 

motives ;  they  wished  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  prisoners,  and  to 
cause  their  desertion,  or  to  make  the  war  unwelcome  to  their  friends 
mt  home.  On  some  occasions,  as  I  shall  herein  show,  the  British 
themselves  were  pinched  for  supplies ;  and  on  other  occasions  the 
eommissaries  had  their  own  gain  to  answer,  by  withholding  what  ^^ 
they  could  from  the  prisoners.  I  could  not  find,  on  inquiry,  that 
Americans  in  New  York  were  allowed  to  help  their  countrymen 
imiess  bv  stealth.  I  was  told  by  eye-witnesses  of  cases,  where  the 
wounded  came  crawling  to  the  openings  in  the  wall,  and  begging 
oi^  for  one  cup  of  water,  and  could  not  be  indulged,  the  sentinem 
saying,  we  are  sorry  too,  but  our  orders  have  been,  *  suffer  no  com- 
munication in  the  absence  of  ^our  officer.' 

**  The  north  Dutch  church  m  WiUiam-street  was  entirely  gutted  of 
its  pews,  and  made  to  hold  2,000  prisoners.  The  Quaker  meeting  in 
Pearl-street  was  converted  into  an  hospital.  The  old  French  church 
was  used  as  a  prison.    Mr.  Thomas  o words  told  me  they  used  to  ^v 

bury  the  prisoners  on  the  mount,  then  on  the  comer  of  Grace  and 
Lumber  streets.    It  was  an  old  redoubt 
**  Cunningham  was  infamous  for  his  cruelty  to  the  prisoners,  even 
^    depriving  them  of  life,  it  is  said,  for  the  sake  of  cheating  his  king  and       ^^ 
country  by  continuing  for  a  time  to  draw  their  nominal  rations  I   The      'Vfe- 
.     prisoners  at  the  Provost,  (the  present  debtors'  prison  in  die  Park,)       ^' 
,'.    were  chiefly  under  his  severity,  (my  fiither  among  the  number  for  a 
time.)    It  was  said  he  was  onl^  restrained  from  putting  them  to 
death,  (five  or  six  of  them  of  a  night,  back  of  the  pnson-yard,  where 
\    were  also  their  graves,)  by  the  distress  of  certain  women  in  the  neigh- 
1^    borhood,  who,  pained  by  the  cries  for  mercy  which  they  heard,  went 
'   to  the  commander-in-chief,  and  made  the  case  known,  with  entreaties  .'; 

l£  to  spare  their  live»  in  future.    This  unfeeling  wretch,  it  is  said,  came 
%  wAervrKtA  to  an  ignominious  end,  beinj;  executed  in  England,  as  was 
l^ibiished  in  Hall  and  Sellers'  paper  in  Philadelphia.    It  was  there 
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said,  that  it  came  out  on  the  trial  that  he  boasted  of  having  killed 
more  of  the  king's  enemies  by  the  use  of  his  own  means  than  had 
been  effected  by  the  king's  arms  ! — he  having,  as  it  was  there  stated, 
used  a  preparation  of  arsenic  in  their  flour  I 

^  Loring,  another  commissary  of  prisoners,  was  quite  another  man, 
and  had  a  pretty  ffood  name.  Mr.  Lennox,  the  other,  being  now  a 
resident  of  New  York,  I  forbear  any  remarks. 

"  There  was  much  robbing  in  the  city  by  the  soldiery  at  times.  lo 
this,  Lord  Rawdon's  corps  and  the  king's  guards  were  said  to  have 
beenpre-eminent. 

**  The  British  cast  up  a  line  of  intrenchments  quite  across  from 
Corlear's  hook  to  Bunker's  hill,  on  the  Bowery  road,  and  placed  gates 
across  the  road  there.  The  Hessians,  under  Knyphausen,  'were  ei^ 
camped  on  a  mount  not  far  from  Corlear's  hook. 

"  Mr.  Andrew  Mercein,  who  was  present  in  New  York  when  moil 
of  the  above-mentioned  things  occurred,  has  told  me  several  facta. 
He  was  an  apprentice  with  a  baker  who  made  bread  for  the  army, 
and  states,  that  there  was  a  time  when  provisions,  even  to  their  own 
soldiery,  was  very  limited.  For  instance,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Cork  provision  fleet  over-stayins  their  time,  he  has  dealt  out  six 
penny  loaves,  as  fast  as  he  could  nand  them,  for  *  a  hard  half  dollar 
a-piece  1*  The  baker  then  save  $20  a  cwt  for  his  flour.  They  had 
to  make  oatmeal  bread  for  me  navy.  Often  he  has  seen  7«.  a  pound 
given  for  butter,  when  before  the  war  it  was  but  2(L 

^  When  Comwallis  was  in  difficulties  at  Yorktown,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  send  him  out  all  possible  help,  they  took  the  citizens  by 
constraint  and  enrolled  them  as  a  militia.  In  tnis  service  Mr.  Mer- 
cein was  also  compelled,  and  had  to  take  his  turns  at  the  fort.  There 
they  mounted  guard,  &c.  in  military  attire,  just  lent  to  them  for  the 
time  and  required  to  be  returned.  The  non-commissioned  officers 
were  generally  chosen  as  Tories,  but  often  without  that  condition. 
Mr.  AT ercein*s  sergeant  was  whiggish  enough  to  have  surrendered  if 
he  had  had  the  proper  chance.  There  were  some  independent  com- 
panies of  Tories  there. 

^  It  was  really  an  affecting  sight  to  see  the  operations  of  the  final 
departure  of  all  the  king's  embarkation ;  the  royal  band  beat  a  fitre- 
well  march.  Then  to  see  so  many  of  our  countrymen,  with  their 
women  and  children,  leaving  the  lands  of  their  fathers  because  they 
took  the  king's  side,  going  thence  to  the  bleak  and  barren  soil  of 
Nova  Scotia,  was  at  least  affecting  to  them.  Their  hearts  said^  *My 
country,  with  all  thy  faults  I  love  thee  still.' 

^  In  contrast  to  this,  there  followed  the  entry  of  our  tattered  and 

weather-beaten  troops,  followed  by  all  the  citizens  in  regular  platooni: 

. 

<*  *  Oh !  one  day  of  such  a  welcome  nght. 
Were  worth  a  whole  eternity  of  leaser  yean.' 

^  Then  crowded  home  to  their  own  city,  all  those  who  had  been 
abroad,  reluctant  exiles  from  British  rule ;  now  fondly  cherishiDg  in 
their  hearts,  *  this  is  my  own^  my  native  land.' 
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**  The  Hessian  troops  were  peculiarly  desirous  to  desert  so  as  to 
remain  in  our  country,  and  hid  themselves  in  every  family  where  they 
could  possibly  secure  a  friend  to  help  their  escape. 

** .  .  .  Captain  Graydon  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  left  us  amusing 
and  instructive  memoirs  of  sixty  years  of  his  observing  life,  having 
been  among  the  officers  and  men  (2,000)  captured  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton near  New  York,  and  held  prisoners,  has  left  us  many  instructive 
pages  concerning  the  incidents  at  New  York  while  held  by  the  Brit- 
ish, which  ought  to  be  read  by  all  those  who  can  feel  any  interest  in 
such  domestic  history  as  I  have  herein  endeavored  to  preserve. 

**  After  our  capture,  (says  he,)  we  were  committed,  men  and  offi- 
cers, to  the  custody  of  young  and  insolent  officers ;  we  were  a^ain 
and  a^ain  taunted  as  '  cursed  rebels,'  and  that  we  should  all  be 
banged.  Repeatedly  we  were  paraded,  and  every  now  and  then 
one  and  another  of  us  was  challenged  among  our  officers  as  deserters  ; 
affecting  thereby  to  consider  their  common  men  as  good  enough  for 
our  ordinary  subaltern  officers.  Unfortunately  for  our  pride  and 
self-importance,  among  those  so  challenged  was  here  and  there  a 
subject  fitted  to  their  jibes  and  jeers.  A  little  squat  militia  officer, 
from  York  county,  with  dingy  clothes  the  worse  for  wear,  was  ques- 
tioned with '  What,  sir,  is  your  rank  V  when  he  answered  in  a  chuff 
and  firm  tone, '  a  keppun,  sir  ;*  an  answer  producing  an  immoderate 
laugh  among  '  the  naughty  Britons.'  There  was  also  an  unlucky 
militia  trooper  of  the  same  school,  with  whom  the  officers  were 
equally  merry,  obliging  him  to  amble  about  for  their  entertainment 
on  his  old  jade,  with  his  odd  garb  and  accoutrements.  On  being 
asked  what  were  his  duties,  he  simply  answered, '  it  was  to  jlank  a 
little  and  hear  tidings.^ 

**  At  this  beginning  period  of  the  war,  most  things  on  the  American 
side  were  coarse  and  rough.  Maryland  and  Philadelphia  county  put 
forward  young  gentlemen  as  officers  of  gallant  bearing  and  demean- 
or ;  but  New  England,  and  this,  then  seat  of  war,  was  very  deficient 
in  such  material.  In  many  cases  subaltern  officers  at  least  could 
scarcely  be  distinguished  from  their  men  other  than  by  their  cock- 
ades. It  was  not  uncommon  for  colonels  to  make  drummers  and 
fifers  of  their  sons.  Among  such  the  eye  looked  around  in  vain  for 
the  leading  gentry  of  the  country.  General  Putnam  could  be  seen 
riding  about  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  with  his  hanger  over  his  open  vest : 
and  Colonel  Putnam,  his  nephew,  did  not  disdain  to  carry  his  own 

Inece  of  meat,  saying,  as  his  excuse,  ^  it  will  show  our  officers  a  good 
esson  of  humility.' 

**. . .  The  American  officers  took  full  latitude  of  their  parole,  in  traverring  the  streets  in 
•n  directions  with  a  good  deal  of  purpoeed  assurance.  One  of  them,  on  one  occasion, 
wearing  his  best  uniform,  \  *  the  great  gaze  and  wonderment  of  many,  actually  Tentured 
disdainfully  to  pass  the  coflTee  house,  Uien  the  general  resort  of  the  British  officers.  At 
other  times,  when  the  Kolch  water  was  frozen  over,  and  was  covered  with  British  officers, 
who  thought  themselves  proficients  in  skating,  it  was  the  malicious  pleasure  of  some  of  our 
ofiiceri  to  appear  and  eclipse  them  all.  The  officers  occasionally  met  with  cordial  civilities 
and  genteel  entertainment  from  British  officers  with  whom  they  came  in  contact ;  for,  in 
mth,  the  latter  valued  their  personal  gentility  too  much  to  seem  to  be  in  any  degree  defi. 
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cient  in  politeneM  and  oourtet^  when  they  met  with  thoee  whom  tbej  thooght 
polished  to  appreciate  their  demeanor. 

"...  The  residence  of  Admiral  Digby,  and  indeed  of  all  naval  officers  of  distinetkNi  m» 
riving  on  the  station,  was  Beekman*s  house,  on  the  northwest  comer  of  SloataJane  ni 
Hanover  square.  There  dwelt,  under  the  guardianship  of  Admiral  Digby,  Frmee  WiQmm 
Hewry^  the  late  kipg  of  England.  What  associations  of  idea  must  be  produced  in  tht 
minds  of  those  who  can  still  remember  when  he  walked  the  streets  of  New  Yurk  in  thi 
common  garb  of  a  midshipman's  '  roundabout,*  or  when  they  saw  him  a  knocked-koeed  M 
joining  this  boys  in  skating  on  the  Kolch  pond !" 

The  annexed  is  a  description  of  some  of  the  principal  British  officen.  **  Sir  Williaa 
Howe  was  a  fine  figure,  full  six  feet  high,  and  admirably  well  proportioned.  In  penon  hs 
a  good  deal  resembled  Washington,  and  might  have  been  mistaken  for  him  at  a  <>it^pi^, 
His  features,  though  good,  were  more  pointed,  and  the  expression  of  his  countenance  was 
leas  benignant  His  manners  were  polished,  graceful,  and  dignified.  He  lived  at  N. 
Prime's  house,  at  the  south  end  of  Broadway,  near  the  battery. 

**  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  short  and  fat,  with  a  full  face,  prominent  nose,  and  animated  in- 
telligent countenance.  In  his  manners  he  was  polite  and  courtly,  but  more  formal  and 
distant  than  Howe ;  and  in  his  intercourse  with  lus  officers,  was  rather  punctiiiona  and  ooi 
inclined  to  intimacy. 

**  Lord  Comwallis  in  person  was  short  and  thick  set,  but  not  so  corpulent  as  Sir  HcBiy. 
He  had  a  handsome  aqiuline  nose,  and  hair,  when  young,  light  and  rather  inclined  to  suu 
dy ;  but  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  here  it  had  become  somewhat  gray.  His  fiice  was  vafl 
formed  and  agreeable,  and  would  have  been  altogether  fine  had  he  not  blinked  bad^ 
his  Xeh  eye.  He  was  uncommonly  easy  and  affable  in  his  manners,  and  always 
to  the  lowest  of  his  soldiers,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved.  With  hia  officen  be 
the  utmost  cordiality. 

**  General  Knyphausen,  who  commanded  the  Germans,  waa  a  fine-looking  GeimaB,  of 
about  five  feet  eleven,  straight  and  alender.  His  featurea  were  aharp,  and  hiii  appeanuM 
martiaL 

*'  Tarleton  was  below  the  middle  size,  stout,  strong,  heavily  made,  with  laige  legs,  but 
unconmionly  active.  His  eye  was  small,  black,  and  piercing ;  his  face  smooth,  and  kii 
complexion  dark ;  he  was  quite  young,  probably  about  twenty^ve. 

**  Colonel  Abercrumbie,  who  afterward  gained  so  much  eclat  in  Elgypt,  where  he  fcii, 
was  one  of  the  finest  built  men  in  the  army ;  straight  and  elegantly  proportioned.  Hit 
countenance  was  strong  and  manly,  but  his  fuce  was  much  pitted  by  this  amalI.poz.  IVhei 
here  he  appeared  to  be  about  forty.*' 


CAPTAIN  DAVID  HALE. 

"  Tlus  eminent  martyr  to  American  liberty  was  the  son  of  Deacon  Richard  Halt,  of 
Coventry,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  bom  June  6, 1755 ;  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1773.  Possessed  of  genius,  taste,  and  ardor,  he  early  became  distinguished  as  a  sdMlir, 
and  being  endowed  in  an  eminent  degree  with  tliose  gifts  and  gracea  which  alvraya  add  a 
new  chann  to  youthful  excellence,  he  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  that  knew 
him.  Being  a  patriot  from  principle,  and  enthusiastic  in  a  cause  which  appealed  eqaaUf  ts 
his  sense  of  justice  and  his  love  of  liberty,  he  was  among  the  first  to  take  op  arms  in  da. 
fence  of  his  country,  whose  soil  had  been  invaded  by  a  hoetile  force,  and  ita  citiaona  aalgeeiid 
to  the  alternative  oi  determined  renetanee  or  humiliating  eubmitnom.  The  tifo  of  CapaiB 
Hale  was  short,  but  eventful.  Its  termination  was  under  rare  circumstancea  of  iniiciiidiif 
and  cruelty.  His  case  hss  been  deemed  parallel  with  that  of  Major  Andre,  and  in  mm 
respects  it  was  so — the  nature  of  the  service  was  identical.  Both  were  young,  wetteda* 
cated,  ardent  and  brave ;  one  for  his  king,  the  other  ior  his  country ;  and  each  fell  a  vicui 
to  the  rigor  o(  military  law.  The  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  roused  hia  martial  spirit 
and  Bummoned  him  to  the  tented  field.  Before  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty.ooe,  a  csp. 
tain'a  eommisaion  was  tendered  him,  and  he  soon  became  an  efficient  officar  in  the  eoai^ 
Dental  army ;  where  his  activity,  aeai,  and  patriotism,  obtained  univeraal  approbaikNi.  Thi 
company  under  his  conunand,  participating  in  the  same  apirit,  aubmitted  to  a  syatemof  disd- 
pKne  before  unknown  to  the  army ;  and  which  produced  very  beneficial  reaulia.  He  catared  ai 
a  captain  in  the  light  infantry  regiment  conmianded  by  Colonel  Knowlton,  of  Aahftad,  ail 
waa  with  the  army  on  its  retreat  from  Long  Island,  in  August,  1776.  The  Amarioan  knm 
Ux>k  refuge  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  afterward  at  t^  hei^ta  at  Harlaan ;  and  it  be. 
came  a  matter  of  the  utmoat  importance,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commander  in-fhitt  to  sa. 
oamin  the  muMiieal  Ibcta  and  eontamplated  operatiooi  of  the  onony ;  for  on  tlm  kiwv* 
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Hd^ittpmAed  tfis  taietf  of  the  Am«rietn armx,  and peritapi die OAtioa  alto,  ▲ooimdl 
of  officers  wu  tiMmbled,  and  retalted  in  a  detennination  to  send  aome  one  oompelent  la 
the  tak  into  die  heart  of  the  enemy^  camp,  and  Colonel  Knowltoo  was  ehaiged  widi  the 
•ateetioQ  of  an  individual  to  perform  the  deUcate  and  hamdoos  aenrice.  On  being  inform. 
•d  of  the  newa  and  wiahea  of  Waahington,  Hale,  without  heeitation,  volonteered  hia  aer. 
Ticea,  aajring  that  he  did  not  accept  a  commianon  for  foroe  alone ;  that  be  had  been  aomie. 
lime  in  the  armjr  without  being  able  thua  for  to  render  any  signal  aid  to  hia  country ;  and 
that  he  now  felt  impelled,  by  high  considerations  of  duty,  to  peiil  hia  life  in  a  cause  of  so  ntal 
importance  when  an  opportunity  presented  itself  of  being  uaeful.  The  argumenta  of  hie 
friends  were  unsTailing  to  dissuade  him  from  the  undertaking ;  and  having  disguised  him- 
•ejf  as  well  as  he  could,  he  left  his  quarters  ai  Harlaem  Heights,  and  having  an  order  from 
the  oommander.in.chief  to  all  the  American  armed  vessels  to  convey  him  to  any  point  which 
he  dioold  designate^  he  was  enabled  to  cross  the  sound  from  Fairfield  to  Long  laland,  and 
arrived  at  Huntington  about  the  middle  of  September,  1776.  When  he  reached  Brookl3m« 
the  Britiah  army  had  taken  possession  of  New  York.  He  examined  with  the  utmost  can. 
tion  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertained  as  far  as  possible  their  number,  posi. 
tion,  and  foture  intentions ;  and  having  satisfoctorily  accomplished  the  objects  of  his  missioa, 
ha  again  reached  Huntington  for  the  purpose  of  rccroastng  the  sound.  While  waiting  for 
a  paaaage,  a  boat  came  on  shore,  which  he  at  first  supposed  to  be  firom  Conneetieut,  but 
■mod  to  be  from  a  British  vessel,  the  Cerberus,  lying  in  the  sound ;  and  on  board  thia  boat, 
It  ia  aaid,  was  a  relative  of  Capt.  Hale,  a  tory  refogee,  who  recognised  and  betrayed  hinu 
Ba  had  aasumed  a  character  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  that  of  pretending  to  be  what  he  waa 
90t.  That  he  was  a  m,  could  no  longer  be  concealed,  and  he  was  immediately  sent  to 
Oanerml  Howe  at  New  x  ork.  Here  the  parallel  between  ki»  caae  and  that  of  Andre  ceases. 
The  latter  was  allowed  time  and  an  impartial  trial  before  officers  of  honorable  rank  and 
dianetar,  and  hia  last  moments  were  soothed  by  tenderness  and  sjrmpathy.  Not  so  with 
the  former ;  he  was  delivered  into  the  possession  of  the  infomous  provoatanaiahal,  Cun. 
■ii^gham,  and  ordered  immediately  for  execution,  without  even  the  formality  of  a  triaL 
Vm  Older  was  performed  in  a  brutal  manner  on  the  twenty.fint  of  September,  1776,  and 
Ua  body  waa  btuied  on  the  spot  where  he  breathed  his  last  He  waa,  indeed,  permitted  ta 
BoPMetate  a  fow  previous  moments  in  writing  to  his  fomily ;  but  aa  soon  aa  the  work  of 
dtath  waa  done,  even  this  testimony  of  d9ection  and  patriotism  waa  destroyed,  assigning 
m  the  cause,  *  that  the  rebeUehould  never  know  they  had  a  man  in  their  army  who  cemim 
41a  with  aueh  firmneee.*  In  this  t«ying  hour  the  use  of  a  bible  and  the  attendance  of  a 
■dmater,  which  he  desired,  were  abo  denied  him.  Thus  unknown  to  those  around  him, 
with  no  eye  to  pity,  or  a  voice  to  administer  consolation,  fell  one  of  the  most  noble  and 
anuable  youths  which  America  could  boast ;  with  this  his  dying  observation,  *  that  he  only 
iamumiea  he  had  Imt  one  life  to  lose  for  hie  country.*  Though  the  manner  of  hia  execution 
wili  be  abhorred  by  every  fnend  of  humanity,  yet  there  cannot  be  a  queation  but  that  the 
aantenoe  of  death  waa  conformable  to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nationa.  It  ia,  however, 
bnt  eommon  juatice  to  the  character  of  Captain  Hole  to  state,  that  his  motives  for  engaging 
IB  thia  service  were  entirely  different  from  those  which  sometimes  influence  o'hers  in  like 
Neither  expectation  of  promotion  or  pecuniary  reward  induced  the  attempt.  A 
of  public  duty,  and  a  hope  of  being  in  thia  way  useful  to  his  country,  and  the 
which  he  had  adopted,  that  every  kind  of  service  became  honorable  by  being  ne. 
r,  wen  the  motives  which  prompted  him  to  this  hazardous,  and,  to  him,  fotal  enter. 
To  aee  snch  an  one,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  influenced  by  the  poreat  intentiona,  and 
of  doiQg  good  to  bis  beloved  country,  fall  a  victim  to  the  policy  of  nations,  muat 
Imvs  been  wounding  even  to  the  feelings  of  his  enemies. 

"  Among  other  causes  of  distress  in  1776,  the  want  of  provinona  and  clothing  waa  ae- 
mnIj  fob  by  the  American  army.  J^  previous  to  the  battle  of  Long  Island  it  waa  aa. 
inad  tiMt  an  EoMlioh  doop,  with  supplies  of  these  essential  articlea,  had  arrived  in  the 
lirar,  and  lay  there  imder  the  protection  of  the  ship  Asia,  of  ninety  guns.  Captain 
eoncaivgd  the  bold  project  of  capturing  this  sloop,  and  bringing  her  into  the  port  of 
N«w  Toikt  and  found  a  aufficient  number  of  bold  hearts  and  atout  handa  to  make  the  at. 
At  mi  hom*  ooncerted,  they  paased  in  a  boat  to  a  point  of  land  neaieat  the  aloom 
thty  lay  till  the  moon  waa  dowm ;  and  when  all  waa  quiet,  except  the  voice  of  the 
on  the  miarteraleck  of  the  Asia,  they  pulled  for  the  aloop,  and  in  a  few  minutea 
nn  boaid.  8lia  became  their  prize,  and  the  goods  were  distributed  to  ihoee  who 
anaddd  thm  in  onr  anny* 

V  *^  A  OMtling  of  the  dtiiens  of  Coventry  and  the  neighboring  towna  waa  held  on  theS5th 
^  Novambar,  18S8,  at  which  a  aociety  was  formed  called  the  Hali  Mootioiit  Assocu. 
fnw,  for  iha  pm^oaa  of  taking  measures  to  erect  a  auitable  memorial  ta  the  memory  of 
dm  mriiMt  if  thv  nociea.    An  eioqnent  addrsw  waa  dalivaied  on  the  aecaaion,  by  A». 
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draw  T.  Judaon,  Eaq^  lo  whom  we  an  indebted  for  much  of  tbe  infonnstiaa  ^'^"■Hwrrfl  k 
this  brief  memoir. 

**  The  following  poetical  tribute  to  the  lamented  Hale,  ia  from  the  pen  of  the  lat*  TntH 
dent  Dwight: — 

*  Thua,  while  fond  virtue  wished  in  vain  to  aave, 
Hale,  bright  and  generous,  found  a  hapleaa  grave ; 
With  geniiu?  living  flame  his  bosom  glow'd, 
And  Bcienee  charmed  him  to  her  sweet  abode ; 
In  tDorth't  fair  path,  adventured  far, 
The  pride  of  peace,  and  rising  grace  of  war.* 

**  As  yet  no  monument  has  been  erected,  nor  have  his  ashes  ever  been  recorered.  A 
select  committee  of  congress,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1836,  recommended  an  mpptofOM- 
tion  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  the  treasury  of  the  United  Statea  towards  carrying  lbs 
object  into  cflect ;  but  no  •  action  was  ever  had  upon  it  afterward,  and  it  ia  much  to  be 
feared  so  praiseworthy  a  design  will  be  sufiered  to  sleep,  perhaps  forever.** — TAea^Mrt 
Hiatory  of  Long  laland. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  evacuation  of  New  York  by  the  Brit- 
ish, and  the  entrance  of  the  American  troops,  under  Wasmngton,  is 
extracted  from  Thatcher^s  Military  Journal. 

**  November  25^A,  1783. — The  British  army  evacuated  New  York, 
and  the  American  troops  under  General  ELnox,  took  possession  of  the 
city.  Soon  after,  General  Washington  and  Governor  Clinton,  witb 
their  suite,  made  their  public  entry  into  the  city  on  horseback,  fol- 
lowed by  the  lieutenant-governor  and  the  members  of  council,  for 
the  temporary  government  of  the  southern  district,  four  abr^But; 
General  Knox  and  the  officers  of  the  army,  eight  abreast ;  citizeni 
on  horseback,  eight  abreast ;  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  and  dtizon 
on  foot,  eight  abreast.  The  TOvemor  gave  a  public  dinner,  at  which 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  other  general  officers  were  present 
The  arrangements  for  the  whole  business  were  so  well  mside  and 
executed,  that  the  most  admirable  tranquillity  succeeded  through  the 
day  and  night.  On  Mondav  the  governor  gave  an  elegant  enter- 
tainment to  the  French  ambassador,  the  Chevalier  de  ia  Luzerne ; 
General  Washington,  the  principal  officers  of  New  York  state,  and 
of  the  army,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  gentlemen  were  present. 
Magnificent  fireworks,  infinitely  exceeding  every  thing  of  tne  kind 
before  seen  in  the  United  States,  were  exhibited  at  the  Bowling 
Green,  in  Broadway,  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  in  celebration  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  They  commenced  by  a  dove  descmd- 
ing  with  the  olive  branch,  and  setting  fire  to  a  marron  battery.  On 
Tuesday  noon,  December  4th,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  as- 
sembled at  Francis'  tavern,  to  take  a  final  leave  of  their  much  loved 
commander-in-chief.  Soon  after,  his  excellency  entered  the  room. 
His  emotions  were  too  strong  to  be  concealed.  Filling  a  glass,  he 
turned  to  them  and  said, '  With  a  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  I 
now  take  leave  of  you.  I  most  devoutly  wish  that  your  latter  dap 
may  be  as  prosperous  and  happy  as  your  former  ones  have  been 
glorious  and  honorable.'  Having  drank,  he  added,  *  I  cannot  come 
to  each  of  vou  to  take  mv  leave,  but  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  if  each 
of  you  will  come  and  take  me  by  the  hand.'  General  Knox  being 
nearest,  turned  to  him.    Incapable  of  utterance,  Washington,  in.  Uars, 
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grasped  his  hand,  embraced  and  kissed  him.  In  the  same  affectioii- 
ate  manner,  he  took  leave  of  each  succeeding  officer.  In  every  eye 
was  the  tear  of  dignified  sensibility ;  and  not  a  word  was  articulated 
to  interrupt  the  eloquent  silence  and  tenderness  of  the  scene.  Leav- 
ing the  ro^m,  he  passed  through  the  corps  of  light  infantry,  and 
walked  to  Whitehall,  where  a  barge  waited  to  convey  him  to  raulus^ 
Hook.  The  whole  company  followed  in  mute  and  solemn  proces- 
sion, with  dejected  countenances,  testifying  feelings  of  delicious  mel- 
ancholy which  no  language  ran  describe.  Having  entered  the 
barge  he  turned  to  the  company,  and  waving  his  hat,  bid  them  a  silent 
adieu.  They  paid  him  the  pume  affectionate  compliment,  and  after  the 
barge  had  left  them,  retumed  in  the  same  solemn  manner  to  the  place 
Inhere  they  had  assembled.  The  passions  of  human  nature  were  never 
more  tenderly  agitated  than  in  this  interesting  and  distressful  scene." 

The  following,  respecting  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  at 
various  times  in  New  York,  is  from  a  publication  written  by  James 
Hardie,  A.  M.,  printed  in  New  York  in  1822. 

**  The  yellow  ferer,  in  our  timet,  was  first  obsenred  in  this  city  in  the  year  1791,  when 
General  Malcolm  and  some  other  very  respectable  citisens  fell  victinis  to  its  fury.  1%a 
tali  respectable  Dr.  James  Tillary,  at  a  meetinir  of  a  number  of  physicians,  explained  the 
mFDiptoms  of  the  disease,  described  its  character,  and  gave  it  its  true  name.  To  all  present, 
exoeptiog  two,  the  doctor  spoke  in  a  language  which  was  psst  their  comprehension,  as  ho 
bftd  described  a  disease  which  they  had  nerer  seen,  and  of  which  they  had  not  the  most 
dislaBt  conception.  But  it  was  well  remembered  by  the  late  venerable  Dr.  John  Carletoa 
md  Dr.  Samuel  Bard,  who  had  seen  the  same  fell  destroyer,  spreading  havoc  and  destmc 
lioa  in  this  city,  about  forty  years  before  that  period.  Since  that  time,  it  has  repeated^ 
made  its  appearance  amongst  us,  and  every  ph]^cian  in  this  city  as  well  as  in  most  other 
Buritime  cities  in  the  United  States  has  had  repeated  opportunities  of  seeing  it  and  of  do- 
^isiDg,  in  his  own  mind,  what  he  might  deem  the  most  effectual  means  of  its  preventioo 
and  cure. 

**  Ai  the  sickness,  which  occurred  in  the  year  1798,  was  by  fiur  more  fatal  than  any 
wlneh  has  happened  since  that  time,  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  as  brief  an  account  as  possi. 
Ue  of  its  origin,  progress,  and  termination. 

**  Its  first  victim,  in  all  probability,  was  Mr.  Melancton  Smith,  who  died  on  the  98th  or 
89th  of  July,  afier  an  illness  of  a  few  dajrs.  Ifis  case  was  said  to  have  been  attended  with 
the  most  malignant  symptoms ;  but  such  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  with 
wpcct  to  the  healthiness  of  our  city,  that  lus  death  excited  little  or  no  alarm.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  Mr.  Smith  had  been  taken  sick  at  his  store,  in  Front-street,  near  Coenties^ip, 
mad  a  few  dajrs  afier  his  death,  several  pemons  were  attacked  with  sickness  in  that  vicinity. 
The  symptoms  of  their  disorders,  however,  appeared  to  be  similar  to  that  of  a  eommen  cM, 
They  were,  therefore,  negligent  in  obtaining  medical  aid ;  hence  the  disease  got  the  aa. 
c»ndancy  before  they  were  aware  of  their  danger,  and  the  assistance  of  physicians  was 
ealled  for  when  it  was  too  late. 

**  Whether  any  case  of  pestilential  fever  existed  in  the  earlier  part  of  August,  remote 
from  the  pbce  whers  it  was  believed  to  have  originated,  was  not,  at  the  time,  ascertsined 
to  a  certainty ;  but  of  this  there  was  no  doubt,  vix.  that  about  the  30th  of  the  month,  casso 
of  a  higUy  malignant  nature  appeared  in  different  parts  of  the  city  on  the  same  day,  and  in 
tbe  course  of  six  or  eight  dajrs  in  difierent  streets  very  remote  from  one  anotiber.  In  par. 
tienlar,  it  began  to  rage  with  great  violence  at  the  New^p ;  in  Cliffstreet  and  Joluurtreet  * 
Imt  more  especially  in  Rider.street  and  £den's4dley,  where  not  a  &mily  escaped  it,  nor 
was  there  a  house,  except  two,  in  which  it  did  not  terminate  finally  to  one  or  more  indU 
iridnals. 

**  The  Health  Commissionen  began  to  be  apprehensive  respecting  the  ^ipearsnee  of  thif 
Mttilenoe  so  early  as  the  6th  of  August,  on  which  day  they  addressed  a  letter  to  tho 
Mayor.  It  was  to  the  following  purport,  vix.  tibat  *  the  unfinished  state  of  the  docks  in 
FVoototreet,  between  Coenties  and  the  Old  slips,  generally,  had  been,  in  their  opinion,  a 
■onree  of  disease,  in  that  neighborhood,  Isst  year,  ioA  had  oecarioned  the  death  of  several 
vahiable  dtixens.    That  they  cannot  sufficiently  regret  that  they  had  reason  lo  renew  thdir 
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ramoiutraneei  on  this  aabjeet,  and  tbat  iti  present  situation  wsis  likely  to  h%  predaelif  sf 
still  greater  evils  than  those  of  last  year.'  They  added,  that  several  peiscxis  had  aickeiiad 
in  the  neighborhood  of  these  unfinished  grounds  within  a  week,  and  with  tjmjftoam  mA. 
ingly  characteristic  of  yellow  fever ;  ai^  they  recommended  that  the  oommon  coundl 
woidd  appoint  two  of  their  members,  with  whom  they  (the  commissioneis)  would  mesti 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  ensuing  morning,  to  concert  measures  adapted  to  the  emeigcacy 
of  the  case.  The  board  very  cheerfully  complied  with  this  recommend^on,  and  sneli 
measures  were  immediately  adopted  as  were  deemed  most  likely  to  check  the  progress  d 
the  growing  malady ;  but  it  had  now  taking  so  deep  root,  that  it  could  neither  be  en& 
cated  nor  checked  by  human  means. 

**  On  the  same  day  (6th  August)  the  commissioners  issued  an  advertisenient,  noti^im 
their  determination  to  put  the  laws  in  force  against  those  who  should  neglect  to  koep  tbs 
streets  clean  before  their  respective  doors,  &c.,  adding  that  the  street  inspecton  sreie  d^ 
reeled  to  report  all  offences  of  this  nature  to  the  police,  and  that  the  penalty  against  ofisBd> 
ors  would  be  rigidly  exacted. 

**  On  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  of  August,  there  were  heavy  showen  of  rmin ;  that  on  dte 
14th  commenced  at  four  in  the  morning,  and  continued  without  intermisaion  until  niif, 
with  considerable  thunder.  The  quantity  which  fell  during  these  five  hours,  was  supposed 
to  have  been  greater  than  had  at  any  time  fallen,  during  the  same  space  of  time,  for  naaf 
jreara.  The  streets  were  covered  with  water  in  many  places  knee^eep,  and  a  vast  nai^ 
ber  of  cellars  were  filled  with  it. 

**  It  was  at  the  time  generally  believed,  that  this  excessive  rain  and  thunder  wooU 
have  so  purified  the  air,  that  the  city  would,  in  a  few  days,  be  totally  exempt  ftom  tttf 
cases  of  this  disorder ;  but,  alas !  our  expectations  were  dreadfully  disappointed.  It  is  w«B 
known,  that  stagnant  water  in  confined  places,  during  hot  weather,  will,  in  a  few  daya,  ex- 
hale a  pestilential  vapor,  which,  if  it  does  not  generate,  will  certainly  propagate  or  thmr 
into  more  extensive  circulation  dangerous  diseasea  which  have  already  made  their  tff^tt' 
ance.  To  prevent  an  occurrence  of  this  kind,  the  citizens  were  repeatedly  and  most  soi^ 
estiy  entreated  by  the  Health  CommissionerB  to  cause  the  water  to  be  removed,  and  fins 
afterward  to  be  liberally  scattered  in  their  cellars.  Although  it  might  have  heeo  lessoM 
bly  expected,  that  a  regard  to  self-preservation  would  have  produced  a  prompt  compttsess 
with  this  recommendation,  it  is  well  known  that  many  neglected  it,  and  of  those  not  a  fiv 
were  amongst  the  first  victims  to  the  disease.  From  this  time,  the  number  of  deaths  afaBOrt 
daily  increased. 

**  About  the  24th  of  August,  numbers  began  to  leave  the  city,  and  many  of  those  whs 
had  offices  for  the  transaction  of  business  towards  the  East  river,  moved  to  Broadwaf, 
which  was  deemed  more  healthy.  The  customhouse,  in  Mill-street,  and  the  Insarsaes 
Office,  in  Water^treet,  were  fixed,  for  the  time,  in  the  Tontine  City  Tavern,  in  Broadwij. 

**  During  the  whole  month  of  August,  the  number  of  deaths  amounted  to  three  handled 
and  twenty.nine.  As  particular  attention  was  not  paid  by  the  sextons,  during  this  monifa, 
to  distinguish  those  who  fell  victims  to  the  fever  from  those  who  had  died  of  other  diNf- 
ders,  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  their  precise  numbers.  It  was  believed,  however,  that  by 
fixing  it  at  one  hundred,  it  would  not  be  far  from  the  truth.  On  the  15th  of  August,  ike 
deaths  were  14 — ^from  which  day  the  number  continued  to  progress,  so  that  on  the  1st  of 
September  they  amounted  to  23.    The  daily  aversges  during  August  waa  about  1^ 

^  On  the  15th  of  September  the  number  of  funerals  was  38,  on  the  19th  they  were  oo 
less  than  63,  and  on  each  of  the  two  following  days  they  were  reduced  to  40 — from  whieh 
circumstance  hopes  were  entertained  that  our  mortal  foe  was  about  to  leave  us ;  bat  ws 
were  again  disappointed,  for  the  next  four  days  it  kept  fluctuating  between  41  and  50,  and 
on 'the  26th  rose  up  to  60.  The  total  number  of  deaths  during  this  month  was  ekvea 
hundred  and  fifty.two,  of  whom  nine  hundred  and  fifty^our  died  of  fever.  The  daily  aver- 
age through  the  month  was  about  38. 

**  The  number  of  the  dead  on  the  let  of  October  was  43,  and  this  waa  the  greatest  mm- 
ber  during  the  whole  mouth.  On  the  18th  it  was  reduced  to  16,  and  on  the  Slst  it  only 
amounted  to  9.  After  this  the  number  of  deaths  on  any  one  day,  during  the  exiateoee  oif 
the  calamity,  did  not  exceed  15 ;  and  it  is  almost  certain,  that  had  our  abeent  dineos  st. 
tended  to  the  advice  of  the  Health  Committee,  dissuading  them  from  a  premainra  renin, 
the  death  warrant  of  the  disorder  might  have  been  dated  from  that  day.  The  whole  am- 
ber of  funerals  in  October  was  five  hundred  and  twenty.two,  of  whom  four  hundred  and 
thirty-one  died  of  fever.    The  average  of  the  deaths,  during  this  month,  was  about  17. 

**  On  the  10th  of  November  the  deaths  were  5,  and  on  each  of  the  pteeeding  days  ibsy 
were  only  4.  The  total  number  during  these  ten  days  were  83,  of  whom  thirty-iuM  disd 
of  yellow  fever.  The  following  address  of  the  Committee  to  the  publio  now  mada  in 
appearance* 
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**«  IV  HmMi  Coanrfttae  ftr  tte  relief  of  tbe  sick  and  indimt 
%m  htcf  to  eoofimtiilate  their  feUow^tiiena,  that  under  Divine  Proridence,  due  long 
•flmad  cii^  k  onee  more  leetoied  to  tte  nsoai  stale  of  geneiml  hmddi,  and,  mA  fUm  OMist 
iwarifclt  pieesme,  infonn  those  who  yet  remain  in  ezile,  that  althoogfa  a  §tm  eases  of  die 
yestiientiai  ferer  exist,  yet  that  by  the  Ute  cM  weather  and  fraat^  the  oontagion  is  so  fiff 
destroyed,  as  to  render  die  retnm  of  their  ftmiliee  to  the  city  peifectly  safe,  provided  they 
lake  the  neeesmy  prerions  measures  of  deanang  and  ventilating  their  long  nnaired  dwelL 
fqfB,  and  pnri^ring  the  bedding  and  clothing,  which  may  have  been  left  therein  dming  the 
prevnlenee  of  the  fever. 

^ '  It  would  have  afforded  the  Committee  much  satiafaction,  eoold  they  have  given  this 
Invitatioa  at  an  earlier  period,  but  they  did  not  conceive  themselves  warranted  hf  the  then 
•listing  eirenmstances.  There  have,  until  the  present  moment,  been  several  new  cases 
cifBWf/t^  fatiieahrly  among  thoeeeiHzemwhe  returned  earUer  than  the  eemmitteetkemgkt 
jprmiiHt,  wiesy  of  wham  lave  faUen  tietima  to  the  devominr  peetUenee.  Hub,  amoof 
other  drcnmstances,  has  induced  the  committee,  to  withhold  this  invitadon  nndl  the  pre- 
asm  time,  ^bc' 

^  **  The  whole  number  of  deaths  during  this  awful  calamity,  was  two  thousand  and  ekfaty. 
aiXi  vif.  eleven  hundred  and  ten  men,  nve  hundred  and  eighty^ine  women,  and  dght  hnn- 
dnd  and  eighty.five  children.  Of  theee,  if  we  admit  that  one  hundred  died  of  the  lever  in 
Aqgust,  its  victims  would  amount  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty^bor.  A  great 
naay  oif  oar  dtiienft,  too,  who  fled,  were  likewise  cut  off  by  it  Henoe  it  is  probable,  that 
Ae  whole  iramber  of  deaths  would  be  between  3,400  and  9,500.  An  awful  number  in- 
deed ;  partiealariy  if  we  consider  diat  more  than  one  third,  some  suppose  that  one  hal(  of 
Ae  inhabitanti  Ind  left  the  city. 

'  **Aaopinioofenerally  prevailed,  that  the  progreee  of  the  diseaae  varied  acoor^nr  to  the 
laate  of  the  atmMphere ;  but  fiom  my  observadons  on  this  satgeet,  in  the  years  1798, 1799, 
MOO,  1800, 1805,  and  also  in  the  preeent  year,  I  am  much  inclined  to  doubt  ita  aceuraey* 
SVfte  fotHliaet  wMetk  m  dsribiiat,  and  the  wiseet  of  men,  aa  yet,  know  very  little  of  the 
of  its  progress.    Of  dus,  however,  we  nmy  be  certain,  that  eool  mornings  and  even* 
accompanied  by  hot  days,  contribute  gready  to  spread  infecdon ;  that  in  case  of  yeL 
fever  haviiv  fer  some  time  existed  in  a  city,  it  is  extremely  dangerous  for  those  who 
y  J.  iBfo  lied  to  return  to  their  housss  dll  the  herd  finst  shall  set  in,  and  that  a  keen  Uaekjnai 
unifennly  and  almost  instantaneooaly  put  an  end  tothefigtherprogreeeof  thedimder.* 

The  following  is  an  acjpount  of  the  yellow  fever  in  1803,  as  given 
an  official  letter  by  Dr.  Miller. 

**  The  commencement  of  the  disease  took  place  about  the  90di  of  July,  and  fiom  diat 
it  continued  to  prevml,  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree,  till  the  end  of  Oct<ft>er.  The  num. 
Wn  of  deatha,  in  this  city,  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  three ;  thoee  at  the  Hoepital  of 
BeHevue,  to  one  hundred  and  three,  and  thoee  at  die  Marine  Hoepital  on  Staten  Iiimd,  to 
ibdj-e^ght,  making  e  total  of  six  hundred  and  seventy.foor.  To  this  shouki  be  sdded  aa 
Uefinile  nuniber,  about  fifty  or  sixty,  who  fled  fiom  the  city,  and  died  of  thia  diseese  in 
die  neighboiing  country  and  viOagea. 

""The  first  public  ahmn  arose  from  some  fiital  casee  at  the CoflJee-Hooee  Shp,  and  in  that 
neighboihood.  About  the  ssme  time,  the  dieease  was  discovered  in  many  odier  parts  of 
die  dty,  without  any  known  intercourse  or  communication  between  the  persons  who  Ml 
iidk.  AlduNigh  the  immber  of  cases,  even  at  the  wont  periods  of  the  epkiemio,  couhl  not 
be  prenonnced  to  be  great,  eepedally  if  compared  with  some  preceding  eeesons,  they  were 
cariuidy  more  generuly  difiused,  and  left  fewer  ports  of  die  ciqr  exempt  than  on  any  former 
oceasions.  Broadway  and  some  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  town  retained  their  healthy 
character.  The  streets  lying  near  the  maigiiy  of  the  two  riveis,  and  some  of  those  in  the 
■Bper  part  of  the  dty,  which  are  prindpally  inhabited  by  indigent,  uncleanly,  and  dissolnle 
oaises  of  the  conmnmity,  suffered  the  worrt  ravagee  of  the  diseese.  The  alarm  of  the  in. 
hibtonta  vras  very  suddenly  produced,  and  the  sospensiott  of  bnsiness  and  the  deeertion  of 
die  dty  fiff  exceeded  what  had  been  ever  experienced  in  former  seesons." 

The  following  reopectinff  the  yellow  fever  in  1805t  io  extracted 
flom  «  ktter  from  Dr.  E.  Miller  to  Gov.  Lewis. 

**  In  fiMmer  seions,  it  has  been  usual  to  observe  sporadic  casss  of  this  disease,  fer  several 
ipseka,  \Mbn  dbe  eommenoement  of  the  epidemic,  llus  was  remarfcabty  veiHIed  in  the 
kls  ssaiCB;  and  soeh  casee  deeerve  the  more  attendon,  as  thoy  fimish  the  best  mesns  of 
liiViilitiiig  ihb  probability  (tf  approaching  pestilence.  Accordingly,  one  caee  of  a  deddedly 
■illgnam  ftiarsrfnr  irss  ntiinnrnd  in  theiaondiof  June;  several  took  pteee  in  July ;  aslffl 
ffMHT  BMito  ia  AvgMt  s  and  at  die  bsihiniqg  e#  SspteobsTt  diOF  had  ' 
Ik  An 
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merous  as  to  ascertain  the  exiatence  of  the  epidemic.  Throughont  September  and  October, 
the  disease  continued  to  prevail  with  more  or  less  severity,  according  to  the  fluetnatiqf 
state  of  the  weather ;  but  towards  the  close  of  the  latter  mondi,  the  coldneas  of  the  aeaoe 
had  evidently  checked  its  progfress ;  and  at  the  beginning  of  November,  the  city  wm  nearly 
restored  to  its  usual  health. 

**  During  the  early  period  of  the  epidemic,  nearly  all  the  cases  took  place  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  city,  in  Front,  Water,  and  Pearl  streets,  and  principally  below  Borling^p. 
They  afterward  became  more  generally  diffused.  About  the  SK)th  of  September,  they 
began  to  prevail  near  the  North  river.  On  the  whole,  the  low  grounds  on  the  margin  cif 
the  two  rivers  certainly  produced  a  chief  part  of  the  cases.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the 
city  amounted  to  about  two  hundred ;  those  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  to  552,  and  those  in 
the  Marine  Hospital,  sent  from  the  city,  to  twenty.eight.  The  number  of  cases  of  malif. 
nant  fever  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health,  amounted  to  six  hundred.  It  is  pn^r,  like, 
wise,  in  estimating  the  extent  of  the  epidemic,  to  notice  an  unascertained  number,  probs. 
bly  about  forty,  who  after  their  flight  from  the  city  died  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

"  The  source  of  this  disease  forms  a  most  interesting  subject  of  inquiry ;  on  the  succev 
of  which  must  depend  all  rational  and  adequate  means  of  preventing  and  eradicating  the 
evil.  After  a  long  and  careful  investigation  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  conclude, 
that  a  pernicious  exhalation  or  vapovr  floating  in  the  atmosphere^  is  the  primary  amd  tmen' 
tial  cause  of  this  disease.** 

The  yellow  fever  in  1822,  made  its  appearance  in  a  difierent 
quarter  from  that  in  which  it  had  commenced  its  depr€^dation8  in 
former  years.  It  had  uniformly  begun  somewhere  on  the  East  river; 
but  now  it  was  first  seen  in  Rector-street  towards  the  North  river,  a 

Eart  of  the  city  which  had  been  heretofore  deemed  peculiarly  an- 
ealthy.  The  disease  was  first  formal  ly  noticed  by  the  Board  of 
Health  on  the  31st  of  July.  The  Board  again  met  at  12  oVlock, 
having  agreed  to  meet  every  day  at  that  hour  during  the  prevalence 
of  fever.  From  the  13th  of  July  to  the  2d  of  November,  twelve 
hundred  and  thirty-six  persons  died. 

**0n  the  same  day,  Saturday,  the  24th  August,  our  cily  presented  the  appearance  oft 
town  bcHicged.  From  daybrctUL  till  night,  one  line  of  carts,  containing  boxes,  merchandisi, 
and  effects,  wore  seen  moving  towards  Greenwich  Village  and  tlie  upper  parts  of  the  city. 
Carriages  and  hacks,  wagons  and  horsemen,  were  scouring  the  streets  and  filling  the  roadi; 
persons  with  anxiety  strongly  marked  on  their  countenances  and  with  hurried  gait  woe 
bustling  tlirough  the  streets.  Temporary  stores  and  offices  were  erecting,  and  even  on  thi 
ensuing  day  (Sunday)  carts  were  in  motion  and  the  saw  and  hammer  busily  at  work* 
Within  a  few  days  thereafter,  the  Customhouse,  the  Post-office,  the  Banks,  the  Insurance  offi- 
ces, and  the  printers  of  newspapers,  located  themselves  in  the  village  or  in  the  upper  part  of 
Broadway,  where  they  were  free  from  the  impending  danger,  and  these  placea  almoat  in- 
stantaneously become  the  scat  of  the  immense  business  usually  carried  on  in  thia  great 
metropolis. 

Friday,  the  11th  of  October,  was  observed  as  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation and  prayer  on  account  of  the  pestilence. 

**  Immediately  after  the  address  of  the  Board  to  their  fellowxitizena  on  the  96th  October, 
the  absentees  began  to  return  to  their  respective  abodes  with  a  precipitation  almoat  onpar. 
alleled.  Forty  or  fifty  carts  and  wagons  coufd  be  seen  in  a  line  transporting  gooda,  warei, 
merchandise,  and  household  furniture  from  the  village  of  Greenwich  and  placea  in  thi 
outskirts  of  the  city,  to  the  stores  and  houses  from  which  they  had  been  taken  aevenl 
weeks  before.  On  the  5th  November,  the  Customhouse,  Poeuoffice,  Banka,  lawraiiot 
offices.  Printing  offices.  Vendue  Masters,  Merchants,  &c.,  returned  to  their  former  habita' 
tions.  About  this  time,  the  places  of  worship,  which  had  been  so  long  shot,  in  the  lowsr 
part  of  the  city,  were  re-opened,  vessels  came  to  our  docka  as  usual,  and  a  boatle  agaio  ba* 
came  visible  at  the  former  places  of  trade  and  commerce.** 

In  July,  1832,  the  asiatic  cholera  made  its  appearance  in  this  citv. 
The  following  table  is  extracted  from  the  New  York  Observer.  It 
includes  all  the  deaths  from  July  2d,  at  about  the  time  of  its  com- 
mencement, until  Oct  19th,  when  the  pestilence  had  almost  ceased. 
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'.<  The  annexed  description  of  New  York  in  1800,  wai  taken  firom  a 
^fiffmoB  of  hiatorical  articles  relating  to  the  dty»  now  bemg  publUbed  in 
riiVp  New  York  Ezpressy  -«~*  commenced  two  yeara  since. 

"T%i  fcihinMlili  put  of  the  ctertf  twit  •ndrftim  Uimm^wm  in  Willandi  Pint  ■ttteti, 

y  betwii  BhMdwiy  and  Peulr-PMil  from  Htnoror  ■quan,  (now  put  of  OM  tfipi)  to 

JoluMtreet,  along  State.atreot  and  a  part  of  Broadway,  below  WalLa^eet.    Then  the  city 

'Ul  waa  not  built,  and  on  die  aite  where  it  now  atandi  waa  the  lecr  of  the  almBhome— die 

hagjpm  of  which  endoaed  the  ground  now  the  moot  beautiful  part  of  the  Park.    The 

aliafijn  ia  truly  aatooiihing.    In  WalUetreet,  for  example,  there  now  ia  but  one  finnily 

fending  in  the  whole  atreet,  and  that  ia  oyer  a  bank.    Hardly  an  old  buildiiv  remaina, 

■ad  not  one  diat  ia  not  ao  altered  aa  to  be  totally  dilSerent  from  what  it  waa  dien.    At 

ikm  corner  of  Nanao.atreet,  atood  the  venerable  Federal  hall,  ainoe  torn  down — a  aplendid 

"*   low  of  dwellings  waa  afterward  put  up,  which  were  aubsequently  torn  down  to  give  phbce 

to  the  new  cuMomhonie,  now  building.    Next  below  atood  the  elegant  manaion  of  Mr. 

Verplanckt  the  brick  of  which  were  brought  from  Holland,  and  in  its  atead  ia  the  Bank  of 

die  State  cMf  New  Toik.   Next  waa  the  reaidence  of  John  Keeae,  now  the  Union  Bank — leoi 

changed  than  any  other  building.    Thia,  howerer,  on  the  firat  of  May,  ia  to  be  levelled  with 

Mt  dM  ground,  and  a  new  bankingJiouae  to  be  put  up.    Between  it  and  WiUiam-atreet  were 

vl   die  roaidencee  of  Franda  B.  Winthrop  and  Charlee  Wilkee— in  the  place  oif  which  are  the 

Tkf  Dock  Bank,  and  Bank  of  America.    On  the  lot  where  the  United  Statea  Bank  now 

Maiida  waa  the  elegant  manaion  of  Gren.  John  Lamb,  firrt  collector  of  the  port,  and  &ther 

of  Aldemian  Lamb.    This  waa  considered  not  only  the  fineat  house,  but  was  believed  to 

bo  the  grandest  house  that  could  be  built.    On  the  opposite  aide,  where  ia  now  goiiw  up 

the  maasive  new  Merchanta*  Exchange,  atood  the  residence  of  Thomaa  Buchanan,  Mia. 

White,  and  William  C.  Leffingwell.    Mr.  Janncey,  an  Engliah  gentleman  who  hved  in 

flveac  aiyle,  oecnpied  the  buildhog  now  rented  by  Meaars.  Djrken  4b  Alstyne-— his  stable  is 

dM  same  bniUing  now  used  by  the  Board  of  Broken.    The  very  room  in  whidh  milliona 

of  stock  are  aold  every  week  waa  then  a  hayUoft. 

**  Tlia  watob-houae  was  kept  at  the  comer  of  Broad.4treet,  now  need  by  Robinson  for 
Ifaasaleof  hiacaricatnrea.  Baker'a  tavern,  one  of  the  moat  noted  pnUic  hoiMea,  waa  at  the 
oonier  of  New.etreet— «  dub  met  there  nightly  for  more  than  half  a  century.  Pine.atreet 
hoo  andngone  still  greater  changee, — from  Water'.street  to  Broedway,  every  houae  has  been 
demolished.    Then  not  a  store  was  to  be  seen.    The  old  French  church,  the  sanctuary  of 


dM  Hqgaenota,  atood  at  the  comer  of  NaaBau<-4t8  surrounding  bur^dng  yard  contained  the 
lofnai 


'many  of  the  most  valued  ddiena.  The  Walootia,  Jaya,  Waddingtona,  Radcli&» 
Wella,  and  a  boat  of  others,  reaided  in  thia  atreet,  without  a  thought  that  in 
than  40,  and  even  30  yeata,  not  one  brick  then  atanding,  would  remain  oo  another. 
bk  PeaiUtreet  were  the  fashionable  reaidencee  of  Samuel  Denton,  John  Ellis,  John  J* 
Qiovar,  John  Mowett,  Robert  Lenox,  Thomaa  Gadle,  John  Olendenning,  John  B.  Murray, 
Oovamor  Broome,  Andrew  Ogden,  Governor  Geoige  dinlon,  Riobard  Vanak,  and  a  grsat 
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number  of  othen.  Neirif  sU  of  thns  gcDtlemen  m  decemd.  Wa  notieed  a  iew  dqi 
SDcc,  oDB  of  (be  Dumber,  Mr.  Dciilan,  ibr  ■  loag  dme  put  t  rendant  of  TsDnent*.  Ha 
remirked  llul  he  mi  ■baolutel]'  ■  atrangar ;  knew  no  one,  and  could  hardlf  idaati^  ■  is. 
glf  apot.  In  Huiorer  iquan,  alood  ■  block  of  buildinga  fronting  Old  slip  uid  PaaiLwaH 
Tiitr  luv*  bU  iMen  lemorad.    The  city  coadaled  of  seven  ward*,  now  ineraiaad  lo  nh» 


View  of  the  CUy  Hall,  New  York. 

The  city  hall*  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  buildings  in  New 
York,  standing  near  the  centre  of  the  park,  an  area  of  about  fear 
acres.  Situated  in  this  spacious  area,  it  is  seen  to  great  advantage 
in  every  direction. 

"  The  building  is  of  a  square  form,  two  stories  in  height,  besides  ■ 
basement  story.  It  has  a  wing  at  each  end,  projecting  irom  the  front, 
and  in  the  centre  the  roof  is  elevated  to  form  an  attic  story.  The 
whole  length  of  the  building  is  216  feet,  the  breadth  105,  and  the 
height  5]  feet.  Including  the  attic  story,  it  is  65  feet  in  heighL  The 
front  and  both  ends,  above  the  basement  story,  are  built  of  native 
white  marble,  from  Stockbridgc,  Massachusetts ;  and  the  rest  of  the 
building  is  constructed  of  brown  freestone.  The  roof  is  covered 
with  copper,  and  there  is  a  balustrade  of  marble  entirely  round  the 
tup.  Rising  from  the  middle  of  the  roof,  is  a  cupola,  on  which  ii 
placed  a  colossal  figure  of  Justice,  holding  in  her  right  hand,  whick 
rests  on  her  forehead,  a  balance,  and  in  her  lei^  a  sword  pointing  to 
the  ground.     Justice  is  not  blindfold,  as  she  is  represented  in  Europe. 

"  There  are  four  entrances  to  the  building ;  one  in  front,  one  in  Ine 

*  The  ibnve  engraving  wu  copied  from  a  dratving  takan  acone  yean  ago.  Sioet  ttit, 
the  cupals  hae  been  alight);  altered,  and  a  clock  placed  in  it.  A  anall  enpol*  faM  alM 
been  added  in  the  rear,  an  which  hanga  the  city  tire-bell.  The  cily  ia  dividad  inM  ti*  Im  ' 
diairicn,  and  when  ihcre  ia  ■  liie  ibe  puticulu  dietrict  in  which  it  ia  k>catad  it  indicMtdbf 
ihe  number  of  dmea  which  the  bell  tolls.  For  itiatane a,  when  il  ia  in  tha  Gnt  il  foUa  MH*i 
in  the  aecoad,  twice  in  nieceaaion,  and  ao  on,  eicepiing  in  the  fiAh,  whiofa  ia  lialiiaWll  kf 
a  eoDliniiBl  loUing. 
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rear,  and  one  in  each  end.  The  firont,  which  is  the  principal,  is  on 
the  first  story,  to  which  there  is  access  by  a  flight  of  12  marUe  steps, 
fiaing  firom  which  there  are  16  colomns  supporting  a  portico  imme- 
dialMy  over  the  entrance,  also  composed  of  marbk.  In  the  centre 
0f  the  rear  of  the  building,  there  is  a  proiecting  pediment  The  en^ 
trance  in  this  quarter  is  abo  on  the  first  story,  by  a  flight  of  freestone 
eibns.  The  fint  story,  including  the  portico,  is  of  the  Ionic,  the  second 
of  the  Corinthian,  the  attic  of  the  Fancy,  and  the  cupola  of  the  Com- 
poeiteonWrs. 

^The  iNmdation  stone  of  this  building  was  laid  on  98th  Seplem- 
ber*  IMS;-  during  the  mayoralty  of  Edward  Livingston,  Esq.,  ud  at 
ft;tla!ie  whsn  the  yellow  fever  prevailed  in  the  city.  It  was  finisiMd 
^  ..^^  -^^^  ^  expense,  exclusive  of  the  fiurniture,  amounted  to  half 
W  dollars.'' 

Arilan,''  says  the  New  York  Express,  ^  were  appropriated 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  comer-stone. 
then  were  the  times  when  expenses  of  this  sort  were  dealt  out 
vilk  »^  most  sparine  hand.  No  corporation  dinners  were  albwed 
Nrf^'tivo  to  three  thousand  dollars  expended.  When  the  coraer- 
MMS'  was  laid,  and  lonff  after,  the  Iciig  building  now  standing  on 
ttstinher-street,  and  in  vniich  various  courts  are  held,  was  the  ums- 
Itaile^  The  paupers  of  that  day  numbered  less  than  four  hundred ; 
rfaw,  our  Bellvue  establishment  has  more  inmates  than  the  number 
eCmany  of  our  most  flourishing  cities.  Three  to  four  thousand  are 
the  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  almshouse,  besides  quadruple  that 
■■nber  who  receive  temporary  relief  from  the  commissioners.  The 
Ijpaoe  between  the  almshouse  and  citv  hall,  was  then  a  pig-pen,  and 
ibntained  hundreds  of  pigs,  frittened  by  the  wash  of  the  almshouse, 
debtor's  prison,  and  bridewell.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  hall  is  mainly 
Nnlt  of  marble ;  the  first  design  was  that  the  whole  should  be  built 
of  that  material.  At  that  time,  marble  was  high,  and  it  was  desira- 
ble to  make  a  saving.  It  was  maintained  that  the  population  would 
never,  to  any  extent,  settle  above  Chamber-street,  and  therefore,  as 
the  rear  of  the  hall  would  not  be  seen,  it  was  concluded  to  build  the 
nme  of  red  fireestone.  This  accounts  for  the  difiference  between  the 
firODt  and  rear." 

The  following  shows  the  Egyptian  building,  embracing  the  halls  of 

Bdce,  as  it  appears  fironting  Centre-street  The  police  courts  are 
d  here  at  all  hours  of  the  day ;  the  justices  relieving  each  other 
in  their  sittings.  This  place  may  be  considered  as  the  head-quarters 
of  the  police  oflicers  or  constables,  who  are  constantly  seen  goinff 
after,  and  returning  with  criminals  of  every  grade,  firom  the  genteel 
and  accomplished  rascal,  to  his  brother  in  crime,  the  coarse  and  bru- 
tal villain.  Perhaps  in  no  other  part  of  the  country  are  seen  such 
degraded  and  disgusting  exhibiticms  of  fallen  humanity,  as  in  this 
piMe.  Here  many  culprits  of  both  sexes  are  literally  dragged  up 
lothe  tribunal  of  justice.  While  some  are  making  complaints,  others 
ta»  being  ^examined,"  ^sentenced,''  ^ bound  over,"  or  ^reprimand- 
ed/* as  the  case  may  be.    While  this  is  going  on,  the  officers  may 
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SotUkem  vieiD  of  the  Halls  of  Juttice,  Centre-ttneL 


be  seen  leading  off  some  to  the  prisons,  or  tomba,  {ua  they  are  bnl- 
iorly  called,)  in  another  part  of  tne  building.  The  court  ef  nrnoM 
is  held  in  iin  adjoining  part  of  the  building,  at  which  the  recoidsr 
presides. 

"  This  edifice  now  occupies  the  whole  of  the  block  boDoded  I7 
Leonard,  Elm,  Frankhn,  and  Centre  streets,  (formerly  the  corpon- 
tion  yard,)  and  is  253  feet  3  inches  in  length,  by  300  feet  6  indM 
in  width. 

"  The  interior  combines  accommodations  for  the  courts  of  wiwiB^ 
police,  grand  jury,  house  of  detention,  records,  city  watch,  distiiql 
attorney,  sheriff,  clerk  of  the  court,  and  other  officers  belonging  to 
the  different  branches  of  the  institution,  together  with  the  necenan 
offices  for  cooking,  washing,  watering,  warming,  &c.  The  whcM 
designed  by  Mr.  John  Haviland. 

"The  four  facades,  as  well  as  the  entrance  hall,  are  executed  in 
the  Egyptian  style  of  architecture,  with  Hallowell  granite. 

"  The  principal  front  has  a  distyle  portico  of  four  columni,  with 
palm-leaved  capitals.  Above  the  capitals  are  square  diet,  opn 
which  rests  the  architrave,  ornamented  with  a  large  winged  globi 
encircled  by  serpents.  The  architrave  is  surmounted  by  a  cormoe, 
composed  of  a  bold  Scotia,  enriched  with  reeded  Tri^lyphi  tad  1 
banded  Torus ;  and  which,  being  of  the  same  height  with  that  of  dn 
similarly  embellished  wings,  forms  with  them  one  continued  tine. 
Moreover,  the  banded  moulding  of  the  cornice  descends  in  the  torn 
of  a  roller  on  all  the  external  angles  of  the  edifice.  Both  the  wii^ 
are  perforated  with  live  lofly  wmdows,  extending  the  h«ght  of  t«* 
stories,  and  finished  with  diminished  pilasters,  which  support  a  oc» 
nice  over  each,  composed  simply  of  a  bold  Scotia,  eoiicbed  wilkl 
winged  globe  and  serpents. 

"The  lateral  fronts  on  Leonard  and  Franklin  streets  have Nck 
two  projecting  pylones  or  porches,  with  two  colunms ;  the  one  on 
Leoiurd-ftreet  aajoioing  the  principal  front,  is  the  sntnnoe  t*  ths 
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debtors'  ward,  and  the  opposite  one  on  Franklin-sti^et  is  the  entrance 
to  the  police  ward ;  the  other  two  corresponding  porc^s  next  to 
nm^^treety  form  tte  canria^  entrance  to  the  house  of  detention. 
These  porches  are  64  feet  wide,  and  their  columns  and  entablatures 
<onesp<md  with  those  of  the  principal  front,  but  the  caps  and  shafts 
«f  ttw  cohimns  are  less  enriched.  The  recess  in  both  these  lateral 
Msits  is  six  feet,  and  is  relieved  by  five  windows  corresponding  in 
ahinicter  with  those  of  the  principal  front,  but  of  less  proportion  and 
MlKichmiHit,  the  Scotia  being  finished  with  reeded  Triglyphs  only, 
ittstoad  of  the  winged  ^ot^  and  serpents.  The  approacn  to  the 
dows  Ofi  these  m)nts  is  yarded  a^nst  by  a  neat  railing  in  keeps* 
With'the  architecture.  The  rear  or  front  on  Elm-street  having 
moe  or  windows,  is  simply  relieved  by  seven  narrow  recesses 
ition  of  embrasures,  and  a  railing  in  the  same  style  as  those 
Inr'fiie  latend  fironts. 

^'  **  A  terrace  surrounds  the  whole  enclosure,  raised  ten  feet  abpve  the 
Iwel  of  Centre-street,  from  which  you  ascend  eight  steps  of  a  trun- 
ifjMed  and  pjrramidal  form,  to  the  platform  of  the  portico,  from  whidi 
pmi  asoena  also  twelve  steps,  between  the  intercolumniation  of  the 
.Mur  columns  to  the  entrance  hall.  This  hall  is  50  feet  square  and 
■i  feet  high,  supported  by  eight  columns,  ranged  between  two  rows 
Urith  their  antee  placed  on  the  opposite  walls.  These  columns  bear 
f§m  character  or  an  order  taken  nrom  the  colonnade  of  the  temple  of 
JMedjmet  Abou.  Attached  to  the  antes  opposite  these  columns,  the 
iorehitect  originally  desimed  to  place  the  Egyptian  caviatides,  so 
fe^;hiy  spok^i  of  by  the  French  artists  in  Napoleon's  great  work  on 
Bgypt,  published  bv  Pauckonche;  and  he  feels  assured  that  the 
"Sbard  wUl  yet  be  of  his  opinion,  and  finally  adopt  these  splendid  and 
jpiposing  fiffures  in  this  entrance  hall,  as  nothing  else  will  oe  wanting 
to  perfect  me  edifice ;  their  capitals  are  ornamented  with  the  leaves 
and  flowers  of  the  Lotus.'  The  floors  are  arched  and  laid  in  mosaic 
<rf  an  Egyptian  character,  governed  in  form  by  the  compartments  in 
the  ceiling  to  which  each  belongs. 

^  The  prindpal  courts,  jury,  witness,  and  other  business  rooms,  are 
comiectea  with,  and  lead  into  the  entrance  hall.  Qn  the  left  side 
sysi^dooriand  passages  communicating  with  the  grand  jury  room, 
oAlses  for  reujistery  derk  of  the  court,  district  attoipey,  and  sherifi^ 
deblon^  wara  and  witness*  rooms ;  and  on  the  right  side  are  disposed 
Ibe  magkrtratei^  offices,  court,  and  witness*  rooms,  watchmen's  dor- 
mitories, police  court  oflicers*  rooms,  and  cells  for  nij^htfy  commit- 
ments. The  centre  leads  to  the  court  of  sessions,  (including  two  jury 
:|poms,  and  separate  gallery  capable  of  containing  an  audience  of 
'#M  persons ;)  the  whole  well  ventilated  and  lighted,  and  in  a  situa- 
0011  the  least  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  the  noise  of  the  adjoining  streets. 
'  ^  The  house  of  detention  is  a  distinct  and  isolated  buil£ng,  143 
ftet  in  length  by  45  in  width.  It  contains  148  cells,  divided  into  four 
Aitmct  dasses  for  prisoners,  includingbaths,  and  rooms  for  mifle  and 
innaley  white  and  black  vagrants.  The  lower  cells  are  6  feet  0 
jiehes  wide^  11  feet  high,  and  15  feet  long,  diminishing  18  inches  in 


length  in  each  story ;  they  are  provided  with  cait-iron  water  cloaeti, 
hydrant,  water  cock,  ventilators,  and  are  warmed  by  Perkiiu'  hot 
water  pipes,  (introduced  and  now  in  successful  operation  in  the  new 
penitentiaries  at  Philadelphia  and  Trenton,  by  J.  Haviland,  architect) 
The  floors,  and  ceilings,  and  galleries  are  formed  of  bIbIm  from  the 
North  river  flagging ;  the  doors  and  window  jambs  of  iron ;  and  the 
entire  cells  are  otherwise  liniahed  on  the  most  approved  plan  for  s^ 
curity,  seclusion,  ventilation,  economy  of  supervision  ana  watching. 
The  corridors  are  ten  feet  wide  below,  and  widen  at  each  story  to 
19  feet  at  the  summit,  afibrding  a  tree  ventilation  and  uninterropted 
view  of  every  cell  door,  from  the  observatory.  A  bridge  leads  acnw 
from  the  house  of  detention  to  the  prisoners'  seat  in  ue  courthoine. 
By  reference  to  the  specifications  and  drawings,  it  will  be  seen  that 
every  part  of  the  building  is  calculated  to  be  executed  ia  the  molt 
substantial  and  approved  manoer,  with  the  best  materials  of  tbeir 
kind;  and  that  no  pains  or  expense  is  spared  to  eSect  all  the  desind 
objects  of  the  institution,  with  the  aid,  experience,  and  beat  taJoit 
that  the  country  aSbrds. 

"  The  building  is  generally  fire-proof  by  ceilings  and  floon  of 
arched  masonry. 

"  The  site  on  which  the  building  is  erected,  is  formed  of  matb 
ground,  every  precaution  having  been  used  to  render  the  foundatim 
secure  by  the  introduction  of  iron  ties,  inverted  arcbeSt  and  bearj 
timbering.  The  whole  area  was  excavated  several  feet  below  Ik 
water  level,  large  timbers  were  placed  together,  and  range  I' 
at  right  angles  with  these  laid  several  feet  wider  than  the  r 
walls. 

"This  edifice  was  commenced  in  1636,  and  finished  during  the 
summerof  1838."— JVetD  York  in  1840. 


View  of  the  Penitentiary  on  BladtaelTs  island. 

The  above  ia  a  view  of  the  penitentiary  on  BlackwelTs  iiimi, 
about  four  miles  NE,  of  the  city  hall.  It  is  an  immense  atone  edifieei 
recently  erected,  partly  by  convicts.  The  main  building  ia  four  ttoriet 
high,  Bunnounted  by  a  square  tower ;  the  two  wings,  each  extend- 
ing upwards  of  200  feet  from  the  centre  building,  are  also  Ibor  wtaM 
high.  The  interior  is  fitted  up  with  rooms  for  the  accommodation 
ofue  keepers,  workshops  in  u-liicli  tlie  prisoners  are  obligod  to  labor, 
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and  numerous  cells ;  the  whole  bein^  constructed  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  secure  manner.  Bridewell  is  situated  at  Bellvue,  being 
part  of  the  building  now  used  as  the  female  penitentiary.  Criminals 
convicted  of  petit  larceny^  &c,  are  confined  here ;  also  prisoners 
before  trial.  The  house  of  refuge  is  situated  about  2i  miles  N.  of 
the  city  hall,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the '  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents.'    It  was  incorporated  in  1825. 

**  Banks. — There  are  now  in  the  city  of  New  York  twenty-three 
incorporated  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  920,361,200.  There 
are  also  incorporated  in  the  state  of  New  York  seventy-five  other 
banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  916,740,260,  making  in  all  ninety- 
eight  banks,  with  a  total  capital  of  937,101,468.  All  but  eight  of  the 
above  banks  are  subject  to  the  Safety  Fund  Act ;  the  exceptions  are 
the  Manhattan,  Dry  Dock,  Fulton,  North  River,  and  Chemical  banks, 
in  the  city  of  New  York ;  the  Long  Island  Bank,  Brooklyn ;  Com- 
mercial Bank,  Albany ;  and  Bank  of  Rochester,  in  the  city  of  Roch- 
ester. The  Safety  Fund  now  amounts  to  9500,000,  which  is  the 
maximum  provided  by  law.  This  fund  was  created  by  an  annual 
tax  upon  the  Safety  r\ind  BankSy  and  in  case  of  the  failure  of  any 
one  or  more  of  them,  it  is  liable  to  be  drawn  on  for  the  deficit 

^  The  banks  are  open  every  day  in  the  year,  from  10  A.  M.  to  3 
P.  M.,  except  Sundays,  Christmas  day.  New  Yearns  day,  the  Fourth 
ef  Joly,  ana  eeneral  holidays  appointed  by  legal  authority,  and  the 
Bank  of  New  York  on  GooA  Fridays. 

«  ^  The  rate  of  discount  is  6  per  cent  per  annum,  (calculating  360 
days  to  the  year,)  excepting  when  notes  have  over  60  days  tcr  run. 
Three  days'  grace  are  allowed  on  all  notes,  and  the  discount  taken 
for  the  same.  When  notes  have  over  60  days  to  run,  the  banks  have 
the  privilege  of  charging  7  per  cent*' 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  great  fire  in  1835,  by  which  it 
is  estimated  that  about  twenty  millions  worth  of  property  was  de* 
stroyed. 

**  One  of  the  most  alanning  and  destructive  fires  ever  known  in  this  hemisphere,  broke 
out  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  16th,  1835,  in  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Crawford  dt 
Aadmwty  atnate  No.  25  Merchant-street,  in  this  city,  which  in  a  short  time  raged  with 
manth  jntiiMity  as  to  defy  the  exertions  of  the  firemen,  and  others,  who  with  equal  seal  and 
pronpitod*  were  quickly  on  the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  stopping  its  ravages.  The  inutility 
of  in  aid  waa,  however,  soon  perceptible,  and  all  that  could  be  done,  was  to  remove  what 
eoidd  ift  hstti  be  got  together,  to  such  places  as  were  deemed  bejrood  the  reach  of  the  de- 
Touring  ekment.  With  this  impression,  an  immense  quantity  of  goods  were  placed,  for 
safety  from  buildings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fire,  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange  and 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  where  it  was  presumed  they  would  remain  free  from  danger : 
das !  the  fiitility  of  human  speculation ;  but  a  short  time  had  elapsed  firom  the  time  of  such 
deposit  to  the  whole  being  enveloped  in  flames,  and  these  splendid  buildings  were  soon 
vadueed  to  a  heap  of  ashes.  The  power  of  man  waa  finitleesly  employed  in  attempts  to 
■cay  its  impetuosity,  which  every  minute  increased  in  the  moat  alarming  manner,  spreading 
in  an  directions,  and  causing  the  utmost  dismay  and  consternation  through  the  whole  dty 
Any  attempt  to  convejr  to  the  mind  a  fiuthfiil  description  of  the  awfully  grand  scene  that  pra- 
•ented  itaatf  to  the  view  of  those  who  were  wttnessea  of  this  dreadful  catastrophe,  must  oi 
necesMty  be  very  feeble. 

**  The  mocning  of  the  17th  of  December,  1835,  opened  upon  New  York  with  a  scene 
^  devastation  around,  sufficient  to  dismay  the  stoutest  heart.  The  fine  range  of  buildinga 
and  splendid  stores  in  Exchange  place,  Merchant^treet,  and  all  the  a4Joining  streets  down 
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to  the  river,  lay  literally  levelled  to  the  earth,  with  their  contanlB  conwimud;  die  Mm. 
chants*  Exchange  and  Poet-office  entirely  destroyed — ^the  whole  one  heap  of  smoking  luiM. 

**  A  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  devastation  may  bs  fonned  from  the  ki 
lowing  account,  which  appeared  the  next  morning  in  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

**  iSouth^trcct  is  burned  down  from  Wall^truet  to  Coenties  alip.  FronLstraet  ii  buracd 
down  from  Wall^rcet  to  Coenties  slip.  Pearl^treet  is  burned  down  from  WalLatreet  to 
Coeniies  alley,  and  was  there  stopped  by  blowing  up  a  building.  Scons^treel  is  burned 
down  from  William^treet  to  No.  39  on  the  one  side  and  No.  10  on  die  ochsr.  'Btunt. 
street  is  burned  down  half  way  to  Broad^treet.  fixchange  place  is  burned  down  frooi 
Hanover^rreet  to  within  three  doors  of  Broad^street ;  here  the  flames  were  stoppsd  by 
blowing  up  a  house.  William^treet  Lb  burned  down  from  Wall^treet  to  Sooth  strse^  both 
sides  of  the  way.  Market-house  down.  Wall^treet  is  burned  down  on  the  MNdh  fide, 
from  Wiliiam^troet  to  South^treet,  with  the  exception  of  51,  53,  65,  57,  59,  61« 
this  office.    All  tlie  streets  and  alleys  within  the  above  limits  are  destroyed. 

**  The  following  will  be  found  a  tolerably  accurate  statement  of  the  nomber 
stores  now'  levelled  with  the  ground  :  26  on  Water-street,  37  on  SonthsireeC,  80  on  TnaL 
street,  62  on  Exchange  place,  44  on  WillianMtreet,  16  on  Coenties  ^p,  3  on  HsMver 
square,  20  on  Gouvemeur's  lane,  20  on  Cuyler's  alley,  79  on  Peail^scrseC,  76  on  Waier. 
street,  16  on  Hanover-street,  31  on  Exchange-street,  33  on  Old  slip,  40  on  8tone.street, 
23  on  Beaver-street,  10  on  Jones*  lane,  38  on  Mill^treet ; — ^Total,  674. 

**  Six  hundred  and  seventy.four  tenements.  By  far  the  greater  part  in  the  occupacy  of 
our  largest  shipping  and  wholesale  drygoods  merchants,  and  filled  with  the  richest  prodocis 
of  every  portion  of  the  globe.  How  estimate  the  immense  loss  sostained,  or  the  £eaiAd 
consequences  to  the  general  prosperity  7 

*'  Of  the  Merchants*  Exchange  nothing  but  its  marble  walls  remain  standing. 

"  Three  or  four  vesseb  lying  at  the  wharves  on  South-street  were  slightly  ii^ured  in  tbni 
yards  and  rigging.    They  were  all  hauled  out  into  the  river  as  soon  as  pimcticsbie. 

**  A  detachment  of  marines  from  the  navy.yard  under  LieuL  Reynolds,  and  of  lailaa 
under  Capt.  Mix  of  the  navy,  arrived  on  the  spot  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning*  They 
rendered  most  valuable  service.  The  gunpowder  brought  from  the  magasine  atBLed  hosk 
was  partly  under  their  charge. 

**  The  cold  during  the  whole  time  was  excessive ;  the  thermometer  at  zeio.  It  may  W 
easily  supposed  that  this  greatly  paraljrzed  the  exertion  of  the  firemen.  One  asok  ante 
its  effects,  and  was  with  difficulty  resuscitated. 

**  Two  companies,  with  their  engines,  arrived  here  from  Newark,  and  rendered  ve^ 
material  assistance. 

"  The  passengers  in  the  steamboat  coming  down  the  river,  saw  the  flames  fitsn  the 
Highlandit,  forty.five  miles  distant,  and  such  was  the  violence  of  the  gale,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  the  fire,  that  burning  embers  were  carried  across  the  Ekist  river  to  Brooklyn  and 
set  fire  to  the  roof  of  a  house  there,  which  was  however  speedily  extinguished. 

**  Strong  bodies  of  cavalry  and  volunteer  in&ntry  were  patrolling  the  streets  near  the  fiic, 
and  preserved  perfect  order  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  depredations.** 

Columbia  college,  (formerly  King's  college,)  is  situated  on  a  beau- 
tiful square  between  Murray,  Barclay,  Church,  and  Chapel  streets, 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  It  was  established  under  a  royal  charter 
in  1754,  which  has  been  confirmed  by  various  acts  of  the  legislature 
since  the  revolution. 

"  There  are  two  literary  societies  connected  vrith  the  college, 
composed  of  students  and  graduates — ^viz,  the  Peithologian  and  die 
Philokxian  societies. 

**  There  is  also  connected  with  the  college,  a  grammar  school^ 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  trustees,  and  under  the  direction  of  F^ 
fessor  Anthon,  as  rector.  The  school  is  composed  of  upwards  of 
200  hundred  scholars,  and  instruction  is  given  in  all  brancnes  neces- 
sary for  admission  into  any  college,  or  for  the  counting-houae. 

'*  Eight  instructers  are  constantly  employed,  besides  one  teacher  in 
French,  one  in  Spanish,  and  one  in  German  and  Italian.  There  is 
also  a  primary  scnool  attached  to  this  institution,  in  wJiich  boys  from 
five  to  ten  years  are  prepared  for  the  more  advanced  classec 
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View  of  the  CuHomhoKse,  WaUstreet. 

**  Bv  a  statute  of  Columbia  college,  the  corporatioD  of  the  city  of 

New  Yoii;  the  trustees  of  the  New  York  Public  School  Society,  the 

trostee*  or  directors  of  the  Clinton  Hall  Association,  of  the  Mercantile 

library  Assodation,  and  of  the  Mechanic  and  Scientific  Institutions, 

tbe  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  and  such  other 

jkltDcieties  as  the  board  of  trustees  may  from  time  to  time  de»gnate, 

F  im  each  entitled  to  have  always  two  studenta  educated  in  tbe  collie 

Fr  ftee  of  all  charges  of  tuition.     Every  religious  denomination  in  tne 

^   city  is  also  entitled  to  have  one  student,  who  may  be  designed  for  tbe 

[    ministry,  educated  free  of  all  charges.     And  every  school,  from 

f  -Vhich  there  shall  be  admitted  in  any  one  year  into  the  college  four 

students,  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  scholar,  to  be  educated 

cratoitously.     In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  privilege  in  regard  to 

Ute  common  schools  in  the  city,  twelve  scholars  at  one  time  receive 

gratuitous  instruction  in  the  grammar  school  preparatory  to  their 

entering  the  college." 

Tbe  above  is  a  view  of  the  new  customhouse  as  seen  from  Wall- 
MreeL  This  structure  surpasses  any  building  of  its  size  in  the 
world,  both  in  the  beauty  of  its  design  and  the  durability  of  its  con- 
atmction.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  200  feet  long,  by  90 
wide;  and  about  SO  feet  in  height  from  the  bottom  of  the  foundation 
wall  to  tbe  top.  Brick,  granite,  and  marble  are  used  in  the  conatruc- 
titnt;  mil  the  innde  walls  are  of  brick,  with  the  exception  of  those  in  the 
TOtnnda,  which  are  of  marble.  The  steps  and  stairs  throughout  are 
if  a  lig^-colored  granite,  employed  for  the  sake  of  durability.  At 
the  extremity  of  the  entrance  hall  is  the  rotunda,  or  large  circular 
^fwrtment  to  be  used  as  the  collector's  office.  This  is  a  moat  splen- 
iuroom;  theroof  is  supported  by  lebeautiiiil  marble  columns,  high- 
ly polished  with  Corinthian  capitals,  30  feet  high,  and  2  feet  8  inches 
hi  diameter.  The  diameter  of  the  Rotunda  is  60  feet  in  the  clear, 
•Dd  SO  feet  in  the  recesses.    The  largest  bloc^  of  marble  used  m 
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the  building  weigh  thirty-three  tons.  The  marble  slabs  for  the  roof 
weigh  300  or  400  pounds,  and  lap  over  each  other  eight  inches  with 
an  upper  and  an  under  lip,  to  allow  of  the  expansive  power,  and  to 
keep  out  the  least  particle  of  water.  The  entire  outside  of  this 
splendid  edifice  is  of  marble,  with  the  exception  of  the  granite  steps. 
There  is  not  a  particle  of  wood  work  in  any  part  of  the  building, 
and  it  is  probably  the  only  structure  in  the  world  that  has  been  erect- 
ed so  entirely  fire-proof  This  elegant  edifice  was  commenced  in 
May,  1834,  and  finished  in  May,  1841.  The  cost,  ground  inclusive, 
was  91,175,000 — building  alone,  9950,000.  The  architect  is  Mr. 
John  Frazee,  and  it  will  probably  remain  for  ages  a  monument  of  his 
skill. 

The  number  of  officers  employed  in  the  customhouse  is  854,  of 
whom  nearly  200  are  inspectors.  The  amount  of  duties  received  for 
the  last  three  years  has  been  as  follows,  viz : — 

1838 $10,494,055  34 

1839 13,970,332  49 

1840 7,557,441  36 

The  old  city  or  Federal  Hall  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Cus- 
tomhouse. It  was  in  its  gallery  on  Wall-street,  on  April  80th,  1789, 
that  George  Washington  was  inaugurated  the  first  I^iesident  of  the 
United  States.  The  annexed  account  of  this  ceremony  is  fincmi  Sptrks' 
Life  of  Washington : — 

'*  A  committee  of  congress,  consisting  of  three  members  of  the 
Senate  and  five  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  appointed  to 
meet  him  in  New  Jersey  and  attend  him  to  the  city  of  pfew  York. 
To  Elizabethtown  Point  came  many  other  persons  of  distinction,  and 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  government  He  was  there 
received  in  a  barge,  splendidly  fitted  up  for  the  occasion,  and  rowed 
by  thirteen  pilots  in  white  uniforms.  This  was  followed  by  vessels 
and  boats,  fancifully  decorated,  and  crowded  with  spectators.  When 
the  President's  barge  came  near  to  the  city,  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns 
was  fired  from  the  vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  from  the  battery.  At  the 
landing  he  was  again  saluted  by  a  discharge  of  artillery,  and  was 
joined  by  the  governor  and  other  ofiicers  of  the  state,  and  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city.  A  procession  was  then  formed,  headed  by  a 
long  military  train,  which  was  followed  by  the  principal  officers  of 
the  state  and  city,  the  clergy,  foreign  ministers,  and  a  great  con- 
course of  citizens.  The  procession  advanced  to  the  house  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  President.  The  day  was  passed  in  festivity 
and  joy,  and  in  the  evening  the  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated. 

'*  The  first  public  act  of  the  President  was  that  of  taking  the  oath 
of  office.  It  was  decided  by  congress,  that  this  should  be  done  with 
some  ceremony.  In  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed,  April  80th, 
at  9  o'clock,  religious  services  suited  to  the  occasion  were  performed 
in  all  the  churches  of  the  city.  At  twelve  the  troops  paraded  before 
the  President's  door,  and  soon  afterward  came  tne  conmiittees  of 
congress  and  the  heads  of  depaij^ments  in  carriages,  to  attend  him  to 
the  Federal  Hall,  where  the  two  houses  of  congress  were  assembled. 
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The  procesnon  moved  forward  with  the  troops  in  front,  next  the 
eommitteea  and  headi  <rf'  departments,  then  the  nendent  in  a  coach 
■lone,  ^owed  br  tfao  foreign  ministers,  civil  officers  ef  the  state,  and 
dtizens.  Arrivecl  at  the  mH,  he  ascended  to  the  senate  chamber, 
and  passed  thence  to  a  balcony  in  front  of  the  house,  where  the  oath 
■vraM  administered  to  him  in  presence  of  the  people  by  Chancellor 
Livingston.  The  {Resident  returned  to  the  senate  chamber,  in  the 
midst  of  toud  acclamations  from  the  suirounding  Uirong  of  spectators, 
md  delivered  to  the  two  branches  of  congress  his  inaugural  speech. 
Re  then  went  on  foot  to  St.  Paul's  church,  where  layers  were  read 
by  the  bishop,  and  the  ceremonies  were  closed.  Tokms  of  joy  were 
everywhere  exhibited,  as  on  the  day  of  his  arrival,  and  at  night  tfaoa 
was  a  dis}^y'of  illuminations  and  fire-woiia." 


Merck4atfi  Exchange,  WaU-slreeL 


This  structure,  now  erecting  and  nearly  com]deted,  is  in  part  on 
the  site  of  the  Exchange  buildmg  destroyed  by  the  grc^t  fire  of  De- 
cember, 1889,  and  embraces  all  the  ground  between  William  and  Wall 
vtreeta.  Exchange  place,  and  Hanover-street,  covering  the  entire  block. 
The  dimensions  are  19S  feet  on  Wall-street,  171  on  WilKam-^treet, 
144  on  Hanover-street,  and  196  feet  on  Exchange  place.  It  is  77  feet 
high  to  the  top  of  the  cornice,  and  124  feet  from  the  foundation  wall 
to  the  top  of  the  dome.  , 

The  building  when  finished  will  be  of  the  Grecian  Ionic  style  of 
architecture,  tlw  exterior  of  which  will  be  constructed  of  blue  Quin- 
cy  granite,  in  the  most  chaste  and  durable  manner.  In  front,  on 
WaR-street,  will  be  a  recessed  portico,  with  18  massive  columns,  88 
feetinboghL  The  {HDcess  of  quarrying  is  curious.  The  quarry  is  in 
in  the  nde  of  a  hill ;  the  ends  of  a  block  of  granite  are  cleared,  a  row  of 
botes  are  drilled  in  a  strught  line,  wedges  are  inserted,  and  an  enormous 
|Kece  of  stone  weighing  from  800  to  400  tons  la  thus  wedged  off  with 
ease.  Each  of  im  columns  for  the  portico  weigh  about  90  tons  in 
the  rough,  uid  five  men  with  a  simple  apparatus  draw  it  out  of  the 
quarry  m  two  or  three  days  to  the  jJace  where  the  workmen  stand 
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View  cf  the  New  York  Univertitjf. 

ready  to  hammer-dress  it  The  fair  market  price  of  one  of  Ack 
columns  is  96,000 ;  but  the  Exchange  company  pay  only  43^000  for 
them,  delivered  in  New  York.  These  columns  viUi  but  ooe  excep- 
tion, (that  of  a  church  at  St.  Petersburg,)  are  the  largest  in  the  mrid, 
being  38  feet  in  heieht,  and  4  feet  4  Inches  in  diameter ;  and  each  of 
the  columns,  includmg  the  base,  cap,  and  shaf^  weighs  43  tona.  The 
eichanee  room  or  rotunda  is  a  most  magnificent  apartment,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  building.  The  height  of  it  to  the  spring  of  the  dome  is  &1 
feet,  and  above  this  the  dome  is  30  feet  high  j  the  whole  to  be  sur- 
mounted by  tt  lantern  sky-light  37  feet  diameter,  and  6  feet  high.  The 
floor  is  to  be  of  fine  marble — its  diameter  is  80  feet  in  the  clear,  aixl 
100  feet  in  the  rccessca,  forming  an  area  of  7000  square  feet,  which 
it  is  estimated  will  hold  3000  persons.  The  dome  is  partly  support- 
ed by  eight  polished  Italian  marble  columns  with  Corinthian  capitals, 
executed  in  Italy ;  these  are  4]  feet  in  height,  including  the  cap  and 
base,  and  4  feet  8  inches  in  diameter.  There  will  also  be  many  rotKos 
for  the  accommodation  of  public  and  private  offices,  so  constructed 
as  to  be  entirely  fire-proof,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Isaiah 
Rogers,  the  architect  of  the  building.  The  cost  of  the  structure  will 
be  about  92,000^000. 

The  above  is  a  view  of  the  New  York  University,  built  in  the  col- 
legiate gothic  style,  situated  on  the  cast  side  of  Washington  square. 
This  institution  was  chartered  in  1831,  and  opened  for  the  receptioo 
of  students  in  1632.     The  number  of  students  in  1840  was  364. 

"  This  building  has  just  been  completed,  after  a  labor  of  several 

J  rears ;  it  is  oneliundrcd  feet  wide,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  feel 
ong.  In  front  this  oblon?  is  divided  into  five  parta — a  central  build- 
ing, with  wings  flanked  by  towers,  one  rising  on  each  of  the  four 
comers  of  the  edifice.  This  central  building  or  chapel  is  superior  to 
tlie  rest  in  breadth,  height,  and  character ;  and  is  somewhat  similar 
to  that  of  King's  college,  Cambridge,  England ;  a  masterpiece  of 
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pointed  srdiitectiire,  and  the  model  for  succeeding  ages.  It  ii  fifty' 
five  feet  broad,  and  eighty-five  feet  deep,  incltu&ig  the  octangular 
turrets,  one  of  vhich  rues  at  each  of  the  four  comen.  The  two 
ends  are  gabled,  and  are,  as  well  as  the  sides,  crowned  with  an  em- 
battled parapet  The  chapel  will  receive  its  principal  light  from  a 
'window  in  toe  western  end.  This  window  is  twenty-four  feet  wide, 
and  fifty  high.  It  has  eight  lights  and  two  embatded  transoms.  The 
heads  of  the  lights  are  cinque-foiled  in  a  plain  arch,  and  the  divisions 
abora  are  qnatre-foiled.  Over  the  head  of  the  window  is  a  drip- 
0Mb,  with  pltdn  returns.  From  the  central  building,  or  chapel,  wings 
pnrieet  right  and  left,  and  are  four  stories  in  height,  flanked  oy  towers 
ot  aW,  fupported  by  angular  buttresses  of  two  stages,  runnins  above 
•a  n^atUed  parapet,  and  are  at  the  top  themselves  embatUed.    The 
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inndows  in  th%  wings  have  square  heads,  with  two  lights,  a  plain 
transom,  and  ^e  upper  division  tre-foiled.  The  heads  of  the  win- 
dows are  labelled,  end  have  idiun  returns.  The  lower  range  of  win- 
dows is  set  on  a  tablet,  which  serves  as  a  base,  and  the  two  ranges 
above  are  set  on  strings,  which  return  around  the  turrets,  and  stop 
against  the  buttresses.  The  principal  entrance  is  under  the  great 
western  window,  through  a  richly*  moulded  and  deeply  recessed 
porta],  flanked  by  buttresses  of  two  stages,  the  upper  stage  set  di- 
agcmally.  and  rismg  above  an  embattled  parapet  The  doors  are  of 
oak,  richly  pannelled,  end  filled  with  tracery  of  open  work,  closely 
studded  with  bronze." 

"  7%e  New  York  Institution  for  the  itutrui^on  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb,  was  incorporated  in  1817,  and  commenced  operations  under  its 
charter,  by  opening  a  school  for  the  reception  of  pupils  on  the  12th 
day  of  May,  1818.  Until  the  spring  of  1629,  the  school  was  held  in 
the  blading  now  called  the  new  City  HalL  At  that  time  the  pujrils 
were  transferred  to  a  large  building  erected  for  the  purposes  of  the 
inatitntioQi  on  Fllliedi-street  and  the  Fourth  Avenue,  three  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  City  Hall.  Communication  between  the  institution 
and  the  city  is  rendered  very  easy,  by  the  cars  which  pass  on  the 
Harlnm  railroad,  (Fourth  Avenoej  every  fifteen  or  twenty  nunutes 
io  both  dJieetionB. 
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^  The  principal  buildixi^  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  the  institutiaii^ 
is  one  hundred  and  ten  feiet  by  sixty,  in  the  dimensions  of  its  jdan, 
and  five  stories  in  height,  including  the  basement  It  accommodate^ 
with  some  inconvenience,  the  number  of  pupils  which  the  institution 
embraces  at  present,  with  the  teachers,  the  family  of  the  principal, 
and  such  other  persons  as  are  needed  to  assist  in  conducting  tne  amirs 
of  the  establishment 

*'  The  original  charter  of  the  institution  being  about  to  expire  by 
limitation  on  the  first  da^  of  April,  1837,  it  was  extended  by  the  le 
gislature,  in  the  spring  oi  1836,  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 

**  The  number  of  pupils  who  were  members  of  the  institution  ia 
1840,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-two.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of 
these  are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  state  of  New  York,  six 
at  the  expense  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  twelve  by  the  city  au- 
thorities, one  by  the  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Dutchess,  twelve 
by  the  funds  of  the  institution,  and  the  rest  by  their  parents  or  friends.' 

The  New  York  institution  for  the  blind. — This  institution  contaiiji 
about  fifty  blind  pupils,  who,  in  addition  to  the  school  exercises,  are 
employed  in  making  baskets,  mats,  ruffs,  carpetiiu^,  and  in  braiding 
palm-leaf  hats.    They  are  also  taught  mstrumentaland  vocal  music 

The  New  York  Historical  Society,  established  in  1809,  by  private 
contribution  and  legislative  assistance*  possesses  a  library  ot  about 
10,000  volumes,  valuable  manuscripts,  coins,  &c.  The  Stuyvesant 
Institute  was  organized  in  1834,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  by 
means  of  popular  lectures,  to  establish  a  cabinet  of  natural  history, 
library,  &c.  The  American  Lyceum^  for  the  promotion  of  education, 
was  founded  in  1831.  The  Pfew  York  Society  Library  was  estab- 
lished in  1754,  and  has  35,000  volumes.  The  Apprentices^  Library 
was  established  by  the  General  Society  of  MecnaijR»  and  Trades- 
men in  1821,  and  has  about  12,000  volumes. 

The  Mercantile  Library  Association. — This  noble  institution  was  es- 
tablished in  1821,  since  which  time  it  has  gone  on  gradually  and 
steadily  increasing,  until  it  now  numbers  8,500  members,  and  a  Mfksh 
did  library  of  22,^0  volumes,  yfith  an  annual  income  of  about  MyOOO. 
Connected  with  the  library  are  extensive  readine-roomSt  wbidi  aie 
supplied  with  all  the  principal  American  and  foreign  periodicals. 
Lectures  are  regularly  given  by  those  distinguished  in  the  varioiif 
departments  of  science  or  literature.  Classes  are  also  formed  for 
instruction,  and  the  facilities  here  given  at  a  trifling  expense  to  the 
clerk  for  acquiring  a  finished  mercantile  education,  are  unequalled 
perhaps  by  any  similar  institution  in  the  world. 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  was  formed  in  1807,  by 
the  legislature  of  New  York,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  regenti 
of  the  University,  by  whose  immediate  government  it  is  controlled. 
The  New  York  Eye  Infirmary  was  founded  in  1^20;  since  this 
period  about  17,000  persons  have  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  been 
under  the  care  of  the  surgeons  of  this  institution.  The  New  York 
Hospital  was  founded  in  1771,  by  the  earl  of  Dunmore,  the  govenor 
of  the  colony.    This  institution  has  an  annual  revenue  from  various 
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■onrces  of  about  $68,000,  the  larger  portion  of  which  is  annually 
expended.  The  Bloomingdale  Asylum  for  the  inaane  is  pleasantly 
ntuated  near  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  distant  7  miles  from  the 
city,  and  has  attached  to  it  40  acres  of  land,  laid  out  in  gardens, 
[Measure  grounds,  &.c,  well  adapted  for  the  unfortunate  inmates. 

The  American  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  in  Barclay-street,  was  incor- 
porated  in  1808.  Napoleon,  while  first  consul,  presented  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, our  ambassador  to  France,  with  a  valuable  collection  of 
casts,  engravings,  &c.,  for  this  institution,  which  may  be  seen  by  the 
public  during  Sie  season  of  exhibition.  The  National  Academy  of 
iktign  was  instituted  in  1826.  It  is  enriched  with  many  produc- 
tions of  American  arL  It  has  professorships  of  Painting,  Anatomy, 
Sculpture,  and  JSf ythology. 

The  number  of  churches  in  the  city  is  one  hundred  and  fifty,  com- 
prised in  the  annexed  UsL 


Gothic  (late  Masonic)  Hall,  Broadway. 

This  building,  lately  the  head-quarters  of  the  Whig  party  in  this 
dty,  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway,  about  60  rods  north  of 
the  Park.  The  foundation  was  commenced  on  St.  John's  day,  24th 
June,  1826;  when  the  comer-stone  was  laid  with  all  due  ceremony 
by  the  craft,  in  presence  of  thousands  of  citizens.  It  was  finished  in 
the  subsequent  year ;  the  whole  cost  being  tSOtOOO.  The  building 
has  lately  undergone  some  alterations  internally,  and  the  name  been 
chan;^  to  that  of  Gothic  Hall. 


View  of  Ta/nmany  Hall*  and  the  at^tnning  bitildiTtgj. 


The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  Tammany  Hall  and  the  adja- 
cent buildings  as  they  appear  from  the  southern  wing  of  the  City 
Hall.  Tammany  Hall  has  acquired  considerable  celebrity  from 
being  the  head-quarters  of  the  democratic  pany.  The  otlier  build- 
ings seen  on  this  block  are  mostly  newspaper  establishments :  "  The 
Sun,"  '■  New  Era,"  "  Brother  Jonathan,"  the  **  Tattler,"  and  some 
others  ate  published  here.  The  office  of  the  Sun,  a  daily  paper,  it 
on  the  corner  of  the  block.  This  ia  the  oldest  penny  paper  in  the 
city,  having  been  commenced  towards  the  close  of  1833,  on  a  medium 
sheet,  by  Dny  and  Wisner.  Two  or  three  months  afterward  the 
Transcript  was  begun  of  the  same  size,  by  Hayward,  Lynde,  and 
Stanley.  The  Herald,  by  J.  G.  Bennet,  was  the  next  living  peonr 
publication :  it  was  started  in  1835.  The  New  Era,  by  Locke  anil 
Price,  followed  in  1836.  From  5,000  to  30,000  copiesof  someof  die 
penny  papers  are  sold  daily.  A  large  proportion  of  these  go  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  take  no  other  paper ;  and  who,  were  it  not  for  their 

■  This  niinr  ia  df  HtfiI  from  an  Indian  cbicf  or  Mint,  who  is  mppoaed  to  ht-ie  ban 
■live  u  lile  u  the  yeu  1580.  Mr.  Heckwetder,  in  his  Hiilut;,  ufi  that  all  ihil  is  luawB 
of  him  is  "  thit  he  was  ■  Delaware  chief,  who  never  bad  liia  equal.  The  fama  of  lUi 
great  man  exirnded  even  among  the  whitea,  who  fiibricated  numeniiu  legends  n-q)ecttBf 
him,  which  I  never  heurd,  however,  from  the  mouth  of  an  Indian,  and  Iherafore  beliara  to 
be  fibuJoui.  In  the  revoluuonnry  war,  his  enlhnsiaatic  admiren  dnbbad  him  a  Mint,  anl 
he  was  eatablished,  under  the  name  of  St.  Thmmatiy,  the  patroD  saint  of  Amniea.  Ki 
name  wu  inserted  in  some  cslendan,  and  hi*  festival  celebrated  on  the  lint  da^  of  Uaf  ia 
ever;  jmr.  On  that  dar  a  numerous  tociety  of  bia  volariea  walked  togelhei  in  pinctsncM 
through  the  street!  of  Philadelphia,  their  hats  decorated  with  bucks'  taila,  and  ftaetniii  M 
a  handsome  rural  place  out  of  town,  which  thef  callad  the  winBam;  where,  after  a  Itug 
talk,  or  Indian  speech  had  been  deUvered,  and  the  calumet  oT  peace  and  (rieodship  hd 
been  duly  imokad,  tbef  qmot  the  day  in  fsslirity  and  nunh." 
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iilMi]innM.  woold  be  dntitote,  in  •  greet  meuure,  of  oomct  infomia* 
liott  mpeetnig  public  eroDU.  It  i«  eitimatod  that  about  680,000 
nmnqftpara  ue  ifmod  in  the  citjr  every  week«  md  in  the  counp  of 
jNm  jreiT  iqnnuxb  <tf  thirty-two  nuUkni. 


7U  BaUerjf,  md  Ca^e  6ardni. 

"  TsB  Battbet. — This  beautifiil  promenade  ia  titnated  at  the  nuth- 
nwt  end  of  the  island,  and  junction  of  the  North  and  East  riven, 
•nd  possesses  attrectiona  unsurpassed,  perhaps,  by  any  other  similar 
place  of  resort  in  the  world,  justly  commanding  the  admiration  of 
every  visiter.  It  is  in  full  view  of  the  bay  and  surrounding  scenery 
of  iJoflg  Island,  Staten  Island,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Islands  in  ttie 
harbor.  From  no  one  point  can  a  better  idea  be  formed  of  the  mag^ 
aitude  of  the  commerce  of  the  city;  the  numerous  ships,  steam- 
boats, and  small  vessels,  that  are  constantly  enteiing  and  departing 
$K>m  the  port,  forming  a  scene  of  stirring  interest  Of  the  bay  itsei( 
we  deem  it  appropriate  in  this  place  to  quote  the  language  of  a  lata 
£n^ish  tourist. 

** '  I  have  never  seen  the  bay  of  Naples,  I  can  therefore  make  do 
ennpaiison ;  but  my  imagination  is  incapable  of  conceiving  any  thing 
nore  beantilul  than  the  urbor  oi  Hev  York.  Various  and  lovely 
ara  the  objects  which  meet  the  eye  on  every  side ;  but  the  naming 
than  wouM  only  be  to  give  a  Ust  of  words,  without  conveying  the 
bbitest  idea  of  ue  scene.  I  doubt  if  even  the  pencil  of  Turner  could 
do  it  justice,  bright  and  glorious  as  it  rose  upcm  us.  We  seemed  to 
enter  the  harbor  of  New  York  upon  waves  of  liquid  gold ;  and  as 
we  dashed  past  the  neen  iales  which  rise  from  its  bosom  like  guar- 
dian sentioMs  of  the  fair  city,  the  setting  sun  stretched  hie  horizontal 
beams  further  and  Airtber,  at  each  moment,  as  if  to  point  out  to  us 
wme  new  glory  in  the  landscape.' 

"  The  Battery  extends  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  from 
Ae  termination  of  Broadway,  Greoiwich,  and  Washington  streets,  on 
die  northwest,  to  Whitehall-street,  <xi  the  east,  covenng  an  area  of 
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nearly  11  acres,  and  laid  out  in  grass-plots  and  gravel  walks,  shade! 
with  trees.  The  exterior,  fronting  the  harbor,  is  built  up  with  hewn 
stone ;  and  on  this  side  is  a  paved  walk,  with  stone  posts  connected  i 
with  a  neat  open  railing.  An  expensive  iron  railing,  with  gateways  i 
extends  along  the  interior  front"  1 

^  Originally  this  point  of  land  was  fortified  by  the  Dutch,  wi»  1 
threw  up  embankments,  upon  which  they  placed  some  peces  of  I 
cannon.  '  In  process  of  time,'  says  Knickerbocker,  '  it  came  to  be  ] 
pleasantly  overrun  by  a  verdant  carpet  of  grass  and  clover,  and 
their  high  embankments  overshaded  by  wide*spreading  sycamores, 
among  whose  foliage  the  little  birds  sported  about,  rejoicing  the  ear 
with  their  melodious  notes.  The  ola  burghers  would  repair  of  as 
afternoon  to  smoke  their  pipes  under  the  shade  of  their  branches, 
contemplating  the  golden  sun,  as  he  gradually  sunk  in  the  west,  an 
emblem  of  that  tranquil  end  towards  which  themselves  were  hasten- 
ing ;  while  the  young  men  and  the  daipsels  of  the  town  would  take 
many  a  moonlight  stroll  amon^  these  favorite  haunts,  watching  the 
chaste  Cynthia  tremble  alon^  tne  calm  bosom  of  the  bay,  or  lisnt  up 
the  white  sail  of  some  glidmg  bark,  and  interchanging  the  honest 
vows  of  constant  afiection.  Such  was  the  origin  of  that  renowned 
walk,  the  Battery^  which  though  ostensibly  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  war,  has  ever  been  consecrated  to  the  sweet  delights  of  peace: 
The  favorite  walk  of  declining  age ;  the  healthful  resort  of  the  feeble 
invalid ;  the  Sunday  refreshment  of  the  dustv  tradesman ;  the  scene 
of  many  a  boyish  gambol ;  the  rendezvous  of  many  a  tender  assigna- 
tion ;  the  comfort  of  the  citizen ;  the  ornament  of  New  York,  and 
the  pride  of  the  lovely  island  of  Mannahatta.' " 

•*  Castle  Gaeden. — On  a  mole,  connected  with  the  Battery  by  a 
bridge,  is  situated  Castle  Garden,  originally  erected  for  a  fortificatioBi 
and  used  for  that  purpose  until  1823,  when  it  was  ceded  by  the 
United  States  to  the  corporation  of  this  city,  since  which  it  has  been 
leased  for  a  place  of  public  amusement  or  recreation.  On  the  top  of 
the  walls,  a  walk,  covered  by  an  awning,  has  been  constructed,  nom 
whence  a  fine  view  of  the  harbor  and  adjacent  scenery  is  obtained* 
Within  the  walls  over  ten  thousand  people  may  be  accommodated, 
and  concerts  and  fireworks  are  occasionally  given.'' 

**  Vauxhall  Gaeden — Is  situated  near  the  junction  of  the  Bowery 
and  Broadway,  fronting  on  the  former,  and  is  at  present  a  place  of 
great  resort  in  summer.  On  the  evenings  of  public  days,  fireworks 
and  other  entertainments  are  exhibited ;  but  by  the  late  improve- 
ments in  that  part  of  the  city,  particularly  by  the  extension  of  Lafay- 
ette place  through  the  garden,  its  dimensions  have  been  much  let- 
seneo. 

NiELo's  Gaeden — Is  one  of  the  most  fashionable  places  of  resort 
in  the  city,  during  the  summer  months.  It  has  been  laid  out  with 
ffreat  taste,  and  when  open  to  the  public,  is  handsomely  lij^ted,  and 
decorated  with  paintings,  mirrors,  &c.  The  walks  are  bordered 
with  shrubbery  and  flowers  in  great  variety.    Fireworks  are  occft- 
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flionally  exhibited ;  and  in  the  saloon*  which  is  a  very  tasteful  and 
airy  building,  theatrical  and  musical  entertainments  are  given.'' 

''Ambrican  Museum. — This  excellent  institution  was  founded  in 
1810,  by  the  late  John  Scudder,  by  whose  arduous  efforts,  and  the 
persevering  exertions  of  its  more  recent  proprietors,  it  has  arose  to 
Its  present  nigh  standing.  It  continues  daily  to  improve  in  every  de- 
partment, by  extensive  and  valuable  additions  of  the  works  of  nature 
and  artificial  curiosities,  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Its  immense 
collections  are  well  arranged  and  beautifully  displayed  in  four  spa- 
cious saloons,  each  one  hundred  feet  in  length  ;  in  addition  to  which 
another  apartment  has  recently  been  add^d  of  still  larger  dimensions. 
The  Grand  Cosmorama  of  this  establishment  is  truly  a  most  splendid 
affair,  which  for  extent  of  glasses  and  magnificence  of  views,  is  not 
surpassed  in  this  or  anv  other  country;  The  views  embrace  a  great 
variety  of  subjects,  and  were  all  executed  expressly  by  Italian  artists 
of  eminence  in  their  profession.  No  labor  or  expense  has  been 
spared  to  render  this  establishment  well  deserving  a  continuance  of 
that  liberal  and  distinguished  patronage  it  has  always  received. 
The  building  is  very  high,  and  from  its  observatory  may  be  enjoyed 
«ome  of  the  finest  views  in  the  city,  and  of  the  beautifiil  bay  and  sur- 
rounding country.  The  halls  are  well  warmed  and  ventilated,  and 
at  evening  brilliantly  lighted  with  gas,  altogether  forming  a  very  in- 
viting, aCTeeable  lounge,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  place  for  serious 
contemplation  and  amusement,  to  those  who  delight  in  the  study  of 
Ithe  wonderful  works  of  nature. 

**  Pealb's  Museum  and  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts. — This  establish- 
ment was  founded  in  the  year  1825,  and  has  increased  with  aston- 
ishing rapidity.  It  contains  four  spacious  apartments,  which  are 
airanged  in  the  following  order:  The  1st  contains  specimens  of 
Natural  History  in  all  its  branches,  and  its  beauty  of  arrangement, 
and  the  exquisite  style  in  which  the  articles  are  mounted,  renders  it 
one  of  the  most  interesting  places  of  public  amusement  in  the  country. 
The  2d  is  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  Paintings,  by  eminent 
artists,  amongst  which  may  be  particularly  mentioned  a  Portrait  of 
Napoleon,  by  Le  Fevre ;  a  Magdalen,  by  Le  Bron,  together  with 
Portraits  of  at  least  150  celebrated  citizens  and  foreimers.  The  3d 
contains  a  very  superior  Cosmorama,  several  Wax  Figures  of  good 
workmanship.  Fossils,  Shells,  Minerals,  and  Miscellaneous  Curiosities." 

There  are  five  theatres  in  the  city,  viz :  Park  Theatre,  Bowery, 
Chatham,  Little  Drury,  and  Olympic.  The  National  Theatre  was 
burnt  down  the  present  year,  (1841.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  periodical  publications  issued  in  the 
<aty  of  New  York. 

**  Quarterly  publications. — Literary  and  Theological  Review, 
Naval  Magazine,  New  York  Review  and  Quarterly  Church  Journal, 
New  York  Quarterly  Magazine,  Quarterly  Anti-Slavery  Magazine, 
Quarterly  Christian  Spectator,  Tailors'  Magazine,  United  Brethren's 
MiMioaary  Intelligencer. 
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"Monthly  publicationb. — ^American  Monthly  Hsgume,  Aali- 
Slavery  Record,  Children's  Magazine,  Home  Miniooary  and  Putoi^ 
JoumaJ,  Human  Rights,  Journal  of  the  American  Institute,  Knicker- 
bocker Magazine,  Ladies'  Companion,  La  Revue  Francais,  (Prend^ 
Mechanics'  Magazine,  Missionary  Herald,  Mothers'  Maganne,  M» 
chants'  Magazine,  National  Preacher,  New  York  Farmer  and  Anw 
ican  Gardner's  Magazine,  Farley's  Magazine,  Sailor's  MacaiM 
Sunday  School  Visiter,  "Tracl  Magazine,  Youth's  IMend,  Fanily 
Magazine. 


View  of  the  Aslor  House,  Broadway, 

This  splendid  hotel,  furnished  with  magnificence  and  taste,  conw 
ponding  to  its  grandeur  and  simplicity,  is  the  largest  in  the  coontiyi 
if  not  m  the  world.  It  was  erected  by  John  Jacob  Astor,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  about  a  million  of  dollars,  ana  opened  May  31st,  1836.  It 
is  built  of  Quincy  granite,  in  a  style  remarkably  massive,  simple,  ai 
chaste,  fronts  201  feet  on  Broadway,  directly  opposite  the  park,  151 
on  Barclay-street,  and  1461  on  Vesey-street.  It  is  77  feet  m  beighL 
The  dining-room  on  Barclay-street  is  100  feet  by  40,  and  I9i  high. 
The  house  contains  at  times  about  500  persons,  and  the  basement  ii 
distributed  into  stores ;  and  thus  the  establishment  forms  of  itself^  Eks 
the  Palais  Royal  of  Paris,  an  almost  independent  colony. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal,  October 
20th,  1825,  and  the  celebration  of  the  event  in  New  York  city,ii«- 
tracted  from  newspapers  published  at  the  time. 

■■  The  cuial  connKtiiif  the  grent  lakea  of  North  Amrrio  wilh  the  AUulic  On«i^  h 
finwhMJ.  On  Wednndnf,  al  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  watcn  cC  Ltke  Eri«  wan  kdmilld  tt 
Bu^o,  tnd  the  Gm  boat  from  ilie  lake  comtnencad  iia  loftge  to  New  York.  ThmjajU 
event  wu  uinounccd  lo  Ibe  cilkem  of  the  atate  by  ihe  roar  of  cannon  plutud  in  ■  coMB- 
Bed  Um  along  the  banki  of  the  canal  and  of  ihe  Hudaon,  at  interrali  of  about  ei^mili^ 
BDd  elleltdinf  from  BufUo  to  Sandy  Hook,  a  diatance  of  about  544  mile*.  Um  lanw 
wne  fired  in  fueeearion,  caoimancing  at  Buflalo  ai  the  momeot  of  Iha  enlrapee  of  dM  bMl 
into  the  caul,  and  the  intelligenoe  ihni  commimicatrd,  reachwl  Ihia  city  ptcciieir  u  Vno? 
mionlea  paal  eleren  o'clock,  at  wfaid  tiina  ■  national  aahite  vaa  fired  bmi  the  batteix.aBd 
thia  BcknowlHlgeiiienl  that  we  had  receirrd  Ibe  intelligetice  wai  Ihen  unnwdialcl)'  ictmiMd 
Vh*  luiu  line  o(  CBMioa  to  Bu&lo.    Tha  the  wotk  a  finiihrri;  the  Isf^wKnelBi 
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the  world  if  eoinpleted,  «nd  completed  in  the  abort  apaoe  of  eight  yeen,  by  the  tingle  state 
of  New  Yorit,  a  state  which  seventy  yean  ago  was  a  wilderness,  thinly  peopled  by  a  little 
mors  than  100,000  souls.** 

CANAL  CELEBRATION. 

**  The  splendid  exhibition  in  honor  of  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal  took  place  on 
Friday  of  last  week,  Nov.  4th.  For  several  days  previous,  strangers  from  every  part  of  the 
surrounding  country  had  been  crowding  into  the  city  to  witness  the  interesting  event.  The 
day  was  remarkably  pleasant,  and  favorable  for  the  display.  The  following  account 
of  the  ceremonies  which  took  place  is  frxim  the  Daily  Advertiser : — 

**  The  SocietU»4 — The  procession  formed  agreeably  to  arrangement,  and  about  half-past 
ten,  moved  down  the  west  side  of  Greenwich^treet  to  the  battery,  whore  it  wheeled  and 
passed  up  the  east  side  of  Greenwich^treet,  &c.,  in  the  following  order : 

"  At  the  head  were  four  buglcmen  on  horseback,  who  preceded  the — Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Societies,  many  of  whose  members  wore  noeegays^ — The  Journeymen  Tai. 
lofSd — ^The  Butchers,  mounted  and  wearing  aprons,  with  the  banners  of  their  society,  and  S 
cars,  each  drawn  by  4  horses.  The  first  was  covered  with  a  roof,  decorated,  and  contained 
ft  calf  and  a  sheep ;  the  other  a  fine  white  ox  and  4  large  sheep,  and  over  it,  on  a  second 
•tage,  a  scoffed  ox,  with  several  butchers'  boys« — ^The  Tanners*  boys.-*The  Tanners  had  a 
ear  drawn  by  four  horses,  in  which  were  several  men  at  work  tanning  and  currying  leather, 
with  hidee  hanging  overhead.  The  Skinners  followed  with  a  banner,  and  then  came 
anocber  banner  wi&  four  hones,  whore  a  number  of  morocco  dressers  were  at  work  on 
akina  of  all  eolors^ — ^The  Cordwainers  had  also  a  car  drawn  by  4  horses,  on  which  were  6 
or  8  mea  seated  at  their  benches,  making  shoes. — ^The  Hatters*  Society  had  a  large  banner 
with  ft  portrait  of  St.  Clement,  and  a  car  drawn  by  six  horses,  containing  a  shop,  in  which 
eigbt  men  were  at  work  at  the  kettle,  and  others  employed  in  the  different  operations  of 
hat-mahing.  A  great  number  of  small  banners  succeeded,  bearing  the  namca  of  the 
weotem  Lakes,  great  and  small,  and  those  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  western  part  of  the 
■tftte  and  country ;  34  boys  marching  under  the  banners  bearing  *  Washington,*  this  *  United 
States  of  America,*  and  a  portrait  of  Grov.  Clinton,  represented  the  states  of  the  Union. 
In  a  barouche  rode  the  two  oldest  hatters  and  journeymen  hatters  in  the  city.  Banner^— 
*  The  kemrt  is  devoted  to  our  country.* — The  Bakers,  with  white  hats« — The  Journeymen 
Maaone  came  next,  and  then  the  Coopers,  with  a  car  in  which  men  were  at  work  on  bar. 
rels,  &LC4 — ^The  Chairmakers  had  a  large  chair  over  their  banner,  with  two  eagles  following, 
one  large  and  gilt,  with  a  miniature  chair  in  his  mouths — The  Potters  came  next,  and  then 
Ao  Saddlers,  with  a  pair  of  horses  in  harness,  and  3  fine  white  ones  with  ladies',  gentle. 
men's,  and  military  saddles,  all  of  the  most  superb  workmanship.  The  horses  were  led  by 
blacka  in  rich  Moorish  costumes — the  insignia,  implements,  6lc^  followed,  with  a  rocking. 
hone  saddled  and  bridled. — ^The  Shipwrights  had  the  model  of  a  line  of  battle  ship,  mount- 
ed on  wheels,  and  drawn  by  eight  horses.  The  officers  and  crew  were  represented  by  boys 
m  gay  dresses,  and  flags  and  ensigns  were  hoisted  on  board.  A  banner  bore  *  Commeret  i» 
mnrM't  and  a  great  number  of  others  succeeded,  on  which  were  the  names  of  our  distin. 
flushed  naval  commanders.— The  BoaUbuilder's  Association  had  a  model  of  a  boat  borne 
by  a  carrier,  and  another  drawn  by  horses.  A  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  contained  two 
half-finished  boats  of  considerable  size,  at  which  the  workmen  were  employed,  while 
■noke  was  coming  from  the  chimney  where  they  warped  their  plank  and  timber^ — The 
Rope-makers  had  a  ropewalk,  in  which  a  number  of  men  and  boys  wers  employed  in  spin. 
aing  and  laying,  all  drawn  by  four  horses. — ^The  Comb-makers  had  also  a  shop,  and  men  at 
work,  d&c,  and  after  them  came  the  General  Society  of  Mechanics ;  the  Cabinet-makers 
with  specimens  of  furniture,  and  the  Apprentices'  Library  Association. — The  New  York 
Fire  ENspartment  was  repreeented  by  eight  compailies,  Nos.  20,  42,  15, 13,  41,  32,  7,  and 
4,  with  their  engines,  and  several  hook  and  ladder  companies,  vrith  their  implements  raised 
•loft,  and  handsomely  decorated^ — ^The  Printers*  Society  had  a  car  drawn  by  horses,  on 
which  were  mounted  two  presses.  These  were  kept  in  operation,  striking  off  copies  of 
an  Ode,  which  were  distributed  to  the  people  fix>m  the  car^ — ^The  Boolubinders  had  a  laige 
▼olnme  bound  in  red  morocco  and  gilt,  labelled  *  Erie  Canal  Statistics.* — ^Afrer  a  frill  band 
of  muaidana  in  dresses  of  scarlet  and  gold,  came  the  members  of  Columbia  College,  dress- 
cd  in  their  Academic  gowns ;  and  then  a  great  number  of  miHtary  officers,  and  soldiers 
from  the  different  city  companies,  followed  by  the  Society  of  Free  Masons.^ — The  Tin  Plate 
Workers  had  a  car  drawn  by  four  gray  horses,  with  a  model  of  some  of  the  locks  on  the 
canal,— a  Canal  boat,  barge,  &.C.,  made  of  tin. 

**  Aquatic  Froumion* — At  eight  o'clock  the  citizens  were  seen  crowding  in  all  directions 
on  board  the  various  steamboats  which  were  announced  to  compose  the  fleet  which  was  to 
proceed  u>  the  ocean.    The  steamboat  Washington,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Bunker, 
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took  the  lead,  on  board  of  which  the  Hon.  the  Corporation,  with  die  tooetj  of  CinrMwiaii, 
the  Rev.  Clergy,  of  all  denominations,  the  Army  and  Naval  officera  all  the  ooi— la  id 
Foreign  nationa — the  judges  of  all  our  courts  and  many  other  citiiens  and  stnuofen  warn 
guests.  The  steamboats  Fulton,  James  Kent,  Chancellor  lavingston,  and  aevetml  othen 
were  also  employed  by  the  corporation  to  receive  other  gnests,  ail  which  were  filled  with 
our  most  distinguished  ciiizens— The  safety  baiges  Lady  Clinton  and  Ijady  Van  Hemss 
laer,  were  most  tastefully  festooned  with  evergreens  and  flowers,  and  were  exeliisivety  apii 
propriated  to  the  ladies.  At  about  10  o'clock  the  signal  was  given  for  departure,  and  lbs 
boats  all  proceeded  up  the  East  river,  and  formed  in  a  line,  accompanied  by  the  canal  boaa^ 
when  they  wore  round  and  proceeded  down  the  bay.  As  the  fleet  passed  the  Battery  they 
were  saluted  by  the  military,  the  revenue  cutter,  and  the  castle  on  Governor^  Island.  At 
they  proceeded,  they  were  joined  by  the  ship  Hamlet,  which  had  previously  been 
for  the  occasion  with  the  flags  of  all  nations,  and  on  board  of  which  were  the  Marine 
Nautical  societies,  composed  of  all  our  most  respectable  shipmosters.  Aa  the  fleet 
the  Narrows,  they  were  saluted  by  Forts  Lafayette  and  Tompkins.  They  then 
to  the  United  States  schooner  Dolphin,  moored  within  Sandy  Hook,  wbere  Gov.  CUni 
went  through  the  ceremony  of  uniting  the  waters,  by  pouring  that  of  Lake  Erie  into  lbs 
Atlantic ;  upon  which  he  delivered  the  following  aiddress : — 

**  *  This  solemnity  at  this  place  on  the  first  arrival  of  vessels  fipom  Lake  Erie,  is  intenM 
to  indicate  and  commemorate  the  navigable  communication,  which  hae  been  noeampfiihad 
between  our  Mediterranean  seas  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  in  eight  yeen,  to  the  enant  if 
more  than  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  by  the  wisdom,  public  spirit,  and  enaq^  if 
the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York ;  and  may  the  God  of  the  Heavens  and  the  earth  < 
most  propitiously  on  the  work,  and  render  it  subservient  to  the  best  interests  of  tha 
race.*  Dr.  Mitchell  then  poured  the  contents  of  several  vials,  which  he  stated 
the  waters  of  the  Elbe,  Slc.  dtc.,  and  delivered  a  long  addresa,  but  the  crowd  was  Bogr«t 
that  but  few  were  able  to  hear  any  part  of  it  The  Hon.  Mr.  Cdden  presented  tohia  has* 
the  Mayor,  a  memoir  which  contains  a  brief  histoiy  of  the  canal  from  its  commenesoMSi 
to  the  present  day.  Salutes  were  then  fired  from  the  revenue  cutter«  the  piloc  boats,  mi 
several  of  the  steamboats,  and  the  proceasion  returned  to  ihe  city* 

*'  On  the  return  from  the  excursion  to  Sandy  Hook,  the  atmosphere  was  nearly  dear,  sal 
the  appearance  of  the  steamboats  was  truly  magnificent.  Here  were  S6  of  these  rtrnk, 
splendidly  equipped  and  decorated,  moving  in  the  moat  m^jeatic  manner,  all  crowded  «iik 
passengers,  and  arranged  in  the  most  striking  order.  The  packet  ahip  Hamlei,  whick  wsi 
generously  ofiered  by  Capt.  Chandler  for  the  use  of  the  Marine  and  Nautical  soiimisa,Miii 
a  splendid  appearance,  towed  along  in  the  line  by  steamboats,  with  her  masts  and  liBMI 
decorated  by  a  fine  display  of  flags  of  all  natioiw. 

**  Persons  abroad  may  judge  of  the  splendor  of  the  celebration,  when  it  is  stated  ikti 
there  were  displayed  among  the  diflfercut  societiM,  upwards  of  300  banners  and  atandsidi 
— many  of  them  extremely  splendid,  and  a  large  number  painted  expresaly  for  the  occanfls 

*Mt  is  with  pleasure  we  state  that  the  two  British  packets  now  at  anchor  in  our  port,  as- 
luted  and  cheered  the  lino  of  steamboats  as  they  passed ;  instauces  of  good  Sseling  of  dai 
description  should  not  be  omitted  to  be  recorded.  The  band  in  return  played  *  God  nw 
the  king.'  The  whole  line  of  steamboats  landed  their  paasengers  at  3  OVdock,  in  tisM  far 
tliem  to  form  and  join  the  procession  of  their  fellow^tizens. 

'*  The  festivities  were  concluded  by  fireworks  in  the  evening,  at  the  Bettery,  City  HaUi 
and  Vauxhall  Garden,  and  by  illuminations  of  aome  of  the  prindpai  buildings  in  the  ciijr^— 
the  City  Hull,  City  Hotel,  Theatre,  Sikes*  Hotel,  dtc.  A  large  transparency  waa  exhihite' 
at  tlic  City  Hall,  representing  tlie  introduction  of  Neptune  to  the  Lady  of  the  Lak«  bf 
the  Genius  of  America. 

**  We  cannot  help  expressing  our  gratification,  at  obaerving  among  the  thouaandaveM* 
in  the  streets  during  the  day  and  evening,  hardly  a  single  instance  A  intoziestion,  osd  aoc 
one  of  unpleasant  disturbance ;  and  so  far  as  we  could  leara,  no  accident  happened  to  atf 
the  festivities  of  the  day." 

Cboton  Aqueduct. — This  great  work,  designed  for  the  supply  of  the  city  of  New  Y«rk 
with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  is  at  present  constructing.  Its  whole  length  is  40|  DiilH> 
It  is  a  long  brick  vault  stretching  from  Croton  to  New  York,  descending  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  14  inches  to  tlie  mile.  Its  dimensions  are  about  6  feet  at  bottom,  7  £Mt  at  tup,  lod 
from  8  to  10  feet  in  heighu  The  foundation  is  of  stone,  well  laid,  and  the  interaticea  filM 
up  with  rubble,  and  over  this  a  bed  of  concrete  composed  of  cement,  broken  ttODs  sod 
gravel,  in  due  proportions,  well  mixed  and  combined  together,  except  wbere  the  earth  it 
of  a  compact  and  dry  consistence,  when  the  stone  foundation  ia  omitted,  and  the  bed  <rf 
concrete  laid  on  the  earth  ibundaiiou.    The  side  walla  are  of  good  buUdiqg  siunc,  9 
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inelMB  duck  at  bottom,  and  37  inehea  at  top.  Theae  walla  are  laid  in  raffular  counaa.  The 
bottom  of  the  aqueduct  ia  an  iuTeited  arch,  and  the  roof  a  acmidrcle ;  both  archea  are 
formed  of  brick.  All  the  materiala  uaed  are  the  moat  perfect  of  their  kind,  and  e^ery  poa^ 
able  paina  taken  in  the  conatmction. 

The  work  commencea  at  Croton,  about  5  milea  above  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Here  ia  to 
be  the  dam  which  will  back  the  river  foraeveral  milea,  and  will  cover,  exclusive  of  its  prea- 
ent  bed,  5  or  600  acres,  and  thua  form  the  great  reaervoir,  which  will  contain  100,000,000 
of  gallons  for  each  foot  in  depth  from  the  surface.  Inasmuch  aa  the  aqueduct  ia  to 
maintain  a  uniform  descent,  extensive  cxcavationa  or  tunnela  in  passing  through  hills  and 
Iwavy  embankments,  with  culverts  in  crossing  vallesrs,  are  required.  Several  of  the  tunnela 
ere  cut  through  solid  rock  at  an  enormoua  expense.  Tlie  longest  tunnel  is  the  Manhattan 
InU  tunnel  near  the  village  of  Manhattanville,  on  New  York  Island ;  it  ia  1,315  feet  in 
length. 

In  croaaing  the  Harlaem  river  the  aqueduct  encounters  its  moat  formidable  impediment. 
**  Owing  to  the  great  depression  of  the  so^am  below  the  grade  line,  and  the  pecuhar  in. 
elinationa  of  its  banks,  the  length  of  the  aqueduct  bridge  will  gready  exceed  the  width  of 
the  atrait  at  ita  surface,  (620  feet.)  The  bridge  will  be  1,430  feet  in  length,  between  the 
pipe  chambers  at  either  end  ;  18  feet  in  width,  inaide  of  the  parapet  walla ;  and  27  feet  be- 
tween the  outer  edges  of  the  coping ;  16  piers,  built  of  stone  laid  in  courees  of  uniform 
thickness.  Of  these,  6  will  be  in  the  river,  and  10  on  the  land,  (8  of  which  will  be  on  the 
Weetcheater  side  of  the  strait.)  The  river  piers  will  be  30  by  40  feet  at  base,  and  84  feet 
in  height,  to  the  spring  of  the  arch ;  diminishing  aa  they  riae  in  height.  The  archea  will 
have  a  span  of  80  feet.  The  land  piers  will  be  proportionably  leas  in  size,  their  height  va- 
lying  according  to  the  alope  of  the  banks,  and  the  span  of  these  archea  will  be  50  feet  each. 

**  The  central  height  of  the  archea  over  the  atream  is  to  be  100  feet  above  high-water 
level,  in  the  clear ;  and  the  distance  from  high  tide  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  walla  will  be 
116  feet.  The  total  elevation  of  the  structure,  from  its  baae  at  the  bottom  of  the  atrait  to 
tbe  top  of  the  parapet,  will  be  about  138  feet  The  piers  and  abutments  will  be  carried  up 
^th  pilasters  to  the  top  of  the  parapet,  with  a  projection  of  two  feet  beyond  the  face  of 
the  work.  Thoae  piers  to  be  erscted  in  the  water,  will  commence  vrith  solid  rock,  upon 
which  the  earthy  bed  of  the  atream  repoaea.  The  eatimated.  coat  of  thia  structure  is 
9755,130. 

**  The  bridge  b  intended  for  the  support  of  iron  pipea ;  and  these  will  be  laid  down,  in 
the  fiiat  instance,  two  or  three  feet  diameter,  which  it  ia  auppoaed  will  be  adequate  for  the 
■upply  of  water  to  the  city,  for  many  yean  to  come.  The  work  however  will  be  so  ar- 
ranged,  aa  to  admit  the  introduction,  at  any  time  hereafter,  of  two  four-feet  pipea,  whoae 
capacity  will  be  equal  to  that  of  the  grand  trunk.  The  pipea  will  be  protected  from  the 
■ction  of  the  froat,  by  a  covering  of  evth  four  feet  in  depth,  well  aodded  on  the  surface. 
The  aqueduct  will  dischaige  its  water  into  the  northern  pipe  chamber,  whence  it  will  paaa 
over  this  bridge  into  the  aouthem  chamber,  where  the  aqueduct  resumee  ita  course  towards 
the  city.  At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  the  line  croases  a  ravine  of  30  feet  to  the  top  Une 
of  the  embankment ;  and  at  a  abort  diatanee  beyond,  it  enters  the  Jomel  tunnel,  334  feet 
in  length ;  and  6^  milea  from  the  city.  A  ravine  ia  passed  aoon  after  leaving  the  tunnel, 
S5  feet  below  the  grade  line ;  and  aoon  after,  another,  atill  more  fbnnidable,  preaents  itself; 
which  required  a  foundation  of  30  feet  to  elevate  it  to  the  grade. 

**  The  water  will  be  conducted  over  the  Manhattan  valley  by  meana  of  iron  pipea  or  in. 
▼erted  syphons.  The  depression  of  the  valley  is  105  feet  below  the  grade  Ime,  and  ar. 
rangements  of  pipe  chambers,  on  each  side  of  the  valley,  aimilar  to  that  at  Harlaem  atrait, 
will  be  adopted  here.  The  pipes  are  to  be  laid  on  a  foundation  of  atone,  covered  with  a 
course  of  concrete  masonry,  six  inches  thick.  After  the  pipes  are  laid,  concrete  is  to  be 
worked  under  them,  aa  a  support,  18  inches  wide,  and  13  high ;  and  the  whole  is  to  be 

Erotected  nith  a  covering  of  earth,  to  guard  against  froat  and  other  injury.  The  aqueduct 
aving  teraiinated  at  one  pipe  chamber,  on  Manhattan  hilla,  it  re.commencea  at  another  on 
the  Asylum  Hill ;  and  after  proceeding  a  abort  distance  aouthward,  enters  the  Asylum  Hill 
tunnel  640  feet  in  length,  which  is  the  laat  About  three  milea  from  the  aouthem  terminus 
of  this  Herculean  work,  the  aqueduct  commencea  ita  passage  over  aeveral  streets,  the  grading 
of  which  baa  a  mean  depresaion  below  that  of  the  aqueduct,  of  about  40  feet ;  tlua  vale  is 
to  be  passed  by  a  bridge  of  a  correaponding  height  The  line  of  aqueduct  runs  100  feet 
east  of  the  Ninth  avenue ;  and  on  the  land,  extending  from  one  atreet  to  the  other,  a 
Ibundation  wall  is  to  be  built  of  sufficient  vridth  and  height  to  aupport  the  aqueduct  Over 
the  carriage  way  and  side-walks  of  each  street,  there  wUI  be  circular  archea  turned.  Nine. 
ty.8ixth  atseet,  being  100  feet  wide,  will  have  two  archea  of  37  feet  span,  for  the  carriage 
way ;  and  one  arch  of  14  feet  span,  on  each  aide,  for  the  aide-walks.  The  other  streets 
being  only  60  feet  in  width,  will  each  have  an  arch  of  30  laet  apan  for  the  carriage  way, 
and  one  on  each  aide  of  10  feat  apan.    The  bf^adth  over  the  archea  to  be  84  feet 

43 


S88 


r  totX  conimr. 


"  On  tho  whole  line  there  will  be  Tendlaton  placed  at  inlemk  of  one  mile  apnt ;  ni 
between  each,  triangular  cavities,  deaigned  for  the  erectian  of  additiofiil  Tsnlilmlcin,  m 
left,  covered  with  flag  atone,  and  their  location  indicated  by  maiUa  alab*.  Borne  of  iki 
venlildlon  can  be  uaed  aa  wulo  weire  and  ae  cntnuicea  into  the  aquaducL  The  next  im. 
portanl  work  !■  the  nceiving  reservoir,  3S  miles  by  the  line  of  the  aqueduct  from  iIbdoiiL 
em  lenninui.  Il  eovera  35  actea  of  ground,  divided  into  two  aeeliona.  Tbe  notlh  kOm 
to  hive  30  feel  of  water  when  Ml,  and  the  touth  S5  feet ;  the  whola  nMrvoar  will  cw. 
lain  about  160,000,000  of  gallonB.  From  this  reservoir  tho  water  will  be  conveyed  thro^ 
■be  Fifdi  avenue  to  tbe  diatributing  baiin,  of  about  5  acrea,  holding  90,000,000  of  gaUiM, 
■1  Murrar  Hill,  in  Fony-aecond  alreet,  by  meana  of  pipes  30  inchea  in  diuneler.  Fn» 
Hurray  Hill  the  water  will  be  conveyed  to  the  cily  by  the  ordinary  ducnbuliiig  pipea.  Th» 
difference  of  level  bsiweeo  the  basin  at  Muiiay  Hill  and  ibe  pool  at  Croum,  a  aboDi  M 
feet,  being  a  fraction  Icee  [harr  14  inches  to  the  mile. 

"  About  36  milea  of  the  aqueduct  are  now  (Apni,  1840,)  completed,  and  asTcral  othir 
detached  aecliDns  are  nearly  so.  It  muat  not,  however,  be  iofsned  that  the  work  anUokl 
done  is  of  but  small  amounl  (  on  the  conuory,  tbe  most  di&icull  and  expeiaiTs  ponioai  af 
it  remaiu  to  be  performed.  According  lo  the  cnffinevr's  report,  dia  whole  Wfirk,  with  iW 
exception  of  the  bridge  over  Hirleem  strait,  will  be  comploUNl  and  ready  for  lae  io  da 
spring  of  1843.  The  completion  of  tbe  bridge  cannot  bo  cipecled  before  tbe  doss  «f 
1843  i  and  it  msy  and  will  probably  be  still  further  delayed.  To  dinuoiah  Itiia  dsby,  it  il 
propossd  to  erect  a  temporary  conduit  pipe  of  auilable  dimenaicms,  as  soon  aa  tbe  eafc 
dams  11  Hariaem  will  adinit  of  it,  by  which  meana  tbe  cily  ma;  havo  the  banefil  el  As 
water,  two  oi  three  yeaia  before  a  supply  could  be  had  by  (he  Hariaem  aqueduct  btidp. 

"  The  original  sslimale  of  coat  of  this  great  worfc,  was  •4,718,197  ;  butil  wiUiuU 
short  of  tlO,DO0,00a»—t3,934,S50  03  having  been  expended  at  tha  date  of  dwlMrs. 
port,  January  lit,  1840." 


Northern  view  of  Harlem  TVnnet 

Harlem  8,  Yorkville  5,  and  MankattanviVe  9  miles  from  tbe  Citf 
Hall,  are  small  villages  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  included  within  the 
dty  limits.  The  New  York  and  Harlem  railroad  commences  at  the 
City  Hall  and  extends  to  Fordham  in  WeBtchester  county,  12}  milei 
from  the  city.  By  a  late  act  of  the  legislature,  (May  7,  1841,)  the 
company  have  the  mivilegc  of  extending  il  to  the  north  line  of  West- 
chester county.  "The  road  is  laid  with  a  double  track,  and  i>  tra- 
versed for  nearly  three-fourths  of  il^  length,  by  steam  power.  Owing 
to  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ground  ana  the  necessity  for  matDtain- 
inj{  a  nearly  level  grade,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  line,  )oi^  md 
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lieavy  cuts  and  embankments  were  required,  which  augmented  the 
cost  of  constructicm  far » beyond  that  of  an^  other  mmihur  work  m 
tins  country.    The  whole  cost  of  the  work,  mcluding  depots,  motive 
and  other  power,  &c,  amounted  to  $1,100,000  or  $187,500  per  mile. 
The  receipts  for  fare  by  the  company,  during  the  year  enoh^  De- 
cember Slst,  1889,  were  $99,811.    Notwithstanding  the  great  num- 
ber of  persons  conveyed  on  this  road,  about  1,200,000  annually,  the 
«    directors  have  not  as  yet  declared  a  dividend,  and  up  to  the  1st  of 
f     January,  1840,  the  stockholders  had  not  received  a  aoUai  firom  the 
.    work.    The  tunnel  through  which  thd  line  passes,  is  tl^  most  costly 
portion,  as  well  as  the  most  attractive  feature  of  the  road.    Among 
the  thousands  who  are  almost  daily  conveyed  through  it,  a  vast  ma- 
Li>  jprity  is  impelled  by  a  desire  to  examine  the  '  tunned  which,  though 
E^^cavated  at  an  immense  cost,  ($90,000,)  contributes,  in  no  small  oe- 
||^  gree,  to  increase  the  revenues  of  the  company.    The  tunnel  is  cut 
'     Sunough  solid  rock,  which  chiefly  consists  of  quartz  and  hornblende 
ift  such  a  compact  texture,  that  masonry  is  entirely  dispensed  virith, 
even  at  the  ends.    It  extends  along  the  Fourth  Avenue  firom  91st  to 
^  Mth  streets,  and  is  595  feet  in  length,  24  in  width,  and  21  in  depth 
from  the  crown  of  the  arch.    The  &re  on  this  road  is  as  follows :  to 
d7th  street,  6^  cents ;  to  Yorkville,  5  mUes,  12^  cents ;  to  Harlem,  8 
nules,  18f  cents ;  and  to  Fordham,  12i  miles,  25  cents.'' 

"PiTiR   Si'uyvjtsmT, 

tiie  last  of  the  Dutch  go?. 

emora  in  New  York,  de. 

•ervM  to  be  kept  in  re. 

membnnoe.    He  begia 

lusadminkitration  in  1647; 

end  he  exerted  ell  hie  en. 

eigiee  to  prevent  the  en. 

eroachmenle  of  the  Eng. 
^  PMar  8t^r»iUMe»  ngmimt.  liah  and  Swedee,  on  the 

•eiiiVwy  under  hie  eommend.  He  wee  more  ■ocoeaiful  widi  the  latter  than  the  former.  In 
less,  he  obliged  the  Swedee,  at  a  place  in  Delaware  baj,  now  called  |lew  Castle,  to  aweer 
•UagiaBoe  to  the  Dutch  authority.  But  in  1664,  Colonel  Niehola,  with  an  En^ish  fleet, 
afrived  at  New  York,  then  called  New  Amsterdam,  and  compeUed  Ooremor  Stnjnreaant 
•ad  his  whole  eolonj  to  surrender  to  their  inTadoa.  He  howoTor  remained  in  the  country 
mtil  hii  death.*'— lUkiAe's  Bwgrmpkieal  JHetionmrv,, 

**  His  remains  '  rest  in  hope'  near  by,  in  the  nmily  vault,  ooce  constructed  within  the 
walls  of  the  second  built  R^ormed  Dutch  church,  whidi,  for  picas  purposes,  he  had  built  at 
las  peraonal  expense  on  his  own  fimn.  The  church  is  gone,  but  the  place  is  occupied  by 
tlw  present  church  of  St.  Mark.  On  the  outside  w«il  of  this  latter  church  is  the  original 
atone  deagnating  the  body  of  him  whoee  rank  and  titles  stood  thus  described,  to  wit : 


*  In  this  vault,  lies  buried 

PETRU8    STUYVESANT, 

late  C^tain  Oeneral  and  Commander.in.chief  of  Amsterdam, 

in  New  Netherland,  now  called  New  York,  and  the 

Dutch  West  India  Idands. 

Died  in  August,  AJ>.  168SI,  aged  eigh^  years.*** 


**  Pblif  Lmmsioa  was  bom  at  Albany,  in  January,  1716.  He  was  edoeated  at  Yale 
GoDcge,  in  Connecticnt,  where  he  graduated  in  1737.  He  then  cfirected  his  attention  to 
coBiniercial  pmioits ;  and,  by  his  integrity,  sagacity,  and  comprehensive  views,  laki  tha 
ibui^iiuii,  Md  siaeted  the  saperstmetva  of  saitnotdinary  pra^enty. 
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**  Ete  commeneed  hk  ctteer  in  pablie  life  in  1754,  is  ma  wHmmmk  of  ihm  ent  yntk  4 
the  city  of  New  York;  tnd,  in  1759,  was  returned  by  the  freeholdeis  of  tUs  dty  •• 
member  of  the  assembly.  In  this  body,  he  soon  became  conspicuous  for  his  talenti  mi 
devotednesB  to  the  interesti  of  the  people.  In  1769,  he  declined  an  election  for  New  Tod; 
snd  was  returned  a  member  of  the  house  for  the  manor  of  Livingston.  His  libenl  nna, 
and  powerful  exertions  in  defending  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  soon  after  rendered  kia  ak 
nozions  to  the  governor ;  and,  as  a  majority  of  the  assembly  were  now  under  the  infloeaei 
of  the  crown.  Ins  seat  in  the  house  was  vacated,  by  a  vote  of  that  body,  on  the  pka  of 
non-residence. 

**  Mr.  Livingston  was  chosen  a  memt>er  of  the  first  congress,  which  met  at  PhibdelpUii, 
1774.  He  was,  the  following  year,  appointed  president  of  the  provincial  congreas,  uum- 
bled  at  New  York.  In  1776,  in  coi^junction  with  his  colleagues,  he  affixed  his  aignatan 
to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  in  behalf  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

**  During  the  recesses  of  the  general  congress,  he  rendered  important  services  in  the  » 
ganization  of  the  state  government.  In  May,  1778,  he  took  his  seat  in  congraaa  ibr  ihi 
last  time.  Although  feeble  in  body,  and  low  in  health,  he  consented  to  forego  all  coDadcp 
ations  but  those  of  patriotism ;  and,  at  a  distance  from  his  family,  willingly  devoted  to  !■ 
country  the  last  hours  of  his  life.  He  expired  on  the  12th  of  June,  at  the  age  of  ■xtj^.tvo 
years." 

"  William  LivDraffTON,  L  L.  V^gofenK 
of  New  Jersey,  was  bom  in  the  dty  of  Kev 
York  about  the  year  1733,  and  was  gnimtti 
at  Yale  College,  in  1741.    He  stmfied  kw, 
FbfrimiU  •/  muimm  lAringsum't  ngnMiure.       ^^  possessing  an  undeiBtanding  of  great «. 

ergy,  a  briUiant  imagination,  and  a  retentive  memory,  and  devoting  himself  assiduoialj  to 
the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  be  soon  rose  to  distinction  in  the  profession.  He  early  e^nb* 
ited  himself  an  able  and  zealous  advocate  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  employed  la 
pen  in  vindicating  the  rights  of  the  colonies  against  the  arbitrary  claims  of  the  Britidi. 
After  ei^joying  several  important  offices  in  New  York,  he  removed  to  New  Jersey,  and  ■ 
a  representative  of  that  state  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  congress  of  1774. 
On  the  formation  of  a  new  constitution  for  that  state  in  1776,  he  was  appointed  the  fiiM 
governor,  and  was  annually  re-elected  to  the  office  till  his  death  in  1790.  He  was  chanc 
terized  by  aimplicity  in  his  manners,  and  ease,  amiableneas,  and  wit  in  his  social  interoooie. 
His  writings  (fisplay  uncommon  vigor,  keenness,  and  refinement,  and  are  of^  eloqaeoL 
He  devoted  himself,  during  the  revolution,  ardently  to  the  cause  of  his  coimtry,  and  did 
much  by  the  shrewdness  and  severity  of  his  writings  both  to  encourage  his  eonntrymen  ud 
exasperate  the  British. 


**ROBIBT  FUUQB, 

as  the  inventor  of  steanboalii 
was  bom  in  the  town  of  link 
Britain,  Lancaster  cooaVi 
Pennsylvania,  1765.  His  pft> 
rents,  who  were  Iridi,  ww* 
respcMCtable,  and  gave  him  i 
common  English  educatioa  H 
Lancaster.  He  early  exfaibiied 
ne-«tMb  •fRtkmt  Fuiun't  signatMn.  ^  superior  talent  for  morhii 

ism  and  painting,  and  in  his  eighteenth  year  established  himself  in  the  latter  enqdoynsBt  ii 
Philadelphia,  and  obtained  much  credit  and  emolument  by  his  portraits  and  landscapsi. 
On  entering  his  22d  year  he  went  to  England,  for  the  purpoee  of  improving  his  knowlsdie 
of  that  art,  and  was  received  into  the  femily  of  Mr.  West,  vrith  whom  he  spent  asvenl 
years,  and  cultivated  a  warm  friendship.  AfUr  leaving  that  femily,  he  employed  two  yean 
in  Devonshire  as  a  painter,  and  there  became  acquainted  vrith  die  duke  of  BridgewaMr 
and  Lord  Stanhope,  the  former  famous  for  his  canals,  and  the  latter  for  his  love  of  the  m^ 
chanic  artk  He  soon  turned  his  attention  to  mechanics,  particularly  to  the  improvemoBl 
of  inland  navigation  by  canals,  and  the  use  of  steam  for  the  propelling  of  boats ;  and  in 
1794  obtained  patents  for  a  double  inclined  plane,  to  be  used  for  transportation,  and  an  in- 
strument to  be  employed  in  excavating  canals.  He  at  this  time  professed  hinMeif  a  ctv3 
engineer,  and  published  a  treatin  on  canal  navigation.  He  soon  sAer  went  to  France, 
and  obtained  a  patent  fix>m  the  government  for  the  improvements  he  had  invented.  He 
spent  the  succeeding  seven  yean  in  Paris,  in  the  fiunily  of  Ifr.  Joel  Bariow,  duriiif  wUck 
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^■M  kt  muA$  hinMlf  lOftinlBd  widi  tbe  Frandi,  ItiJiaii,  vd  German  faui«iMgM,  and 
WMKk  moipand  a  kaowledge  of  tbe  lugh  imthematiet,  phynca,  ebemiatrf,  and  penpeolhKa. 
Ha  a6oB  tnniad  hia  attantion  to  aabmarina  naYigatioo  and  eiplowm,  and  in  1801,  under 
fktB  palronaga  of  tlia  fiiat  oonaol,  oonatnicted  a  plnqginf  boat,  and  toipedoea,  rdiflerii^  ma* 
iarially  from  Baahnel^  inrentum,  with  which  bo  waa  aoquaintad,)  with  which  no  poifiinaad 
aanj  azporimonta  in  tho  harbor  of  Brest,  demonatrating  tho  practicaUtitf  of  amployiiv 
■abaqnatic  ezpiooion  and  naTigadon  lor  die  deatmction  oif  ToaMls.  Theae  inTondona  au 
Inetod  the  attention  of  the  Bridah  goyemment,  and  overturea  were  made  to  him  by  the 
niniatry  which  induced  him  to  go  to  Liondon,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  avail  thenu 
aelves  of  hia  machines ;  but  a  demonatration  of  their  efficacy  which  he  gave  the  miniairXv 
by  blowing  up  a  vessel  in  their  presence,  led  them  to  wish  to  suppress  the  invention  rather 
than  encourage  it;  and  accordingly  they  declined  patronising  him.  During  this  period  he 
also  made  many  effiirta  to  diacover  a  method  of  successfully  using  the  steam  engine  for  the 
iwopelliog  of  boats*  and  as  early  aa  1793,  made  such  experiments  aa  inspired  him  with  great 
eonifidence  in  ita  practicability.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Eaq.,  chancellor  of  New  York,  and 
minister  of  the  United  Statea  to  the  French  court,  on  his  arrival  in  France,  induced  Hm  to 
renew  hia  attention  to  this  subject,  and  embarked  with  him  in  making  ezperimanta  for  the 
Mrpoae  of  aatiBfying  themaelvea  of  the  possibility  of  employing  steam  in  navigation.  Mr. 
Fulton  engaged  wi£  intense  interest  in  the  trial,  and  in  1803,  constructed  a  boat  on  the 
river  Seine,  at  their  joint  expense,  by  which  he  fully  evinced  the  practicability  of  propelling 
boats  by  that  agent  He  immediately  reaolved  to  enrich  hia  country  with  thia  invaluable 
imcmtft  and  on  ratumiqg  to  New  York  in  1806,  commenced,  in  coivnnction  with  Mr. 
livuMMMi,  the  eonatniction  of  the  first  Fulton  boat,  which  waa  launcbed  in  die  apfiog  (^ 
'1807  TOn  the  ahip-yard  of  Charlea  Browne,  New  York,  and  completed  in  Aognat.  TUa 
boat,  wMek  ww  caSad  the  Clermont,*  demonatiated  on  the  first  axperimant,  to  a  boat  of, 
m  inl  kMsvadnkaa,  bat  at  length  aatoniahed  i|peetatora,  the  coiraetnesa  of  hia  azpeetationa, 
and  tfaa  valoa  of  Ida  invention.  Between  thia  period  and  hia  death  ha  anpetinteiided  the 
waeiiott  of  fiwrtaano^erateam  vessels,  and  made  great  improvemantt  in  tfarir  conatmction.*' 
**  I  nyaei^''  aaya  lodge  Btoiy,  **  have  heard  the  iOoatrioua  inventor  ralafa,  in  an  animated 
and  aileediv  mamier,  &  hiMory  of  hia  labors  and  diaooungementa  >— ^  When,'  add  he,  *  I 
waa  bnikiing  my  fixat  ateamboat  at  New  York,  the  project  waa  viewed  by  the  pul^c  either 
with  indiflference  or  with  contempt  as  a  visionary  scheme.  My  friends  indeed  were  civil, 
bat  they  were  shy.  They  listened  with  padence  to  my  explanationa,  but  with  a  settled 
of  incredidity  on  their  countenances.    I  felt  the  full  force  of  the  lamentatioa  of  the 


I 


**  Trutha  would  you  teach,  to  aave  a  ainking  land, 
AU  skum^  none  aid  yen,  and  few  undarwtandJ* 

Ab  I  had  occaaion  to  peas  daily  to  and  from  the  building  yard  while  my  boat  waa  in  pro. 
greaa,  I  have  often  loitered  nnknown  near  the  idle  groupa  of  strangers  gathering  in  little 
circlea,  and  heard  variooa  inquiries  as  to  the  ofagect  of  this  new  vehicle.  Tbe  language  waa 
wrifonnly  diat  of  acorn,  aneer,  or  ridicule.  The  loud  laugh  roae  at  my  expenae,  the  dry 
jaat,  the  wiae  calculation  of  looses  and  expenditures ;  the  dull  but  endleas  repetition  of  die 
Ihdltm  fdfy»  Never  did  a  auigle  encouraging  remark,  a  bright  hope,  or  a  warm  wish, 
croaa  my  path.  Silence  itaelf  wss  but  politeness  veiling  its  doobta  or  hiding  its  repioachea. 
At  length  the  day  arrived  when  the  experiment  was  to  be  got  into  operation.    7hm$  ii 

a  aiaaC  trymg  mud  inUrutmg  oeemtwn,    I  invited  many  fiienda  to  go  on  board  to  wit. 

I  tfaa  fimt  aocoBasfhl  trip.    Many  of  diem  did  me  the  fiivor  to  attend  aa  a  matter  of  per. 

il  reapect ;  bat  it  waa  manifeat  they  did  it  with  reluctance,  fearing  to  be  partneta  of  my 
■aordfication  and  not  of  my  triumph.  I  waa  well  aware  that  in  my  case  there  were  many 
gaaaons  to  doubt  of  my  own  auccess.  The  machinery  (like  Fitch'a  bdfora  hun)  waa  new 
•ad  ffl  made;  and  many  parte  of  it  were  constructed  by  mechanica  unacqoainted  with  audi 
work,  and  unaneeted  difficultiea  might  reaaonably  be  presumed  to  preaent  themaelvee  from 
olber  eanaaa.  The  moment  arrived  in  which  the  word  waa  to  be  given  for  die  veosel  to 
wtofwe.  My  firienda  were  in  groupa  on  die  deck.  There  waa  anxiety  nuxed  with  fear 
Mnooffthem.  Thar  were  ailent,  aad,  and  weary.  I  read  in  thirir  looka  nothing  but  disaster, 
wad  sbnoat  repented  of  my  •efibrta.  The  aignal  waa  given,  and  the  boat  moved  on  a  shoK 
iliataaee  and  dian  atopped,  and  became  immovable.  To  the  silence  of  the  preceding  mo. 
ment  now  eaceeeded  murmurs  of  discontent,  and  agitadona,  and  whiqwia,  and  shrugs.  I 
coaU  hear  diatincdy  repeated,  **/ loU  yomit  tea*  as;  Uita  fooUak  aekemt;  I  with  w 
were  wan  mUrf'it/'  I  elevated  myaelf  upon  a  platform  and  addreased  die  aasenddy.  1 
viMad  diat  I  knew  not  wiiat  waa  the  matter;  but  if  diey  would  be  <{uiet,  and  indulge  ma 
•     '  '  ■  ■  ■  ■  II. 

^  *  So  named  torn  tba  aeat  of  die  LiviqfMon  fiunily.    (Sea  Clermont,  Odombia  coontyO 


349 


KKw  roAK  oomrrr. 


lor  half  in  hour,  I  wouU  uthsr  (O  m  or  •bandon  tharorvafa'  tbat  fiaa.    TUiAM 

mpiw  wu  eonceded  withoul  objeciiOD.  I  went  b«law  tad  eKuninad  the  imrWnwy,  mi 
diKOTflred  ih>i  the  ctate  wm  a  aligbi  malvljuiuneat  of  aoma  of  dw  mtk.  In  aikat 
period  ii  waa  obviatsd.  The  boat  waa  again  pni  in  motiiHi,  Bfaa  eoDdnoad  to  no**  (k 
AU  were  sliU  incredulatu.  Nom  iMmed  willing  to  Inul  ihe  avidaiea  of  their  own  matm, 
W«  leli  tha  bir  aV/  o(  New  York )  we  paaaed  througli  the  tntnanlio  anil  Uttt-^ttTt 
•canerr  of  the  HlKdluida;  we  deecrisd  the  cluHenng  bonaea  of  Albanjp;  wa  rMchadia 
aborea  and  then,  evan  then  when  all  aeemed  achieTed  I  waa  the  victiiii  of  ji»[miiiat 
ment  Imaginanon  nipeiaeded  the  nfluence  of  fact.  1  waa  Iben  doubled  if  u  oobU  ba 
done  igam    or  if  done  il  waa  doubled  if  it  could  be  mida  of  an^  great  tbIbb.  ** 


"  Tie  Clenwnl,"  Altftfajtnt  Amm 
"  Fulton  obtained  ■  patent  for  hie  inrantioni  in  im^Uioo  by  itemi  in  Ttbnarf,  llWt.iri 
another  far  aome  improTemenli  in  1811.  In  ^  Utter  feai  ba  waa  •ppointad  hf  1)w  IlV*' 
lature  of  New  Yotl,  one  of  the  conuninionen  to  e^on  a  nmie  fbcaeaiwl  from  the  pari 
lakea  to  the  Hudaon,  and  engaged  with  leal  in  tha  promMjon  of  llial  great  woik.  Oa 
the  camnieneeiiwnt  of  hoatililiea  between  the  United  Slataa  aJld  Gr«ai  Britain  In  18U,  k 
renewed  hia  altendon  to  aubmarine  war&re,  and  contrived  a  melbod  of  dinclMrging  fMa 
under  water,  for  whieb  he  obtained  a  patent.  In  1S14  he  eonthred  an  aiiDed  ■*— -■  J-t 
for  the  defence  of  the  tiarbor  of  New  York,  and  alao  a  aubmaiine  tgMa],  or  pInngtafbM, 
of  Buch  dimenaiona  aa  10  catr;  100  men,  the  plana  of  which  be^  approved  t^  gotemman^ 
he  waa  authorixed  to  conalruct  them  al  the  public  eipenae.  Bui  befbrv  completiiig  eitba' 
of  (hoae  works,  be  died  auddeniy,  February  S4lb,  1B15.  Hia  perwn  waa  t^  jleoder,  airf 
well  formed,  hia  manners  gracelul  and  dignilied,  and  hia  diapoaitioa  gananwa.  Ha  aoiia- 
menu  and  inveniiona  beapeak  the  high  luperioiity  of  hia  lalenM.  Ha  waa  an  mn-^.fi)tkti 
peinler,  wu  profoundly  vereed  in  mechanica,  and  poaaeaeed  an  invantiaa  of  grael  fatililr, 
and  which  was  always  directed  by  an  eminent  ahaiii  of  good  aenae.  Hia  atjde  aa  a  writer 
waa  peiapicuDui  and  energetic.  To  biro  is  to  be  sacribed  ibe  honor  of  inTendng  a  Ddhed 
of  euecetefuliy  employing  Ihe  eteun  engine  in  naTigitioD,  an  inTentioo  juatlj  cooadettd 
one  of  the  ntoal  important  which  has  been  made  in  modem  agea,  and  by  irtiich  ha  rendtnd 
himMlf  both  a  perpetual  and  one  of  ihegreateat  benefaclon  of  mankind.  Re  ww  not  » 
deed  the  Rnt  who  conceived  It  to  be  potable  ;  otheri  had  baliaTsd  ita  ptaclieabilUy,  aal 
made  many  Bttempta  to  propel  boaieby  ■teaTn,bal  having  neither  hit  geniua,  hia  knowMfa, 
nor  bia  peiseTerance,  they  were  totally  unsucceaaful.  Mr.  Fulton  waa  bmiliarly  ae^MJnMd 
wilh  many  oi  the  moat  dialinguiehed  literary  and  political  chataetara  both  at  the  IJiilii 
Stataa  and  of  Europe,  wae  a  director  of  the  American  academjr  of  fine  arH,  and  a  BMah* 
ofaaveial  litarwy  and  philoaophical  sociedea." 

"  BucEiOLar  LrmvaTon,  judge  of  (he  mpreme  court  of  tha  Unilad  Stataa,  ww  ta  Ma 
of  Wtliam  Livingaton,  governor  of  New  Jeiaey,  and  waa  bom  in  tha  ei^  of  Haw  Tirib 
Norember  35ib,  1757.  He  entered  Princeton  collie,  bat  in  1T7G  Mt  it  far  tha  fiaU,  a^ 
becameoneof  tha  UmilyoiGenetal  Schnylw,  eomiouder  of  tha  Mniien  mqr.,  BawM 
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M  of  (MMnl  JObM,  with  the  nnk  of  ii!«i<r,  ftnd  ibuwl  ib 
'  Brntorne.  la  1TT9  bs  iccompuiiad  Mr.  Jf  to  bi  BOM 
•  hii  prirmM  nuslaij,  and  rBDuinad  abroad  about  three  fean.  On  hii  Nton 
aa  oamiea  faunaalf  to  law,  and  ma  edmiitad  lo  practice  in  April,  1783.  Hie  alaDM  wata 
fca|i|»1j  adapted  lo  the  freSmman,  and  lotHi  raiaed  him  into  oodce,  and  nlttmatalr  lo  emi> 
Mnoa.  He  was  called  to  the  bench  <rf  the  aiqireme  court  of  the  atale  of  New  York,  Jan. 
vary  Stk,  1809,  and  in  Novetnber,  1806,  wm  mnafaned  to  that  of  the  Bapreme  conrt  al 
die  Dniled  Slalea,  the  dudea  of  <ri^h  atation  he  diachalged  with  diilinsmahed  bitUiiliMa 
amd  ability  ondl  hb  death,  which  took  place  durinc  the  attinga  of  the  ooort  at  Waahington, 
Harchiedi,1893,  in  the66threarofhiaage.  He  poaaeaaed  a  mind  of  nncoounon  acute, 
neaa  and  enerir,  and  aqjored  the  repnialion  of  an  accompUabed  acholar,  an  abta  pleader  and 
jnriat,  an  npri^t  judge,  and  a  libeiai  patron  of  learning. 

ff  Bitimri  MamtgM 

ihoflrelon  ,         .'.  ... __._  ..  .     . 

fine  aducaiion.  Entenng  the  aimy  of  Ofaal  Britain,  Iw  auoeuMfully  fought  bet  baltlaa,  wiA 
Wolfe,  II  Q<>el>eF,  in  1759 ;  ud  Do  the  Terr  Vot  where  h«  waa,  afienmdt  doomed  to  Ul, 
when  %h!ine  n^infi  het,  nnder  the  banneia  ii  fieedotp. 

'A  Ameiica;  and,  afUr  hn  anml  in  New  Tork,  pnr. 
nilea  &om  the  dtf,  and  manied  a  danghler  of  Judge 
.    .„.  Great  Brilain  oomiuflDGed,  aa  be  wu  known  to  have 

hlienr,  and  hvl  sxpreved  im  readineaa  lo  draw  Ua  award  on  the 
ndD  or  itae  colDn]eH,  Iht  cimmand  of  the  conoaeaial  forces,  in  die  northern  depanment, 
WM  mlraalad  10  him  and  Gen.  Schurlsr,  in  the  fall  of  1775. 

"  By  the  indiqwaitioii  of  Schn^er,  the  chief  command  denrived  upon  htn  in  Ociobw. 
Afiet  k  wtoamoa  tit  qdendtd  and  important  Ticloriee,  he  aiqwarad  bdbre  (tuebec  In  an 
WHnpl  to  atom  the  tin,  aa  the  laat  of  December,  thia  bisTe  commaOdar  Mi,  bf  a  di>> 
chaiga  ofgrapa.diot,  both  of  hia  aida  hmng  killed  at  theaame  time.  In  hi*  Ml,  there  wna 
■vary  dietnnataitce  imited,  that  oonld  impatt  bate  and  ^017  to  the  death  of  a  atddier." 
'  "  nerj  waa  gifted  with  fine  abUitJaa  and  bad  reeaiTed  an  eieellenl  ednc*k- 

M  were  taken  with  jodgmaat 


"  Ricniu)  MoNTooHEiv.  a  tnui>r«aiMf«)  in  dte  ■inir  of  tba  United  Siaiea,  wa*  bon  in 
■     -■ -7.    H«pn««Med»iiw     " 


vigor.    The  aorrow  for  hi*  loa  wa*  beigbtened  by  the  eateem  which  b>* 


lutionaiy  wat,wu  bom 
in    die  dir  of  New 
^L^nMlnt'»1r->w^  Toik,    but    pa«>d    a 

poftioa  of  hi*  lifo  in  New  Jener.    He  waa  generallr  ujled  thitagfa  eoutaar  Lard  SlvUng, 

nee  of  being  conddered  by  many  a*  the  H^lfol  heir  lo  the  title  and  eataleaM 

in  ScMlaiM,  trom  which  coontty  hia  bther  came,  Ihoogh  lb*  goreimnanl  n. 
tMed  to  acknowledge  (be  eon**  claim  when  ba  repaired  10  Great  ftitun  in  punnit  of  Ai* 
ililrri**lVT     He  waa  mtif  remarkable  for  hi*  fonMWai  for  malbamalica  and  aatroDomr,  in 

._i!_L  .J i. -te connderable  progl***. — ThNOgbont  dia rerdntian  beaded  an  im> 

igoiifaad  bimietr  paniealaiir  in  the  baltlaa  of  Iiov  liland,  Getiaan- 

In  the  fim,  he  wm  taken  priMoer,  after  bning,  by  a  bold  attack 

■Ddadb7Conwalli«,*aee(adlheeeoapaofalane  part  of  hi*  delaoh- 

d,  Uadiiiwo,  with  tbaMgade*  of  GenaiBlaNa^  and  Maxwdl,  fanned 

ifca  ««ty  A  ra*«r»i  ;  and  in  the  laat  bs  conuMided  die  left  wing  of  the  American  ermf. 

*" la  alwaja  warmlT  attached  to  General  Wnhingtoa,  and  Ihe  cause  whieb  he  hade*. 

L    b  died  at  AttNuqr,  Jan.  16th,  17BS,  aged  nfe*n,l*>Tnw  beUod  hia  dwnpa. 
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Hajclttv  wm  born  ia  17S7,  ia  ^  irimd  of  Neviit,  We«  IimIml  Ra 
&aier  ra  •  na&re  of  E«>gi>nd,  aad  lu  nodier  of  the  iiAaiid.  At  xiie  age  of  liiiMa,  he 
bK«me  a  atadexzt  of  CoiimAn  coUc^,  hs  modMsr  bavin;  e migniad  to  New  Tark.  lit 
lud  not  been  za  ihmi  varataavn  more  ihaa  ■  rev,  before  he  gave  a  brilliaBt  iimiiiianfiwi 
of  u»e  poven  ci  bw  nmKd  in  ifae  dsroKoo  cooceniinf  liie  lifbii  of  the  eoloniea.  In  mp- 
port  of  theae  be  puUidked  Kreial  tmmjt^  wbicb  vere  mazked  br  aorii  npor  and  BMOniy 
of  sn-je,  aoengfib  of  aifim>eot«  ax>d  aiadoin  and  compas  of  rieara,  that  Mr.  Jar,  il  te 
time  in  ib«  mendian  cf  bfe,  wai  aappcavd  to  be  the  ambor.  Wben  it  had  beeoBM  aecai* 
aarjr  u>  anabeath  the  avord,  the  anSeni  apim  cf  jomf  HamiltOD  wonJd  no  longer  allow  Im 
to  remain  in  academic  letiiement ;  and  before  the  age  of  nineteen  he  entered  the  Anoien 
nrmj  in  the  rank  of  captain  of  aniUerr.  In  tbie  cajncitj  be  aooo  attracted  the  aneaMa 
cf  ibe  commander.in.ebieC  who  appoio'cd  bim  bit  aid-de-camp,  aiib  the  rank  of  fieaMMl* 
coloncL  Tfaii  oeciuied  in  1777,  wben  be  wat  not  more  than  twenty  yeaia  of  aga.  Aw 
tbii  time  be  cootinoed  the  inaepaiable  companion  of  Waahingtoo  daring  the  war,  aad  «■ 
alwajri  eooanJted  by  bim,  and  freqnentir  br  other  poUic  fimctiopaiiea,  oo  the 
tant  oecanona.  He  acted  aa  fab  firvt  asd-de-camp  at  the  battlea  of  Brandjraine, 
town,  and  Moimionth,  and  at  the  sege  of  Yorktown  be  led,  at  hia  own  reqaeat,  the  daiKk> 
mem  that  cairied  by  aiaaalt  one  of  the  enemj'a  ootworka,  October  14, 1781.  In  lUf  aftii 
be  diaplaTed  the  moat  bnlbant  Talor. 

**  After  the  war.  Col.  Hamilton,  then  aboot  twenty4bar,  coaamenced  the  atody  of  the  kw, 
aa  be  bad  at  that  time  a  wife  and  fiunily  depending  npoo  him  fer  aapport.    He  wm  mm 
admitted  to  the  bar.    In  1763,  be  waa  cboaen  a  member  of  coogreaa  firom  the  atate  if  New 
York,  where  be  quickly  acquired  the  greateat  inllnenoe  and  distinction,  and  was  ahrayi  • 
member  and  aometimea  chapman  of  ilKNe  committeea  to  whicb  were  confided  each  aali^Mii 
aa  were  deemed  of  Tital  interest  to  the  nation.    The  reporta  whicb  he  prepared  are  rrnik- 
able  for  the  correcmeaa  and  power  which  cbaracteriie  every  efibrt  of  his  pen.    At  te  mi 
of  the  aearion  be  rerumed  to  the  practice  of  hia  prnfeaaion  in  the  city  of  New  Yoik,  mi 
became  eminent  at  the  bar.    In  1786,  he  waa  cboaen  a  member  of  the  legiaiataie  if  kii 
atate,  and  waa  mainly  instnmiental  in  preTenting  a  aeriooa  coDiaion  between  Venaait  mi 
New  York,  in  consequence  of  a  dispute  concerning  territorial  jnriHhction.    He  waa  ekelid 
a  delegate  from  New  York  to  the  convention  which  was  to  meet  at  Philadelpliia,  in  odcr 
to  form  a  conatitntion  for  die  United  Statea.    As  the  doors  of  the  conventioB  ware  dmi 
during  iiB  aitting,  and  iia  recorda  were  never  given  to  the  world,  it  ia  noC  poawbto  to  ttatt 
tbfe  predae  part  which  he  acted  in  that  body.    It  ia  well  aacertained,  however,  that  iks 
country  ia  at  least  as  much  indebted  to  him  for  the  excellences  of  the  constimtion  as  to  aay 
other  member  of  the  illustrious  assembly.    Hamilton  and  Madison  were  the  chief  oiadfi 
and  artificen.    After  the  adoption  of  the  conatitntion  by  the  convention,  he  associated  knu- 
aeif  with  Mr.  Madiaon  and  Mr.  Jajr,  for  the  purpoae  of  diaponng  the  pabUc  to  iceeivi  it 
with  favor.    The  eaaays  which  they  wrote  with  that  design,  addreaaed  to  the  people  of 
New  York  during  the  yeara  1787  and  1788,  are  well  known  under  the  name  of  the  Fed- 
eralist, and  cuniribnted  powerfully  to  produce  the  efiect  for  whicb  ihey  were  compoaod 
The  larger  portion  of  them  was  written  by  Hamilton.    In  1788,  he  waa  a  member  of  ike 
8tate  convention  of  New  York,  which  met  to  deliberate  on  the  adoption  of  the  fedml 
constitution,  and  it  was  chiefly  in  consequence  of  his  eflRnrts  that  it  was  aoeepted.    Oa  tha 
organization  of  the  federal  government  in  1789,  he  was  appointed  to  ^  office  of  aeeieiary 
of  the  treasury.    This  waa  a  situation  which  required  the  ezerciae  of  aU  the  great  powan 
of  his  mind,  for  the  public  credit  waa  at  that  time  at  the  loweat  state  of  depreasioB ;  and  m 
no  atatistical  account  of  the  country  had  ever  been  attempted,  ita  fiacal  rasonrcao  wan 
wholly  unknoam.    But  before  Hamilton  retired  from  the  post,  whicb  he  did  alter  fiffii^  it 
aumoH'hat  more  tliau  five  years,  he  had  raised  the  publio  credit  to  a  height  alincaiher  ai^ 
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ia  dM  UiCorf  of  dM  eoaatry ;  ftnd  by  the  admirabk  q^ 

etibKihwi,  bad  aoqoirad  the  repntatioo  of  one  of  die  greeteet  finaneieri  of  the  age.    Hhi 

k     official  reporta  to  congrev  are  conndered  aa  maaterpiecea,  ami  the  prineii^  whieh  he  ad. 

F     ipoeatad  in  them  atill  continne  to  exerciae  a  great  inflaence  in  the  revenue  department  of 

tlw  American  goYermnent.    Whilat  aecretary  of  the  treaauiyt  he  was  «jr  (gjEda  one  of  the 

cabinet  coanaeUoii  of  Preaident  Waahington ;  and  each  waa  the  confidence  repoeed  bjr 

P      that  great  man  in  his  integrity  and  ability,  that  he  rarely  Tentured  upon  any  executive  act 

|7    of  moment  without  his  concurrence.    He  waa  one  of  the  principal  adviaen  of  tiie  procla. 

nation  of  neutrality  iasued  by  Waahington  in  1793,  in  oonaequence  of  the  attempt  made 

by  die  miniater  of  France  to  cauee  the  United  Statea  to  take  part  with  his  country  in  the 

war  then  raging  between  it  and  England.    Thia  meaaure  he  defended  in  a  leriea^of  ^mm^ 

under  the  aignature  of  Paeifiau,  which  were  aucceatful  in  giving  it  popularity.    In  1795, 

Hamilton  reaigned  hia  office  and  retired  to  private  life,  in  order  to  be  better  able  to  aupport 

m.  numeroua  fiunily  by  the  practice  of  hia  profearion.    In  1798,  however,  when  an  invaaion 

.waa  apprehended  from  the  French,  and  a  provisional  army  had  been  called  into  the  field, 

hu  public  lervices  were  again  required.    Preaident  Adama  had  offered  the  chief  command 

mi  die  provinonal  anny  to  Washington,  who  consented  to  accept  in  case  Hamilton  should 

Iba  ehooen  aecond  in  command,  with  the  title  of  inspector-general.    This  waa  accordingly 

le,  and  in  a  short  time  he  succeeded  in  bringing  the  oiganization  and  diacipline  of  the 

ly  to  a  high  degree  of  excellence.    On  the  deatti  of  Washington  in  1799,  he  succeeded 

oouae  to  the  chief  command.    The  tide  of  lieutenantrgeneral,  however,  to  which  he  waa 

endtled,  waa  horn  some  unexplained  cause  never  conferred  on  him. 
**  When  the  army  was  disbanded  after  the  ceasation  of  hoatilidea  between  the  United 
and  F^mnce,  Greneral  Hamilton  returned  again  to  the  bar,  and  continued  to  practiae 

Kib  inereaaed  rqnitation  and  success  until  1804.    In  June  of  that  year  he  received  a  note 
m  CoL  Burr^— 4>etween  whom  and  himself  a  polidcal  had  become  a  peiaonal  enmity, — 
Whkh  he  waa  required,  in  offensive  language,  to  acknowledge  or  disavow  certain  ex- 
aaions  derogatocy  to  the  Utter.    The  tone  of  the  note  was  such  as  to  cauae  him  to  refuse 
.    wm  do  eidisr,  and  a  challenge  waa  the  consequence.    July  11,  the  pardes  met  at  Hobdkain* 
'   iippoaite  New  ToHk,  on  the  Jeraey  aide  of  the  Hudaon,  and  on  the  first  fire  Hanulton  fell 
nortally  wounded,  on  the  aame  q>ot  ¥rhere,  a  short  time  previously,  his  eldeat  eon  had  been 
«  •  MDad  in  a  duel.    He  lingered  undl  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  when  he  expired. 
The  aenaadon  which  thia  excited  throughout  the  United  Statea  had  never  been  exceeded 
«i  lUa  eontinent.    Men  of  all  pardea  felt  that  die  nadon  was  deprived  of  its  grealeat  oma. 
.  nant.   Hia  tranacendent  abilities  were  universally  acknowledged.   Eveiy  citizen  waa  ready 
-CO  vxpraaa  confidence  in  hia  spirit  of  honor  and  his  capacity  for  public  aervice.    Of  all  the 
.iceadjutota  and  adviaera  of  Waahington,  Hamilton  was  undoubtedly  the  one  in  whose 
aagaeity  and  judgment  he  repoeed  the  greateet  confidence,  whether  in  the  military  or  in  the 
flifil  career ;  and  of  all  the  American  atatesmen  he  displayed  the  most  comprehenaive  un- 
dianitanding,  and  the  moat  varied  ability,  whether  applied  to  subjects  practical  or  apeeuladve. 
%A.  coUecdon  of  his  works  was  issued  in  New  York  in  three  octavo  volumes,  aome  yeara 
flilar  hia  death.    His  style  is  nervous,  lucid,  and  elevated ;  he  excels  in  reasoning  founded 
mm  general  principles  and  historical  experience.    General  Hamilton  was  regarded  as  the 
of  the  Federalists  in  the  party  divisions  of  the  American  republic.    He  was  accused 
having  preferred  in  the  convention  that  framed  the  Federal  constitution,  a  government 
akin  to  the  monarchical ;  he  weakened  the  federal  party  by  denoimcing  Preaident 
Aifamia,  wboae  admimstntion  he  diaapproved,  and  whoae  fitness  for  oflioe  he  qneationed. 
Bnt  hia  general  course  and  his  confidential  correspondence,  show  that  he  earnertly  dcwired 
to  preserve  the  constitution,  when  it  was  adopted,  and  that  his  motives  were  patriotic  in 
Ilia  proceedioga  towards  Mr.  Adams.    Certain  it  ia,  that  no  man  labored  more  fiuthfiiUy, 
■kilfiifly,  and  efficiendy  in  organizing  and  putting  into  operation  the  federal  government'*-^ 


V  The  annexed  inscriptions  are  copied  from  monuments  in  this  city. 
The  monument  of  Emmet  is  in  St  Paul's  churchyard,  that  of  Mont- 
gomery is  placed  in  front  of  the  church  itself.  The  monuments  of 
■/uexander  Hamilton  and  Captain  James  Lawrence,  are  in  the  old 
Trinity  churehyard ;  and  the  one  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kunze,  is  in  the 
liOtheran  graveyard  adjoining  the  Episcopal  burying-ground  in  Hud- 
flOn-stroet 
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Uock  of  white  marble,  about  thirty  feet  in  height.    On  its  £we  froothif  Bnmdmmj  m  a  ■•■ 
dallion  likenen  of  Emmet,  in  bas^elief,  below  which  ia  the  following  inacriptum. 

**In  memoiy  of  Thomas  Addis  Emmxt,  who  exemplified  in  hii 
conduct,  and  adorned  by  his  integrity,  the  policy  and  the  piim  i|ihi 
of  the  United  Irishmen — *  To  forward  a  brotherhood  of  a&ctioB,  a 
communiQr  of  rights,  an  identity  of  interests,  and  a  tmion  of  pow« 
among  Irishmen  of  every  religious  persuasion,  aa  the  only  meaai 
of  Ireland's  chief  good,  an  impartial  and  adequate  representaiioo  ia 
an  Irish  pariiament.'  For  this  (mysterious  &te  of  rirtne !)  exiled 
from  his  native  land,  in  America,  the  land  of  freedom,  he  foaod 
a  second  country,  which  paid  his  love,  by  rererencing  his  genrai. 
Learned  in  our  laws,  and  the  laws  of  Europe,  in  the  literature  of  osr 
times,  and  in  that  of  antiquity,  all  knowledge  seemed  aubgect  to  Ui 
use.  An  orator  of  the  first  order ;  clear,  copious,  fervid,  ^ike  pov. 
erful  to  kindle  the  imagination,  touch  the  afiections,  and  away  dis 
reason  and  the  will ;  simple  in  his  tastea,  unassuming  in  his  man. 
ners,  frank,  generous,  kind-hearted,  and  honorable ;  his  private  lifii 
waa  beautiful,  as  his  public  career  was  brilliants— Anxious  to  per- 
petuate the  name  and  example  of  such  a  man,  alike  by  hb  genia^ 
his  virmes,  and  his  fate ;  consecrated  to  their  aflbctiona  by  his  perih^ 
his  sacrifices,  and  the  deeper  calamitiea  of  hia  kindred,  in  a  joat  and 
holy  cause ;  his  sympathizing  countrymen  erected  thia  monamem 
and  cenotaph.  Bom  at  Coik,  April  twenty^burtfa,  1764;  he  died 
in  this  city,  November  fourteenth,  1837.** 

A  figure  of  an  American  eagle  is  seen  beneath  this  inacriptioa 
resting  on  the  Irish  harp,  which,  aa  an  emblem  of  the  oonifitioa  of 
Ireland,  is  represented  as  unstrung;  and  surmounting  tbeae  are  two 
hands  clasped  together,  on  the  bracelet  of  one  of  which,  are  the 
atars  of  our  Union,  on  that  of  the  other  a  irreath  of  ahamroek.  "As 
following  Latin  inscription  is  on  the  face  towarda  the  cfauich. 

**  M  4-  S.  Tbokas  Addis  EimxT,  qui  ingenio  illoatri,  atndiis  aL 
tioribus,  moribus  integris,  dignum  se  prBstabat  laudibia  iOiB,  iDI 
reverentii,  iUo  amore  qun  semper  eum  viventem  praaequebaanv; 
et  subit&  illo  erepto  morte,  universe  in  luctum  dvitatia  ae  efiuderunt  Quum  raro  exiiterit 
vir  natuneve  dotibus,  doctrinsve  subaidiis  omnibus  illo  instructior ;  tum  eloquentii  alift  ii^ 
et  verft  qualera  olim  mirabantur  Roma  Athensque,  prscipue  alioe  anteibat ;  gravis,  niios, 
vehemens,  fervidus,  omnes,  animi  motus  sic  regere  norlt,  uti  eoe  qui  andirent  quo  vellet  et 
invitos  impeileret.  Hibemift  natus,  dilectam  sibi  patriam  diu  subjectam  alieno,  servis  tan- 
tum  ferendo  jugo  ad  libertatem,  ad  sua  jura  vocare  magno  eat  a  usus  animo ;  at  preclara  et 
consiiia  et  vota  fefellere  fata.  Spe,  non  animo,  dejectus  nobilis  exul ;  et  hsc  Americana 
hbens  respublica  ilium  excepit,  civemque,  sibi  gratulans  adscivit ;  dein  hec  civitaa  iUi  domai, 
h»c  patria  fuit,  hsc  gloriam  illi  auxit,  hsc  spiritus  ultimos  recepit.  Msrentium  drinm 
voluntas  hoc  exegit  monumentum." 

The  following  inscription  in  the  ancient  Irish  character  and  language  fecea  Fultoo-street. 

**  He  contemplated  invaluable  benefits  for  the  land  of  his  birth ;  he  gave  ecUt  to  the  land 
of  his  death ;  and  received,  in  return,  her  love  and  admiration.** 


Emmet*»  Momtmrntt, 


**  This  monimient  is  erected  by  the  order  of  congress,  35th  Jan.,  1776,  to  tranamit  to  pea. 
teriry  a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  patriotism,  conduct,  enterprise,  and  perseverance,  of 
Maj.  Gen.  Rihiard  MoinxsoMEXT,  who  after  a  series  of  successes  amid  the  moat  diaoonr- 
aging  difficulties,  fell  in  the  attack  on  Quebec,  3l8t  Dec,  1775,  aged  37  yeara. — ^The  Stale 
of  New  York  caused  the  remains  of  Miy.  Gen.  Richard  Montgomery  to  be  conveyed  frosi 
Quebec  and  deposited  beneath  this  monument  the  8th  day  of  July,  1818.** 


**  In  memory  of  Captain  James  Lawxsnce,  of  the  United  Statea  navy,  who  feD  on  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1813,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age,  in  the  action  between  the  frigates  Chesa* 
peake  and  Shannon.  He  had  distinguished  himself  on  various  occaaionB,  but  partieafauly 
when  commanding  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  by  capturing  and  ainking  hia  Britnonie  M^jss- 
ty's  sloop  of  war  Feacock,  after  a  desperate  action  of  14  minutes.  His  bravery  in  acdoo  was 
only  equalled  by  his  modesty  in  triimiph  and  bis  magnanimity  to  the  vanquished.  In  private 
life,  he  waa  a  gentleman  of  the  moat  generoua  and  endearing  qfuatitiea,  and  jo 


HlAQAaJL'  OOUHTT.  '  M7 

Ui  fttUie  vordi  timt  tbe  wlioto  naium  manmad  Ui  kMi,  «id  tbe  enemy  contwdid 
with  hii  coimymen  who  nott  ihoald  honor  hit  ranuunt*— The  Hoo,  whoM  ramuM  an 
h&n  depoated,  with  hii  expiring  hieath  expneied  his  devotion  to  his  coiintnr.  Neither 
fktB  finy  of  bettlOf  the  tngmrii  oif  a  mortal  wound,  nor  the  horron  of  appniaehinf  death, 
eooid  aabdne  faia  falbot  apirit.    ffiadying  words  were,  *Daii^oxTBinpTBBamrr** 


^  Dan.  19,  S.  Die  lehier  aher  warden  leuchten  wie  dee  himmels  glam ;  und  die,  ao 
Tiele  xur  gerechti^Leit  weisen,  wie  die  steme  immer  und  ewigtidb.  Dem  andenken  ihrsa 
anfmgealiehen  lehren  dea  heira  Jopumi  CnusroPB  Kunsa,  doctor  der  theologie,  professor 
der  oriental  sprachen,  senior  der  Lntherischen  geistlichkeit  im  New  Yorker  staat,  und  aett 
S3  jahien  prediger  der  Deuitaeh  Lutherischen  gemeine  in  New  York,  die  ihm  dieeen  gnh- 
■Cain  ab  ein  seichen  widmet  ihrer  Terehrung  und  liebe.  Er  wurde  gebohren  im  jahr,  1744, 
•BlaehKef  den  S4  July,  1807,  so  das  sich  sein  alter  aof  64  jahre  belaltet. 

**  Hier  liegt  ein  knecht  dea  hemn  der  seinen  Jesnm  liebte 
Ihm  treu  war  bis  in*s  grab,  und  manche  seel  gewan 
Di'um  denkt  zu  euren  trost,  die  euch  sein  todt  betrubte 
YTie  trefen  ihm  einst  dort  hey  unserm  Jesus  an.** 

3V«ia2afasR.*Dan.  19,  3.  And  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  aa  the  brightileas  of  die 
flnnament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  aa  the  staia,  forever  and  forever.  To 
iba  BMmoiy  of  their  never  to  be^foigotten  pastor,  Jomr  CHaxsTOPHKR  Kum,  D.  D.,  profoa- 
flor  of  the  oriental  languages,  senior  of  the  Lutheran  cleigy  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
lor  93  years  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  congregation  in  the  city  of  New  York,  tine 
alone  ia  dedicated  by  the  people  of  hie  late  cha^,  in  teatimony  of  their  veneration  and 
lofe.    He  waa  bom  in  the  year  1744,  and  fell  adeep  94  July,  1807,  in  the  64  year  of  hie 

Have  hm  a  aervant  of  die  Lord,  who  loved  hia  Saviour,  waa  £rithful  to  the  grave,  and 
cathered  many  aoub.  Think,  therefore,  to  your  soUce,  ye  who  mourn  fahi  death,  we  shall 
Ind  him  with  omr  Jeaua. 


**  To  the  memory  of  AuannnR  Hamilton.  The  corporation  of  Trinity  church  haa 
awOad  thia  monument  in  teatimony  of  their  respect  for  the  patriot  of  inconupdMe  integrity, 
the  aoldier  of  approved  valor,  the  atatesman  of  conaununate  wiadom,  whoaa  talents  and 
mtaea  will  be  admired  by  grateful  poaterity  long  after  thia  marUa  ahall  have  mouMarad 
imodnat.    He  died  July  19th,  1804,  aged  47.** 


NIAGARA  COUNTY- 

NiAOAiA  oouHTY  was  taken  from  Genesee  in  1808.  Greatest  length 
E.  and  W.  80 ;  breadth  N.  and  S.  21  miles.  The  word  Niagara 
is  of  Indian  origin,  and  signifies  across  the  neck  or  strait  The 
streams  are  few,  and  with  the  exception  of  Eig^te«i  Mile,  Johnson's, 
and  Tonawanta  creeks,  and  Niagara  river,  are  inconsiderable.  In 
1706,  exclusive  of  the  occupants  of  Forts  Niagara  and  Schlosser, 
there  was  but  one  white  family  in  the  territory  now  forming  this 
county.  The  proposed  line  for  a  ship  canal,  from  the  Niagara  river 
above  the  Falls  to  Lewiston,  lies  whoUv  within  the  county,  com- 
mencing near  Gill  creek  and  the  site  of  old  Fort  Schlosser.  A  rail- 
road runs  from  Lockport  and  another  from  Bc^hlo  to  the  Niagara 
FaUs.  A  branch  has  been  made  from  Lewiston  to  intersect  the 
IfOckport  and  Niagara  Falls  railroad,  a  distance  of  about  2  miles.  The 
£na  caul  enters  the  Tonawanta  credL  near  its  mouth.    The  creak 
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is  used  for  12  m&es  as  a  canal  by  a  tow-path  on  its  bank.  At  Fbb- 
dleton  village,  the  canal  leaves  the  creek  and  turns  in  a  northeasterly 
direction  across  the  mountain  rid^e,  with  a  deep  cut  of  about  three 
miles  through  rock  averaging  20  foet ;  and  then  descending  00  fiset, 
by  five  double  combined  locks  of  12  feet  each,  it  passes  out  of  the 
county  south  of  the  Ridge  road.  The  county  is  divided  into  18 
towns.    Pop.  31,114. 

Cambria,  organized  in  1808,  as  part  of  Genesee  county,  and  thn 
embracing  the  whole  country  now  forming  Ni^ara  county ;  from 
Albany  ^S  miles.  Fekin,  10  miles  W.  m)m  Lockport,  is  a  imiiD 
settlement  on  the  route  of  the  railroad,  on  elevated  ground,  having  a 
fine  prospect  to  the  northward.     Pop.  2,100. 

Hartland,  organized  in  1812;  bounds  since  changed ;  from  Alba- 
ny 270  miles.  Hartland,  10  miles  NE.  from  Lockport,  and  Johnioo 
Creek  14  miles,  are  small  villages  on  the  Ridj^  road.     Pop.  2,801. 

Lewiston,  taken  from  Cambria  in  1813;  from  Albany  293  miles. 
Lewiston  village,  upon  the  river,  was  surveyed  in  1813 ;  it  is  7  miles 
N.  of  Niagara  Falls,  27  from  Buffalo,  7  S.  of  Lake  Ontario,  18  W.^ 
of  Lockport,  80  from  Rochester.  Pop.  2,543.  It  lies  opposite 
Queenston,  U.  C.  It  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  Niagara  collection 
district,  and  is  on  the  Ridge  road,  elevated  about  a  hundred  feet 
above  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  rid^e  portage,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  navigation,  and  contains  about  70  dwellings.  The  chief 
export  is  lumber.  Steamboats  from  the  lake  touch  daily  at  the  land- 
ing. There  is  a  ferry  across  the  river  at  Queenston,  the  passage 
ofwhich,  though  safe,  is  somewhat  appalling  by  reason  of  the  rapidity 
and  eddies  of  the  stream.  In  the  central  part  of  this  town,  now 
intersected  by  the  Niagara  Falls  and  Lockport  railroad,  **  8  miles 
below  the  falls  and  3  miles  Wck  from  the  river,  is  the  reservation  of 
the  Tuscarora  Indians,  containing  2  miles  in  width  by  4  in  length, 
(about  5,000  acres,)  of  very  excellent  land.  They  consist  of  about 
300  souls ;  have  a  Presbyterian  church  of  50  members,  a  resident 
clergyman,  and  a  school  teacher,  and  a  temperance  society  of  more 
than  100  members.  They  are  under  the  care  of  the  American  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions.  Their  village  is  delightfully  situated  on  a  high 
bank,  commanding  an  extensive  prospect  of  the  surrounding  country 
and  of  Lake  Ontario.  These  Indians  came  from  North  Carolina 
about  the  year  1712,  and  joined  the  confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations, 
themselves  makii^  the  sixth.  They  formerly  held  a  very  valuable 
interest  in  land  in  North  Carolina,  but  have  recently  sold  it  and  divided 
the  proceeds  equally  among  themselves.  Many  of  them  are  in  v^ 
prosperous  circumstances ;  in  1834,  one  man  raised  and  gathered  50 
acres  of  wheat  Visiters  at  the  falls  have  been  in  the  habit  of  going, 
sometimes  in  crowds,  to  this  village  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  the  Indians, 
with  their  missionary,  have  oflen  expressed  their  desire  that  viaiteit 
would  not  interrupt  them  at  that  time.'' 

The  following  is  a  northern  view  taken  near  the  steamboat  landnig 
at  Lewiston,  showing  in  the  distance  Queenston  Heights,  distinguished 
as  the  battle-ground  during  the  war  of  1612.    On  the  aunamit  of  tha 
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Lewi^oK  Landing,  and  Queemton  Heights,  U.  C. 

otevated  ground,  370  feet  above  the  river,  is  seen  Geo.  Brock's  mon- 
ment,  constructed  of  freestone,  at  the  expense  of  the  provincial  gov- 
cnunenL  The  base  is  20  feet  square,  and  the  shaft  nsea  1S6  feet 
fiom  the  ground ;  from  this  eminence  thq  country  around,  including 
Ae  incturesqiK  lake  and  river  scenery,  may  be  seen  for  fifty  miles. 
The  Sowing  is  the  inscription  on  the  monument. 

"  TW  l^idiMre  of  Upper  Cuuda  bu  dcdieatsd  ihii  manamsni  (o  die  rrtMir  eivil  tiid 
■Any  mrvicai  of  dw  lUe  Sia  Juus  Bboci,  Knighi  comnunder  of  tbe  Movt  Honorable 
~  ~  T  the  Beth,  ProriiicUl  IJentenuil  GoTernor  uid  M^ot-genenl,  commanding  Uia 
■■  fetCM  iharain.  He  fell  in  eclioD,  on  dte  13tb  of  October,  1819,  honored  end 
i  hf  llinen  whom  be  goremed,  end  deplored  bj  hi>  SoTcnigrt,  lo  whoee  eerricee  Ua 
■•  Bad  been  davowd.  Bm  remaina  era  depoaiied  in  thii  nult,  u  olio  hii  Aid-de-mnp, 
Untenent-eotonel  J<^  MeDmield,  who  died  of  hi»  wound*  the  14  of  OcUNr,  1813, 
nenred  the  daj  bafbte  in  eetion." 

Gen.  Brock  vras  killed  at  a  spot  about  80  rods  down  the  hill,  in  a 
northwestern  direction  from  the  monument,  near  a  cherry-tree.  He 
was  a  bruve  officer,  and  fell  at  the  head  of  his  men  wlule  cheering 
diem  on  to  action.  It  is  stated  that  when  leading  on  his  men,  he 
kid  his  hand  on  his  breast,  exclaiming,  "Here  ia  a  breast  for  your 
yankee  baJl$ — shoot  tne  if  you  can ;"  when  mortally  woun<{ed,  soon 
after,  he  took  off  his  cravat  and  told  one  ofhis  aids  to  deliver  it  to  his 
aster.  He  was  at  first  interred  in  the  northeastern  bastion  of  Port 
Geoive,  and  a  34  poimd  American  cannon,  captured  with  Hull, 
itaan  at  bis  head.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Queenaton 
Heii^ti,  on  one  of  the  anniversaries  of  the  battle. — On  the  night  of 
tte  17tb  of  April,  1840,  some  evil>minded  and  unknown  persons  en- 
^Tored  to  blow  up  the  monument  by  gunpowder.  This  disgracefii) 
attnnpt  was  partially  successliil ;  the  keystone  over  the  door  was 
thrown  oat,  aiwi  the  structure  itself  was  cracked  up  to  nearly  two 
dnrda  of  its  height — The  following  account  of  the  battle  of  Queens- 
ton  is  from  the  Albany  Gazette,  Oct  20th,  1812. 

'  At  km  tfdaA.  in  the  m 
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ment,  embarked  in  boats  to  duriodge  the  British  from  the  helgbti  of  QneenMoB.  TVf 
crossed  under  cover  of  a  battery  of  two  eighteen  and  two  six  pounders.  Their  mnranwl 
was  discovered  almost  at  the  instant  of  their  departure  from  the  American  ahon.  IV 
detachments  landed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  Col.  Van  ffniwcliir 
received  a  wound  through  his  right  thigh  soon  after  landing,  but  proceeded  on  vntfl  hs 
received  iwo  other  flesh  wounds  in  his  thigh  and  the  calf  of  one  of 'his  Irga,  and  a  seian 
contusion  on  one  of  his  heels,  when  he  ordered  the  detachments  to  march  cm  and  ttm 
the  fiitot  battery,  and  was  himself  carried  off  the  field.  The  order  for  storming  was  gallandf 
executed,  and  a  severe  conflict  ensued.  Lieut.  Cul.  Christie  received  a  severe  wound  is 
his  hand,  but  got  over  the  works.  At  this  time  both  parties  were  reinforced.  The  enesqf 
soon  gave  way  and  fled  in  every  direction.  Maj.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  CHissod  over  is 
sustain  the  attack,  and  ascended  the  heights  of  Queenston,  where  he  was  attacked  widi 
great  fury  by  several  hundred  Indians,  who  however  were  soon  routed  and  driven  info  ^ 
woods.  The  reinforcements  ordered  over  from  the  American  side  began  to  move  tanlilf, 
and  finally  stopped.  This  induced  the  mojor^eneral  to  return,  in  order  lo  aeceieffaie  liMir 
movements.  He  mounted  a  horse  and  wed  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  um  on  lbs 
reinforcements,  but  in  vain ;  whereupon  the  gonend  perceiving  that  a  strong  ninSinenMBt 
was  advancing  to  support  the  British,  ordered  a  retreat,  but  before  the  order  reached  B%. 
Gen.  Wadsworth,  the  battle  was  renewed  by  the  enemy  with  great  v^or  and  inenMsd 
numbers,  which  compelled  the  Americans,  whose  strength  and  ammnnitrnrn  wvps  BMttf 
exhausted  by  hard  fighting  for  eleven  hours,  and  with  very  little  intermission,  to  give  vtf. 
The  number  of  killed  is  considerable  on  both  sides,  but  the  Americans  have  lort  mmj 
prisoners,  including  about  60  ofliicerB,  most  of  whom  are  wounded.  Among  the  piiwii 
are  Lieut.  Cols.  Scott,  Christie,  and  Fenwick,  of  the  United  States  troops;  Gsb*  Wad^ 
worth  and  Col.  Stranahan  of  the  militia.  Miy.  Gen.  Brock,  of  the  &itisht  is  aON^.  Ihi 
slain,  and  his  aid-dc^amp  mgrtally  wounded.  The  whole  number  of  Americans  Slid  Is 
have  been  engaged,  is  about  1,600,  of  which  900  were  regular  troops  and  700 
On  the  14th,  an  arrangement  was  made  between  May.  (^n.  Van  Reusslasr  ( 
Sheafe  for  the  Uberation  of  all  the  miUtia  prisoners  on  parole,  not  to  serve  dorim  dls 
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The  following,  from  the  Albany  Register,  ExirOf  contuBS 
additional  particulars. 

**  A  large  body  of  the  enemy  got  behind  a  stone  guaidJKrase,  in  wUdi  m  MMi^a 
pair  of  heavy  ordnance.  Two  eighteen  pounders  were  directed  sgainst  11,  wiUt^Sd 
them  severely ;  and  at  the  8th  shot  tumbled  up  a  heap  of  men  and  dismoimlad  oaifik 
They  fled  behind  Judge  Hamilton's  storehouse ;  but  our  eighteens  raked  diem  froii  4mm 
and  they  fled.  By  this  time,  about  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy's  fire,  except  one  fM  OTI  of 
reach,  was  silenced,  and  victory  seemed  complete.  The  general  had  psssod  oisr  li  Al 
heights,  but  sent  back  to  urge  on  the  troops  which  were  passing  over  to  head  dis  eohflMb 
At  this  time,  however,  the  enemy  received  a  reinforcement  of  several  handnd  ofGl&s. 
way  Indians,  and  commenced  an  attack  with  great  fiiry.  The  rifle  and  the  bsMBitW 
scarcely  put  them  to  route,  and  drove  them  to  the  woods,  when  they  werejomsdqrnl 
reinforcement  of  regulars  from  Fort  George.  They  renewed  the  attack,  and  As 
became  tremendous.  It  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  when  our  valiant  Bpartaa 
had  waded  through  blood  anticipating  victory,  being  exhausted  in  strengdi  and  a 
were  obliged  to  yield  the  day.    They  had  fought  eleven  hours  without  intemusBion." 

The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  this  afiair  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  was  estimated  at  1,000 ;  of  this  number  about  90  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  killed.  The  militia,  previous  to  the  action,  insisted 
on  bein^  led  on  against  the  enemy  to  drive  them  from  the  Niagara 
peninsula,  so  that  they  could  return  home.  Many  of  them  threatened 
to  leave  the  camp  unless  led  to  immediate  action.  After  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  battle,  the  sight  of  the  wounded,  as  they  were 
brought  across  the  river  covered  with  blood,  and  the  groans  of  the  dy- 
ing, cooled  their  military  ardor.  They  now  appeared  to  have  made  toe 
discovery  that  the  constitution  did  not  require  them  to  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  Rather  than  cross  over  to  an  eoemf* 
country,  be  shot  at,  with  a  chance  of  being  killed,  or  made  cripples 
for  life,  they  determined  to  forego  their  chance  of  obtaining  mwtary 
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honors.  It  is  said  that  several  hundred  of  the  militia,  after  they  had 
enwod  over  to  the  Canadian  shore,  availed  themselves'  of  the  darit- 
AesB  and  other  faciUties  to  hide  themselves  in  the  clel^  of  the  Tocka^ 
where  they  remained  in  concealment  during  the  dav,  and  were  odIj 
dragged  by  the  legs  from  their  lurking  places  by  the  British  troopa, 
after  the  surrender  of  the  fighting  part  of  the  Americans. 

XiOOCPOBT,  formed  from  Royalton  and  Cambria  in  1B34 ;  centrally 
distant  from  Albany  by  canal  333,  from  Rochester  W.  83,  firam  But 
Ado  E.  90  miles,  by  road  24,  and  from  Niagara  Foils  30  miles.  Pop. 
of  the  town,  9,192.  Lockport  village,  incorporated  in  ISSO,  waa 
feunded  in  the  spring  of  1S21,  by  Mr.  Sherara  Comstock,  deceased, 
who  surveyed  his  farm  of  100  acres  into  town  lota.  The  first  house 
was  erectra  by  Joseph  Langdon,  additions  were  soon  made  to  the 
Village  plat,  and  in  1822  it  became  the  county  town. 


Northeastern  view  of  the  lock*  at  Lockport 

The  above  is  a  view  of  the /!oe  double  lockt  on  the  Erie  canal, 
(from  which  the  village  derives  its  name,)  and  part  of  the  bmldings 
in  the  vicinity.  A  new  set  of  locks  by  the  side  of  those  represented 
in  the  engraving  are  now  constructing,  which  will  give  increased 
fecility  to  the  passage  of  boats.  The  village  contains  about  500 
houses,  0  churches,  and,  according  to  the  census  of  1S40,  5,711 
inhabitants.  Its  bidldings,  both  public  and  private,  are  mostly  built 
of  the  excellent  stone  which  is  here  quarried.  There  is  a  bank  and 
two  newspaper  establishments.  The  manufacture  of  flour  is  an  im- 
portant branch  of  business  in  this  riace.  The  great  abundance  of 
water  derived  from  Lake  Eric,  which  is  brought  through  the  deep 
cut  to  the  brow  of  the  ridge,  wad  all  around  toe  basin,  ia  used  foe 
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various  mills  and  factories.  The  waste  water  of  these  millsy  and  of 
the  locks  of  the  sixty  feet  mountain  ridge,  after  it  has  fulfilled  i^f 
hydraulic  operations  in  its  descent  to  the  basin,  is  there  retained  by  a 
dam  across  the  ravine,  and  forms  the  head  or  fountain  to  fill  the  loM^ 
or  sixty-five  mile  level,  and  as  such  is  chiefly  relied  on«  though  w 
Oak  orchard,  the  Genesee,  and  other  feeders  are  useful  in  their  placa 

**  The  upper  part  of  the  village  is  about  80  feet  above  the  lerd  «f 
the  basin  and  long  level  of  the  canal.  In  moving  up  in  a  boat  to  the 
head  of  the  basin  to  enter  the  chain  of  double  locks,  which  are  i^ 
ranged  in  the  most  massive  style  side  by  side,  in  huse  chambeiii 
with  stone  steps  in  the  centre,  guarded  by  iron  railings  for  Mdfety  aad 
convenience,  the  gates  of  the  lock  are  closed  after  the  boat  is  u  the 
chamber,  and  the  roaring  and  sudden  influx  of  the  water  6rom  the  lodk 
above,  in  three  or  four  minutes  raises  the  boat  to  the  level  of  the  bek 
above ;  and  this  is  repeated  five  times,  the  adjoining  side  lock  beutt 
perhaps,  employed  in  letting  a  boat  pass  down  the  lock  to  the  baS 
and  canal.  The  boat  having  in  this  manner  risen  up  60  feet  m  fte 
lifts,  the  passeneer  finds  before  him  a  vista  of  several  milea»  booaiM 
on  either  hand  by  walls  of  the  solid  limestone  rock,  26  to  90  iti 
high,  and  very  appropriately  called  the  *  Deep  rock  cutting  at 
port:  " 

New  Fane,  taken  from  Wilson,  Hartland,  and  Somerset  in 
from  Albany  276  miles.  Kempsville,  a  small  village  on  Lake  Ohitaiio^ 
12  miles  N.  of  Lockport,  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade  for  hmlMf 
wheat,  &c.  Charlotte,  or  New  Fane  Centre,  is  7  miles  firom  Lo^ 
port.    New  Fane  is  a  post-office.    Pop.  2,375. 

Niagara  was  taken  from  Cambria  in  1812,  b^  the  name  of  Sddos- 
ser ;  it  was  changed  in  1816.  The  village  of  Niagara  Falls  is  sitnititod 
at  the  celebrated  Falls  of  Niagara  river,  lat  43^  6'  N.,  lonff.  »•  IT  W, 
The  village  was  laid  out  by  Augustus  Porter,  Esq.,  ana  otheny  in 
1805.  It  was  at  first  called  Manchester,  aflerward  Niagara  FaOi. 
The  village  contains  2  churches,  2  splendid  hotels,  and  S  other  pub- 
lic houses,  2  public  schools,  80  dwellings  of  all  kinds,  and  500  inhabit- 
ants. Distance  from  Albany  290  miles.  New  York  440,  Bufiialo  32, 
Lockport  18,  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  403,  Kington,  U.  C,  200,  Montreal 
388,  Quebec  568,  Detroit  332,  Cincinnati  468,  and  Washington  703 
miles.     Pop.  1,261. 

"  The  river  Niagara  is  35  miles  in  length,  and  flows  northerly ; 
about  midway  between  the  two  lakes  it  separates  into  two  channels, 
forming  Grand  Island.  A  short  distance  below  the  union  of  those 
channels  are  the  falls  of  Niagara,  the  grandest  cataract  in  the  world. 
Half  a  mile  above  the  falls  the  river  is  a  furious  rapid,  which  sweeps 
away  to  certain  destruction  every  thing  involved  in  it  The  river  is 
here  three  quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  from  this  point  it  rushes 
down  with  increased  velocity  to  the  fall,  where  it  leaps  in  an  immense 
mass  down  a  perpendicular  precipice  160  feet  in  depth,  with  a  roar 
heard  in  favorable  states  of^  the  wind  and  atmosphere,  5,  10,  20  or 
even  30  miles.  The  cataract  forms  an  irregular  semicircle,  the 
deepest  hollow  of  which  is  called  Horse-shoe  Fall,  and  is  on  the 


View  of  Niagara  Falls  J'rom  the  American  tide. 


''^^inrtdn  side.     At  the  brink  of  the  fall  stands  a  small  island,  called 

i^'iTit  bland,  which  separates  the  Canada  from  the  American  fall.     A 

rulee  is  thrown  across  the  falls  from  tlic  American  side  to  the  island. 

■  ifi  the  British  side,  a  few  ^ards  below,  is  a  projection  called  Table 

i:'>ck,  commanding  a  magnificent  view  of  the  falls.     From  this  rock 

>l>iral  staircase  leads  down  to  the  foot  of  the  cataract,  whore  visit- 

vi  may  pass  under  the  fall  between  the  sheet  of  water  and  the  rock, 

I  h«  path  leads  far  under  the  excavated  bank  of  the  river,  which  in 

ine  places  forms  a  roof  overhanging  30  or  40  feet.     The  fall  of 

■iiih  tin  immense  mass  of  water  produces  violent  whirls  in  the  air, 

-.A  ihf  spray  is  driven  out  with  such  force  that  no  one  can  approach 

•  ■■'!  the  cataract  without  being  drenched  to  the  skin.     It  is 

von  to  draw  a  breath  here,  and  in  entering  this  tremendous 

I.  rt!  is  danger  of  being  blinded  by  the  strong  driving  showers 

The  greatest  distance  to  which  it  is  possible  to  pass  within 

_  IIls'  shed  of  water  is  about  LW  feet.     The  banks  of  the  river  for 
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several  miles  below  the  falls  are  perpendicular  precipices  of  rock«a]id 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  cataract  was  formerly  nracli 
further  down  the  river,  the  rock  having  gradually  worn  away  to  the 
present  spot  A  cloud  of  spray  is  continually  rising  from  the  ibam 
of  water,  and  exhibiting  in  the  sunshine  a  brilliant  rainbow." 

The  above  view  of  the  falls  was  taken  from  the  ferry,  and  shows 
on  the  left  of  Goat  Island,  and  near  to  the  spectator,  the  American 
fall,  and  to  the  right  of  the  island  and  in  the  distance,  the  Crescent  or 
Horse-shoe  fall.  The  cataract  on  the  American  side  is  164,  and  on 
the  Canada  side  158  feet  in  height.  The  stone  tower  seen  in  the 
view  is  connected  with  Goat  Island  by  the  Terrapin  bridge,  a  struc- 
ture 300  feet  in  length,  and  projecting  10  feet  over  the  falls.  This 
tower,  45  feet  in  height,  with  winding  steps  to  the  top,  was  erected  in 
1833,  from  which,  or  from  the  end  of  the  bridge,  the  view  is  awfully 
sublime.  Apart  from  the  falls,  this  whole  region  is  one  of  deep  inter- 
est, from  the  other  natural  curiosities  and  the  historical  reminiscencei 
with  which  it  is  connected.  The  visiter  should  not  fail  to  visit  the 
whirlpool  in  the  Niagara  river,  3  miles  below  the  village.  **  A  mile 
from  the  whirlpool,  the  road  runs  within  a  few  feet  of  the  river's 
bank,  where  a  deep  and  rioomy  chasm  is  rent  or  worn  out  of  the 
rock.  This  is  called  the  DetiFs  Hole,  and  the  small  stream  which 
crosses  the  road  and  falls  into  the  chasm,  is  the  Bloody  Run."  In 
1759,  during  the  old  French  and  Indian  war,  a  detachment  of  100 
British  regulars,  who  were  conveying  provisions,  in  wagons,  to  Fort 
Schlosser,  were  here  surprised  by  a  party  of  Indians  in  ambuscade. 
**  Many  of  the  soldiers  were  killed  at  the  first  discharge,  and  the 
others  were  thrown  into  hopeless  confusion.  The  Indians  fell  like 
tigers  upon  the  drivers,  tomahawked  them  in  their  seats,  and  threw 
them  under  foot  The  wagons  were  backed  off  the  precipice,  zni 
men  and  cattle  fell  with  their  loading  in  one  dismembered  and  muti- 
lated mass  below.  Some  threw  themselves  from  the  bank,  and  fell 
mangled  and  dying  on  the  rocks ;  others  lod^d  in  the  branches  of 
the  trees,  where  they  remained,  disabled,  until  tlie  affray  was  over, 
when  the  savages,  at  their  leisure,  despatched  them."  The  brook 
tliat  courses  the  bank  ran  red  with  the  blood  of  the  slain.  Only  four 
escaped  to  relate  the  horrible  fate  of  their  companions.  Pieces  of 
wagons  and  other  relics  of  this  bloody  affray  remained  in  this  vicinity 
until  within  a  few  years,  but  have  now  mouldered  away. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  falls  is  rendered  memorable  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  the  place  where  a  number  of  bloody  battles  were 
fought  during  the  last  war.  The  battle  of  Chippewa  was  fought  on 
the  6th  of  July,  1814,  at  the  village  of  that  name,  on  the  Canada  side, 
about  two  miles  from  the  falls.  In  July,  the  British  and  American 
forces  being  near  each  other.  Gen.  Ripley  ordered  (Jen.  Scott  to 
make  an  advance  on  Chippewa. 

**  On  the  morning  of  the  fourth.  General  Scott  advanced  with  hia  brigade  and  corps  of 
artillery^  and  took  a  position  on  the  Chippewa  plain,  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the  Tillage,  hia 
ri^t  resting  on  the  river,  and  his  front  protected  by  a  ravine.  The  British  were  encamped 
in  force  at  tht>  village.  In  the  evening  General  Brown  joined  him  with  the  reserve  under 
General  Ripley,  and  the  artillefy  commaiidad  by  M^or  Hinriman.    General  Port«r  aniv»d 
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te  nazt  mormog^  widi  die  New  Yoik  and  Pennylfudft  Tolantaem,  and  a  number  of  In. 
dime  of  the  Six  Netiom.  Eaiiy  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  Britiah  conmienced  a  firing 
en  the  pickets.  Captain  Trott,  who  commanded  one  of  them,  hastily  retreated,  leaving 
mm  of  hie  men  wounded  on  the  ground.  General  Brown  instantly  ordered  him  to  retire 
fiom  the  anny,  and  directed  Captain  Biddle  to  assume  the  command  of  the  picket,  lead  it 
back  to  the  ground,  and  bring  off  the  wounded  man ;  which  he  accomplished  without  losa. 
At  four  in  Uie  afternoon.  General  Porter  advanced,  taking  the  woods  in  order  to  conceal 
Ui  approach,  and  in  the  hope  of  bringing  their  pickets  and  scouting  parties  between  his  line  of 
march  and  the  American  camp.  In  half  an  hour  his  advance  met  the  light  parties  of  the  Brit, 
■b  in  the  woods  on  the  left.  These  were  driven  in,  and  Porter,  advancing  near  Chippewa, 
net  the  whole  British  force  approaching  in  order  of  battle.  General  Scott,  with  his  brigade 
and  Towson's  artillery,  met  them  on  the  plain,  in  front  of  the  American  encampment,  and 
was  directly  engaged  in  close  action  with  the  main  body.  General  Porter's  command  gave 
way,  and  fled  in  every  direction,  by  which  Scott^s  left  flank  was  entirely  uncovered.  Cap. 
lain  Harris,  with  his  dragoons,  was  ordered  to  stop  the  fugitives,  at  the  ravine,  and  form 
them  in  front  of  the  camp.  The  reserve  were  now  ordered  up,  and  General  Ripley  passed 
to  the  woods  in  left  of  the  line  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  enemy ;  but  before  this  was  effected. 
General  Scott  had  compelled  the  British  to  retire.  Their  whole  line  now  fell  back,  and 
were  eagerly  pursued  by  the  Americans.  As  soon  as  they  reached  the  sloping  ground  de- 
scending towards  the  vUlage,  their  lines  broke,  and  they  regained  their  works  in  disorder. 
The  American  troops  pursued  until  within  reach  of  the  guns  frt)m  the  works ;  when  they 
desisted  and  returned  to  their  camp.  The  British  left  two  hundred  dead  on  the  ground, 
■netyJTour  wounded,  beside  those  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  who  were  removed  back 
la  the  camp,  and  fourteen  prisoners.  The  American  loss  was  sixty  killed,  and  two  bun- 
&ed  and  sixty^eigfat  wounded  and  missing." — Perlnti^t  HitU  of  the  Late  War. 

The  battle  of  Bridgewater  or  Lundtfs  LanCy  was  fought  on  the 
85th  of  July.  The  principal  scene  of  this  bloody  action,  was  at  an 
obscure  road,  called  Lundy's  Lane,  about  half  a  mile  westward  from 
the  Niagara  cataract.  **  The  thunder  of  the  cannon,  the  roaring  of 
the  falls,  the  incessant  discharge  of  musketry,  the  groans  of  the  dying 
and  wounded,  during  the  six  hours  in  which  the  parties  were  engaged 
in  close  combat,  heightened  by  the  circumstances  of  its  being  in  the 
nij^ht,  afforded  such  a  scene  as  is  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  annals 
ofslaughter.  The  evening  was  calm,  and  the  moon  shone  with 
lustre  when  not  enveloped  in  clouds  of  smoke  from  the  firing  of  the 
ocHitending  armies."  Since  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Chippewa, 
they  had  received  reinforcements  of  troops  from  Lord  Wellington's 
army  in  Spain ;  and  on  the  25th  of  July,  encamped  on  a  hill,  with 
the  design  of  attacking  the  Americans  the  next  morning. 

**  On  the  25th  ult.,  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Brown  encamped  above 
Chippewa,  near  the  battle  ground  of  the  5th.  At  4  P.  M.,  information  was  received  that 
the  enemy  had  thrown  a  body  of  troops  across  the  Niagara,  at  the  fiveonile  meadows ;  but 
our  commanding  general  was  not  diverted  by  this  movement  The  1st  brigade,  under  Brig. 
Gen.  Scott,  moved  past  Chippewa  and  halted  at  Bridgewater,  a  mile  below  Chippewa,  in 
plain  view  of  Niagara  Falls.  Gen.  Scott  learnt  that  the  enemy,  under  Gen.  Riall,  was  ap. 
preaching  him.  Battle  was  immediately  given  the  enemy,  near  Mr.  Wilson's,  at  half  past 
4  P.  M. ;  their  cannon  were  planted  about  200  rods  from  this  position  on  an  eminence. 
The  enemy's  numerical  force  was  much  superior  to  Gren.  Scon's ;  his  line  was  far  extended, 
tod  he  showed  a  disposition  to  flanks — In  order  to  counteract  these  views  of  Gen.  Riall,  he 
yna  fought  in  detaehmente — he  was  charged  in  column;  Gen.  Scott  being  at  the  head  of 
his  troops  in  almost  every  charge. — Capt  Towson,  with  his  company  of  artillery,  attached 
to  Scott's  brigade,  kept  up  his  fire  with  great  vigor  and  effect.  The  action  was  continued, 
tod  the  ground  maintained  by  Gen.  Scott,  for  more  then  an  hour,  before  the  reserve  under 
Gen.  Ripley,  and  the  volunteers  under  Gen.  Porter,  were  successfully  brought  into  action. 

**  The  ground  was  obstinately  contested  until  past  9  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  when  Gen. 
Bkown  perceiving  that  the  enemy's  artillery  was  most  destructive,  decided  to  storm  the 
battery.    Col.  Miller,*  the  hero  of  Magagua,  was  ordered  to  this  enterprise ;  he  approached 

*  In  receiving  this  order  from  Gren.  Brown,  CoL  Miller  cabnly  surveyed  the  position,  and 
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dw  enemy*!  cannon  wilh  n  qinck  itep,  and  delivered  hii  fin  within  •  lew  pBGca  of  i» 
enemy's  line ;  who,  afler  leceiTing  Ivo  or  ihrco  roundB  and  a  yignrain  charge,  ratind  to  im 
boltom  ol'  ihe  hill,  and  abandoned  hia  cannon.  OnJy  una  piece  waa  brought  off  the  field 
for  wont  uf  honca.  The  enemy  now  gave  way  and  rcireiied  ;  ihey  were  fallowed  aoBi 
diitance.  Our  umy  waa  now  employed  in  securing  the  priaonen  and  bringing  off  ihi 
wounded. — The  ceMalion  however  wee  short :  Lieut.  General  Drununond  is  suppottd  is 
have  arrived  at  this  interval  with  a  reinforcement.  The  enemy  renewed  the  action,  whiii 
our  iruopa  were  busily  employed  in  clearing  iha  ground  of  the  wounded  ;  but  ihu  gailu: 
Anierit-uiia  fonncd  uiQi  ilucrilv,  and  after  a  close  engagement  of  20  niinutea,  Ihe  rntair 
were  rcpubed.  Tho  anny  now  effected  the  reniovnl  of  nearly  if  not  all  of  the  woundtd, 
and  reiired  Itum  ibe  ground,  it  being  nearly  IS  u'clock  at  night ;  thty  relumed  lo  ihrir  en. 
campmcnl  in  good  order.  (Jii  the  morning  of  the  SBih,  our  furcea  under  Genemli  Kipitf 
and  Porter,  reconnoiued  ibe  enemy  near  the  bailla  gruund,  relumed  end  burnt  the  Briii^r- 
WBler  milla,  and  all  the  cticmy'a  bginicka,  and  the  bridge  et  Chippewa,  and  passed  up  itir 
river  10  Fort  Erie,  where  ihey  made  a  atond.  The  entniy'B  force  engaged  roust  liave  tttta 
nearly  3.U00;  oura  abort  of  ilmt  number.  Major-Gen.  Riall  waa  wounded,  and  takLji  la 
the  rear  of  bis  anny  by  Capl.  Kelchuni,  together  with  one  of  hia  aidf,  the  other  being  kitltd. 
"  Mnjor.Gen.  Brown  was  severely  wounded  in  the  ihigb  (besides  a  connuion  on  hb  bwlf) 
in  tlie  hotlesl  of  llie  action,  but  coiiiinuud  tu  conunand  until  the  enemy  relrcaied.  Br^. 
Gen.  Scoll  was  aim  severely  wounded  by  a  grape  in  the  shoulder,  beside*  a  aevere  bruia 
OCCaiBoncd  by  a  shell  or  cannon  shoi,  having  lost  3  horace,  killed.  Col.  Brady  32d  ioJiD. 
Vf;  Majors  JosBup  25lh,  Lesvenwurtli  illh,  M'Niel  lllb;  Brigade-majot  Smith;  Lieuia 
(^mpbell  and  tJmDUL'k,nriiIlcry;  Lieut.  Worlli, aid  (o  Gen.  Scott;  LieuL  Camp  11th;  lugedia 
with  many  others,  whoM  names  we  have  not  leaml,  were  wounded,  some  badly^— TW 
loss  of  Ihe  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded,  was  rising  UilO,  exclusive  of  200  regulais  snd  3(1 
officers  prisoiien.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  is  from  6  tu  TOO.  M(ju> 
M'Fartand  S3d,  Capt.  Ritchie,  enillery,  Capts.  Kinney  and  Goodrich,  LIcuL  Bigelow,  iofu- 
try,  and  eeveral  oilier  officeia,  killed;  Capt.  Spencer,  aid  to  Migor-Geu. Brown, suppovd  M 
be  mortally  wounded ;  Major  Btanton,  of^the  New  York,  volualecia,  Adj.  Few,  of  the  Pena- 
■ylVBOia  volunteerd,  killed.  Miyor  Camp,  of  the  alalf,  loat  two  hones  on  iha  ^Id,  but  es. 
eaped  a  wouud.    The  D<h,  lllli,  and  SSth,  auSered  very  severely." 


View  of  Schlosser  Landing,  Niagara. 

The  above  is  a  northern  view  of  the  steamboat  laiuiing  at  Porter's 

storehouse,  commoniy  called  Schlosser  Landing,  upwards  of  two 

anawered,  "  [  leiU  tn,  tir .'"  which  expression  was  afterward  the  motto  of  hii  regimtui 
During  the  battle  in  the  evening,  Capt.  Ambrose  Spencer,  son  of  (he  chief.justice  of  Nrir 
York,  and  aid  id  Gen.  Brown,  waa  dcppsiched  with  orders  to  one  of  the  regiments ;  vheg 
about  10  dclivrr  them,  he  suddenly  found  himself  in  contact  wilha  Briti^  corpa;  with  gretl 
eoolneas  and  a  linn  air,  he  inquired  what  regiment  is  Ihisi  On  being  answered,  fie  Er^ 
Scat;  he  immediately  rrplied,  "  ifsyal  Scolt,  remain  aiyoa  art."  The  conunandant  of  iks 
corii",  Buppnsing  the  ordcra  came  from  his  commanding  general,  immediately  halted  hit  iv- 
gimeni,  and  Captain  Spencer  rode  off.  Copiain  Spencer  was  afterword  mortally  wonndHJ, 
and  taken  prisoner.  Capt.  Luring,  tlio  sid  of  Gen.  Drummond,  ww  alao  taken  prisaaer 
lie  waa  eichangcd  for  the  torptt  of  Capt.  Spencei. 
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from  the  fells.  The  site  of  old  Fort  Schlosser  is  nearly  a 
mile  below  the  landing :  it  was  anciently  a  stoccade  built  upon  banks 
slightly  raised  above  the  plain.  The  steamboat  Caroline,  the  burn- 
ing of  which  has  caused  so  much  sensation  on  the  frontiers,  lay  be- 
side the  store-house  represented  in  the  engraving.  Part  of  the  village 
of  Chippewa,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Niagara  river,  is  seen  on  the 
right  in  the  extreme  distance.  Navy  Island,  so  celebrated  as  a  place 
of  resort  for  the  Canadian  patriots,  or  rebels,  as  they  are  alternately 
called,  is  seen  to  the  left  beyond  the  store-house.  The  following  is 
extracted  from  "  De  Veaux's  Falls  of  Niagara." 

**  About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  December,  1837,  twenty^igfat  men,  principally  Cb. 
mdifinit,  with  Rennelser  Van  Rensselaer  and  William  Lyon  Mackeniie,  went  on  Navy 
Island.  They  called  to  diem  the  patriots  of  Canada,  and  all  others  the  friends  of  that 
cause.  In  the  space  of  three  weeks,  between  three  and  four  hundred  responded  to  the 
call :  some  from  the  United  States,  and  some  from  Canada.  They  brought  with  them  arms 
and  proTimons.  They  staid  on  the  island  for  one  month,  and  then,  at  their  own  choice, 
left  it,  and  not  in  fear  of  dieir  opponents.  Opposite  to  them,  were  assembled  five  thousand 
nen,  consisting  of  British  regulars,  incorporated  militia,  and  a  body  of  Indians  and  Negroes. 
Batteries  were  erected,  and  balls  and  shells  were,  at  intervals,  cast  upon  the  island.  The 
Wanders  were  incessantly  in  a  state  of  danger  and  alarm ;  yet  they  would,  at  times,  pro. 
vokingly  return  the  fire ;  still  they  remained  unattacked.  For  a  month,  a  raw,  undisciplined 
band  of  men,  in  the  severity  of  winter,  with  no  shelter  but  such  as  they  then  constructed« 
and  miserably  clad,  set  at  defiance  and  laughed  at  the  overwhelming  force,  which  lay  so 
near  to  them  that  they  frequently  conversed  together. 

"  The  steamboat  Caroline  came  from  Buffalo,  on  the  29th  of  December,  it  was  said,  to 
ply  as  a  feny.boat  between  Schlosser  and  Navy  Island.  It  passed,  that  day,  forth  and  back 
several  times,  and  before  sun^lown  was  brought  to  at  the  wharf,  at  Schlosser,  and  moored 
for  the  night.  At  that  place,  there  was  but  one  house,  and  that  a  tavern.  The  warlike 
movementa  between  the  patriots  and  British,  had  drawn  to  the  frontier,  through  motives  oi 
curiosity,  a  great  number  of  penons.  The  tavern  was  crowded— lodgings  could  not  be 
obtained-— and  several  persons,  observing  the  steamboat,  sought  for  accommodations  on 
board,  and  were  received.  In  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  watch,  for  a  watch  on  board 
steamboats  is  usually  kept,  saw  something  advancing  on  the  water.  He  hailed,  but  before 
be  could  gyve  the  alarm,  a  body  of  armed  men  rushed  on  board,  shot  at  the  sentinel  and 
all  ihty  met,  crying — *  Cut  them  down  /'  *  Give  no  quarter  P  No  arms  were  on  board  of 
the  boat ;  no  attack  was  expected ;  and  no  resistance  was  made.  Some  got  on  shore  un. 
implied ;  others  were  severely  cut  and  dangerously  wounded.  One  man  was  shot  dead  on 
Ibe  wbar(  and  twelve  were  missing,  either  killed,  or  burnt  and  sunk  with  the  boat.  They 
towed  the  boat  out  in  the  river,  and  set  it  on  fire ;  the  flames  buret  forth ;  it  drifted  slowly, 
and  its  blase  shone  far  and  wide  over  the  water  and  adjacent  shores.  On  the  Canada  side, 
at  a  distance  above  Chippewa,  was  burning  a  laige  light,  as  a  signal  to  thoae  engaged  in 
the  eziiediiioii.  In  a  short  time,  an  astounding  shout  came  booming  over  the  water :  it 
was  for  the  soocess  and  return  of  those  who  had  performed  this  deed.  The  beacon  was 
extinguished.  The  Caroline  still  moved  on,  and  cast  its  lurid  light  far  and  wide,  clothing 
die  scene  in  gloom  and  horror ;  and  just  below  the  point  of  Iris  Island,  suddenly  disap. 
pnred.  Many  of  the  wrecked  and  charred  remains  were,  the  next  morning,  floating  in 
the  current  and  eddies  below  the  falls.*' 

Pendleton,  taken  from  Niagara  in  1827 ;  from  Albany  284  miles. 
Pendleton  is  a  small  village,  7  miles  SW.  from  Lockport,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Erie  canal  wim  the  Tonawanta  creek,  rop.  1,098. 
^PoETER,  taken  from  Cambria  in  1812;  from  Albany  304  miles. 
Pop.  2,175.  Youngstown,  port  of  delivery  on  the  Niagara  river,  1 
mile  above  Lake  Ontario,  19  miles  NW.  from  Liockport,  has  about 
40  dwellings. 

The  following  is  a  distant  view  of  Fort  Niagara  as  seen  from  near 
the  lighthouse  on  the  British  side.  The  engraving  from  which  the 
above  w^as  copied,  was  published  during  the  last  war,  and  shows  its 
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DiilaiU  view  of  Fort  Niagara. 


appearance  at  that  period.  On  the  19th  of  Dec,  1613,  a  British  force 
of  more  than  1,200  men  crossed  over  and  took  the  fort  by  surprise. 
The  garrison  consisted  of  but  370,  and  tlie  commander  was  absent, 
and  the  gates  of  the  fort  were  open  and  ungiiarded.  The  result  of  the 
attacic  was  as  might  have  been  expected-— sixty-five  of  the  garrison 
were  killed ;  twenty-seven  pieces  of  ordnance  and  large  quantities 
of  military  stores  were  taken.  The  following  interesting  historical 
account  of  this  place,  is  taken  from  "  De  Veaux's  Falls  of  Niagara," 
published  in  1639. 

'■  This  fortieH  is  in  l>lilud«  43  deg.  14  tee.  N.  In  16T9,  ■  mull  spot  wm  endoMd  If 
palindee,  hj  M.  De  Salle,  «n  oflicei  in  the  «emce  uf  France.  Id  1725,  the  fori  wm 
built.  In  1T59,  it  wu  taken  by  the  British,  under  Sir  Williun  JohnBon.  The  capture  hM 
been  ucribed  to  ireachery,  though  there  is  not  known  to  be  any  eiietine  aulhotily  lo 
the  charge.  In  1796,  it  wu  nirrendenHl  to  the  United  Slatei.  On  the  19tb  of  Ueci 
1813,  it  waa  again  token  by  [he  British,  by  surptiae  \  and  in  March,  1815,  agsin  nuTCD. 
dered  lo  die  Americans.  This  old  (an  ia  as  much  noted  for  enonnity  and  crime,  aa  fur  any 
giHid  ever  denTed  from  it  by  the  nation  in  occupalioti.  While  in  the  bends  of  the  Prench, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  been,  at  times,  used  as  B  prison;  lis  cloae  and  ira^cgiaUs 
dungeons,  where  light  waa  not  admitied,  snd  where  remained,  for  many  yean  afler,  clear 
traces,  and  a  part  (?  the  ready  inslmmenufor  execution,  or  for  murder.  During  tbe  Ameri 
can  revolulion,  it  was  the  head-quartcn  of  all  that  waa  barbaroua,  uoreleniing,  and  cnteL 
There,  were  coiuiegated  the  leaden  and  chieb  ofihoee  bands  of  rouiderers  and  miacniBB^ 
thai  carried  death  and  destnicIiDn  into  the  remote  American  asttlemenls.  Then,  dviliud 
Europe  revelled  with  savage  America ;  and  ladies  of  education  and  Tefinement  mingled  in 
the  society  of  th«e  whow  only  distinction  waa  lo  wield  the  bloody  lomabawk  and  sealrBV. 
knife.  There,  the  squaws  of  the  forest  were  raised  lo  eminence,  and  the  moat  unholy 
unions  between  them  and  officers  of  the  highest  rank,  smiled  upon  and  countenanced. 
There,  in  iheii  atronghold,  like  a  neat  of  vulturea,  securely,  for  seven  yean,  they  nlliid 
forlh  and  preyed  upon  the  distant  aettlenieata  of  the  Mohawka  and  Stuquehannaha.  )t  wM 
the  depot  of  their  plunder ;  there  they  planned  ifaeir  forays,  and  there  they  ralomed  to  feari, 
imdl  the  huur  of  action  came  again. 

"  Fort  Niagara  is  in  the  alaie  of  New  York,  and  elands  on  a  point  of  land  at  the  iatn& 
td  ihe  Niagara  river.  Il  ia  a  traditionary  story,  that  the  me»hoaa>,  whMl  ia  a  my  ittoog 
building  and  the  latgeit  in  the  fori,  was  erected  by  attalagem.  A  eonaiderable,  ihougti  art 
powerful  body  of  French  troops,  had  arrived  at  the  point.  Their  force  was  inierior  lo  dH 
anrronnding  Indians,  of  whom  they  were  under  some  apprebenaionB.  7*hey  obtained  eoa. 
•enl  of  the  Indians  to  build  a  wigwam,  and  induced  them,  wiih  some  of  their  uSccis,  to 
engage  in  an  extensive  hunt.  The  msterials  had  been  rosde  ready,  and,  while  Ihe  Indiaas 
were  abeeni,  the  French  built.  When  the  parlies  relumed,  st  night,  they  bad  advinced 
so  ^  with  ^e  work,  as  to  cover  their  &ces,  and  to  defend  themeetve*  against  the  aavago. 
in  caae  of  an  attack.    In  progrew  of  dme.  it  baeanw  a  plaoa  n<  eooaidwabto  ate^yh.    ItiaA 
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Mi  bastioniy  nTines ;  iti  ditch  and  pickets ;  its  curtains  and  countenearp ;  its  covered  way, 
drawbridge,  raking-batterias ;  its  stone  towers,  laboratory,  and  magazine ;  its  mess-house, 
ban»eks,  bakery,  and  blacksmith  shop ;  and,  for  worship,  a  chapel,'  with  a  large  ancient 
£al  orer  the  door,  to  mark  the  hourly  course  of  the  sun.  It  was,  ind^,  a  little  city  of 
HnU*,  and  for  a  long  period  the  greatest  place  south  of  Montreal,  or  west  of  Albany.  The 
foifieaiioiia  originally  covered  a  space  of  about  eight  acres.  At  a  few  rods  from  the  barrier 
gala,  waa  the  burying  ground ;  it  was  filled  with  memorials  of  the  mutability  of  human  life; 
nd  over  the  portals  of  the  entrance  was  painted,  in  large  and  emphatic  characters,  the 
vvri'REST.' 

^  It  ia  generally  believed,  that  aome  of  the  distant  fortresses  of  France  were  often  con. 
varted  into  state  prisons,  as  well  as  for  defensive  purposes.  There  was  much  about  Fort 
NMigaiBf  to  eatabUsh  the  belief  that  it  had  been  used  as  such.  The  dungeon  of  the  meas. 
hone,  called  the  blackJiole,  was  a  strong,  dark,  and  dismal  place ;  and  in  one  comer  of 
ike  room  vraa  fixed  the  apparatua  for  strangling  such  unhappy  wretches  aa  fell  under  the 
Aqiteasure  of  the  despotic  ruleis  of  those  dajrs.  The  walls  of  this  dungeon,  from  top  to 
bottom,  had  engraved  upon  them  French  names,  and  mementos  in  that  language.  That 
the  prisoners  were  no  common  persons  was  clear,  as  the  letters  and  emblems  were  chiselled 
oat  in  good  style.  In  June,  1812,  when  an  attack  was  momentarily  expected  upon  the  fort 
by  a  superior  British  force,  a  merchant,  resident  at  Fort  Niagara,  depoeited  aome  valuable 
anidea  in  thia  dungeon.  He  took  occasion,  one  night,  to  visit  it  with  a  light ;  he  examined 
ike  walla,  and  there,  among  hundreds  of  French  names,  he  aaw  his  own  femily  name  en. 
gnved  in  large  letters.  He  took  no  notes,  and  haa  no  recollection  of  the  other  names  and 
amnoriaia;  he  intended  to  repeat  his  visit,  and  to  extend  his  examination,  but  other  avoca 
tiooa  caused  the  subject  to  be  neglected ;  and  it  was  not  brought  to  mind  again  nntU  of  late 
years,  when  all  was  changed,  ui  further  corroboration  that  Fort  Niagara  had  witnesaed 
aeenea  of  guilt  and  foul  murder,  was  the  fact  that,  in  1805,  it  became  necessary  to  clear  out 
•a  old  sink  attached  to  the  meas-house.  The  bones  of  a  female  were  found  therein,  evi. 
dantly,  from  the  place  where  discovered,  the  victim  of  some  atrocious  crime. 

"  There  were  many  legendary  stories  about  the  fort  In  the  centre  of  the  mesaJionsa 
waa  a  well  of  water,  but,  it  having  been  poisoned  by  aome  of  the  former  occupants,  in  lat. 
Iw  years  the  water  was  not  used ;  and  it  was  a  story  with  the  soldiers,  and  believed  by 
Ik  superstitious,  that  at  midnight  the  headless  trunk  of  a  French  general  officer  was  ofien 
apen  sitting  on  the  curb  of  the  old  well,  where  he  had  been  murdered,  and  his  body  thrown 
in;  and,  according  to  dreamers  and  money-diggers,  large  tieasures,  both  in  gold  and  silver, 
have  been  buried  in  many  of  the  nooks  and  comers  of  the  old  fort.  Many  applications 
aaed  to  be  made  to  the  American  officers,  to  dig  for  money,  and  persons  have  been  known 
ID  come  from  a  considerable  distance  for  that  purpose.  The  requeats  were,  of  course, 
refused.** 

Roy  ALTON,  taken  from  Hartland  in  1817 ;  from  Albany  268  miles. 
Middleport  12,  Gasport  6,  and  Reynales  Basin  7i  miles  £.  from 
Lockport,  are  all  small  villages  on  the  canal.  Royalton  Centre  is  a 
small  village  centrally  located.     Pop.  3,557. 

Somerset,  taken  from  Hartland  in  1823 ;  from  Albany  280,  from 
Lockport,  NE.,  14  miles.  Somerset  is  a  small  settlement  near  the 
lake  shore.     Pop.  1,741. 

Wheatfield,  recently  taken  from  Niagara.  The  villa^  of  Tona- 
wanda,  in  Erie  county,  is  partially  on  the  SW.  an^le  of  the  town  on 
both  sides  of  the  Tonawanda  creek,  and  on  the  Imes  of  the  BuiTalo 
and  Niagara  Falls  railroad  and  Erie  canal.     Pop.  1,048. 

Wilson,  taken  from  Porter  in  1818;  from  Albany  2M  miles. 
Wilson  is  a  small  village,  13  miles  NW.  from  Lockport,  and  1^  miles 
from  Lake  Ontario,  upon  the  lake  road.    Pop.  1,753. 
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ONEffiA  COUNTY. 

Oneida  county  was  taken  from  Herkimer  in  1780 ;  since  much  re- 
duced by  the  formation  of  other  counties.  Oneida  is  a  corruption  of 
the  Indian  word  Oneiyuta,  signifying  upright  or  standing  stone. 
Greatest  length  N.  and  S.  47,  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  40  miles. 
From  New  York  NW.  252,  from  Albany  107  miles.  The  surface 
has  just  diversity  and  unevenncss  enough  to  form  a  pleasing  variety, 
and  to  supply  brisk  streams  of  pure  water,  and  a  salubrious  atmos- 
phere. Hardly  a  farm  is  without  perpetual  streams  and  brooks. 
The  northeast  and  southern  parts  approach  a  hilly  character,  a  wa- 
ving surface  with  an  easy  swell ;  the  northwest  part  is  tolerably  level, 
and  the  central  richly  variegated  with  easy  undulations.  The  soil '» 
of  various  qualities,  but  everywhere  rich  and  productive.  The  cot 
ton  and  woollen  manufactures  are  carried  on  here  more  extensively 
than  in  any  other  county  in  the  state.  The  Erie  canal  crosses  this 
county,  following  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river  to  Rome,  and 
there  turns  southwestward  into  Madison  county.  This  section  of  the 
canal  is  part  of  the  long  level  69^  miles  in  length,  extending  from 
Frankfort  in  Herkimer  county  to  Syracuse  in  Onondaga.  The  loute 
of  the  Chenango  canal,  which  unites  the  Susquehannah  river  with  the 
Erie  canal,  leaves  the  latter  at  Utica,  passing  thence  into  the  vall^ 
of  the  Oriskany,  and  thence  follows  the  same  into  the  county  of  Mut 
ison.  Another  canal  is  also  commenced,  uniting  the  Black  river  with 
the  Erie  canal ;  it  leaves  the  latter  at  Rome,  and  follows  thence  up 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  crosses  the  dividing  ridge  between 
the  waters  of  the  same  and  the  Black  river  in  the  town  ot  Boonville. 
Parts  of  the  Utica  and  Schenectady,  and  Utica  and  Syracuse  railroads, 
are  in  this  county.  The  county  buildings  are  located  at  Whitesbo- 
rough,  Utica,  and  Rome.  The  county  is  divided  into  25  towns  and 
the  city  of  Utica,     Pop.  85,346.     ^ 

Annsville,  taken  from  Lee,  Florence,  Camden,  and  Vienna,  in 
1823;  from  Albany  112,  from  Rome  NW.  10  miles.  Pop.  1,765. 
Tabcrg  is  a  small  post  village. 

Augusta,  organized  in  1798,  and  settled  in  1794;  Oriskany  Falls 
or  Casety  Hollow,  21  miles,  and  Augusta  18  miles  SW.  from  Utica, 
are  small  villages.  The  Oriskany  Falls,  a  cascade  of  50  or  60  feet, 
are  at  Casety  Hollow.  The  Chenango  canal  passes  through  the  vil- 
lace.     Knox's  Corners  is  a  small  settlempnt.    Pop.  2,175. 

Idoonville,  taken  from  Leyden  of  Lewis  county  in  1805 ;  NW. 
from  Albany  110  miles.  Boonville,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
on  the  Black  river  road,  26  miles  N.  from  Utica,  contains  about  40 
dwellings.    Ava  is  a  post-office.    Pop.  5.519. 

Bridgewater,  organized  in  1797  as  part  of  Herkimer  county ;  from 
Albany  81  miles.  Bridgewater,  an  incorporated  village  upon  the 
Unadilla  river,  18  miles  S.  from  Utica,  has  aboat  40  dwellings.  Popi 
1,418. 
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Cahdik,  taken  from  Mexico  in  Oswego  county  in  1799;  Irom  Al- 
bany 127  miles.  This  town  was  settled  about  1808  by  New  Englsnd 
fiumers.  Camden,  17  miles  NW.  of  Rome,  was  incorporated  in  1831, 
and  contains  about  50  dwellings.  West  Camden  is  a  post-office. 
Pop.  2^29. 

DKUFiiLDf  organized  in  1796 ;  from  Albany  100  miles.  Deerfield 
Tillage  is  connected  with  Utica  by  a  causeway  a  mile  m  length,  and 
a  bridge  across  the  Mohawk.  North  Gage  is  a  post~of&ce.  Pop. 
8,120.     The  soil  on  the  river  flats  in  this  town  is  of  great  fertility. 

Flokence,  the  NW.  town  of  the  county,  was  taken  from  Qamden 
in  1805 ;  from  Albany  121,  from  Rome  28,  and  from  Utica  43  miles. 
Fop.  1,250. 

Flots,  taken  from  Steuben  as  part  of  Heiiimer  cotmty  in  1796 ; 
from  Albany  100  miles.  Floyd's  Comers  is  a  small  aettlement  13 
milet  NW.  from  Utical  This  town  was  'named  after  William  Floyd, 
ons  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.     Fop.  1,741. 


Disbmt  view  of  Hamilton  CoStge,  Kirkland, 

KniLAXD  was  taken  from  Paris  in  1827.  It  was  settled  by  Moses 
Foote,  Esq.,  in  company  with  ten  families,  in  1787.  It  has  a  fertile 
soil,  and  its  surface  is  diversified  with  hills  and  valleys.  Pop.  2,984. 
Clinton,  the  principal  settlement  in  this  town,  is  9  miles  from  Utica, 
on  the  Chenango  canal.  The  vtllaee  consists  of  about  50  dwellings, 
1  Congregational,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Universalist  church,  2  academies, 
abd  2  seminaries  for  females.  The  annexed  engraving  shows  the  ap* 
pearance  of  the  Hamilton  college  buildings  as  seen  from  the  canal  m 
Clinton  village,  about  one  mile  and  a  balfdistant,  beautifiilly  situated 
on  a  commanding  eminence  westward  of  the  Oriskany  TaUey,  over- 
looking the  village,  having  a  delightful  distant  prospect  The  col- 
lege buildings  connst  of  uiree  stone  buildings  lour  stories  high,  for 
study,  lodging-rooms,  a  chapel,  President's  dwelling-house,  boarding 
and  servants*  nouse,  and  41  acres  of  land.  This  institution  was  esta& 
Itsbed  in  1812.  The  original  cost  of  the  college  grounds  and  build- 
il^  was  about  $80,000.    "  The  college  in  1884  raised  by  aubscrip- 


862  ONHDA   COUNTY. 

Uon  the  sum  of  (50,000 ;  forming  a  fimd  for  the  payment  of  tbe  •>!• 
aries  of  the  officers.  William  H.  Maynard,  who  died  in  Sept.  1832, 
bequeathed  to  it  930,000,  to  endow  a  professorship  of  law ;  and  S. 
N.  Dexter,  Esq.,  of  Whiteatown,  in  1636,  gave  915,000  for  endowing 
a  profeHiorship." 

The  annexed  is  a  view  of  the  "  Clinton  Liberal  Institute"  in  tbe 
village  of  Clinton.    This  building  is  built  of  gray  stone  96  by  52  feet, 


ClintoH  Liberal  TiutituU,  Kirkland. 


four  stories  in  height  besides  the  basement.  The  buildiiu  for  the  fe- 
male department  is  of  wood,  40  by  25  feet,  3  stories.  This  iuttito- 
tion  was  incorporated  in  I8S4,  and  placed  under  tbe  visitation  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University  in  1836. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  from  whom  this  town  derives  its  name, 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  of  Norwich,  Ccninecticut  Thii 
devoted  missionary  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  Mr.  Wheelock't 
school,  and  afWrward  finished  his  education  at  the  college  in  Nev 
Jersey,  where  he  graduated  in  1765.  The  next  year,  (1766,)  he 
commenced  his  mission  among  the  Oneidas,  laboring  and  living  with 
them  and  endearing  himself  to  them  by  hia  attention  and  efforts  to  do 
them  good.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the 
Six  Nations,  wiUi  the  exception  of  the  Oneidas,  who  were  mostly  un- 
der the  influence  of  Mr.  Kirkland,  joined  ihe  British  cause.  The  in- 
testine war  which  now  took  place  forced  Mr.  Kirkland  to  remove 
hia  family  from  thia  region,  but  he  himself  continued  his  labors  amon^ 
the  Oneidas  as  opportunities  offered,  and  by  hia  influence  a  firm  friend- 
ship was  maintained  between  them  and  the  Americans.  During  a 
portion  of  the  war  he  officiated  as  chaplain  to  the  American  forces 
m  the  vicinity ;  he  also  accompanied  the  expedition  of  Gen.  Sullivan, 
in  1779,  through  the  western  part  of  the  state. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  state  of  New  York,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  valuable  services  during  the  revolution,  wanted  to 
him  the  lands  lying  in  the  town  of  Kirkland,  known  as  Kirkland's 
patent,  upon  a  portion  of  which,  Hamilton  College  stands.  To  tbess 
lands  he  removed  his  batSy  in  1792,  and  fixed  nis  residence  near  ths 
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iSbiigb  of  Clmtoi,  where  he  contmned  till  hif  death,  March  S8th, 
'J808,  in  the  aixty-feventh  year  of  his  age.  The  labon  of  Mr.  Kirii- 
Ittid  among  the  Oneidas,  were  in  many  instances  attended  with  hap- 
jiy  consequences ;  a  large  portion  of  the  nation  ultimately  professed 
to  believe  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  many  of  them  appeared  de- 
voted Christians,  amon^  whom  was  tfie  venerable  diief  Skenandoa. 
About  the  year  1701,  Mr.  Kirkland  conceived  Hie  project  of  estab- 
lishing a  seminary  which  should  be  accessible  to  the  Indian  youdi 
as  well  as  the  whites.  Through  his  exertions  a  charter  of  incorpo- 
ration was  obtained  for  the  institution  in  1793,  under  the  name  of 
Hamilton  Oneida  Academy."  In  1794  a  building  was  erected, 
for  many  years  afterward  continued  to  be  known  as  Oneida 


Btdt,  till  the  seminary  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  college,  with  the 
ibffe  of  Hamilton  college.  Mr.  Kirkland  was  a  generous  benefactor 
OE  lUa  institotion,  and  expended  much  of  his  time  and  means  in  pro- 
■otipig  ita  interests. 

'Jtkb  following  account  of  the  death  of  Skenandoa,  the  Oneida 
eiiaC  and  the  "*  white  man's  friend,''  was  published  in  the  Utica  P^ 
Wfl^  March  19th,  1816.    In  a  few  particulars  it  is  abridged. 

"teed  at  1m  nadenee,  nev  Oneidm  Cttrtle,  oo  Moodaj,  lltii  liHt,  fikmadot,  the  e«|. 
•kued  Oneida  ch^  iged  110  yaaia:  well  known  in  the  wan  wliieh  oeemred  while  we 
ma  BrilUi  cotaaiea,  and  in  die  eooteet  which  iiRied  in  our  independence,  at  die  underi- 
M^  friend  of  dw  people  of  die  UniCed  Statee.  He  waa  very  aarago  wad  addicted  to 
thaaiiiniiM*  in  hit  yomh,  bat  bf  his  own  railectiotts  and  the  benerolent  inetnetion  of  tiia 
fan  Rer.  Hr.  m^i^nH,  mimonary  to  his  tribe,  he  lived  a  nlbnned  man  Ibr  moie  dian 
ddf  yeaia,  and  died  in  Christian  hope.  From  attachment  to  Mr.  Kiifcland  he  had  alwafi 
a^iamed  a  atroog  desire  to  be  bnried  near  his  minister  and  &ther,  tliat  he  might  (to  nee 
Mi  own  exprcesion,)  *  Oo  up  with  him  at  the  great  rtntrrtetkm.*  At  the  approach  of  deatiu 
ifter  l^Ceniiv  ^  ^  pnyen  which  were  read  at  his  bed-aide  by  his  greatgruiddaughter, 
hi  ^ain  repeated  the  request.  Accordingly,  the  fimiily  of  Mr.  Kirkland  Inving  receifed 
hfctmitiffn  by  a  ranner  that  Skenandoa  was  dead,  in  compliance  widi  a  preidoQs  promise, 
iwt  assistsnce  to  tlie  Indians  that  the  corpee  might  be  carried  to  the  TiDiige  chT  Clinton  for 
MsL  Divine  aenrice  was  attended  at  the  meeting-house  in  Clinton  on  Wedneeday  at  9 
iFdodL,  P.  M.  An  address  was  made  to  die  Indians  by  die  Rev.  Dr.  Baekna,  PrssideiM  of 
fboalton  college,  which  was  interpreted  by  Judge  Deane,  of  Westmoreland.  Prayer  was 
dHSflffved  and  appropriate  pealms  sung.  After  service,  the  concouse  which  had  sssnm 
Utd  from  reepoet  to  the  decMsed  chie(  or  "from  the  singularity  of  the  ocowioo,  moved  to 
fre  giifa  in  we  IbUowing  Older  »— 

Students  of  Hamilton  College, 

CORPSE, 

Indians, 

Mrs.  Kirkland  andiamily. 

Judge  Deane, — Rev.  Dr.  Norton— Rev.  Mr.  Ayit, 

Officers  of  Hamilton  College, 

Citixena. 

"Aftw  intianient,  die  only  surviving  son  of  the  deceased,  aelilnioved,  rstomed  thanksi 
ttram^  Jodge  Deane  as  interpreter,  to  the  people  for  die  respect  diown  to  Ui  fiither  on 
ie  Off  irimi,  and  to  Bira.  Kirkland  and  frmily  for  their  kind  and  friendly  attention. 

*8keBnwloa'to  peraon  was  tall,  well  made,  and  robost.    His  conntenanoe  was  inteUigettt, 


*In  ^  year  17^  Skenandoa  was  present  at  a  treaty  made  in  Albany.    At  ni^  he 
viiaicsaHvely  drunk,  and  in  the  morningfound  himself  in  the  street,  stripped  of  alllui 

aaBamiiB  sml ij  iitirin  nf  rlnthing     His  piide  revolted  at  his  selMigradation,  and  ha 

fill  id  that  ha  would  never  again  dehvar  hisHelf  over  to  the  power  of  ttnmg  teeter. 
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and  displayed  all  the  pecutiar  digmty  of  an  Indian  chief.  In  his  yoath  hm  wm  a  famt  «1 
intrepid  warrior,  and  in  his  riper  yean  one  of  the  noblest  counsellors  among  die  KoA 
American  tribes ;  he  passessed  a  vigorous  mind,  and  was  alike  sagacious,  actiTe,  and  pMh 
yering.  As  an  enemy,  be  was  terrible.  Ab  a  friend  and  ally,  he  was  mild  and  geodiii 
his  diBposition,  and  faithful  to  his  engagements.  His  vigilance  once  preserved  from  mMk 
ere  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  settlement  at  German  Flats.  In  the  revolutionary  warkii 
influence  induced  the  Oneidas  to  take  up  arms  in  favor  of  the  Americana.  Among  the  !■• 
dians  he  was  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  the  *  white  man's  friend.' 

**  Although  he  could  speak  but  little  EngUsh,  and  in  his  extreme  old  age  was  blind,  j«l 
his  company  was  sought.  In  conversation  he  was  highly  decorous ;  evincing  that  he  hii 
profited  by  seeing  civilized  and  polished  society,  and  by  mingling  Mrith  good  company  it 
his  better  days. 

**  To  a  friend  who  called  on  him  a  short  time  since,  he  thus  expressed  himself  by  an  iB> 
terpreter:  *  I  am  an  aged  hemlock.  The  winds  of  an  hundred  winters  have  wfanded 
through  my  branches ;  I  am  dead  at  the  top.  The  generation  to  which  I  belonged  bsvi 
run  away  and  left  me :  why  I  live,  the  Great  Grood  Spirit  only  knows.  Pray  to  my  Jmi 
that  I  may  have  patience  to  wait  for  my  appointed  time  to  die.* 

**  Honored  Chief!  His  prayer  was  answered ;  he  was  cheerful  and  resigned  to  the  htf. 
For  several  yeara  he  kept  his  dress  for  the  grave  prepared.  Once  and  again,  and  sgain,  bi 
came  to  Clinton  to  die :  longing  (hat  his  soul  might  be  with  Christ,  and  his  body  in  thi 
narrow  house  near  his  beloved  Christian  teacher.  While  the  ambitious  but  vulgar  cnt^ 
look  principally  to  sculptured  monuments  and  to  riches  in  the  temple  of  earthly  fuw; 
Skenandoa,  in  the  spirit  of  the  only  real  nobility,  stood  with  his  loins  girded,  waiting  ito 
coming  of  the  Lord." 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  monuments  in  the 
Hamilton  College  grave-yard : — 

"  Skenaxdoa.  This  monument  is  erected  by  the  Noetherh  MissiOKAaT  Socnrr,  is 
testimony  of  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Skenandoa,  who  died  in  the  peace  and  bopi 
of  the  gospel,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1816.  Wise,  eloquent,  and  brave,  he  long  swajrid 
the  councils  of  his  tribe,  whose  confidence  and  affection  he  eminently  enjoyed.  In  tin 
war  which  placed  the  Canadas  under  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  he  was  actively  engtgj&i 

X'lnst  the  French :  in  that  of  the  revolution,  he  espoused  that  of  the  colonies,  and  enr 
rward  remained  a  firm  fnend  to  the  United  States.  Under  the  ministry  of  the  Rsf. 
Mr.  Kirkland  he  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  having  exhibited  their  power  ii 
a  long  life  adorned  by  every  Christian  virtue,  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  at  the  advanced  age  cC 
one  hundred  years." 


**  H.  S.  E.  Axel  Backus,  STD.,  vir  pietate  insignis  omni  doctrina  excnkns,  Evai^efii 
minister  fervidus  et  pneclarus  Collegii  Hamiitonensis  f\iit  Prsses  semper  diUigentiHiDai 
et  alumnis  carissimus.  In  eo,  sumraa  in  homines  benevolentia,  misericordia  incormpca 
fides,  nudaque  Veritas :  coi\jux  superetes  dolet.  ,  Et  omnes  quibus  vivens  ille  fiiit  nalHi 
Lugent  et  plorant. — Memoriae  Frciridis  dilectissimi  et  venerandi,  curatorea  Collegii  HamiL 
tonensis :  Hoc  monumentum  prosuerunt. — Ecclesis  spud  Bethlem,  Conn.,  Pastor  Annas 
xxii.  Coll.  Ham.  Freses  iv« — ^De  vita  decessit  Die  Dec.  duodetricesimo.  Anno  Donim. 
MDCCCXVI.    JEuUiy 

[Here  hes  buried,  Azel  Backus,  DD.,  a  man  of  remarkable  piety  and  learning,  a  xeakMa 
minister  of  the  gospel,  a  distinguished  President  of  Hamilton  College ;  a  noum  of  extraor. 
dinary  diligence,  and  greatly  endeared  to  the  members  of  the  institution.  In  him  wcte 
conspicuous  the  highest  benevolence  towards  his  fellow  men,  nncomiptible  integrity,  vd 
uncompromising  truth.  His  wife  survives  to  lament  his  loss :  and  all  who  knew  him  moon 
also.  The  corporation  of  Hamilton  College  have  erected  this  monument  to  the  memoty  of 
their  beloved  and  venerated  President.  He  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Bethlem,  Conn., 
39  yean,  President  of  Hamilton  College,  4.  He  departed  this  life  December  S8ih,  AD. 
1816,  aged  53  yean.] 


**  H.  8.  Quod  potuit  mori  Sethi  Norton,  A.M.,  Lingnartmi  ProfesKms  in  CoDegio 
iltonensi ;  Sui  brevem  vits  cursum  Literis  deditus  cum  magno  studio  Pnecepton  ~ 
mus  et  cariflrimus  cucurrit.    Et  in  mediis  laboribus  maximo  sui  desiderio  subifiB  moni 
cubuit  Dec.  7th,  1818,  ^tatis  Anno  40.     Linguarum  fuit  Professor  Annos  6.    Cmatem 
CoUegii  Hamiltooejisifl  Hoc  monumentum  ponendum  canverant.*' 
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.  f*Bu9  k  talM  ■&  disk  WM  noml  of  Sedi  Nortoot  MA^  Vwttmm  of  LttiiaigM  in 
MmaSitm  Golkgo.  DovMmI  to  iMmiaff  •  he  ran  his  biiaf  eaieer  with  gratt  mbI  m  an  iiw 
Mmolor,  iUUhl  and  tndoand  to  aU.  la  the  midit  of  Ui  labon,  he  waa  o?«taheii  hftmL 
4ta  death,  to  the  gnat  himmtation  of  thoee  who  knew  him.  He  died  Deoember  7«  1818, 
im  die  4lhh  year  or  hie  age.  He  wee  Profaawr  of  Laagnagea  daring  «x  fean.  11m  oor- 
gktatioa  of  Hamilton  CoUege  ha?e  ereoted  tfaia  monument.''] 

LsKy  taken  from  Western  in  1811 ;  fix)m  Albany  115,  from  Rome 
N.  8  miles.  Stokes  or  Nisbef  s  Comers  and  Portage  are  villages, 
Lee  and  Delta  post-offices.    Pop.  2,036. 

Maect,  taken  from  Deerfield  in  1832 ;  fix)m  Utica  NW.  centrally 
dUstant  7  miles.    Pop.  1,799. 

Makshall,  taken  fix)m  Kirkland  in  1819 ;  from  Albany  110,  fix)m 
Rome  S.  16  miles.  Marshall,  Canning,  and  Deansville  are  post  vil- 
lages. The  Waterville  branch  of  the  Oriskany  falls  here  within  haJf 
a  mile  50  feet  There  is  in  the  valley  a  remnant  of  the  Brothertown 
Lddians,  some  of  whom  are  comparatively  civilized  and  wealthy. 
Pkm.2;i^l. 

Nsw  HAaTFOKD,  taken  from  Whitestown  in  1827 ;  from  Albany 
100  miles.  New  Hartford,  a  substantial  viUage  near  the  line  of  tibe 
Chenango  canal,  4  miles  SW.  from  Utica,  contains  about  100  dwel- 
lings, a  number  of  mills  and  manufacturing  establishments.  Middle 
Seitlement,  6^  miles  icom  Utica,  is  a  small  settlement    Pop.  3319. 

Jedddiah  SangeVf  Etq.t  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  tne  village 
of  New  Hartford.  ^  He  possessed  an  active,  vigorous,  and  enters 
poising  mind,  governed  and  controlled  by  unimpeachable  integrity, 
ud  a  nigh  sense  of  moral  obliffation,  placed  him  at  once  in  a  con- 
spicuous station  among  the  inhaoitants  of  the  vicinity.  Immediately 
after  his  establishment,  he  erected  a  grist-mill  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent paper-null  in  the  village  of  New  Hartford,  then  the  second  mill 
estaolished  in  the  vicinity.  By  a  judicious  and  liberal  encourage- 
ment to  emigrants,  and  particularly  mechanics,  he  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a  village,  which,  for  many  years,  contested  the  palm  of  supe« 
riority  and  importance  with  any  of  her  neighbors.  The  office  of 
first  judffe  of  Oneida  county  he  continued  to  hold  from  its  organiza- 
tion unm  the  year  1810.  He  several  times  occupied  a  seat  in  the 
legislature,  and  in  the  various  offices  in  which  he  was  called  to  act, 
served  with  equal  credit  to  himself  and  usefuhiess  to  the  community. 
To  his  beneficence  the  Episcopal  church  in  New  Hartford  is  indebted 
for  a  valuable  permanent  fima  to  aid  in  the  support  of  its  minister.'' 

The  Rev.  Dan  Bradley  was  settled  as  a  pastor  m  this  place  in 
1791,  and  continued  his  care  of  the  church  lor  several  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson ;  and  in  honor  of  the  occa- 
sion of  his  induction  to  the  pastoral  office,  according  to  a  custom 
which  sounds  singular  in  our  ears,  but  which  was  introduced  firom 
New  England,  the  exercises  were  concluded  by  an  ordination  baU. 

The  fimowing  anecdote,  having  a  connection  with  the  first  court 
held  in  tfiis  county,  is  taken  firmn  a  publication  in  a  pamphlet  form  by 
William  Tracy,  £8^.,  entitled  **  Notices  of  Men  and  Events,  ocmnect* 
ed  with  the  euly  history  of  Ondda  ooun^  ^— 
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"  On  die  19th  of  January,  1793,  an  act  waa  paaaed  antboriang  emy  altenata  Uamd 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Herkimer  county  to  be  held  at  iuch  pUee  in  WUttatoai^ 
aa  should  by  the  courts  be  directed  by  orders  to  be  entered  in  the  minutes.  The  fine  eoal 
held  in  this  county  under  this  provision  was  held  in  a  bam,  in  New  Hartford,  belomgi^f  li 
the  Ifcte  Jud|re  Sanger,  (New  Hartford  then  forming  a  part  of  the  town  of  WhitestownJ  ii 
the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  1793,  Judge  StanAg  presiding,  and  the  late  Judge  Vka, 
then  clerk  of  the  county  of  Oneida,  officiating  as  clerk.  The  sherifT  of  Herkimer  coantf 
at  that  day  was  a  Colonel  Colbraith — an  Irishman,  who,  in  the  war,  had  done  some  seniet 
to  his  adopted  country,  and  had  acquired  his  title  as  a  militia  officer  since  the  peace.  Vk 
education  had  not  been  conducted  with  especial  reference  to  the  usages  of  what  is  tedui 
cally  called  good  society ;  and  indeed,  his  mannere  bore  unequivocal  evidence  that  thef 
originated  from  a  native  mind  of  genuine  good  humor  and  a  most  capacious  soul,  ladiir 
than  from  the  arbitrary  rules  of  a  professor  of  polite  breeding.  A  gentleman  who  atteoM 
the  court  as  a  spectator  informed  me  that  the  day  was  one  of  the  damp,  chilly  days  we  fie* 
quently  have  in  October,  and  that  in  the  afternoon  and  when  it  was  nearly  night,  in  onicr 
to  comfort  themselves  in  their  by  no  means  very  well  appointed  courtroom,  and  to  knp 
their  vital  blood  at  a  temperature  at  which  it  would  continue  to  circulate,  some  of  the  gto. 
tlemen  of  the  bar  had  induced  the  sheriff  to  procure  from  a  neighboring  inn  a  jog  of  ipiN 
its.  This,  it  must  be  remembered,  was  before  the  invention  of  temperance  societies,  and 
we  may  not,  therefore,  pass  too  hasty  an  opinion  upon  the  propriety  o(  the  meMore.  Upoa 
the  jug  appearing  in  court,  it  was  passed  around  the  bar  table,  and  each  of  the  bnwd 
coimaellore  in  his  turn  upraised  the  elegant  vessel  and  decanted  into  his  mouth,  by  iha  dm* 
pleat  process  imsginable,  ao  much  as  he  deemed  a  sufficient  dote  of  the  defioooi  laii 
While  the  operation  was  going  on,  the  dignitaries  on  the  bench,  who  were  no  dmdit  td- 
fering  quite  as  much  from  the  chilliness  of  the  weather  aa  their  brethren  of  the  bar,  hut  ■ 
little  consultation,  when  the  first  Judge  announced  to  the  audience  that  the  eoortaawoo 
reason  why  they  should  continue  to  hold  open  there  any  longer  and  freeie  to  deadi,  sad 
desired  the  crier  forthwith  to  adjourn  the  court.  Before,  however,  thia  ftmctioiiaiy  eoaM 
commence  with  a  single,  *  Hear  ye,*  Colonel  Colbraith  jnmped  up,  ratrhiiy,  aa  he  nae,  iIm 
jug  from  the  lawyer  who  was  complimenting  its  contents,  and  holding  it  np  towvds  iki 
bench,  hastily  ejaculated — *  Oh  no,  no,  no.  Judge— don't  acijoam  yet — take  a  little  ffOt 
Judge-— that  Will  keep  you  warm — 'tant  time  to  a4joiim  yet  f  and  suiting  the  action  to  tki 
word,  he  handed  his  Honor  the  jug.  It  appeared  that  there  was  force  in  the  SberiiTi  ad> 
vice ;  for  the  order  to  adjourn  was  revoked,  and  the  buaineaa  went  on.** 

Paris  was  taken  from  Whitestown  in  1792 ;  from  Albany  85  miles. 
This  town  was  named  by  the  inhabitants  in  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Isaac  Paris,  a  merchant  of  Fort  Plaiiit 
who  in  the  year  of  scarcity,  1789,  supplied  them  with  Virginia  con 
on  a  liberal  credit,  and  finally  accepted  payment  in  such  produce  as 
they  were  enabled  to  supply.  Famine  is  now  the  least  dreaded  here 
of  all  evils.  Paris  Hill  has  about  30  dwellings.  Paris  Furnace  and 
Paris  Hollow  are  small  villages.  Sauquoit,  on  the  creek  9  miles  south 
from  Utica,  is  a  manufacturing  village,  containing  about  100  dwel- 
lings. Near  this  village  is  a  oumin^  sprinj^.  Large  quantities  of 
limestone  are  obtained  here,  and  used  for  building  materials  at  Utica 
and  elsewhere.     Pop.  2,844. 

Remsen,  taken  from  Norway  in  1798  ;  bounds  since  altered ;  from 
Albany  100  miles.  Settlements  were  made  in  this  town  in  1798  by 
22  families.  Remsen  village,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town,  is  17 
miles  north  from  Utica.     rop.  1,648. 

Rome,  one  of  the  shiretowns  of  Oneida  county,  was  incorporated  in 
1796.  The  surface  of  the  township  is  level  or  gently  undulating* 
and  watered  by  the  Mohawk  river,  and  by  Wood  and  Rsh  creeks. 
The  village  of  Rome,  occupying  the  site  of  old  Fort  Stanwiz,  was 
incorporated  in  1819.  The  two  first  white  families  who  located 
themselves  at  this  spot,  were  those  of  two  men  fix)m  German  FUtM, 
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named  Roof  aod  Brodock,  who  settled  at  the  landing  place  on  the 
Mohawk  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Stanwix,  to  gain  a  livelihood  by 
assisting  in  the  transportation  of  goods  destined  for  the  Indian  trade, 
across  the  carrying  place  from  the  river  to  Wood  creek.  They  held 
DO  title  to  their  lands,  but  occupied  them  under  a  contract  for  their 
purchase  from  Oliver  Delancy,  one  of  the  proprietora  of  the  Ortikany 
patent,  who  was  afterward  attainted  of  treason.  This  little  outpost, 
nowever,  was  broken  up  during  the  revolutionary  war.  The  first 
regular  settlement  of  Rome  was  by  emigrants  from  the  New  England 
states. 


Soutbem  vitw  of  Rome. 

The  above  is  a  southern  view  of  part  of  the  village  as  viewed  from 
the  railroad  track.  The  building  seen  on  the  rightliaving  four  chim- 
neys is  but  a  few  yards  distant  from  the  centrd^  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  old  fort,  the  cellar  of  which  is  still  to  be  seen.  The 
Black  river  canal  passes  a  few  rods  this  side  of  the  buildings  seen  in 
the  engraving ;  the  Erie  canal  is  about  half  a  mile  westward  of  the 
village.  Mohawk  river  and  Wood  creek,  at  this  place,  approach 
withm  a  mile  of  each  other ;  in  1797,  a  canal  was  completed  between 
the  two  streams,  thus  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Mohawk  with 
those  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  village  consists  of  upwards  of  800 
dwellings,  3  Presbyterian,  2  Baptist,  1  Episcopal,  and  i  Methodist 
church,  an  academy  incorporated  in  1835,  a  bank,  printing  office 
and  a  number  of  select  schools.  The  United  States  arsenal  anc 
barracks,  sufficient  for  a  regiment,  were  erected  here  in  1813,  under 
the  direction  of  Mai.  James  Dalliba.  Rome  is  situated  on  the  sum- 
mit level  between  the  ocean  and  Lake  Ontario,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  feet  above  tide  at  Albany ;  lat.  4S°  12' ;  lon^.  1°  27'  W. 
from  New  York.  Distant  from  Albany  112,  from  Utica  12  miles. 
Fop^  5,680. 

Foft  Stanwhi,  named  from  Gen,  Stanwix,  was  originaUy  erected 
in  the  year  1768,  during  the  French  war.  It  occupied  a  posititn 
commanding  the  cariTmg  place  between  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Mohawk  and  Wood  craw,  and  wu  ngarded  as  uie  key  to  the  coii>- 
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munication  between  Canada  and  the  settlements  on  the  MohawL 
^  It  was  oricinally  a  square  fort,  having  four  bastions  surmounted  by 
a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  with  a  covert  way  and  glacis.  In  the  centre 
of  the  ditch  a  row  of  perpendicular  pickets  was  planted,  and  another 
horizontal  row  fixed  around  the  ramparts.  But  although  the  princi- 
pal fortress  had  been  erected  at  the  enormous  expense  for  tliose  timet 
of  9266,400,  yet  at  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war  the 
whole  was  in  ruins.  On  the  incursion  of  Burcoyne  from  Montreal 
towards  Albany,  a  detachment  of  the  invading  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  St.  Leger,  consisting  of  200  British  troops,  a  regiment 
of  loyalists,  and  a  large  body  of  Indians  under  Brant,  the  great  cap- 
tain of  the  Six  Nations,  went  up  the  St  Lawrence,  then  to  Osweso, 
and  from  tlience  to  Fort  Stanwix.  From  this  point  it  was  intenoed 
to  pass  down  the  Mohawk  and  join  the  forces  of  Burgoyne  at  Albany. 
(^en.  Schuyler,  who  had  the  command  of  the  northwestern  frontier, 
sent  Col.  Dayton  to  repair  the  works  at  Fort  Stanwix.  He  seems  to 
have  done  little  towards  effecting  this  object ;  he  however  thought 
proper  to  change  its  name  to  Fort  Schuyler,  which  name  it  retained 
during  the  war.  Gren.  Peter  Gansevoort  was  afterward  sent  to 
supply  his  place.  On  the  3d  of  August,  Col.  St  Leger  arrived  be- 
fore the  fort  with  his  whole  force,  consisting  of  a  motley  collection 
of  British  regulars,  Hessians,  Tories,  and  about  one  thousand  Indians. 
The  garrison,  under  Col.  Gansevoort,  consisted  of  about  750  men. 
Soon  after  his  arrival,  St.  Leser  sent  a  flag  into  the  fqrt  with  a  mani- 
festo, advising  submission  to  the  mercy  of  the  king,  and  denouncing 
severe  vengeance  against  those  who  should  continue  in  their  *  unnatu- 
ral rebellion.'  This  manifesto  produced  no  efiect  on  the  brave  garri- 
son, who  had  determined  to  defend  the  fortress  to  the  last  extremitv. 
At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  [see  Whitestown,]  when  Gen. 
Herkimer  was  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the  fort,  a  diversion  was 
made  in  his  favor,  by  a  sortie  of  250  men,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Willet.  Such  was  the  impetuosity  of  Willet's  movements,  that 
Sir  John  Johnson  and  his  regiment,  who  lay  near  the  fort  with  his 
Indian  allies,  sought  safety  in  flight  The  amount  of  spoil  found  in 
the  enemy's  camp  was  so  great  that  Willet  sent  hastily  for  wagons 
to  convey  it  away.  The  spoil  thus  captured,  twenty  wagon  loads, 
consisted  of  camp  equipage,  clothing,  blankets,  stores,  &c.,  five 
British  standards,  and  the  baggage  and  papers  of  most  of  the  officers. 
For  this  brilliant  exploit,  congress  directed  that  Col.  Willet  should  be 
presented  with  an  elegant  sword  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

The  siege  of  the  fort  still  continued,  and  the  situation  of  the  garri- 
son, though  not  desperate,  becan  to  be  somewhat  critical.  CoL  Wil- 
let and  Maj.  Stockwell  readily  undertook  the  hazardous  mission  of 
passing  through  the  enemy's  lines  to  arouse  their  countrvmen  to  their 
relief.  After  creeping  on  their  hands  and  knees  througn  the  enemy's 
encampment,  and  adopting  various  arts  of  concealment,  they  pursued 
their  way  through  swamps  and  pathless  woods,  until  they  arrived 
safely  at  German  Flats,  and  from  thence  to  the  head-quarters  of 
Gen.  Schuyler,  then  commanding  the  American  army  at  Still¥ratier 
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Gen.  AinoM  was  immediately  despatched  with  a  body  of  troops  to  the 
ndief  of  Col.  Gransevoort.*  As  he  was  advancing  up  the  Mohawk, 
he  captured  a  tory  by  the  name  of  Hon-yost  Schuyler,  who  being  a 
spy,  was  condemned  to  death.  Hon-yost  *'  was  one  of  the  coarsest 
md  most  ignorant  men  in  the  valley,  appearing  scarce  half  removed 
irom  idiocy ;  and  yet  there  was  no  small  share  of  shrewdness  in  his 
character."  He  was  promised  his  life  if  he  would  go  to  the  enemy, 
particularly  the  Indians,  and  alarm  tliem  by  announcing  that  a  large 
army  of  the  Americans  was  in  full  march  to  destroy  them,  &c.  Hon- 
yost  being  acquainted  with  many  of  the  Indians,  gladly  accepted  the 
ofier ;  one  of  his  brothers  was  detained  as  a  hostage  for  his  fidelity, 
and  was  to  be  hung  if  he  proved  treacherous.  A  friendly  Oneida 
Indian  was  let  into  the  secret,  and  cheerfully  embarked  in  the  design. 
Upon  Hon-yost's  arrival,  he  told  a  lamentable  story  of  his  bemff 
ta^en  by  Arnold,  and  of  his  escape  from  being  hanged.  He  showed 
them  also  several  shot-holes  in  his  coat,  which  he  said  were  made  by 
bullets  fired  at  him  when  makine  his  escape.  Knowing  the  character 
of  the  Indians,  he  communicated  his  intelligence  to  them  in  a  mysteri- 
ous and  imposing  manner.  When  asked  tlie  number  of  men  which  Ar- 
nold had,  he  shook  his  head  mysteriously  and  pointed  upward  to  the 
leaves  of  the  trees.  These  reports  spread  rapidly  through  the  camps. 
Meantime  the  friendly  Oneida  arrived  with  a  belt  and  confirmed  what 
Hon-yost  had  said,  hinting  that  a  bird  had  brought  him  intelligence 
of  great  moment  On  his  way  to  the  camp  of  the  besiegers  he  had 
Gdlen  in  with  two  or  three  Indians  of  his'  acquaintance,  who  readily 
engaged  in  furthering  his  design.  These  sagacious  fellows  dropped 
into  the  camp  as  if  by  accident :  they  spoke  of  warriors  in  great  num- 
bers rapidly  advancing  against  them.  The  Americans,  it  was  stated, 
did  not  wish  to  injure  the  Indians,  but  if  they  continued  with  the 

*  A  short  time  previous  to  the  investment  of  the  fortress  the  following  singular  incident 
occurred. — **  Capt.  Greg  went  with  two  of  his  soldiers  into  the  woods  a  short  distance  to 
riioot  pigeons  ;  a  party  of  Indians  started  suddenly  from  concealment  in  the  bushes,  shot 
them  all  down,  tomahawked  and  scalped  them,  and  left  them  for  dead.  The  captain,  after 
Moie  time  revived,  and  perceiving  his  men  were  killed,  himself  robbed  of  his  scalp,  and 
raflering  extreme  agony  from  his  numerous  wounds,  made  an  effort  to  move  and  lay  his 
bleeding  head  on  one  of  the  dead  bodies,  expecting  soon  to  expire.  A  faithful  dog  who 
■ecompanied  him  manifested  great  agitation,  and  in  the  tenderest  manner  licked  his 
•oundB,  which  afforded  him  great  relief  from  exquisite  distress.  He  then  directed  the  dog, 
H  if  a  human  being,  to  go  in  search  of  some  person  to  come  to  his  relief.  The  animal, 
with  every  appearance  of  anxiety,  ran  about  a  mile,  when  he  met  with  two  men  fishing  in 
ihi  river,  and  endeavored  in  the  most  moving  manner,  by  whining  and  piteous  cries,  to 
pievail  on  them  to  follow  him  into  the  woods.  Struck  widi  the  singular  conduct  of  the  dog, 
they  were  induced  to  follow  him  part  of  the  way,  but  fearing  some  decoy,  or  danger,  they 
vete  about  to  return,  when  the  dog,  fixing  his  eyes  on  Aem,  renewed  his  entreaties  by  his 
cries,  and  taking  hold  of  their  clothes  with  his  teeth,  prevailed  on  them  to  follow  him  to  the 
|ilal  spoL  Such  was  the  remarkable  fidelity  and  sagacity  of  this  animal.  Capt.  Greg  was 
imiediately  carried  to  the  fort,  where  his  wounds  were  dietsed ;  he  was  afterward  re- 
SMved  to  our  hospital,  and  put  under  my  care.  He  vras  a  most  fiightfol  spectacle,  the 
vkole  of  his  acalp  was  removed ;  in  two  places  on  the  fore  part  of  his  head,  the  tomahawk 
kad.  penetiated  through  the  skull ;  there  was  a  wound  on  his  back  with  the  same  instru. 
Aent,  besides  a  wound  in  his  side  and  another  through  his  arm  by  a  musket  ball.  This 
ttifbrtunate  man,  after  suffering  extremely  for  a  long  time,  finally  recovered,  and  appeared 
lo  be  well  satisfied  in  having  his  scalp  restored  to  him,  though  uncovered  with  hair.**-^ 
1WAct*j  Miliianf  JowmaL 
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British  they  must  all  share  one  common  fate.  The  Indians  vmn 
thoroughly  alarmed,  and  determined  on  an  immediate  flight,  benig  ] 
already  disgusted  with  the  British  service.  Col.  St  Leger  exhorted 
argued,  and  made  enticing  offers  to  the  Indians  to  remain,  but  all  in 
vam.  He  attempted  to  get  them  drunk,  but  they  refused  to  drioL 
When  he  found  them  determined  to  go,  he  ureed  them  to  move  ia 
the  rear  of  his  army ;  but  they  charged  him  with  a  design  to  sacri- 
fice them  to  his  safety.  In  a  mixture  of  rage  and  despair,  he  broke 
up  his  encampment  with  such  haste,  that  he  left  his  tents,  cannon,  and 
stores  to  the  besieged.  The  friendly  Oneida  accompanied  the  flying 
army,  and  being  naturally  a  wag,  he  engaged  his  companions  who 
were  in  the  secret,  to  repeat  at  proper  intervals  the  cry,  **  They  art 
coming !  they  are  coming  /"  This  appalling  cry  quickened  the  flight 
of  the  fugitives  wherever  it  was  heard.  The  soldiers  threw  away 
their  packs ;  and  the  commanders  took  care  not  to  be  in  the  rear. 
After  much  fatigue  and  mortification,  they  finally  reached  Oneida 
Lake ;  and  there  probably,  for  the  first  time,  felt  secure  from  the 

Eursuit  of  their  enemies.  From  this  place  St  Leger  hastened  with 
is  scattered  forces  back  to  Oswego,  and  thence  to  Montreal. 
Hon-yost,  after  accompanying  the  flying  army  as  far  as  the  estuary 
of  Wood  creek,  left  them  and  returned  to  Fort  Schuylert  and  gave 
the  first  information  to  Colonel  Gansevoort  of  the  approach  of  Ar- 
nold. From  thence  he  proceeded  to  German  Flats,  Bnaon  presenting 
himself  at  Fort  Dayton  his  brother  was  discharjged.  He  soon  after 
rejoined  the  British  standard,  attaching  himselt  to  the  forces  under 
Sir  John  Johnson. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  monuments  in  the  vil- 
lage graveyard. 

"  In  memory  of  the  Hon.  Joshua  Hathawat,  more  than  40  yean  a  rendent  of  this  town. 
He  was  bom  at  Suffield,  Ct.,  Aug.  13,  1761 ;  graduated  at  Yale  college  in  1787,  and  died 
at  Rome,  Dec.  8,  1836. — *  Requiescat  in  pace.* — As  a  husband  and  father,  ever  worthy, 
loved,  and  venerated.  As  a  man  and  Christian,  upright  and  exemplary ;  a  friend  to  the 
needy  and  the  injured ;  and  a  father  in  the  church.  As  a  magistrate  and  judge,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  an  executor  of  justice,  and  maintainer  of  the  truth,  *  a  terror  to  evildoers,  ind 
praise  to  such  as  did  well.'  As  a  patriot,  he  bore  arms  in  two  wars  for  hia  coontry ;  and 
sustained  at  all  times  the  cause  of  the  people  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  As  a  citizen,  ever 
active  and  enterprising  for  the  benefit  of  our  common  country,  and  among  the  foremoM  fbr 
the  improvement  of  this  favored  portion  of  it ;  to  him  was  aaaigned  the  honor  of  breakiiv 
ground  on  commencing  that  great  and  beneficial  work,  the  E^e  canal,  July  4th,  1817.  Ia 
the  various  relations  of  life,  he  fulfilled  its  duties  as  in  the  fear  of  God,  with  faithfiiUiea, 
ability,  and  honesty  of  purpose.    He  died  lamented — *  the  memory  of  the  just  is  bleMed.*" 


**  To  the  memory  of  Capt.  Samttel  Perkins,  who  departed  this  life  at  the  United  Statn 
araenal,  Rome,  Dec.  30, 1837,  in  the  75th  year  of  hia  age.  He  entered  the  serrice  of  \m 
country  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  when  he  was  but  14  years  old,  and  served  till  'm 
independence  was  gained.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Indian  campaign  of  1795, 
under  Gen,  Wayne.  Ho  also  participated  in,  and  rendered  valuable  services  during  thi 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  After  which,  retiring  from  active  duties,  he  held  fur  18  yeas 
the  station  of  ordnance  storekeeper,  and  died  in  the  public  service.  In  every  sitnados 
of  his  life  was  remarkably  exemplified  that  just  sentiment,  *  an  honest  maa  is  the  noUeii 
work  of  God.' " 

Sangerfield,  taken  from  Paris  in  1795 ;  from  Albany  94,  SW.  from 
Utica  18  miles.    It  was  settled  in  1793,  and  named  afiter  Judge  Jede* 
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#ih  Sunr,  one  of  the  prinutiTe  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  coantry. 
b.lWM,  It  wu  annexed  to  Otaeida  county.  Waterville,  in  the  oorUi 
■art  of  the  town,  contains  about  70  dwellinf^  and  ii  adorned  ^  a 
Mudsome  public  square,     Sangerfield  is  a  small  settlement.     I'op. 

'  Stiubu,  principaUy  settled  by  Welsh  emigrasts,  and  talien  from 
Whitestown.  when  part  of  Herkimer  county ;  NW,  from  Albany 
110.  from  Utica  N.  20,  and  from  Rome  NE.  15  miles.  Pop.  1,908. 
The  principal  part  of  this  town  was  granted  by  the  state  to  Ibron 
Steub^i.  for  his  services  duiing  the  revolutionary  war.  He  resided 
here  on  his  farm  until  his  death.  He  was  buried  beneath  nirever- 
green  he  had  selected  to  overshadow  his  grave.  Afterward  a  new 
load  was  laid  over  the  spot,  and  his  remains  were  removed  to  a 
neighboring  grove  in  this  town,  situated  about  7  miles  NW.  of  the 
Trenton  Falls. 


Grave  of  Baron  Steuben. 

His  grave  is  protected  by  a  neat  monument  erected  in  1826  hy 
private  subscription,  and  shown  in  the  above  engraving.  On  it  is 
the  brief  inscription,  Majok  General  Fkedeeice  William  Adbiistub 
Bakon  dk  Stedbem.  Baron  Steuben  resided  in  a  log  house  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  south  of  his  burial  place.  He  lived  there  during  the 
summers  and  cultivated  his  farm,  but  in  the  winters  resided  in  New 
York.  The  following  sketch  is  from  Allen's  Biographical  Dictionary. 
**  FuBBUcc  WiLUui  Buuiii  m  Stiuhb,  ■  m^jor-genen]  in  die  Ameiicaa  innj',  wu 
■  ri»»»ll  offieat,  who  nrrgd  muij  jeiam  in  Ihe  mnies  of  l>edenck  the  Greu,  waa  ana 
if  Urn  aid*,  tad  lad  bdd  Ihe  luk  of  lioulaiuuitgenenL  He  •rnved  ia  New  Hompiluie 
ft^  Manailka  in  Narembar,  1117,  wilh  ilrong  recommsncialioiis  lo  congieai.  He  claimsd 
aa  nnk,  and  onlr  raqnamd  peiminion  lo  nDder  u  ■  voluuleer  wbal  Mrricea  he  could  lo 
A>  AnMtitnn  umy.  Ha  wia  aooD  mpptnnied  to  ibe  office  of  iaapeclor.geiienl,  irith  the 
■adt  af  DMiorfaMnl.  Ha  eatabliihad  in  anifonn  wyaUm  of  maaaavna,  and  t^  hia  akiU 
■ri  peamvmf  indoiBy  afleewd,  duiinf  Ihe  conliDiuncc  of  iha  vroopt  al  VtUtj  Fotga,  a 
Mnat  inipmtani  tmproremeDl  ia  all  nnka  of  Iha  ar^r-  He  waa  a  votunteei  tn  the  action 
al  MooMonth,  and  eooHnndad  in  iha  inaehaa  of  Totktown  on  Ihe  day  which  conchided 
«■  aWWla  widi  Onat  Britain.  He  diwl  M  Simben,  New  York,  Nonmbai  S8,  1T9S. 
Ba  na  an  imiiiuilialiail  lanllemaB  and  a  Tirtuoai  dtiien,  of  eiunaTa  knowledge  and 
•«^id  jadcnani.  An  ahMnct  of  hia  arainn  of  diaciplina  wa*  pnblidied  in  1779,  and  in 
178t  b*  pnbUibed  ■  letter  on  Iha  nlgaet  of  an  anaUiAed  miliiia  and  imlitai]>  amnga. 
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The  annexed  inscription  to  the  memory  of  Baron  Steuben,  adonu 
an  elegant  tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  Grerman  Lutheran  church  in  the 
city  ot  New  York. 

**  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Frederick  Wiluam  Auoxtstus  Baron  Steuben,  a  Germui; 
knight  of  the  order  of  Fidelity ;  aid-de-camp  to  Frederick  the  Great,  king  of  Prussia ;  major, 
general  and  inspeetor^neral  in  the  reTolutionary  war ;  esteemed,  respected,  and  supported 
by  Washington.  He  gave  military  skill  and  discipline  to  the  citizen  soUUers,  who,  fulfilliiy 
the  decrees  of  heaven,  achieved  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  The  highly  polished 
manners  of  the  baron  were  graced  by  the  most  noble  feelings  of  the  heart.  His  hand,  open 
as  day  for  melting  charity,  closed  only  in  the  strong  grasp  of  death.  This  memorial  a 
inscribed  by  an  American,  who  had  the  honor  to  be  his  aid.de^amp,  the  happiness  to  be 
his  friend.    Ob.  1795. 

The  baron  was  a  man  of  strong  feelings,  subject  to  sudden  bursts 
of  passion,  but  ever  ready  to  atone  for  an  injury.     The  following 
anecdotes  are  illustrative  of  the  generosity  of  his  disposition.    At  a 
review,  he  directed  an  officer  to  be  arrested  for  a  fault  which  he 
thought  he  had  been  guilty  of.     On  being  informed  of  his  innocence, 
he  directed  him  to  be  brought  forward,  and  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
troops,  and  with  the  rain  pouring  upon  his  uncovered  head,  asked 
his  forgiveness  in  the  following  words.'    **  Sir,  the  mistake  which  was 
made,  might,  by  throwing  the  line  into  confusion,  have  been  fatal  in 
the  presence  of  an  enemy.     I  arrested  you  as  its  author,  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe  I  was  mistaken ;  and  that  in  this  instance  you  were 
blameless.    I  ask  your  pardon.     Return  to  your  command  ;  I  would 
not  deal  unjustly  by  any ;  much  less  by  one  whose  character  as  an 
officer  is  so  respectable." — ^  After  the  capture  at  Yorktown,  the  su- 
perior officers  of  the  American  army,  together  with  their  allies,  vied 
with  each  other  in  acts  of  civility  and  attention  to  the  captive  Brit- 
ons.    Entertainments  were  given  by  all  the  major-generals,  except 
Baron  Steuben.     He  was  above  prejudice  or  meanness,  but  poverty 

Erevented  him  from  displaying  that  liberality  towards  them  which 
ad  been  shown  by  others.  Such  was  his  situation,  when,  calling  on 
Col.  Stewart,  and  informing  him  of  his  intention  to  entertain  Lord 
Cornwallis,  he  requested  that  he  would  advance  a  sum  of  money,  as 
the  price  of  his  favorite  charger.  *  *Tis  a  good  beast,'  said  the  baron, 
*  and  has  proved  a  faithful  servant  through  all  the  dangers  of  the 
war  ;  but,  though  painful  to  my  heart,  we  must  part.  Col.  Stewart 
immediately  tendered  his  purse,  recommending  the  sale  or  pledge  of 
his  watch,  should  the  sum  it  contained  prove  insufficient  *  My  dear 
friend,'  replied  the  baron,  *  'tis  already  sold.  Poor  North  was  sick, 
and  wanted  necessaries.  He  is  a  brave  fellow,  and  possesses  the 
best  of  hearts.  The  trifle  it  brought  is  set  apart  for  his  use.  My 
horse  must  go — ^so  no  more.  I  beseech  you  not  to  turn  me  from  my 
purpose.  I  am  a  major-general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
and  my  private  convenience  must  not  be  put  in  a  scale  with  the  duty 
which  my  rank  imperiously  calls  upon  me  to  perform.' " 

Trenton  was  organized  in  1797,  as  part  of  Herkimer  countv; 
NW.  from  New  York  238,  from  Albany  93,  from  Utica  N.  13,  from 
Rome  20  miles.  Thd  inhabitants  are  principally  of  New  England 
descent,  though  there  are  some  of  the  ancient  Dutch  from  HoUaiult 
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ha  original  pnrebuen  from  the  state.  Trenton,  an  incorponted 
illase  on  the  xomi  to  Mutinsburg,  and  2  milea  SW.  &om  the  &Ui, 
foaui  Treatow  0  miles  from  Utica,  Holland  Fat^t,  and  Froipect, 
16  miles  from  Utica,  are  all  small  villages.     Fop.  3,178. 


TVenton  FaUi,  at  Trtnton. 

The  TrenloD  Falls  on  the  West  Canada  creek,  on  the  east  line  of 
be  town  and  county,  are  highly  picturesque  and  sublime.  The  river 
ieacends  in  a  high,  narrow,  and  rocky  dell  by  a  auccesgion  of  cats- 
«cts,  the  most  magnificent  of  which  are  the  High  Falls,  2  miles  N  W. 
'khq  the  village  of  Trenton.  ThU  cataract  is  one  hundred  and  nine 
Mt  in  height,  descending  by  three  different  sheets,  respectively  thirty- 
■even,  eleven,  and  forty-eight  feet  fall,  besides  a  connecting  slope  or 
vpids  between.  The  rocks  that  bind  the  stream  below,  rise  perpen- 
licularly  frwn  100  to  ISO  feet,  capped  by  evergreens  of  spruce,  fir, 
lemlock,  and  sublimely  finish  a  landscape  of  uncommon  beauties.  The 
ocksare  of  a  darik  iimestone,  and  contain  large  quantities  of  petrified 
muine  shells,  dec.  &c  These  falls  are  much  visited,  being  within  two 
tt  three  hours'  ride  from  the  city  of  Utica,  and  there  is  nere  a  hotel 
or  the  accommodation  of  visiters. 

Utica  cmr  comprehends  the  former  town  and  village  of  that 
tame,  taken  from  Whitestown  in  1SI7.  It  was  incorporated  a  city 
D  18S2,  and  divided  into  four  wards.  Its  population  in  1830,  was 
1,838 ;  in  1840,  12310.  The  land  on  which  the  city  is  situated 
•  a  rich  allation,  riiinff  gently  from  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk 
iver,  and  was  formeny  covered  with  a  gigantic  growth  of  forest 
rees.  It  is  quite  a  coitral  point  for  roads,  canab,  &,c^  to  various 
larts  of  the  state.    Distance  from  Albany  96  nules,  from  Mew 
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York  241,  from  Buffido  202,  from  Rochester  140,  from  Oswego  TV, 
from  Sacketts  Harbor  94,  from  Ithaca  06,  and  frt>m  Ogdensborg 
145  miles.  It  c(ftitains  14  churches — 3  Presbyterian,  2  Methodist,  2 
Baptist,  1  Episcopal,  1  Dutch  Reformed,  1  Welsh  Presbyterian,  1 
Catholic,  1  Friends,  1  Bethel,  and  1  Universalist.  There  are  3  baoki, 
with  an  aggregate  capital  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The 
buildings  are  generally  very  good,  the  stores  large  and  sjdendid. 
There  are  nine  periodical  publications,  including  newspapers,  4 
academies  or  high  schools,  and  numerous  moral,  religious,  benevolent, 
and  scientific  associations. 

The  first  building  erected  within  the  limits  of  Utica  was  a  mud 
fort,  constructed  during  the  old  French  war.  It  was  situated  between 
Main-street  and  the  banks  of  the  river,  a  little  eastward  of  Second- 
street,  and  named  Fort  Schuyler,*  in  honor  of  Col.  Schuyler,  an 
uncle  of  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler  of  the  revolution. 

^  The  settlement  of  Utica  commenced  at  an  early  period,  but  was 
not  prosecuted  with  the  visor  that  the  neighboring  settlements  were. 
Whitestown  was  regarded  as  the  great  central  point  of  the  whole 
region  up  to  the  years  1€08  or  1704.  At  this  period  quite  a  village 
had  grown  up  there,  while  Utica,  or  old  Fort  Schuyler*  as  its  site 
was  then  called,  could  boast  of  but  three  houses.  About  this  time 
the  public  attention  was  directed  to  Rome,  as  the  probable  future 
metropolis  of  the  state.  Its  local  position  favored  the  idea.  It  occu- 
pied the  portage  or  carrying  place  between  the  Mohawk  and  Wood 
creek,  which  discharging  mrough  Oneida  lake  into  Lake  Ontario, 
formed  a  channel  of  communication  between  the  Hudson  and  the 
whole  chain  of  western  lakes.  The  connecting  the  two  streams  by 
a  navigable  canal,  which  was  projected  at  a  very  early  day,  and 
was  accomplished  by  the  Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Com- 
pany, which  was  chartered  in  1792,  encouraged  the  belief,  that  that 
site  must  become  the  focus  of  the  business  of  the  country.  And  for 
several  years  the  growth  of  Rome  warranted  the  expectation.  The 
location  of  the  Seneca  turnpike  road  first  operated  to  change  the 
current  of  business  and  divert  it  to  this  location.  This  event  took 
place  in  the  year  1800,  and  the  crossing  of  the  river  at  this  point 
rendered  it  immediately  important  as  a  place  of  deposit  and  of  trade. 
A  steady  and  healthful  growth  ensued,  and  the  aid  and  influence  of 
enlightened  and  enterprising  men  in  the  various  walks  of  life,  con- 
tributed very  shortly  to  render  it  the  leading  place  of  business  in  the 
neighborhood.  Its  present  name  was  given  to  it  in  1798,  when  it 
was  incorporated  as  a  village,  and  it  has  since  then  continued  its 
municipal  capacity  until  the  present  day.  The  first  church  gathered 
in  this  city  was  organized  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Bethuel  Dodd, 
as  a  branch  of  the  church  at  Whitestown,  in  the  year  1794.  The 
style  of  the  corporation  was — "*  The  United  Presbyterian  Societies  of 
W  hitestown  and  old  Fort  Schuyler."    Previous  to  that  time,  although 

*  Fort  Stanwix,  it  Rome,  during  the  reTolutionaiy  wir  had  its  name  ehtoged  to  Fon 
Schuyler ;  thaee  two  are  iometimea  confounded  in  hiatory. 
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the  peo]^  of  Whitestown  had  anployed  a  dergjrman,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
HUUyer,  whom  I  have  ahready  mentioned,  they  had  not  settled  a 
Mstor.  Mr.  Dodd  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  United  Societies. 
The  union  of  the  two  churches  continued  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  under  the  pastorates  of  Mr.  Dodd  and  his  successor,  the  Rev. 
br.  Camahan.  They  were  the  first  Presbyterian  churches  organ- 
iied  west  of  the  city  of  Albany,  those  at  Clinton  and  New  Hartford 
iMsmg  Congre^tional  in  their  forms  of  government  The  Episcoped 
ehurch  in  this  city  was  mthered  in  1798,  and  its  present  church 
edifice  erected  in  ISOS.**— TVacy'^  Lectures. 

The  foUowing  inscriptions  are  copied  firom  monuments  in  the  grave- 
yard at  Utica. 

**  Erected  by  the  Utica  lodge,  Oneida  chapter,  and  Utica  encampment,  in  memory  of 
Ebu  is.  OMnm,  Esq.  An  upright  magistrate,  a  kindJiearted  friend^  an  honest  man.  He 
ftO  a  netim  to  his  exertions  in  die  cause  of  benevolence  daring  die  epidemic  cholera,  Vtik 
Aqgost,  1838,  aged  47  years.'* 


**  Here  fie  the  bodies  of  Di.  Jomr  CocBim,  director-genersl  of  die  military  bosphali 
ef  die  United  States  in  the  rerolndonary  war,  and  Gkstbuob,  his  wife.  The  former  died 
li  April,  in  the  year  1807,  in  die  77di  year  of  his  age,  and  the  latter  in  BCareh,  in  the  year 
1813,  in  die  89di  year  of  her  age^^This  monnment  is  erectsd  by  their  sons,  Jmss  and 
Waller  L.  Codmn." 


**Ih  nsemoiy  of  Jomr  Hdobb,  a  natiTe  of  South  Wales,  iHio  departed  this  life  Sepleiii. 
b«  3d,  A.  D.  1831,  £.83. 

Mewn  rhyfel  bu'fe  ynia*n  hir 
Yn  colli  ac  3m  ennUl  tir ; 
Ond'  nawr  goiphenodd  ar  ei  waidi, 
Acaeth  3m  deg  i  ben  ei  daith.** 

Vs&NON,  taken  from  Westmoreland  in  1802;  firom  Albany  116 
Biilea.  This  town  was  settled  in  1797.  About  one  fifth  of  the  town 
belongs  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  forming  part  of  their  reservation,  and 
comprising  their  nrincipal  settlements  near  the  Oneida  village  on  the 
Oneida  creek.  Oneida  Castleton,  22  miles  SW.  firom  Utica  and  16 
fit>m  Rome,  has  about  25  dwellings,  and  a  church  belonging  to  the 
Indians,  who  number  about  200.  On  the  south  side  of  the  turnpike 
road,  at  the  entrance  of  the  village,  is  the  ancient  council  grove  of 
the  Six  Nations,  consisting  of  about  50  large  white  walnut-trees,  still 
in  fiill  vigor.  Vernon,  upon  the  Skanandoa  creek,  17  miles  SW.  firom 
Utica,  contains  an  academy,  a  female  seminary,  and  about  80  dwell- 
kigs.  Vernon  Centre,  2  miles  S.  from  Vernon,  has  about  25  dwelt 
mm.    Fop.  8,043. 

V  KRONA,  taken  firom  Westmoreland  and  Augusta  in  1802 ;  firom 
Albany  118,  firom  Rome  centrally  distant  SW.  0  miles.  The  town 
farmed  part  of  the  Oneida  reservation,  but  was  purchased  in  1706, 
Vy  the  state  firom  the  Indians.  Pop.  4,504.  Durhamville,  New 
London,  Verona,  Verona  Centre,  Skanandoa,  and  Andover,  are  villa- 
ges.   The  sulphur  springs  near  Andover  are  in  hiffh  repute. 

VisK NA,  ori^nally  named  Orange,  afterward  changed  to  Bengal, 
and  finally  to  v  ienna ;  taken  fi^m  Camden  in  1807 ;  firom  Albuiy 
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125,  from  Rome  W.  17  miles.    Settled  in  1802,  by  New  Englanden 
Vienna,  McConnelsville,  and  Pine,  are  postoffices.     Pop.  8,590. 

Western,  taken  from  Steuben,  as  part  of  Herkimier  county  ii 
1797;  from  Albany  109,  from  Rome  NE.  8  miles.  Western  anl 
Big  Brook  are  post-offices.     Pop.  3,488. 

Westmoreland,  taken  from  Whitestown  in  1702 ;  from  Albaiqr 
105  miles.  Rock  iron  ore  is  here  found  in  abundance,  and  is  extcD- 
sively  wrought.  Hampton,  9  miles  W.  from  Utica  and  7  S.  from 
Rome,  contains  about  30  dwellings.  Lairdsville  is  a  small  village^ 
and  Republican  the  name  of  a  post-office.     Pop.  3,105. 

The  first  settlement  of  this  town  was  commenced  in  1786,  bv 
James  Dean,  Esq.,  a  name  distinguished  in  the  history  of  Ooeidi 
county.  He  was  a  native  of  New  England,  the  child  of  reiigioai 
parents,  who  educated  him  for  the  purpose  of  being  a  missionary 
among  the  Indians.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  was  sent  among  the 
Indians  on  the  Susquehannah,  in  order  to  acquire  their  language,  and 
gain  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  and  manners :  he  afterward  was  a 
student  in  Dartmouth  college.  On  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
1775,  Mr.  Dean  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Indian  ^igent,  with  the 
rank  of  a  major  in  the  army,  and  during  the  revolutionary  war  con- 
tinued his  services.  For  most  of  the  time,  his  duties  were  performed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Oneida.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  Oneidas 
granted  him  a  tract  of  land,  two  miles  square,  near  Rome,  where  he 
removed  in  1784  and  commenced  its  improvement  He  afterward 
effected  an  exchange  with  the  nation  for  a  tract  in  WestroorelaDd, 
where  he  removed  in  1786,  and  resided  till  his  death,  in  1883.  He 
was  appointed  a  Judge  in  the  county  courts,  and  filled  various  other 
public  offices.  Two  or  three  years  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Dean 
to  Westmoreland,  an  incident  occurred,  which  furnishes  a  parallel  to 
the  rescue  of  Capt.  Smith  by  Pocahontas  in  the  early  days  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

**  An  institution  existed  among  the  Indians  for  the  punishment  of  a  mnrderer,  •nswcring 
in  some  respects  to  the  Jewish  code.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  nearest  relatiTe  of  the  de> 
ceased  to  pursue  him,  and  avenge  his  brother's  death.  In  case  the  murder  was  parpelntsd 
by  a  member  of  a  different  tribe,  the  offence  demanded  that  the  tribe  of  the  murdered  rasa 
should  rc(iuire  the  blood  of  ^ome  member  of  the  offending  tribe.  This  was  regarded  as  t 
nccemary  atonement,  and  as  absolutely  requisite  to  the  happiness  of  the  deceased  in  the 
world  of  spirits,  and  a  religious  duty,  and  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  vengeful  graiificaiido. 
At  the  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  an  Indian  had  been  murdered  by  acme  nnknovn 
white  man,  who  had  escaped.  The  chiefs  thereupon  held  a  consultation  at  Oneida  to  de> 
termme  woat  was  to  be  done.  Their  deliberations  were  held  in  secret,  but  through  the 
friendship  of  one  of  the  number,  Mr.  Dean  wss  advised  of  what  was  gtrin^  on.  From  the 
office  that  he  had  held,  and  the  high  standing  ho  maintained  among  the  white  men,  it  wai 
urged  in  the  council  that  he  was  the  proper  person  to  sacrifice  in  atonement  for  the  ofienrc 
committed.  The  question  was,  however,  a  very  difficult  one  to  dispose  of.  He  had  bfra 
adopted  into  the  tribe,  and  was  held  to  be  a  son,  and  it  was  argued  by  many  of  the  chiefc 
that  he  could  now  be  no  more  reqransible  for  the  offence  thui  one  of  tiie  nativca  of  ihi 
tribe,  and  that  his  sacrifice  would  not  furnish  the  proper  atonement.  For  aeveral  days  ths 
matter  was  debated  and  no  decision  was  arrived  at  While  it  was  nndetennined,  be  eoo. 
tinued  to  hope  for  the  best,  and  his  friendly  informant  kept  him  constantly  advised  of  sU 
that  was  done.  At  first  he  reflected  upon  the  propriety  of  his  leaving  the  country  and  es- 
caping from  the  danger.  But  his  circumstances,  together  with  the  hope  of  a  favorable  ime 
of  the  question  in  the  council,  induced  him  to  remain.  He  had  erected  a  small  house  which 
be  was  occupjring  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  one  an  infant,  and  it  waa  idle  to  dsak 
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of  ramoving  tlieoi  widiout  ezadng  obienradon  and  peiliapt  cansiiig  a  sacrifice  of  all.  Ai 
tka  comicU  contiiiiMd  iia  aenioii  for  aeveial  days,  hts  hopes  of  a  fitTorable  decision  bright, 
gaed  He  howerer  kept  the  whole  matter  to  himself^  not  eyen  mentioning  it  to  his  wife, 
■ad  pnpared  Uneelf  for  M»f  emeigency  which  might  befall  him.  One  night  after  he  had 
vstired  to  bad,  he  was  awoke  by,  ttw  sound  of  the  death  whoop,  at  a  short  distance  from  his 
kooee.  He  then  for  the  fint  time  communicated  to  his  wife  his  fears  that  a  party  were  ap- 
iwarhing  to  take  Ma  hh.  He  enjoined  it  upon  her  to  remain  quiet  with  her  children  in 
dM  room  when  they  slept,  while  he  would  receive  the  council  in  an  adjoining  one  and  en- 
deafior  ta  avert  their  detennination,  trusting  to  Pnmdence  for  the  result.  He  met  the  In- 
dboi  at  the  door,  and  sealed  them  in  the  outer  room.  There  were  eighteen,  and  all  chieis 
«r  head  mail  of  the  nation.  The  eenior  chief  informed  him  that  they  had  come  to  sscrifice 
kim  for  tfae  murder  of  their  brother,  and  that  he  must  now  prepare  to  die.  He  replied  to 
Ikem  at  Jangth,  claiming  that  he  was  an  adopted  son  of  the  Oneidas ;  dut  it  ¥ras  ui^just  to 
leqnira  fais  blood  for  ike  wrong  committed  by  a  wicked  white  man ;  that  he  was  not  ready 
is  die,  and  that  he  could  not  kave  his  wifo  and  children  unprovided  for.  The  coundl  lis. 
tnsd  to  him  with  profound  gravity  and  attention,  and  when  he  sat  down,  one  of  the  chiefs 
npUed  to  him.  He  rejoined,  and  used  every  argument  his  ingenuity  could  devise  in  order 
is  leversa  their  sentence.  The  debate  continued  a  long  time,  and  the  hope  of  escape  grew 
fisBler  and  fiunter  as  it  proceeded.  At  lengtb  he  had  nearly  abandoned  himself  to  the 
doem  they  had  resolved  upon,  when  he  heai^  the  pattering  of  a  footstep  without  the  door. 
AI  eyaa  ware  lUed  upon  the  door.  It  opened  and  a  squaw  entered.  She  ¥ras  the  vrifo  of 
iM  aanior  chief^  and  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Dean*s  adoption  into  the  tribe  in  his  boyhood,  she 
hsd  takan  him  as  her  son.  The  entrance  of  a  woman  into  a  ademn  council,  was,  by  In. 
etiqiiattB,  at  war  with  all  propriety.  She,  however,  took  her  place  near  the  door,  and 
lookad  on  in  silence.  A  moment  after,  another  footstep  was  heard,  and  another  Indian 
antaiad  the  coonciL  This  was  a  sister  of  the  former,  and  she  too  was  the  vrifo  of 
a  cUef  tben  present  Another  pause  ensued,  and  a  third  entered.  Each  of  the  three  stood 
Vlipped  doaely  in  her  blanket,  but  said  notUng.  At  length  the  presiding  chief  addressed 
ielliog  dksm  to  begone  and  leave  the  chiefs  to  go  on  with  their  bunness.  The  wife 
that  the  council  must  change  their  determination  and  let  the  good  white  man— 
friend — her  own  adopted  son,  idone.  The  command  to  be  gone  was  repeated,  whan 
of  the  Indian  women  threw  off  her  blanket  and  showed  a  kmfe  in  her  extended  hai^, 
sad  declared  that  if  one  hair  of  the  white  man's  head  was  touched,  they  would  each  bury 
Ibsir  knives  in  their  own  heart's  blood.  The  strangeness  of  the  whole  scene  overwhelmed 
with  amaxement  each  member  of  the  council,  and  regarding  the  unheard.of  resolution  of 
the  women  to  interfere  in  the  matter  as  a  sort  of  manifestation  of  the  will  of  the  Great 
Spirit  that  the  white  roan's  life  should  not  be  taken,  their  previous  decree  was  revefMd  on 
Iks  spot,  and  the  lifo  of  their  victim  preeerved."~-7Vacy'«  LectureM, 

Whitbstown  was  organized  in  1788.  It  lies  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mohawk,  having  an  undulating  surface  with  broad  and  fertile 
▼alleys.  It  is  drained  by  the  Oriskany  and  Sauquoit  creeks,  on  which 
are  numerous  mills  of  various  kinds.  Oriskany,  Whitesborough,  and 
York  villa  are  post  villages.  Pop.  5,156.  Wnitesborou^h,  the  prin- 
cipal village,  is  near  the  confluence  of  Sadaquada  or  Sauquoit  creek 
with  the  Mohawk,  contains  about  100  dwelling-houses,  2  churches, 
an  academy,  and  the  Oneida  Institute.  Distant  100  miles  from  Al- 
bany ;  4  from  Utica,  and  12  from  Rome. 

The  foUowing  is  a  SW.  view  of  the  Oneida  Institute,  as  seen  from  the 
Erie  canal,  which  passes  a  short  distance  from  these  buildings.  The 
"Otteida  Institute  of  Science  and  Industry,"  was  founded  in  1827; 
botnrporated  in  1829.  *^  The  design  of  this  Seminary  is  to  furnish 
Beans  to  obviate  the  evils  resulting  to  students  from  the  usual  appli- 
catioa  to  a  course  of  professional  study,  and  the  attendant  deprivar 
lion  of  bodily  exercise.  The  plan  that  the  Seminary  has  established 
to  efic^ct  this,  is  to  blend  productive  manual  labor  with  the  course  of 
atudy.  Three  hours  labor  per  day  is  required  of  each  student  in  the 
yiouDg  Bill's  department,  and  somewhat  less  of  each  in  the  juvenile 
department    The  farm  consists  of  ihc  flat  on  the  lefl  bank  of  the 

48 


L"; 


Southaat  view  of  Oneida  Institute,  WhiUatown. 

Sauquoit,  and  contains  114  acres.  The  chief  building  upon  it  when 
~~irchascd,  was  a  large  two  story  wood  house  to  which  a  wing  hu 
sen  appended,  and  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  juvenile  depart 
mcnt.  The  other  principal  buildings,  which  are  all  of  wood,  with 
stone  basements,  are  as  follows :  two  of  82  by  S3  feet,  and  one  48 
by  48  feet,  all  of  three  stories,  including  the  basements.  The  latter 
includes  the  chapel,  with  seats  for  250  persons.  The  library  cnt- 
tains  upwards  of  1,000  volumes ;  and  in  the  reading-room  are  files 
of  newspapers  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  ex- 
pense for  instruction,  room  rent,  fuel,  and  contingences  per  year,  W8. 
Board  at  «I,05  per  week,  tM.OO  per  year.     Total  •82,60. 

Immediately  after  the  revolutionary  war,  Hugh  White,  a  native  of 
Middletown,  Conn.,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  and  He- 
lancthon  Smith,  became  joint  proprietors  of  Sadaquada  Patent  It 
was  agreed  among  the  proprietors,  that  they  should  meet  on  the  land 
in  the  summerof  1784,  and  make  a  survey  and  partitioDof  it.  Judge 
White,  having  determined  to  make  this  place  nis  home,  he  accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  uf  May  in  that  year,  left  his  native  plsux,  accom- 
panied by  his  four  sous,  all  of  whom  had  arrived  at  manhood,  a 
daughter,  and  daughter-in-law.  The  party  sailed  to  Albany,  there 
croased  the  carrying  place  to  Schenectady,  and  procuring  a  battean^ 
ascended  the  Mohawk,  and  arrived  in  June  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sau- 
quoit creek.  They  there  erected  a  shanty  for  their  temporary  accom- 
modation, while  surveymg  and  dividing  the  lands.  Upon  obtaining  the 
partition  Judge  White  proceeded  to  tne  erection  of  a  log  house :  the 
site  fined  upon  was  upon  the  bank  which  forms  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  village  green  in  Whitesborough,  just  on  the  right  of  the  lodiu 
path  which  led  from  old  Fort  Schuyler  to  Fort  Stanwix.  He  re- 
mained at  this  house  with  his  sons  until  winter,  cutting  away  the 
forest  and  making  preparations  for  the  ensuing  seasos.  In  Janniry, 
he  returned  to  Connecticut,  and  brought  his  wife  and  the  ren  '  ' 
of  his  family.  Four  years  after  this,  he  erected  the  boute  still  s' 
on  the  southeastern  comer  of  the  village  green  of  which  the  a 
if  a  repreaenUtion.    He  continued  to  occapy  it  oatil  a  year  or  two 
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nevious  to  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  the  dwelling  owned  by 
niin  upon  the  hill,  where  he  died  April  16th,  leiS.  At  me  organiza- 
tioQ  of  Herkimer  county,  he  waa  appointed  a  judge,  and  afterward 
perfonned  the  duties  of  the  same  office  in  Oneida  county. 

ror  the  first  two  vears  of  Judge  White's  residence  at  Whitesbo- 
rot^hfthe  nearest  mill  was  situated  at  Palatine,  a  distance  of  about  forty 
miles.  This  distance  was  traversed  by  an  Indian  path  impassable  to 
a  wheel-carriage.  The  want  of  animal  food  induced  the  nrst  settlers 
to  salt  down  a  barrel  or  two  of  the  breasts  of  pigeons,  which  they  sepa- 
rated from  the  remainder  of  these  birds,  which  were  here  caught  inffreat 
numbers.  In  the  year  1786,  the  settlement  of  Whitostown  had  so  £r  in- 
creased, that  its  inhabitants  formed  a  religious  society,  and  employed 
aa  a  nunister  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hillver,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  and  or- 
oanized  the  first  Presbyterian  cfiurch  formed  in  the  state  west  of  Al- 
bany. In  1788,  when  WhitestowD  was  organized,  its  limits  were 
laid  off  by  a  line  crossing  the  Mohawk  at  a  small  log  cabin  which 
stood  upon  the  site  occupied  by  the  railroad  depot  in  Utica,  and  run- 
ning north  and  south  to  the  boundaries  of  the  state,  and  comprehend- 
ilW  all  the  state  lying  westward — a  territory  which  at  present  is 
inhabited  by  more  than  a  million  of  inhabitants.  The  nrat  town 
meeting  was  held  in  a  bam  owned  by  Needham  Maynard,  Esq.,  on 
the  road  leading  from  Whitesborough  to  Middle  SettlemenL 

For  a  number  of  years  after  Judge  White's  arrival  quite  a  number 
of  the  Oneida  Indians  resided  in  his  vicinitv.  The  following  interest- 
ing incident,  which  took  place  during  this  period,  is  copied  from 
Tracy's  Lectures. 

"An  oU  date,  naaiad  Hu  Ymrj,  wbo,  donac  the  vir,  had  ■eted  with  ilia  raral  frtj, 
■id  noi*  nadad  *i  Oiiakuij  int\fg  wicmm  which  Mood  na  ihi*  sdi  of  ilw  creek,  ju*i 
iuA  al  ibc  hooK,  until  ncently,  oeeupial  by  Mr.  Chailn  Onea,  one  dij'  called  it  Judge 
Wlnte*i  wiih  tit  wiie  uid  ■  Dimlano  woaaa  who  balooged  lo  hbn,  uid  who  icied  u  hi* 
iHHpnier.  AAn  uumetang  with  Urn  ■  &ule  while,  tha  Indian  aiked  him — Ait  ytn  my 
Aiaod  T  Yn.  n^  ha.  W^  than,  aaU  tba  loliaD,  do  jaa  bebaTe  I  un  j'our  friend  r 
Tm,  Han  Tanr,  replied  he :  I  babara  rag  an.  Tha  Indian  than  njoined— Well,  if  yon 
an  mr  fiiend,  and  jva  bcbrva  I  am  jeat  friand,  I  will  tall  jau  wh^  I  want,  and  then  I 
^yi>wi»  ■htiwajaw^wh  >MWwii     A^whMiaitAujrMWMtT  aaidBlr.  Whit*. 
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The  Indian  dien  pointed  to  a  little  grandcbild,  the  dan^iter  of  one  of  bii  •oai,  Aen  1^ 
tween  two  and  tlvee  yean  old,  and  aaid* — yLy  aqnaw  wanto  to  take  this  pappooae  hatm 
with  na  to  tuy  one  night,  and  bring  her  home  tojnorrow :  if  yoa  aie  my  fiuiid,  yon  wfl 
now  show  nae.  The  feelinga  of  the  grandfiither  at  once  nproee  m  ha  kaaom,  and  Ai 
child**  mother  atarted  with  horror  and  alarm  at  the  thought  of  rFiliiitfing  hm  dnrhng  pnt- 
tler  with  the  rude  tenants  of  the  forest.  The  question  was  ihll  of  Uilamt.  On  the  oai 
hand,  the  necessity  of  placing  unlimited  confidence  in  the  aavnge,  «ad  inliiwling  the  weL 
fare  and  the  life  of  hia  grandchild  with  him ;  on  the  other,  die  certnn  onn^f  off  a  man  flf 
influ«;nce  and  consequence  in  his  nation,  and  one  who  had  been  the  omb  «Deoiy  of  lai 
countrymen  in  their  recent  struggle.  But  he  made  the  deciMii  wim  a  a^gaeity  tkrt 
showed  that  he  properly  estimated  the  character  of  the  peiaon  he  wan  dealing  with.  H> 
belieTed  that  by  placing  implicit  confidence  in  him,  he  should  command  the  senae  of  hoBsr 
which  seems  peculiar  to  the  uncontaminated  Indian.  He  told  him  to  lake  the  child ;  wai 
as  the  mother,  scarcely  sufiering  it  to  be  parted  firom  her,  relinqnished  it  into  the  handi  of 
the  old  man's  wife,  he  soothed  her  fears  with  his  assurances  of  confidence  in  their  praouHL 
That  night,  however,  was  a  long  one ;  and  dnring  the  whole  of  the  next  moming  many  sad 
often  were  the  anxious  glances  cast  up  the  pathway  leading  from  Oriskany,  if  possible  is 
discover  the  Indians  and  their  little  charge,  upon  their  return  to  its  home.  But  no  Indisai 
came  in  sight.  It  at  length  became  high  noon :  all  a  mother's  fears  were  aroused :  die 
could  scarcely  be  restrained  from  rushing  in  pursuit  of  her  loved  one.  But  her  father  rs. 
presented  to  her  the  grow  indignity  which  a  suspicion  of  their  intentions  would  arouM  ia 
the  breast  of  the  chief;  and  half  frantic  though  she  was,  she  was  restrained.  The  after- 
noon slowly  wore  away,  and  still  nothing  was  seen  of  her  child.  The  sun  had  nearly 
reached  the  horizon,  and  the  mother's  heart  had  swollen  beyond  further  endnranoe,  whoi 
the  furms  of  the  friendly  chief  and  his  wife,  bearing  upon  her  ahoulders  their  little  vialsr, 
greeted  its  mother's  virion.  The  dress  which  the  child  had  worn  from  home  had  been  re- 
moved, and  in  its  place  its  Indian  friends  had  subetitnted  a  complete  suit  of  Indian  gsr- 
ments,  so  as  completely  to  metamorphose  it  into  a  litde  squaw,  llie  aeqoel  of  this  advea- 
ture  was  the  estalilishment  of  a  most  ardent  attachment  and  regard  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dian and  his  friends  for  the  white  settlers.  The  child,  now  Mrs.  Eells  of  Mksonii,  Om 
widow  of  the  late  Nathaniel  E!ells  of  Whitesboro,  still  remembers  some  incidents  occuniof 
on  the  night  of  her  stay  in  the  wigwam,  and  the  kindness  of  her  Indian  hoateaa.** 

Oriskany  village  is  about  3  miles  NE.  from  Whitesborough,  at  the 
confluence  of  Oriskany  creek  with  the  Mohawk :  it  has  about  60 
dwellings,  a  number  of  mills,  and  2  woollen  factories,  viz.  the  Oris- 
kany, first  incorporated  in  1804,  and  the  Dexter.  The  Erie  canal 
and  the  railroad  between  Utica  and  Syracuse  pass  through  this  vil- 
lage. The  battle  of  Oriskany,  in  which  Gen.  Herkimer  received  a 
mortal  wound,  was  fought  about  two  miles  in  a  western  direction 
from  the  village. 

On  the  advance  of  the  British  forces  under  Lieut  Col.  St.  Leger 
to  the  siefee  of  Fort  Schuyler,  (Stanwix,)  at  Rome,  Genersd  Herkimer 
summoned  the  militia  of  Tryon  countv  to  the  field  to  march  to  the 
succor  of  the  garrison.  On  the  5th  of  Aug.,  1777,  he  arrived  near 
Oriskany  with  a  body  of  upwards  of  800  men,  all  eager  to  meet  the 
enemy.  On  the  moming  of  the  6th  of  August,  Gen.  Herkimer  de- 
termined to  halt  till  he  had  received  reinforcements,  or  at  least  untQ 
the  signal  of  a  sortie  should  be  received  from  the  fort  His  officers^ 
however,  were  eager  to  press  forward ;  high  words  ensued :  during 
which  his  two  colonels  and  other  officers  denounced  their  commander 
to  his  face  as  a  tory  and  a  coward.  "  The  brave  old  man  calmly 
replied  that  he  considered  himself  placed  over  them  as  a  father,  and 
that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  lead  them  into  any  difficulty  from  which 
he  could  not  extricate  them.  Burning  as  they  now  seemed  to  meet 
the  enemy,  he  told  them  roundly  that  they  would  run  at  his  first  ap- 
pearance.   But  his  remonstrances  were  unavailing.    Their  clamor 
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ineiMMd,  tad  their  reproaches  were  repeated,  unti],  stung  by  impo- 
latioiia  of  cowardice  and  a  want  of  fidelity  to  the  cause,  and  some- 
what irritated  withal,  the  general  immediatdy  gave  the  order — 
'auurch  on  T  The  words  were  no  socmer  heard  than  the  troops  gave 
a  shout,  and  moved,  or  rather  rushed  forward."  CoL  St  Leger 
having  heard  of  the  advance  of  Gen.  Herkimer,  determined  to  attack 
him  in  an  ambuscade.  The  spot  chosen  favored  the  design.  There 
was  a  deep  ravine  crossing  the  path  which  Heriumer  was  traversing, 
"sweeping  towards  the  east  in  a  semi-circular  form,  and  bearing  a 
northern  and  southern  directicm.    The  bottom  of  this  ravine  was 

at  and  the  road  crossed  it  by  means  of  a  causeway.  The 
thus  pardy  enclosed  by  the  ravine,  was  elevated  and  level, 
tbuscade  was  laid  upon  the  high  around  west  of  the  ravine." 
The  British  troops,  with  a  largebodyof  mdians  under  Brant,  disp^ied 
themselves  in  a  circle,  leaving  only  a  narrow  segment  open  for  the 
admission  of  Heridmei^s  troops.  Unconscious  ot  the  presence  of  the 
enemy.  Gen.  Herkimer  with  his  whole  force,  with  the  exception  of 
the  rear-guard,  found  themselves  encompassed  at  the  onset — ^the 
foe  ckMing  up  the  gap  on  their  first  fire.  Those  on  the  outside  fled 
u  their  commander  had  predicted;  those  within  the  circle  were 
thrown  into  disorder  by  the  sudden  and  murderous  fire  now  poured 
ia  upon  them  on  all  sides.  Gen.  Herkimer  fell  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action,  and  was  placed  on  his  saddle  against  the  trunk  of 
a  tree  for  his  support,  and  thus  continued  to  order  the  battle.  The 
action  having  lasted  more  than  half  an  hour,  in  great  disorder.  Her- 
Idmer^s  men  formed  themselves  into  circles  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  now  closing  in  upon  them  mm  all  sides.  From 
this  moment  their  resistance  was  more  effective.  The  firing  in  a 
great  measure  ceased ;  and  the  conflict  was  carried  on  with  knives, 
bayonets,  and  the  butt-ends  of  muskets.  A  heavy  shower  of  rain 
now  arrested  the  work  of  death ;  the  storm  raged  for  an  hour,  and 
the  enemy  retired  amonff  the  trees,  at  a  respectful  distance,  having 
soflfered  severely,  notwitnstanding  the  advanta^  in  their  favor. 
During  this  suspension  of  the  conflict,  Gen.  Herkimer's  men.  by  his 
direction,  formed  themselves  into  a  circle  and  awaited  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  In  the  early  part  of  the  battle,  whenever  a  gun  was 
fired  by  a  noiUtiaman  firom  behind  a  tree,  an  Indian  rushed  up'  and 
tomahawked  him  before  he  could  reload.  To  counteract  this,  two 
men  were  stationed  behind  a  single  tree,  one  only  to  fire  at  a  time — 
the  other  to  reserve  his  fire  till  the  Indian  rab  up  as  before  The  fight 
was  soon  renewed,  but  by  this  new  arrangement  the  Indians  sufiered 
m>  severely  that  they  bc^an  to  give  way.  A  reinforcement  of  the 
eneAiy  now  came  up,  ciuled  Jomiscm's  Greens.  These  men  were 
mostly  royalist,  who  tiaving  fled  firom  Tryon  county,  now  returned 
m  arms  against  •their  former  neighbors.  Many  of  the  militia  and  the 
Greens  knew  each  other,  and  as  soon  as  they  advanced  near  enough 
far  recognition,  mutual  feelings  of  hate  and  reven^  raged  in  their 
bosoms.  The  militia  fired  upon  them  as  they  advanced,  and  then 
Mpmgng  like  tigers  firom  their  covers,  attacked  them  with  their  bay- 
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<mets  and  butts  of  their  muskets ;  or  both  parties  in  closer  contact 
throttled  each  other  and  drew  their  knives — stabbing,  and  sonaetunes 
literally  d}dng  in  each  other's  embrace." 

This  murderous  conflict  did  not  continue  lone :  the  Indians  seeing 
with  what  resolution  the  militia  continued  the  wht,  and  finding  thdr 
own  numbers  greatly  diminished,  now  raised  the  retreating  cry  of 
^  Oonah  /"  and  fled  in  every  direction  under  the  shouts  of  the  survif- 
ing  militia,  and  a  shower  of  bullets.     A  firing  was  heard  in  the  dii> 
tance  from  the  fort :  the  Greens  and  Rangers  now  deemed  that  thdr 
presence  was  necessary  elsewhere,  and  retreated  precipitately,  lea?- 
mff  the  victorious  militia  of  Tryon  county  masters  of  the  fekL— 
^  Thus  ended,"  (says  Col.  Stone  in  his  Life  of  Brant,)  ^  one  of  the 
severest,  and,  for  the  numbers  engaged,  one  of  the  most  bloody  bat- 
tles of  the  revohitionary  war."    The  loss  of  the  militia,  accorduig  to 
the  American  account,  was  two  hundred  killed,  exclusive  of  wounded 
and  prisoners.    The  British  claimed  that  four  hundred  of  the  Amen> 
cans  were  killed  and  two  hundred  taken  prisoners.     **  The  loss  of 
,  the  enemy  was  equally  if  not  more  severe,  than  that  of  the  Amen- 
cans."    Gen.  Herkimer,  though  wounded  in  the  onset,  bore  htnuelf 
during  the  six  hours  of  conflict,  under  the  most  trying  circuni8taiica» 
with  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  composure  worthy  of  admintiQBi 
**  At  one  time  during  the  battle,  while  sitting  upon  his  saddle,  raised 
upon  a  little  hillock,  being  advised  to  select  a  less  exposed  situation 
he  replied — *  I  will  face  the  enemy.'    Thus  surrounded  bv  a  few  nM 
he  continued  to  issue  his  orders  with  firmness.    In  this  situation,  and 
in  the  heat  of  the  onslaught,  he  deliberately  took  his  tinder  box  fioo 
his  pocket,  lit  his  pipe,  and  smoked  with  great  composure."    Afler 
the  battle  was  over,  ne  was  removed  firom  the  field  on  a  litter,  and 
was  conveyed  to  his  house,  below  the  Little  Falls  on  the  MohawL 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  fit>m  monuments  in  the 
Whitesborough  grave-yard. 

**  Here  sleep  the  mortal  remains  of  Hugh  White,  who  was  bom  5th  Febniaiy,  17SS,  it 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  died  16th  April,  1813.  In  the  year  1784,  he  rmaanitt 
Sedaghquate,  now  Whitesborough :  where  he  was  the  first  white  inhabitmnt  in  the  stais  tf 
New  York  west  of  the  German  settlers  on  the  Mohawk.  He  was  distinguiahed  for  tmtgf 
and  decision  of  character ;  and  may  justly  be  regarded  as  a  Patriareh  who  led  the  childNi 
of  New  England  into  the  wilderness.  As  a  magistrate,  a  dtiien,  and  a  man,  his  chaiaeM 
for  truth  and  integrity  was  proverbial.  This  humble  monument  is  retred  and  inKiibid  bf 
the  affectionate  partner  of  his  joys  and  his  sorrows,  May  15, 1826.** 


**  To  the  memory  of  the  Rev;  Bethuel  Dodd,  first  pastor  of  the  United  Preebylerian  So. 
ciety  of  Whitestown  and  Utica.  Bom  1767,  died  1804 ;  and  of  Sarah  his  wife,  bon  170. 
died  1828.  In  the  year  1794,  they  emigrated  from  Orange,  New  Jeney,  to  this  liBmp 
Mr.  Dodd  assisted  in  forming  the  first  Presbyterian  chan»  weet  of  Albany,  and  spent  iht 
remainder  of  a  short  but  usefiil  career  in  the  upbuilding  of  Uiit  branch  of  hit  BIsbmi^ 
kingdom.'* 


momaoa  vonwTtm  wn 


ONONDAGA  COUNTY. 

droiTDAOA  oouirrr  wa«  taken  from  Herkimer  in  1794;  bounds 
altered  by  the  formation  of  other  counties  from  it  Grreatett 
IdDgih  N.  and  S.  86,  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  28  miles.  Cen- 
mBbf  distant  from  New  York  280  miles,  fit>m  Albany  185  miles. 
This  county,  though  not  extenfldve,  embraces  a  most  important  porticm 
ef  the 'territory  of  this  state.  Here  are  the  salt  springs,  an  inex- 
haustible source  of  immense  wealth ;  beds  of  gypsum  or  plaster,  of 
'vast  extent,  hydraulic  lime  and  common  limestone.  Surface  is  diver- 
rfiied.  The  northern  portion  of  the  county  is  level ;  the  centre  and 
koothem  rolling,  and  rising  m  some  places  into  hills.  The  9cSl  is 
generally  good,  and  in  some  portions  excellent,  and  under  high  culti- 
vation. Large  crops  of  wheat  and  Indian  com  are  annually  raised. 
Botfi  are  greatly  aided  by  the  use  of  plaster.  The  principal  lakes 
are  Oneid^  Skaneateles,  Qnondan,  and  Otisco.  The  Rome  sum- 
init,  Or  km^  level  of  the  Erie  canal,  60}  miles  in  length,  has  its  west- 
ern extremity  near  Syracuse.  Thecounty  forms  part  of  the  military 
tact,  and  settlements  were  first  made  here  in  the  sprint  of  1788, 
whOM  composing  part  of  Whitestown,  Oneida  county.  The  county 
ii  divided  mto  18  towns,  of  which  Lvsander,  Maiuius,  MaroeUus, 
OkKMidagat  and  Pompey  were  organized  by  general  seysions  in  1789. 
Am.  67,915. 

Camillub,  ormnized  in  1789 :  fit>m  Albany  141  miles.  Camillus 
has  about  60  Sellings.  This  village  is  connected  with  the  Erie 
eanal  bv  a  feeder.  Belleisle,  on  the  canal  6  miles  W.,  and  Amboy  7 
miles  W.  fixim  Syracuse,  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  8,957. 

CicEEO,  organized  in  1807 ;  from  Albany  148,  from  Syracuse  NE. 
10  miles.  Cicero  is  a  small  village.  On  the  bank  of  the  Seneca  river, 
(^»posite  Brewerton  post-office,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  are  the 
remains  of  an  old  French  fort    Pop.  2,464. 

Clay,  taken  from  Cicero  in  1827;  from  Albany  151,  fitmi  Synu- 
tese  N*  11  miles.    Clay  and  Euclid  are  names  of  post>offices.    rop. 

Da  Witt,  takoi  from  Manlius  in  1885;  fivm  Albany  tUS  miles. 
Jamesville,  7  miles  SE.  fit>m  Sjoncuse,  has  about  45  dwellings.  Or- 
ville  is  a  small  village.    Pop.  2,802. 

EuBaiDOB,  taken  from  Camillus  in  1829 ;  from  Albany  169  miles. 
BDvridjKe,  15  miles  W.  from  Syracuse,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Near 
lUs  ▼ilias^  are  Indian  remains,  the  largest  of  which,  upon  a  hill,  has 
an  area  m  about  three  acres,8urrounded  by  a  ditch  and  wall  of  earth. 
It  is  said  that  a  large  limestone  was  found  here,  having  writing  upon 
it  in  an  unknown  character,  and  that  from  a  well  within  the  wall, 
BMuiy  mouldering  human  hemes  have  been  taken.  JordaM  oa  the 
canal,  12  miles  W.  from  Syracuse,  is  an  incorporated  village  havinff 
about  150  dwellings.  Elbridge  has  about  60  dwellings.  Peru  ana 
WeUingtim  are  small  settlements.    P<^  4,647. 
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FABros,  Oj^anized  in  1708 ;  from  Albany  ISS,  from  Sjrracuse  8E 
18  miles.  The  remains  of  ancient  forts  are  found  here,  and  jioieath 
the  earth  human  bones.  Franklinville  is  a  large  village,  and  ApoEi 
has  about  40  dwellings.     Pop.  2,562. 

Lafayette,  taken  from  Pompey  and  Onondaga  in  1825;  from 
Albany  134,  from  Syracuse  S.  11  miles.  Lafayette  and  Canliff  are 
small  post  villages.     Pop.  2,600. 

Lysander,  from  Albany  152  miles.  Baldwins ville,  on  the  Seneca 
river,  12  miles  NW.  from  Syracuse,  is  a  manufacturing  village  con- 
taining 80  or  100  dwellings.  Plain ville,  Lysander,  Betts  Comen» 
and  Little  Utica,  are  villages.     Pop.  4,036. 

Manliub,*  in  common  with  many  other  towns  in  this  section,  was 
originally  divided  by  the  surveyor-general  into  lots  one  mile  square, 
which  were  drawn  as  bounty  lands  by  revolutionary  soldiers ;  and 
hence  its  name,  after  a  celebrated  Roman  general,  is  very  appropriate. 
The  town  throughout  is  fertile,  the  southern  part  being  uneveop  the 
northern  level ;  and  is  crossed  both  by  the  canal  and  railroad.  It  is 
well  watered  by  the  Limestone  and  Butternut  creeks,  the  former  of 
which  runs  through  nearly  its  whole  length.  Its  principal  exports 
are  ^rain,  plaster  of  Paris,  and  water  lime.    Pop.  5,509. 

About  100  rods  south,  and  about  a  mile  NW.  of  the  village  of  j 
Manlius,  are  found  mineral  springs,  which  are  much  resorted  to  bf 
people  living  near  them.  At  the  latter  place  there  are  three  foia- 
tains,  within  a  few  feet  of  each  other,  the  waters  of  which  diffor  veiy 
decidedly  in  their  sensible  properties.  A  boarding-house  for  the  re- 
ception of  guests  was  kept  here  by  its  former  proprietort  connected 
with  which  were  bathing  places,  swings,  &c.  At  both  these  springi^ 
but  more  particularly  than  at  either,  upon  the  bank  of  the  Limestone 
creek  about  100  rods  NW.  of  the  latter,  are  found  specimens  of  cal- 
careous tufa,  petrified  leaves,  and  fragments  of  wood,  some  of  which, 
for  their  perfection,  have  been  deposited  in  the  cabinet  of  Yale  col- 
lege. New  Haven,  Connecticut 

The  first  white  inhabitant  of  this  town  was  David  Tripp,  who 
moved  here  with  his  family  about  the  year  1790.  He  lived  in  a  log 
cabin  nearly  a  mile  NW.  of  the  present  village  of  Manlius,  his  near- 
est neighbor  being  probably  (ren.  A.  Danforth,  at  Onondaga,  10 
miles  distant  When  he  settled  here,  being  surrounded  with  wilder- 
ness, it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  could  procure  the  food 
necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  his  family,  until  he  could  raise  it 
from  the  soil  by  his  own  labor.  At  one  time,  the  only  article  of 
food  which  they  had  for  three  months,  with  the  exception  of  wiM 
roots  and  milk,  was  a  bushel  of  com,  which  he  brought  firom  Herki- 
mer, 55  miles,  on  his  back.  Soon  after  Mr.  Tripp  became  located  is 
this  town,  several  persons  formed  a  settlement  at  Eagle  village,  t 
mile  E.  of  the  present  village  of  Manlius.  The  first  weeding  in  town 
was  celebrated  about  the  1st  of  July,  1704,  in  the  open  yard  in  froot 
of  Mr.  Foster's  tavern  in  this  settlement    It  was  on  **  a  training  day," 

•  For  the  account  of  this  town  the  authon  are  indebted  to  Azariab  Smith,  M.  D. 


«&} ^MOtn  Af'AjB  oompsar  who  met  thwv  tot  fMrndav  ibniMd  a 
hfaHbiw  wrakt^  ifl  tiM  centre  or  which  CfrvM  Kimo,  Btq.,  tmHod'h 
"wedlock's  holy  IkhmI^  Mr.  Billy  McKee  to  Miss  Jenny  HulboUaiML 
It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  this  couple  met  with  violent  deaths 
about  twelve  years  ago,  and  but  a  few  months  from  each  other. 

The  first  frame  dwelling  erected  in  town  was  built  near  Mr. 
Tripp'a,  by  Conrad  Lower,  in  1792.  Ho  brought  the  floor  boards 
from  Palatine,  and  the  other  boards  from  Danfbrth's  mill,  which  wu 
erected  on  Butternut  creek  the  same  season.  Not  having  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  naiis,  hia  son  was  sent  to  Oriskany,  33  miles,  after  soma, 
and  returned  with  46  pounds  on  his  back.  The  house  built  by  him 
constitutes  part  of  the  dwelhng  now  occupied  by  Salmon  Sherwood. 
The  first  saw-mill  in  the  present  town  was  erected  at  the  easteiB 
Idmestone  falls,  by  Phineas  Sterens  in  1793,  and  the  first  grist-mill  ^ 
William  Ward,  near  the  western  extremity  of  the  present  village  of 
Maidiua,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1794. 


yww  in  Aa  central  part  of  ManKia. 

The  lot  assigned,  at  the  time  of  the  original  division  of  this  town 
by  the  surveyor-general,  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  of  com- 
mun  schools,  was  set  apart  by  the  town  for  the  latter  ol:>iect,and  was 
sold  May  2,  1614,  for  •12,114.42.  When  De  Witt  was  set  off  from 
M^inliini,  this  fund  was  divided,  and  the  present  town  of  Manlius  re- 
ceived for  its  share  #7,752.43.  This  fund  is  invested  in  bonds  and 
mortgages  paying  7  per  cent  interest ;  and  the  annual  income,  9542.67, 
is  divided  among  the  school  districts,  in  addition  to  the  proper  share 
(^  money  which  the  town  receives  from  the  state. 

The  principal  village,  called  Manlius  after  the  name  of  the  town,  is 
intoatea  S  miles  S.  of  the  Erie  canal  at  Hulls  landing,  and  about  S 
miles  from  the  railroad.  It  is  10  miles  from  Syracuse,  and  134  from 
Albany,  and  contained,  in  1880, 473  male,  and  617  female  inbabit- 
auts.  Its  present  population  is  estimated  at  between  11  and  19 
hundred.  Annexed  is  a  cut  of  the  village ;  the  building  with  an  attic 
and  cnpola  is  the  academy,  the  church  to  the  right  of  it  is  the  Pres- 
byterian, and  the  one  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  the  Episcopa- 
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lian.  This  church  is  the  oldest  in  the  place,  and  formerly  stood  on 
the  top  of  the  steep  hill  east  of  the  academy,  (not  seen  in  the  yiewj 
from  whence  it  was  removed  on  wheels  to  its  present  location  a  few 
years  since,  with  its  steeple,  bell,  organ,  &c.,  without  jarring  it  lo 
much  as  to  remove  a  square  foot  of  plastering.  The  Baptist  and 
Methodist  churches  are  not  seen  from  this  point  The  latter  wai 
originally  ornamented  with  a  spire,  but  as  it  was  thought  by  some  of 
the  congregation  to  betoken  spiritual  pride,  it  was  torn  down  sood 
after  it  was  built,  and  in  its  place  was  substituted  the  present  low  tower. 
The  two  story  and  a  half  building  near  and  to  the  ri^ht  of  the  acade- 
my, was  formerly  a  tavern,  and  is  made  up  in  part  of  the  oldest  frame 
in  the  village.  The  cupolas  in  the  distance  belong  to  cotton  mills,  of 
which  there  are  3  in  the  place,  known  as  the  Limestone,  Manliui^ 
(carried  on  by  an  incorporated  company,)  and  Cold  Spring  factories. 
The  first  of  them— owned  by  Azariah  Smith,  who  moved  to  this  place 
from  Middlefield,  Mass.,  June  2,  1807,  and  has  traded  in  the  thz«e 
story  building  on  the  right  side  of  the  street  in  the  above  cut  since 
July  4,  1816 — is  the  largest,  having  2,004  spindles,  and  manufactures 
annually  about  500,000  yards  of  brown  sheetings  and  shirtings. 
There  are  also  in  this  village  3  flouring  mills,  3  coach  factories,  2 
furnaces,  &c. 

The  Manlius  academy  was  incorporated  April  13,  1885,  with  nine 
trustees,  who  are  authorized  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  number.  It  has 
already  attained  the  rank  of  fifth  in  the  literary  institutions  of  this 
senate  district,  and  received  in  1840  from  the  regents  of  the  univer- 
sity 9316.65,  as  its  portion  of  the  state  literature  rand.  The  number 
of  students  during  that  year  was  274, 62  of  whom  studied  languages. 

The  following  ministers  have  filled  the  pulpits  in  this  place  in  oider,  viz :  Rct.  MeHii 
Clark,  Davis,  Pardee,  Wm.  J.  Bulkeley,  Dyer,  Burton,  H.  Hickox,  James  Selliri^,  A.  S. 
Hollister,  Jesse  Pound,  Appl<;^)n,  and  Davis,  the  Episcopalian;  Rev.  Messrs.  Reed,  OUa, 
Samuel  Ilopkinn,  Hezekiuh  Woodniff,  Ralph  Cushman,  Hiram  Kellogg,  John  IngerwU, 
Talcott  Bates,  Carlos  Smith,  Amzi  Benedict,  and  John  J.  Slocum,  the  Presbyterian ;  Rev. 
Messre.  Charles  Morton,  D.  Bellamy  and  McCarthy,  the  Baptist.  The  Methodist  ministen, 
as  tliey  bicnniully  chaii<re,  are  not  mentioned. 

The  first  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  was  published  in  this  village  by 
Mr.  Abraham  Roniuin,  under  the  title  of  tlie  **  Deme  Gazette.**  The  first  number  was 
issued  in  the  spring  of  1806,  and  a  contemporaneous  effort  was  made  to  change  the  p^mm 
of  the  village  to  Deme ;  tliis  eflbrt  however  failed,  and  the  paper  was  discontinued  after  a 
little  more  than  a  year,  for  want  of  sufficient  support.  Since  that  time  there  have  been 
publinhed  here  several  newspapers,  The  Manhus  Times,  Manlius  Republican,  Onondaga 
Republican,  Manlius  Repository,  and  Onondaga  Flagg.  The  Manlius  Repoeitury  com- 
menced in  1830,  and  reached  its  fifth  volume, 

James  O.  Rockwell,  a  young  man  of  considerable  reputation,  author  of  a  pnxe  poem,  ii 
one  of  the  annuals,  fonncrly  associate  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  Boston,  and  afterward  of  om 
in  Providence,  in  which  city  he  died,  was  a  native  of  this  place.  His  parents  being  m 
indigent  circumstances,  he  was  employed  when  a  small  lad  in  the  Manlius  &ctory,  at  which 
time  hu)  happy  genius  for  rhyming  was  first  observed.  While  employed  in  tending  a  pkL 
ing  machine,  he  made  a  small  book,  on  each  right  hand  page  of  which  was  a  pictura  ti 
dilfercnt  parts  of  the  factory,  and  on  the  opposite  page  a  vone  describing  iL  On  the  oat. 
side  was  a  front  view  of  the  factory  with  an  overseer  on  the  foreground,  dragging  a  bof 
towards  the  door,  and  under  it  this  vers^^ 

The  factory  life  And  every  boy 

Is  fiill  of  strife :  That  they  employ 

I  own  I  hate  it  dearly ;  Will  own  tha  tamap  or  omo^. 


l'       ir;*'  •", 


.  IVtyotteviDet  21  miles  N.  of  Manlius  village^  is  situated  on  a  feeder 
to  the  Erie  canal,  and  contains  about  100  houses.  It  has  4  churches, 
1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  EfNscopalian.  It  has 
•n  incorporated  academy,  which  received  from  the  literature  fund  of 
Ae  state  in  1840,  9188.30.  The  principal  business  men  are  engaged 
BH  the  purchase  and  forwarding  ot  produce  brought  from  the  country 
tooth  of  the  canal  to  this  place. 

The  other  settlements  are  Kirkville  and  Manlius  Centre,  on  the 
eanal.  Eagle  village,  referred  to  in  the  above  history  of  the  town, 
Hartsville,  and  Matthews  Mills. 

Mascbllus  has  a  hilly  surface  with  a  soil  of  fertile  loam ;  centrally 
situated  from  Albany  157,  and  from  Syracuse  SW.14  miles.  The  vu- 
htfe  of  Marcellus  has  about  75  dwellings,  3  churches,  and  a  number 
ofmills  of  various  kinds.    Clintonville  is  a  post-office.    Pop.  2,727. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  case  on  record  of  devotional  somnu 
an,  so  called,  is  that  of  Miss  Rachel  Baker  of  this  town.  A  full  his- 
'  lory  of  her  case  may  be  found  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Physico- 
Me^cal  Society  of  JNew  York,  vol.  I.  p.  395.  Rachel  Baker  was 
bom  at  Pdham,  Massachusetts,  May  29, 1794.  Her  parents  were 
pkHis  persons,  and  early  taught  her  the  importance  of  religion.  From 
ddJdhood  she  appeared  to  possess  a  contemplative  disposition ;  but 
her  mind  was  not  vigorous,  nor  was  she  much  disposed  to  improve 
it  by  reading.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  she  removed  with  her  pa- 
rents to  the  town  of  Marcellus  in  the  state  of  New  York.  From 
that  time  she  said  ^  she  had  frequently  strong  convictions  of  the  im- 
portance of  eternal  things,  and  the  thoughts  of  God  and  eternity 
would  make  her  tremble.^ — In  June,  1811,  while  on  a  visit  to  the 
town  of  Scipio,  she  was  deeply  affected  in  witnessing  the  baptism  of 
a  young  lady,  and  from  that  period  was  impressed  with  a  stronger 
conviction  of  her  own  sinfulness.  On  her  return  to  Marcellus,  she 
endeavored  to  suppress  her  religious  anxiety,  but  in  vain ;  her  anguish 
of  mind  was  fully  depicted  in  her  countenance. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  November,  while  she  was  sitting  in 
a  chair,  apparently  asleep,  she  began  to  sigh  and  groan  as  if  in  ex- 
cessive pain.  She  had  said  a  short  time  before  that  she  would  live 
only  a  little  while,  and  as  she  now  repeated  the  expression,  her  parents 
were  apprehensive  that  she  was  aying.  This  evening  she  talked 
incoherently ;  but  manifested  in  what  she  said  much  religious  concern. 
She  continued  almost  every  night  talking  in  her  sleep  tfll  the  27  Jan., 
1812.  On  that  evening,  soon  after  she  had  fallen  asleep,  she  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  trembling,  shrieked  aloud  and  awoke  in  CTeat 
terror.  Horror  and  despondency  overwhelmed  her  with  the  dread 
of  a  miserable  eternity,  and  of  her  speedy  and  mevitable  doom.  But 
these  agonizmg  feelings  were  soon  succeeded  by  a  calm ;  her  mind 
became  tranqml,  and  in  her  nightly  devotions,  which  were  now  regu- 
bur  and  coherent,  she  poured  forth  a  spirit  of  meekness,  gratitude,  and 
love.  From  this  time  the  whole  tenor  of  her  soul  seemed  to  be 
changed.  She  was  incapable  of  expressing  her  sentiments  clearly 
when  awake ;  but  her  sleeping  exercises  were  so  solemn  and  im- 
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pressivet  that  few  who  heard  them  doubted  that  they  were  the'genime 
fruits  of  repentance,  piety,  and  peace. 

Dr.  Mitchell,  in  describing  Miss  Baker's  case,  says,  **  the  latter 
of  these  remarkable  affections  of  the  human  mind.  (Samnium  am 
religione^)  i.  e.  sleep  with  religion,  belong  to  Miss  Rachel  Baker, 
who  for  several  years  has  been  seized  with  somnium  of  a  reUgioiii 
kind  once  a  day  with  great  regularity.  These  daily  paroxysmi 
recur  with  wonderful  exactness,  and  from  lon^  prevalence  have  now 
become  habitual.  They  invade  her  at  early  bedtime,  and  a  ft 
usually  lasts  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  A  paroxysm  has  been 
known  to  end  in  35  minutes,  and  to  continue  98.  The  transitioD 
from  the  waking  state  to  that  of  somnium  is  very  quick,  fi^uently  in 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  sometimes  even  less.  After  she  retires  from 
company  in  the  parlor,  she  is  discovered  to  be  occupied  in  praising 
God  with  a  distinct  and  sonorous  voice.  Her  discourses  are  usually 
pronounced  in  a  private  chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  them 
with  more  decorum  on  her  own  part  and  with  greater  satisfactioa  to 
her  hearers.  She  has  been  advised  to  take  the  recumbent  posture. 
Her  face  being  turned  towards  the  heavens,  she  performs  her  nightly 
devotions  with  a  consistency  and  fervor  wholly  unexampled  in  a 
human  being  in  a  state  of  somnium.  Her  body  and  limbs  are  mo- 
tionless, they  stir  no  more  than  the  trunk  and  extremities  of  a  statue: 
the  only  motion  the  spectator  perceives  is  that  of  her  organs  of  speech, 
and  an  oratorical  inclination  of  the  head  and  neck,  as  if  she  was  intently 
engaged  in  performing  an  academic  or  theological  exercise.  Ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  and  solemnity  of  the  address,  the  attendants  are 
aflfected  with  seriousness.  She  commences  and  ends  with  an  additsi 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  consisting  of  proper  topics  of  submission  and 
reverence,  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  and  of  prayer  for  herself  her 
friends,  the  church,  the  nation,  for  enemies,  and  the  human  race  in 
general.  Between  these  is  her  sermon  or  exhortation.  She  bcfini 
without  a  text,  and  proceeds  with  an  even  course  to  the  end,  embel- 
lishing it  sometimes  with  fine  metaphors,  vivid  descriptions,  and  poeti- 
cal quotations.  There  is  a  state  of  the  body  felt  like  groaning,  sob- 
bing, or  moaning,  and  the  distressful  sound  continues  froiVi  two 
minutes  to  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  agitation,  however,  does  not 
wake  her;  it  gradually  subsides,  and  she  passes  into  a  sound  and 
natural  sleep,  which  continues  during  the  remainder  of  the  night  hi 
the  morning  she  wakes  as  if  nothing  had,happened,  and  entirely  igno 
rant  of  the  scenes  in  which  she  has  acted.  She  declares  she  knows 
nothing  of  her  nightly  exercises  except  from  the  information  of  others. 
With  the  exception  of  the  before-mentioned  agitation  of  body  and 
exercise  of  mind,  she  enjoys  perfect  health.  In  October,  1814,  Miss 
Baker  was  brought  to  New  York  by  her  friends,  in  hopes  that  her 
somnial  exercises,  (which  were  considered  by  some  of  them  as 
owing  to  disease,)  might  bv  the  exercise  of  a  journey  and  the  novelty 
of  a  Targe  city  be  removed.  But  none  of  these  means  produced  the 
desired  effect.  Her  acquaintances  stated  that  her  somnial  exercises 
took  place  every  night  regularly,  except  in  a  few  instances  when 


m^ 


hiwiupted  by  ■Bvore  aielDteM,  from  the  tune  they  commenced  in 
IBIS.  In  September,  1S16,  Dr.  Sears,  by  a  course  of  medical  treat- 
Buntt  particularly  by  the  use  of  o[Mum,  prevented  a  recurrence  of 
hat  mghtly  exercises. 

Onondaoa  is  from  Albany  136  miles.  Onondasa  West  Hill,  a 
village  and  formerly  the  county  seat,  4  miles  SW.  of  Syracuse,  con- 
toins  about  50  dwellings.  Onondaca*  Hollow,  an  incorporated  viU 
hge,  has  about  60  dwellings.  South  Onondaga  and  Navarino 
ire  small  villages.  Pop.  5,662.  The  Onondaga  castle,  or  the  coun- 
dl-bouK  of  the  remnant  of  the  Onondagas,  is  in  a  rich  tract  in 


Council-kouse  of  the  Onondagas. 

the  Hollow,  3  miles  S.  of  the  vUIage  of  Onondaga  Hollow,  on  a 
tmali  reservation  of  theirs,  and  contains  about  50  houses  on  a  street 
of  a  mile  or  more  in  length.  Their  dwellings  are  built  of  hewn  logs, 
the  spaces  of  which  are  filled  with  masoned  mortar  work,  and  are 
quite  comfortable.  The  above  view  represents  a  portion  of  their 
village  with  their  new  council-house,  which  is  the  building  seen  on 
the  right  with  three  chimneys.  The  old  council-house,  now  in  ruins, 
is  seen  on  the  lef^  There  are  at  present  remaining  not  far  from  300 
aouls.  The  first  white  settler  in  this  county  was  a  Mr.  Webster, 
who  came  here  in  1786,  and  settled  in  the  Hollow  among  the  Indians. , 
They  gave  him  a  tract  of  a  mile  square.  He  then  opened  a  small 
■hop,  married  a  squaw,  and  became  domesticated  among  the  savages. 
In  1788,  he  obtained  permission  of  the  Onondagas  for  Messrs.  Asa 
Danforth  and  Comibrt  Tyler  to  establish  themselves  at  Onondaga 
HoUow. 


kncbir  membar  of  the  OquuiiMcbiau,  or  dw  ampbyelioiiic  Isirn  of  Aa  Fits  Nitioiw, 
Mmberiiw  a  few  luudicd  Mob,  in  jtt  dniHpiK  «bi  ibeir  liii|eiuig  axictaic*  in  the  mna 
mllmr  ■  Jkan  fMMtc*  la  ibe  Mvih  of  ibe  tiOtge  1  ht*e  jot  mentioDwI. 


'Ommitf  h  aa  lediMi  wori,  mgai^mt  >  nramp  nadai  a 


It  dw  tMettmm 
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HYe  with  the  northern  and  eastern  diTiaioa  of  the  continent,  tod  wIiom  acted 
one  time  extended  from  the  Sorel,  south  of  the  great  lakes,  to  the  Miiwiwip^ 
east  to  the  Santco,  and  coastwise  back  to  the  Hudson.  The  great  couneil-fire  of  the  tm> 
federacy  was  in  the  special  keeping  of  the  Onondagas,  and  by  them  was  always  kept  banp 
ing.  The  territory  proper  of  the  confederacy  extended  from  Albany  to  Lake  £rie,aBd  wh 
called  the  Long  House.  The  Mohawks  kept  the  eastern  door,  and  the  tSenecaa  the  wot 
tern.  On  the  arrival  of  ambassadors  from  either  direction,  the  keepers  of  the  doois  ds> 
manded  their  business.  If  of  minor  or  trifling  consequence,  a  council  of  the  tribe,  kf 
whom  the  ambassadors  were  received,  disposed  of  the  matter.  But  if  by  aiich  coaad 
judged  to  be  of  sufHcient  weight  and  importance  to  demand  the  consideration  of  a  natianl 
council,  the  messengers  were  conducted  to  the  great  council.fire  at  Onondaga,  where  te 
Congrete  of  die  coiifcdcracy  was  convoked. 

**  The  Onondagas  have  been  distinguished  both  as  orators  and  warri<»a.  In  dieir  eailf 
intercourse  with  the  *  pale  faces,*  they  brought  forward  orators  of  great  ability ;  and  some  flf 
the  finest  passages  tliat  have  been  preserved  of  Indian  eloquence,  fell  from  the  lips  of  Gsr- 
anguJa,  Thurenscra,  Decancsora,  and  Sadekanaghtie,  all  chiefs  of  the  Onondaga  niiiob 
Indeed,  during  more  than  a  century'  subsequent  to  the  invasion  of  Oncmdaga  by  the  Fkeoch 
in  1G96,  Red  Jacket  and  Farmer's  Brother  only  have  equalled  the  oratorical  efibfti  of  the 
more  ancient  chie&  whom  I  have  named.  By  the  ancient  unwritten  conatitotioQ  of  tin 
confederacy,  the  Onondagas  were  entitled  to  furnish  the  grand  sachem,  or  prindpd  civ3 
chief,  while  the  principal  war  chiefii  were  to  be  supplied  by  the  Mohawks.  But  the  gresi 
warrior  of  the  confederacy,  towards  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  was  an  OnoDdaga  Dunsd 
Black  Kettle,  called  by  the  French  historians  La  Chaudiere  Noire.  He  kd  Us  IndisBi 
with  Colonel  Schuyler  in  1690,  against  the  French  setdements  on  the  north  of  Lake  Chaok 
plain,  and  repulsed  De  Calheres,  the  governor  of  Montreal,  who  came  against  him  with  a 
superior  force.  He  next  attacked  and  defeated  a  French  expedition  sent  against  the  Isdi- 
ans  at  Niagara,  and  subsequently  carried  the  war  into  Canada,  with  immense  loss  and  dam. 
age  to  the  French  settlements.  Enraged  at  the  success  of  Black  Kettle,  the  FVench  gov. 
emor,  having  made  prisoner  of  one  of  his  warriors,  put  him  to  death  by  the  most  hornUt 
tortures  But  the  captive  withstood  the  most  exquisite  tortures  with  the  utmost  finnnrM 
singing  uis  achievements  while  they  broiled  his  feet,  burnt  his  hands  with  red  hot  irons,  eat 
and  wrung  off  his  jointa,  and  pulled  out  the  sinews ;  and  to  close  all,  his  scalp  waa  torn  <£» 
and  red  hot  sand  poured  upon  his  head ! 

^  This  atrocious  deed  by  civilized  men  again  reawakened  the  vengeance  of  Black  Ketds, 
and  the  French  had  speedy  cause  to  lament  with  the  deepest  bitterness  their  own  atroci^. 
A  detachment  of  Senecas  being  soon  afterward  in  the  neighborhood  of  Quebec,  Bbdt 
Kettle,  with  a  company  of  Onondagas,  placed  himself  at  their  head.  In  1692  he  fell  upoo 
the  island  of  Montreal,  carrying  lus  arms  to  the  gates  of  the  citadel.  Thia  brave  chief 
continued  the  war  until  the  year  1697,  when,  being  decoyed  into  Canada  under  the  pre- 
text of  a  desire  to  negotiate  a  peace,  he  was  treacherously  murdered  by  s  party  of  Algoo. 
kins  engaged  for  that  purpose.  His  country,  however,  had  been  ravaged  by  the  French 
the  year  before  his  death ;  and  as  the  history  of  this  first  known  invasion  of  Onondaga 
Hollow  is  interesting,  I  will  give  it  in  detail.  In  the  year  1696,  Count  Frontenac,  one  of 
the  most  efficient  and  politic,  as  well  perhaps  as  the  most  cruel  of  the  French  govemoa  is 
Canada,  attempted  to  detach  the  Five  Nations  frx)m  the  friendship  of  the  F!ngH«h  ookny 
and  negotiate  a  separate  peace. 

**  With  this  view,  through  the  agency  of  the  Jesuits,  the  count  succeeded  in  pemiadim 
the  Indians  to  call  a  grand  councU  of  their  chieft  at  the  old  counciUfire  in  Onondaga,  le 
which  he  despatched  messengers  with  his  proposals.  There  were  eighty  sachema  present, 
and  the  council  was  opened  by  Sagdekanaghtie.  The  French  comnusnonera  labored  and- 
uously  to  accomplish  their  purpose,  and  the  conference  continued  aeveral  days.  But  ames* 
aenger  from  Albany  informed  the  chiefe  that  a  separate  peace  would  diapleaae  the  Englah, 
and  the  proposals  were  thereupon  promptly  rejected.  Shortly  afterward,  the  count  deter- 
mined to  avenge  himself  upon  the  Five  Nations,  for  having  preferred  the  preserration  of 
their  good  faith  and  honor  to  the  peace  which  he  had  proffered.  For  this  purpose  he  »- 
sembled  all  his  disposable  troops,  amounting  to  four  battalions,  with  the  Indiana  in  his  ser. 
vice  and  under  his  control,  and  departed  from  Montreal  on  the  9th  of  July,  1696.  In  sd. 
dition  to  small-arms,  they  took  with  them  two  Ught  pieces  of  cannon,  two  mortals,  a  sspply 
of  grenades,  dtc.  After  a  wearisome  march  of  twelve  days,  during  which  the  ntmost  or. 
cumspection  was  necessary  to  avoid  ambuscadea,  the  count  reach^  the  ioot  of  Lake  Cs. 
darackui,  (now  called  Ontario,)  and  crossed  thence  in  canoea  to  the  estnary  of  the  (Ml. 
wego  river,  which'  flows  firom  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Onondaga,  or  Salt  Trnkr  the 
Onondaga  flowing  mto  the  southern  end  near  the  great  mlt  licks.  The  expedition  can. 
^oualy  aacendsd  ths  Oshwego,  and  crosMd  ths  Salt  Lsks«  keeping  straqg 
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t  to  inrent  any  nnpiiie  that  might  be  attemptad  bj  a  crafty  enemy.  Thk  precan. 
f  measare  waa  the  more  neceenry,  inaamuch  aa  the  Indiana,  a^ainat  whom  they 
■■ffrhing.  with  their  wonted  chivalry,  had  given  the  French  notice  that  they  were 
ad  of  dieir  hoatile  approach.  A.  tree  had  been  diacovered  by  one  of  the  aconta,  on 
lak  of  which,  the  aavagea  had  painted  a  repreaentation  of  the  French  army  on  iti 
I,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  two  bundlea  of  ruahee  had  been  depoaited,  aerring  at 
la  a  note  of  defiance,  and  giving  the  invader  to  underatand  that  he  would  be  com. 
to  encounter  aa  many  warriorB  aa  there  were  ruahea  in  the  bondlea.  Theae,  being 
Bd«  were  found  to  number  fourteen  hundred  and  forty4bur. 

lia  caatle  of  the  Onondagaa  waa  aituated  in  the  midat  of  the  deep  and  beautiful  valley 
ieh  we  have  already  referred,  and  through  which  the  Onondaga  river  winda  ita  way 
lake.  Count  Frontenac,  with  his  modey  forcea,  had  made  a  halt  near  the  licka,  and 
B  np  some  temporary  defences.  The  site  of  the  caatle  waa  but  five  or  aix  milea  re- 
i  fiom  the  French  camp.  It  waa  a  aacred  spot  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indiana,  aa  the  aeat 
I  grand  councils  which  had  for  ages  regulated  the  affairs  of  the  fierce  and  wild  de- 
ley  of  the  Five  Nations.  They  had,  therefore,  reaolved  to  defend  it  to  the  laat ;  and 
iranen  and  children  had  been  aent  horn  the  rude  village  deeper  into  the  ahadea  of 
reat.  Circumstancea,  however,  changed  this  determination  on  the  morning  of  the 
pon  which  Goimt  Frontenac  intended  to  advance.  Two  of  the  Hurona  deaerted  from 
loea  of  the  count,  and  gave  the  Onondagaa,  to  whoee  aasiatance  neither  of  their  aa- 
a  tribea  had  yet  arrived,  auch  an  appalling  deacription  of  the  French,  that  they  dared 
nain  and  give  battle. 

''oDnondio'a*  army,  they  aaid,  waa  like  the  leavea  on  the  treea — more  niuneroua  than 
laona  that  fly  to  die  north  after  the  aeaaon  of  the  snows.  They  were  armed,  they 
sritfi  great  gone  that  threw  up  huge  balla  towards  the  aun ;  and  when  theae  baUa  feU 
hair  eaatle,  they  would  explode  and  acatter  fire  and  death  everywhere.** 

be  Qnondagas,  having  applied  the  brand  to  their  dwellings,  re- 
ted  into  the  wilderness.  The  Count  Frontenac,  astonished  at  the 
t  of  the  ascending  columns  of  smoke,  as  they  rose  in  curling  folds 
urds  the  sky,  moved  rapidly  forward.  But  it  was  to  obtain  an 
ty  conquest.  The  huts  and  rude  works  of  the  Indians  were  al- 
y  in  ashes.  An  old  venerable-looking  chief,  whose  head  had  been 
;ened  by  the  snows  of  more  than  a  hundred  winters,  by  his  own 
re  was  left  behind.  He  was  found  seated  by  the  trunk  of  a  syc- 
re,  and  was  tortured  in  a  horrible  manner  by  Frontenac's  Indians, 
bore  their  inflictions  with  stoical  indifference,  and  died  as  became 
adian  warrior. 

nth  the  retreat  of  the  French,  the  Onondagaa  repoeaeased  themaelvea  of  their  beauti. 
Hay  and  rebuilt  their  town  and  caatle.  They  moreover  maintained  their  rank  and 
BO  down  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  revolution.  During  the  old  French 
irhich  reaulted  in  the  conqueat  of  Canada  by  the  English  and  provincials,  the  Onon- 
anatained  their  part  under  the  influence  and  conduct  of  Sir  William  Johnson ;  and 
the  war  came  on,  they  with  the  family  of  the  deceJsed  baronet  eepouaed  the  cauae 
>  crown. 

i  the  year  1779,  their  country  waa  invaded  and  ravaged  by  the  direction  of  General 
I  Clinton,  by  a  detachment  of  regular  troopa  under  the  immediate  command  of  Col. 
T^in  Schaick.  Aa  in  the  caae  of  the  former  invasion,  the  Indiana  retired  before  supe- 
nmbers,  and  their  town  and  caatle  were  again  deatroyed  by  fire.  But  little  blood  waa 
one  Indian  oiUy  being  killed ;  and  that  little  waa  aorely  avenged  by  the  Onondaga 
on,  who  fell  upon  the  aettlement  of  Cobleskill,  in  a  few  weeks  thereafter.  With  the 
1  of  peace,  however,  the  Onondagaa  became  the  friends  of  the  United  Statea,  and 
I  the  late  war  with  England,  aome  of  their  warriors  were  engaged  on  the  aide  of  the 
leans,  in  the  Niagara  campaign.  Their  principal  warrior,  Le  Fort,  waa  the  leader  of 
idSaaa  m  the  battle  of  Chippewa.  Hia  aon,  an  educated  and  reapectable  man,  yet  re. 
Midi  the  remaina  of  hia  people  in  their  native  valley  ."—iVaia  T^rk  CtrnmercUl  Ad^ 


*  The  naina  by  which  the  Five  Natiooa  daaignated  the  Fkanch  govamor. 
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Oriscoy  taken  from  Pompey,  Tully,  and  Marcellus  in  1806 ;  from 
Albany  140,  from  Syracuse  SW.  14  miles.  Otisco  Lake  in  this  town 
derives  its  name  from  the  Indian  word  Otisco,  signifying  "  decreased 
waters."  Amber  and  Otisco  Centre  are  post  villages.  Population, 
1,906. 

PoMPEY  has  a  hilly  surface  and  a  fertile  sandy  clay  loam ;  it  is  cen- 
trally situated  from  Albany  146,  and  SE.  from  S}rracu8e  14  miks. 
Pop.  4,371.  Pompey,  Pompey  Hill,  Oran,  and  Delphi,  are  post  villa- 
ges. Pompey  Hill,  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  the  country 
lor  a  great  distance,  contains  about  70  dwellings,  a  Baptist  and  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  an  academy.  **  About  two  miles  south  of  Man- 
Ijus  square  in  the  town  of  Pompey,  are  the  remains  of  a  town,  which 
extended  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  north  to  south,  and  half  a  mile 
from  east  to  west.  Large  spots  of  black  mould  in  regular  intervali, 
and  a  few  paces  apart  in  which  are  ashes,  mark  out  the  sites  of  the 
houses."  Here  were  three  forts  of  circular  or  ellintical  forms,  form- 
ing a  triangle  which  protected  the  approaches.  Near  Delphi,  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town,  are  two  i'alls  70  feet  perpendicular ;  near 
this  place  are  the  remains  of  three  ancient  works.  The  largest  coo- 
tains  six  acres,  and  has  a  triangular  form.  It  had  a  ditch,  rampart, 
and  gateway ;  the  others  also  have  ramparts,  ditches,  and  entrances. 
There  were  many  graves  within  the  largest  fort,  over  and  around 
which  were  trees  200  years  old.  With  human  bones  were  found 
axes,  brass  kettles,  gun-barrels,  Spanish  coins,  &c. 

The  following  account  of  a  French  colony  located  in  this  town  in 
the  year  1666,  is  from  a  memoir  by  De  Witt  Clinton,  on  the  antiqui- 
ties of  western  New  York.  He  derived  the  account  partly  from  a 
manuscript  Journal  of  one  of  the  Jesuits,  and  partly  from  the  sachems 
of  the  Six  Nations : — 

**  From  the  Jesuit's  journal  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1666,  at  the  request  of  Karakontic , 
an  Onondaga  chieftain,  a  French  colony  was  directed  to  repair  to  his  village  for  the  purpo«e 
of  teaching  the  Indians  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  endeavor  if  practicable  to  civilize  ud 
Christianize  them.  We  learn  from  the  sachems  jthat  at  this  time  the  Indiana  had  a  Ibrt,  a 
short  distance  above  the  village  of  Jamesville,  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  near;  alittk 
above  which,  it  seems  the  Chief  Karakontie  would  have  his  new  frienda  set  drntn,  Ac 
cordingly  they  repaired  thither,  and  commenced  the  labor,  in  which  being  greatly  aided  bv  the 
savages,  a  few  months  only  were  necessary  to  the  biulding  of  a  small  viUage. 

'*  This  little  colony  remained^or  three  years  in  a  very  peaceable  and  flourishing  sitoation, 
during  which  time  much  addition  was  made  to  the  establishment,  and  among  otl^n  a  soiail 
chapel,  in  which  the  Jesuit  used  to  collect  the  barbarians  and  perform  the  rites  and  cetr- 
monies  of  his  church.  About  this  time,  (166^0  &  V^  o^  Spaniards,  consisting  of  twenir. 
three  persons,  arrived  at  the  village,  having  for  guides  some  of  the  Iroquois,  who  had  been 
taken  capdvos  by  some  of  the  southern  tribes.  It  appears  evident  that  this  party  came  up 
the  Missinippi,  passed  Pittsburg,  and  on  to  Glean  Point,  where,  leaving  their  canoes,  they 
travelled  by  land.  They  had  been  informed  that  there  was  a  lake  to  the  north  whose  bot- 
tom was  covered  with  a  substance  shining  and  white,  which  they  took  from  the  IndisBir 
description  to  be  silver. 

"  Having  arrived  at  Onondaga  Lake  and  the  French  village,  and  finding  ix>  silver,  tkty 
seemed  bent  on  a  quarrel  with  the  French,  whom  they  chaiged  with  having  bribed  the  Is- 
dians,  so  that  they  would  not  tell  them  where  the  silver  might  be  found.  A  compruniM  wit 
finally  effected,  they  agreed  that  an  equal  number  of  Spaniards  and  French  sKouhl  bs  scat 
on  an  exploring  expedition.  The  Indians  seeing  these  strangers  prowling  the  woods,  mdi 
various  instruments,  suspected  some  design  to  be  in  operation  to  deprive  them  of  ^ir 
country.  This  jealousy  was  much  increased  by  the  accusalion  of  the  EnroptaiM  thenMhs^ 
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Jh^  SfMOMidi  told  the  hdmm  tfait  tba  oiily  ot^jeet  of  tba  Ftmck  wm  to  tjmniiiM  ofw 
tJieoi.  The  Firench,  on  the  other  hand,  woited  that  the  Sptnierdi  were  b^fhig  a  pho  t» 
fob  them  of  their  lands. 

'*  The  Indians  hj  this  thns  beeoming  jeakras  of  both,  detennined  in  private  eoaned  to 
rid  tbemselTee  of  these  intruders.  Having  privately  obtained  the  assistance  of  the  OneidM 
and  Cayogas,  they  agreed  upon  the  time  and  manner  of  attack.  A  litde  before  daybreak 
on  AlL&UnU^  Day^  1669,  the  little  colony,  together  with  the  Spaniards,  were  aroused  from 
their  slumbers  by  the  discbaige  of  fire-arms  and  the  war*whoop  of  the  savages.  Elvery 
bouse  was  immediately  fired  or  broken  open,  and  such  as  attempted  to  escape  from  the 
flames  were  killed  by  the  tomahawk ;  and  not  one  of  the  colonists  or  Spaniards  were  left 
alive  to  relate  the  sad  dissstor.** 

This  history  accounts,  in  the  opinion  of  its  author,  for  the  appear- 
ance at  this  place  of  a  small  village,  the  evident  remains  of  a  black- 
smith's shop.  In  several  other  places  in  the  county,  says  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  manuscript  history,  the  remains  of  blacksmiths' 
shops  have  been  discovered,  and  in  some  instances  the  tools  used  by 
the  trade.  A  blacksmith's  vice  was  found  buried  deep  in  the  ground 
on  a  form  in  Onondaga  Hollow,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south 
of  the  turnpike.  But  the  existence  of  a  fort  near  this  spot,  every  ves- 
tige of  which  is  nearly  obliterated,  readily  accounts  tor  these  relics 
ot  civilization.  In  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  lyinfi;  upon  the  Onon- 
daga creek,  innumerable  implements  of  war  and  of  husbandry  have 
been  found,  scattered  over  a  territory  of  four  or  five  miles  in  length. 
Swords,  gun-barrels,  gun-locks,  bayonets,  balls,  axes,  hoes,  d^c,  have 
been  found.  A  stone  was  found  in  the  town  of  Pompey,  (now  in  the 
Albany  i^useum,)  about  fourteen  inches  long  by  twelve  broad  and 
eight  inches  in  thickness.  It  has  in  the  centre  a  figure  of  a  tree  with 
a  serpent  climbing  it,  with  the  following  inscription  on  each  side : — 

Leo  X  De  5  LS  ^ 
VIx  1520   It** 

We  have  here  the  true  chronology  of  the  Pontificate  of  Leo  X;, 
and  probably  the  year  in  which  the  inscriptions  were  made.  The  in- 
scription may  be  thus  translated,  ^  Leo  X.,  by  the  grace  of  God ; 
sixth  year  of  his  Pontificate,  1520."  The  stone  was  doubtless  de- 
signed as  a  sepulchral  monument  LS.,  signified  the  initials  of  the 
name  of  the  person  buried;  the  cross,  that  he  was  a  Catholic;  and 
the  inverted  q,  some  other  emblem  which  is  now  in  a  great  measure 
efikced.  Mr.  Adams  considers  that  it  is  not  incredible  that  this  stone 
was  carved  by  a  Spaniard,  on  or  near  the  spot  where  it  was  found. 
Florida  was  discovered  by  the  Spaniards  as  early  as  1502.  Possibly 
some  adventurers  of  this  nation,  allured  by  the  story  of  a  lake  at  the 
north  whose  bottom  was  lined  with  silver  Tthe  salt  at  Salina  springs,] 
traversed  this  region  in  pursuit  of  their  darling  object ;  one  of  the 
number  dying  here,  the  survivor  or  survivors  may  have  placed  this 
monument  over  his  remains. 

Salina  was  taken  firom  Manlius  and  Onondaga  in  1809.  The 
township  consists  of  the  land  reserved  by  the  law  of  the  state  for  the 
use  of  tne  salt  springs,  and  8  or  0  lots  of  the  original  tovmship  of 
Manlius.  Onondaga  Lake,  6  miles  lone,  with  an  average  width  of 
one  mile,  extends  into  the  central  part  of  this  town.   The  water  firom 
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which  the  salt  is  made  rises  in  the  marshes  turound  itc 
the  msrsin  of  the  lake.  The  population  of  the  town, ' 
cuse  ana  the  other  villages  in  its  vicinity,  is  11^012. 


Soutkeaatem  mea  of  Salina  village. 

The  above  is  a  aoutheastem  view  of  the  village  of  Salina  and  salt- 
works, as  viewed  from  an  elevation  called  Prospect  Hill,  which  rises 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Syracuse  village.  The  Oswego  canal,  which 
forms  a  junction  with  the  Erie  canal  at  Syracuse,  is  seen  on  the  left. 
The  lake  is  seen  in  the  distance.  The  central  part  of  Salina  is  ottc 
and  a  half  miles  north  of  Syracuse.  It  is  probable  that  the  two  vil- 
lages in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  by  the  increase  of  population,  will 
be  blended  into  one.  Salina  village  lies  upon  a  plain  rising  near  the 
centre  of  the  marsh.  It  contains  3  churches,  a  bank,  and  86  salt 
manufactories.  In  1839  the  amount  of  salt  inspected  in  this  vilbi.'c 
was  1,283,304  bushels.  The  village  of  Liverpool  is  about  M  miks 
north  of  Syracuse,  on  the  lake  and  Oswego  canal,  consisting  of  about 
60  dwellings ;  the  amount  of  salt  inspected  here  in  1830,  was  85!>,733 
bushels.  Gcddcs  village  was  incorporated  in  1832;  it  is  pleasantly 
situated  2  miles  west  from  Syracuse,  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  The 
amount  of  salt  inspected  here  in  1639,  was  249,245  bushels.  The 
amount  inspected  at  Syracuse,  was  472,558  bushels. 

The  annexed  is  a  western  view  in  the  centra]  part  of  Syracuse,* 

*  Sfracuac  U  a  remukable  inaiuce  of  ihe  rnpidii)'  erf'  growth  of  ume  of  our  wrfitn 
lillagn.  The  fullowing,  from  th«  pen  of  ibe  edilor  of  the  N.  Y.  Coramcrciil  AilTcne«r, 
vho  Ttrilod  The  plnce  in  1820,  uid  agsin  in  1840,  a  well  wanhy  of  ponmt : — 

"  II  WW  otiIt  in  Ihe  nuluinn  of  1830,  ihe  ycor  in  wliich  ibe  middle  Bnil  fiTfUcowtnM- 
WlMction  of  the  Erie  uiwl  wu  opened  for  navieation,  thai  jmr  humble  wrruit  mula  ibi 
punge  from  Utica  to  ihi*  plsce,  in  a  rude  boul,  alone  with  Mr.  Fonnnn,  s  diauucr  of 
■Uiry  mile*.  The  country  al  that  titne,  from  Rome  lo  Salina,  vraa  wild.  The  canal  piemd 
the  wildcmen  at  Rome  only  to  emrrge  [herefrom  nt  thia  place.  The  land  almoM  the  en- 
lira  distance  waa  low,  nianhy,  and  cold.  Tbe  fureaU,  mual  of  (be  diilance  eteigiwa. 
were  deep  and  dank  ;  and  iho  advanirlng  wtilcn  had  eschewed  the  region  aa  uniii  for  eul. 
tivation. '  But  Ihe  clrBrin>(  for  ihp  canal  let  in  a  eaeuh  of  dayli^bt,  wliich  enabled  rnTta 
to  nee  more  dlMinrlly.  The  [narahoa  and  nwampH  were  In  a  ciinnidi-rahlK  extent  dnined 
bf  Iha  canal ;  and  it»  bauka,  iiuiicad  of  ths  ebadee  of  a  (looiny  tbitat,  now  liir  tb«  aM 
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ahamag  the  Erie  canal,  the  Syracuse  House,  and  some  other  buil(l< 
ings  in  the  Ticinity.  This  village,  which  now  has  a  city-like  appear^ 
ance,  was  incorporated  in  1825,  contains  about  700  houses,  the  county 
buildings,  1  Episcopal,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Baptist 
church,  a  bank,  and  2  newspaper  establishments.     The  Syracuse  ' 


me  the  &lbar  of  the  can^    Tlnl  ii,  bnag  t  nembrtof  dM 

„.  _    I  wu  tha  r>"i  bat  hare  nol  the  jgunuJ*  br  me,)  ha  mond 

Ae  fim  rMOlotion  or  inqniiT  upon  iba  ntgeet  of  opening  »  ehuinri  of  uiificitl  nangilloa 
from  the  Hndaon  river  to  the  gr^t  likea.  And  fram  ihu  day  nndl  the  completioa  <^  that 
Mupandoni  work,  ia  1895,  hie  eierliaiu  were  anremitting  and  powaifiil  in  the  caoaa.  |P>«> 
in(  aa  iba  canal  dote,  doae  hf  the  head  of  Onondigi  Imis,  ^Itj"  ''ki  1?B  "*  '  Mamiif  nf 
■ncie  ?f  t|ie  aaltapring*,  and  within  two  mjlca  of  £t  principal  and  atrongeot  finmtain,  at 
"Batina,  MrrFUnuiU  Sw  the  inmenM  adnntagea  wfaieli  tbaKtaof  ibiaplMe  preeentadfcr 
,k  town ;  wiib  the  campleiion  of  the  middle  oecdon  of  the  eaoal,  Syracnae  waa  besun.  At 
the  periixi  of  mj  fim  tiat,  bal  a  few  ocattared  and  indifioreiit  wooden  houaei  had  bean 
•reeled,  amid  the  atnmpa  of  the  recendy  felled  treea.  I  lo^^ped  for  ■  aigfai  at  a  miMnbU 
IBTWii,  throofad  by  a  company  o(  aaltJiailen  fnm  Balbw,  ftmnnc  •  fionp  of  about  m 
roiubJookiniapacinienaaf  hnmanvaalhadanraeen.  TMt  wUd  VHafea,  beania  thick 
■ndlong, and  matted  hair, «*ati now riae up  in  d«^  diitul,  and  pacturaaqoa  panpectiva 
befora  me.  I  paaaed  a  reaileai  night,  diainrW  by  atnnge  Cwieiaa,  aa  I  yel  freQ  remambar. 
It  waa  in  October,  and  ■  Smry  of  aaow  dorins  the  id^  had  rendend  the  mocninc  aapaet 
«f  the  eooDin  mom  drnvy  llian  (b«  eroning  bdbn.  The  faw  honaaa  I  hiTa  alrudy  da- 
Mribed,  ManfflDjc  upon  low  and  alnraal  manfaj  ginnnd,  end  annooDded  by  treca  and  aib 
tanglad  drickela,  preaantad  a  very  umnHting  aoaDa.  *  Mr.  Forman,'  aud  I, '  4»  «*>  mO 
iJaeemUagt?    It  woaUmeie  aiieielwep  leJkfaeu-UP    '  ifrNwr  Miail,'  mUSti^ft. 


yIV,'jMt«a  ItM  Maw  itaabfyeV 

"'neae  worda  WON  propbeiinh    T 

r,  bwandarfiiL    A  city  it  now  ii,  in  aitent. 


llie  eonmtt  between  the  appaannca  of  the  town  ihaa 

., w  ii,  in  aitent,  and  tb«  ungnitada  and  dotiHIiiy  «f 

hi  boUduii,  albeil  it  may  not  boaat  of  a  mayor  and  commoo  eoimdl  to  oppraaa  the  pMpla 
by  iaa^mailalili  amaKnaBIa,  and  paitoka  at  turtle  and  ahampagna  ibr  the  banafii  of  te 
Mor.  Bat  aa  I  ibncad  upward,  and  Browid,  upon  aplandid  holeli,  and  lowt  of  tnaari** 
■niltfinga  in  all  &eetiaiia,  and  tba  loAy  a^rea  of  dundiM  glittailiig  in  dte  mn,  and  V^ 
teaaA  tba  aitanded  and  welUbnilt  alraota,  tfaroived  with  people  liill  of  life  and  aetnil^— 
Ike  canal  banna  crcnrdeil  wiih  bOBle  ladii^  and  nnlading  at  the  large  and  to  ' 
hamai  upoa  the  wharvaa— the  chaf  aaatBad  like  ot "    '  — -'-— ' 
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academy  is  a  fine  brick  edifice  4  stories  high,  with  an  obseryatorj, 
spacious  grounds*  &c.  The  Syracuse  House  is  of  brick,  4  storiei 
high,  and  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  establishments  of  the  kind  in  tk 
state.  Syracuse  is  133  miles  irom  Albany,  by  the  canal  171,  278  fironi 
New  York,  99  from  Rochester,  and  from  Utica  61  miles.  This  town 
embraces  the  principal  salt  springs  and  salt-works  of  the  state,  with 
the  Onondaga  or  salt  lake.  ^  These  salt  springs  were  known  to  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants,  who  communicated  their  kno^irledge  to  the 
white  settlers.  One  of  the  latter  about  50  years  since,  with  an  Indi- 
an guide  in  a  canoe,  descended  the  Onondaga  creek,  and  by  the  lake 
approached  the  spring  on  mud  creek.  Salt  water  was  at  that  time 
oDtained  by  lowering  to  the  bottom,  four  or  five  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  firesh  water  of  the  lake,  an  iron  vessel ;  which  filling  in- 
stantly with  the  heavier  fluid,  was  then  drawn  up.  In  this  way,  by 
boiling  the  brine,  a  small  quantity  of  brownish-colored  and  very  im- 
pure salt  was  obtained.  With  the  settlement  of  the  country  the  vi- 
cinity was  explored  and  many  other  sources  of  brine  discovered. 
Wells  were  then  sunk,  generally  to  the  depth  of  18  feet.  There  was 
a  great  difference  in  the  strength  of  water  which  they  afibrded,  va- 
rying with  seasons,  and  diminishing  in  draught  nearly  one  third. 
With  the  introduction  of  hydraulic  machinery  for  pumping  in  1822, 
a  more  rapid  influx  of  brine  was  produced,  and  a  new  era  in  the  man- 
ufacture. A  difference  of  opinion  prevails  as  to  the  source  of  the 
brine.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  beds  of  rock  salt  exist  here  as  at 
other  salt  springs.  Borings  have  been  made  at  several  points ;  in 
one  instance  to  the  depth  of  250  feet,  without  finding  fossil  salt  But 
the  very  important  fact  was  elicited,  that  the  strength  of  the  briue 
increased  with  the  depth  of  the  well.  The  salt  beds  in  Cheshire, 
England,  were  discovered  about  160  years  since,  in  boring  for  coal 
at  about  125  feet  below  the  surface ;  and  since  have  been  penetrated 
to  twice  that  depth.  But  the  salt  mines  of  Wilielska,  near  Cravocia, 
in  Poland,  are  worked  at  the  depth  of  750  feet ;  and  those  at  Epe- 
ries  at  950  feet.  The  failure  therefore  to  discover  salt  beds  here 
should  not  discourage  further  efforts.  Should  beds  of  rock  sah  be 
discovered  and  rendered  accessible,  this  source  of  wealth  must  be 
greatly  enlarged.  The  salt  beds  near  Norwich,  England,  produce 
more  than  150,000  tons  annually — ^nearly  three  times  as  much  as  the 
annual  products  of  the  Onondaga  springs.  The  salt  at  Salina  is 
manufactured  by  evaporation  by  the  sun,  or  artificially.  By  the 
slower  process  of  the  former,  the  coarse  salt  is  made,  and  the  fine  by 
the  rapid  evaporation  produced  by  fire.** 

The  following  cut  is  a  representation  of  a  field  of  salt  vats  near 
Syracuse  for  tlie  manufacture  of  coarse  salt  In  the  distance  is  seeii 
a  pump  house,  from  which  the  brine  is  conducted  to  each  of  the  vats 
by  a  succession  of  bored  logs.  The  vats  are  about  1 6  feet  in  length, 
by  7  in  width,  and  are  arranged  in  continuous  rows  for  a  great  dis- 
tance, as  above  represented.  Between  the  rows  alleys  run  sufficiently 
wide  to  admit  the  passage  of  a  horse  and  cart  On  each  side  and 
parallel  with  the  vats,  there  is  a  Ime  of  light  roofs  which  can  be 
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shoved  off  and  on  at  pleasure,  to  permit  the  rays  of  the  sun  to  act 
upon  the  waters  or  to  avert  the  rain.  As  the  salt  precipitates,  it  as- 
aumes  the  form  of  beautiful  crystals,  like  the  various  trinkets  fre- 
quently made  for  the  ladies'  fairs,  &c.  -,  the  action  of  shovelling  the 
•alt  into  carts  destroys  the  crystals,  when  of  course  the  elegance  of 
form  vanishes.  These  vats  with  their  sheds  cover  enough  ground  in 
the  vicinity  to  make  several  moderate  sized  farms,  and  the  beams 
of  the  sun  reflecting  from  their  roofs  cause  them  to  appear  in  the  dis- 
tance not  unlike  the  surface  of  a  lake. 

The  fine  salt  requires  more  skill  in  the  manufacture.  For  this  pur- 
pose rough  woodeu  structures  are  erected  about  70  feet  in  length, 
and  25  feet  in  breadth.  The  annexed  view  of  the  inside  of  one  of 
these  salt  manufactories  was  taken  at  the  entrance,  and  shows  inune- 


View  of  a  fold  of  salt-vats,  Salina. 

diately  in  front  the  commencement  of  the  oven  which  runs  the  remain- 
ing length  of  the  building.  On  top  of  it  are  the  boilers,  arranged  in  two 
parallel  rows,  generally  numbering  from  15  to  25  boilers  in  each  row, 
which  are  supplied  with  the  brine  by  a  cylindrical  hollow  log  with 
faucets.  This  log  leads  from  a  reservoir  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
which  in  its  turn  is  filled  by  tubular  logs,  connecting  with  the  pump 
house,  which  in  some  cases  is  a  mile  or  more  distant.  There  are  in 
the  whole  many  miles  of  aqueduct  logs,  which  are  generally  con- 
structed of  pine.  On  entering  one  of  these  works  at  night  the  view 
is  interesting.  Clouds  of  vapor  are  continually  ascending  from  the 
numerous  boilers,  and  partially  obscuring  the  forms  of  the  attendants. 
Huge  piles  of  salt  of  snowy  whiteness  m  the  bins  each  side  of  the 
building  are  beheld  laying  in  contact  with  the  rough,  dingy  walls, 
whilB  the  fire  from  tite  lumace,  shedding  a  partial  light  over  the 
whole,  renders  it  a  striking  scene. 

**  There  are,  however,  various  modes  of  applying  artificial  heat  in 
the  manufacture  of  salt,  other  than  that  employed  in  the  ordinary 
process  of  boiling  in  kettles.  In  one  arrangement,  tubes  heated  by 
steam  pais  llin/i;^  «  vat  or  vats  of  considerable  extent,  the  brine 
having  hem  ffUMtuudy  freed  from  its  insoluble  impurities,  by  being 


InUmal  view  of  a  salt  manufacUiry,  Saiina. 

allowed  to  remain  for  some  time  in  the  cistern,  or  by  the  sdditicm  of 
lime.  This  furnishes  salt  in  fine  cubic  crystals  of  great  purity,  et- 
pccially  in  those  parts  of  the  vats  which  are  at  some  distaQce  from 
the  immediate  source  of  heat." 

The  springs  from  which  the  works  arc  supplied  are  pierced  througfa 
the  alluvial  and  terminate  on  gravel.  The  strength  of  the  brine  is 
graduated  on  the  following  standard :  fresh  water  Eeing  placed  at  0°. 
and  water  perfectly  saturated  with  salt  at  100°.  According  to  thii. 
the  "old  spring"  stands  at  50°,  and  the  "new"  at  70".  In  each  cubic 
foot  of  water  there  is  about  2J  ounces  of  "  bitterns,"  or  impure  de- 
posit composed  of  lime,  iron,  &c.  Fourteen  pounds  of  salt  are  man- 
ufactured from  a  cubic  foot  of  the  water  from  the  strongest  spring. 

The  salt-works  are  quite  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state,  as  it  re- 
ceives 2  mills  a  bushel  for  pumping  the  water,  and  8  cents  dutv  on 
the  salt  made.  The  amount  annually  manufactured  is  three  millions 
of  bushels ;  and  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  four  rill^esof 
Gcddcs,  Liverpool,  Saiina,  and  Syracuse,  about  three  thousaiKr 

Areount  of  a  Prenek  Colony  eitahlulud  at  Onondaga,  in  1656,  timdtr  tkt  mufitri «/ 

Le  SUar  Dapuy.* 

"  The  JcsiiLl  Dnblon  had  eBtablishpd  himself  at  Onondaga  in  Ihe  chancier  of  a  iiiiwui 
aiy.  He  arrived  here  in  [he  month  of  Spplember,  1S55.  In  March  of  the  fbllowiof  jrtt, 
be  in  cuinpany  wilh  a  numeroua  escort  of  eavBges,  made  ihe  voyage  to  Quebec  for  iht  pa- 
poae  of  pervnading  M.  de  I.auaon  to  eeuibliiih  a  French  co\onj  at  OnoiidBga.  Rr  amnd 
there  in  ihc  lieginiiing  of  ApriJ.and  hod  no  difSculty  in  geiiing  M.  De  Laumn  to  enirr  ill* 
hi*  TiHwi.  Finy  Frenchmen  were  selected  (u  go  nnd  form  ibe  proposed  estabUalmieni,  loj 
the  Sieur  Dupuys,  an  officer  of  the  gatrisun,  wai  appointed  (heir  commandant.  J'tihe 
Francis  Le  Mcrclei,  Superior  General  of  llie  Catholic  Mieetona,  waa  dniroiia  of  coMnciiaf 
in  person  those  whom  he  liad  destined  (a  eBtablish  the  first  Iroquois  chuirh,  who  wm 
Fathers  FVtemen,  Mesnard,  and  Dablon.  Their  departure  was  fixed  for  the  Tth  of  Mij. 
and  although  the  crop  had  been  Ughter  than  usual,  liiey  gave  Dupuya  proviiiana  iiiffiritM 
to  last  him  a  whole  year,  wilh  grain  enough  to  enable  him  to  bow  the  land. 

"  The  news  of  this  enlcrprise  being  xprcad  all  around,  gave  the  Mohiwka  much  eogean, 

■  Copiwl  from  a  Ma  HiMoiy,  by  lbs  Raw.  t.  W.  AdtiM,  of  SfrMMt. 
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and  reriredtlieirjaakNiqrtowaidttiMOiioiidagas.  A  general  coaneil  of  all  tlM  tribe  ww 
eftOed  to  deKbeimte  iipoD  diia  affiur,  wlucli  aeOTiied  to  them  of  greet  importMMie,  and  Ike 
•oiielHMm  wee,  that  all  their  reeourcee  moat  be  put  in  requiation  to  oppoae  the  new  ealab> 
Uahment  A  party  of  400  men  was  immediately  raised,  and  orders  were  giren  them  either 
to  disperse  or  eat  to  pieces  the  company  of  M.  Diapuys.  They  fidled,  howerer*  to  aocom. 
pGah  their  olgect,  and  only  revenged  themeelvee  upon  some  straggling  canoes,  which  wen 
mllaged,  and  a  part  of  those  who  conducted  them  were  wonnM.  After  a  short  stay  at 
Three  Riyers  and  at  Montreal,  M.  Dnpuys  left  die  latter  place  on  the  8th  of  June,  and  the 
same  day  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Mohawks,  whom  he  pillaged  as  a  reprisal  for  the  outrage 
related  above. 

'*  On  the  S9th  of  the  same  month,  towards  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  they  heard  in  the 
camp  thtf  voice  of  a  man  groaning.  The  commandant  ordered  the  dnun  to  be  beat,  and  im. 
mediately  they  perceived  a  savage  approaching  in  great  distress.  He  wae  a  Huron,  who 
had  escaped  after  the  expedition  of  the  isle  of  Orieans.  The  skin  of  his  body  was  half 
roasted,  and  for  seventeen  days  he  had  taken  no  nourishment,  except  some  wild  ftrnta 
which  he  had  gathered.  The  Onondagas  who  accompanied  the  French,  made  him  a  drink 
which  soon  restored  the  tone  of  his  stomach.  They  then  gave  him  eome  pcovisioos  and 
sent  him  on  to  Quebec. 

**  The  remainder  of  the  voyage  was  prosperous,  except  that  they  suflered  from  a  scaroi^ 
of  provisions,  winch  had  been  very  badly  managed.  They  had  calculated  as  usual  upon  find- 
fang  an  abundance  of  fish  and  game.  Both  however  foiled,  and  the  French,  who  were  unao- 
CQStomed  to  fosting  like  the  Indians,  would  have  perished  with  hunger,  had  not  the  Onoo. 
daga  sachema  aent  to  meet  them  some  canoes  loaded  with  provisions.  They  learnt  from 
tbeee  Indians,  that  a  great  number  of  the  Iroquois  of  all  the  tribes,  were  awaitiitf  their  ar- 
rival  on  the  shores  of  die  Lake  Gannentaha.  M.  Dupuys,  therefore,  prepared  mmself  to 
make  his  entrance  into  the  lake  as  imposing  as  posriUe.  Before  arriving  at  the  place 
where  the  savages  were  stationed,  he  put  ashore  5  small  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  had  them 
diechaiged.  He  then  re^^mbarked,  and  rowing  in  beautifhl  order,  entered  the  lake,  where 
m  leas  than  an  hour  he  made  two  discharges  of  all  his  musketry.  He  was  received  by  the 
•■chema  and  such  as  were  with  them  awaiting  his  arrival  with  the  greateat  apparent  cor- 
&fity  and  respect  They  were  welcomed  widi  haranguea,  feasts,  songa,  and  dances,  and 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy  which  the  savages  were  capable  of  giviiw.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  wluch  was  the  19th  of  July,  a  solemn  mass  vras  oAered  and  the  Te  I>eum  sung. 
The  sachems  then  made  presents,  as  they  were  accustomed  to  do  in  treatiee  of  alliance,  and 
on  the  16th  the  French  all  united  in  celebrating  the  Eucharist.  On  the  day  following  they 
eommenced  building  huts,  and  Father  Mereier  went  to  visit  the  village  of  the  Onondagas, 
where  he  was  received  widi  great  ceremony.  On  the  94th  a  general  council  was  held,  at 
which  the  Jesuits,  Merder  and  Chaumont,  explained  the  views  of  the  French  and  solicited 
their  kind  regards  to  their  new  neighbors.  They  also  endeavored  to  enlighten  their  minda 
on  the  sulgect  of  religion,  and  produced  so  great  an  impression  as  to  ren&r  it  neceesary  to 
enlarge  the  chapel  which  had  been  built  noariy  a  year  before,  more  than  one  half.  They 
experienced  in  the  month  of  August  excessive  heat,  which  produced  much  sicknesa ;  but 
by  the  kind  attention  of  the  savagea  all  the  disorders  were  eased  in  a  short  time. 

**  Thia  last  mark  of  afiection  firom  these  people  persuaded  the  more  credulous  of  them  to 
believe  that  they  might  rely  upon  them  in  all  cases ;  but  the  more  prudent  of  them  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  use  of  precaution  at  least  against  their  inconstancy ;  and  these  were 
found  in  the  end  to  have  pursued  the  wisest  cooiee,  for  two  years  had  not  elapsed  before 
they  were  compelled  by  the  perfidy  of  the  savagea  to  abandon  their  settlement  and  return 
to  Montreal.  A  conspiracy  which  extended  itself  through  the  Iroquois  cantona  was  formed 
against  them,  and  unequivocal  indications  of  hostility  were  soon  given.  Three  Frenchmen 
were  scalped  near  Montreal  by  the  confederatea,  and  odier  hostilities  committed,  which  left 
BO  donbt  in  the  nrinds  of  the  fVench  of  their  intention  to  destroy  the  new  colony.  In  the 
month  of  I^b.,  1658,  numerous  bands  of  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  and  Onondagas,  had  taken 
the  field  equipped  for  war.  Dupu3rs  was  informed  of  all  that  transpired  by  a  converted  In. 
dian.  He  fimnd  himself  gready  embarrassed,  and  indeed  saw  no  means  of  extricating 
Umaelf  ftom  the  difficulty  without  much  trouble  and  at  great  heard.  To  fortify  himseu 
md  sustain  a  sioge  would  be  only  to  put  off  his  nnn  and  not  prevent  it,  for  he  had  no  sue. 
cor  to  hope  for  £ram  Quebec,  or  it  would  not  be  able  to  reach  him  in  time.  It  would  be. 
eome  neceesary  sooner  or  hter  to  yield  or  die  Qghting,  or  at  kogth  to  perish  of  hunger  and 


To  effect  his  eae^ie  M.  Dupuya  requirad  fimt  to  constniet  some  canoes,  fiv  they  had 
Bot  taken  the  precantion  to  reserve  any.  Bot  to  work  at  them  publicly  woukl  be  to  aa- 
ttounce  hit  retreat,  and  thereby  render  it  impoariUe.  Something  must  be  reedved  on  im- 
maiiateiyt  aad  the  iMandant  adoptod  Iha  following  pin.    Ha  immediatoly  aent  «i 


400  oifoifDAOA  oouimr* 

•zprea  to  M.  D*Ailleboat  to  inform  him  of  the  compinicy.  He  than  g&ve  oiden  for  tb 
coDBtruction  of  some  miAll  light  batteauz ;  and  to  prevent  the  Iroquoie  from  gettiqg  wind  of 
it,  he  made  Us  people  work  in  the  garret  of  the  Jesuit's  house,  which  was  laiser  and  mm 
retired  than  the  others. 

**  This  done,  he  warned  all  his  people  to  hold  themselyes  in  readine«  to  depart  oo  tin 
day  which  he  named  to  them,  and  he  supplied  each  one  with  provisions  sufficient  lor  ihi 
voysge,  and  chaiged  them  to  do  nothing  in  the  mean  time  to  excite  the  suspicions  of  ibe 
Iroquois.  It  only  remained  now  to  concert  measures  for  embarking  so  secretly  that  the 
savages  should  have  no  knowledge  of  their  retreat  until  they  should  have  advanced  so  (u 
as  not  to  fear  pursuit,  and  this  they  accomplished  by  a  stratagem  singular  enough. 

"  A  certain  young  Frenchman  who  had  acquired  great  influence  with  the  Indians,  bad 
been  adopted  into  one  of  their  most  respectable  families.  According  to  the  custom  of  the 
Indians,  whoever  was  adopted  by  them  became  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  that  belonged 
to  native  members  of  the  family.  This  young  man  went  one  day  to  his  adopted  father,  sad 
told  him  that  he  had  on  the  night  before  dreamed  of  one  of  those  feasts  where  the  gu«n 
eat  every  thing  that  is  served,  and  that  he  desired  to  have  one  of  the  kind  made  ibr  the  nU 
lage ;  and  he  added,  that  it  was  deeply  impressed  *upon  his  mind  he  should  die  if  a  siogk 
thing  were  wanting  to  render  the  feast  just  auch  a  one  as  he  described.  The  Indian  gimvely 
replied  that  he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  him  die,  and  would  therefore  order  tbe 
repast  himself  and  take  care  to  make  the  invitations,  and  he  assured  him  that  nothing  should 
be  wanting  to  render  the  entertainment  every  way  such  an  one  as  he  wished.  The  yowi| 
man  having  obtained  these  assurances,  appointed  for  his  feast  the  19th  of  March,  which 
was  the  dsy  fixed  upon  for  the  departure  of  the  French.  All  the  provisions  which  the 
£unilies  through  the  villsge  could  spare  were  contributed  for  the  feast,  and  all  the  Indiaai 
were  invited  to  attend. 

**  The  entertainment  began  in  the  evening,  and  to  give  the  French  an  opportaniry  to  pal 
their  boats  into  the  water  and  to  load  tbeni  for  the  voyage  without  being  observed,  ths 
drums  and  tnmipets  ceased  not  to  sound  around  the  scene  of  festivity. 

**  The  boats  having  now  been  launched  and  every  thing  put  in  readiness  for  a  departne, 
the  young  man,  at  the  signal  agreed  upon,  went  to  hm  adopted  father  and  said  to  him,  thsi 
he  pitied  the  guests,  who  had  for  the  most  part  asked  quarter,  that  they  might  cease  eanof, 
and  give  themselves  to  repose,  and  adding,  that  he  meant  to  procure  for  every  one  a  good 
night* s  sleep.  He  began  playing  on  the  guitar,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  evciy 
Indian  was  laid  soundly  to  sleep.  The  young  Frenchman  immediately  sallied  forth  to  jois 
his  companions,  who  were  ready  at  the  instant  to  push  from  the  shore. 

"  The  next  morning  a  number  of  the  Indians  went,  according  to  their  custom  on  awakin;, 
to  see  the  French,  and  found  all  the  doors  of  their  houses  shut  and  locked.  This  Mnnfc 
circumstance,  joined  to  the  profound  silcnco  which  everywhere  reigned  tlirough  the  French 
settlement,  surprised  them.  They  imagined  at  first  that  the  French  were  saying  mass,  or 
that  they  were  in  secret  council ;  but  after  having  in  vain  waited  for  many  hours  to  h«\Y 
the  mystery  solved,  they  went  and  knocked  at  some  of  the  doors.  The  dogs  who  had  heeo 
left  in  the  houses  replied  to  them  by  harking.  They  perceived  some  fowls  also  throc^ 
the  palings,  but  no  person  could  be  seen  or  heard.  At  length,  having  waited  until  evening, 
they  forced  open  the  doors,  and  to  their  utter  astonishment  found  every  house  empty. 

"  The  savages  could  not  explain  this  movement.  They  could  not  comprehend  how  the 
French,  whom  they  knew  to  have  no  canoes,  hod  got  away,  and  there  was  no  idle  fancy 
that  did  not  enter  into  their  heads  rather  than  imagine  in  what  manner  the  thing  had  htp* 
pened.  This  was  the  first  time  in  which  boats  had  been  used  for  such  voyages.  But  had 
the  French  possessed  canoes,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  use  them,  as  the  riwis 
were  Htill  covered  with  ice,  and  from  this  cause  the  Indians  were  prevented  from  succcm- 
fully  pursL.ng  them.  M.  Dupuys  took  care  however  to  leave  nothing  to  fear  from  a  pur. 
suit.  He  used  (^uch  diligence,  that  in  spite  of  contrary  H*inds  which  detained  him  a  long 
time  on  Lake  Ontario,  he  arrived  ut  Montreal  in  filteen  days.  The  pleasure  of  finding  hinw 
self  delivered  from  such  imminent  danger,  could  not  however  prevent  him  from  feeling  sen- 
sibly, that  so  precipitate  a  flight  was  dipgraccful  to  his  nation,  and  from  regretting  that  for 
the  want  of  a  trifling  aid,  ho  had  been  unable  to  sustain  an  establishment  of  so  much  im- 
portance, and  of  giving  law  to  a  people  who  drew  their  strength  and  the  right  of  insultiiy 
them  from  their  weakness. 

**  The  Iroquois  after  this  carried  war  into  Canada,  and  in  1660,  the  colony  was  redaerd 
to  extreme  distress  by  sickness  and  the  incursions  of  the  ssvsges.  In  the  year  foUoviog  if 
was  ascertained  that  there  was  not  less  than  twenty  Frenchmen  in  Onondaga.  They  bad 
been  taken  prisoners,  but  were  suflered  to  ei^oy  a  considerable  degree  of  liberty.  Thae 
men  had  converted  a  wigwam  into  a  chapel,  where,  in  connection  with  many  of  the  Hi- 
rans  and  some  of  the  Onondagas,  they  regularly  assembled  to  say  mass.    It  was  reported 
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tte  te  MUnoi  of  die  Onoiidm  yiOat^  wbo  are  die  priaeiiMa  eetyt  ^ Ael»  Iwd 
laken  no  peit  fat  die  ooospimey  which  bed  ohOgied  Dupoyi  toredretend  thet  for  •eTendqp* 
flKeeaehrelf  diej  hed  wept  widi  dieir  duldrea  for  die  Ion  of  the  FVendi  prieete.    Thie  re- 

K  however  had  no  foondadon  in  truth.    The  credulity  of  the  Jesuit  could  not  dietiiiguidiy 
MOeis  of  religion,  between  thinga  which  he  only  desired  might  be  true  and  thoee  which 
really  eo." 


of  the  colonies  of  Dupuys. — ^It  will  be  very  natural  to 
eonclude  from  the  account  wiiich  we  have  now  given  of  the  colony 
of  Dupuys,  that  its  location  was  contifi^us  to  the  Onondaga  village. 
Such  however  was  not  the  fact,  if  by  the  village  of  Qnondagabe 
meant  their  principal  village.    From  some  incidental  allusions  made 
in  history  to  the  relative  position  of  this  colony,  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  it  was  established  upon  grounds  now  occupied  by  the  village  of 
Sttlma.    In  a  passage  of  the  history  written  oy  FVancis  Creuxius, 
which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  (mote,  it  is  stated  that  the 
place  agreed  upon  for  the  residence  of  the  French  was  distant  from 
the  Indian  village  about  four  French  leagues,  and  that  this  place  was 
distinguished  for  two  remarkable  springs,  issuing  from  the  same  hill, 
the  one  affording  an  abundance  of  salt  water,  the  other  of  fresh.    He 
states,  also,  that  at  this  place  there  was  an  extensive  meadow,  or 
spacious  open  grounds  which  reached  down  to  the  bank  of  the  Lake 
Gannentaha.    it  appears  also  from  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  departure  of  the  colony,  that  they  must  have  been  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  lake,  as  their  batteaux  were  constructed  in  the 
Jesuit's  house,  and  launched  and  freighted  without  any  allusion  from 
the  historians  to  the  time  that  must  nave  been  occupied  or  the  diffi^^ 
culties  that  must  have  been  encountered  in  transporting  them  to  the 
place  of  debarkation.     The  reason  why  the  narrative  proceeds  as 
though  the  Onondaga  village  and  the  French  settlement  occupied  the 
same  rounds,  or  were  in  (adjacent  juxtaposition)  to  each  other,  is 
this^ — ^Uiat  the  Indians  were  distributed  into  different  villages  or  en- 
campments, one  of  which  was  in  the  immediate  vicinit|r  of  the  place 
where  Saiina  now  stands.    The  main  village  was  at  Onondaga,  but 
a  constant  intercourse  was  kept  up  between  the  different  encamp- 
ments, and  the  French  settlement  was  now  a  point  of  attraction 
around  which  the  Indians  rallied ;  and  this  explains  the  faciUty  of 
intercourse  which  existed  between  the  French  at  Saiina  and  the 
Indian*  at  Onondaga. 

Skansateles  was  taken  from  MarceUus  in  1830.  Pop.  3,981. 
The  village  of  Skaneateles  is  situated  at  the  outlet  or  northern  ter- 
mination of  the  lake  of  that  name,  18  miles  SV#.  from  Syracuse,  and 
has  about  1,500  inhabitants.  It  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  pic- 
toreeque  villues  in  western  New  York.  The  following  shows  the 
appearance  ofthe  village  of  Skaneateles  as  viewed  from  ue  residence 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Barber,  on  the  western  Lake  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
outlet  of  the  lake,  seen  on  the  left ;  the  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian 
churches  are  seen  on  the  right  FVom  this  village  the  eye  meastn'es 
■bout  half  the  distance  of  the  lake,  which  is  16  miles  in  l^iffth  by  an 
average  width  of  one  mile.  There  is  no  marshy  land  on  eimer  shore 
of  this  lake.    Th«  ml  is  ofthe  best  hmMtone  qoahty,  and  the  finely 
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coltiTaled  fields  fnxtatly  fenced  with  cedar  posts  and  hemlock  boaidt) 
make  a  gradual  aescent  for  a  considerable  distance  to  the  marran  oi 
the  lake.  A  railroad,  5  miles  in  length,  has  lately  been  conatneteafivai 
tiiis  village  north  to  Elbhdge,  where  it  interaecU  the  railroad  firom  Al- 
bany to  Bufialo.  AcharterwasobtainedduringtheBessicHiofthelegis- 
lature  in  1841,  for  extending  this  lateral  road  3  miles  further  north  U 
the  village  of  Jordan,  on  the  Erie  canal,  where  that  canal  receive*  s 
feeder  from  the  Skaneateles  lake,  ailer  its  waters  have  aflcoded  ■■ 
immense  power  for  milling  and  manu&cturing  purpoaea,  the  desccal 
of  the  8  miles  from  Skaneatdes  to  Jordan  being  about  500  feet.  The 
railroad  between  these  two  villages  will  run  near  the  margin  of  this 
atream,  afibrding  important  facitities  to  flouiing  mills  and  manuftc- 
turers.  Goods  will  hereafter  be  carried  on  this  road  from  Jordaa 
to  Skaneateles,  and  thence  through  the  lake  to  Cortland  county. 
Should  a  railroad  be  constructed  from  the  head  of  the  lake  through 
Homer  south  to  the  Susquehannah,  (and  such  an  enterprise  is  much 
talked  of,)  Skaneateles  and  Jordan  will  become  places  of  exten- 
sive business.  Among  the  important  items  of  transportation,  will  be 
that  of  coal  from  Pennsylvania,  to  be  more  particularly  distributed  at 
Jordan  to  various  points.  Previous  to  the  making  of  the  Erie  canal, 
the  great  thoroughfare  for  merchandise  and  emigration  to  the  west 
was  through  Skaneateles.  Since  the  completion  of  that  work,  tlii 
village  has  not  kept  pace  with  some  new  towns  which  have  grom 
into  Targe  cities  in  a  few  years,  under  the  peculiar  advantages  affimt 
ed  by  the  great  internal  improvements;. but  from  its  unsurpasKd 
beauty  of  location,  and  its  great  tacilitiea  for  manufecturing  pnrposet 
it  cannot  but  experience  a  steady  and  healthful  growth,  until  at  aoBM 
future  day  it  will  become  a  place  of  no  ordinary  importance.  The 
stranger  who  visits  this  beautiful  vUlage,  of^  ex[a«8ses  aurjHrise  that 
it  has  not  long  since  been  selected  as  the  site  of  an  extensive  weamif 
Tj  of  learning,  or  aome  puUic  benevolent  inatitutMO.    In  the  vilhgi 
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are  0  or  10  flores,  three  carriage-making  establishmentsi  an  extenaiye 
woollen  factory,  flouring  mill,  iron  foundry,  machine  shop,  and  Ya» 
rious  mechanics.  The  first  ffrist-mill  was  erected  in  the  village  in 
1705,  About  the  same  time  uie  first  merchant,  Winston  Day,  estab* 
lished  himself  here.  Bricks  were  first  made  here  in  1797 ;  the  first 
tavern  was  erected  the  same  year,  and  only  two  houses  besides  (of 
logs)  in  what  is  now  called  the  village.  The  town  had  been  first 
aeUled  a  few  years  eariier  on  the  old  Genesee  road.  The  first  bridge 
across  near  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  was  built  about  1800.  The  first 
church  in  the  place  was  organized  July  20th,  1801;  and  then  stylcKl 
**  The  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Marcelius."  It  was  organized  a  Con- 
ffregational  church,  but  subsequently  changed  to  the  Presbvterian 
form  of  government  At  its  organization  it  consisted  of  but  six 
members.  In  the  course  of  about  three  months  it  increased  to  10. 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  church  of  any  denomination  that  was 
formed  in  the  old  and  formerly  extensive  town  of  Marcellus.  There 
have  been  for  many  years  past  in  the  village  a  Baptist,  Episcop^l^ 
and  Methodist  church,  now  flourishing  societies. 

Spafforo  was  named  after  Horatio  Gates  Spafibrd,  LL.  D.,  author 
of  the  Gazetteer  of  New  York.  It  was  taken  firom  Tully,  in  1811 ; 
since  which  a  portion  has  been  added  firom  Marcellus ;  firom  Albany 
157  miles.  It  was  settled  in  1806,  by  New  Eo^and  fiirmers.  It 
is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  Skaneateles  lake.  Spafibrd,  20  miles 
SW.  firom  Syracuse,  and  Borodino,  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  1,878. 

Tully,  taken  firom  Fabius  in  1808 ;  bounds  since  altered ;  fit)m 
Albany  128  miles.  Tully,  18  miles  S.  of  Syracuse,  ccmtains  about  80 
dwellings.  TuUey,  Tulley  Valley,  and  Vesper,  are  villages.  Pop. 
1,068. 

Van  BumxN,  taken  fi'om  Camillus  in  1829 ;  fit)m  Syracuse,  NW.  14 
miles.    Macksville  and  Canton  are  small  villages.    Pop.  8,021. 


ONTARIO  COUNTY. 

Ontauo  couktt  was  taken  from  Montgomery  in  1789,  and  in- 
cluded all  the  land  of  which  the  pre-emptive  right  had  been  ceded  to 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  which  that  state  afterward  sold  to 
Phelps  and  Gorham,  and  which  afterward  chiefly  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  and  the  Pulteney  estate, 
i^tario  county  then  extended  fit>m  the  pre-emption  line  a  mile  east- 
ward of  Geneva,  so  as  to  include  withm  its  limits  all  the  territory 
within  the  bounds  of  this  state  west  of  that  line.  This  was  commonly 
Imown  as  the  **  Genesee  country,"  although  the  title  was  occasionally 
more  extensively  applied,  and  ih>m  it  has  been  formed  the  counties 
of  Steub^  Allegany,  Cattarauj^us,  Chatauque,  Erie,  Niagara,  Genesee, 
Wypmipgp  Orkwis,  Monroop  £v]Dg8ton»  Yates,  Waynoi  in  part,  leav- 
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ina  to  a  tract  around  the  former  chief  town,  (Canuidaigiift,)  the  nam 
oiOntario.  In  ITOO.thiti  extensive  territory  had  only  1,075  inhabiumti. 
The  aurface  is  agreeably  diversified,  waving  in  gentle  swells  and 
valleys  of  ample  area,  with  tracts  of  champaign,  and  in  the  southeia 
part  more  or  less  hilly.  The  soil  partakes  of  a  considerable  variety, 
out  a  warm  and  rich  mould  forms  the  greater  proportioo,  while  aloiu 
the  borders  of  Lake  Ontario  there  are  tracts  of  clayey  loam,  wila 
but  a  slight  admixture  of  mould.  The  principal  streams  are  Flint 
creek,  Canandaigua  outlet,  and  Mud  creek.  The  lakes  are  Canu- 
daigua,  Honeoye,  Caneadca,  and  Hemlock.  The  county  has  IS 
towns,  all  of  which,  not  otherwise  noted,  were  organized  in  1780. 
Pop.  48^1. 

Bbistol,  from  Albany  203  miles.  North  Bristol,  8  miles  8W. 
from  Canandaigua,  and  Bristol  Centre,  are  small  Tillages^    Pop.  1,SS1. 

Canadice,  taken  from  Richmond  in  1839 ;  from  Albany  216,  fina 
Canandaigua  SW.  34  miles.  Canadice  and  Coyken  Palls  Comen 
are  post-ofEcea.     Pop.  1,341. 


Southwest  view  of  the  central  part  of  Caxandaigiut. 


Canandaiqita  lies  principally  on  the  western  side  of  Canandaigua 
lake ;  it  has  a  fertile  soil,  and  its  surface  is  diversified  with  gentle 
undulations  and  fine  level  tracts.  Pop.  5,652.  Canandaigua  village, 
the  capital  of  Ontario  county,  is  situated  in  N.  laL  42°  48'  4l",  and 
3°  20'  W.  long,  from  New  York.  Distant  from  Albany  195  miles, 
from  Buffalo  88,  from  Rochester  28,  from  Utica  111,  from  Soduj 
Bay  on  Lake  Ontario  30,  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Palmyra  12,  and 
from  Washington  city  365  miles.  The  principal  part  of  the  village 
is  built  on  a  single  street  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  rising  bv  i 
gentle  ascent  from  the  lake.  The  annexed  engraving  shows  the  ip- 
pearance  of  the  central  part  of  the  village  as  seen  from  the  Genexe 
road,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  southwest  In  the  central  part  of  the 
street,  {north  and  south,)  is  an  open  square,  on  the  westetn  side  of 
which  are  seen  the  courthouse,  town-house  and  post-office.  Bk* 
Bom's  hotel  stands  on  the  opposite  side.  The  railroad  passes  a  few 
yards  westward  of  the  courthouse.  There  are  4  churches — 1  Pres- 
byterian, 1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Efuscopal — 2  banks,  2  prinl- 
ng  otiices,  a  state  arsenal  and  academy,  and  a  ienude  i 
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The  nmlenoes  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  tasteful  manner  in  which 
their  grounds  are  laid  out,  are,  it  is  believed,  not  exceeded  in  beautv 
■  any  villwe  in  this  country.  Many  of  their  mansions  are  large, 
■plendidly  fijmished,  surrounded  by  trees,  commodious  walks,  odor- 
iferous uirubberies,  beautiful  gardens  and  orchards  adorned  with 
flowers  and  fruits  of  various  unds,  giving  an  air  of  wealth  and  re- 
finement to  this  village  rarely  elsewhere  to  be  found.*  The  Ontario 
Female  Seminary,  founded  by  the  subscriptions  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  incorporated  in  I8S5,  is  an  institution  of  high  reputation.  The 
number  of  pupils  in  1839  was  174.  The  Canandaigua  academy  was 
fcmided  by  the  liberal  donations  of  Messrs.  Gornam  and  Phelpe. 
"  The  plan  of  this  school  embraces  a  thorough  and  extended  course  of 
Eoglian  and  mathematical  study,  instruction  in  the  Latin  and  Greek 
damcB,  to  an  advanced  standing  of  one  or  two  years  in  our  colleges, 
the  teaching  of  the  French  language,  and  a  department  for  the  edit- 
eation  of  common  school  teachers.  A  course  of  mathematical  study, 
as  extensive  and  as  practical  as  is  usually  pursued  in  our  colleges,  is 
taught  in  this  academy.  Surveying  and  civil  engineering  are  ably 
aiMinractically  taught" 


South  view  of  Canandaigua  academy. 

The  academy  building,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  representation, 
ia  130  feet  long;  it  has  3  schoolrooms,  2  recitation,  and  42  rooms 
£>r  students,  and  apartments  for  the  principal  and  his  family.  This 
institudon  has  been  selected  by  the  regents  of  the  university  as  one 
of  the  academies  for  the  education  of  school  teachers,  and  a  depart- 
ment for  this  purpose  has  been  organized.  The  course  adopted  will 
probably  require  three  years,  allowing  tlie  student  to  teach  school 
four  months  each  year.  The  annual  expenses  of  a  student,  for  board, 
tuition,  room  rent,  and  washing,  are  about  9100.  Many  pupils,  by 
adopting  an  economical  mode  of  board,  reduce  their  expenses  to  OdO 
■  year.     The  principal  of  the  institution  is  Henkt  Howe,  A.  M. 

In  the  summer  of  1788,  the  year  after  the  purchase  of  western 
New  York  by  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  Oliver  Phelps  left  Gran- 
▼iUe,  Mass.,  with  men  and  means  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  and 
■irveying  this  extensive  territory.    The  wudemess  was  penetrated 


1 


406  ONTARIO   COUITTT. 

as  far  as  Canandaigua,  about  130  miles  west  of  the  Gennaii  Flili, 
then  considered  on  the  frontiers  of  civilization.  By  the  assistance  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  the  missionary  amonff  the  Six  Nations,  and  t 
commissioner  on  behaJf  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Phelps  succeeded  ii 
collecting  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  those  tribes  whose  warlike  spirit 
still  rankled,  on  account  of  the  chastisement  inflicted  by  SuIUvan*i 
expedition.  This  conference  with  the  Indians  was  held  on  a  beauti- 
ful elevation  overlooking  Canandaigua  lake. 


"  Two  da^  had  passed  away  in  negotiation  with  the  Indiana  for  a  ceaaioii  of  their 
The  contract  was  Hupposed  to  be  nearly  completed,  when  Red  Jacket  mrose.  With  ikt 
grace  and  dignity  of  a  Roman  senator,  he  drew  his  blanket  around  him,  and  with  a  pierciqf 
eye  surveyed  the  multitude.  All  was  hushed.  Nothing  interposed  to  break  tlie  siknee, 
save  the  rustling  of  the  tree-tops,  under  whose  shade  they  were  gathered.  Afler  a  hM^ 
and  solemn,  but  not  unmeaning  pause,  he  conmienced  his  speech  in  a  low  voice  and  mm- 
tentious  style.  Rising  gradually  with  his  subject,  he  depicted  the  primitive  nmplicirf  ad 
happiness  of  his  nation,  and  the  wrongs  they  had  sustained  from  the  luurpatiofiB  of  dM 
white  man,  with  such  a  bold  but  faithful  pencil,  that  the  Indian  auditon  were  soon  iMMd 
to  vengeance  or  melted  into  tears. 

**  The  effect  was  inezpreasible.  But,  ere  the  emotions  of  admiratioa  and  eympatby  M 
•ubsided,  the  white  men  became  alarmed.  They  were  in  the  heart  of  an  Indian  oonnay, 
surrounded  by  more  than  ten  times  their  number,  who  were  inflamed  by  the  remeinbanee 
of  their  ii\juries,  and  excited  to  indignation  by  the  eloquence  of  a  favorite  chieC  AppaM 
and  terrified,  the  white  men  cast  a  cheerless  gaze  upon  the  hordes  around  them.  A  nod 
from  the  chiela  might  be  the  onset  of  destruction.  At  that  portentooa  momeiit,  Fannei^ 
Brother  interposed.  He  reptied  not  to  his  brother  chief;  but,  with  the  aagaeitj  truly  aba. 
riginal,  he  caused  a  cessation  of  the  council,  introduceid  good  cheer,  commeDded  ths  eki^ 
quence  of  Red  Jacket,  and,  before  the  meeting  had  reaasembledf  with  ihb  aid  of  otkr 
prudent  chiefi^  he  had  moderated  the  fiuy  of  his  nation  to  a  more  aalutaij  review  of  ths 
question  before  them." 

The  reassemblage  of  the  council  in  cooler  blood  was  foQowed  bj 
the  satisfactory  arran^ment  of  the  treaty,  whereby  the  Indian  title 
to  more  than  two  millions  of  acres  was  extinguished.  The  following 
account  of  facts  connected  with  the  operations  of  Phelps  and  Gorham, 
are  from  the  Rochester  Directory,  published  in  1827. 


"  After  the  treaty,  Mr.  Phelps  surveyed  the  land  into  tracts,  denominated  Rmngt$, 
ning  north  and  south,  and  subdivided  the  ranges  into  tracts  of  six  milee  square,  denonuDaied 
TbiofuAtM,  and  designated  each  by  numbers,  beginning  to  number  both  rangee  and  towa* 
ships  at  tlic  82d  mile-stone,  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the  tract,  [now  the  southeast  comer 
of  Steuben  county,]  numbering  the  townships  northwardly  to  the  lake  from  one  to  founeea, 
and  the  ranges  westwardly  from  one  to  seven.  Thus,  Bath  is  designated  as  townikip 
number  four,  in  the  third  range  ;  Canandaigua  as  township  number  ten,  in  the  third  raofe; 
Pittsford  as  number  twelve,  in  the  fifth  range ;  and  Brighton  as  number  thirteen,  in  ihi 
seventh  range  of  townships,  in  Gorham  and  Phelps*  purchase. 

**  As  the  Genesee  ri\'er  runs  about  twenty.four  degrees  east  of  north  below  Avon,  and 
Mr.  Phelps  continued  his  seventh  range  of  townships  to  the  lake,  the  fifth  range  was  left  is 
contain  but  twelve,  and  the  sixth  range  but  ten  townships ;  and,  in  order  to  square  the 
tract  lying  west  of  Genesee  river,  he  set  ofl*  two  townships  near  the  lake,  which  he  calM 
the  Short  Bange^  now  comprising  the  towns  of  Gates  and  Greece,  [and  part  of  Rochester^ 
and  the  present  towns  of  Caledonia,  Wheatland,  Chili,  Riga,  Ogden,  and  Parma,  being  dm 
four  townships,  he  called  the  first  range  of  townships  west  of  Genesee  Hner,  in  Gorhsai 
and  Phelps*  purchase. 

"  This  tract  formed  the  counties  of  Ontario  and  Steuben  for  many  yean,  until  lOl, 
when  Monroe  and  Livingston  counties  were  formed,  except  that  part  of  it  lying  west  of 
the  river,  which  was  annexed  to  the  county  of  Genesee  at  its  oiganisation  in  1808,  and  thi 
south  part  of  the  seventh  range  set  oft*  from  Steuben  to  Allegany. 

**  In  1789^  Oliver  Phelps  opened  a  land^ffice  in  Canandaigua — this  wss  the  fint  had. 
office  in  America  for  the  sale  of  her  foresulands  to  settlers ;  and  the  system  which  be 
adopted  for  the  survey  of  his  lands,  by  townohipo  and  r^mgoo  became  a  iMdal  far  Ike  wm^ 


^I» 


ONTAIIO   COUNTY.  407 


wr  of  —  fiylm  iH  te  new  Imdi  in  the  United  States;  and  the  method  of  naUng  hii 
»aiail  talm  to  aettlBn  bf  mtkht  hoe  abo  been  adopted  by  afl  the  odier  land-offieea  of  tnft. 
IfUaei  praprietonhtpa  that  have  fcUowed  alter  him. 

**  This  ArtkU  was  a  new  device,  of  American  origin,  unknown  in  the  Eogiirii  syslsa 
«f  eoBvejraneinf ;  gianting  the  pooMsrion,  but  not  the  fee  of  the  land ;  fecilitating  the  fr^ 
mmbC  chanigas  among  new  aetileis,  enabling  them  to  sell  oat  their  improrements  and  tran^ 


possesBoa  by  assignment,  and  secoring  the  rerenion  of  the  possesion  to  the 
proprietor  where  they  abandoned  the  premises.  His  Isnd .sales  were  sllodial ;  and  the  other' 
land-offices  following  Ins  example,  have  rendered  the  Genesee  fiurmen  all  fee-simple  lan^ 
kolden,  which  has  increased  the  Value  of  the  soil  and  the  enterprise  of  the  people. 

**  Oliver  Phelpe  may  be  considered  the  Ceervpt  of  the  Oenesee  country.    Its  inhabitants 
mn  a  mausoleum  to  his  memory,  in  gratitude  for  his  having  pioneered  for  them  the  wil. 
of  this  Curjuiv  of  the  West.** 


t 


Mr.  Maude,  who  travelled  through  this  part  of  the  country  in 
1800,  says :  ^  Canandaigua,  in  1792,  was  not  further  advanced  in  im- 
provement than  Geneva,  as  it  then  consisted  of  only  two  frame  houses, 
and  a  few  log  houses.    It  is  now  one  third  larger  than  Greneva,  con- 
'  taining  90  families,  and  is  the  county  town*    Canandaiyia  consists 
of  one  street ;  from  this  street  are  laid  off  sixty  lots,  thirty  on  each 
■     ade.    Each  lot  contains  forty  acres,  having  only  22  perches,  or  121 
|L    yurds  in  front ;  thirty  lots  consequently  extend  the  town  upwards  of 
\i    two  miles ;  but  the  extremities  of  the  present  town  are  not  more  than 
4i  mile  and  half  apart    These  lots  are  valued  in  their  unimproved 
/SMate  at  9600  or  #1,000  each. — ^The  principal  inhabitants  of  Canan* 
r    daigua  are,  Thomas  Morris,  Esq.,  Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Grorham,  (who 
r    are  the  mreatest  land-owners  in  Cfanandaigua  and  its  neighborhood,) 
and  Judge  Atwaten    I  was  introduced  also  to  Mr.  Greiff,  fiY)m  Mor- 
peth, in  E^and — a  gentleman  reading  law  with  Mr.  Morris." 

^  The  setUement  ofthis  town,"  (Canandaiffua,)  says  Mr.  Spaflford  in 
bis  Gazetteer,  ^commenced  in  1790,  and  in  1797  I  found  it  but 
feeble,  contending  with  innimierable  embarrassments  and  difficulties. 
The  spring  of  that  year  was  uncommonly  wet  and  cold.  Besides  a 
good  deal  of  sickness,  mud  knee-deep,  musquitoes  and  gnats  so  thick 
Uiat  you  could  hardly  breathe  without  swallowing  them,  rattle*snakes, 
and  the  ten  thousana  discouragements  ever}rwhere  incident  to  new 
settlements, — surrounded  by  these,  in  June  of  that  year  I  saw  with 
wonder  that  these  people,  all  Yankees  from  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, and  Vermont,  were  perfectly  undismayed,  '  looking  forward  in 
hope,  sure  and  steadfast'  Thev  talked  to  me  of  what  the  country 
would  be,  by  and  by,  as  it  were  history,  and  I  received  it  as  all/ofrfe. 
In  order  to  see  the  whole  power  of  the  county,  a  militia  muster  of 
all  the  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  I  waited  a  day  or  two  to  attend 
the  training.  Major  Wadsworth  was  the  commanding  officer,  and, 
iiududing  me  men  who  had  guns  and  those  who  had  noU  the  boys, 
women,  and  children,  it  was  supposed  that  near  200  persons  were 
collected.  This  training,  one  ot  the  first,  was  held  at  Capt  Pitts's, 
on  the  Honeoye,  and  lasted  all  day  and  all  night"    • 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  monuments  in  the  grave- 
yard in  this  place. 

"  GioaoM  Obamib,  died  Dee.  91, 1880,  tfod  SS  yeen.  Mr.  Granger  was  horn  at  SnC 
field,  Coapectient,  on  die  19lh  of  Jnlf,  1707.    Hsvaf  eoovleted  Ida  adocation  at  Yals 
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eoUege,  he  soon  appeared  at  the  bar,  where  he  flostained  a  high  charaetar.  He  e«ily 
gled  in  the  political  conflicts  of  his  country,  in  whose  service  he  was  engaged  until  a 
time  before  his  death.  His  native  state  will  long  remember  him  as  one  (k  the  eailiast  aai 
ablest  advocates  of  her  school  fund  system.  For  thirteen  years  he  presided  over  the  geneial 
post4>ffice  department,  with  zeal  and  usefulness.  Bold  in  design  and  ardent  in  executioB, 
true  to  his  friends  and  Uberal  to  his  adversaries,  warm  in  his  attachmenta  and  aociai  in  hia 
habits,  his  life  was  endeared  to  his  associates  and  valuable  to  mankind. 


'*  In  memory  of  Natbanisl  Gtorham,  who  died  Oct  31st,  1836,  aged  63  jeara." 


**  This  is  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Olivek  Phklps,  Esq.,  who  died  31st  af 
Feb.  1809,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.    He  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  in  the  Stals 
of  Connecticut,  and  at  the  age  of  7  years  he  removed  to  SufHeld.    And  at  the  age  of  9S 
years  ho  removed  from  thence  to  Granville,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  waa 
honored  with  many  important  trusts  under  the  government  of  that  conmionwealch.    At  ths 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  defence  of  his  coaB> 
try,  and  in  various  offices  and  relations,  remained  with  the  American  army  until  Grsat 
Britain  was  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  Independence  of  the  United  Statea.     On  the  IsC 
of  April,  1788,  the  deceased,  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Esq.,  imnhsamd 
of  the  Conmionwealth  of  Massachusetts,  its  preemptive  right  to  the  lands  now  comprised  in 
the  counties  of  Ontario,  Steuben,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Cattaraugus,  Chatauque,  and  AUegany. 
In  July  of  the  same  year  he  extinguished  the  Indian  title  in  that  part  of  it  comprehended  ii 
the  counties  of  Ontario  and  Steuben,  and  immediately  thereafter  opened  the  settlement  af 
the  country  which  haa  been  generally  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Gsnant  ooditet. 
In  March,  1803,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  this  place,  where  he  reaided  till  Ida  death. 
He  was  appointed  the  first  Judge  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  and  elected  a  imimaenlatiii  in 
congreas  for  the  district. — Enterprise,  Industry,  and  Temperance,  cannot  alwmys  eosan 
success,  bat  the  fruit  of  these  virtues  will  be  felt  by  society." 

East  Bloomfield  ;  from  Albany  203  miles.  East  Bloomfield,  9 
miles  NW.  from  Canandaigua,  has  about  35  dwellings.  BDpu  1,966. 
,  Farmington,  from  Albany  205,  from  Canandaigua  N.  8  mOes. 
This  town  is  inhabited  by  Friends,  noted,  like  all  that  sect,  for  their 
honesty,  industry,  and  neatness.  Pop.  2,122.  New  SaJem  12, 
Brownsville  14  miles  NW.  of  Canandaigua,  and  Farmington,  are 
small  vDlages. 

Gorham  ;  from  Albany  W.  189  miles.  Bethel,  10  miles  S£L  from 
Canandaigua,  has  about  40  dwellings.  Rushville,  10  miles  SE.  from 
Canandaigua,  partly  in  Yates  county,  has  about  70  dwellings.  Cen- 
tre Gorham,  is  the  name  of  a  post-office,  and  Swarts  Comers  a  small 
settlement.     Pop.  2,779. 

Hopewell,  taken  from  Gorham  in  1822 ;  W.  from  Albany  190 
miles.  Chapinsville,  on  the  outlet  of  Canandaigua  lake,  3  miles  NE., 
Hopewell  7  W,  of  Canandaigua,  and  Hopewell  Centre,  are  small 
villaees.     Pop.  1,976. 

AiANCHESTER,  Originally  named  Burt,  and  taken  from  Farmington 
in  1821 ;  from  Albany  201  miles.  Manchester,  7  miles  NE.  from 
Canandaigua,  has  about  45  dwellings.  Port  Gibson,  on  the  Erie 
canal,  12  miles  NE.  from  Canandaigua,  has  from  40  to  50  dwellings. 
Shortsville  6,  and  Coonsville  9  miles  NE.  from  Canandaigua,  are 
smaller  village^.     Pop.  2,912. 

Naples,  settled  in  1791,  and  originally  named  Middletown;  from 
Albany  211  miles.  Naples,  near  Uie  head  of  Canandaigua  lake,  on 
the  Bath  road,  22  miles  S W.  from  Canandaigua,  has  about  45  dwell- 
ings.   Pop.\2,345. 
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Pheln,  185  miles  W.  from  Albany,  is  one  of  the  best  wheat-Krow- 
inff  towns  in  the  state.  Pop.  5,563.  The  village  of  VieDna  is l>eaa- 
timlly  situated  at  the  junction  of  Flint  creek  and  the  outlet  of  CanaiH 
daigua  lake,  on  the  line  of  the  Aubum  and  Rochester  railroad,  6  milei 
S.  of  the  Erie  canal  and  14  from  Canandaigua.  It  is  the  principal 
produce  market  for  the  surrounding  country.  There  are  here  3 
Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Episcopal  church,  an  Episcopal 
Female  Seminary,  15  stores,  1  printing  office,  5  flouring  mills,  which 
manufacture  37,300  barrels  of  flour  annually,  3  grist-milb,  5  Haw-mUls, 
5  ]d  aster-mil  la,  1  clover-mill,  1  furnace,  and  many  other  manufacturing 
establishments.  Vienna  has  a  population  of  1,400.  In  the  vicinity 
are  inexhaustible  beds  of  gypsum,  water  and  quick  lime.  Phelps  and 
Orleans  are  small  settlements. 

Richmond,  originally  named  Pittstown ;  from  Albany  21 1  milei. 
Aliens  Hill,  14  miles  W.  from  Canandaigua,  West  Richmond,  Rich- 
mond Centre,  and  Pitts  Flats,  are  small  villages.     Pop.  1,937. 


NoriheaaUm  view  of  CftneBO. 


Seneca  has  an  undulatii^  surface  and  good  aoil.  Potn  Ifilt. 
The  village  of  Geneva  in  this  town,  one  of  the  most  beautinilly  situ- 
ated places  in  the  state,  was  founded  in  1 704,  by  Messrs.  Aunm  and 
Barton,  and  incorporated  in  IBIS.  Distant  from  Albany  179  miles, 
98  &om  Utica,  23  from  Auburn,  106  from  Bufiklo,  16  from  Canan- 
daigua, and  58  N.  of  Elmira.  The  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  con- 
nects Geneva  with  the  Erie  canal  at  Montezuma,  a  distance  of  30 
miles,  one  half  canal  and  one  half  slack-water  navigadon.  The  village 
is  situated  at  the  N  W.  comer  of  Seneca  lake,  on  the  aide  and  summit 
of  en  eminence  120  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  lake.  The  princi- 
pal street  runs  parallel  with  the  lake  shore ;  the  mansion  houses  on  the 
eastern  side  in  the  southern  part  of  the  village  have  terraced  gardeog 
reaching  down  to  the  lake.  Few,  if  any  places  in  this  country,  can 
be  selected,  which  present  more  attractions  for  penons  retiring  from 
biuinen,  who  wish  the  enjoyments  of  a  couotry  life,  combined  widi 
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the  advantages  of  social  intercourse.  The  village  contains  about 
480  dwelling,  1  Episcopal,  1  Presbyterian,  2  Methodist,  1  Baptist, 
1  Associate  Keformed,  1  Reformed  Dutch,  1  Catholic,  and  1  Umver- 
salist  church,  a  bank,  with  a  capital  of  9400,000,  and  2  newspaper 
printing  offices. 

The  Geneva  college,  in  this  place,  was  founded  by  the  inhabitants 
and  incorporated  in  1825,  having  a  president,  a  professor  of  mathe- 
matics and  natural  philosophy,  a  professor  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
languages  and  literature,  a  professor  of  statistics  and  civil  engineer- 
ing, a  professor  of  modem  languages,  history,  and  belle-letters,  a  profes- 
sor of  chemistry  and  mineralogy.  There  is  also  a  medical  depart- 
ment, having  four  professors.  "  This  college  was  one  of  tlie  first,  if 
not  the  very  first,  to  adopt  those  liberal  improvements  which  aflbrd 
the  advantages  of  a  scientific  and  literary  education  to  young  men, 
who,  from  the  want  of  time  or  inclination,  are  averse  to  entering  on 
the  study  of  the  classics,  and  who,  were  no  provision  made  to  meet 
the  exigency,  would  be  deprived^of  many  advantages  to  be  derived 
firom  collegiate  instruction.  The  college  buildings  are  situated  on 
the  summit  of  the  elevation  which  rises  irom  the  lake  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  Main-street,  a  site  rarely,  if  ever,  surpassed  for  beauty 
and  salubrity. 

The  following,  relative  to  the  early  history  of  Geneva,  is  firom 
Maude's  Travels  through  this  part  of  the  country  in  1800. 

**  Geneva  is  situate  at  the  northwest  extremity  of  Seneca  lake.  It  is  divided  into  Upper 
and  Lower  Town.  The  first  establishments  were  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  as  best  aitepied 
to  business ;  but  GapL  Williamson,  struck  with  the  peculiar  beauty  of  the  elevated  plain 
which  crowns  the  high  bank  of  the  lake,  and  the  many  advantages  which  it  possessed  si  t 
site  for  a  town,  began  here  to  lay  out  his  building.Iots  parallel  with  and  facing  the  lake. 
These  lots  are  three  quarters  of  an  acre  deep,  and  half  an  acre  in  front,  and  valued  (in 
1800)  at  $375  per  lot.  One  article  in  the  agreement  with  Capt.  Willianiffon  is,  that  no 
buildings  shall  be  erected  on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  that  the  view  of  the  lake  may  be 
kept  open.  Those  who  purchase  a  lot  have  also  the  option  of  purchasing  such  land  as  Isyv 
between  their  lot  and  the  lake — a  convenience  and  advantage  which  I  suppoi«  few  will 
forego — the  quantity  not  being  great,  and  consisting  principally  of  the  declivity  of  the  bank, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  is  not  so  steep  as  to  unfit  it  for  pasturage  or  gardens. 

**  To  give  encouragement  to  this  settlement,  Capt.  Williamson  built  a  very  large  ami 
handsome  hotel,  and  invited  an  Englishman  of  the  name  of  Powell  to  take  the  superintend, 
ence  of  it.  Capt.  Williamson  has  two  rooms  in  this  hotel  appropriated  to  himself;  and  as 
he  resides  here  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  he  takes  care  that  Powell  doea  justice  to  tbe 
establishment  and  to  his  guests.  From  this  cause  it  is,  that,  as  it  respects  proviaiooft 
liquors,  beds,  and  stabling,  there  are  few  inns  in  America  equal  to  the  hotel  at  Geneva. 
That  part  of  the  town  where  the  hotel  is  situated  is  intended  for  a  public  square.  At  Mile- 
point,  a  mile  south  of  the  hotel,  Capt.  Williamson  has  built  a  handsome  brick  bouse, 
intended  for  the  residence  of  his  brother,  who  had  an  intention  of  establishing  at  Geneva. 

**In  1792,  Geneva  did  not  contain  more  than  three  or  four  families ;  but  sach  is  tbe 
beauty,  salubrity,  and  convenience  of  the  situation,  that  it  now  consistn  of  at  least  sixty 
families,  and  is  rapidly  receiving  accessions  as  the  new  buildings  get  finished  far  their  re. 
ception.  There  were  at  this  time,  (1800,)  settled  at  Geneva,  Mr.  and  Mra.  Colt,  Measn. 
Johnstone,  Hallet,  Recs,  Bogart,  and  Beekraan ;  three  of  these  gentlemen  were  lawyeia. 
Here  were  also  two  doctont,  two  storekeepers,  a  blacksmith,  shoemaker,  tailor,  halter,  hair, 
dresser,  saddler,  brewer,  printer,  watchmaker,  and  cabinet^naker.  A  hat  made  entardy 
of  beaver  is  sold  here  for  $10. 

**  Geneva  is  supplied  with  water  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a  neighboring  spring,  and  alw 
by  wells.  From  the  lake,  the  town  is  plentifully  supplied  with  a  great  variety  of  excellent 
fish.  Seneca  lake  is  forty-four  miles  long,  and  from  four  to  six  miles  wide.  Its  greatest 
depth  is  not  known ;  the  water  is  very  clear  and  wholesome ;  tiie  boCMm  m  m$§d  wmi  gmel. 
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wVk  a  dew  aui^f  beadit  Kke  die  eeeehete,  and,  eoneeqneiitljr,  not  infiptted  with  mueqni. 
heee,  &c  Thii  nke  ii  niyigtted  by  a  sloop  of  forty  tons,  whkh  nme  as  a  packet,  and 
on  a  tnde  between  GeneTa  and  Catherinetown,  at  the  head  of  the  lake." 


South  Bristol  is  centraUy  distant  15  miles  SW.  from  Canandaigua. 
Bonth  Bristol  is  a  small  village.     Pop.  1,375. 

Victor,  taken  from  Bloomfield  in  1812 ;  from  Albany  203,  from 
Oanandaigua  NW.  11  miles.  Victor  and  East  Victor  are  small 
aUnffeB.    Pop.  2,393. 

.'  West  Bloomfibld  was  formed  in  1833;  from  Canandaiffua  W. 
|6  miles.  West  Bloomfield,  aa  the  outlet  of  the  HoneoveTake,  16 
JftuHen  W.  from  Canandaigua,  has  2  Presbyterian,  1  Methodust  church, 
iia  academy,  and  about  50  dwellings.  Pop.  2fi94.  North  Bloom- 
fidd  and  Bloomfield  Centre  are  post-oflices. 


ORANGE  COUNTY. 

OaAiraB,  an  original  county,  was  organized  in  168$ ;  since  modi- 
fied by  the  subtraction  of  Rockland  county  and  additions  firom  Ulster 
county.  Greatest  length  E.  and  W.  37 ;  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S. 
30  miles.  Centrally  mstant  NW.  from  I^w  York  65,  from  Albany 
SE.  85  miles.  On  the  east  it  is  bounded  b^  the  Hudson,  along 
whose  banks  are  some  of  the  highest  mountains  of  the  Highlands. 
B^  mountain  is  1,350  feet  in  nei^ht,  the  Crow's  Nest  1418,  and 
Butter  Hill  1,530  feet  above  tide.  The  county  is  exceedingly  fertile, 
and  agriculture  is  conducted  with  CTeat  skill.  Large  quantities  of 
sheep  and  cattle  are  raised.  Its  butter  is  celebrated.  The  New 
York  and  Erie  railroad  enters  the  SE.  portion  of  the  county  and 
passes  through  the  towns  of  Monroe,  Blooming  Grove,  Goshen,  Mi- 
nisink,  Wallkill,  Mount  Hope,  and  Deer  Park.  It  is  divided  into  14 
towns.     Pop.  50,733. 

Bloomino  Grove,  taken  finom  Cornwall  in  1799 ;  NW.  from  New 
York  55,  firom  Albany,  S.,  96  miles.  Salisbury,  9  miles  SW.  from 
NewbuTj?,  and  HE.  firom  Goshen,  has  about  40  dwellings.  Wash- 
ingtonviDe,  1 1  mUes  firom  Newburg,  has  about  45  dwellings.    Bloom- 

3g  Grove,  2  miles  SW.  of  Washingtonville,  CraigsviUe,  15  miles  fit>m 
ewburg,  and  Oxford,  16  fix)m  Newburg  and  8  firom  Goshen,  are 
small  settlements.    Pop.  2,396. 

CoBifWALL  was  organized  in  1788.  It  has  a  mountainous  and  nid- 
ged surjhce,  being  chiefly  within  the  limits  of  the  Highlands.  The 
noted  sunmiits  of  the  Crow's  Nest,  M18  feet,  and  Beeurs  mountain, 
IiS50  feet  in  height,  are  on  the  Hudson.  Pop.  3,919.  Canterbury, 
idMnit  5  miles  S  W.  of  Newbury,  is  a  village  containmg  about  1,000  in- 
habitants. Cornwall  is  a  smaU  village  on  the  Hudson,  4  miles  S.  of 
Newbure. 

West  Point,  the  site  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  is  8  miles  S, 
of  NefriNUi^,  51  firom  New  York,  and  94  firom  Albany. 


Norther*  vUm  of  Wett  Poimt, 


"  West  Point  it  r  spot  of  peculiar  interrat  It  has  been  hMUowed 
by  the  footsteps  of  a  Washington,  a  Kosciiuko,  and  a  La&yett« ;  it 
it  consecratea  by  a  nation  to  the  Spartan-like  training  of  a  few  de- 
voted sons  from  every  state  of  our  wide-spread  unioD :  nor  less  mr 
credly  secluded  by  nature  as  the  scene  of  retirement  and  study ;  it 
seems  alike  calculated  to  please  the  pensive  sage  and  the  aspiring 
youthful  soldier ;  while  even  female  loveliness  vouchsafes  to  pautt  its 
memories  in  lines  of  hope  and  brightness,  as  '  the  boait  of  a  gmry  kai- 
lowed  land^ 

'Bright  we  dM  momentt  Uok'd  with  (1>m, 

Bo*f  of  ■  ^orj  hoUowed  Und  i 
Hopa  of  Ihi  viliuit  uid  iha  fnv, 
HocM  of  thair  fouiblul  loldier  b«i^' 

«  The  view  of  West  Point  as  you  enter  the  Mountain  Gap,  after 
you  leave  Newhurg,  is  deliehtliil.  On  the  left  is  Coezens'  hotel ;  beymd 
It  are  the  academic  halls,  oarracks,  chapel,  Slc.,  appropriated  to  the 
cadets ;  and  on  the  right,  are  the  comfortable  dwellingB  occuiHed  by 
the  officers  of  the  academy.  On  the  left,  at  the  angle  of  the  plaii^ 
are  traces  of  Fort  Clmton ;  and  on  the  right,  towering  iar  above 
Camptown,  (the  suburb  occupied  by  soldien  and  citizens,)  stands  Foit 
Putnam,  on  mount  Independence,  venerable  in  its  ruins — '  stem  mono- 
ment  of  a  sterner  age,  which  survived  the  attempts  of  treaaon  and 
the  assaults  of  bravoy,  only  to  yield  its  hallowed  materials  to  the 
desecration  of  a  rapacious  owner.  Of  the  three  monoments  which 
now  meet  your  eye,  the  one  on  the  right  and  nearest  to  yon,  on  a 
proiecting  tongue  of  land  bordered  wim  thick  groves,  is  the  Cadet's 
Monument,  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  officers  and 
cadets  of  the  academy.  It  cost  912,000.  The  centre  (Mte,  near  the 
flag-sta^  is  a  cenotafji,  erected  by  Gen.  Brown  to  the  woaorj  of 
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Colonel  Eleazer  D.  Wood»  an  early  and  distinguished  graduate  of  the 
academy,  who  fell  at  the  sortie  of  Fort  Ene,  in  1814.  And  the 
monument  on  the  left,  over  the  levelled  redoubt  or  citadel  of  Fort 
Clinton,  is  sacred  to  Kosciusko.'' 

The  military  academy  was  established  by  act  of  congress,  in  1802. 
It  was  not  however  until  1812,  that  it  was  placed  on  an  efficient 
Imsis,  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country.  The  number 
of  applicants  for  cadet  appointments  is  very  great.  In  selecting 
these,  the  descendants  ol  revolutionary  officers  are  considered  as 
hflfving  peculiar  claims  to  notice.  The  ratio  of  appointments  is  about 
three  for  each  congressional  district  in  four  years,  and  on  an  average 
oiily  about  one  third  of  those  who  enter  graduate.  The  age  of  ad- 
mission  is  timited  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  years ;  and  the  acquire* 
ments  necessary  are  an  acquaintance  with  reading,  writing,  and 
tite  elementary  principles  of  arithmetic.  There  are  generallv  here 
'  ^imd  S50  cadets  who  are  instructed  by  no  less  than  84  gentlemeii» 
tfaemsehres  graduates  of  the  institution. 

**  The  months  of  July  and  Ai^ust  in  each  year  are  devoted  solely 
to  military  exercises ;  for  which  purpose  the  cadets  leave  the  bur- 
racks  and  encamp  in  tents  on  the  plain,  under  the  regular  police  and 
discifrfine  of  an  army  in  time  of  war.  For  this  purpose,  the  cadets 
are  organized  in  a  battalion  of  four  companies,  under  the  command 
of  the  chief  instructor  of  tactics  and  his  assistants.  The  corporals 
are  chosen  from  the  third  class,  or  cadets  who  have  been  present  one 
year ;  the  sergeants  from  the  second  class,  who  have  been  present 
two  years ;  and  the  commissioned  officers,  or  captains,  lieutenants, 
dec,  are  selected  from  the  first  class,  or  highest  at  the  academy.  All 
the  other  cadets  fill  the  ranks  as  private  soldiers,  though  necessarily 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  officers.  In  rotation  they  have  to  per- 
form the  duty  of  sentinels,  at  all  times,  day  or  nieht,  storm  or  sun- 
shine, in  camp,  and  evenings  and  meal-times,  in  barracks.  Cadets 
who  have  be^  present  two  encampments,  are  allowed,  if  their  con- 
duct has  been  correct,  to  be  absent  the  third,  on  furlough.  The 
drills  or  military  exercises,  consist  in  the  use  of  the  musket,  rifle,  can- 
non, mortar,  howitzer,  sabre,  and  rapier,  or  broad  and  small  sword ; 
fencing,  firinff  at  targets,  &c.,  evolutions  of  troops,  including  those  of 
the  line ;  and  the  preparation  and  preservation  of  all  kinds  of  ammu- 
nition and  materials  n>r  war.  The  personal  appearance  of  the  corps 
of  cadets  cannot  fail  to  attract  admiration ;  especially  on  parade  or 
reiKew.  The  uniform  is  a  gray  coatee,  with  gray  pantaloons  in 
winter,  and  white  linen  in  summer.  The  dress  cap  is  black,  with 
dark  pompoon.  The  splendid  band  of  music,  which,  under  Willis, 
made  nill  and  valley  ring  with  notes  of  *  linked  harmony  lon^  drawn 
out,'  though  chsjiged,  still  pleases ;  and  under  its  new  leader,  pro- 
mises soon  to  deserve  its  former  renown,  as  the  best  in  our  country. 

**  The  cadets  return  firom  camp  to  barracks  on  the  last  of  August^ 
and  the  remaining  ten  months  of  the  academic  year  are  devoted  tt> 
their  arduous  studies.  The  ceremony  of  striking  the  tents  and  march- 
ing oat  of  camp  is  so  impoaingt  as  to  be  well  worth  an  effi>rt  of  the 
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visiter  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  On  the  preTious  eveninfli  Hm 
camp  is  brilliantly  illuminated ;  and  being  enlivened  with  mumc,  daDO* 
ing,  and  bevies  of  beautiful  sti*angers,  presents  quite  a  fairy  Bceoe. 

*'  For  the  sake  of  more  full  instruction,  each  class  is  divided  into 
several  sections,  each  having  a  separate  instructor.  Thus  each  cadet 
is  called  upon,  at  almost  every  recitation,  to  explain  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  lesson ;  for  the  moniing  recitations  generally  occupy 
two  hours  each.  The  written  or  delineated  demonstrations,  are  ei- 
plained  on  a  black-board  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  section. 

"  The  studies  of  the  first  year  are  algebra,  geometry,  descriptive 
geometry,  trigonometry,  and  the  French  langua^.  All  the  mathe- 
matical studies  are  practically  taught  and  applied  to  numerous  pro- 
blems not  in  tlie  books ;  on  the  resolution  ot  which  greatly  depends 
the  reputation  and  standing  of  each  rival  candidate  for  pre-eminence. 
The  studies  of  the  second  year,  are  the  theory  of  shades,  shadows, 
and  perspective,  practically  illustrated ;  analytic  geometryi  with  its 
application  to  conic  sections ;  the  integral  and  differential  calculus, or 
science  of  fluxions ;  surveying  and  mensuration ;  the  French  lan- 
guage, and  the  elements  of  drawing,  rhetoric,  grammar,  geofi;raphy, 
and  topography  with  the  pen.  This  completes  the  course  oiroathe- 
matics,  and  also  of  French,  which  the  cadets  learn  to  translate  fireely 
as  a  key  to  miUtary  science,  but  which  few  of  them  speak  fluently. 

'*  The  tliird  year  is  devoted  to  a  course  of  natural  philosophy^  in- 
cluding mechanics,  optics,  electricity,  magnetism,  and  astronomy ; 
together  with  chemistry,  and  sketching  landscapes  with  the  pencil 

'*  The  fourth  and  last  year  is  appropriated  to  the  study  of  artillery 
and  infantry  tactics ;  the  science  of  war,  and  fortification,  or  military 
engineering ;  a  complete  course  of  civil  engineering,  embracing  the 
construction  of  roads  and  bridges,  railroads  and  canals,  with  the  im- 
provement of  rivers  and  harbors,  &c.  &. ;  a  course  of  mineralo^, 
geology,  and  military  pyrotechny ;  together  with  moral  philosophy, 
and  national  and  constitutional  law. 

'*  To  test  the  progress  of  the  cadets  in  these  studies,  semi-annoal 
examinations  are  held,  commencing  on  the  first  Mondays  of  January 
and  June ;  at  the  latter  of  which  a  ooard  of  visiters,  appointed  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  is  present,  to  make  a  critical  oflicial  report  of  the 
state  of  the  academy.  The  examination  of  all  the  classes  usually 
occupies  about  a  fortnight,  and  is  very  severe ;  but  still  is  not  con- 
sidered the  full  test  of  individual  proficiency.  Each  instructor  makes 
a  weekly  class  report,  on  which  is  recorded  the  daily  performance 
of  each  cadet ;  those  who  excel  being  credited  3,  and  those  who  fail 
entirely  marked  0.  These  marks  are  accessible  to  the  cadets  firom 
week  to  week,  and  stimulate  their  exertions :  finally,  they  are  summed 
up  at  the  end  of  the  term,  and  laid  before  the  academic  staff*  and 
visiters ;  so  that  the  standing  of  each  cadet  is  influenced  not  only  by 
his  examination,  but  by  all  his  previous  recitations*  A  certain  pre- 
scriptive proficiency  being  required  of  the  cadets  in  each  branch, 
those  who  fall  below  this  limit  are  necessarily  discharged  from  Uie 
service.    Averaging  the  last  ten  years,  where  a  clliss  of  one  hundred 
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teten  the  academy,  it  is  reduced  to  about  seventy  at  the  end  of  six 
iHioDtfafl,  sixty  at  the  end  of  one  year,  fifty  at  the  end  of  two  year% 
wad  forty  at  the  end  of  three  years ;  not  more  than  about  thlrty-fiva 
graduating. 

"  There  Is  a  genera]  nierit>roll  of  every  class,  made  out  at  the  end 
of  each  acadenuc  year ;  the  merit  of  each  cadet  being  expressed  by 
ft  number  denoting  his  proficiency  or  acquirements.  But  the  fin^ 
standing  of  each  cadet,  on  which  depends  his  rank  in  the  army,  is 
determined  by  the  sum  of  his  merit  in  all  the  different  branches ;  and 
this  depends  not  only  on  his  actual  proficiency  in  any  branch,  but  also 
on  its  relative  importance.  This  latter  is  thus  estimated  at  present  by 
the  academic  staff,  viz :  Conduct  300  ;  engineering  300 ;  mathematics 
WO;  natural  philosophy  300;  chemistry  and  mineralogy  200 ;  rheto* 
ric,  ethics,  and  law  200 ;  infantry  tactics  200 ;  artillery  100 ;  French 
100 ;  and  drawing  100.  Hence  the  individual  wtio  should  excel  in  all 
the  branches,  would  be  credited  with  2,100  on  the  final  merit-roll ;  but 
no  more  than  three  or  four  such  instances  have  ever  occurred  st  the 
academy.  The  cadet  in  each  class  having  the  greatest  sum  of  merit 
is  placed  first  on  the  roll,  and  so  onward ;  and  ne  who  is  defident  in 
only  one  single  branch  is  discharged,  or  else  turned  back  another  year 
to  receive  a  second  probatioD." — Hunft  Lettttri  about  tMe  Hudson. 

The  graduates  oi  the  military  academy  are  entitled  by  law  to  a 
preference  over  other  applicants  for  oommissions  in  the  army.  On 
graduating  they  receive  the  commissions  of  brevet,  second  lieuten- 
ants, and  are  subsequently  promoted  cm  the  occurrence  of  vacancies. 

On  ihe  lirerbank  ai  ibe  point 
wbera  the  Hudion  nuns  miL 
dsnlr  ID  tba  nutb,  about  30 
nxk  ml  of  Coiien>>  bolat, 
(teen  in  thi  dnwing,)  itandi 
UM  monniDenl  of  Koteiuiko. 
Ii  wM  completed  in  1899,  by 
tba  cotpa  of  cadata,  at  an  ex. 
penae  of  about  (5,000.  In 
Ihn  TieinitjF  of  dM  monuDHUit  in 
Koacioako'a  giidsn,  "  wtulbar 
tba  Poliah  obielUin  wai  accua. 
Mnad  to  redra  for  atudy  and 
refleetian.  Haika  of  cnltiTatiiia 
are  psreeptibla  in  dw  diqioaitiaii 
of  the  wnlka  and  tr««a,  and  tiM 
baaniifid  Bechnioa  of  ibeqwladll 
ioTJie  to  ihoo^  and  rapoM." 
**  Tkwhdi  Eueuiuuu,  an  oQoar  in  the  American  tvroInlicRiair  war,  wu  bora  in  li- 
Anacaa,  in  17S6,  gf  an  andant  and  noble  bnnlr,  and  adaealed  at  ike  mililarr  achool  a( 
Waimw.  He  ■Aenraid  audiad  in  fHnca.  He  oame  to  AnwriM,  neonuneDded  by 
FnnUM  U  Vrtatiagioa,  by  wham  he  waa  ■ppointed  an  aid.  Ha  wa*  ako  appointed  •■ 
Wigiaair  with  the  rank  ef  cabMielt  in  Oct,  1778.  Be  fonifiad  the  camp  of  Gen.  Otiea  in 
ha  eaiapaigi  actliM  ButpirM,  Md  wm  afteiwud  aent  to  W««  Point,  to  ecMit  the  wariw 
ibm.  Ha  WM  luUr  eMeMMd  both  bjr  ABerieta  ud  n«odi  eflcen.  He  waa  admitted 
•  OMnbar  of  the  Cuonaati,  and  nodwd  the  dMok*  of  eaapeM  fcr  hie  aenicaa.  At  ihs 
sIbb*  ef  the  reielutiouair  wk,  be  MOmaed  te  Ua  aativ*  eavnnr,  and  waa  made  major^^ 
aatal  nndec  PoniatovAL  Ha  ibqshl  Mvetal  batllaa  wiA  pwt  hrareiT,  but  all  bii  afiwH 
vara  deatroyed  br  the  mieeiable  coodDot  of  dw  PofiA  dial.  In  the  mondi  of  April,  1794, 
m  ilii  liimimt  inT  if  ■  iii  i  liiiiiiii.  hi  irpt  m^a  lenamliniiM,  with  tba  power  of  n 
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dittatoT.    Be  mtniged  wiih  gnu  iddren  and  bnTuy,  onii]  tha  lOth  ef  OctahM,  vha 
being  OTeTpowered  uid  woiuid«i,  he  wu  made  priMner,  ami  cwried   u  Sl  PmioAh     ' 
Ke  wai  kepi  in  confiaemenl  until  ibe  death  of  Catberine,  wbcn  be  waa  nliBvad  by  hat 
loadsd  wiib  facmore,  and  aSemi  emploj'menl  in  ihe  Rnwu  ■emcc,  wbicb  ba  iliii  IJaail     t     ', 
m  nid  that  when  the  emperor  pregeDied  him  with  faia  own  ■word,  Kannako  laid  Ub,'!     ' 
no  longer  need  •  Hword — I  bxn  do  longer  a  count!;.'     In  1T97,  ha  Tinted  iba  OaM 
StatM,  and  received  a  grsnl  (him  congren  for  hii  lerTice*.     In  the  latter  put  of  bbbfeb 
Rtirod  to  iiwilierland,  wbere  be  died  in  Oct.  16,  1817.     Hia  mnaina  wore  taken  wCb. 
Mw.  and  a  public  funeral  made  for  him  at  Wanaw,  when  altogat  dinne  hooofi  warn  fill 
him." — EBcfctoftdia  AiMtrieana. 


Ancient  view  of  West  Point. 

(The  KboTp  view  of  WeM  P<anl  aa  it  appeared  daring  the  rerolnl 
in  Uie  New  York  Magazine,  pnbUi-hed  in  ll90.     fipJaiatmi.     A,  I 

eael  lade  of  Ihe  river.     B,  A  chain,  4S0  vants  in  length,  reaching  ae. _. 

Clinton,  Ibe  piincipil  fori,  and  intended  for  the  defence  ofibe  nrer  againil  an;  naval  Ime.) 

"  After  tho  eaptore  of  forta  Wwhiogtoa  and  Lee,  duiing  the  lerolntion,  tho  Bnaii  » 
ccnded  ihe  rivet  freely  in  their  armed  diipa,  But  in  Ihe  execution  of  WaahingUn'a  doiga 
of  abutting  up  the  enemy  in  New  Yoik,  by  the  aviaianca  of  the  Fraiteb  naval  andmiKBiT 
forces,  il  became  necenacr  lo  eiciude  him  from  Ihe  Hudaon.  Bkilfiil  anginecn  lenl  <■! 
by  the  French  monarch,  lelecled  West  Point  aa  the  moat  adTantageona  poailion  fbi  MM- 
manding  Ihe  riTOr.  The  hill,  compoaed  of  huge  craga  and  btocka  of  atoaie,  iantaalitalr 
heaped  by  nature,  pmtrudea  to  the  middle  of  the  river,  impelling  ita  waloa  to  tb*  ofV"*" 
bank,  and  narrowing  the  chumel  to  Ibh  than  half  a  mile  in  width. 

"  'Ilie  cliff  aclected  fur  the  fortma,  rean  againat  a  lofty  ridge  broken  into  ■mD  Wk 
nencHi,  that  form  a  apecica  of  amphiiheaiie,  washed  below  by  the  river.  It  riva  in  Wna- 
ci^  the  fint  of  whichla  very  narrow,  and  nearly  level  widi  the  river;  the  aacnid,  apfntfi- 
■hie  by  a  alcrp  anent  of  BO  or  90  feel,  and  Ihe  third,  rinng  188  feet  above  tlu  wMH, 
spread!  mio  a  plateau  of  mors  than  a  mile  in  circumference,  on  which  the  principal  wnii 
were  conalrvc  led  ;  the  chief  of  which,  was  Fori  Clinton.  TbedecUvity  ia  eiee«dinglya»>r 
nearly  all  around,  and  the  only  fide  on  which  the  enceinte  waa  acceaBbla,  wn  <^iiif 
paliiadod.  and  defended  by  batteries.  An  escalade,  the  aole  inode  of  caiTTiog  lb>  wafk), 
waa  nibjeclcd  to  extreme  baiaid.  There  were  several  redoubti  upon  the  emiiwiicea,  wbicb 
commanded  Fort  Clinton,  of  which  Fort  Putnam  was  the  man  importauL  Tbeae  eovend 
each  other,  and  the  garrieon  and  ammunition  siorea  were  under  bomb  ivoof  <  ae<  im  bM 
The  works  partly  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  partly  consiracWd  of  enotmoua  tranka  of  Mm, 
lelled  on  the  spot,  communicating  by  defiles,  formed  a  gnmp  of  arnn^ihalda,  conneetad  if 
•  common  ayatern  of  defence.    The  upper  forl>  were  seen     '  '  ... 

nan  of  the  ground,  thick  wooda,  and  numerous  abmti;  * 
'•"y  impraclicable,  whilst  they  gave  fiill  prolecti 


gnmp  of  BTnn^ihalda,  conneetad  if 
cciired  from  aaaoll  by  ifaa  tugga^ 
t,  which  made  tbe  miapart  o^hi^ 
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**  But,  aoodier  work  bendM  tfaete  impregnmlila  foitificmdoni,  wu  neeeMuy  to  the  eoni.  . 
mukd  of  the  river.  Conatitutioa  Island  dividea  the  bed  of  the  Hudson  unequally,  at  the 
bend  round  the  Point ;  the  western  branch  being  a  manhy  shallow.  The  island,  a  mass 
of  rock,  was  de^pnded  by  batteries  on  a  level  with  the  water,  and  the  glacis  formed  in  the 
lock,  bade  defiance  to  trenches.  A  heavy  chain  cramped  into  the  rocluB  at  either  end,  sup. 
ported  by  buoys,  stretched  across  the  angle  made  by  the  river,  and  formed  an  effectual  bar. 

'*  The  great  object  of  the  works  on  both  sides,  Mras  to  protect  this  chain.  Twenty  pieces 
0f  heavy  ordnance,  discharging  grape,  menaced  those  who  should  attempt  to  cut  a  link,  and 
would  have  inevitably  sunk  their  boats.  If  a  vessel,  iron  beaked,  impelled  by  wind  and 
tide,  should  attempt  it,  the  chain  moving  on  a  roller  would  grow  slack,  and  the  shock  thus 
broken,  would  be  sgain  strained  to  its  due  tension,  and  the  vessel  turned  aside,  must  be 
stranded  on  one  or  the  other  shore,  and  remain  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  which 
might  be  poured  upon  all  points  of  the  Strait.  These  forts,  provided  with  necessary  muni. 
tions,  were  defended  by  four  thousand  men.  They  had  been  built  in  the  coutbo  of  a  single 
yev ,  almost  without  cost ;  the  soldiers  who  labored  at  them  received  no  pay,  and  the 
Fkaach  engineers  superintending,  in  the  minutest  detail,  the  execution  of  thoir  own  plana, 
had  no  eniolument  whatever.  This  post  was  much  desired  by  the  British  commanders, 
and  iii  amrender  waa  to  have  been  the  first  (hut  of  Arnold's  treason.** — Oordon^M  GaxttUtr. 

Crawpoki),  taken  from  Montgomery  in  1828 ;  from  Albany  92 
miles.  Crawford,  14  N.,  Hopewell  11,  BuIIville  9,  and  Searsburg  11 
miles  from  Goshen,  aro  small  settlements.  Pop.  2,075. 
%  Debmpaxk,  taken  from  Mamakating  in  1798 ;  from  New  York, 
NW.,  77,  from  Albany,  SW.,  110  miles.  Pop.  1,607.  The  settle- 
ments here,  are  among  the  oldest  of  the  county,  and  were  made  by 
the  Huguenots  from  Holland,  among  whom  were  the  ancestors  of  the 
De  Witts  <jmd  other  distinguished  families.  Cuddebackville,  25  miles 
NW.  from  Gk>8hcn,  is  an  ajgricultural  settlement  extending  from  3  to 
4  miles,  and  has  a  post-omce,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  are  20  or  30 
dwellings.  Port  Jarvis,  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  24  miles 
W.  from  Goshen,  has  within  the  compass  of  a  square  mile  about  60 
dwellings.     Honesville  is  a  small  settlement 

Goshen  was  organized  in  1788.  It  has  a  hilly  surface  on  the  E. ; 
in  the  western  part  it  is  flat  and  marshy.  A  large  portion  of  the 
*•  drowned  lands"  on  the  Wallkill  creek  are  in  this  town.  The  soil 
is  liichly  productive  in  grass :  much  butter  is  made  here,  which  is 
widely  celebrated  for  its  superior  quality.  The  town  was  first  set- 
tled in  1703,  and  then  embraced  all  the  county  SE.  of  the  Wallkill, 
now  included  in  the  towns  of  Minisink,  Warwick,  part  of  Wallkill, 
Blooming  Grove,  and  part  of  Cornwall.  Pop.  3,889.  Chester,  on 
the  road  from  Gk)shen  to  New  York,  is  a  considerable  village  about 
4  miles  SE.  from  (^oshen ;  it  is  divided  into  two  sections  known  as 
E.  and  W.  Chester.  Goshen,  the  half-shire  village  of  Orange  county, 
was  founded  in  1722,  and  incorporated  in  1809 ;  the  first  court  was 
bolden  in  1727.  It  is  20  miles  W.  from  Newburg,  60  from  New  York, 
and  100  S.  from  Albany.  It  contains  a  bank,  2  newspaper  printing 
offices,  2  academies  (1  for  males  and  1  for  females,)  and  alx)ut  60  or  70 
dwellings.  In  the  annexed  engraving,  the  old  stone  courthouse, 
which  was  built  about  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
is  seen  on  the  lefl :  about  the  time  of  its  erection  the  king's  arms  were 
affixed  over  the  door,  but  the  revolutionary  excitement  was  so  great 
«t  this  place  that  these  royal  emblems  were  destroyed  the  first  night 
after  they  were  set  up.    The  Episcopal  church  and  the  female  aca- 
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V  demy  are  seen  on  the  niit.     The  PresbTteriui  cbardi  is  i 
the  central  part  of  the  engraving. 


Western  vieio  of  the  public  buildings  at  Goshen, 


The  following  inscriptions  are  co[Ned  from  monuments  standing  it 
the  enclosed  ground  near  the  Presbyterian  church. 
"Eracted  by  the  inhabituits  orOiBnge  counlr,  32d  Julf,  1833.  'Sacred  to  Iha  BMMT 


Ruger  Towiuend, 
Saniuel  Knipp, 
Jamea  Knapp, 
Benjunin  BeiUWI, 
William  Barker, 
Joniihin  Picice, 
Junea  Ltlilc, 
Jneeph  Norris, 
Gilbert  Vail, 
Abm.  Shepherd, 
Juet  Derkf  r, 
Nathan  Wade, 


Dand  Barney, 
Jonaihan  HadieU 
Abm.  WiUiama, 
Jaraes  Masher, 
laaac  Wan), 
Baltm  Nierpoo, 
Galmatie]  Bailer. 
Ma«B  Thotnaa, 

Adam  Embler, 
Samuel  Linle, 
BeQjamin  Diumijif , 
Daniel  Reed. 


of44urthelrfel]i 

Bcitj.  Tiuten,  Col. 
Bezaleet  Tyler,  Capl. 

John  yttte,  " 

Juhn  IXmcan,      " 
Beqjainin  Vail,     " 
John  Wood,    LieuL 
Nadiantel  Finch,  Adj. 
Ephm.  Maaiin,  Ena. 
Ephm.  Middaugfa,  Ena. 
Gabriel  Wianer,  Eeq. 
Stephen  Meul, 
Matha.  Terwillif^r, 
Joahua  Luck  wood, 
Ephtaitn  Forgenon, 

"  Ilere  lie  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  John  Biadner,  a  native  of  Scotland,  the  fint  paMr 
ofthel'rrabylerian  church  in  Goahen.  Seltled  A.  D.  1791  and  died  1739;  abo  of  Rev. 
Naihati  Ker,  hia  aueceaaor,  who  pmcbed  Ihe  gospel  in  thia  place  for  38  jrean.  Died  Dm 
14,  IIVI4,  aged  69  yean.  Atao  of  hia  •uccenor.  Rev.  Em  Flak,  DD.,  who  wu  bom  Jh. 
10,  1TB5,  at  Sharbum,  Man.  Settled  aa  paalor  of  the  Goahen  church,  Aug.  13,  1811; 
died  Dec.  5,  1833,  aged  49  roan. 

Hamptonbl'rc,  taken  from  Goshen,  Blooming  Grove,  New  Windsor* 
Montgomery,  and  Wallkiil,  in  1830;  from  Albany,  S.,  94,  fnm 
Goshen  centrally  distant  NE.  6  miles.  Hamptonburg,  Horace,  and 
Little  Britain,  arc  post-offices.  The  name  of  Little  Britain  is  riven 
to  a  district  of  about  4  miles  square,  in  Hamptonburg  and  New 
Windsor,  settled  in  17212  by  Col.  Charles  Clinton,  (the  progenitor  fA 
the  distinguished  family  of  Clinton,)  and  his  associate  emigraoti 
from  Ireland.     Pop.  1,379. 


> 


**  GioMB  Cuaioir,  dw 
youngest  mm  of  CoL  ChuiM 
Clinum,  wu  bom  in  Orango 
oonntjr,  July  15,  1739.  ffii 
education  was  ■upeiinteoded 
by  hie  father,  a  gentleman  of 
a  highly  oultiTated  mind,  m- 
eifted  by  a  minister  of  the 
goipel,  named  Daniel  Thiin, 
who  had  been  educated  at  the 
univernty  of  Aberdeen.  He 
evinced  at  an  early  age  that 
spirit  of  actiTity  and  enter, 
prise  which  mailed  his  afi^ 
JhB  ■^■ift  ^  attrg4  Cimt0m*»  aigutimn,  y^^    Dnring  what  was  called 


r,  he  left  his  Other's  house  and  entered  on  board  of  a  priTfteer,  which  sailed 

rit  of  New  York ;  and  after  encountering  great  hardships  and  perils,  returned 
immediately  accepted  a  lieutenancy  in  a  company  commanded  by  his  brother 
He  wss  present  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Frontenac,  now  Kingston,  where  the  com. 
vUefa  he  belonged  behaYed  with  great  gallanoy.  After  the  usual  time  of  study  he 
Itled  to  the  bar,  and  practised  wim  much  sncceas  in  his  native  eoonty,  until  his 
to  the  colonial  assembly,  where  he  became  the  head  of  the  whig  party,  or  minority, 
■mly  opposed  the  arbitrary  course  of  the  goTemment.  He  was  chosen,  April  99d, 
(■legale  to  die  continental  congress;  and  in  1776,  he  wss  also  appointed  brigadier 
€  ulster  county,  and  some  time  after,  a  brigadier  in  the  anny  of  the  United  Suites. 
!St  election  under  the  constitution  of  the  state,  which  was  adopted  April  SO,  1777, 
hoeen  both  goremor  and  lieutenant-governor.  Having  accepted  the  former  office, 
was  filled  by  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt.  He  continued  in  the  diief  magistracy  of  the 
log  six  terms,  or  18  years,  when  he  declined  a  reflection.  In  consequence  <^  the 
nber  of  tories  who  resided  in  the  state  of  New  Yoork,  and  its  distracted  condition, 
ion  of  Governor  Clinton  was  more  arduous  and  important  than  any  other  in  the 
Lve  that  of  the  commander.in.chief.  He,  however,  behaved  with  the  greatest  en- 
ooly  as  chief  magistrate,  but  as  an  actual  head  of  the  militia ;  and  for  a  long  time 
he  attacks  of  the  whole  British  army,  commanded  by  Sir  Henry  Glintoo.  By  a 
exertion  of  authority,  in  the  impressment  of  flour  on  an  important  occasioD,  he  pre- 
e  army  from  dissolution.  His  conduct  at  the  storming  of  the  forts  Montgomery 
on,  in  October,  1777,  was  particularly  praiseworthy.  He  wss  greatly  inatrumen. 
ahing  the  insurrection  under  Shays,  which  took  place  in  Maasachusetts,  in  1787. 
tmor  Clinton  was  unanimously  chosen  preaident  of  the  convention  which  aaaem. 
onghkeepsie  June  17,  1788,  to  deliberate  on  the  new  federal  constimtion.  After 
I  five  years  in  private  life,  he  was  elected  s  member  of  the  state  legislsture,  at  a 
B  the  country  was  in  an  agitated  and  critical  condition,  and  it  is  affirmed  that  his 
was  the  principal  cause  of  the  great  political  revolution  which  took  place  in  1801. 
eiiod  he  was  also  induced  again  to  accept  the  atation  of  governor,  and  after  con- 
a  that  capacity  for  three  years,  he  was  elevated  to  the  vice-presidency  of  the  U. 
dignity  which  he  continued  until  his  demise  at  Washington,  April  SO,  181S.  He 
}ameiia  Tappan,  of  Kingston,  Ulster  county,  by  wIumu  he  had  one  son  and  five 
I. 

following  anecdotea  are  related  of  his  energy  and  decision :— At  the  conclusion  of 
Btionary  war,  when  violence  against  the  tories  wss  the  order  of  the  day,  a  Britiah 
m  placed  on  a  cart  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  tarred  and  feathered.  This 
aginl  of  violence  and  aasassination.  Grovemor  Clinton,  at  thia  moment,  rushed  in 
te  mob  with  s  drawn  sword,  and  rescued  the  victim  at  die  risk  of  his  hfe.*  *  Some 
Vt  a  ftirious  assemblage  of  people  collected,  called  the  doctanf  mob,  and  raged 
If ew  York,  widi  the  intention  of  killing  the  citisens  of  that  city,  and  pulling  down 
•ea,  on  account  of  their  having  dug  up  bodies  for  dissection.  The  violence  of  this 
nidated  the  local  msgistrates.  Glovemor  Clinton  fortunately  appeared  in  person, 
i  the  militia,  and  restored  peace  to  the  city.*  He  discharged  the  fimctions  of  vice. 
with  great  dignity.  It  waa  by  his  casting  vote  wUle  in  that  station,  that  the  to- 
dw  bimk  charter  waa  negatived.  In  private  life,  he  waa  kind  and  amiable,  and 
Us  fiiendahips ;  ss  a  pubUc  man,  he  is  entided  to  respectftil  remembrance." 

Biiik  was  organized  in  1788.  It  has  a  hilly  surface  on  the  W. ; 
E.  it  is  bounded  by  the  WalQdll,  on  the  borders  of  which  ara 
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the  ^  drowned  lands."  It  is  centrally  situated  W.  from  Goshen  15 
miles,  and  114  SW.  from  Albany.  Fop.  5,093.  Minisink,  Ridge- 
bury,  Slate  Hill,  Unionville,  Wells  Comers,  Graham,  and  DoUent- 
town  are  post-offices.  This  town  was  settled  at  an  early  period.  la 
the  colonial  records  of  1659,  there  is  a  notice  of  the  discovery  oft 
copper  mine,  which  is  reported  to  have  been  extensively  wrought 
In  1669,  a  severe  battle  was  fought  between  the  settlers  and  Indiani, 
"  the  bloody  horrors  of  which  yet  live  in  the  traditions  of  that  neigh- 
borhood." In  July,  1779,  a  party  of  Indians  and  tories  under  Brant 
made  an  invasion  on  Minisink.  It  appears  that  Count  Pulaski  had 
been  stationed  at  this  place  with  a  battalion  of  cavalry  the  preceding 
winter,  but  in  February  he  was  ordered  to  South  Carolina,  and  the 
place  was  left  unprotected.  The  following  account  of  the  invasion 
and  battle,  is  taken  from  Stone's  Life  of  Brant,  vol.  i. 


**  On  the  30th  of  July,  or  rather  during  the  night  of  the  19th,  the  cnfty  Mohawk  itole 
the  ilumbering  town,  at  the  head  of  sixty  Indians  and  twenty-paeren  tory  wamon, 
ad  as  Indians— which  was  a  very  common  practice  with  the  loyalists  when  acting  with  tki 
savages.  Such  was  the  silence  of  their  approach,  that  several  houses  were  sJready  in  Sum 
when  the  inhabitants  awoke  to  their  situation.  Thus  surprised,  and  wholly  unprepared,  ri 
who  could  escape  fled  in  constomaiion,  leaving  the  invaders  to  riot  upon  the  spoiL  Tea 
houses  and  twelve  bams  were  burnt,  together  with  a  sniaQ  stockade  (an  and  two  Bulk 
Several  persons  were  killed,  and  others  taken  prisoneis.  The  forms  of  the  settlcneai 
were  laid  waste,  the  cattle  driven  away,  and  all  the  booty  carried  off  which  the  invadoi 
could  remove.  Having  thus  succeeded  in  his  immediate  object.  Brant  lost  no  tiny>  in  ksi 
ing  his  party  back  to  the  main  body  of  his  warriors,  whom  he  had  left  at  Gnsey  Brook. 

**  No  sooner  had  the  fugitives  from  Minisink  arrived  at  Goshen  with  the  intelligence,  tte 
Dr.  TuBten,  the  colonel  of  the  local  militia,  issued  orders  to  the  officers  of  his  commaod  ft 
meet  him  at  Minisink  on  the  following  day,  with  as  many  volunteers  as  they  couki  rue. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  a  body  of  one  hundred  and  forty.nine  men  met  ifadi 
colonel  at  the  designated  rendezvous,  at  the  time  appointed — including  many  of  the  priaii 
pal  gentlemen  of  the  county.  A  council  of  war  was  held,  to  determine  upon  the  ezpedicacy 
of  a  pursuit.  Colonel  Tusten  was  himself  opposed  to  the  proposition,  with  so  feeble  a  am. 
mand,  and  with  the  certainty,  if  they  overtook  the  enemy,  of  being  obliged  to  encouotcrn 
officer  combining,  with  his  acknowledged  prowess,  so  much  of  subtlety  as  charactenz«d 
the  movements  of  the  Mohawk  chief.  His  force,  moreover,  was  believed  to  be  greatly 
superior  to  theirs  in  numbers,  and  to  include  many  tories  ss  well  acquainted  with  dii 
country  as  themselves.  The  colonel,  therefore,  preferred  waiting  for  the  reinforcemenu 
which  would  be  sure  soon  to  arrive,  the  more  especially  as  the  volunteers  slready  with  bus 
were  but  ill.provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Others,  however,  were  for  immediaie 
pursuit.  They  affected  to  hold  the  Indians  in  contempt,  insisted  that  they  would  not  fifht, 
and  maintained  that  a  recapture  of  the  plunder  they  had  taken  would  be  an  easy  achieve, 
ment.  Townjneeting  counsels,  in  the  conduct  of  war,  are  not  usually  the  wisest,  as  wiO 
appear  in  the  sequel.  The  majority  of  Tusten*8  command  were  evidently  determined  to 
pursue  tlie  enemy ;  but  their  delibcratioiui  were  cut  abort  by  Major  Meeker,  who  moonted 
his  horse,  flourished  his  sword,  and  vauntingly  called  out — ^^Let  the  brave  men  follow  me; 
the  cowards  may  stay  behind  !*  It  may  readily  be  supposed  thst  such  an  appeal  to  sa 
excited  multimde  would  decide  the  question,  as  it  did.  The  line  of  march  was  immediaietf 
taken  up,  and  after  proceeding  seventeen  miles  the  same  evening,  they  encamped  for  the 
night  On  the  morning  of  the  522d,  they  were  joined  by  a  small  reinforcement  under  CoL 
Hathom,  of  the  Warwick  regiment,  who,  as  the  senior  of  Col.  Tusten,  took  the  commaod. 
When  they  had  advanced  a  few  miles,  to  Halfway  Brook,  they  came  upon  the  Indias 
encampment  of  the  preceding  night,  and  another  council  was  hekl  there.  Cols.  Hathon, 
Tusten,  and  others,  whose  valor  was  governed  by  prudence,  were  opposed  to  advancny 
further,  as  the  number  of  Indian  fires,  and  the  extent  of  ground  they  had  occupied,  remofsd 
all  doubt  as  to  the  superiority  of  their  numbers.  A  scene  similar  to  that  which  had  brokes 
up  ihe  former  council  was  acted  at  this  place,  and  with  the  same  result.  The  voice  el 
prudence  was  compelled  to  peld  to  that  of  bravado. 

**  Capt.  Tyler,  who  had  some  knowledge  of  the  woods,  was  sent  forward  at  the  head  of 
a  small  scouting  party,  to  follow  the  ttail  of  the  Indians,  and  to  MOWtMn,  if  prHMbki,  tlMii 
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ttovanenli ;  tinee  it  wit  eridrnt  that  they  could  not  be  &r  in  advuioe.  The  captain  had 
IRDceeded  but  a  ahoit  distance  before  he  fell  from  the  fire  of  an  unseen  enemy.  This  dr- 
ee occasioned  considerable  alarm ;  but  the  volunteers,  nevertheless,  pressed  etigeriy 
and  it  was  not  long  before  they  emerged  upon  the  hills  of  the  Delaware,  in  full 
of  that  river,  upon  the  eastern  bank  of  which,  at  the  distance  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile, 
Ae  Indians  were  seen  deliberately  marching  in  the  direction  of  a  fording.place  near  the 
Month  of  the  Lackawazen.  This  discovery  was  made  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
falg.  The  intention  of  Brant  to  cross  at  the  fording.place  was  evident ;  and  it  was  aft«rward 
■eerfsiiied  chat  his  booty  had  already  been  sent  thither  in  advance. 

**  The  determination  was  immediately  formed  by  Col.  Hathom,  to  intercept  the  enemy 
■ttha  fording.place,  for  which  purpose  instant  dispositions  were  made.  But,  owing  to 
iUervening  woods  and  hills,  the  opposing  bodies  soon  lost  sight  of  each  other,  and  an  adroit 
■orement  on  the  part  of  Brant  gave  him  an  advantage  which  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Americans  to  regain.  Anticipating  the  design  of  Hathom,  the  moment  the  Americana 
ware  out  of  sight.  Brant  wheeled  to  the  right,  and  by  threading  a  ravine  across  which  Ha. 
Aom  had  passed,  threw  himself  into  his  rear,  by  which  means  he  was  enabled  deliberately 
li  select  his  ground  for  a  battle  and  form  an  ambuscade.  Disappointed  in  not  finding  the 
—amy,  die  Americans  were  brought  to  a  stand,  when  the  enemy  disclosed  himself  par. 
tiaOy,  in  a  quarter  altogether  unexpected.  According  to  the  American  account,  the  fiitt 
Aot  wms  fired  upon  an  Indian,  who  was  known,  and  who  was  mounted  upon  a  hone  stolen 
M  Ulnisuik.  The  Indian  fell,  and  the  firing  soon  became  general — ^the  enemy  contriving, 
li  Ibe  early  part  of  the  engagement,  to  cut  off  fit>m  the  main  body  of  Hathom*s  troops  a 
JNaihiiient  comprising  one  third  of  his  whole  number.  The  conflict  was  long  and  obsti. 
Mie.  The  nnmber  of  the  enemy  being  several  timea  greater  than  Uiat  of  the  Goshen  mili. 
tii,  the  latter  were  surrounded,  and  ultimately  hemmed  within  the  circumference  of  an  acre 
if  ground.  Being  short  of  ammunition,  Hathom's  orders,  in  imitation  of  those  of  Putnam 
«  Banker  Hill,  were  strict  that  no  man  should  fire  imtil  very  sure  that  his  powder  would 
BoC  be  loet.  The  battle  commenced  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  main, 
tuned  nntil  the  going  down  of  the  sun ;  both  parties  fighting  afler  the  Indian  fashion,  every 
man  for  himself  and  the  whole  keeping  up  an  irregular  fire  from  behind  rocks  and  trees  aa 
beat  they  could.  About  sunset  the  ammunition  of  the  militia  was  expended,  and  the  sur. 
vivors  attempted  to  retreat,  but  many  of  them  were  cut  down.  Doctor  Tusten  was  engaged 
belnnd  a  cliff  of  rocks  in  dressing  the  wounded  when  the  retreat  commenced.  There  were 
serenteen  disabled  men  under  his  care  at  the  moment,  whose  cries  for  protection  and  mercy 
were  of  the  most  moving  description.  The  Indians  fell  upon  them,  however,  and  they  all, 
together  with  the  doctor,  perished  under  the  tomahawk.  Among  the  slain  were  many  of 
die  first  citizens  of  Goshen ;  and  of  the  whole  number  that  went  forth,  only  about  thirty 
ntuned  to  tell  the  melancholy  story.  Several  of  the  fugitives  were  shot  while  attempting 
te  escape  by  swimming  the  Delaware. 

....  **  There  was  one,  (Major  Wood,)  who  during  the  battle  saved  himself  by  means 
which  Brant  said  were  dishonorable.  By  some  process  or  other,  though  not  a  freemason, 
he  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  master  mason's  grand  hailing  signal  of  distress ;  and 
having  been  informed  that  Brant  was  a  member  of  the  brotherhood,  he  gave  the  mystic 
■gn.  Faithful  to  his  pledge,  the  chieftain  interposed  and  saved  his  life.  Discovering  the 
fanposture  afterward,  he  was  very  indignant.  Still,  he  spared  his  life,  and  the  prisoner  ulli. 
■lately  returned  to  his  friends  after  a  long  captivity." 

MoNBOE  was  taken  from  Cornwall,  and  organized  in  1799.  Its 
original  name  was  Cheesccocks,  afterward  Southfield,  then  Monroe. 
It  is  19  miles  S.  of  Newburg  and  115  from  Albany:  being  in  the 
Highland  region,  the  surface  of  the  township  is  broken  and  hilly. 
Pop.  3,914.  At  the  extreme  easterly  point  of  this  town  upon  the 
Hudson  river,  on  the  S.  side  of  Poplopen's  kill,  stood  Fort  Clinton,  and 
upon  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  in  Cornwall,  stood  Fort  Montgo- 
mery. These  forts  were  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  passage  of 
the  river.  At  this  place,  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  was  obstructed 
by  a  chevaux-de-frize,  boom  and  chains,  and  guarded  by  a  number 
of  armed  vessels,  stationed  above  them.  On  the  6th  October,  1777, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  a  force  of  about  3,000  men,  took  these  forts 
by  ttorm.    The  garrison  consosted  of  but  about  600  men.    Their 
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loss  was  about  250 ;  that  of  the  British  was  not  less.  The  annexed 
account  relative  to  their  capture  was  written  at  Kingston*  3  days 
afterward,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  in  Fort  Montgomery  when  it 
was  taken. 


**  On  Saturday  night  the  5th  inst.,  we  had  advice  that  ■  laige  number  of  diipi, 
ajmed  veasela,  &c.,  had  arrived  at  Tarrytown,  where  they  had  landed  a  coanderable  bo^F 
of  men,  auppoeed  to  be  900  or  1,000,  and  had  advanced  towards  the  plains.  Col.  Luttinf. 
ton  being  poeted  there  with  about  500  militia,  they  sent  in  a  flag  to  him  requiring  him  tc 
lay  down  his  arms,  and  surrender  himself  and  men  prisonera  of  war ;  whilst  he  was  parley, 
ing  with  the  flag  they  endeavored  to  surround  him,  which  he  perceiving,  ordered  his  mat 
to  retreat,  whereupon  they  returned  to  their  shipping,  and  next  morning  we  had  adviee  if 
their  being  under  sail,  and  coming  up  as  far  as  Kings  Ferry.  In  the  afternoon  they  landsd 
a  large  body  of  men  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  to  draw  our  attention  that  way,  but  tfaqr 
re-embarked  in  the  night,  and  next  morning  landed  on  the  west  side. 

**  On  Sunday  night  his  Excellency,  Gov.  Clinton,  who  then  commanded  at  Fort  Xfoat 
gomery,  sent  out  a  party  of  about  100  men  under  the  command  of  M^or  Logan,  aeraas  the 
Dunderbergh,  (Thunder  Mountain,)  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  enemj.  The  party  rstumrf 
in  the  morning  and  reported  that  they  had  seen  about  forty  boats  rail  of  men  land  below 
the  Dunderbeigh.  The  governor  sent  out  another  smsll  party  of  about  SIS  men,  under  tbt 
command  of  Lieut.  Jackson.  On  the  road  that  leads  to  Haverstraw,  two  or  three  miles  below 
Fort  Clinton,  they  fell  in  with  a  concealed  party  of  the  enemy,  who  ordered  them  to  dab 
their  muskets,  and  surrender  themselves  prisoners.  They  made  no  answer,  but  fired  upon  ths 
enemy  and  hastily  retrested;  they  returned  the  fire  and  pursued  our  people  half  a  mils ; 
but  they  all  got  back  to  the  fort  without  losing  a  man,  though  within  five  rods  of  the  enemy 
before  they  were  discovered.  Upon  this  intelligence,  one  hundred  men  were  inunediaiely 
sent  oflf  under  Col.  Brown,  who  fell  in  with  them  two  miles  horn  the  ibrt,  about  two  o^dock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  a  smart  engagement  ensued ;  but  the  enemy  being  of  much  superior 
force,  our  people  were  forced  to  retreat. 

^  At  the  same  time  it  was  thought  proper  to  send  some  artillery  with  a  field-pieoe  to  oc- 
cupy an  eminence  that  conmiands  the  road  that  leads  to  Orange  Ftunace,  with  a  party  sf 
men  to  defend  it ;  they  were  attacked  soon  after,  and  our  field-pieee  did  great  ezecutioa. 
The  field.piece  bursting,  our  men  in  their  retreat  kept  up  the  engagement  for  eome  tins 
with  smalUarms.  Most  of  our  people  got  within  the  bresstwork,  and  the  attack  becsms 
general  on  both  forts.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy's  shipping  came  in  sight,  but  tlM  wind 
being  light,  snd  the  tide  against  them,  none  of  their  vessels  csme  up  except  the  galleys  sod 
armed  sloops,  which  fired  upon  us,  but  did  no  execution ;  we  in  return  fired  upon  them,  and 
believe  did  them  some  damage. 

**  The  enemy  continued  a  vigorous  and  incessant  attack  upon  the  forts ;  but  notwi^ 
standing  their  utmost  efforts,  they  wore  many  times  repulsed  and  beaten  back  fi«n  onr 
breastworks  with  great  slaughter.  But  the  smailness  of  our  number  (being  in  both  ibrti 
but  about  five  hundred,)  which  required  every  man  to  be  upon  continual  duty  and  obliged 
them  to  unremitted  exertion,  fatigued  our  people  greatly,  while  the  enemy,  whoee  nnmbcr 
was  supposed  to  be  at  least  four  thousand,  continued  to  press  us  with  troops. 

**  About  4  o'clock  they  sent  in  a  flag,  demanding  in  5  minutes  a  surrender  of  the  fort  and 
ourselves  prisoners  of  war,— or  they  would  put  us  all  to  the  aword.  An  answer  wss  re- 
turned  by  Col.  Livingston,  acquainting  them  that  we  were  determined  to  defend  the  fort  to 
the  last  extremity.  The  action  was  renewed  with  fresh  vigor  on  both  sides,  and  continasd 
until  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  they  stormed  our  upper  redoubt  which  commands  ths 
fort,  which  after  a  severe  struggle  and  overpowering  us  with  numbers  they  got  posssMJoa 
of ;  and  wo  were  obliged  to  give  way.  At  the  same  time  they  stormed  and  got  posssMioa 
of  Fort  Clinton,  in  which  were  none  but  militis,  who  nobly  defended  it  till  they,  like  the  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Montgomery,  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  superior  force. 

**  The  darkness  of  the  evening  much  £iivored  the  escape  of  our  people,  the  greatest  put 
of  whom,  with  almost  all  the  oflicen,  got  ofi*,  and  have  since  joined  our  army  or  returned  ts 

their  places  of  residence We  are  told  that  the  reinforcement  fiom  PeekakiU,  which 

had  been  twice  urged*  during  the  day,  arrived  only  in  time  on  the  opposite  side  of  lbs 
river  to  see  the  fort  taken,  but  could  give  them  no  manner  of  assistance,  and  even  a  smal 
reinforcement  would  have  enabled  the  garrison  to  maintain  it  until  efiicient  succor  had  si^ 
rived.  Under  this  misfortune,  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  assured,  that  all  the  officsn 
of  the  garrison  fought  like  heroes,  distinguished  themselves  both  by  their  courage  and  con> 

*  Waterbuxy,  the  express  who  was  sent  from  Fort  Mon^omeiyi  puipoaaly  delayed,  tad 
the  next  day  deserted  to  the  enemy. 
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AKt,  and  that  all  the  pferatai,  aa  weD  militia  aa  continental,  fought  with  the  ntmoat  bimTeiy.* 
quantity  of  proTuions  in  the  fort  was  not  great,  but  the  ammunition  and  atorea  wlJch 
into  the  enemy^  handa  were  conaiderable. 


Dr.  Dwight,  then  a  chaplain  in  the  army,  thus  speaks  of  the  ap- 
pouraaces  about  these  forts  a  few  months  after  they  were  taken. 

^  *  I  wmt  down  die  rtrer  in  company  with  several  officers,  to  examine  the  forts  Clinton 
md  Montgomery,  bdlt  on  a  point  aiz  or  eight  miles  below  West  Point,  for  the  defence  of 
dw  liver.  The  first  object  which  met  our  eyes,  after  we  left  our  baige  and  ascended  the 
Ink,  was  the  remains  of  a  fire  kindled  by  the  cottageis  of  this  solitude,  for  the  purpose  of 
inmimiinu  the  bones  of  some  of  the  Americans  who  had  fallen  at  this  place,  and  had  been 
M  imboried.  Some  of  these  bones  were  lying  partially  consumed  round  the  spot  where 
Ae  fire  had  been  kindled ;  and  some  had  evidently  been  converted  into  ashea.  Aa  we  went 
nwaiti,  we  were  distressed  by  the  fcstor  of  decayed  human  bodies.  To  me  this  was  a 
iWiJty ;  and  more  overwhelming  and  dispiriting  than  I  am  able  to  describe.  Aa  we  were 
to  discover  the  source  from  which  it  proceeded,  we  found,  at  a  email  diatance 
^oft  Montgomery,  a  pond  of  a  moderate  size,  in  which  we  saw  die  bodies  of  several 

tHio  had  iMen  killed  in  the  assault  upon  the  fort  They  were  thrown  into  this  pond, 
pncwding  autumn,  by  the  British,  when  probably  the  water  was  sufficiently  deep  to 

'  tbem.    Some  of  them  were  covered  at  this  time ;  but  a  depth  so  small,  aa  to  leave 

distinctly  visible.  Others  had  an  arm,  a  leg,  and  a  part  of  the  body  above  the  sm&ce. 
clocbea  which  they  wore  when  they  were  killed,  were  atiU  on  them ;  and  proved  that 
Aay  were  militia ;  being  the  ordinary  dress  of  farmers.  Their  &oes  were  bloated  and  mon- 
and  their  poaturea  were  uncouth,  distorted,  and  in  the  highest  degree  afflictive.  My 
lions  had  been  accustomed  to  the  horrors  of  war,  and  sustained  the  prospect  with 

degree  of  firmness.  To  me,  a  novice  in  scenes  of  this  nature,  it  was  overwhelming. 
I  iorveyed  it  for  a  moment  and  hastened  away.  From  this  combination  of  painful  objecta 
«a  proceeded  to  Fort  Clinton,  built  on  a  rising  ground,  at  a  small  distance  further  down 
Aa  river.  The  rains  of  this  fortress  were  a  mere  counterpart  of  thoee  of  Fort  Montgomery. 
fivery  combustible  in  both  had  been  burnt ;  and  what  was  not,  was  extensively  thrown 
down.  Every  thing  which  remained  was  a  melancholy  picture  of  destraction.  From  this 
flboe  we  proceeded  to  find  the  grave  of  Count  Grabouski,  a  Polish  nobleman,  who  waa 
killed  in  the  assault,  while  acting  as  aid^e-camp  to  the  British  commander.  The  spot  waa 
painted  out  to  us  by  Lieut.  Col.  Livingston,  who  saw  him  fall,  and  informed  us  that  he 
wm  buried  in  the  place  where  he  was  killed.  Here  we  found  a  grave — in  all  probability, 
Ihst  in  which  he  was  buried — without  a  *  stone'  to  *  tell  where  he  lay,*  and  now  forgotten 
ad  undiacoverable :  a  humiliating  termination  of  a  restless,  vain,  ambitious  life.** 

Montgomery,  originally  organized  as  part  of  Ulster  county  in 
1788;  from  Albany,  S.,  100,  from  Newburg,  W.,  12,  and  from 
Goshen*  NE.,  10  miles.  Fop.  4,100.  A  tamarac  swamp  near  JVfont- 
gomery  villi^,  is  noted  as  a  spot  in  which  the  bones  of  the  mam- 
moth were  &st  discovered  in  this  state.  Montgomery  village,  in- 
corporated in  1810.  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Wallkill,  on  the  New- 
burg and  Cohecton  turnpike,  and  having  the  relative  distances  above 
stated,  contains  about  160  dwellings,  2  or  3  churches,  an  academy, 
and  a  seminary  for  young  ladies.  Walden  is  a  large  manufacturing 
village  on  the  Wallkill,  12  miles  NW.  from  Newburg,  14  NE.  from 
Gcwhen,  and  4  from  Montgomery,  at  the  falls  of  the  river,  where 
there  is  great  hydraulic  power. 

Mount  Hope,  originally  named  Calhoun,  and  taken  from  Wallkill, 
Hinisink,  and  Deer  Park,  in  1825 ;  from  Albany,  SW.,  121  miles. 
Mount  Hope,  12  miles  NW.  from  Gk>shen,  Finchville  15,  and  Otisville 
14^  are  small  villages.    Pop.  1,565.  ^ 

*  The  late  Lieutenant  Timothy  Mix,  who  died  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1834,  was  one 
af  the  defendeiB  of  Fort  Montgomery.  While  in  the  act  of  firing  a  piece,  his  r^t  hand 
waa  carried  away  by  a  shot.  Instantly  seizing  the  match  with  his  left,  he  touched  off  the 
i;  bf  whkk  dischaige  ii  it  midfmty  &f  tke  enemif  were  killed. 
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NewBino  was  organized  in  1788.  The  townsttp  hai  a  tuHy  and 
broken  surface,  ana  a  good  soil,  much  of  which  is  under  high  cult^ 
vation.     Pop.  8,933. 


South  View  of  Newburg. 


Newburg,  the  half-shire  village  of  Orange  county,  was  originaQr 
settled  by  the  Palatines  from  Germany  in  1708 :  it  was  incorpontM 
io  1800.    It  lies  upon  the  steep  acclivity  of  a  hill  rising  from  the 


Washington's  Head-Quarters,  Newburg. 
river  to  the  height  of  about  300  feet  Being  thus  situated,  the  village 
makes  a  fine  appearance  when  seen  from  the  river.  The  river  mar- 
gin, about  600  feet  wide,  affords  space  for  convenient  quays  and 
docks.  AMarge  business  centres  here  from  the  neighboring  counties. 
There  are  3  nanks,  3  nev/spaper  printing  offices,  an  incorporated 
academy,  8  churches,  and  about  800  dwellings.  The  village  is  84 
miles  from  Albany,  61  from  New  York,  8  from  West  Point,  10  from 
Poughkeepsiet  and  SO  miles  from  Goshen,  the  other  halt-shire  town. 
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From  the  upper  terrace  of  the  village  there  is  a  fine  prospect  to  the 
S.  of  West  Point,  tlie  Crow's  Nest,  Butter  Hill,  and  tne  two  Beacon 
mountains  ;  on  the  SB.  PollopePs  Island  ;  on  the  E.  the  picturesque 
valleys  of  the  Matteawan  and  Wappinger's  creeks,  and  the  village  of 
Fiskhill  Landing. 

The  preceding  is  a  northern  view  of  the  old  stone  house  in  the  south 
part  of  Newburg  village,  formerly  the  quarters  of  Washington  when 
the  American  army  were  in  cantonment  in  the  vicinity,  at  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war.  In  the  spring  of  1783,  when  the  troops  were 
about  to  be  disbanded  without  their  pay,  there  was  great  discontent 
amonjg  them.  At  this  time  an  anonymous  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  officers,  artfully  calculated  to  excite  passion.  It  was  dated  March 
10th,  1783.  It  was  subsequently  ascertained,  (savs  Mr.  Dunlap,)  to 
have  been  written  by  Major  Armstrong,  afterward  secretary  of  war. 

^  The  author  aasumes  the  character  of  a  veteran  who  had  aufiered  with  thoae  be  ad- 
dreoMd.  He  telle  them  that  to  be  tame  in  their  preaent  situation  would  be  more  than 
weakneas,  and  must  ruin  them  forever.  He  bids  them  *  suapeet  the  man  who  would  adviae 
to  more  moderation,  and  longer  forbearance.*  He  then  deacribea  the  high  state  in  which 
the  country  has  been  placed  by  their  services.  And  says,  *  does  this  country  reward  you 
%vith  tears  of  gratitude  and  smiles  of  admiration,  or  does  she  trample  on  your  rights,  disdain 
jronr  cries,  and  insult  your  distreases  7*  He  advised  them  to  carry  their  appeal  fh>m  the 
justice,  to  the  fean  of  govemmenL  *  Assume  a  bolder  tone — say,  that  the  slightest  indig. 
nity  from  congress  now  must  operate  like  the  grave,  and  part  you  from  them  forever.* 
That  if  peace  takes  place,  *  nothing  ahall  separate  you  from  your  arms  but  deadi :  if  war 
continues,  that  you  will  retire  to  some  unsettled  country,  with  Washington  at  your  head, 
and  mock  at  the  distresses  of  government.*  The  insidious  expression  of  *  courting  the  aus. 
pices,  and  inviting  the  direction  of  their  illustrious  leader,*  was  calculated  to  make  the 
army  believe  that  Washington  would  join  them  in  rebellion  against  his  country,  and  waa 
certainly  a  bold  artifice,  coming,  aa  it  did,  from  one  in  constant  correspondence  with  Gene- 
zml  Gates,  and  attached  to  him  both  by  inclination  and  office. 

**  The  commander.in-chief  noticed  the  anonjrmous  address  in  ordeis,  with  pointed  disap. 
probation,  and  requested  that  the  general  and  field  officera,  with  a  proper  representation 
from  the  staff  of  the  army,  would  assemble  on  the  15th  instant,  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
committee  deputed  by  the  army  to  congress.  This  requeai  was  seized  upon,  and  repre. 
•ented  in  a  second  paper  as  giving  sanction  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers,  and  they 
wen  called  upon  to  act  with  eneigy.  On  the  15th  of  March,  the  commander-in-chief  ad. 
dressed  the  convention  of  officers,  (General  Grates  being  the  chairman,)  in  the  language  of 
truth,  feeling,  and  affection.  He  overthrew  all  the  artifices  of  the  anonymous  writer  and 
his  fHenda,  one  of  the  principal  of  whom  aat  in  the  chair.  Washington  noticed  the  advice 
Co  mark  for  titipieion  the  man  who  9htndd  recommend  moderation.  He  feelingly  spoke  of 
his  own  constant  attention,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  to  the  wants  and  suffer. 
inga  of  the  army,  and  then  pointed  out  the  dreadful  consequeiicea  of  foUowiiig  the  advice 
of  the  anonjrmoua  writer,  etiAer  to  draw  their  etoorde  againet  their  country,  or  retire,  if 
war  eowtimteo^  from  the  defenceof  all  they  hold  dear.  He  calls  to  mind  the  scenes  in  which 
they  had  acted  together,  and  pledges  himself  to  the  utmost  exertion  for  obtaining  justice  to 
his  fellows  in  arms.  He  requests  them  to  rely  on  the  promise  of  congress.  He  said,  *  I 
coi^ure  you,  in  the  name  of  our  common  counny,  as  you  value  your  own  sacred  honor,  as 
you  respect  the  rights  of  humanity,  to  express  your  utmost  horror  and  detestation  of  the  man 
who  wishes,  under  any  specious  pretences,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  your  country ;  and 
who  wickedly  attempts  to  open  the  floodgates  of  civil  discord,  and  deluge  our  rising  empire 
in  blood.** 

**  The  convention  resolved,  unanimously,  amoi^  other  things,  that  '  the  army  have  un. 
■haken  confidence  in  congreas,  and  view  with  abhorrence,  and  reject  with  disdain,  the  itu 
famoue  propoeitione  contained  in  a  late  anonymous  addre«  to  the  officers  of  the  army.'  **-« 
Dmdafe  Hiot.  of  New  York. 

New  Windsor  was  organized  in  1788.  It  has  an  uneven  surface, 
generally  fertile  and  well  cultivated.  Pop.  2,482.  The  village  of  New 
Windsor,  said  to  be  the  oldest  village  in  the  county,  is  situated  about 
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8  miles  south  from  Newburg,  and  lies  at  the  confluence  of  Cham- 
bers' creek  with  the  Hudson.  The  head-quarters  of  Waahington  wm 
for  a  time  here,  in  an  humble  Dutch-like  mansion. 


Birthplace  of  De  WiU  Clinton,  New  Windsor. 

"  Di  Wirr  CuRTOH  ww  bom  in  the  TiUags  or  New  Windsor,  March  SM,  ITGB.  Hii 
pstemal  inceaton  wero  of  Normui  origin.  Hii  gnndfathar,  Mr.  Cbaries  Chnton,  M 
the  heaii  of  a  compuiy  of  SMOciates,  enugnted  from  InUnd  in  1739,  and  aettled  in  dii 
town.  Hii  fklber,  Goneral  June*  Clinton,  wai  a  brnvt  and  uacful  officer  in  the  RcKk 
■nd  Indian  wan,  and  in  the  revolutianaiy  itniggle.  A  abort  tjmc  proTioia  to  tha  rtrcla. 
lion  hfl  mairlAl  MiM  Vltzy  De  Witt,  a  lady  of  Dutch  descent  The  fruitof  ihiannioa  van 
finir  aona,  of  whom  De  WitI  woa  the  aecond.  Hia  earjj'  edacalion  wai  intnatvd  lo  tha  can 
of  die  Rgt.  Mr.  Maflst,  ihe  paator  of  the  Preabyierian  church  in  Little  Bniain.  AtiWw 
of  ihinepn  he  waa  Imuderred  to  an  academr  al  iOngslon,  then  conducted  br  Mr.  Um 
Addiion.    Here  he  tenuined  two  yean,  when  he  onleted  ihejunior  daa  of  Columbia  cat- 

Fae-mmit  of  De  Witt  Clinton'*  nguatun. 

lege.  Al  this  imtitution  he  distinguialicd  himeetf  aa  a  achdar,  and  cloeed  his  acadnueca. 
reer  in  1786,  when  lie  received  the  usual  degree  of  bacbelur  erf"  srla,  iskin^,  at  the  cmd- 
mencemenl,  the  highest  honor  which  the  institution  could  bestow.  He  thereupon  rsm. 
menced  the  aludj'  i^  the  law  under  Samuel  Jones,  Esq.,  a  celebrated  counsellor.  Alter  rr. 
ceiving  (he  usuiJ  licences  oi  degrees  in  his  profession,  he  wsa  abrupUy  called  from  the  fut. 
ihcr  culiivatiofl  of  the  putsuit  by  circumstances  arinng  Irom  Ihe  aiiuadon  ofpoUiical  aftin 
in  the  atstc.  "  llie  gertns  of  the  Two  groal  parties  which  hsTe  since  dividnl  (he  conntrr, 
were  nt  that  time  beginning  to  appear.  His  uncle,  Geoige  Clinton,  then  goremor  of  lb) 
stale,  wui  assailed  by  a  combination  of  almost  all  the  talents  of  that  section  oTifas  conatiTt 
and  pBinphkts  and  newspaper  essays  were  poured  upon  lbs  public  with  nnreslraiDed  prs- 
liuian.  Mr.  Clinton,  relinquishing  every  other  punuil,  snleted  warmly  and  ezeliaitvly  ulo 
the  vindication  of  the  conduct  and  priaciplca  of  his  uncte ;  and  it  ia  iMliaved  that  itas 
greater  pan  of  the  contruTernal  politics  on  the  anti-federal  or  detnncTalic  nde  was  nwa. 
■gad  by  him  during  this  period  of  turbulence.  He  continued  with  hia  uncle  as  his  lecnla. 
ry  during  his  adminiatration,  which  ended  in  IT95.  Mr.  Cliotoa  had  been  hntored  wUa 
with  hia  nncle  with  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  Univemty,  and  of  the  Boaid  of  FoitifiB- 
tions  of  New  Yoti.  Upon  the  retirement  of  the  goremor  b«  alM  wiibdrew  ftnm  pnUie 
life.  But  his  eSbrta  as  an  individual,  in  rallying  and  supporting  the  party  of  which  ba 
Ini^t  ihen  have  been  considered  iba  leader,  were  not  for  a  moment  remitted.  To  do  ihp 
with  eilact,  however,  it  seemed  necessary  thst  he  should  be  placed  in  a  public  staliaii ;  and 
accordingly,  in  1T9B,  he  wai  elected  a  member  of  the  ssarmbly  frotn  ihe  city  of  New  Yerk, 
•nd  in  ISM  waa  cboasn  a  nnator  from  the  aoutbam  district  and  a  nenba  cf  dM  eoMdl 
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of  Appointment  From  the  wnate  of  this  state,  by  a  joint  ballot  of  both  branches  of  tfaa 
legislature,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  where  he  took  aa 
•cliTe  interest  in  the  concerns  of  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  diflferences  then  ezistinf 
with  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New  Orleans.  His  continuance  in  that  august  body,  how- 
ever, was  short,  as  on  receiving  the  appointment  of  mayor  of  New  York  in  October,  1803, 
it  became  necessary  that  he  should  resign  it,  the  duties  of  the  two  offices  being  by  law  io- 
compatible.  This  office  he  held  by  successive  appointment,  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
two  montlis,  until  1815.  Notwithstanding  the  political  change  in  the  stale  in  1813,  sueb 
was  the  public  confidence  in  him,  that  he  was  continued  in  office  during  the  exciting  pe- 
liod  of  the  late  war.  When  President  Madison  received  a  nomination  for  a  second  term, 
Clinton  was  put  in  oppoeition,  and  received  89  electoral  votes ;  while  Madison  was  elected 
by  128.  Clinton  early  became  a  strong  partisan  in  favor  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  it  is  owmg 
to  the  bold  stand  which  ho  took  in  favor  of  this  great  enterprise  that  his  popularity  in  a 
measure  was  owing.  In  the  summer  of  1810,  he  went  on  a  tour  with  other  commissioners 
£ar  exploring  the  route  of  this  work.  This  country  was  then  comparatively  a  wildemesa, 
and  there  was  not  a  house  where  the  city  of  JRiochester  now  stands.  In  the  spring  of 
1815  he  was  superseded  in  his  office  of  mayor,  and  deprived  of  all  his  pubKe  employments 
except  that  of  canal  commissioner.  In  1817,  he  was  elected  governor  of  the  state,  which 
•tation  he  held  until  the  commencement  of  the  year  1833.  In  the  autunm  of  1899,  he  de- 
clined another  nomination,  and  returned  to  the  puzauits  of  private  life,  holding  only  the 
office  of  canal  commissioner ;  fix>m  which  he  was  removed  in  the  spring  of  1894  by  an 
overwhelming  vote  of  the  legislature.  At  the  time  of  this  vote,  he  had  for  fourteen  years 
been  steadily  engaged  in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  internal  navigation  of  the  state,  and 
whether  in  or  out  of  office,  had  received  no  compensation  for  these  services.  The  news  of 
his  removal  had  no  sooner  reached  the  principal  towns  in  the  state,  than  laive  meetings 
were  held  to  express  the  popular  indignation  at  this  measure.  In  the  city  of  New  Yon, 
not  less  than  10,000  persons  sssembled  at  the  call,  among  whom  were  some  of  his  strong 
political  opponents.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  people  rebuked  this  vote  in  a  moat 
emphatic  manner  six  months  afterward  by  electing  him  their  governor,  and  by  the  largest 
■Majority  ever  previously  known  in  the  state,  in  a  contested  election ;  which  office  he  held 
undl  his  death.  When  the  success  of  the  canal  policy  was  made  apparent,  other  states 
eageriy  embarked  in  similar  enterprises,  and  he  was  invited  to  visit  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 
to  give  the  aid  of  his  high  authority  to  their  projects  of  internal  improvement.  When  the 
canal  connecting  the  Ohio  with  Lake  Erie  was  commenced,  to  him  was  assigned  the  conu 
pliment  of  removing  the  first  earth  of  the  excavation.  His  journey  through  that  state,  like 
the  progress  of  Lafayette,  was  one  continued  triumph.  His  popularity  extended  to  all 
classes.  The  merchants  of  New  York  of  all  political  parties,  grateful  for  his  exertions  in 
behalf  of  the  canal,  and  sensible  of  its  influence  upon  their  proq>erity,  presented  him  with 
two  large  and  rich  silver  vases.  De  Witt  Clinton  died  suddenly  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1898,  sged  59  yean.  This  event  cast  a  gloom  throughout  the  state,  and  in  public  meet, 
ings  expressions  were  sent  forth  of  heartfelt  sorrow.  Although  placed  in  circumstancea 
where  most  men  would  have  accumulated  unbounded  riches,  he  manifested  an  utter  indi£> 
ference  to  money,  and  died  in  honorable  poverty.  Even  the  plate  presented  to  him  by  the 
merchants  of  New  York  was  exposed  to  sale  after  his  death. 

^  Clinton  was  possessed  of  the  sterner  virtues,  and  would  not  sacrifice  feeling  to  princi- 
pie.  Althoqgh  a  prominent  mason,  his  stand  in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  Morgan  is  in 
character.  **  The  sheriff  of  one  of  the  frontier  counties  waa  accused  of  participation  in 
this  abduction.  The  governor  forthwith  propounded  a  series  of  written  interrogatories  re- 
lative to  his  sgency  in  the  transaction,  and  on  his  refusal  to  amwer,  issued  a  proclamation 
removing  him  from  office.  This  person,  it  is  to  be  recollected,  was  his  steadfast  fnend  and 
political  supporter ;  but  he  would  not  allow  any  personal  considerations  to  weigh  against 
the  pubhc  interest.  In  an  interview  which  the  removed  sheriff  sought,  he  said,  *  Strong  aa 
is  my  attachment  to  you,  I  will,  if  you  are  guilty,  exert  mjrself  to  have  you  punished  to  the 
extent  of  the  laws.*  To  which  the  trembliiig  culprit  replied  in  faltering  tonea,  *  I  have  done 
nothing  worthy  of  chains  or  death.*  Unlike  most  American  statesmen,  Clinton  waa  de- 
voted to  literary  and  scientific  pursuits,  and  waa  an  efficient  patron  of  learning.  His  wri- 
tings place  him  high  in  the  ranks  of  science. 

*'  Clinton's  person,  in  his  youth  and  eariy  manhood,  was  remarkable  for  its  masculine 
heeuty,  and  as  years  advanced  assumed  a  majestic  character.  His  stature  was  upwards  of 
«x  feet,  straight  and  finely  proportioned.  His  eyes  were  a  dark  hazel,  approaching  to 
black,  and  highly  expressive ;  his  hair  brown ;  bis  complexion  clear,  and  more  florid  than 
usual  among  Americans ;  his  teeth  fine,  giving  a  peculiar  grace  to  his  smile ;  his  noee 
slightly  aquiline.  Ifis  habits  of  reflection  and  close  smdy  were  marked  in  the  ordinary  ex. 
pteasien  of  his  eounCenanoe,  whicht  controUed  at  an  eariy  period  of  his  life  to  the  gravity 
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becoming  the  magutimte  and  the  senator,  presented  an  a|ipearance  of  aeriooiew  ahnoK 
approaching  to  austeritjr.  When  speaking  in  public,  however,  his  face  expressed,  with  the 
utmost  flexibility,  the  varying  emotions  to  which  his  words  gave  vent ;  while  in  the  inter, 
counc  of  private  life  and  in  fiimiliar  conversation,  the  gravity  which  rested  on  his  feacimi 
when  not  excited,  gave  way  on  occasion  to  playfulness  and  mirth.*  He  truly  exhibited  the 
picture  of  a  *  great  man,  an  elegant  and  profound  scholar,  and  a  practical  citizen — a  man 
of  letters  and  the  world,  and  a  character  of  active  worth  to  the  present  generation,  and  oi' 
solid  and  permanent  advantage  to  posterity.*  ** 

Wallkiix,  organized  in  1788  ;  from  Albany  S.  100  miles.  Mid- 
dletown,  7  miles  NW.  from  Goshen,  is  a  very  thriving  village  on  the 
New  York  and  Erie  railroad,  and  contains  about  80  or  100  dwellings. 
Philipsburg,  on  the  Wallkill,  4  miles  NW.  from  Goshen,  at  the  ouuet 
of  the  **  drowned  lands,"  and  Scotchtown,  6  miles  N.,  are  small  settle- 
ments.    Pop.  4,268. 

Warwick,  organized  in  1788;  from  Albany  SW.  110,  and  firom 
New  York  N.  54  miles.  On  the  western  border  lie  a  portion  of  the 
**  drowned  lands."  *  The  famous  "  Sterling  iron  works  have  been  io 
operation  here  about  80  years.  Warwick,  Amity,  Florida,  BcUville, 
Sugar  Loaf,  and  Edenville  are  small  villages.    Fop.  5,113. 

The  following  extract  from  a  newspaper  printea  April  SSth,  1779; 
will  serve  to  show  the  ferocity  of  civil  war : 

**  We  hear  from  Goshen  that  a  horrible  murder  was  committed  near  the  Sterling  iron- 
works on  the  night  of  Saturday  the  36th  of  March,  by  a  party  of  TiUains  fi?e  or  az  in 
number,  the  principal  of  whom  was  Richard  Smith,  oldest  sunriving  son  of  the  lata  dandi. 
us  Smith,  of  infamous  memory,  his  eldest  having  been  shot  last  fidl  at  Smiths  cove,  ■ 
company  with  several  other  villains,  by  one  of  our  scouting  parties  sent  out  in  ■saith  sf 
them.  These  bloody  miscreants  it  seems  that  night  intended  to  murder  two  men  who  kad 
shown  some  activity  and  resolution  in  apprehending  these  robbers  and  morderen  wlw  in- 
fested the  neighborhood. 

"  They  first  went  to  the  house  of  John  Clark,  near  the  iroo-worka,  whom  they  dmnad 
from  his  house  and  then  shot  him ;  and  observing  some  remains  of  life  in  hhn,  one  of  ihtm 
saying  *  he  is  not  dead  enough  yet,*  shot  him  through  the  arm  again,  &c.,  and  left  him.  Et 
lived  some  hours  afler,  and  gave  an  account  of  their  names  and  behavior.     They  dien  want 

to  the  house  of ,  who  hearing  some  noise  tliey  made  in  approaching',  got  op  and  atood 

on  his  defence,  witli  his  gun  and  bayonet  fixed,  in  a  corner  of  hia  little  log  cahin.    Thsf 
burst  open  the  door,  but  seeing  him  stand  with  his  gun,  were  afraid  to  enter,  and 
proper  to  inarch  off.    The  following  was  pinned  to  Clark's  coat : — 
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YOU  are  hereby  warned  at  your  peril  to  desist  from  hanging  any  more  fiienda  to  gof* 
emment  os  you  did  Claudius  Smith.  You  are  warned  likewise  to  use  James  Smith,  Jtmm 
Duelling,  and  William  Cole,  well,  and  ease  them  of  their  irons,  for  we  are  detemined 
to  hang  six  for  one,  for  the  blood  of  the  innocent  cries  aloud  for  vengeance.  Your  noted 
friend  Capt.  Williams  and  his  crew  of  robbers  and  murderera  we  have  got  in  our  power, 
and  the  blood  of  Claudiua  Smith  shall  be  repaid.  There  are  particular  companiea  of  ui 
that  belong  to  Col.  Butler's  army,  Indians  as  well  as  white  men,  and  particularly  numben 
from  New  York,  that  ore  resolved  to  be  avenged  on  you  for  your  cruelty  and  murder.  We 
are  to  remind  you  that  you  are  the  beginners  and  aggressors,  for  by  your  cruel  (q;»pr«ssioBi 
and  bloody  actions  you  drive  us  to  it.  This  is  the  first,  and  we  are  determined  to  pursue  it 
on  your  heada  and  leaders  to  the  last — till  the  whole  of  you  are  murdered.^ 


*  "  The  drowned  lands**  of  Orange  county  lie  along  the  Wallkill  creek,  in  the  towns  df 
Minisink,  Warwick,  and  Goshen.  When  drained  of  the  waten,  they  have  a  deep  soil  of 
rich  vegetable  mould,  which  produces  good  crops  of  hemp,  and  are  found  to  be  prixiucuvs 
and  valuable.  The  tract  so  culled,  extends  in  length  along  each  side  uf  this  creek  aboiti 
10  miles,  being  from  3  to  5  miles  in  widtli. 
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ORLEANS  COUNTY. 

OsLEANa  coiTNTT  was  taken  from  Genesee  in  1824.  Itis24[ni]eilong 
E.  and  W.,  and  18  miles  broad  N.  and  S.  It  is  centrally  distant  from 
Albany  257,  and  from  New  York  302  miles.  The  summit  of  the 
mountain  ridge  extends  across  the  county  at  an  elevation  of  about 
340  feet  above  Lake  Ontario.  Parallel  with  this,  on  the  alluvial  way, 
runs  the  ridge  road.  With  these  exceptions,  the  face  of  the  couat^ 
is  generally  level.  The  soil,  mostly  clay  and  argillaceous  loam,  is 
hi^y  fertile.  Grain  is  raised  in  considerable  quantities.  The  Erie 
canal  passes  centrally  through  the  county.  The  whole  county  was 
included  in  the  grant  to  Massachusetts.  The  towns  of  Barre,  Carl- 
t(»i,  Gaines,  Ridgeway,  Shelby,  and  Yates,  belonged  to  the  Holland 
Land  Company ;  whilst  Murray,  Clarendon,  and  Kendall,  beloved 
to  the  Pulteney  estate.  The  county  was  chiefly  settled  by  New  Eng- 
laoders,  and  is  divided  into  9  towns.     Pop.  34,905. 


View  of  the  public  bttildingt  in  AUnon. 

Baub,  taken  from  Gaines  in  1818 ;  from  Albany  260  miles.  AI- 
bi<Hi,  founded  in  1823  by  Nehemiah  Ingeraoll  and  George  Standait, 
Jr.,  the  county  seat  of  justice,  incorporated  in  1828,  Les  near  the 
centre  of  the  county  upon  the  Erie  canal ;  from  Albany,  by  the  canal, 
SOS,  from  Rochester  85,  from  Buffalo  58,  from  Lockport  28  miles.  The 
annexed  view  was  taken  from  the  door  of  the  Baptist  church.  The 
£nt  building  on  the  right,  a  laree  brick  structure,  is  the  Albion  Fe- 
male Seminary  ;*  the  small  building  in  the  centre  of  the  engraving. 


*  Under  iho  chuiB  of  M n.  CaroUixi  A 


M  ud  Hia  Sophnoii  Pbippi,  jamap^  ud 
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is  the  county  clerk's  office.  The  building  with  a  cupola  is  the  court- 
house, and  the  one  partially  seen  in  the  rear,  the  jail.  There  are  ia 
the  village  1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Methodist  church,  the 
Orleans  county  bank,  2  weekly  newspaper  offices,  and  about  290 
dwellings,  many  of  them  large,  neat,  and  commodious.  The  siu^ 
rounding  country  abounds  in  ihiit.  South  Barre,  6  miles,  and  Barre 
Centre,  3  miles  S.  of  Albion,  are  both  small  villages.     Pop.  5,409. 

Carlton,  originally  named  Oak  Orchard,  and  taken  finom  Gkunei 
and  Kidgeway  in  1822 ;  from  Albany  265,  from  Albion  centrallv  dis- 
tant N.  8  miles.  Carlton  is  a  small  post  village,  and  West  Carlton  a 
post-office.     Pop.  2,242. 

Clarendon,  taken  from  Sweden  in  1821 ;  fr^m  Albany  251  mileiL 
Clarendon  is  a  small  village  0  miles  SE.  from  Albion.  -    Pop.  2,961. 

Gaines,  taken  from  Ridgeway  in  1816;  bounds  since  altered ;  from 
Albany  260  miles.  Pop.  2,431.  Gaines,  3  miles  NW.  from  AlfaioB» 
incorporated  in  1832,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Eaffle  Harbor,  8  nilei 
west  of  Albion,  and  Gaines  Basin,  H  miles  north,  both  on  the  caiial» 
are  small  villages.  Fairhaven  is  2i  miles  north  of  Albkm.  West 
Gaines  is  a  post-office. 

Kendall,  the  N£.  comer  town,  was  recently  formed  from  Murny ; 
centrally  distant  NE.  from  Albion  10  miles.    Pop.  1,682. 

Murray,  taken  from  Gates  in  1808 ;  frx>m  Albany  245  miles.  Popi 
2,678.  Holley,  1 0  miles  east  of  Albion  and  25  west  of  Rochester, 
was  founded  in  1823  by  Elisha  Johnson.  It  has  about  850  inhabitaiita 
A  short  distance  east  of  the  village  is  the  Holley  embankment,  ods 
of  the  greatest  on  the  Erie  canal,  elevated  76  feet  above  the  creek 
North  Murray,  Scio,  and  Sandy  Creek,  are  small  villages. 

Ridgeway,  taken  from  Batavia  in  1812 ;  bounds  since  much  alter- 
ed ;  from  Albany  267  miles.  Pop.  3,257.  Medina,  situated  in  a 
flourishing  country  on  the  canal,  incorporated  in  1832,  10  miles  weft 
of  Albion,  is  a  thriving  place.  There  are  here  1  Baptist,  1  Metho- 
dist, 1  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  and  1  Catholic  church,  and  about 
1,000  inhabitants.  A  railroad  connects  this  place  with  Richfield, 
12  miles  distant  Kjiowlesville  village,  on  the  canal,  6  miles  west  of 
Albion,  has  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Baptist  church,  and 
about  80  or  100  dwellings.  Oak  Orchard,  9  miles  NW.  from  Albioiii 
and  Ridgeway  Comers,  13  miles  NW.  from  Albion,  are  small  viUaces. 

Shelby,  taken  from  Ridgeway  in  1818 ;  frt>m  Albany  260  i^e& 
Eilicott's  Mills,  13  miles  SE.,  Shelby's  Basin,  on  the  canal  13  miles  W., 
and  Millville,  10  miles  SW.  from  Albion,  are  small  villages.  Popi 
2,697. 

Yates,  originally  named  Northton,  and  taken  fit)m  Ridgeway  in 
1822 ;  from  Albany  270  miles.  Lindon,  14  miles  NW.  from  Albiom 
and  Yates  Centre,  are  small  villages.    Pop.  2,248. 
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OSWEGO  COUNTY. 

Obwbgo  oountt  was  taken  from  Oneida  and  Onondaga  counties  in 
1816  ;  centrally  distant  from  New  York  NW.  295,  and  from  Albany 
150  miles.  Greatest  length  £.  and  W.  37  miles,  greatest  breadth  N.  and 
S.  30  miles.  The  surface  is  level  upon  the  west,  south,  and  southeast ; 
in  the  interior  rolling,  and  in  the  north  rising  into  hills.  The  soil 
generally  is  of  a  medium  quality,  some  of  it  highly  fertile,  better 
adapted  to  grass  than  grain.  With  the  exception  of  the  Oswego 
river,  there  are  no  large  streams.  •*  The  towns  west  of  the  Oswego 
river  constituted  a  part  of  the  military  tract  The  towns  east  of 
the  river  constitute  a  part  of  •  Scriba's  patent'  These  lands  were 
originally  granted  to  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  of  New  York,  who  not 
<x>mplying  Mrith  the  terms  of  sale,  they  were  sold  to  George  Scriba, 
a  native  of  Germany,  and  at  that  time  a  merchant  in  New  York. 
The  town  of  Richland,  a  large  part  of  Volney,  about  one  half  of 
Scriba,  and  the  town  of  Vienna,  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  upon  a  sale 
of  part  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  interest  by  process  from  chancery,  were 

J 'ointly  purchased  by  Gen.  Alexander  Hamilton,  John  Lawrence,  and 
ofan  B.  Church."    The  county  has  20  towns.    Pop.  43,820. 

AiMONf  taken  frx>m  Richland  in  1825 ;  from  Albany  150,  centrally 
distant  frx>m  Pulaski  SE.  8  miles.  Sandbank,  Salmon,  and  Spruce 
are  post-offices.    Pop.  1,499. 

Amboy,  taken  from  Williamstown  in  1830 ;  from  Albany  180,  from 
Pulaski  centrally  distant  SE.  22  miles.  Amboy  is  a  small  post  vil- 
lage.   Pop.  IfiM. 

0OTUBTON,  taken  from  Orwell  in  1828 ;  from  Albany  140,  from 
Pulaski  NE.  10  miles.  Pop.  481.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  is 
still  covered  with  a  forest 

CoirsTANTiA,  taken  from  Mexieo  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  145  miles. 
Pop.  1,494.  Constantia  or  Rotterdam,  on  the  Oneida  lake,  36  miles 
S.  fitnn  Oswego,  has  about  30  dwelliims.  Here  is  one  of  the  most 
extensive  iron  foundries  in  the  state.  Cleaveland  village  has  about 
36  dwellings. 

Geanbt,  taken  frcmi  Hannibal  in  1818 ;  from  Albany  W.  158,  cen- 
trally distant  from  Oswego  S.  12  miles.  Pop.  2,386.  Phillips  vil- 
lase  is  a  small  settlement  on  the  Osweco  river  at  the  Oswego  Falls, 
-which  are  800  feet  in  width,  and  can  De  made  to  furnish  great  hy- 
draulic power.    Six  Mile  Creek  is  a  post-office. 

Haniobal,  originally  taken  from  jLysander  as  part  of  Onondaga 
county  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  168  miles.  Pop.  2,275.  Hannibal- 
▼ille,  11  miles  S.  of  Oswego,  and  Kinney's  Comers,  6  miles  from  Os- 
-wego,  are  small  villages. 

Hastings,  taken  fr^m  Constantia  in  1825 ;  from  Albany  150,  cen- 
trally distant  from  Pulaski  S.  17  miles.  Pop.  1,989.  Opposite  to 
Brewerton  viDage,  at  the  head  of  Oneida  river,  are  the  remains  of  Fort 
Brewerton.    Central  Square  and  Hastings  are  post-offices. 
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Mexico,  originally  taken  from  Whitestown,  and  organized  as  put 
of  Herkimer  county  in  1792 ;  from  Albany  154  miles.  Pop.  8,799. 
Mexico  village,  10  miles  S.  from  Pulaski,  16  from  Oswego,  has  about 
70  or  80  dwellings,  and  an  academy — 1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist  and 
1  Methodist  church.  Prattsville  9  miles,  Colosse  10»  and  Union 
Square  8  from  Pulaski,  are  small  settlements. 

New  Haven,  taken  from  Mexico  in  1813 ;  from  Albany  157  mile& 
Pop.  1,735.  New  Haven,  10  miles  E.  from  Oswego*  and  12  SW. 
from  Pulaski,  has  about  20  dwellings.     Butterfly  is  a  postoffice. 

Orwell,  taken  from  Richland  in  1817 ;  from  Albany  189,  and  from 
Pulaski  centrally  distant  E.  9  miles.  Pop.  809.  The  falls  of  the 
Salmon  river  here  arc  107  feet  perpendicular,  and  with  a  width  during 
freshets  of  250  feet.  Above  them  the  rocky  banks  rise  80  feet — be- 
low, 200  above  the  water. 

Oswego  was  taken  from  Hannibal  in  1818.  It  has  a  level  surface 
and  a  soil  of  sandy  loam.  Pop.  4,673.  Oswego  villaee,  post  and 
half-shire  town,  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  Oswego- district,  is  45 
miles  W.  from  Sacketts  harbor,  60  from  Kingston,  Ijpper  Canada, 
60  from  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  140  from  the  mouth  of  Niagara 
river,  and  150  from  Toronto  m  a  straight  line,  and  88  from  S}Tacuse 
on  the  Erie  canal.  The  village  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  Oswego  river, 
with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  brid^  700  feet  in  length.  The  por- 
tion on  the  eastern  side  is  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Scriba. 
The  facilities  which  its  situation  ^ves  for  commerce  and  manufiicturcs 
are  great,  commanding  the  markets  of  the  lakes  and  the  St  Law- 
rence river,  and  connected  with  the  interior  of  the  state  by  the 
Oswego  and  Erie  canals.  The  water-power  afforded  by  the  canal* 
and  river  is  very  extensive,  and  upon  them  are  many  large  manufac- 
turing establishments.  The  harbor  is  formed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  by  a  pier  of  wood,  30  feet  broad,  filled  with  stone,  and  built  by  the 
general  government,  extending  on  the  west  side  1,250  feet,  and  on  the 
east  250,  between  which  there  is  an  opening  for  vessels.  Within 
the  pier  the  water  is  from  10  to  20  feet  deep.  The  cost  of  this  work 
was  893,000.  There  is  here  an  excellent  marine  railway  constructed 
at  considerable  expense.  The  village  is  laid  out  on  streets  100  feet 
wide,  ruiming  at  right  ancles.  The  courthouse  is  of  wood,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  There  is  also  1  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal, 
1  Methodist,  1  Baptist,  1  Congregationalist,  and  1  Catholic  church, 
an  incorporated  academy,  the  Buik  of  Oswego,  capital  8150,000, 
the  Commercial  Bank  of  Oswego,  incorporated  in  1836,  capital 
•150,000,  and  about  600  dwellings. 

*  **  About  thrco  qutrtera  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  ww  a  npid,  on  which  ihe 
■tate  has  erected  a  feeder  dam  aoiren  and  half  feet  high  for  supplying  the  canal  with  wtter. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  stream,  the  Oswego  Canal  Company,  punoant  to  agreement  wi^ 
the  commonwealth,  have  a  right  to  the  full  use  of  the  waten  of  the  river  fiom  the  cansl, 
and  have,  by  a  subsidiary  caual,  conducted  them  to  the  village,  where  they  have  a  £iU  of 
nineteen  feet  Mr.  Abraham  Varick  has  constructed  on  the  west  side,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  John  McNair,  civil  engineer,  (1835,)  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  a  wall  eighteen  free 
high,  forming  a  canal  along  the  bank  seven  feet  deep,  sizty.two  ieet  wide,  at  an  cstinatsd 
cost  of  $75,000,  giving  nlso  a  &U  of  nineteen  feet  al  the  viUije,''— tfardba'e  Ga*. 
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"  The  fort  here  was  of  great  military  importance  during  the  colonial 
wars.  A  factory  was  established  by  the  New  York  government  in 
1722 ;  and  a  fort  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  in  1727,  and 
enlarged  in  1755 ;  which,  with  Fort  Ontario,  built  on  an  eminence  on 
the  east  in  the  latter  year,  were  on  the  14th  of  August,  1756,  reduced 
by  the  French,  under  G«a.  Montcalm."  The  following  account  of 
the  investment  and  surrender  of  these  forts  is  taken  from  the  26th 
number  of  the  London  Magazine,  for  the  year  1757. 

**  The  works  at  Oswego  at  this  time  consisted  of  three  forts— viz,  the  old  fort  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  two  forts  on  the  east  side,  situated  on  two  eminences,  which  latter 
were  commenced  the  year  preyious,  and  were  in  an  unfinished  state.  These  works  were 
Tery  weak,  and  the  walls  of  insufficient  strength  to  resist  heavy  artillery.  The  English 
relied  for  a  defence  upon  having  a  superior  naval  force  upon  the  lake.  Unfortunately,  the 
naval  armament  at  that  time  fitting  out  was  incomplete.  On  the  6th  of  August,  Colonel 
Mercer,  conunanding  officer  of  the  gainson,  which  consisted  of  about  1,600  men,  having 
received  intelligence  of  a  laige  encampment  of  French  and  Indians  about  twelve  miles 
distant,  despatched  a  schooner  with  an  account  of  it  to  Capt.  Broadley,  who  was  then  on  a 
cruise  with  a  large  brigantine  and  two  sloops,  at  the  same  time  desiring  him  to  safl  as  fiur 
eastward  as  he  could,  and  to  endeavor  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  French  on  the  lake. 
Tlie  next  day  a  violent  gale  of  wind  drove  the  brigantine  ashore  while  attempting  to  get 
into  the  harbor.  The  French  seised  this  opportunity  to  transport  their  heavy  cannon  within^ 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort,  which  he  would  not  have  been  enabled  to  have  done  had  it 
not  been  for  this  disaster.  On  die  morning  of  the  11th,  some  canoes  were  seen  to  the 
eestward,  and  the  sehoooer  was  sent  out  to  make  a  discovery  of  what  they  were ;  ahe  was 
ecarce  half  a  mile  distant  before  the  luristed  a  jack  at  mast  bead,  fired  a  gun  to  leeward, 
and  stood  in  again  for  the  harbor,  and  brought  intelligence  that  they  had  discovered  a  very 
large  encampment,  dose  round  the  opposite  point ;  on  which  the  two  sloops,  (the  large 
brigantine  being  sdll  on  shore,)  were  sent  out  with  orders  if  possible  to  annoy  the  enemy. 
They  proceeded  to  within  gmushot  of  die  enemy's  camp,  when  they  were  fired  upon  from 
a  battery  of  four  twelve  pounders.  This  fire  was  briskly  returned  firom  both  vessels,  but  to 
no  purpose,  as  their  shot  feU  short  of  the  shore,  and  the  enemy's  cannon  being  large  and 
weU  managed,  hulled  the  vessels  almost  every  shot  After  firing  several  broadsides  the 
vessels  returned. 

**  The  same  day  the  French  invested  the  place  with  about  39  piecea  of  cannon,  firom  19 
to  18  pounders,  besides  several  large  brass  mortars  and  hoyets,  (among  which  artillery  was 
included  that  taken  from  Gen.  Braddock,)  and  about  5,000  men.  AU>ttt  noon  they  began 
the  attack  of  Fort  Ontario  with  small-anns,  which  was  briskly  returned  with  smaU-anns 
and  8  cannon  of  that  fort,  and  shells  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  garnson  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  was  this  day  employed  in  repairing  the  battery  on  the  south  side 
of  the  old  fort.  That  niglrt  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  approaching  Fort  Ontario,  and 
bringing  up  their  cannon  against  it  Gto  the  19th,  the  enemy  renewed  their  fire  of  small, 
arms  on  Fort  Ontario,  which  was  briddy  returned.  The  garrison  on  the  west  side  were 
employed  as  the  day  previous. 

**  The  French  on  the  eart  side  contumed  dieir  approachea  to  Fort  Ontario.  Notwith. 
standing  the  eontiniied  fire  upon  the  enemy  and  the  death  of  their  chief  engineer,  by  10 
o'clock  next  morning  they  opened  a  battery  of  cannon  widiin  60  yards  of  the  f<Mt.  At  19 
o'clock.  Col.  Mercer  sent  the  garrison  word  to  destroy  their  cannon,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
visions,  and  to  evacuate  the  fort  About  3  P.  M.,  the  garrison,  consisting  of  about  370  men, 
effected  their  retreat  to  the  west  side  of  the  river  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  and  were  em. 
ployed  on  the  night  of  the  19th  in  completing  the  works  at  the  fort  at  the  Weat  hill.  On 
this  night  as  well  as  the  night  bdfore,  parties  of  the  enemjr^  irregulars  made  several  unsuc- 
cessfiil  attempts  to  surprise  the  advancisd  guards  and  sentries  on  tl^  west  side  of  the  river. 
On  the  night  of  the  13th,  the  enemy  were  employed  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  in  bringiog 
up  their  cannon  and  raising  a  battwy  against  the  old  fort  A  constant  fire  was  kept  upon 
them  from  the  west  side.  The  cannon  which  most  annoyed  the  enemy  were  four  piecea, 
which  were  reveiied  on  the  platibim  of  an  earthen  work  which  aunounded  the  old  fort, 
•nd  which  was  entirely  enfiladed  by  the  enemy^  battenr  on  the  opposite  shore.  In  this 
situadon,  widumt  the  least  cover,  die  tndn,  assisted  bja  detachment  of  50  of  Shirley^  rqgU 
ment,  behaved  remarkably  well.  At  daybreak,  die  14th,  the  Engliah  renewed  the  fire  of 
their  cannon  on  that  part  of  the  above  where  they  had  the  evening  previous  observed  di^ 
WMMiy  ereeliBf  t  baltMy.    TIhb  wis  vMBiisd  froiB  t  battaiy  of  tea  19  ptmnd&n,    AlN# 


9  A. M^  9,500  of  (ha  enemy  cnaMd  the  rivar  in  du«e  cohmm.  Atd»  tuaalitAU 
Hercei  wu  killsd  by  ■  diinoii  ban.  About  10  o'clock,  Ae  enemy  hai  in  reitoBi abl 
tet7  of  iDortan.  AH  ihe  pUcM  of  defence  were  eiibet  anlUded  or  ndnad  by  IheoaMi 
Bre  of  Ihe  enemy**  cannoa  ;  3,500  French  and  Indiaos  vara  in  iba  rew  of  llw  wotk*  ml 
to  Morm,  and  2,000  regulara  were  ready  to  land  in  front  nnder  ctmr  of  diell  caopoo.  J 
ihii  juncture.  Col.  LitllehaJca,  upon  whom  the  command  now  devdred,  called  ■  ea«Dti  i 
war,  who  were,  with  the  enginaen,  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  wdtfca  were  d»  kip 
tenable,  end  thai  it  waa  by  no  meuu  prudent  to  riik  a  nonn  with  aoch  tiiMii|nal  — ■>■ 
The  '  cAjmJi'  waa  accordingly  ordered  to  be  beat.  The  aoldieia  throaghont  ifaa  ail 
■bowed  great  bravely,  and  it  waa  with  difficulty  that  they  could  now  be  lealialnfl  fren  M 
tinuing  ibelr  risisiance.  On  beating  the  '  cionuile,*  the  firing  ceaaed  on  bodiBdn,^ 
two  officers  were  aent  la  the  French  general,  to  know  upon  what  tenna  he  woald  aeeiflt 
Murender.  Upon  which  Montcalm  replied,  that  the  Engliah  were  an  enemy  be  itnnimi' 
that  none  but  a  brave  nation  would  have  thought  of  detending  so  weak  a  place  ao  1m( 
agwnat  such  a  atrong  train  of  artillery  and  auperiot  nnmbeia;  that  they  mighl  expect  >lit 
aver  terms  were  conaialenl  with  the  aerrice  of  Hie  Moet  Chrialian  Mqjeaty ;  ha  aecocdal^ 
aent  the  following  propoaala,  viz: — 

» '  The  Marquii  of  Monealm,  army  and  field  manha],  cammaiider.iD.chief  of  Ha  lb* 
Chriatian  Majeaiy^a  Oooft,  is  ready  to  receive  a  capitulation  upon  the  moat  hmotaMe  e» 
dition^  lurrendeiing  to  him  all  the  forts.  They  alwll  be  ahown  all  the  regaid  the  polkal 
nadons  can  show ;  I  send  an  aid.de.CBmp  on  rny  part — vii.  Mom.  Da  BoogeinTille,  Oftit 
of  drsgoona  ;  (hey  need  only  send  the  capitulation  to  he  signed ;  I  mjoira  an  aixrs  if 
noon  1  I  have  kept  Mi.  Drake  lor  an  hoaisge.  MonrcauL 

"•Aug.li.nse."' 

"The  terms  required  by  the  English  were  honorably  grantetL 
The  victors  immediately  dismantled  me  forts  and  carried  off  the  gv- 
risoD,  121  pieces  of  camion,  14  mortars,  great  quantities  of  ammmi- 
tion  and  warlike  stores,  two  sloops  of  war,  and  200  boats  and  bt^ 
teaux." 


West  view  of  Fort  Oswego. 

The  following  is  the  American  official  account  of  the  attack  upoa 
this  place  during  the  late  war,  taken  from  a  newspaper  publisbed  at 
the  time.  Copy  of  p.  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  Brown  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  dated 

*>  R.  Q..  SKirtU  Hartar,  Ukf  U,  ISli. 
"  Sni, — Eocloaed  is  an  abatraei  &an  the  report  of  lieaL  Col.  MitcbeD,  <d  ik  afifr  si 
Oswego,  Being  welt  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  colonel  ezecuMd  my  iiiiiwa. 
and  with  the  evidenee  given  of  steady  discipline  and  gallant  eondnct  on  itw  part  of  As 
Uoofm,  I  have  noticed  them  in  the  genera]  order,  a  ctuiy  of  which  is  enclt^ — 7W  Ma- 
ny^ object  was  (ha  nsTal  and  nitiiary  stnea  depo«tad  at  Iha  bib,  10  mIh  hi  the  nm  of 


IhifiHt.    nflM  WON  piotMttd.    The ttorat  at  tlw  fiirt and Yflb^a WOTB Bdt iiBpoftaau 
I  m,  Ae.  Jacob  Bbowv,  3r«.  G^ 

^Okl  Saenimy  mi  WmrJ* 

**  Rgrota^ — ^I  infbnned  yoo  of  mj  arrival  at  Fort  Oswego  on  the  90th  ult  TTua  poit 
JWpf  bnt  oceanonally  and  not  recently  occupied  by  regular  troops,  was  in  a  bad  atate  of 
Menoe.  Of  cannon,  we  had  bat  fire  old  guns,  three  oi  which  had  lost  their  trunnions. 
What  coold  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  waa  effected— new  platforms  were  laid,  the  gun 
asniages  put  in  order,  and  decayed  pickets  replaced.  On  the  5th  inst.  the  British  naval 
Ibfee,  ooBsisting  of  4  large  ships,  3  bnge,  and  a  number  of  gun  and  other  boats  were  descried 
at  reveille — beating  about  7  mUes  from  the  fort.  Information  was  immediately  given  to 
O^iL  Woolsey  of  the  navy  (who  was  at  Oswego  village)  and  to  the  neighboring  militia.  It 
hsing  doubtful  on  what  side  of  the  river  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  luid,  and  my  force 
(M)  effectives)  being  too  small  to  bear  division,  I  ordered  the  tents  in  store  to  be  pitched 
an  the  village  side,  while  I  occupied  the  other  with  my  whole  force.  It  is  probable  that 
Ais  artifice  had  its  effect  and  determined  the  enemy  to  attack  where  from  appearances  they 
opec^ed  the  least  opposition.  About  1  o'clock,  the  fleet  approached.  Fifteen  boats,  large 
wad  crowded  with  troops,  at  a  given  signal  moved  slowly  to  the  shove.  These  were  pre- 
ceded  by  gan.boats  sent  to  rake  the  woods  and  cover  the  landing,  while  the  larger  vessels 
apsoed  a  fire  upon  the  fort.  Capt.  Boyle  and  Lieut.  Legate,  (so  soon  as  the  debarking 
hesta  got  within  the  range  of  our  shot,)  opened  upon  them  a  very  anccessful  Bn  from  the 
ikon  battery,  and  compelled  them  twice  to  retire.  They  at  length  returned  to  the  ships, 
•ad  the  whole  stood  off*  from  the  shore  for  better  anchorage.  One  of  die  enemy's  boata 
which  had  been  deeerted,  wss  taken  up  by  ns,  and  some  others  by  dbe  militia.  The  firat 
■aationed  waa  60  foet  long,  and  carried  36  oars  and  3  saik,  and  eoold  aceommodate  150 
■SB.  She  had  received  a  ball  through  her  bow,  and  was  neariy  filled  with  water. — ^Piqaet 
gnrds  were  stationed  at  different  points,  as  we  lay  on  our  arms  during  the  nighL — At  day- 
oreak  on  the  6th,  the  fleet  appeared  bearing  up  under  essy  sail.  The  WoJife,  &c.,  took  a 
portion  direcdy  sgainst  the  fort  and  batteries,  and  for  3  hours  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of 
giape,  dtc  Findi^  that  the  enemy  had  effected  a  landing,  I  withdrew  my  small  diq>oaa. 
ble  force  into  the  rear  of  the  fort,  and  with  two  companies  (Romajme's  and  Meivin's)  met 
dieir  advancing  columns,  while  the  other  companies  engaged  the  flanks  of  the  enemy, 
lient.  Fearce  of  the  navy,  and  some  seamen,  joined  in  the  attack,  and  fought  with  thor 
characteristic  bravery.  We  maintained  our  ground  about  30  minutes,  and  as  long  as  con- 
wted  with  my  further  duty  of  defending  the  public  stores  deposited  at  the  (alls,  which  no 
doubt  formed  the  principal  oliiject  of  the  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Nor. was  this 
movement  made  precipitately.  I  halted  within  400  yards  of  the  fort.  Capt  Roma]me*a 
eoaqntiy  fiinned  the  rear-guard,  and  remaining  with  it,  I  marched  to  this  place  in  good 
Older,  deetroying  the  bridges  in  my  rear.  The  enemy  landed  600  of  De  Wattevillea  regi- 
Bsat,  600  nurinea,  two  companies  of  the  Glengaiy  corpa,  and  350  seamen^— ^en.  Drum. 
■s«d  and  Com.  Too,  were  the  land  and  naval  comnwnderk  They  bunwd  the  old  bar- 
tHka  aad  ef«cpated  the  fort  about  3  o'clock  in  the  momiag  of  the  7th^^Hir  loss  in  killed 
is  1^  in  wiNUMlad  88,  and  in  missing  25.  That  of  the  enemy  is  much  greater.  DeMnrters 
Mlviteai  of  ovn  taken  prisoners  and  afterward  released,  state  tbw  kiDed  at  64,  and 
nfpeAsi  in  ptuporton— among  these  are  several  land  and  naval  officen  of  merit* — ^I  can- 
Bst  clow  Alt  despatfh  widbout  speaking  of  the  dead  and  ffie  Uviqg  of  ray  detachment. 
UsiiL  Bbnsj,  a  yoang  man  of  much  promise,  was  ui^fortiuiatdy  killed.  Ifis  conduct  waa 
h^hly  meritoriona.  Capt  Boyle  and  Lieut  Legate  merit  my  highest  approbation,  and 
indeed  I  want  language  to  eitpress  my  admiration  of  tbepr  gsllant  conduct  The  subalterns, 
ILComb,  Ansart,  fiSng,  Robb,  &wl,  McClintock,  and  Newkirk,  performed  well  their 
ssversl  parts^ — ^It  would  be  iqjnatice  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  and  report  the  seal  and 
patriotism  evinced  by  the  nulitia,  who  arrived  at  short  notice,  and  were  anxious  to  be 
vefid. 

•«  H.  Q^  SteUiU  Hmhat,  19  JMoy,  1814. 

«•  GiHiBAL  oums. — ^Bfi^.  Gen.  Brown  hsa  the  satisfiietion  of  aimoondog  to  the  troopo 
sf  his  divisioov  that  the  detachment  under  the  command  of  Lient  Cd.  BCitohell  of  the  cofpo 


•  Commodore  Channcey,  in  a  letter  about  this  date  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
"The  enemy  has  paki  deariy  for  the  little  booty  he  obtained  at  Oswego.  Fhnn  the  beat 
lifianisliiMi  which  I  can  collect,  both  from  deserters  and  my  agenta,  the  enemy  lost  70 
Man  killed,  and  165  wounded,  drowned  and  missing--in  all  S35 ;  neariy  as  many  aa  wen 
spposnd  to  them.  Capt  Mulcaster  is  certainly  mortally  wounded »  a  captain  of  mirinaa 
kttod,  aad  a  ■ooibar  of  other  officen  killed  and  womdod." 
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at  milkiTi  !»*>  hftbiebgiSltttt  and  highljr  militur  canduel  oa  thaSAand  M  iDMi,pBMt 
■  nune  m  ■mia  wonhy  of  the  iiBlioii  Ihey  lerve  and  the  uuH  the;  nipport.  F<r  naa^ 
two  d«ya  ibey  munlaiasd  an  unequal  conceal  agaion  lea  timai  tbeir  nnmber,  aul  bal 
fielded  ibeir  poat  when  iba  intereal  of  theii  countij  made  that  meaaiire  nece^oir.  IV 
compKuiea  compoaiag  Ifaia  gallant  delachmenl  wen  Bofley  Romarne's,  Hclnlinl^  aal 
Pierca'a,  <rf'tbe  beavy  aitillery,  and  a  few  aeomen  under  tbe  commaod  of  LieuL  Peamil 
die  navy, — in  all  lea  than  tkrtt  hundrtd  men.  "niB  enemy^  force  by  lend  mod  water  A. 
eeeded  tine  lioutand  mn." 

The  faUowing  additional  paniculaia  are  froia  Thomaoa'*  HiMt»y  of  the  t^te  Wu.— "Ol 
the  moming  of  the  Tih,  the  enemr  fading  thai  the  object  of  the  expedition,  though  praa- 
cuted  with  a  force,  iacluding  the  ahip'a  crew,  of  3,000  men,  had  oot  beea  achieved,  enca. 
■ted  the  place  after  filing  the  barracke,  apiking  some  and  canying  off  olhera  of  the  giiw  - 
On  the  9tb,  they  returned  to  Oawego,  and  eent'a  flag  into  tbe  lillage,  infonning  ilte  inhabt. 
luiU  of  their  inienlioQ  of  landing  >  laige  force,  to  proceed  to  the  &tta  for  the  eiecuiioB  d 
their  uiiginal  plan ;  but  on  being  aaaured  by  the  people  that  the  elOTea  had  been  rentinW 
bom  that  place,  and  that  the  coDimunication  waa  cut  off  by  the  deMiuction  (4  the  Uidga^ 
they  quitted  Oawego  and  atood  for  KingaloQ." 

Palermo,  taken  from  Volney  in  IS32 ;  from  Oswego  ceatrally  dii- 
tant  SE.  14  miles.     Pop.  1,928.     Paiermo  is  a  small  post  village. 

pAKtsH,  taken  from  Mexico  in  1828 ;  NW.  from  Aloany  149,  from 
Pulaski  centrally  distant  S.  12  miles.     Pop.  1,543. 

Redfibui,  taken  from  Mexico  in  1800;  from  Pulaski  ceotnHy 
distant  E.  15  miles.  Redlield  village  is  in  the  southern  part.  Pofk 
B07. 


View  of  Pulaski. 

Richland,  taken  from  Williamstown  in  1807 ;  NW.  from  Albany 
153  miles.  Pop.  4,046.  Pulaski  village,  half-shire  town,  was  incor- 
porated in  1833.  Centrally  situated  on  Salmon  river,  4  miles  from 
lU  confluence  with  Lake  Ontario,  36  N.  of  Salina,  and  60  from  Utica. 
The  river  at  this  place  affords  considerable  water-power,  on  which 
are  a  number  of  grist  and  saw  mills,  and  several  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments. There  are  about  80  dwellings,  a  number  of  churches, 
a  courthouse  and  prison.  The  spires  or  cupolas  of  the  courthouse,  the 
Fresbvtcrian  and  Baptist  churches,  and  the  academy,  are  seco  on  the 
left  of  the  annexed  engraving. 

Sandy  Cxixe,  taken  from  Richland  in  1835;  fiXHn  Albany  ISI 


OTSEGO    COUNTY.  430 

miles.    WashingtonviIle»  6  miles  N.  of  Pulaski,  is  a  small  village. 
Pop.  2,431. 

ScHROEPPEL,  taken  from  Volney  in  1832;  from  Oswego  centrally 
distant  SE.  21  miles.  Phoenix,  about  18  miles  from  Oswego,  is  a 
thriving  village  recently  built,  having  2  churches  and  about  50  dwell- 
ings, on  the  Oswego  river  and  canal.  Rosevelt  is  a  post-office.  Pop. 
2,198. 

ScRiBA,  taken  from  Fredricksbiu*g,  the  original  name  of  Volney,  in 
1811 ;  from  Albany  167  miles.  Pop.  4,051.  That  part  of  Oswego 
village  which  lies  on  the  right  or  NE.  bank  of  the  Oswego  river  is  in 
this  town,  and  is  called  East  Oswego. 

Volney,  taken  from  Mexico  in  1806,  by  the  name  of  Fredricks- 
burg;  from  Albany  160  miles.  Pop.  3,154.  Fulton,  incorporated 
in  1835,  is  a  flourishing  place  at  the  Oswego  Falls,  10  miles  from 
Oswego.  It  has  4  churches,  an  academy,  about  200  dwellings, 
and  1,400  inhabitants.  The  centre  of  the  village  is  half  a  mile  be- 
low, or  north  of  the  Oswego  Falls,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Oswego 
river,  at  a  point  where  a  dam  is  constructed  for  the  use  of  the  Oswego 
canal.  The  village  limits  extend  above  the  falls,  and  include  the 
state  reservation,  which  has  been  laid  out  as  a  village  and  partly  sold, 
called  "  Oswego  Falls."  The  water-power  is  extensive  and  can  be 
used  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  the  dam,  and  also  at  the  natural 
falls.    The  fall  is  about  12  feet  at  each  place. 

WiLLiAMSTowN,  taken  from  Mexico  in  1804 ;  from  Albany  137. 
centrally  distant  from  Oswego  E.  31  miles.  Williamstown  is  a  small 
post  village.    Pop.  830.    Tne  greater  part  of  the  town  is  unsettled. 


OTSEGO  COUNTY. 

Otsego  county  was  taken  from  Montgomery  in  1791.  Centrally 
distant  fix)m  New  York  city  NW.  200,  and  from  Albany  W.  66 
smiles.  Its  form  is  very  irregular.  Greatest  length  N.  and  S.  about 
40 ;  greatest  breadth  E.  and  W.  35  miles. 

This  county  is  considerably  elevated,  though  there  are  no  distinct 
ranges  of  mountains  of  much  height.  A  larger  portion  of  the  soil 
of  Sie  county,  is  rich  and  productive.  A  large  amount  of  capital  is 
invested  in  agriculture  and  manufactures.  The  Susquehannah  river, 
rising  in  the  Otsego  lake,  flows  southerly  to  the  bounds  of  the  coun- 
ty ;  then  turning  southwesterly,  forms  a  part  of  the  southern  bounda- 
ry. The  UnadUla  bounds  the  county  on  the  west  Otsego  lake,  9 
miles  long  and  from  1  to  3  wide,  and  Schuyler's  lake,  5  miles  long 
and  from  1  to  2  wide,  are  beautiful  sheets  of  water.  Portions  of  this 
county  were  settled  as  early  as  1739.  The  mass  of  the  settlers  were 
emigrants  from  the  eastern  states.  The  county  is  divided  into  22 
towns.    Pop.  49,403. 
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BuBLiNflTON,  taken  from  Otsego  in  1793;  from  Albany  78,  from 
Cooperstown  W.  12  miles,  Burlington  Flats,  BurlJDgton,  and  Wett 
Burlington,  are  post  villages ;  the  first  coutaina  about  30,  the  second 
S5,  and  the  last  16  or  20  dwellings.     Pop.  2,144. 

BuTTERvuTB,  taken  from  Unadilla  in  1796;  from  Albany  87  miles. 
Louisville  or  Butternuts,  and  Gilbcrtsville,  each  30  milca  SW.  from 
Cooperstown,  are  small  villages.  Maple  Grove  is  a  post-office; 
Pop.  4,017. 

Chebsv  Vai,i,ey.  so  called  by  the  first  settlers  from  its  abundance 
of  wild  cherries,  was  tkken  from  Canajoharie  in  1791.  Pop.  331S. 
Cherry  Valley  village,  upon  the  Cherry  Valley  creek,  incorporated 
in  1812,  lies  13  miles  NE.  from  Cooperstown,  13  S.  from  the  canal 
at  Canajoharie,  and  53  from  Albany.  The  following  view  was  taken 
from  the  residence  of  Joseph  Phelon,  Esq.    The  Presbyterian  church  ii 


Southvxil  view  of  Cherry  Valley. 

seen  on  the  left,  and  the  Episcopal  and  Methodist  churches  on  the 
right.  There  ia  here  a  bonk,  a  weekly  newspaper  office,  an  incor- 
porated academy,  and  about  130  dwellings.  The  following  interest-* 
mg  account  of  the  first  settlement  of  this  place  is  from  the  valuaUe 
work  of  Wm.  W.  Campbell,  Esq.,  entitled  "  Annals  of  Tryon  Coimty.' 

"  Mr.  Liiideiay,  hiving  obuincd  an  swignnient  from  Ihfl  three  olher  patenleea  to  huradT 
knd  Got.  Clark,  in  1T39  caiiied  the  patent  U)  be  ourveyed  and  lubdivided  into  Job.  uti 
choac  fur  hinuelf  the  hrca  ifterwiird  Bucceonvely  owned  by  Mr.  John  Walk  uid  Jadf* 
Hudson,  and  ^ve  to  it  the  name  of  lUndeaay'a  Buah.  In  Ibe  foiloKing  luimncr  be  ksi 
New  York  with  his  fanidy,  consisting  of  his  wile  and  father-in-law,  Mr.  CongrcTe,  a  Ilea. 
Umtnt  in  the  Britiab  atmy,  and  a  few  domealica,  and  Hilled  npoo  hia  faim.  Us  wm  ( 
Scotch  geotJeinatt  of  some  fortune  and  diaiinctian,  baling  held  K*eral  offictta  uBd«TgOTe»  , 
ment,  and  anticipated  much  pleasure  irom  a  residence  in  this  high  md  roUiiif  ciMttn, 
whoM  valleys,  and  hilla,  and  lakes,  would  constantly  reniind  him  of  the  wild  and  ramaoM 
■ceiMi7  of  his  native  land,  A  luxuriant  growth  of  beech  and  maple,  intenpiiraed  with  As 
wild  cherry,  eovcred'tiie  valley,  and  extended  tlotig  up  the  aidea  aS  iho  hilk,  wbc«  1^ 
were  crowned  with  ctuatera  of  evergreen  \  elk  and  deer  were  found  here  in  great  nuniboK 
■s  were  bean,  wolves,  beaver?,  and  fciiCB ,  it  was  a  fsvoiilc  huuiing  ground  of  th«  JIa- 
hawks,  who  creeled  their  cabins  aaar  autne  httJe  aptin^,  tod  bunisd  tl^ii  (ame  upoa  its 
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itttns.  Mr.  lindenf,  m  weD  n  tD  the  ewAf  tettlen,  found  it  hnportant  to  eultivata 
llMb  fiiendship ;  he  reeeived  them  into  his  honee,  and  treated  them  with  such  hcspitidity  at 
circumstances  would  permit :  this  kindness  was  not  lost  upon  the  higluniinded  savages,  one 
of  whom  gave  proof  of  no  ordinary  friendship  during  the  fint  winter  after  his  removal  to 
JAudeny'B  Bush.  Whatever  of  happiness  and  independence  ACr.  Lindesay  may  have  looked 
forward  to,  he  knew  little  of  the  privations  of  the  settlers  of  a  new  country,  especially  such 
o  country  as  he  had  selected ;  his  farm  was  15  miles  from  any  settlement,  difficult  of  access 
from  that  settlement,  which  was  on  the  Mohawk  river,  by  reason  of  its  elevation  above  it ; 
and  the  intervening  country  was  travened  only  by  an  Indian  footpath. 

**  In  the  winter  of  1740,  the  snow  fell  to  a  great  depth ;  the  paths  were  filled  up ;  all 
eommunication  with  the  settlers  upon  the  Mohawk  was  stoppod ;  Mr.  Lindesay  had  not 
made  sufficient  preparation  for  such  a  winter ;  he  had  but  a  scanty  supply  of  provisions ; 
these  were  almost  consumed  long  before  spring :  a  wretched  and  lingering  death  was  in 
prospect  for  him  and  his  family.  At  this  critical  time,  an  Indian  came  to  his  house,  having 
travelled  ui>on  the  snow  with  snow^hoes ;  when  informed  of  their  situation,  he  readily 
undertook  to  relieve  them  ;  he  went  to  the  settlements  upon  the  Mohawk,  and  having  pro. 
cued  provisions,  returned  with  them  upon  his  back,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  win. 
ter,  this  faithful  child  of  the  forest  thus  continued  to  relieve  them,  and  thus  preserved  the 
fives  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  our  town  and  county. 

**  In  New  York,  Mr.  Lindesay  became  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  and 
prevailed  upon  him  to  visit  his  patent,  offering  him  a  tract  of  land  of  several  hundred  acres, 
OB  conditton  that  he  would  settle  upon  it,  and  would  use  his  influence  with  his  friends,  and 
psmude  them  to  accompany  him.  Pleased  with  the  situation,  and  the  generous  proprietor 
of  tbs  patent,  he  accepted  of  the  proposal;  he  was  an  Irishman  by  birth,  but  had  been 
aiacatod  in  Edinbuigh ;  had  spent  several  years  in  the  provincea,  having  travelled  over 
litat  of  thooo  at  the  south ;  and  at  the  time  of  his  fint  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Lindesay, 
itm  on  a  tour  tfarough  those  at  the  north.    He  went  to  Londonderry,  in  New  Hampshire, 

ftmltmi  of  his  eoontiymen  were  settled,  whom  he  perraaded  to  remove,  and  in  1741, 
RamMy,  William  Gallt,  James  Campbell,  William  Dickson,  and  one  or  two  others, 
tfaob  fiuniliei,  in  all  about  90  persons,  came  and  purchased  fiums,  and  immediately 
~  making  improvements  upon  them.  They  had  emigrated  fnmi  the  north  ciif 
ooTOial  yean  anterior  to  their  removal  here ;  some  of  them  were  originally  from 
iBolluid ;  they  were  caUed  Scotch  Irish— a  general  name  given  to  the  inhubiiants  of  the 
Midi  of  Iroland,  many  of  whom  are  of  Scotch  descent ;  hardy  and  industrious,  inured  to 
toil  firom  their  ii^faney,  they  were  well  calculated  to  sustain  the  labon  necesMty  in  clearing 
Iha  ibreot,  and  fitting  it  for  the  abode  of  civilized  man. 

**  The  following  circumstance  gave  rise  to  its  name.  Mr.  Dunlop,  engaged  in  writing 
some  letten,  inquired  of  Mr.  Lindesay  where  he  should  date  them,  who  prop<Med  the  name 
of  a  town  in  Scotland ;  Mr.  Dunlop,  pointing  to  some  fine  wild  cherry-trees,  and  to  the 
valley,  replied,  *  Let  us  give  our  place  an  appropriate  name,  and  call  it  Cherry  Valley,* 
which  was  reaidily  agreed  to ;  it  was  for  a  long  time  the  distinguishing  name  of  a  large 
section  of  country,  south  and  west.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  these  settlers,  measures  were 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a  grist-mill  and  saw.mill,  and  a  building  for  a  school-house  and 
church.  Mr.  Dunlop  left  Ireland  under  an  engagement  of  marriage  with  a  young  lady  of 
that  country,  and  having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for  his  future  residence  in  Cherry 
Valley,  returned  to  fulfil  it  This  engagement  was  conditional ;  if  he  did  not  return  in 
seven  years  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  it  ahould  be  optional  with  her  to  abide  by  or  put 
an  end  to  the  contract ;  the  time  had  almost  expired ;  the  had  heard  nothing  fipom  him  for 
some  time,  and  supposed  him  either  dead  or  un&ithfitl ;  another  ofiered,  was  accepted,  and 
the  day  appointed  for  the  marriage.  In  the  mean  time  ACr.  Dunlop  had  been  driven  off  the 
coast  of  Scotland  by  a  storm :  after  a  detention  of  several  days,  he  finally  made  port  in 
befamd,  and  hastening  on  his  journey,  arrived  the  day  previous ,  his  arrival  was  as  joyful 
m  it  was  unexpected ;  he  was  married,  and  returned  immediately  with  his  wife  to  Cherry 
Valley,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  the  fint  pastor  of  its  little  church.  A  log.house  had 
been  erected  to  the  north  of  Mr.  Lindesay^  on  the  declivity  of  the  fittle  hill  upon  which  his 
kmse  was  sitoated ;  where,  though  possessing  little  of  this  world's  wealth,  they  offered  up 
Ae  booiago  of  devout  and  grateful  hearts.  Most  of  the  adult  inhabitants  were  memben  of 
iho  church ;  the  clergyman  waa  to  receive  ten  shillings  on  the  hundred  acres  of  land ;  a 
more  pittance,  by  reason  of  the  small  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  he  lived  fiugally ;  they 
■ode  preoenta  to  him  of  the  productions  of  dien'  frrms,  which,  with  the  avails  of  his  own, 
aibrdcd  him  m  competent  support  In  these  eariy  daya,  an  excellent  stare  of  feeling  towards 
aoch  other  provailed ;  common  danger,  and  common  interest,  united  them.  In  their  wor. 
iiip  and  oboervances  they  were  very  strict.  During  the  ten  subsequent  yesrs,  not  more 
ifaioo  or  foor  fiunilies  fa«d  coma  into  the  settlonont.    Among  them  waa  BIr.  John 
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Welk,  gnndfiidiar  of  die  late  John  WeOe  of  New  Tofk  tatj.    He  abo  wm  an 

end  became  a  leeident  in  1743,  and  in  *44  purchaaed  die  nnn«  wluah  Hr.  Lindeaaj  had 

ielected  for  himaelf,  and  upon  which  he  reaided. 

**  Mr.  Lindeaay  waa  unacquainted  with  practical  finning,  and  hia  iifoperly  had  been  ok. 
pended  to  little  advantage ;  after  atruggling  several  yeaia,  he  waa  compelled  to  abandca 
hia  enterprise.  The  war  between  France  and  Great  Britain  had  been,  in  part,  tranafiBind 
to  America,  and  in  1744,  our  northern  frontier  waa  threatened  with  an  attack  by  the  fVeoch 
and  Indiana.  Reinforcements  were  ordered  to  Oswego,  and  among  them,  the  company  of 
Independent  Greens,  in  which  Mr.  Gongreve  waa  a  lieutenant ;  he  reaigned  hia  commisMn 
in  fiivor  of  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Lindeaay,  who,  having  spent  several  years  in  the  aenice, 
died  in  New  York,  leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Wells,  a  man  of  amiable  disposition,  and  of 
great  integrity,  before  there  was  any  officer  of  justice,  waa  frequently  appealed  to  aa  ths 
arbiter  of  any  little  difference ;  he  was  afterward  appointed  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  town,  and  one  of  the  judges  of  Tryon  county,  which  offices  he  continued  to  ezexdie 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  a  little  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution. 

**  Mr.  Dunlop,  having  received  a  classical  education,  opened  a  school  for  the  instruciioo 
of  boys,  who  came  from  the  settlements  upon  the  Mohawk,  and  from  Schenectady  and 
Albany.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  was  the  first  grammar  school  in  the  state  west 
of  Albany.  The  boys  were  received  into  his  house,  and  conatiiuted  a  part  of  his  family. 
The  extreme  simplicity  of  the  times  may  be  learned  from  the  fact,  that  they  often  went  into 
the  fields,  and  there  recited  their  lessons  aa  they  followed  their  inatructor  about,  while  en- 
gsged  in  hia  tisual  avocationa  upon  his  farm ;  several  individuals  along  the  Mohswk,  who 
were  afterward  conapicuoua  in  the  revolution,  thua  received  the  fiiat  rudimenta  of  their 
education.** 

On  the  11th  of  Nov.,  1778,  the  Indians  and  tories,  about  700  in 
number,  under  the  command  of  Joseph  Brant  and  Walter  Butier»  made 
a  descent  upon  this  beautiful  valley,  laid  the  settlement  in  ashes,  and 
massacred  32  of  the  inhabitants,  mostly  women  and  children.  During 
the  day  they  made  several  attacks  on  the  fort,  but  without  success. 
The  following  is  extracted  from  the  **  Annals  of  Tryon  county." 

**  The  inhabitants,  many  of  whom  had  lefl  in  the  summer,  in  consequence  of  the  repeated 
attacks  of  the  Indiana  upon  the  frontiers,  had  now  returned  to  their  homea,  thinking  the 
aeason  so  far  advanced,  that  no  danger  need  be  apprehended.  On  the  inf€»rmation  abote 
being  given  to  Col.  Alden,  they  requested  permission  to  remove  into  the  fort,  or  at  least  to 
deposit  their  most  valuable  property  there.  Both  requests  were  denied  by  Col.  Alden.  lie 
replied,  that  it  would  be  a  temptation  to  his  soldien  to  plunder ;  that  the  report  wna  probs. 
bly  unfounded ;  that  it  was  only  an  Indian  story,  and  that  he  would  keep  out  scouts,  who 
would  apprise  them  in  season  to  secure  themselves,  in  case  of  real  danger.  Scouts  wers 
accordingly  sent  out,  to  traverse  the  country  in  every  direction.  The  scout  sent  down  the 
Susquehannah  kindled  up  a  fire  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  and  all  very  foolishly  lay  down  to 
deep.  The  fire  was  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and  a  little  before  daylight  on  the  mominf 
of  the  10th,  they  were  all  surrounded  and  taken. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  10  th,  the  enemy  encamped  on  the  top  of  a  hill  thickly  covered  with 
evergreens,  about  a  mile  southwest  from  the  fort.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  enemy 
moved  from  his  encampment  towarda  the  fort.  They  had  learned  from  the  acout  which 
they  had  taken,  that  the  officers  of  the  garrison  lodged  in  different  private  houses  out  of  the 
fort ;  their  forces  were  so  disposed  that  a  party  should  surround  every  house  in  which  an 
officer  lodged  nearly  at  the  same  time,  while  the  main  body  would  attack  the  fort.  Durii^ 
the  night  the  snow  fell  several  inches.  In  the  morning  it  turned  to  rain,  and  the  atmos. 
phere  was  thick  and  hazy.  The  whole  settlement  thought  themselves  secure.  The  aasur- 
ances  of  Col.  Alden  had  in  a  considerable  degree  quieted  their  feani.  Every  thing  favoied 
the  approach  o(  the  enemy  undiscovered.  Col.  Alden  and  Lieut.  Col.  Stacia,  with  a  small 
gnard,  lodged  at  Mr.  Wells's.  A  Mr.  Hamble  waa  coming  up  that  morning  from  hia  houss 
several  milea  below,  on  horseback ;  when  a  short  distance  from  Mr.  Welli^a  houae  he  wss 
fired  upon  and  wounded  by  the  Indians.  He  rode  in  great  haate  to  inform  CoL  Alden  of 
their  approach,  and  then  hastened  to  the  fort  Still  incredulous,  and  beUeving  them  to  be 
only  a  straggling  party,  he  ordered  the  guard  to  be  called  in.  The  delay  of  a  few  minutes 
gave  the  Indians  time  to  arrive.  The  rangers  had  stopped  to  examine  their  firelocks,  ths 
powder  in  which  having  been  wet  with  the  rain.  The  Indiana  improving  thia  opportunity, 
mshed  by.  The  advance  body  was  composed  principally  of  Senecaa,  at  that  time  the  wild- 
eat  and  moat  ferodoua  of  the  Six  Nationa.    CoU  Alden  made  his  escape  from  tlie  hoassi 
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panned  down  teliiD,timvdi  the  fert, by  tn  Indian;  when  dnDenfed  to  nimn. 
4v,  be  pgyemptorily  refused  so  to  do ;  seTeiml  times  he  turned  round  and  snapped  his  piMol 
■t  tlie  Indian ;  the  latter,  after  pursuing  some  distance,  threw  his  tomahawk,  and  stmck 
on  the  hesd,  and  then  rushing  up,  scalped  him.  He  thus  *  was  one  of  the  first  victims 
most  criminal  neglect  of  duty.*  Lieut.  CoL  Stacia  was  taken  prisoner.  The  guard 
all  killed  or  taken. 

**  The  Senecas,  who  first  arriYed  at  the  house,  with  some  tories,  commeneed  an  indis. 
flriminate  massacre  of  the  fiunily,  and  before  the  rangers  arrived,  had  barbuously  murdered 
them  all,  including  Robert  Welb,  his  mother,  and  wife,  and  four  children,  his  brother  and 
aster,  John  and  Jane,  with  three  domestics.  Of  this  interesting  and  excellent  family,  not 
one  escaped,  except  the  late  John  Wells  of  New  York  city.  His  father  had  left  lum  in 
Schenectady  the  previous  summer  with  an  aunt,  that  he  might  attend  the  grammar-school 
diere.  He  might  almost  have  exclaimed  with  Logan,  that  not  a  drop  of  Us  blood  ran  in 
the  veins  of  any  human  being ;  or  as  it  has  been  beautifully  expressed  by  an  eminent  Eng. 
Ksh  poet, 

**They  « left  of  all  my  tribe 
Nor  man,  nor  child,  nor  thing  of  living  birth. 
No !  not  the  dog  that  watch^  my  household  hearth 
Escaped, — that '  mom*  of  blood  upon  our  plains 
All  perilled !    I  alone  am  left  on  earth ! 
To  whom  nor  relative  nor  blood  remains, 
No !  not  a  kindred  drop  that  runs  in  human  veins.* 

**  A  tory  boasted  that  be  killed  Mr.  Wells  while  at  prayer.  The  melancholy  fate  of 
Jane  Wellis  deserves  a  more  particular  notice.  She  was  a  young  lady,  not  distinguidied 
Ibr  her  personal  beauty,  but  endeared  to  her  friends  by  her  amiable  disposition,  and  her 
Christian  charities.  One  '  in  whom  the  fnendless  found  a  friend,'  and  to  whom  the  poor 
would  always  say,  *  God  speed  thee.'  She  fled  from  the  house  to  a  pile  of  wood  near  by, 
behind  which  she  endeavored  to  screen  henelf.  Here  she  wss  pursued  by  an  Indian,  who, 
as  he  approached,  delibemtely  wiped  his  bloody  knife  upon  his  leggins,  and  then  placed  it 
in  ill  almth :  then  drawing  his  tomahawk,  he  seized  her  by  the  arm ;  she  possessed  some 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  language,  and  remonstrated  and  supplicated,  though  in  vain. 
Peter  Smith,  a  tory,  who  had  formerly  been  a  domestic  in  Mr.  Wells's  family,  now  inter, 
poaed,  saying  she  was  his  sister,  and  desiring  him  to  spare  her  life.  He  shook  his  tonuu 
hawk  at  him  in  defiance,  and  then  turning  round,  with  one  blow  smote  her  to  the  earth. 
John  Wells,  Esq.,  at  this  time  deceased,  and  the  father  of  Robert  Wells,  had  been  one  of 
4»  judges  of  the  courts  of  Tryon  county ;  in  that  capacity,  and  as  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
^piorum,  he  had  been  on  intimate  terms  with  Sir  William  Johnson  and  family,  who  fre. 
qnently  visited  at  his  house,  and  also  with  Col.  John  Butler,  likewise  a  judge.  The  family 
were  not  active  either  for  or  against  the  country ;  they  wished  to  remain  neutral,  so  far  as 
fkiBy  could,  in  such  turbulent  times ;  they  always  performed  military  duty,  when  called  out 
to  defend  the  country.  Col.  John  Butler,  in  a  conversation  relative  to  them,  remarked — *  1 
would  have  gone  miles  on  my  hands  and  knees  to  have  saved  that  family,  and  why  my  son 
did  not  do  it,  God  only  knows.* 

**  Another  party  of  Indians  surrounded  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  whom  we 
have  finequently  had  occasion  to  mention,  aa  the  pioneer  in  education  in  western  New 
York.  His  wiife  was  immediately  killed.  The  old  gentleman  and  his  daughter  were  pre- 
ssrved  by  Little  Aaron,  a  chief  of  the  Oquago  branch  of  the  Mohawks.  Mrs.  Wells  was 
also  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Dunlop ;  Little  Aaron  led  him  out  from  the  house,  tottering  with 
me,  and  stood  beside  him  to  protect  him.  An  Indian  passing  by,  pulled  his  hat  from  his 
hsad,  and  ran  away  with  it ;  the  chief  pursued  him,  and  regained  it ;  on  his  return,  another 
Indian  had  carried  away  his  wig :  the  rain  was  falling  upon  his  bare  head,  while  his  whole 
ifslem  shook  like  an  aspen,  under  the  combined  influence  of  age,  fear,  and  cold.  He  was 
nisaaed  a  few  days  after ;  but  the  shock  was  too  violent ;  he  died  about  a  year  after :  his 
death  was  hastened  by  his  misfortunes,  though  he  could  have  home  up  but  a  few  yean 
loi^ier  under  the  increasing  infirmities  of  old  age. 

**  A  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  was  in  his  field,  beheld  a  party  of  Indians  approaching ;  he  could 
■of  gain  luB  honse,  and  waa  obliged  to  flee  to  the  wooda.  Here  he  evaded  pursuit  and 
fstapfdr  A  melancholy  spectacle  presented  itself  on  his  return — it  wss  the  corpses  of  his 
wife  and  lour  child^n.  His  house  had  been  plimdered  and  aet  on  fire.  He  extinguished 
dM  fire,  and  by  examination  found  life  still  existing  in  one  of  his  children,  a  little  giri  tea 
sr  twelve  years  of  age.  He  raised  her  up  and  placed  her  in  the  door,  and  was  bending 
Oft  her  when  he  saw  another  party  approaching.  He  had  barely  time  to  hide  himself 
'  "  '  %  kgiaaca  near  by,  before  diey  wars  at  ttia  bouia.    FVom  this  hiding-place,  ha 
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beheld  an  infiunooi  tocy  by  ih%  name  of  Newbuiy,  wTtingMiA  the  litda  ipaik  of  li£i  wti/k 
ramained  in  his  child,  with  a  blow  of  his  hatchet.  The  next  day,  without  a  aingle  homia 
being  to  aasiat  bun,  he  carried  the  remains  of  his  family  down  to  the  fort  on  a  aled,  and 
there  the  soldiers  aided  him  in  depositing  them  in  a  common  gniTe.  RatribntiTe  jortM 
sometimes  follows  close  upon  the  heels  of  crime.  This  toiy  was  arrested,  as  a  spy,  ths 
following  summer,  by  order  of  Gen.  James  Clinton,  when  he  lay  with  his  army  at  Canija. 
harie,  on  the  Mohawk  river.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  called  to  prove  this  act.  He  was  found 
guilty  by  a  court.martial,  and  with  a  companion  sufiered  an  ignominious  death. 

**  The  party  which  surrounded  the  house  of  CoL  Campbell,  took  Mrs.  Campbell  and  foar 
children  prisoners.  Mr.  Campbell  was  absent  from  home,  but  hastened  there  on  the  fint 
alarm,  which  was  a  cannon  fired  at  the  fort.  He  arrived  only  in  time  to  witness  the  de. 
struction  of  hia  property,  and  not  even  to  learn  the  fate  of  his  (amily  ;  their  lives  wers 
spared,  but  spared  for  a  long  and  dreadful  captivity. 

'*  Many  others  were  killed ;  some  few  escaped  to  the  Mohawk  river,  and  the  remaindei 
were  made  prisoners.  Thirty.two  of  the  inhabitants,  principally  women  and  children,  were 
killed,  and  sixteen  continental  soldiers.  The  terror  of  the  scene  was  increased  by  the  cob. 
flagration  of  all  the  houses  and  outbouses  in  the  settlement ;  the  barns  were  many  of  tbea 
filled  with  hay  and  grain.  He  who  fled  to  the  mountains,  saw  as  he  looked  back  the  ds. 
struction  of  his  home,  and  of  that  little  all  which  he  had  labored  for  yean  to  accumulate. 

**,,,,  The  whole  settlement  exhibited  an  aspect  of  entire  and  complete  desolation.  The 
cocks  crew  from  the  tops  of  the  forest  trees,  and  the  dogs  howled  through  the  fields  snd 
woods.  The  inhabitants  who  escaped,  with  the  prisoneni  who  were  set  at  hberty,  abw- 
doncd  the  settlement.** 

Decatur,  taken  from  Worcester  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  64|  from 
Cooperstown  SE.  12  miles.    Pop.  1,071. 

Edmbston,  named  after  an  extensive  landholder,  was  taken  bom 
Burlington  in  1808 ;  from  Cooperstown  W.  18  miles.     Pop.  1  JNHf. 

Exeter,  taken  from  Richfield  in  1799;  from  Albany  W.  78;  fron 
Cooperstown  NW.  10  miles.  Le  Roy,  West  Exeter,  and  Bxelerp 
are  small  post  villages.     Pop.  1,423. 

Hartwick,  taken  from  Otsego  in  1802 ;  from  Albany  70  wSIm, 
Pop.  2,475.  The  Hartwick  Lutheran  Theological  and  Clanical 
Seminary,  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  West 
Hartwick,  9  miles  W.  from  Cooperstown,  and  Hartwick,  are  smfldl 
post  villages. 

Laurens,  taken  from  Otego  in  1810;  from  Albany  W.  78  miles. 
Pop.  2,173.  Laurensville,  an  incorporated  village,  18  miles  SW.  from 
Cooperstown,  contains  about  40  dwellings.  Jackson,  14  miles  from 
Cooperstown,  has  about  20  dwellings. 

Maryland,  taken  from  Worcester  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  66  miles. 
Maryland,  14  miles  S.  of  Cooperstown,  Jacksonborough,  and  Mary- 
land Centre,  are  small  post  villages.    2,050. 

MiDDLEFiELD,  takcu  from  Cherry  Valley  in  1797 ;  from  Albany, 
W.,  63  miles.  Middlefield,  5  miles  E.,  ]Vliddlefield  Centre,  7  miles 
NE.,  and  Phoenix,  3  miles  S.  from  Cooperstown,  are  small  villages. 
Pop.  3,318. 

MiLPORD,  originally  named  Suffrage,  taken  from  Unadilla  in  1796; 
from  Albany  76  miles.  Milford,  on  the  Susquehannah,  8  miles  S.  of 
Cooperstown,  and  Collierville,  are  small  villages.  Milford  Centre 
and  Portlandville  are  post-offices.     Pop.  2,075. 

New  Lisbon,  taken  from  Pittsfield  in  1806 ;  from  Albany,  W.,  76 
miles.  Garretsville  16  miles.  New  Lisbon  18  miles  SW.  from 
Cooperstown,  and  Noble ville,  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  1,909. 

Onbonta,  formerly  Otego,  taken  frt>m  Unadilla  in  1706;  from 


Albany  BO  ndln.  Oneonta  Ti)la«e,  23  mQef  S.  from  Coo^entamu, 
hsM  about  60  dwelliiui.    West  &eoDta  is  a  post-office.    Pop.  1^89. 

Onoo,  Ibnnerly  iSmtsville,  tak«i  from  Unadilla  and  Franklin  in 
1622 ;  from  Albuiy  80  miles.  Otego  village,  81  miles  SW.  from 
Cooperstown,  hag  about  40  dwelliiigs.  Otsdawa  is  a  post-office. 
Pop.  1,010. 

Ots] 


/  OTganited  as  part  of  Montgomery  county  tB 
1788 ;  since  altered.  Cooperstown  and  Oafcsville  are  post  villages. 
Pop.  4,118. 

Cooperstown,  the  county  seat,  distant  from  Now  York  by  way  of 
Catskill  200  miles,  of  Albany  311 ;  from  Albany  66,  and  from  Utica, 
SE.,  80  miles,  is  beautifully  situated  at  the  southern  end  of  Otsego 
lake,  at  the  head  of  the  Susquehannab  river. 


Wettem  xnew  of  Cooperstown. 

The  site  of  the  present  village  is  said  to  have  been  a  bvorite  place 

of  resort  with  the  savages  from  a  remote  period,  for  the  purpose  of 

hunting  and  fishing.     The  word  "Otsego    is  thought  to  be  &  com- 

i^  ponnd  which  conv^  the  idea  of  a  spot  at  which  meetings  of  the  In- 

^.'Wna  were  held.     There  is  a  small  rock  near  the  outlet  of  the  lake, 

-  Mlled  the  "  Otsego  Rock,"  at  which  precise  point  the  savages,  ao- 

.  cording  to  an  eany  tradition,  were  accustomed  to  give  each  other 

Hw  reodezvons. 


■■  It  Aodd  abo  ba  lUsd,  Ast  Ai  pramit  ate  at  Coopentown  ii  coiuttetad  with  u 
t  MMB  hMnH  A«t  umuiwl  imiag  iha  war  oT  tha  nrcdntian.  _  Ad  sipaditisa 


MpMCMd  Bixkr  dw  mtlan  of  MRJOT^cnMni  Sulliran,  ■g*init 

wb»  Am  dvdt  in  iba  tidniir  of  lb*  Sencm  ]»ka,  m  brigwie  gmplorad  in  Urn 

~  '     *■  ■  '  ~.  . .     j^ij^^  ^j.  ^  Eelebraied  De  Witt  Clio. 

"       '  B  Mohawk  u  far  w  Fan 

_, ,_ I^e  Oneto,  wUibar  it 

ittbnafc    TciOM  of  thia  tawl  «ziM,  and  il  ia  atiU  known  b;  tha  name  of  tha 
'ImL    ■ialsdu4sltUbMdordwMw,thatroav«4«Ba>dadHtlM«idti. 


■•  inom  wa»  mm  avail  m  ina  naiatf  of  ma  aenccft  laaa,  a  oni 
i»tj,  mim  Bag»£wftatal  Jamaa  Cludoo,  (tbs  father  of  iba  cale 
lanj  wardwiJ  (ran  Aanj  tat  that  puRwac,  AAsr  •taenilbw  the  M 
fhin,  Ak  briiada  ou  a  raad  dmi(h  tta  tbiaat  to  lli«  hnJ  of  U 

sszH'    '    
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where  they  encamped  on  the  nte  of  the  praeent  yillige.  Geaeiml  CliiitOQ**  qiiail«i  m 
■aid  to  have  been  in  a  small  building  of  hewn  logs,  which  then  stood  in  what  are  now  (k 
grounds  of  the  *  Hall/  and  which  it  is  thought  was  erected  by  Col.  Crogban,  as  a  pbes  ■ 
which  he  might  hold  his  negotiations  with  the  Indians,  as  well  as  fur  a  conrnwncemeit  rf 
a  settlement. 

«•  This  building,  which  was  about  fifVeen  feet  square  and  intended  for  a  aort  of  block, 
house,  was  undoubtedly  the  first  ever  erected  on  this  spot.  It  was  snbee^iuendy  used  bf 
some  of  the  first  settlers  as  a  residence,  and  by  Judge  Cooper  as  a  smokeJurase,  uid  it  wh 
standing  in  1797,  if  not  a  year  later.  It  was  then  taken  down,  and  removed  by  Utuf 
Pace  E^ton  to  hiis  residence  on  the  road  to  Pier's,  where  it  was  set  up  again  as  an  ooi* 
house. 

"  There  were  found  the  graves  of  two  white  men  in  the  same  grounds,  which  vrere  be. 
lieved  to  conuin  the  bodies  of  deserters,  who  were  shot  during  the  time  the  troops  were 
here  encamped.  These  graves  are  supposed  to  be  the  first  of  any  civilized  man  in  thi 
township  of  Otsego.    All  traces  of  them  have  now  disappeared. 

**  As  soon  as  encamped,  the  troops  of  Gen.  Clinton  commenced  the  construction  oft 
dam  at  the  outlet,  and  when  the  water  had  risen  to  a  sufficient  height  in  the  lake,  the  sb. 
struction  was  removed,  the  current  clearing  the  bed  of  the  river  of  flood-wood.  After  a 
abort  delay,  for  this  purpose,  the  troops  embarked  and  descended  as  far  as  the  junctioa 
with  the  Tioga,  where  they  were  met  by  another  brigade,  commanded  by  General  Salli. 
van  in  person.  On  this  occasion,  the  Susquehannah,  below  the  dam,  was  said  to  be  so 
much  reduced  that  a  man  could  jump  across  it. 

*'  Traces  of  the  dam  are  still  to  be  seen,  and  for  many  years  they  were  veiy  obvioM. 
At  a  later  day,  in  digging  the  cellar  of  the  house  first  occupied  by  Judge  Cooper,  a  laise 
iron  swivel  was  discovered,  which  was  said  to  have  been  buried  by  the  troopa,  who  fouod 
it  useless  for  their  service.  Tlus  swivel  was  the  only  piece  of  artillery  used  for  tbe  par* 
poses  of  salutea  and  merry-makings  in  the  vicinity  of  Cooperstown,  for  ten  or  twelve  yem 
after  the  settlement  of  the  place.  It  is  well  and  affectionately  remembered  by  the  name  of 
the  *  cricket,*  and  was  bursted  lately  in  the  same  good  cause  of  rejoicing  on  the  4th  of  Joly. 
At  the  time  of  its  final  disaster,  (for  it  had  met  with  many  vicissitudea  by  field  and  flood, 
having  actually  been  once  thrown  into  the  lake,)  it  is  said  there  was  no  rery  percept3)U 
difference  in  aize  between  its  touch-hole  and  its  muztle.** — Chnnuele9  of  Coopentowu* 

An  attempt  was  made  to  settle  Cooperstown  about  10  years  before 
the  revolution,  by  Mr.  John  Christopher  Hartwick,  which  however 
proved  abortive ;  and  between  the  years  1761  and  1770,  CoL  Croghan 
with  his  family  resided  for  a  short  time  on  the  spot  A  final  settle- 
ment was  commenced  in  1786,  under  the  auspices  William  Cooper, 
Esq.,  from  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  who  purchased  the  tract  on 
which  the  village  now  stands.  The  regular  commencement  of  the 
village  dates  more  properly  from  1788,  as  at  this  time  it  was  regu- 
larly laid  out  At  the  formation  of  the  county,  in  1791,  Cooperstown 
was  designated  as  the  county  seat,  Mr.  Cooper  being  appointed  the 
first  judge  of  the  county  court 

Among  the  incidents  of  this  early  day,  the  following  anecdote  is  related  of  an  exuAccr 
of  the  French  army,  a  Monsieur  Ebbal,  who  kept  **  bachelor's  hall*'  on  the  western  bank  of 
the  lake.  *'  Some  wags  told  Monsieur  Ebbal,  that  if  chased  by  a  bear,  the  most  certaia 
mode  of  escape,  was  to  throw  away  his  hat,  or  his  coat,  to  induce  the  animal  to  atop  aai 
amell  at  it,  and  then  to  profit  by  the  occaaion,  and  climb  a  aapliiig  that  waa  too  —nMI  to 
enable  his  enemy  to  fasten  its  claws  in  it,  in  the  way  it  is  known  to  ascend  a  tree.  The 
advice  was  well  enough,  but  the  advised  having  actually  an  occasion  to  foUow  it  the  sue. 
ceeding  autumn,  scrambled  up  a  sapling  first,  and  began  to  throw  away  his  clocliea  afker* 
ward.  The  bear,  a  she  one  with  cubs,  tore  to  pieces  garment  afUr  garment,  without  qaiu 
ting  the  spot,  keeping  poor  Ebbal  treed,  throughout  a  cool  autunmal  night.** 

As  an  indication  of  the  intelligence  of  the  inhabitants,  a  newspaper, 
the  "  Otsego  Herald,**  was  issued  here  as  early  as  1795.  The  flnt 
edifice  constructed  for  religious  worship  was  the  Pre8b}rterian9  erected 
on  the  east  side  of  West-street,  in  1805,  and  is  still  occupied  by  that 
denomination.    There  are  now  in  the  village  160  dweUings,  20  storey 
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shops,  14  offices,  5  churches,  2  weekly  newspaper  offices,  a  very 
extensive  book  publishing  establishment,  2  female  ooarding  schools, 
and  a  bank.  Its  present  population  is  about  1,300.  The  private 
dwellings  of  this  place  are  many  of  them  substantial  structures  of 
stone  and  brick,  some  of  which  are  elegant  The  society  is  refined 
and  intelligent  This,  with  the  uncommon  beauty  of  the  surrounding 
scenery  and  healthiness  of  the  climate,  will  ere  long  render  it  a  sum- 
mer resort  for  the  elite  of  our  large  cities.  Oaksville,  4  miles  N.  of 
Cooperstown,  is  a  small  manufacturing  village. 

PiTTSFiBLD,  taken  from  Burlington  in  1797 ;  from  Albany,  W.,  81, 
finom  Cooperstown.  SW.,  18  miles.     Pop.  1,395. 

Plainfield,  taken  from  Richfield  in  1799 ;  from  Albany,  NW.,  77 
miles ;  centrally  distant  NW.  from  Cooperstown  16  miles.  Unadilla 
Forks  and  Lloyds ville  are  small  villages.     Pop.  1,448. 

Richfield,  taken  from  Otsego  in  1792;  since  altered ;  from  Al- 
bany, NW.,  72,  centrally  distant  N.  from  Cooperstown  16  miles. 
Canaderaga  Springs,  Brighton,  and  M onticello,  are  small  villages. 
Pop.  1,670. 

Springfield,  named  from  a  lar^e  deep  spring ;  taken  irom  Cherry 
Valley  in  1797;  fix)m  Albany,  W.,  68  miles,  centrally  distant  11 
mQes  N.  of  Cooperstown.  Some  few  Dutch  who  had  settled  here, 
were  driven  off  during  the  revolution.  Springfield  and  East  Spring- 
fidd  are  small  post  villages.    Pop.  2,382. 

Unadilla,  taken  firom  Otsego  in  1792;  from  Albany,  W.,  100 
miles,  from  Cooperstown,  SW.,  40  miles.  Pop.  2,272.  Unadilla, 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  Susquehannah,  has  about  eighty  dwellings. 
An  Indian  monument  stood  in  this  town  about  twenty  rods  west  of 
the  residence  of  Levi  Bigelow,  Esq.  It  was  about  20  feet  in  dia- 
meter, 10  feet  in  height,  and  of  a  conical  form.  It  was  a  landmark 
for  the  early  travellers  in  this  region.  An  Indian  trail  passed  by  it 
Unadilla  Centre  is  a  small  village. 

In  July,  1777,  a  conference  was  held  in  this  place  between  Gen. 
Herkimer  and  Joseph  Brant,  the  celebrated  Indian  chieftain,  who 
complained  of  being  threatened  by  Gen.  Schuyler ;  and  also,  that 
Uie  Mohawks  did  not  have  liberty  to  pass  and  repass  as  formerly, 
dus.,  &c.  The  following  account  of  this  meeting  is  given  in  the  An- 
nals of  Tryon  county. 

**  Information  having  been  given,  Gen.  Herkimer  in  July  marched  to  Unadilla  with  380 
■ifitia.  He  was  met  here  by  Brant  at  tho  head  of  190  warrion.  Brant  complained  of  the 
«me  grievances  as  above  let  forth.  To  the  question  whether  he  would  remain  at  peace 
if  these  tfaiAgs  were  rectified,  he  replied ;  *  The  Indiana  were  in  concert  with  the  king,  as 
their  fiuhers  and  grandfathera  had  been.  That  the  king's  belts  were  yet  lodged  with  them, 
and  they  could  not  falsify  their  pledge— That  Gen.  Herkimer  and  the  rest  had  joined  the 
BoBion  people  against  their  king — ^That  Boston  people  were  resolute,  but  the  king  would 
hnmble  ihan — ^That  Mr.  Schuyler,  or  General,  or  what  yon  please  to  call  hiin,  was  very 
■nart  on  the  Indians  at  the  treaty  at  German  Flats ;  but  was  not  at  the  same  time  able  to 
afiird  them  the  smallest  article  of  clothing— That  the  Imhans  had  formerly  made  war  on 
the  while  people  all  united ;  and  now  they  were  divided,  the  Indians  vrere  not  frightened.' 

**  After  Brant  had  declared  his  determination  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  king.  Col.  Cox 
nid,  if  such  was  his  resolution  the  matter  was  ended.  Brant  turned  and  spoke  to  jus  war- 
lion,  who  shouted  and  ran  to  their  camp  about  a  mile  distant,  when  seising  their  arms, 
A^  §nd  m  wnnber  of  guns,  and  raised  the  Indian  war.whoop.    They  returned  immedi» 
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ately,  when  G^n.  Herkimer  addreann^  Brant,  told  bim  he  had  not  eons  to  fipbt    BraA 

motioned  to  his  foUowers  to  remain  in  their  places.  Then  aasuminff  a  tbreatantng  attitude, 
he  said,  if  their  purpoee  was  war,  he  was  ready  for  them.  He  then  piopoaed  that  Hr. 
Stewart,  the  missionary  among  the  Mohawks,  (who  was  supposed  fiiendly  to  the  EogtinhJ 
and  the  wife  of  Col.  Butler,  should  be  permitted  to  pass  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  Mo. 
hawk  castle. 

**  Gen.  Herkimer  assented,  but  demanded  that  the  tories  and  deserters  aboald  be  ipvea 
up  to  him.  This  was  refused  by  Brant,  who  after  some  further  remarks,  mdded  that  hs 
would  go  to  Oswego,  and  hold  a  treaty  with  Col.  Butler.  This  singular  cooference  was 
singularly  terminated.  It  was  early  in  July,  and  the  sun  shone  forth  without  a  cloud  to 
obscure  it,  and  as  its  rays  gilded  the  tops  o{  the  forest  trees,  or  were  reflected  from  the 
waters  of  the  Susquehannah,  imparted  a  rich  tint  to  the  wild  scenery  with  which  they  were 
Burrounded.  The  echo  of  the  war-whoop  had  scarcely  died  away  before  the  heavens  be. 
came  black,  and  a  violent  storm  of  hail  and  rain  obliged  each  party  to  withdraw  and  wek 
the  nearest  shelter.  Men  less  superstitious  than  many  of  the  unlettered  yeomen  who,  lean, 
ing  upon  their  arms,  were  witnesses  of  the  events  of  this  day,  could  not  have  failed  in  after 
times  to  have  looked  back  upon  them,  if  not  as  an  omen,  at  least  as  an  emblem  of  those 
dreadful  massacres  with  which  these  Indians  and  their  associates  afterward  Tiaited  the  in. 
habitants  of  this  unfortunate  frontier. 

"  Gen.  Herkimer  appears  to  have  been  unwilling  to  urge  matters  to  eztreme,  though  he 
had  sufficient  power  to  have  defeated  the  Indians.  He  no  doubt  entextained  hopes  that 
some  amicable  arrangement  would  eventually  be  made  with  them. 

"  This  is  believed  to  have  been  the  last  conference  held  with  any  of  the  Six  NalioaB, 
except  the  Oncidos,  in  which  an  effort  was  made  to  prevent  the  Indiana  engaging  in  ibe 
war." 


Webtpord,  taken  from  Worcester  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  56 
Pop.  1,468.    Westford  and  Westville  are  small  post  villages. 

Worcester,  taken  from  Cherry  Valley  in  1797 ;  area  since  altered; 
from  Albany,  W.,  56  miles.  Pop.  2,420.  ^Worcester  and  East 
Worcester  are  post-offices, — the  first  16  miles  SE.,  and  the  last  20 
from  Cooperstown. 


PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

Putnam  county  was  taken  from  Dutchess  in  1812 ;  greatest  length 
21,  greatest  breadth  12  miles.  The  Highlands  extend  across  the 
western  part.  The  highest  point  is  about  1,580  feet  above  tlie  Hud- 
son. The  remainder  of  the  county,  though  generally  uneven,  has 
some  handsome  plains,  with  a  soil  various,  and  some  of  it  fertile. 
The  mountains  abound  with  iron  ore  of  good  quality.  Butter,  beef, 
wool,  calves,  Izuubs,  sheep,  fowls,  and  me  many  other  species  of 
**  marketing"  arc  produced  here  in  great  quantities  for  the  New  York 
market,  and  their  returns  are  rapidly  enriching  the  producer.  The 
evidences  of  prosperity  are  everywhere  visible.  Within  a  few 
years  the  lands  have  doubled  in  value  and  price.  The  county  is 
watered  easterly  and  centrally  by  the  main  branches  of  the  Crolon. 
It  is  divided  into  six  towns.     Pop.  12,825. 

Carmel,  taken  from  Fredrickstown  (now  Kent)  in  1795;  centrally 
distant  106  miles  from  New  York,  55  from  Albany,  16  E.  of  the  Hudson 
river  at  West  Point,  and  18  from  Peekskill.     Pop.  2.263.     Carmel, 
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on  the  Muscoot  river,  8  milei 


Kewis  originally  named  Fredncktown  and  organised  in  1788; 
from  New  York  60,  and  from  AJbany  101  miles.  Pop.  l^DO.  Mill- 
iinni,  7  miles  NW.,  and  Coles  Mills,  3  miles  N.  from  Carmel,  are 
■nail  settlements  on  a  branch  of  the  Croton. 

Pattekson,  originally  named  Franklin,  and  organized  in  1705. 
Pop.  1,349.  Patterson  or  The  City,  formerly  named  Fredricksburg, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Croton,  is  a  small  village.  Townen  and  Havi- 
land's  Hollow  are  names  of  post-ofiices. 


View  of  the  Wett  Pmnt  Foundry  ai  Cold  Spring. 
Philipstown  was  organized  in  1788 ;  centrally  distant  from  New 
York  53,  from  Albany  95  miles.  Pop.  3,814.  This  town  extends 
the  whole  length  of  the  west  end  of  Putnam  county  on  the  Hudson. 
Some  of  the  moat  promtnent  peaks  of  the  Highlands  are  in  this  town. 
riz :  Sugar  Loaf|  Bull  Hill,  Break  Neck,  and  Anthony's  Nose.  This 
last  is  situated  at  the  entrance  of  the  Highlands,  ana  is  about  1,000 
bet  in  height.  During  the  revolution,  a  large  boom  and  chain  ex- 
tended across  from  the  foot  of  this  peak  to  Fort  Montgomery,  on  the 
Dpposite  bank  of  the  Hudson.  The  village  of  Cold  Spring  is  situated 
10  miles  west  of  Carmel,  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  about  one  mile 
Hid  a  half  above  West  Point.  It  is  principally  inhabited  by  the 
Gunilies  of  the  officers  and  workmen  of  the  West  Point  foundry. 
There  is  here  I  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  1  Episcopal,  1  Methodist, 
nd  1  Catholic  church,  171  dwellings,  II  mercantile  stores,  and  1,350 
mbalHtanta. 

The  West  Point  foundry  is  situated  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
SR.  firom  the  village  of  Cold  Spring.  It  was  established  in  1816, 
■id  is  at  present  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  Union. 

Th*  iwnWM [  emfiloTS  400  him,  ud  ■  diridsd  inW  tba  folknrini  biuchn,  witb  a 

(hmhd  ■!  IhB  Iwad  of  Mch  branch,  *ii :  «i  iTM  Jbnadtr.  •  bna  fcadi7,  iiatMra,  MHditf, 
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Tba  principal  aniclea  inanafictured  during  that  ^.^. 
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«  IB  1  tnp-liarnmer  ol  Mven  loni  weigai,  aiMl  :J  iili  Miiaima  mt 
of  500  tba.  Shaft!  of  19  incbaa  diamcln  ban  been  fiqad  ^ 
hey  are  prepared  to  forge  ahalti  of  9  faai  dimmeler-  TIm  aadiM 
glatbo,  and  3  planii^  machii—  tar  ma.  The  conauupdott  af  ia 
I  as  ibUows  ditriug  the  yeu  1640.  Pig  iroD,  MUafiOOiBOi, 
,000;  boileriron  plate,  $14,500;  copper,  «44,640 ;  lalal93eU« 
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The  RobimoH  House. 

This  dwelling,  named  after  the  unfortunate  owner,  Col.  BeveHy 
Robinson,  ia  romantically  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudwo, 
about  Iwo  miles  below  West  Point,  near  the  base  of  the  "  Sugar 
Loat"  one  of  the  lofty  peaks  of  the  Highlands.  Dr.  Dwight,  who 
in  the  year  1778  spent  aeveral  months  at  West  Point,  has  given  the 
annexed  account  of  this  dwelling  and  its  original  possessor. 

"A  part  of  this  lime  I  resided  at  the  head-quariera  or  General  Puinam,  then  eonmand. 
mg  at  thia  poat ;  and  afterward  of  General  Famona,  who  succeeded  him  id  (he  oeaunid. 
l^ess  gi-ntlemen  lodged  in  Ihr  hi)use  of  Col.  Beverly  Robinson;  a  respeclabje  natintf 
Scotland,  who  nunied  ■  lady  of  the  Fhiilipa  fiutiily,  one  of  the  wealthiear,  arid  looai  n- 
■pectable  of  the  prorioce  of  New  Tork.  With  thia  lady  Col.  RoUnun  ecqitired  a  Ian 
landed  estate  lying  in  Fhitlipetown,  Frederirktawn,  and  Fnuiklu,  la  they  are  now  e^M; 
and  for  iho  mure  coriTenienl  management  of  it  planted  hiinBelfin  this  ipot.  Here  ha  lad  a 
qncioua  and  cunvenient  manaioii,  aurrounded  by  valuable  gaideni,  flelda,  atid  ordiania, 
jrieiding  every  thing  which  will  grow  in  thia  climate.  The  nnta  of  his  eauie  were  ad- 
cienl  to  make  life  aa  agreeable  aa  Ironi  Ihia  soiirce  it  can  he.  Mrs.  Rotunaoa  waa  a  fiai 
woman  ;  and  their  children  pruoiised  every  thing  which  can  be  expected  from  a  vefyhof^ 
inuoediale  friends  were,  Bl  the  aame  time,  peraooa  of  the  fiiat  coaseqaaMM 


in  the 


■'  When  the  revolutionary  war  broke  out.  Col.  Robinaon  waa  indnced,  coDttary  aa  1  ban 
been  infurmod  to  his  awn  judgment  and  ioclination,  by  the  importunity  of  sima  of  hiiea» 
neciiona  to  take  the  Bniiah  mje  of  the  question.  To  him  it  appeared  wimr  and  niar  I* 
■CI  a  nauiral  pari,  and  remain  quietly  an  hia  estate.  The  preaMire,  however,  final  TaiieaB 
aources  ws*  ao  airong  againai  him,  dwt  hr  finally  yielded,  and  canied  his  bmily  wlih  hiM 
IS  New  York,  and  tbsD«a  to  Oiaat  Britua.    Ua  paapatty  wia  mnlMWiad  by  tb  1^^ 
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tara  of  New  York,  and  his  hnulj  baniibtd  from  their  natiTe  country.  It  wu  impOMible 
iir  mnj  penon,  who  finds  an  interest  in  the  afbiri  of  his  feUow-men,  snd  psrtienlairiy  while 
1— 'ding  in  the  very  mansion  where  they  had  so  lately  enjoyed  ail  which  this  w<nU  ean 
glftt,  not  to  feel  deeply  the  misfortunes  of  this  family.  Few  events  in  human  life  strike  the 
■ind  mora  peinfblly  than  banishment;  a  calamity  sufficiently  disasoxnis  in  the  most 
•idinary  circumstances,  but  peculiarly  afiecting  when  the  banished  are  brought  before  us 
Ib  the  narrow  circle  of  a  family ;  a  circle,  the  whole  of  which  the  eye  can  see,  and  whose 
■I0enngs  the  heart  can  perfectly  realize.  Peculiarly  is  this  true,  when  the  femily  in  ques- 
lioB  is  enlightened,  polished,  amply  possessed  of  ei^joyments,  tasting  them  with  moderation, 
and  sharing  them  cheerfully  with  their  friends  and  neighbors,  the  stranger  and  the  poor.** 

When  Aniold  had  obtained  the  command  of  West  Point  in  Aug., 
1780,  he  estabUshcd  his  head-quarters  at  "  Beverly,**  where  was  me- 
ditated that  act  of  treachery  which  has  stamped  his  memorj'  with 
everlasting  infamy.  At  the  time  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Andre 
was  received  by  Arnold,  General  Washington  &  n  nis  omcers,  together 
with  the  traitor,  were  seated  at  breakfast,  in  the  lower  room,  to  the 
left  of  the  small  tree  seen  near  the  centre  of  the  engraving. 

The  annexed,  from  the  pen  of  a  late  visiter,  is  extracted  from  the 
Knickerbocker  for  Sept,  1840. 

**  The  coinDiander4n-chief,  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  was  on  his  way  from  Hartford,  and 
^fTTgi^g  the  route  which  he  had  first  proposed,  came  by  the  way  of  West  Point.  At 
lUihimie  mat  the  French  minister,  M.  de  la  Laixeme,  who  had  been  to  visit  Count 
Hochamhaan  at  Newport,  and  he  remained  that  night  with  the  ministar.  Very  eaily  next 
wmniag  ha  aant  off  Ins  luggage,  with  orders  to  the  men  to  go  with  it  as  quickly  as  possible 
to  *  Bereiiyi*  and -give  Mrs.  Arnold  notice  that  he  would  be  there  at  breakfast.  When  the 
general  an^hia  suite  arrived  opposite  West  Point,  he  wss  observed  to  turn  his  hone  into 
a  narrow  road  that  led  to  the  river.  La  Fayette  remarked,  *  General,  you  are  going  in  a 
wrong  direction ;  you  know  Mrs.  Arnold  is  waiting  breakfast  for  us.'  Washington  good, 
natnredly  remarked :  *  Ah,  I  know  you  young  men  are  all  in  love  with  Mis.  Arnold,  and 
wish  to  get  where  she  is  as  soon  as  possible.  You  may  go  and  take  your  breakfast  with 
her,  and  tell  her  not  to  wait  for  me :  I  must  ride  down  and  examine  the  redoubts  on  this 
side  of  the  river.*  The  officers,  however,  with  the  exception  of  two  of  the  aids,  remained. 
When  the  aids  arrived  at  *  Beverly,**  they  found  the  family  waiting ;  and  having  commu. 
nicated  the  message  of  General  Washington,  Arnold,  widi  his  family  and  the  two  aids,  sat 
down  to  breakfast.  Before  they  hnd  finished,  a  messenger  arrived  in  great  haste,  and 
handed  General  Arnold  a  letter,  which  he  rend  with  deep  and  evident  emotion. 

**  The  self^ontrol  of  the  soldier  enabled  Arnold  to  suppress  the  agony  he  endured  after 
leading  this  letter.  He  rose  hastily  from  the  table ;  told  the  aids  that  his  immediate  pre. 
aence  was  required  at  West  Point ;  and  desired  them  so  to  inform  General  Washington, 
when  he  arrived.  Having  first  ordered  a  horse  to  be  ready,  he  hastened  to  Mrs.  Amold*s 
chamber,  and  there,  with  a  bursting  heart,  disclosed  to  her  his  dreadful  position,  and  that 
they  must  part,  perhaps  for  ever.t  Struck  with  horror  at  the  painful  intelligence,  this  fond 
and  devoted  wife  swooned,  and  fell  senseless  at  his  feet.  In  this  state  he  lefl  her,  burned 
down  stairs,  and  mounting  his  horse,  rode  with  all  possible  speed  to  the  river.  In  doing 
so,  Arnold  did  not  keep  the  main  road,  but  passed  down  the  mountain,  pursuing  a  by.pam 
through  the  woods,  which  Lieutenant  Arden  pointed  out,  and  which  is  now  called  *  ArnoWM 
Pmik.*  Near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where  the  path  approaches  the  main  road,  a  weep, 
ioig  willow,  planted  there  no  doubt  by  some  patriot  hand,  stands,  in  marked  contrast  with 
ilia  foreat  trees  which  encircle  and  surround  it,  to  point  out  to  the  inquiring  tourist  the  very 
pathway  of  the  traitor. 
— — — — ■ ■ — • —  1 

*  The  property  now  belongs  to  Richard  D.  Arden,  Esq.,  and  adjoins  his  own  romantic 
and  beautiful  **  Ardenia,**  whence  no  **  visiter"  departs,  who  can  ever  foiget  the  generous 
**  HigUand  welcome.**  Mr.  Arden,  with  a  true  patriotism  that  does  him  honor,  has  per. 
■itiad  no  alteration  of  the  interior  of  the  house.  The  same  low  ceiling.  Lame  and  uneov. 
wni  joista,  the  same  polished  tiles  around  the  fire-places,  and  the  absence  of  all  ornament 
wlaeh  maifca  the  progress  of  modem  architecture,  preserve  complete  the  interest  which 
te  atining  incidents  of  that  period  have  flung  around  the  '*  Robinson  House.*' 

t  We  alao  visited  this  chamber,  which  remains  unaltered.  Over  the  mantel  is  carved  in 
Ikt  wood  walk:  •'G.  Wjixn,  LkmL  VL  Masa.  Regt:' 


**  In  oar  iBlanstiqf  fiiit,  W6  iim«  acconipaiiMd  by  Iht  I 
tad  ia  die  baigjai  kindly  otdwed  for  our  tceommodatkMi,  wa  wwerowd  to  *  Duitdj  Dmkj 
and  kndad  at  the  wpot  when  Arnold  took  boat  to  aid  Ui  eaoape.  Ha  van  lowad  «o  ihi 
'  Tulliirfi/  ind  ming  ■  Trfaiin  hrndkrirhinf  trmrnil  ihi  imfMrinn  that  it  irai  ■  iaf  haat  r  t 
waa  theiafota  anffuad  to  paM.  He  madohimaalfknmni  to  Captain  8iiiiailBiid,«fiiM¥l^ 
tva,  and  then  oailing  on  iNNud  the  leader  of  the  boatmen  who^had  mwnd  kiBi  off  ~  ' — * 
hum  that  he  and  faia  eiaw  were  all  priaoneia  of  war.  Tfaia  dkgraorfnl  and  mam 
a|>pendix  to  fata  tiaaaont  waa  conadered  ao  eontem|itiUe  by  the  cafMain,  that  ha 
the  man  to  go  on  ahoie,  on  hia  parol  of  honor,  to  piooara  cMna  lor  himanlf  mmi 
Una  he  did,  and  retamed  ihm  aame  day.  When  they  arri?ed  in  New  TaflE«  Sir  Htay 
Clinton,  holcfing  in  juat  oontempt  each  a  wanton  act  of  meanneat,  aet  them  all  at  Kbeiiy. 

**  When  General  Waahington  reached  *  Beverly,'  and  waa  infbnned  that  Arnold  had  d^ 
parted  for  Weat  Point,  he  croaeed  directly  over,  expecting  to  find  Urn.  OuipiiBed  «a  learii 
that  he  had  not  been  there,  after  eyamining  the  worfca  he  retunad.  Gaoaml  w*"f^  bad 
remained  at  '  Beverhr,*  and  aa  Waihingtoo  and  hia  aaite  were  walking  ap  tlia  -""nmrii 
road,  from  *  Beveiiy  Dock,*  they  met  General  Hamilton,  with  anziooi  fiica  and  hnrried  aiif^ 
eoming  towarda  them.  A  brief  and  aappresMd  oonTeiaation  took  place  between  Wadifa^ 
ton  and  himaeU^  and  they  pamed  on  rapidly  to  the  hooae,  where  the  papen  that  Wi 
ton'a  change  of  route  had  prevented  fa]a  receiviog,  had  been  delivaied  that 


being  repreeented  to  Hamilton  as  of  great  and  preaaing  importanea,  were  by  lum  opeaedL 
Mid  the  dreadfol  aeoret  dfattkned.  Inatant  meaaurea  ware  adopted  lo  Inteioapl  AiiMiU,aal 
prevent  hia  escape,  but  in  vain.  General  Waahinyton  then  comnumieatad  the  fteii  la  I« 
Fayette  and  Knox,  and  aaid  to  the  fonner,  *  more  m  aonrow  than  in  anger/  *  IFieai  can  ae 
inut  new  P  He  alao  went  up  to  aee  Mn.  Arnold ;  bnt  even  Waddngton  ooidd  cany  ta 
h&t  no  eonadatlon.  Her  grief  waa  allnoat  fremied ;  and  in  ill  wQdaet  moodb,  ahe  ipei» 
of  General  Waahiiigton  aa  tfae'morderer  of  her  child.  It  aeemed  that  aba  Imd  aot  Am  « ^ 
moteatideaofherhneband'aireaaon;  and  ahe  had  even  achooled  her  haarl  ta  feel  man  ft- 
itm  canae  of  Ameiiea,  fnm  her  regMd  for  those  who  profemed  to  love  it.  Her  boiteafk 
gloiy  waa  her  dream  of  blim  the  requiem  chant  for  her  infontl^  fepoae ;  and  dm  wii 
imnd,  aba !  aa  many  a  confiding  heart  haa  oft  been  found, 

*  To  ding  like  ivy  round  a  worthleaa  thing.*  ** 

Punr  AM  y  AixsT,  recently  erected  firom  Hiillipgtown,  is  gitnaled  a 
the  mountainoufl  region  of  the  Highlands;  fit>in  Carmel  centnDy 
distant  W.  0  miles.    Iron  ore  is  found  here.    Pop.  I965O. 

Southeast,  organized  in  1705;  from  Albany  113  miles.  Joei 
Hill  is  a  beautiful  and  romantic  eminence  extending  W.  from  Con- 
necticut into  this  town.  Pop.  1,910.  Milltown,  8  miles  £«  of  C^« 
mel,  and  Hatsville,  are  small  settlements. 


QUEENS  COUNTY. 

QmBENs  cotjNTT,  an  original  county,  was  organized  in  1683,  and 
now  contains  all  that  part  of  Long  Island  which  is  bounded  easterly 
by  Suffolk  county,  southerly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  northerly  by 
Long  Island  sound,  and  westerly  by  Kings  county,  including  I^ydt  * 
Neck  or  Queens  Village,  the  idands  called  North  and  South  Bm* 
ther,  Rike?s  Island,  and  some  other  islands  lyin^^  in  the  sound  oppo* 
site  the  said  bounds  and  southerly  of  the  main  c£anneL  The  courti 
of  the  county  were  originally  hofden  for  the  most  part  at  Hempftead» 
at  which  place  the  ffoyemor  on  yarious  occasicms  ordered  meetmgs  of 
the  delegates  from  the  different  towns.  By  the  act  of  the  AssemSy  itt 
1683,  by  which  the  counties  and  towns  upon  Long  Uanl  if«#€iw 
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guiized  and  ettablished,  the  county  courts  were  required  thereafter 
to  be  held  at  the  village  of  Jamaica.  They  were  held  there  for 
about  seven  years  in  the  old  stone  church  which  stood  in  the  middle 
of  the  present  Fulton  street,  opposite  Union  Hall  street  In  the  year 
1000,  a  courthouse  and  jail  were  erected  upon  the  site  now  occupied 
by  tbe  female  academy,  and  continued  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  courts  of  tne  county  until  the  present  courthouse  was 
built  upon  the  north  side  of  ETempstead  plains,  in  the  town  of  North 
Hempstead,  in  the  year  1788.  The  county  is  divided  into  six  towns. 
Pop.  30,324. 

Flubbinq  has  for  the  most  part  a  level  surface  and  good  soil.  Pop. 
4,124.  The  settlement  of  this  town  was  commenced  in  1644,  prin- 
cipally by  a  company  of  Englishmen,  who  had  been  residents  of 
Vtissencen,  or  Flushing,  in  Holland.  They  came  to  this  place  on  ac- 
count ot  the  inducements  held  out  to  them  by  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands.  At  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes  a  number  of 
French  protestants  fled  from  their  native  country,  and  several  fam- 
ilies came  and  settled  in  Flushing,  most  of  whose  posterity  are  now 
extinct.  About  the  only  memorial  of  them  now  existing  are  a  num- 
ber of  the  lady  apple  and  bell  pear  trees  which  they  planted  in  differ- 
ent places.  They  also  introduced  a  variety  of  other  fruits.  From 
that  time  to  this.  Flushing  has  had  a  high  reputation  for  the  excellence 
and  variety  of  its  fruit  The  well-known  Linnean  Botanic  Oarden 
was  commenced  here  as  early  as  1750,  by  William  Prince.  White- 
stone  and  Clintonville  are  small  settlements  in  this  town. 

Flushing  village,  recently  incorporated,  contains  about  2,000  inhab- 
itants in  a  square  mile.  Its  various  attractions,  with  great  facility  of 
communication  with  New  York,  have  induced  many  wealthy  citizens 
to  locate  in  its  immediate  neighborhood.  Some  of  the  private  resi- 
dences are  among  the  most  imposing  and  splendid  edifices  in  the  state. 
The  village  of  Flushing  lies  at  the  head  of  Flushing  bay,  5  miles 
from  the  sound,  by  water,  9  miles  from  the  centre  of  New  York,  and 
1 1  west  from  North  Hempstead.  St.  PauTs  college,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Muhlenberg,  is  a  flourishing  institution 
on  College  point,  about  3  miles  north  of  Flushing  village.  St.  Thomas* 
Hall,  a  hterary  institution  for  young  men,  has  lately  been  established 
at  Flushing,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Francis  L.  Hawks,  D.  D.,  prin- 
cipal and  proprietor.  St.  AnrCs  Hall  is  a  female  institute,  of  which 
Rev.  John  F.  Schroeder,  D.  D.,  is  the  principal. 

On  the  right  in  the  annexed  view  is  the  Bowne  mansion-house,  sit- 
oated  upon  the  elevated  ground  about  half  a  mile  eastward  of  the 
aleamboat  landing  in  Flushing.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest  house 
now  standing  onXiong  Island,  having  been  erected  in  1661,  by  John 
Bowne,  of  the  society  of  Friends.  Besides  the  antiquity  of  the  build- 
ing, it  is  one  of  much  historic  interest  The  celebrated  G^rge  Fox, 
the  founder  of  the  society  of  Friends,  has  lodged  within  the  walls  of 
this  house,  which  was  the  place  for  the  yearly  meeting  for  the  whole 
fcody  of  Friends  in  the  province  of  New  York,  previous  to  1690. 
On  the  left  of  the  engraving,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from 


tbe  house,  are  seen  two  aooent  oaks,  under  which  Fox 
'  whra  in  ttiis  coimtry  in  1672.  Although  difiering  in  aome  < 
ets  from  the  majority  of  those  profesnn^  the  Cbristiai  namo^  ^^'*>9 
Fox  had  the  martyr  spirit  withio,  and,  had  tie  been  called  to  tbe  trial 
would  doubtless  have  sealed  his  testimony  with  hia  blood.  Hit  wata- 
ings  in  the  cause  of  religious  treedom  entitle  him  to  tha  natiladtif 
mankind.  Men  of  hia  stamp  are  the  true  patriots  aad  geBmilB  aattf 
of  the  human  race.  "  A  nobler  object,"  says  an  doaaent  wriln',  "to 
human  or  angelic  mind  could  ever  propose  to  itsdC  than  to  nRonwto 
the  glory  of  the  great  governor  of  the  Universe,  in  studying  and 
laboring  to  diffuse  purity  and  happiness  among  his  unholy  ana  mit- 
erable  creatures."  Compared  to  a  spirit  hke  this,  how  Sendlike  is  tbe 
mere  warrior  or  conqueror, 


The  farm  on  which  the  Bowne  house  is  situated  is  now  owned  bj 
Mr.  Samuel  Parsons,  and  has  ever  been  in  the  possession  of  some  oo* 
of  the  Bowne  Aunily.  The  large  and  flourisning  nuraery  estaUiib- 
ment  of  Messrs.  Parsons  &  Co.  tor  fruit  and  ornamental  trees^  is  <>■ 
this  farm. 

CuwuuTm  CotiMit  wM  Ci 


17,1888.    Ma 

■I  Eduibm^i,  and  in  17M  MM 
to  Fhitadrtphii,  and  wtdUrf 
UmnV  ■•  >  phpieiur.  In  1718,  he  remond  to  New  Toik,  uid  wh  woa  ■ppaniiiJ  m- 
laror^ancnl,  ud  (ftenrard  niaiur  Jn  chaiiiicii7.  In  lTSO,be  wtaadvancedtoafkatli 
4e  ki^^  emmdl  of  tha  proTinee,  and  waa  for  *  long  time  mm  of  tba  i       ~  '     ~ 

Mambcn  of  that  bodr-    la  1761,  h«  wa«  appoiniad  liMMmat 
orUidtMkbilTTI.  H*inwadW^sliMsihBkrH«aHi 
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veiwd  m  tha  knowMga  of  medicine,  bounj,  uid  utronomy ;  uid  correapondcd  wilb 
Bunjrof  llw  BioM  •minent  wiidu*  both  in  AmericB  and  Europe.  Beaidci  bi>  pnblicitiaiH 
rahting  to  mMheiMiiM,  bouny,  tod  medicme,  he  wroie  a  raloible  binory  of  the  Rra  In- 
dim  Naiiaa.  While  bolding  Ibc  ofBcs  of  lieuiBneni-govenior,  be  reaidsd  moil  of  (he  tinM 
M  hii  bim  in  niubing,  cellad  Spring  Hill.  He  died  Srpi.  36,  1TT6,  and  wu  buried  in  a 
jaiwte  eenwMry  on  the  Spring  Hill  firm.  He  bul  five  lone  uid  Eve  daugfatera,  a  pari  ot 
whom  only  mrvived  him.  T^ee  of  his  eona,  Aleiander,  Cadwallader,  and  David,  were 
promiiienl  men  in  the  colony.  Cadaallader  D.  Coldm,  the  only  eon  of  DiTid  Cotden,  wai 
bom  at  Spring  Hill  in  Fliuhing,  April  i,  ITG9.  He  commenced  fai«  education  in  the  town 
of  Jamaici,  and  compleied  it  in  I^ndon.  In  17B5,  he  relumed  to  tbe  United  States  and 
comnienced  Ihe  aiudy  of  law.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  hii  prafeaeion  ai  Pougb- 
keepaie,  in  1793,  where  he  was  eoon  made  district  attorney,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  hi*  fatnra  &me.  In  a  few  yean  he  atood,  aa  •  commerciu]  lawyer,  at  ibe  h«id  of 
hia  profeoion,  and  in  tbe  other  branches,  among  tbe  (iial.  In  181S  be  waa  elected  to  the 
New  Yolk  aseembly,  and  the  game  year  appointed  mayor  of  New  Tork.  In  1S33  he  waa 
cboaen  a  reprastntative  in  Congreee,  In  1B34  he  waa  elected  to  the  elate  aenate,  and  held 
the  oSca  three  yeaia  in  auccestion.  The  moot  untiling  industry  and  patient  reasarch  wera 
peculiar  nita  in  hia  profcMoonat  character,  and  marked  hii  proceedinga  in  Bveiy  thing  he  on. 
dertook.  He  waa  among  the  eariient  and  rnont  efficient  {ffomoteTa,  in  connection  with  Da 
Win  ClinlMi,  of  tbe  ayatem  cfT  inianial  imprOTementi.  At  the  completion  of  tha  Bria 
canal,  he  wmte  and  publiahed  Ihe  memoir  upon  Ihe  aubject.  He  wrote  atao  the  Life  of 
Ri^tt  Fulton.    He  died  unirenally  ealeemed  at  Jeraey  City,  Feb.  T.  1331. 


Northern,  cieu  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island. 

Hehpstead,  incorporated  in  1784,  was  originally  the  south  part  of 
the  ancient  town'  of  Hempstead.  It  has  a  level  surface  and  a  soil  of 
sandy  loam,  much  of  which  is  rendered  quite  productive  by  a  judi- 
cious cultivation.  Pop.  7,619,  The  first  permanent  settlement  in 
the  town  it  supposed  to  have  been  commenced  on  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Hempstead,  in  1643,  by  a  few  emigrants  from  New 
£ngland,  who  obtained  a  patent  from  tbe  Dutch  governor  Kjef^. 
These  emigrants  came  originally  from  a  PJ^^^  commonly  called 
.£(i»rte/-Hempstcad,  23  miles  from  London.  The  annexed  engraving 
■bows  the  appearance  of  Hempstead  village  as  it  is  entered  from  the 
north  by  the  branch  railroad,  two  miles  in  length,  which  connects  the 
Tillage  with  the  Long  Island  railroad.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
tbe  aouthem  margin  of'the  great  "Hempstead  plains," -21  miles 
fivm  New  York,  and  three  from  the  courthouse  in  North  Hemp- 
Mead.  These  plains  consist  of  about  17,000  acres  of  unenclosed 
,  lands,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  own  in  common.  The 
6  has  witbin  a  square  mile  300  dwellings,  and  about  1,400  in- 
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habitants ;  there  are  three  churches,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  and 
1  Methodist,  and  the  Hempstead  Seminary,  a  fine  specimen  of  mod- 
em architecture.  There  is  a  newspaper  printing  ottice  in  the  village. 
The  village  of  Jerusalem,  upon  the  eastern  border  of  the  town,  con- 
tains about  150  inhabitants.  The  village  of  Near  Rockaway  is  abbot 
5  miles  SW.  of  Hempstead  village,  at  the  head  of  Rockaway  bay, 
which  can  be  approached  by  vessels  of  60  or  80  tons.  It  is  a  place 
of  some  business :  here  are  several  stores,  a  lumber  and  ship  yard, 
&;c.  Far  Rockaway,  about  29  miles  from  New  York,  has  grown 
into  importance  as  a  fashionable  watering  place.  The  "  Marine  Pa- 
vilion,**  a  splendid  hotel,  was  erected  here  in  1834,  near  the  beach, 
70  rods  from  the  ocean.  RaynorCown  is  a  small  village  5  miles  SE 
from  Hempstead  village. 

The  annexed  engraving  is  a  representation  of  the  monument  erected 
to  commemorate  the  terrible  loss  of  life  by  the  wreck  of  the  Bristol 
and  Mexico,  on  the  south  shore  of  this  town  in  1836-7.  The  grave 
is  about  3  feet  high,  9  wide,  and  100  feet  long,  and  contains  the  bodiei 
of  nearly  100  individuals.  It  is  situated  adjoining  the  Methodist 
burial  ground  at  N^ar  Rockaway,  in  this  town,  4  miles  southwest  of 
Hempstead  viUage.  This  monument  is  18  feet  in  height  from  the 
bottom  of  the  mound,  and  is  constructed  of  white  marble  from  the 
quarries  of  Westchester  county.     The  following  are  the  inscriptions: 

South  M'de.—- To  the  memoiy  of  77  per- 
SODS,  chiefly  omignnta  from  R»»f<MM<  h4 
Ireland,  being  tlie  onl  j  remuoi  id  IN 
souls,  compriang  the  pMoengen  uid  oew 
of  the  American  ship  JRr^fel,  Cepnia 
McKown,  wrecked  on  Far  Rockaway 
beach,  November  31,  1636. 

Weft  tide. — ^AU  the  bodies  of  the  Bru. 
tol  and  Mexico^  recoTered  from  the  ocean, 
and  decently  interred  near  this  spot,  were 
followed  to  the  grave  by  a  large  concooiat 
of  citizens  and  strangers,  and  an  addrm 
delivered  suited  to  the  occasion. 

Nmrih  tide* — ^To  the  memory  of  iiitf. 
two  peiBons,  chiefly  enHgrants  from  Eng- 
land and  Ireland ;  being  the  only  rcmainf 
of  115  souls,  forming  the  paspengefs  aad 
crew  of  the  American  berque  Mtxk% 
Capt.  Wioslow,  wrecked  on  Hempstead 
beach,  Jan.  2d,  1837. 

Etut  fide* — To  commemorate  the  mA- 
ancholy  fate  of  the  unfortunate  snflenn 
belonging  to  the  BritM  and  iUcms,  ikii 
monument  was  erected;  partly  by  ihi 
money  found  upon  their  persons,  and  paiu 
ly  by  the  contributions  of  the  benevcktf 
and  humane  in  the  eounty  of  Queew 


ir«ii 


aUEENS  COUNTY.  457 

**  The  ship  Briatol  sailed  from  liTeipooI  Oct.  15,  having  on  board  a  crew  of  aizteen  men, 
inclading  officera,  and  about  one  hundred  paBsengers,  chiefly  emigrant!.  She  had  a  fair 
pa  wage  acroas  the  Atlantic,  and  was  off  Sandy  Hook  at  9  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  Nor. 
SO,  with  her  lanterns  out  as  a  signal  for  a  pilot ;  at  which  time  the  gale  had  just  commen- 
ced. No  pilots,  however,  were  out,  and  the  ship  was  obliged  to  stand  off.  About  four 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  she  struck  on  Far  Rockaway,  and  at  daylight,  though  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  shore,  owing  to  the  heavy  sea,  no  relief  could  be  afforded  to  the  dis- 
tressed passengers  and  crew,  who  were  clinging  to  the  shrouds  and  other  parts  of  the  rig- 
ging ;  in  this  situation  they  remained  through  the  day.  About  11  o'clock  at  night,  the  sea 
somewhat  abating,  some  boats  went  to  her  relief,  and  succeeded  in  taking  off  the  captain, 
a  portion  of  the  crew,  and  some  of  the  passengers.  All  were  rescued  who  remained  on 
the  wreck  when  the  boats  reached  it,  but  during  the  day  the  ship  went  to  pieces,  and  the 
next  morning  her  stern-post  was  all  that  remained. 

**  Among  the  passengers  lost  was  Mr.  Donnelly,  of  New  York,  who  died  a  victim  to  hif 
own  philanthropy ;  and  Mrs.  Hogan  and  two  daughtera.  Mrs.  Donnelly,  her  nurse  and 
children  were  saved,  and,  with  other  women  and  children,  landed  by  the  first  boat  Twice 
the  boats  returned  to  the  wreck,  and  twice  Mr.  Donnelly  3rielded  his  place  to  others.  In 
the  third  attempt  to  go  off,  the  boats  were  swamped,  and  the  crew  became  discouraged, 
and  would  not  go  back.  In  the  mean  time  the  storm  increased,  and  Mr.  Donnelly,  with 
ibe  two  Mr.  Carletons,  took  to  the  foremast,  where  the  crew  and  many  steerage  paasen 
gars  had  sought  temporary  safety.  Unhappily,  this  mast  soon  went  by  the  board,  and  of 
about  twenty  persons  on  it,  the  only  one  saved  was  Mr.  Briscoe,  a  cabin  passenger,  which 
was  effected  by  his  catching  at  the  bowsprit  rigging,  whence  he  was  taken  by  the  boats. 
The  captain,  and  a  number  of  the  cabin  and  steerage  passengers,  were  on  the  mixenmast ; 
and  when  that  fell,  they  lashed  themselves  to  the  tafirail,  where  for  four  hoora  the  sea  broka 
over  them. 

**  Some  twenty  of  the  ateerage  passengers,  principally  women  and  children,  perished  al. 
most  immediately  after  the  ship  struck.  Even  before  they  could  leave  their  beilhi  the  ahip 
bilged,  filled,  and  all  below  were  drowned.  Not  a  groan  was  heard  to  denote  the  cataa. 
tropheH--so  awfully  sudden  was  it. 

**  And  to  those  whom  the  waves  and  the  mercy  of  God  had  spared,  what  was  the  eon. 
duct  of  their  brother  man  ?  Their  persons,  their  trunks,  were  searched  and  robbed  by  tha 
fiends  that  gathered  around  the  wreck.  One  hapless  being,  thrown  senseless  bnt  yet  aliva 
on  the  ahore,  and  having  about  him  his  all — ten  sovereigns — was  plundered  of  them !" 

Distressing  as  was  the  fate  of  the  Bristol,  the  wreck  of  the  Mexico 
was  still  more  terrible.  This  occurred  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  unhappy  crew  and  passengers  from  the  cold 
were  intense.  The  annexed  affecting  description  of  the  appearance 
after  death  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  who  perished  in  her,  is 
given  by  an  eye-witness : — 

"  On  reaching  Hempstead,  I  concluded  to  go  somewhat  off  the  road,  to  look  at  the  placa 
where  the  ship  Mexico  was  cast  away.  In  ^If  an  hour,  we  came  to  Lott*s  tavern,  soma 
foor  or  five  miles  this  side  of  the  beach,  where  the  ship  lay ;  and  there,  in  his  bam,  had 
been  deposited  the  bodies  of  the  ill-fated  passengers,  which  had  been  thrown  upon  tha 
•hore.  I  went  out  to  the  bam.  The  doors  were  open,  and  auch  a  aeene  aa  presented  it- 
aelf  to  my  view,  I  certainly  never  could  have  contemplated.  It  was  a  dreadfid,  a  fiightful 
aeene  of  horror. 

"  Forty  or  fifty  bodies,  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  were  lying  promiscuously  before  me  over 
the  floor,  all  firozen  and  as  solid  as  marble— and  all,  except  a  few,  in  the  very  dresses  in 
which  they  perished.  Some  with  their  hands  clenched,  as  if  for  warmth,  and  simost  every 
one  with  an  arm  crooked  and  bent,  as  it  would  be  in  clinging  to  the  rigging. 

**  There  were  scattered  about  among  the  number,  four  or  five  beautiful  little  girls,  from 
mx  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  their  cheeks  and  lips  as  red  as  roses,  with  their  calm  blue  eyas 
open,  looking  you  in  the  face,  as  if  they  would  speak.  I  cookl  hardly  realixe  that  they 
were  dead.  I  touched  their  cheeks,  and  they  were  frosen  as  hard  and  as  solid  as  a  rock, 
■nd  not  the  least  indentation  could  be  made  by  any  pressure  of  the  hand.  J  could  perceive 
a  feaemblsaice  to  each  other,  and  sopposed  them  to  be  the  danghten  of  a  passenger  named 
Pepper,  who  perished,  together  with  his  wile  and  all  the  frmily. 

**  On  the  arms  of  eome,  were  seen  the  impfasaiona  of  the  rope  which  they  had  climg  to, 
ihit  mark  of  the  twist  deeply  sunk  into  the  flesh.  I  saw  one  poor  negro  sailor,  a  tall  man, 
with  his  head  duowa  back,  hia  Upa  parted^  and  his  now  m/jbtUm  ereJMdls  tnmad  apwuda, 
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and  hiB  vnu  croaed  over  his  breant,  as  if  imploring  heaTen  far  aid.    Thin  poor  feDow  evi. 
dently  had  firoxen  while  in  the  act  of  fervent  prayer. 

**  One  female  had  a  rope  tied  to  her  leg,  which  had  bound  her  to  the  liggmg ;  and  anoiL 
er  little  fellow  had  been  crying,  and  was  thus  frozen,  with  the  muaclea  of  the  hee  jvm  m 
we  see  children  when  crying.  There  were  a  brother  and  a  aiater  dashed  upon  tiw  beach, 
locked  in  each  other's  arms ;  but  they  had  been  separated  in  the  bam.     All  the  mea  hid 


their  Ups  firmly  compressed  together,  and  with  the  most  agoniang  expreaaioii  od 
countenances  I  ever  beheld. 

•*  One  little  girl  had  raised  herself  on  tiptoe,  and  thus  was  frozen,  just  in  that  podfioe.  It 
was  an  awful  sight ;  and  such  a  picture  of  horror  was  before  me,  that  I  became  niMaa. 
■ciously  fixed  to  the  spot,  and  found  myself  trying  to  suppress  my  ordinaiy  brtathing.  kit 
I  should  disturb  the  repose  of  those  around  me.  I  was  aroused  from  the  mtery  bf  thi 
entrance  of  a  man — a  coroner. 

**AmI  was  about  to  leave,  my  attention  became  directed  to  a  giil,  who,  I  aitotwud 
learned,  had  come  that  morning  from  the  city  to  search  for  her  eister.  She  had  bsbi  fcr 
her  to  come  over  from  England,  and  had  received  intelligence  that  ahe  was  in  tfaii ; 
She  came  into  the  bam,  and  the  second  body  slie  cast  her  eyes  upon,  waa  hefs.  Bbm 
way  to  such  a  burst  of  impassioned  grief  and  anguish,  that  I  could  not  behold  her  wil 
sharing  in  her  feelings.  She  threw  herself  upon  the  cold  and  icy  free  and  naek  of  thi 
lifeless  body,  and  thus,  nith  her  arms  around  her,  remained  wailing,  moaniiqg,  and  mh^ 
Inng,  till  I  came  away ;  and  when  some  distance  off,  I  coidd  hear  her  calling  bar  by  bhm 
in  &e  most  firantic  manner. 

**  So  little  time,  it  appears,  had  they  to  prepare  for  their  fate,  that  I  perceived  a  bunch  of 
kejrs,  and  a  half  eaten  cake,  fall  firom  the  bosom  of  a  giii  whom  the  coroner  waa  remofing. 
The  cake  appeared  as  if  part  of  it  had  just  been  bitten,  and  hastily  thrust  into  her  boson, 
and  round  her  neck  was  a  riband,  with  a  pair  of  scissors. 

**  And  to  observe  the  stout,  rugged  sailors,  too,  whose  iroo  firames  conld  endure  so  Back 
hardship— here  they  lay  masses  of  ice.  Such  scenes  show  us,  indeed,  how  powerlew  sad 
feeble  ere  all  human  efforts,  when  contending  against  the  st<»ms  and  tempeata,  which  swscy 
with  resistless  violence  over  the  face  of  the  deep.  And  yet  the  ireasel  waa  ao  near  ifas 
ahore,  that  the  shrieks  and  moans  of  the  poor  creatures  were  heard  through  that  Isittr, 
dreadful  night,  till  towards  morning,  when  the  last  groan  died  away,  and  all  was  hushed  ia 
death,  and  the  murmur  of  the  raging  billows  was  all  the  sound  that  then  met  the  ear." 

Jamaica  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county.  Pop.  3,782. 
Its  name  is  derived  from  a  small  tribe  or  family  of  Indians,  \i'ho 
it  is  believed  dwelt  upon  the  shore  of  the  creek  putting  up  from 
the  bay  south  of  the  present  village  of  Jamaica,  and  called  the  *•  Ja- 
macd*  tribe.  In  1C5G  some  individuals  from  Milford  united  with  a 
few  of  the  inhabitants  from  Hempstead,  and  obtained  from  Gov- 
ernor Stuyvesant  permission  to  settle  the  town.  A  more  formal  and 
extensive  patent  was  granted  to  the  town  in  1660,  in  which  year  it 
was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Rtisdorpe,  from  a  town  of  that 
name  in  Ilolland,  and  which  it  retained  until  the  conquest,  when  the 
present  appellation  was  adopted.  The  first  house  for  religious  wor- 
ship was  erected  in  1662,  and  the  town  by  a  public  vote  agreed  to 
give  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Walker,  as  their  minister,  a  salary  of  sixty 
pounds  a  year,  payable  in  wheat  and  Indian  com  at  current  prices ; 
ne  was  accordingly  settled  here  in  1663. 

The  village  oi  Jamaica  is  a  beautiful  place.  It  is  located  upon  the 
Long  Island  railroad,  13  miles  from  New  York,  also  upon  the  great 
thoroughfare  from  Brooklyn  to  the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  and  en- 
joys cxcTY  desirable  facility  of  intercourse  with  the  surrounding 
country.  Here  are  concentrated  the  different  roads  leading  to  Brook* 
lyn,  Williamsburgh,  Rockaway,  Flushing,  Jericho,  and  Hempstead. 
This  village  was  made  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  north-riding  oi  York- 
shire, at  its  organization  in  1665 ;  and  so  continued  after  the 
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of  Long  Island  into  countiei)  in  1683,  until  the  erection  of  the  court- 
bouse  on  Hempstead  plains  in  1768.  The  offices  of  surrogate  and 
county  clerk  are  still  required  to  be  kept  here,  and  for  whicn  a  suit- 
able building  has  been  erected.  The  village  was  incorporated  April 
15,  1814,  and  has  been  gradually  increasing  in  buildings  and  popula- 
tion, till  it  now  contains  about  two  hundred  dwellings  and  fifteen 
hundred  inhabitants.  It  has,  besides  the  academies,  five  places  for 
public  worship,  two  newspaper  printing  offices,  two  drug-stores,  eight 
drygoods  and  grocery  stores,  two  boot  and  stationary  stores,  circu- 
lating library.  Bindery,  three  carriage- makers,  blind  and  sash  manu- 
fcctory,  cabinet-maker,  locksmith  jiianoforle  manufacturer,  and  many 
other  mechanics  and  artisans.  There  are  several  splendid  private 
residences  in  the  village  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  erected  by  gen- 
tlemen of  the  city,  who  find  it  both  convenient  and  agreeable.  Here 
is  the  depot  of  the  Brooklyn  and  Jamaica  railroad  company,  with 
their  large  and  commodious  car-house,  engine-house,  and  machine 
^ops.  Ttiis  company  was  incorporated  April  25,  1632,  to  continue 
for  fifty  years,  with  a  capital  of  9300,000.  In  1636  it  was  leased  for 
a  term  of  years  to  the  Long  Island  railroad  company  at  an  annual 
rent,  and  has  since  been  under  the  direction  of  Uiat  incorporation. 
The  latter  company  commenced  running  cars  upon  their  road  as  far 
B8  Hicksville  on  the  1st  of  March,  1687,  from  which  time  it  has  been 
in  constant  operation. 

"  CiiMii  QnrM,  where  tbotmodi  congrefste  >t  staled  periodi  to  wicuMi  Ae  iporta  of 
Ae  Uuf,  a  liNsled  upon  (he  wmtem  limiMorthe  town.  This  beaatifal  coune  ah  fei^iwt 
9m  I  mila  m  length,  on  «  perfeellf  UtbI  Bot&cc,  with  ■  good  tnek  ;  uid  SyutirtntUT 
•OMidend  one  of  the  btM  in  the  United  Blalea.  Better  time  ha>  Iwen  mcdiupoa  it,  lod 
man  {nqueotly,  tb*a  oa  my  other  ooune  in  the  eonntt^.  Coonectad  wiiUHi  >  Joekaf 
Clnb  of  abonl  two  hundred  uid  fifty  nwmben,  who  contribute  anniuJly  tweatj  dnluB 
Mch  lowardi  die  Jockey  Cinb  punes.  There  wu  run  over  thii  coutie,  the  97th  of  Usy, 
im^  CM  «f  dM  MOM  MosAabU  tad  bMUanuMed  tmm  ihM  •*«*  Msk  ptaM  ia  Abcv. 
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ica ;  being  a  match  nee  of  four  mile  heats,  for  twenty  thooBaiid  doUan  aade,  betwMi  Ai 
North  and  the  South,  upon  their  reepectiTe  champions,  Edipm  and  JXnvy;  and  wfaichra 
woo  in  three  heats  hj  Eclipse.  The  time  was  as  foUows :  first  heat,  V  37"— aecoad  hHl, 
T  49*— -and  the  duid  heat,  &  24^ ;  whole  time,  twenty^hiee  minutes  and  fifty 


CoL.  Makutds  WiujErm 
b<»n  of  a  respectable  fimniyat 
Jamaica,  July  Slst,  (old  ttfk^ 
1740.    He  comment  Ui  mlL 

^  the  eany  age  of  17,  m  1M 

FVench  war,  and  was  with  Abercrombie  in  his  unfortunate  expedition  against  TicoQdflrq|ii 
He  was  also  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Frontenac.  In  1775,  he  senred  as  a  captain  viHr 
Monigomery,  in  the  earlier  portion  of  his  campaign  in  Canada.  In  November,  1776^  hi 
received  the  commission  of  lieutenanucolonel.  During  the  investment  of  Fort  Stanwixii 
August,  1777,  by  St.  Leger  with  a  body  of  regulars,  Indians,  and  tones,  he  was  second  ii 
command.  (See  p.  367.)  For  his  skill  and  bravery  on  this  occasion,  coogreas  voted  In 
an  elegant  swonL  He  was  a  volunteer  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  28th  of  June,  178& 
Fkom  towards  the  close  of  1780,  imtil  the  end  of  the  war,  he  had  charge  of  the  troops  di- 
finiding  the  northwestern  frontier  of  New  York.  While  on  this  duty  he  commanded  at  ihi 
battle  of  Johnatown.  (See  p.  172.)  In  private  life,  he  was  one  of  the  most  amiabb  €i 
man,  and  after  the  war,  held  several  civil  offices,  the  Isst  of  which  was  the  mayoialqr  of 
New  York.  He  died  universally  regretted  in  the  city  of  New  York,  August  3d,  1830,  m 
the  91st  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  with  military  honors. 


**  Rinrus  Kmo,  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain,  graduated  at  Hanrard  eoL 
lege  in  1777.  In  1778,  he  was  an  aid  to  Sullivan  in  an  expedition  against  the  Britidi  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  studied  law  with  Mr.  Parsons,  at  Newburyport,  and  was  tihni"***  ta 
practice  in  1780.  He  was  a  representative  from  Newburyport  in  the  legialature.  In  1784, 
the  legislature  appointed  him  a  delegate  in  congress.  In  1787,  he  was  selected  as  a  dcfe. 
gate  from  Massachusetts  to  the  convention  called  for  devising  a  constitution  for  the  VtM 
Statea.  He  afterward  was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  Msssachuaetta  for  adopdof  tks 
eonstimdon.  Having  removed  to  New  York,  he  was  elected  a  seiutor  from  that  stati  ii 
1789.  During  the  violent  discussions  respecting  the  British  treaty  in  1794,  he  oOiOpeniid 
with  others  in  its  defence.  Of  the  paper  concerning  this  treaty,  with  the  signatare  of  Ca> 
millus,  usually  ascribed  to  Gen.  Hamilton,  all  the  numbeis  excepting  die  ten  fint  «■• 
written  by  him.  He  was  one  of  those  who  opposed  with  success  Mr.  Gallatin's  rightist 
■eat  in  the  senate.  In  1796,  he  was  appointed  by  Washington  minister  plenipoteatiiiy  to 
Great  Britain.  He  returned  to  America  in  1803.  In  May,  1806,  he  removed  pennanoH^ 
with  his  family  to  Jamaica.  In  1813,  he  was  again  chosen  a  senator  in  coogreas,  iid 
although  personally  opposed  to  the  declaration  of  war  in  1812  as  impolitic,  yet  no  oos  es> 
hibited  a  higher  degree  of  patriotism  in  supporting  it.  In  1816,  he  was  the  unsoocesifid 
candidate  of  the  anti^ministration  party  for  governor  of  the  state.  In  1820,  he  wis  rs> 
elected  again  to  the  senate,  where  he  continued  until  1825.  In  1825,  he  was  ifii> 
appointed  minister  to  England,  where  after  remaining  one  year  he  returned  to  the  Uoiasd 
States.  He  died  April  27,  1827.  In  person,  Mr.  £ng  was  above  the  coounonaxe,iid 
somewhat  athledc ;  with  a  countenance,  manly,  dignified,  and  bespeaking  high  intelUgenoe. 
His  manners  were  courteous,  his  disposidon  afiable,  and  his  convenatioQ  and  wiitiflgi  ia> 
maikable  for  conciseness  and  force." 


**  TuoKAs  Tritxton,  whose  achievements  shed  lustre  on  the  infant  navy  of  this  coimtiyf 
was  die  son  of  an  eminent  English  lawyer,  and  was  bom  at  Jamaica,  Feb.  17th,  175S.* 
At  the  age  of  twelve,  he  made  the  choice  of  the  profession  of  a  sailor.  **  In  1775,  he  eo» 
manded  a  vessel,  and  distinguished  himself  by  bis  depredations  on  British  commerce  duMf 
the  revolution.  He  subsequendy  engaged  in  commerce,  till  the  year  1794,  when  he  wtf 
appointed  to  the  frigate  Constitution.  In  1799,  he  captured  the  F^nch  fngktm  Vh0^ 
gente ;  and  in  the  following  year  he  obtained  a  victory  over  the  La  Vei^^eance.  On  *i 
cloae  of  the  French  war  he  retired  from  the  navy,  and  died  at  Philadelphia  in  Ittfi;  ia  kif 
67di  year."^ 

Newtown,  originally  named  Middlcburght  includes  Ricker^s  and 
'  vo   other   ialanoB   of  the  sound  opposite  the  town ;  diMuU  finoB 
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New  York  about  8  miles.  Pop.  5,054.  The  first  white  emigrants  of 
Ae  town  were  English,  who  came  here  in  1651.  They  were  allow- 
ed many  privile^  by  the  Dutch  appertaining  to  an  independent  com- 
■ranity.  The  village  of  Newtown  is  situated  on  the  Flushing  tum- 
pikcy  7  miles  from  Brooklyn.  It  contains  1  Dutch  Reformed,  1  Epis- 
copal, and  1  Presbyterian  church,  and  about  80  dwellings.  In  the 
Ticinity  of  Ravenswood  are  the  valuable  farms  of  the  Corporation  of 
New  York,  upon  which  buildings  have  been  constructed  for  the  ac- 
eooimodation  of  more  than  500  children,  maintained  at  the  public  ex- 


**  Tlie  fint  church  was  erected  in  the  present  village  of  Newtown,  in  the  year  1670,  on 
dte  arriTml  of  the  ReT.  William  Leverich,  (sometimes  spelled  Leveridge.)  He  had  been 
4kiB  fifst  Presbyterian  miniiter  of  Huntington,  and  was  likewise  one  of  the  original  pur- 
dbmen  d  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay  in  1653.  Mr.  Leverich  remained  here  till  his  death  in 
1M2,  and  was  a  highly  useful  man,  being  well  acquainted  with  public  business,  and  distin- 
fiMhed  for  great  industry  and  enterprise.  The  most  ancient  volume  of  records  in  the 
CMrk"li  office  of  this  town  is  prefaced  by  about  one  hundred  pages,  in  the  hand-wriling  of 
4ii  Centlemaji,  bat  in  abbreviated  characters ;  purporting  to  be  a  commentaiy  upon  a  por- 
tfoB  of  the  Old  Testament,  afibrding  conclusive  evidence  of  his  learning,  patience,  and  iiu 
instry.  He  is  characterized  by  Hubbard,  in  his  history  of  New  England,  as  *  an  able  and 
worthy  minister.*  Many  of  his  descendants  are  at  tlus  time  residents  of  the  town."  St« 
Jnnes*  Episcopal  church  in  this  town  was  built  in  1734,  and  a  Dutch  Reformed  church  luus 
hmn  erected  here  for  more  than  a  century. 

Besides  Newtown  village,  there  are  several  other  smaller  settle- 
ments ;  none  of  which  are  of  much  note  except  Hallet's  Cove,  lately 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  Astoria.  It  is  the  most  important 
place  in  the  town,  and  is  eligibly  situated  on  East  river,  a  short 
distance  above  Blackwell's  Island,  and  opposite  86th  street,  New 
Tork  city,  where  there  is  a  convenient  steam  ferry.  Two  handsome 
churches  and  several  splendid  private  mansions  have  lately  been 
erected  here.  The  village  itself  is  compactly  built,  and  well  calcu- 
lated for  commercial  and  manufacturing  purposes.  Of  this  remark- 
able spot,  the  tradition  is,  that  an  Englisn  adventurer,  whose  name 
was  Uallet,  about  the  year  1640,  for  a  barrel  of  beef  and  a  few  trink- 
ets, purchased  from  the  Indians  this  tract  of  land.  Having  taken  to 
Uinself  in  marriage  a  sturdy  Dutch  lass,  they  settled  down  here,  and  in 
the  process  of  some  twenty  years,  by  their  united  exertions  became 
not  only  independent,  but  the  parents  of  a  numerous  race,  many  of 
whom  are  still  respectable  in  character  and  connections.  There  is 
here  an  extensive  manufactory  of  carpets,  chair  factory,  wool  card 
6ctory,  bellows  factory,  one  for  chemical  preparations,  and  several 
nrdens  and  nurseries  for  the  rearing  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees. 
The  celebrated  Hell  or  Hurl  gate  is  in  this  vicinity,  where  those, 
says  a  certain  writer,  who  love  to  witness  the  impetuous  stride  of 
tngiT  currents,  with  cra^ged  and  zigzag  courses  amon^  the  rocks, 
can  hardly  find  a  better  place  for  full  gratification.  Yessefs  are  some- 
times wrecked  at  this  spot  During  the  revolution  the  Endish  friff- 
•te  Huzza,  in  attempting  to  pass  Hell  Gate  to  get  to  sea  by  the  sound, 
struck  a  rock,  soon  filled,  and  sunk  in  deep  water.  Under  an  impres- 
sion that  there  was  a  rich  military  chest  on  board,  unsuccessful  at- 
lenpls  were  made  to  recover  the  treasure  by  means  of  diving  bells. 
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North  Hempstead,  the  county  town,  was  formed  firom  Hempiteid 
in  1764.  This  town  has  produced  several  eminent  men,  among 
whom  was  the  late  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  Professor  of  Natural  HisUwy, 
&c.,  in  Columbia  college.  He  was  bom  August  20, 1764,  and  died  S^ 
tember  7,  1831.  Manhasset  is  the  name  lately  substituted  for  Cow 
Neck,  and  designates  a  rich  and  fertile  tract  in  this  town.  Sit> 
uated  on  this  tract,  on  the  North  Hempstead  turnpike,  is  a  small  cluster 
of  buildings,  consisting  of  three  houses  of  public  worship,  a  taven^ 
academy,  and  a  few  private  dwellings.  At  the  most  northerly  pait 
of  Manhasset  is  the  Sands'  point  Hghthouse,  in  the  vicinity  of  wmdi 
formerly  was  the  celebrated  KidcTs  Rock,  near  which  it  is  generally 
believed  tliat  notorious  freebooter  made  valuable  deposits.  During 
the  revolution  bands  of  marauders  were  accustomed  to  land  upon 
these  shores  in  the  night,  and  rob  and  cruelly  treat  the  inhabitants. 
In  one  instance  a  Mr.  Jar  vis,  aided  by  an  old  lady  living  in  the  same 
house,  succeeded  in  beating  off  one  of  these  gangs,  killing  and  woand- 
ing  several  of  the  assailants.  Three  miles  easterly  of  the  Manhasset 
churches,  beautifully  located  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  is  the  village  of 
Hempstead  Harbor,  containing  about  40  dwellings.  North  Hemp- 
stead and  Lakeville  are  small  settlements ;  at  the  former  are  the 
county  buildings.  The  first  paper-mill  erected  in  the  state  was  es- 
tablished here  about  a  century  since  by  Andrew  Qnderdonk,  ances- 
tor of  Bishop  Onderdonk  of  the  Episcopal  church.     Pop.  3,891. 

Oyster  Bay  embraces  a  larger  extent  of  territory  than  any  other 
town  in  the  county,  and  includes  Lloyds  Neck  or  Queens  village,  and 
Hog  island.  Pop.  5,864.  In  1640,  an  attempt  was  made  by  some 
persons  from  Lynn,  Mass.,  to  form  a  settlement  upon  the  present  site 
of  the  village  of  Oyster  Bay ;  but  meeting  with  opposition  finom  the 
Dutch,  the  settlement  was  abandoned.  The  first  permanent  settle- 
ment was  made  in  1653,  by  the  English,  on  the  site  of  this  village. 
Oyster  Bay  village,  on  the  south  side  of  the  harbor,  is  28  miles  Xfe. 
from  New  York  and  contains  about  350  inhabitants.  On  the  high 
ground,  near  the  Baptist  church,  are  the  remains  of  a  fortification 
erected  during  the  revolution,  to  prevent  any  hostile  American  force 
from  entering  the  bay. 


In  the  year  1660,  Mary  Wright,  a  very  poor  and  ignorant  woman  of  Oyster  Bay 
pected  of  having  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  author  of  evil.  She  was  arrested,  hut  ti 
there  existed  no  tribunal  here  which  the  people  considered  competent  to  try  her  case,  ilw 
was  sent  to  Massachusetts,  to  stand  her  thai  for  witekeraft.  She  waa  acqnittiBd  of  tkii 
crime,  but  nevertheless  waa  convicted  of  being  a  Quaker,  and  sentenced  to  be  haniiH 
out  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  first  Baptist  church  in  this  village  was  erected  in  1734,  and  atin  remains  a  cviotf 
relic  of  that  age.  It  is  about  30  feet  square,  with  a  quadrangolar  pointed  rooC  and  lo 
longer  used  *'/ifr  lodging  folk  dispooed  to  wleep;'*  having  Utely  been  converted  into  ■ 
BUble.  The  present  church  was  built  in  1801.  Glen  Cove  is  a  considerable  village  oo  the 
east  side  of  Hempstead  harbor.  The  Dutch  church  at  Wolver  Hollow  waa  Irailt  in  17SSi 
and  having  stood  just  100  years,  was  followed  by  the  present  chnrch  in  1898.  Tlie  villig* 
of  Jericho  contains  about  350  inhabitants.  The  Fnenda  mcetingJioaBe  was  fint  tnttd 
at  this  place  in  1689,  at  which  time  several  families  of  Friends  took  up  their  residence  hcKi 
and  soon  after  on  the  neighboring  lands  about  Westbury.  This  place  waa  for  a  conaiderabl* 
period  the  residence  of  Elias  Hicks,  the  founder  of  the  sect  of  Hickate  Qukere,  so  alBti 
latinction  from  the  orthodox  Friendi;  be  aectladkan  in  1771,  and  dM IB  1^^  Hsvi> 
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in  fim  kmu  of  NoHh  Hempffead,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1748.  Hk  education 
fitmnely  limited.  At  the  age  of  17,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  carpenter.  He  began  hit 
poiblic  labors  in  the  society  of  Friends  in  1795,  and  travelled  at  different  periods  over  a 
gnat  portion  of  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  province  of  Canada.  It 
fetuppoeed  that  during  his  public  ministry  he  travelled  over  10,000  miles,  and  that  he  pro. 
WHinced  at  least  1,000  public  discounea.  He  likewise  found  time  to  write  and  publish 
■nch  upon  religious  subjects,  upon  war  and  the  practice  of  negro  slavery.  **  He  was  a 
paiBon  of  rough  exterior,  but  of  vigorous  intellect ;  and  making  no  pretensions  to  elegance 
of  alyle,  he  reasoned  with  much  force,  and  addressed  himself  to  the  every^y  common 
rather  than  the  imagination  of  bis  auditors.** 


Norwich  is  a  small  village,  3  miles  S.  of  Oyster  Bay.  Hicks- 
Tille,  2  miles  S.  of  Jericho,  is  located  upon  the  eastern  part  of 
the  CTeat  plains  at  the  present  termination  of  the  Long  Island  rail- 
road. In  the  vicinity  of  Bethpage  is  Fort  Neck,  so  called  on  ac- 
eount  of  two  old  Indian  forts,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  very 
conspicuous.     The  village  of  Cold  Spring  is  situated  at  the  head  and 

aion  both  sides  of  Cold  Spring  harbor,  and  partly  in  the  town  of 
ontington.  It  contains  about  500  inhabitants  and  several  large 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  is  possessed  likewise  of  consider- 
able shipping. 

In  May,  1779,  Maj.  Gen.  Silliman,  superintendent  of  the  coast  of  Fairfield,  in  Connect!, 
eat,  was  taken  prisoner  in  die  night,  by  a  party  of  refugees  who  crossed  over  the  sound 
feom  Lloyds  Neck  in  a  whale  boat  The  boat  returned  here  with  their  prisoner,  and  he  was 
■oon  after  conveyed  to  New  York.  At  that  time  there  was  no  prisoner  in  possession  o[ 
die  Americans  whom  the  British  would  accept  for  the  general.  After  some  consideradon 
it  was  determined  to  procure  one.  The  person  selected  was  Hon.  Thomas  Jones,  of  Fort 
Neck,  Long  Island,  at  that  time  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  province  of  New 
T«ffk.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  November,  he  was  captured  by  a  party  of  volunteers 
aadar  Capt.  Hawley,  who  had  crossed  over  the  sound  for  the  purpose.  The  judge  was 
DOBveyed  to  Connecdcut,  and  became  an  inmate  in  the  family  of  Mrs.  Silliman ;  and  during 
iht  aeveral  days  that  he  remained  in  her  house,  she  used  every  means  in  her  power  to  make 
hii  Mtiuitioo  agreeable.  But  although  few  ladies  could  contribute  more  effectually  to  this 
papoee,  the  judge  was  distant,  reeerved,  and  suUen.  An  exchange  was  effected  sometime 
■ftarward.  The  grave  of  Capt.  John  Underhill,  who  was  so  celebrated  in  the  Indian  wars 
■  New  England,  if  in  this  town.  He  hved  here  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  upon  hia 
faimin  1673. 


RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 

Rehbselaer  county  was  taken  from  Albany  in  1791.  Greatest 
length  30,  greatest  breadth  22  miles ;  centrally  distant  from  New 
York  N.  156,  and  from  Albany  £.10  miles.  The  eastern  portion 
of  the  county  is  broken  and  hilly,  and  in  some  places  rather  moun- 
tainooa  and  interspersed  with  fertile  valleys.  The  central  and  west- 
ern part  is  diversified  with  hills,  and  a  gently  undulating  surface.  It 
has  extensive  valleys  and  flats  of  alluvion,  with  a  warm  rich  soil ; 
mhI  the  uplands  have  an  easy  soil,  well  adapted  to  the  various  pur- 
poses of  agriculture.  There  are  an  abundance  of  mill  sites,  and  the 
ttomerous  streams  irrigate  every  portion  of  the  county.  This  county 
had  partial  settlements  at  a  very  early  period  of  our  history,  and  has 


long  sustained  a  very  considerable  population.  The  whole  of  As 
county,  except  the  towns  of  Schaghticoke,  Pittstown,  Hoorick,  and 
north  part  of  Lansingburg  and  part  of  Troy,  is  comprised  within  tbs 
Rensselaer  wye  k  patent,  leased  under  the  ordinary  rent,  is  farms,  it 
ten  bushels  of  wheat  the  hundred  acres.  The  county  contains  II  ' 
towns  and  the  city  of  Troy.     Pop.  60,303.  \ 

BBRLrN,  taken  from  Petersburg,  Stephentown,  and  Schodaclb  ■■ 
1806 ;  centrally  distant  from  Albany  and  Troy  E,  30  miles.     Pof.    , 
1,794.     A  few  German  families  settled  in  "  the  Hollow,"  about  1784.  \ 
Berlin  and  Berlin  Centre  are  small  villages. 

Bbunswick,  taken  from  Troy  in  1807 ;  from  Albany  NEL  13  nulea 
Fop.  3,051.     Kamerton  and  Millville  are  small  villages. 

Ctbafton,  taken  from  Troy  and   Petersburg  in  1807 ;  from  Troy 
E.  14  miles.     Pop.  3,01».     Patroons  Mills  is  a  small  village. 

Gbbenbush,  taken  from  Rensselacm'yck  in  1792  and  1796.     Po]k    I 
8,701.     Bath,  Defriestville,  and  Wynanls  Kill,  are  small  settlenienti.  , 
Greenbush  village,  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudson,  opposite  Albany,  wm 
incorporated  in  1815,  and  has  about  100  dwellings. 


Remains  of  the  Barracks  at  Oreenbush,  1840. 

The  United  States  cantonment,  now  in  ruins,  was  erected  here 
during  the  late  war,  on  a  commanding  eminence  3  miles  SSE.  of 
Albany.  It  consisted  of  very  extensive  wooden  barracks  for  soldien, 
ofRccrs'  quarters,  &c.,  &c..  calculated  for  the  accommodation  in 
winter  quarters  of  5,000  men. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  execution  of  a  deserter  at  this  place 
during  the  late  war,  was  written  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
army.     It  is  shockingly  minute  in  its  details. 

"  la  ISU,  I  WW  Maliani!il  with  a  detachment  of  United  Stat«i  troopa  at  GivenhB^  'a 
the  alalB  of  New  York.  One  tnoming  seterat  pcisonen,  confined  in  the  provoat  fuaii- 
hooBfl.  were  brought  out  to  hear  the  aeuleaee  which  a  coiirt-manial  had  snneKed  lo  dwr 
delinquenciea  rrad  on  punide.  Their  eppeuanca  indicated  thai  their  kx  bad  alnadr  baw 
aofliciendf  hard.  Some  wore  marka  of  tong  confinement,  and  on  all,  dta  aeVBiil;  til  da 
priiDn-hoiiae  had  eiutamped  its  imprenrion.  They  looked  dejected  at  lUa  pgblie  ei 
and  uuioiu  to  leim  Iheir  Tale.  I  had  never  aecn  the  lace  of  uiy  of  lli  '  ' 
knew  that  a  aiogle  one  of  Iheni  had  been  adjudged  to  death.  Soon 
sailed  and  their  aBntelicea  announced,  I  diacerned  hf  hit  agonj  aod  f< 
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OD  wImnb  tet  Motenoe  wm  to  &I1 ;  a  mui  m  the  blooai  of  footh  and  the  hlntm  oC 
iMoltii  tad  Ticor. 

**  Ptampioa  by  feelioga  of  fljrmpathj,  I  caOed  next  morning  totee  kim  in  priion.  TlMra» 
vlttined  by  tlM  leg  to  iIm  beam  of  the  guard-house,  he  was  reading  the  Ubie,  tiying  to  pi*, 
ipaie  himself,  as  hb  said,  for  the  fatal  hour.  I  learned  from  him  the  eiremnstaneea  of  hb 
case.  He  was  the  father  of  a  family ;  having  a  wife  and  three  young  children,  thirty  or 
Ibrty  miles  distant  from  the  camp.  His  crime  waa  desertion,  of  which  he  had  been  threo 
timea  guilty.  His  only  object  in  leaving  the  camp,  in  the  lest  instance,  was  to  visit  his  w^ 
wmd  children.  Having  seen  that  all  wss  well  with  them,  it  was  his  intention  to  retain.  Birt 
whatever  waa  his  intention,  he  was  a  deserter,  and  as  such  taken  and  brought  into  the 
camp ;  manacled,  and  under  the  guard  of  his  fellow.ooldiers.  The  time  between  the  sen. 
trace  and  its  execution  was  brief;  the  authority  in  whom  alone  was  vested  the  power  of 
reprieve  or  pardon,  distant  Thus  he  had  no  hope,  and  only  retinested  the  attendance  of  a 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  permission  to  see  his  wife  and  children.  The  first  part  of  Ui 
request  was  granted,  but  whether  he  was  permitted  or  not  to  see  his  fiunily,  I  do  not  now 
remember. 

**  Dreading  the  hour  of  his  execution,  I  resolved,  if  possible,  to  avoid  being  prssent  at  thi 
acene.  But  the  commander  of  the  poet,  Col.  L- — ,  sent  me  an  express  Older  to  atteoi, 
that  sgreeably  to  the  usagee  of  the  army  I  might,  in  my  official  capacity  of  smgeoo,  sea 
tfie  sentence  fully  execut^. 

**  The  poor  feUow  was  taken  from  the  goard-house  to  be  escorted  to  the  iiMal  spoC  B^ 
ton  him  was  his  coffin ;  a  box  of  rough  |nne  board*— home  on  the  shonlderB  o(  two  men. 
ne  prisoner  stood  with  his  arms  pinioned,  between  two  clergymen ;  a  white  cotton  gown« 
or  wiiiding..ahect,  rsached  to  his  feet.  It  was  trimmed  with  black,  and  had  attadied  to  it 
Oi?ar  the  piaoe  of  the  real  heart,  the  bhu;k  image  of  a  heart ;  the  Biark  at  which  the  exeea- 
tioners  were  to  aim.  On  his  head  was  a  cap  of  white,  also  trinuned  wiik  black.  BQa  conu 
tenance  waa  blanched  to  the  hoe  of  his  vrinding^heet,  and  hie  frame  trembled  with  agony. 
He  saaBned  leaolved,  however,  tosoffer  like  ast^er.  Behind  Um  were ammiberof priaoB. 
are,  confined  fi>r  various  offences ;  next  to  them  was  a  strong  guard  of  soldiaia,  with  £bMd 
bayooaii  and  loaded  muskets.    My  station  wss  in  the  rear  of  the  whole. 

^Ovprocesrioo  thus  formed,  and  with  much  feeling  and  in  low  voiceaon  the  part  of  tlia 
dken»  we  moved  forward  wi^  slow  and  measored  steps  to  the  tone  of  the  dealA  MorvJI, 
AmIi  Qmiditf)  phtyad  widi  muffled  dmma  and  monminf  filea.  The  aeaiia  waa  aolsnni 
if^pndttapgwna  of  description.  Amanin  the  vigor  of  lob  wattanf  to  hia  graves  to  tha 
IVM  of  Ida  owp  daathjnareh,  clothed  in  hia  bniial  robes,  suroonded  by  fiienda  aasamblad 
^'  nifcit  thia  hat  aad  offieea  of  aflectioo,  and  to  weep  over  him  in  the  last  sad  hour :  no, 
itollgr.'thsaa»biitliya(ddiam  with  bristling  bayonets  and  kwded  mnskets,  mgad  I7  alsn 
mm/iatA  10  dk>  the  violanoa  of  death  to  a  feOow-aoldier ;  as  he  surveys  the  nwltimde,  ha 
baMii  wjook  of  taBderaess,  no  tear  of  aensibility ;  he  hears  no  plaint  of  grief;  all,  all  ia 
atom  at  Iba  in«  ikor  of  the  law  which  daereea  hia  death. 

**••..  AnU  nflaetiona  like  theaa,  wa  airivad  at  the  plaee  of  azeention,  a  laige  opaa 
field,  in  whose  centre  a  heap  of  earth,  freehly  thrown  up,  marked  the  spot  of  the  deeertai^ 
grave.  On  thia  field  the  whole  force  then  at  the  cantonment,  amounting  to  many  hundred 
BMO,  waa  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square,  with  the  side  bejrond  the  grave  vacant. 
The  exoontioDMa,  ei|^t  in  number,  had  been  drawn  by  lot.  No  aohfier  would  vohmteer 
lor  such  a  duty.  Their  muskets  had  been  charged  by  the  officer  of  the  day ;  seven  of  them 
with  ban,  the  eighdi  with  powder  akme.  Thus  prepared  they  were  placed  together,  and 
aaeh  aiaentioBer  takea  his  choiea.  Thus  each  may  believe  that  he  hm  the  blank  canridga, 
and  iherelbra  hm  no  hand  in  the  death  of  hia  brother  aoldier;  atrikiBg  indieatiom  of  tfaa 
natore  of  die  service. 

**  The  coffin  ww  placed  parallel  with  the  grave,  and  aboot  two  feet  distant.  In  tfaa 
hlatfaulng  space  the  prisoner  waa  directed  to  stand.  He  desired  pemiaBion  to  my  a  word 
to  his  feltow.4okliei8 ;  and  thm  atanding  between  his  coffin  and  his  grave,  vramed  them 
i^atnat  desertion,  continuing  to  speak  nntil  the  officer  on  duty,  with  his  watch  in  hia  hand* 
announced  to  him  in  a  low  voice,  *  Two  o'clock,  your  Isst  moment  is  at  hand ;  yon  nraat 


kntil  ipoo  yov  coffin.'  This  done,  the  officer  drew  down  the  white  cap,  ao  m  to  eover 
iha  ayaa  aad  OMMit  of  the  feee  of  the  prisoner— BtUI  eontianiog  to  speak  m  a  harried,  kmd, 
mmi  agitated  voice.  The  kneeling  wm  the  signal  for  the  exaoatiaiieia  to  advance.  They 
had  bslbra,  to  avoid  binng  diacingnisbad  by  the  prisoner,  stood  inteimmgled  with  the  sokHen 
who  femiad  the  lina.  Thuj  pow  oame  forward,  marBhing  abreast,  wad  took  their  stand  a 
ittia  to  tha  kft,  abo«t  two  loda  distant  fimn  their  living  mark.  The  officer  raised  hia 
aaroid.  Attfais  signal,  tha  exacmlonnatedk  aim.  Ha  then  gave  a  blow  on  a  drum  whieb 
was  at  hand;  the  axaeationerB  all  fired  at  ^  aame  inatanL  The  miserable  man,  vrith  a 
iMnid mnaBtbaaad  tarn  tha  aaith, and  ihllWwaaaWiaQaa  aad  hia gmva.    Thaaar. 
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gMat  of  the  goard,  a  monioiit  ■Aer,  ilioc  him  tliroagh  the  head  with  a  mnlMt  mui  lad  §m 
this  purpose  in  ease  the  exeeationen  failed  to  produce  inetant  death.  The  earyaaat,  §nm 
motiTee  of  humanitj,  held  the  muizle  of  hit  musket  near  the  head ;  ao  near  that  the  ci^ 
took  fire ;  and  there  the  body  lay  upon  the  face ;  the  head  emitting  the  miiigied  fimea  df 
homing  cotton  and  burning  hair.  O  war,  dreadful  even  in  thy  tendemeaa ;  honible  eiin 
in  thy  compaanon ! 

*'  I  was  deaired  to  perform  my  part  of  the  ceremony ;  and  placing  my  hand  where  jm 
before  the  pulae  beat  full,  and  the  life  flowed  warm,  and  finding  no  symptom  of  either,  I 
affirmed,  he  kb  dead.  The  line  then  marched  by  the  body,  as  it  lay  upon  the  earth,  iha 
head  still  smoking ;  that  every  man  might  behold  for  himself  the  fate  of  a  deserter. 

'*  Thus  far,  all  had  been  dreadful  indeed,  but  solemn,  as  it  became  the  sending  of  a  spirif 
to  its  dread  account ;  but  now  tlie  scene  changes.  The  whole  band  atruck  up,  and  with 
uncommon  animation,  our  national  air,  (Yankee  Doodle,)  and  to  ita  liTely  measures  ws 
were  hurried  back  to  our  parade  ground.  Having  been  dismissed,  the  commander  of  iha 
post  sent  an  invitation  to  all  the  officers  to  meet  mt  his  quarters,  whither  we  repaired,  and 
were  treated  to  a  glass  of  gin  and  water.  Thus  this  melancholy  tragedy  ended  in  what 
seemed  little  better  than  a  &rce ;  a  fiedr  specimen,  the  former  of  the  dread  aeverity^Hhs 
latter  of  the  moral  sensibUities  which  prevail  in  the  camp.'* 

H008ICK  was  originally  organized  as  part  of  Albany  county.  Pop. 
8,640.  Hoosick  Falls,  24  mues  NE.  of  Troy,  is  a  manufacturing  vu- 
lage,  containing  about  70  or  100  dwellings.  The  Hoosick  river  here 
falls  40  feet  Buskirk's  bridge,  which  is  partly  in  Washington 
county,  Barker's  Mills,  and  Macnamara,  or  North  Iloosick,  are  small 
villages. 

Within  the  limits  of  this  town  a  portion  of  the  battle  of  Bennington 
was  fought,  August  16th,  1777. 

The  progress  of  Burgoyne  thoroughly  alarmed  the  American 
states,  it  being  well  known  that  the  American  forces  under  Gen. 
Schuyler  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  capture  of  Albany,  when- 
ever It  was  reached  by  the  enemy.  Instead  ofthinking  of  submissioo, 
the  Americans  met  this  alarming  crisis  with  firmness  and  resolution, 
and  great  exertions  were  made  to  reinforce  the  army.  G^n.  Lincoln 
was  directed  to  raise  and  take  the  command  of  the  New  England 
militia.  Gen;  Arnold,  and  Col.  Morgan  with  his  riflemen,  were  de- 
tached to  the  northern  army,  and  congress  elected  Gen.  Gates  as 
commander. 

**  While  the  American  army  was  thus  assuming  a  more  respectable  appearance,  Geo. 
Burgoyne  was  making  very  slow  advances  towards  Albany.  From  the  38th  of  July  to  the 
15th  of  August,  (1777,)  the  British  army  was  continually  employed  in  bringing  forward 
hatteaux,  provisions,  and  ammunition  from  Fort  George,  to  the  first  navigable  part  of  Had. 
eon's  river ;  a  distance  of  not  more  than  18  miles.  The  labor  wss  excessive,  the  Europe- 
ana  were  but  little  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  performing  it  to  advantage,  and  the 
effect  was  in  no  degree  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  labor  and  time.  With  all  the  efium 
that  Burgo3me  could  make,  encumbered  with  hia  artillery  and  baggage,  hia  labois  wen 
inadequate  to  the  purpoae  of  supplying  the  srmy  with  provisions  for  its  daily  consmnptioo, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  necessary  magazines.  And  after  his  utmost  exertions  for  15 
dajra,  there  were  not  mbove  4  days'  provisions  in  the  store,  nor  above  10  hatteaux  in  Hod- 
son's  river. 

**  In  such  circumstances  the  British  general  found  that  it  would  be  impoaaible  to  proeors 
sufficient  supplies  of  provision  by  the  way  of  Fort  George,  and  determined  to  replenish  hii 
own  magaxinea  at  the  expense  of  those  of  the  Americana.  Having  receired  inibrmatios 
that  a  large  quantity  of  stores  were  laid  up  at  Bennington,  and  guarded  onlv  hy  the  mihiia, 
he  fonned  the  design  of  surprising  that  place ;  and  was  made  to  believe  that  as  soon  as  a 
detachment  of  the  royal  army  should  appear  in  that  quarter,  it  would  receive  efleetual  a» 
aiatance  from  a  large  body  of  loyalists,  who  only  waited  for  the  appearance  of  a  auppoit, 
and  would  in  diat  event  come  forwsrd  and  aid  the  royal  cause.  Full  of  these  expectatioos, 
ha  detached  Col.  fiaum,  a  German  officer,  with  a  aelect  body  of  troopa,  to  aurpnss  ihs 
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fbM«  Hm  feree  eooMted  of  tboat  500  regnltr  traopi,  mom  rinnfiwH.  tad  man  dwa 
loo  InditM,  with  two  light  pieces  o(  artillery.  To  facilitate  their  opentioiii,  and  to  be 
wmdf  to  take  adrantage  of  the  aocceaa  of  the  detachment,  the  rojral  annjr  mored  along  the 
«mC  bank  of  Hadeon's  riTer,  and  encamped  nearly  opposite  to  Saratoga ;  having  at  the  saae 
line  thrown  a  bridge  of  rafts  over  the  river,  by  which  the  army  passed  to  diat  place.  With 
a  view  to  support  Baum,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary,  Lieut.  Col.  BrejnoDan's  corps,  coo- 
■sring  of  the  Brunswick  grenadiers,  light  infantry  and  chasseurs,  were  posted  at  BattenkilL 

**  Gen.  Stark  having  received  information  that  a  party  of  Indians  were  at  Cambridge, 
MOt  LieuL  Col.  Greg,  on  August  the  13th,  with  a  party  of  SM)0  men  to  stop  their  progrsv. 
Towards  night  he  was  informed  by  express,  that  a  large  body  of  regulars  was  in  the  rear 
of  the  Indians,  and  advancing  towards  Bennington.  On  this  intelligence,  Stark  drew  to- 
fsther  his  brigade,  and  the  militia  that  were  at  hand,  and  sent  on  to  ManchMter  to  CoL 
Warner  to  bring  on  his  regiment ;  be  sent  expresses  at  the  same  time  to  the  neighboring 
■nlitia,  to  join  him  with  the  utmost  speed.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  he  marched  wiu 
kis  troops,  and  at  the  distance  of  7  miles  be  met  Greg  on  the  retreat,  and  the  enemy  within 
a  mile  of  him.  Stark  drew  up  his  troops  in  order  of  battle ;  but  the  enemy  coming  in  aght, 
jMhed  upon  a  very  advantageous  piece  of  ground.  Baum  perceived  the  Americans  were 
loo  strong  to  be  attacked  with  his  present  force,  and  sent  an  express  to  Buigojme  with  an 
aeeount  of  his  situation,  and  to  have  Breyman  march  immediately  to  support  bim.  In  the 
Hwan  time  small  parties  of  the  Americans  kept  up  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  killed  and 
aroandad  30  of  them,  with  two  of  their  Indian  chie6,  without  any  loss  to  themselves.  Tlw 
gnMind  die  Americans  had  taken  was  unfavorable  for  a  general  action,  and  Stark  retraatad 
aboot  a  mile  and  encamped.  A  council  of  war  was  held,  and  it  was  agrsed  to  sand  two 
datachmenta  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the  rest  of  the  troops  should  make  an  attack 
apoo  their  fronu  The  next  day  the  weather  was  rainy,  and  though  it  prevented  a  genmal 
action,  there  were  frequent  skirmishings  in  small  partiea,  which  proveid  fiivorable  and  aa- 
eouraging  to  the  Americans. 

**  &  August  the  16th,  in  the  morning.  Stark  was  joined  by  Col.  Symonds  and  a  body 
of  militia  from  Berkahire,  and  proceeded  to  attack  the  enemy,  agreeably  to  the  plan  which 
had  been  concerted.  Col.  Baum  in  the  mean  time  had  entrenched,  on  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground  near  St.  Koicks  mills,  on  a  bnnch  of  Hoosick«river,  and  rendered  his  post 
as  strong  as  his  circumstances  and  situation  would  admit  Col.  Nichols  was  detached  with 
900  men  to  the  rear  of  his  left.  Col.  Herrick,  with  300  men  to  the  rear  of  lus  right ;  both 
arere  to  join  and  then  make  the  attack.  Cols.  Hubbard  and  Stickney,  with  300  more,  were 
oidered  on  the  right,  and  100  were  advanced  towards  the  front  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
aaamy  that  way.  About  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  troops  had  taken  their  situation,  and 
wen  ready  to  commence  the  action.  While  Nichols  and  Herrick  were  bringing  their 
tmopa  together,  the  Indiana  were  alarmed  at  the  prospect,  and  poshed  off  between  the  two 
€0fp>  t  hut  received  a  fire  as  they  were  passing,  by  which  three  of  them  were  killed,  and 
taro  wounded.  Nichols  then  began  the  attack,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  other  divisions; 
those  in  the  front  immedistely  advanced,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  action  became  generaL 
It  lasted  about  two  hours,  and  was  like  one  continued  peal  of  thimder.  Baum  made  a 
biave  defence ;  and  the  German  dragoons,  after  they  had  expended  their  ammunition,  led 
by  their  colonel,  charged  with  their  swords,  but  they  were  soon  overpowered.  Their  works 
ware  carried  on  all  sides,  their  two  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken.  Col.  Baum  himself  waa 
Mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  all  Ms  men,  except  a  few  who  had  escaped  into 
tha  woods,  were  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  Having  completed  the  business  by  taking 
tha  whole  party,  the  militia  began  to  disperse,  and  look  out  for  plunder.  But  in  a  few 
■MiBtaa  Stark  received  information  that  a  large  reinforcement  was  on  their  march,  and 
within  two  miles  of  him.  Fortunately  at  that  moment  Col.  Warner  came  np  with  his  rsgi- 
Bssot  from  Maaehoster.  This  brave  and  experienced  officer  commanded  a  regiment  of 
aoBtinanial  troops,  which  had  been  raised  in  Vermont.  Mortified  that  he  had  not  been  m 
tha  former  engagement,  he  instanUy  led  on  his  men  against  Breyman,  and  bogan  the  aecood 
meat.  Stark  collected  the  militia  as  aoon  as  possible,  and  puahed  on  to  lus  sssist- 
Tbe  action  became  genera],  and  the  battle  continued  obstinate  <m  both  sides  till 
.  arben  the  Germane  were  forced  to  give  way,  and  were  porsued  till  dark.  They 
hk  their  taro  fieUUpieces  behind,  and  a  connderable  number  were  made  prisoners.  They 
ttftaattd  in  tha  best  maimer  they  could,  improving  the  advantages  of  the  evening  and 
^ghi,  10  which  alone  their  escape  was  ascribed. 

**Ib  thaaa  actions  the  Americans  took  4  brass  field-piaces,  13  brsss  drums,  S50  dtagooa 
aaraida,  4  anunimition  wsgons,  and  about  700  prisoners,  widi  their  arms  and  accontra. 
■MBiB ;— '907  men  were  found  dead  upon  the  spot,  the  numben  of  wounded  were  imknowB. 
Thaksaaftfaa  Amariraas  wss  bntsmaU;  30  were  aUin,  and  about  40  wars  woondad." 


LAitBiNOBUxo  was  takes  from  Troy  and  Bruiuwick  in  180T,  oAeN 
ward  enlarged  by  a  portion  from  Schaghticohe.  Pop.  3330.  Spei- 
eletown  and  Batestown  are  small  villages,  the  former  S  miles  N. 
from  Lansingburg  village,  and  the  latter  1  mile  S.  The  annexed 
engraving  is  irom  a  view  taken  near  the  bridge,  a  short  distance 
above  the  village,  connecting  it  with  Waterford.  In  the  extreme 
distance  on  the  right,  the  bridge  over  the  Hudson  at  Troy  is  viuble. 


Northwestern  view  of  Lansingburg. 

Lansingburg  was  incorporated  in  1801.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  Hudson,  3  miles  N,  of  Troy,  9  N.  from  Albany,  and  1  S.  from 
Waterford,  Formerly  it  was  called  the  "  New  City,"  and  the  ra- 
pidity of  its  growth  at  that  time  excited  wonder.*  The  village  ii 
regularly  laid  out  with  capacious  streets  in  squares  of  400  by  260 
feet,  and  is  a  place  of  considerable  manufacturing  and  commercial 
business.  There  is  here  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  I  Episcopal, 
and  1  Universalist  church,  an  academy  in  high  repute,  3  printiitg 
offices,  a  bank,  many  mercantile  stores,  &c.,  and  about  400  houses. 
Three  of  the  sprouts  of  the  Mohawk  enter  the  Hudson  opposite  the 
Tillage,  and  the  Cahoos  Falls  are  often  distinctly  heard  in  the  stillness 
of  the  night. 

Nassau,  originally  named  Philipstown,  and  taken  from  Petersburg, 
Stephentown,  and  Schodack,  in  1800.     Fop.  3,337.     Nassau,  lU 

•  Thi«  wM  the  dme  of  the  revolulionary  period  in  Prance.  Mr.  A  Reeii,  of  E^l  Wiad- 
•or,  Conn.,  commenced  teacbing  a  school  in  thii  viUage  in  1793,  >nd  eantinued  il  for  b* 
jnn.  Hs  statet  ibx  ■bout  <he  time  Louis  XVI.  ibe  French  king  wu  beheaded,  in  1T93, 
wbe*^  which  hod  previoiuly  been  aold  in  the  vilta^  in  the  emriy  put  uf  the  wintar  for  7S 
cents,  row  lo  four  daltart  ■  bushel.  On  the  opening  of  the  river  in  the  qning,  the  pdn 
U]  back  to  91.75.  Mr.  Reed  uiighl  school  in  a  gatnbrcl.r(wf  building,  which  was  laid 
tl  the  first  meetiag-housB,  in  ihci  place.    The  lower  slory  was  diTided  by  a       ' 


... le  Rev.  Jooaa  Coa,wfaopl 

•d  allemaMlf  at  Lanuigbais  and  Troy.  , 
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woSSm  SE.  of  Albany,  and  East  Nassau  16,  are  considerable  villages. 
Brainards  Bridge,  Alps,  and  Hoags  Comers,  are  names  of  post- 


PkTBBSBVBo,  taken  from  Stephentown  in  1791.  Pop.  1,001.  Rens- 
■riaers  Ifills,  20  miles  K  of  Troy,  and  Petersburg  Comers  27,  are 
mall  Tillages. 

PiTTSTowN,  organized  in  1788.  The  first  settlements  were  com- 
menced here  in  1650.  Pop.  3,785.  Pittstown  13,  Tomhenick  13 
NE.,  Johnsonville  19,  and  Shermans  Mills  13  miles  from  Troy,  are 
mall  villages. 

Sandlakb,  taken  from  Greenbush  and  Berlin  in  1812.  Pop.  4,306. 
Poestenkill  8  miles  SB.,  Rensselaer  12,  Sand  Lake  10,  Ulines  7  miles 
from  Troy,  are  small  villages. 

ScsAGHTiooKs  was  Organized  in  1788.  Pop.  3,389.  About  the 
year  1000,  some  Dutch  md  German  families  settled  on  the  rich  allu- 
vial lands  of  this  town,  then  occupied  by  a  clan  of  the  Mohawk  In- 
diaaii.  Schaghtiooke  Point,  on  the  Hoosick  river,  13  miles  NE.  from 
Tioy,  is  a  large  manufacturing  village  havii^  about  150  dwellings. 
TiieValley  vifliBge,  on  both  sides  of  Uie  Hoosick,  and  partly  in  Pitts- 
town,  has  about  45  dwellings. 

SoBODACK,  taken  from  Kensselaerwyck  in  1795.  Pop.  4,125. 
Scbodack  Landing  9  miles  below  Albany,  Schodack  Centre  7  miles 
BE.  firom  Albany,  Casdeton,  and  South  Schodack,  are  small  settle- 

SrBPHBirrowN,  so  called  from  the  Christian  name  of  the  late  pa- 
troon,  was  organized  in  1788.  Pop.  2,753.  Stephentown  Hollow  or 
Centre,  21  miles  SE.  from  Troy,  North  Stephentown  20,  and  South 
Stephentown  24,  are  small  villages. 

Tbot  citt,  seat  of  justice  for  the  county,  lies  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Hudson,  6  miles  north  of  Albany,  at  the  junction  of  the  Hudson 
and  Mohawk  valleys.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  its  pres- 
ent site  was  visited  by  Hudson,  the  first  navigator  of  Hudson  river, 
Bi  1000.  In  the  record  of  his  voyage,  it  is  stated  he  ^  went  sounding 
his  way  above  the  highlands,  till  at  last  the  Crescent,  (the  ship  in  which 
he  made  his  voya^e^  had  sailed  beyond  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  a 
boat  had  advanc^  a  little  beyond  Albany.**  Probably  this  boat  as- 
cended to  the  rifts  which  lay  at  the  northerly  part  of  the  city,  where 
the  ordinary  tides  spent  their  force,  and  the  navigation  was  inter- 
niutod* 

Por  more  than  a  century  after  Hudson's  voyage,  the  territory  now 
comprisinff  the  site  of  Troy,  (although  within  the  limits  of  the  grant 
Dade  to  tEe  patroon,)  probably  remained  part  of  the  hunting  ground 
of  the  Mohawk  Indians.  In  17i20,  a  grant  of  490  acres,  extending 
Amg  the  Hudson  between  the  Poestenkill  and  Meadow  creek, 
oompgdiendiM  the  original  allotments  on  which  the  city  was  erected^ 
waa  made  in  fee  by  the  proprietor  of  the  manor  of  Kensselaerwyck 
to  Derick  Van  Derheyden,  at  the  small  rent  of  three  busheb  and  three 
peeks  of  wheat  and  tour  fat  fowls  annually.  From  the  date  of  the 
grant,  uki  possiUy  from  a  period  a  little  earlier,  this  plain  and  tb» 
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lint  range  of  hills  adjoining,  was  possessed  by  the  grantee  anib 
descendants,  and  small  portions  of  it  cultivated  as  a  farm.* 

After  the  revolution,  emigrants  from  New  England,  seeing  the  ai> 
vantagcous  situation  of  Van  Derheyden,  as  it  was  then  caUedt» 
duced  the  proprietors  to  lay  it  out  into  town  lots.  At  this  jmid 
Lansingburg,  then  called  the  ^  New  City,"  was  a  village  of  coomlmit 
bic  size  and  commercial  importance;  the  city  of  Albany  layftfev 
miles  to  the  south,  and  had  for  many  generations  been  the  oeotot^f 
trade  for  the  entire  country  around.  These  circumstanoeeativ 
first  appeared  unpropitious  to  the  growth  of  this  place.  The  aih^ 
lishment  of  the  Federal  government  in  1789,  and  the  settluuaBtipf 
the  ^  new  state"  of  Vermont,  gave  an  impulse  to  the  spirit  of  frtiF 
-prise.  The  village  of  Van  Dcrheyden  being  at  the  head  of  the  Jil* 
ural  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  after  some  struggle  began  to  oaMap 
the  **  New  City,"  which  had  been  unwisely  located  above  the  life 
The  earliest  surveys  of  the  three  allotments  into  which  the  ata  nv 
originally  divided,  were  made  between  the  years  1786  and  ITMI; 
one  or  two  slight  buildings  in  1786,  and  a  small  number  the  two  yetn 
following.  It  is  stated  that  by  the  spring  of  1789,  five  small  storei 
and  about  a  dozen  dwelling-houses  had  been  erected.  The  appellft* 
tion  of  Van  Dcrheydcn*s  Ferry  was  now  changed  into  the  more 
classic  name  of  Troy. 

In  1791,  the  county  of  Rensselaer  was  detached  from  Albany,  and 
Troy  was  selected  as  the  county  seat  In  1 793  the  first  courthouie 
was  erected,  and  the  jail  the  following  year.  The  influential  men 
among  the  first  settlers  were  the  friends  of  order,  and  supporters  of 
the  institutions  of  religion.  When  they  were  too  few  to  support  t  ' 
clergyman,  they  were  accustomed  to  assemble  in  a  store  at  the  sound 
of  a  conch-horn,  and  afterward  in  a  school-house.  Here  they  usu- 
ally listened  to  a  sermon  read  by  Dr.  Samuel  Gall,  or  the  late  CoL 
Pawling,  a  revolutionary  officer.  In  1791,  the  inhabitants,  too 
few  to  consult  their  denominational  preferences,  by  an  united  eSati 
erected  a  frame  for  a  house  of  public  worship,  which  was  covered 
the  following  year,  and  although  unfinished,  was  used  as  a  place  bt 

Eublic  worship.     This  building  became  the  first  edifice  of  the  Prei- 
yterian  congregation.     The  Rev.  Dr.  Jonas  Coe  was  their  first  miih 
ister.     His  services  at  this  period  were  divided  between  Troy  and 
Lansingburg,  his  residence  being  in  the  latter  place.     An  Episcopal 
church,  an  edifice  of  small  dimension  of  brick,  was  erected  in  180<  t 
which  was  enlarged  some  years  afterward,  and  is  now  known  at  i 
St.  John's  church.    In  1805,  the  Baptist  con^egation  erected  a  house  ^ 
of  worship  in  Third-street,  which  was  afterward  enlarged.    The   ' 


*  Mr.  Ely  ah  Adams,  now  (1840)  77  yean  of  age,  who  has  reaided  hen  about  CO , 
■tataa  (hat  when  he  firat  knew  the  Van  Derheyden  lands,  there  were  peichw  or  etripi' 

in  the  present  site  of  the  city,  known  as  the  com  frmmdt  of  the  natiTe  TimIm««     g 

time  after  he  had  taken  up  his  residence  here,  a  full  grown  bear  swam  acroaa  the  HadH% 
"led  near  the  upper  furry,  and  on  being  punued  ran  across  the  low  land  among  thsoal 
,  and  at  leqgth  ascended  a  pine  tree  near  the  present  locatioii  of  tlie  BsiMishg  ^ 
li,  and  was  there  brought  to  the  gmond  by  a  shot  horn  Us  rillt. 
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JJethodiat  Episcopal  congregation  erected  their  first  liouse  of  wor- 
ahip  in  8ute  street  tn  ISvi) 
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Northwettem  view  of  the  Troy  Femak  Seminary. 

The  Troy  Female  Seminary,  located  in  this  place,  holds  a  hidi 
rank  among  the  institutions  of  learning  in  our  country.  John  H. 
and  Sarah  L.  Willard  are  the  principals,  and  Nancy  Hinsdale  the 
vice-principal :  there  are  besides  21  teachers  and  ofScers.  The  follow- 
bg  account  and  historical  sketch  has  been  kindly  furnished  by  an 
individual  well  acquainted  with  it 

The  nhuol  of  whicb  ihe  Troy  Seminuy  is  a  conlinaiiion,  wu  begun  in  Middtebury, 
Vemionl,  in  1814,  by  Mn.  Emma  Willud.  Il  iliera  obuined  coiuidvnble  celebriiy,  ind 
Ida  Fruicipnl  was  aolicited  lo  remove  il  to  Walerfont,  in  ihia  bmIg.  She  cousenied  on  the 
mndiliiMi  that  ibe  moat  inHDential  gentlemen  of  thai  place  afaould  unite  in  canring  befara 
^M  legidatun:  a  petition  for  incotponting  and  endowing  a  public  institution  for  femalei. 
Their  approbation  of  Ihia  meaaure  was  nude  10  depend  on  that  of  De  Witt  CJinton,  then 
SOiemor  of  the  etaic.  On  being  pteaented  with  tha  plan,  he  eipreaaed  his  liigh  approval, 
■nd  iniroduced  the  eutgect  into  hia  mrnsge. 

Id  the  winter  of  181B-19,  the  petition  was,  under  his  auspices,  presented  to  the  legishr 

'  for  the  first  lime  Ihe  rights  of  woman  in  regard  to  education,  were  plead  in  •    , 
:  hall.     Among  its  auppurteia  were  Mr.  Vati  Buren,  and  Mr.  John  C,  Spencer. 
:e  of  die  claim  was  acknowledged,  an  inslilutton  on  die  proposed  plan  incorpo- 
iMiaa,  and  a  bill  for  endowment  brought  in,  but  die  adjoummeni  of  the  legislature  prevent. 

In  die  ipring  oflSlS,  the  proposed  achool  went  into  operadoo  in  WalerTord,  in  the  large 
btrilding  now  occupied  aa  a  hotel,  that  having  been  hired  for  two  yeare.  The  next  winter. 
asMon  of  ths  legialature  defeated  the  hopes  which  bad  been  excited  of  an  endowmuni, 
bnl  in  the  mean  lime  private  patronage  wat  abundanu 

In  1831,  die  school  being  large,  and  no  place  being  provided  in  Walet£ird  far  its  sccom. 
Vodation,  il  was  lemoved  to  Troy,  [he  corporation  of  diat  city  having  Toled  (4,000  for  ■ 
koilding.  Bince  that  period,  die  renta  of  the  building  have  been  made  to  meet  the  inlareat 
•nd  almust  all  Ihe  principal  of  the  moneys  expended  in  its  several  eolargements  end  in  ih« 
•lididans  to  iis  grounds.  Since  1837  this  institution  haa  received  from  Ihe  state  a  ahare  of 
dM  hleralure  liiiid,  by  which  die  library,  apparawa,  &«■,  pieviously  furnished  by  the  Frin. 
cipal,  have  been  made  more  complole.  This  school  haa  educated  at  leut  five  ihouond 
pnpik;  of  whom  about  one  tenth  have  been  teachers,  and  it  haa  fumiihed  Principal*  for 
■uay  of  the  moat  distinguished  female  aehoula  in  every  pari  of  die  Union.  The  present 
Frindpal  of  ihia  aeminaiy,  Uia.  Sarah  L.  Willard,  apent  nineteen  yeara  in  the  instimtion  ■• 
pi|>l,  Uaeher,  and  vica.pfiacipal,  before  aBnming  its  govemnient.    Bnl  Ihe  larger  nuinb«r<( 
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fat  diclM  and  tmoBf  the  Ibit  women  of  ov  eoatfqr  !■  n«wi  to  pMr 
domeetie  ntelulneM,  and  inteUectual  and  eocial  auow|ilphmanlfc  Sewenl  of  tin  y^ 
ha^  been  dktingiiUied  aa  anthon.  Aboat  tweirty  teadieia  aie  oonaf  ndy  eoiployed.  th 
mmber  of  pnpila  being  abont  two  hnndied,  ^hrea  an  aiOT^fe  of  one  tenehar  to  ten  pnp^ 
The  olgecti  «  education  aa  auted  in  the  onginal  plan  are  oonddered  to  be,  fine,  nbpm 
and  morali  aeeond,  liteiaiy ;  tbiidt  domeatic;  and  fomth,  omamental.  Bat  to  obtain fai 
eiida»  die  pliyaacal  and  mental  poweia  moat  be  dereloped  and  atrengdmifted  in  doe  oateal 
proportion.  Oieat  care  bee  been  beatowed  on  haatd^  and  but  one  denik  of  a  pnpi,  ■! 
that  a  andden  one  from  organic  affection  of  the  heart,  bee  oeoanad. 

The  Rensselaer  Institute  is  an  excellent  institution  under  the  chaip 
of  Professor  Eaton.  Many  young  men  are  here  fitted  for  the  pro- 
fession of  civil  engineering.  Tte  system  of  teaching  is  thonNfgk 
wndpracticoL 

Tne  city  of  Troy  is  regularly  laid  out  on  a  plan  nmilar  to  that  d 
Philadelphia.  The  principal  street  is  River^treet,  which  exteodi 
along  the  Hudson  the  whole  length  of  the  dtv,  and  is  omameniei 
with  many  splendid  and  spacious  stores.  It  is  toe  theatre  of  a  vo;  ! 
extensive  business.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  place  genenl^ 
exhibits  the  quiet  aspect  of  the  country.  Many  of  the  buildhigSi  bott 
public  and  private,  are  spacious  and  elegant  The  courthouse,  baA  . 
of  Sing  Sinff  marble,  is  a  splendid  edifice,  after  the  Grecian  model 
St  Paul's  cKurch  is  a  noble  Grothic  edifice,  erected  at  an  expose  of  < 
about  50,000  dollars.  There  are  in  Troy  twelve  places  of  poUie 
worship— viz,  8  Presbyterian,  2  Episcopal,  2  Metnodiat,  1  Scotch  j 
Pr^bj^erian,  I  Roman  Catholic,  1  African  church,  and  2  FViendi  ' 
meeting-houses.  On  the  Wynant  and  Poestens  killsp  which  heie 
empty  mto  the  Hudson,  are  several  extensive  manufrctoring  estsb- 
lishments.  The  citv  is  abundantly  suppUed  with  excellent  water  froB 
the  neighboring  hills.  Hvdrants  are  placed  at  the  comers  of  the 
streets  with  hose  attached,  which  in  case  of  fire,  as  the  natural  head 
of  the  water  is  75  feet  above  the  city  level,  supersedes  the  use  of 
fire-engines.  Troy  is  indebted  in  a  great  measure  for  its  prosperity 
to  its  advantageous  situation,  and  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  bar 
inhabitants.  She  has  extensively  availed  herself  of  the  racilitiei 
afforded  by  the  river  and  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals.  The  tides 
of  the  HuQson  fi*equently  ascend  to  a  dam  thrown  across  the  river 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  centre  of  the  city.  By  means  of 
a  lock,  sloop  navigation  is  thus  afforded  to  the  village  of  Waterford. 
Within  the  last  few  years  Trov  has  increased  rapidly  in  wealth  aod 
population.  In  1820  her  population  was  5,268;  m  1830,  11,566 ;  in 
1840,  10,373.  The  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  railroad,  24  miles  to 
Ballston  Spa,  crosses  the  Hudson  at  this  place  by  a  bridge  1,600  feet 
in  length. 

SenateUierwyek,  or  the  manor  •/  Smmd&ar,  incHidM  a  veiy  ezt«Hm  tract  on  htkk  mkt 
of  the  Hudson,  in  neuiy  the  centra  of  which  ii  die  dty  of  Albany.  It  ■  94  milei  widt 
on  die  riTer,  end  tbout  49  milee  long,  east  and  weet.  It  inehMlee  in  its  atoa  all  of  Rmm 
laer  county,  excepting  the  towns  of  Sehaghtieoke,  Hoo«ch«  and  Plnaioiwii,  and  the  gicenr 
part  of  Albany  coun^.  The  title  to  this  patent  is  derived  from  seiranl  wmBcmmw  giass 
by  the  goremment  of  Hollind,  dating  es  fiir  back  as  1641,  when  the  fiist  grant  wae  bm^ 
to  Ktllian  Van  Rensselaer,  who  had  purchased  the  natire  right  to  die  aoil,  uder  coadiooBi 
atipolated  by  the  goremment  of  Holland.  '*  When  this  oonntry  rhanged  maisis,  pMiV 
from  the  Dntfih  to  the  English,  again  for  a  ihoft  time  to  the  Dutch,  aiid  Snally  again  loihi 
Elfish,  sono  oootraveisies  aroae  about  iodenmitiea^  bat  the  pritam  right  of  tin 
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GBprietor  of  the  colony  of  Renaselierw^-ck  was  never  qacstioned.  And  on  ihe  4th  of 
■Tch,  1685,  tho  whole  was  confirmed  by  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  pro?, 
ince  of  New  York,  by  Thomas  Dongan,  liciitenauUgovenior  of  the  same.  The  origini! 
design  of  the  Dutch  government  extended  only  to  tlic  founding  of  colonies  in  this  country 
by  citizens  of  Holland,  who  should  amicably  acquire  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands ;  and  the 
founder  of  a  colony  was  therefore  styled  its  palroon  by  the  bill  of  privileges  and  the  deed 
of  conveyance,  the  latter  of  which  was  only  granted  when  the  native  right  had  been  i<u 
quired  by  purchase.'*  A  great  portion  of  the  land  is  pcrnianently  leased,  and  rent  annually 
paid  in  the  products  of  the  soil  to  the  patroon  at  Albany. 


RICHMOND  COUNTY. 

Richmond,  an  original  county,  was  organized  November  1,  1683, 
and  comprises  Staten  Island,  Shooter's  Island,  and  the  islands  of 
meadow  on  the  west  side  of  Staten  Island.  It  is  about  14  miles  long, 
and  its  greatest  breath  is  8 ;  mean  breadth  5  miles.  It  is  divid^ 
into  4  towns,  all  of  which  were  organized  in  1788.     Pop.  10,985. 

The  higher  and  naked  points  of  the  island,  (says  Gordon  in  his  Gazetteer,)  afford  varied 
and  delightful  prospects.  Hence,  in  a  clear  day,  may  he  seen  the  ever.growing  city  with 
ita  painted  steeples  and  gilded  spires  hemmed  in  by  a  forest  of  masts ;  the  broad  bay  stud, 
ded  with  fairy  islands,  and  whitened  by  the  canvass  of  a  hundred  ships,  overhung  by  small 
dark  clouds,  strongly  relieved  against  the  deep  blue  sky,  which  proceed  from  the  many 
steamboats  moving  upon  the  waters,  like  things  of  life.  Long  Island,  with  its  swelling  hills 
and  richly  cultivated  farms ;  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  in  a  circular  sweep  of  40  miles,  from 
Paulus  Hook  to  the  Neversink  hills  and  Sandy  Hook  lighthouse ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the 
wide  Athintic,  opening  between  the  Hook  and  Long  Island.  From  the  point  at  New  York 
Bay  along  the  Kills,  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  to  Klizabethtown  landing,  a  distance  of  5 
miles,  the  shore  has  an  almost  unbroken  street,  in  which  neat  country  seats,  and  snug  boxes 
of  the  citizens  blend  with  the  cottages  of  farmere,  mechanics,  fishermen,  and  watennen, 
who  are  the  permanent  inhabitants.  This  settlement,  containing  about  400  houses,  is 
divided  into  3  portions  having  separate  names,  viz :  Northfield,  Factoryville,  and  New 
Brighton.  F^om  landings  along  the  sound,  communication  may  be  had  almost  hourly  by 
steamboats  with  New  York.  The  soil  of  the  island  consists  of  clay  and  sandy  loam,  and 
with  good  husbandry  produces  fine  crops  of  oats,  com,  and  grass.  Many  of  the  inhabi. 
tanta  subsist  by  the  fisheries.  The  muddy  bottom  of  Staten  Island  sound  produces  an 
inexhaustible  supply  of  oysters ;  which  though  not  originally  of  good  quality,  on  being 
transported  to  the  beds  in  Raritan  Bay,  soon  grow  laige  and  acquire  an  excellent  flavor. 
The  Raritan  Bay  affords  also  excellent  clams,  and  those  fix>m  the  Great  Kills  are  in  higk 
repute.  The  shad  and  herring  fisheries  are  productive.  In  a  military  point  of  view,  the 
island  is  one  of  the  most  important  positions  on  the  coast ;  its  possessor  having  command 
of  New  York  bay  and  the  ad|jacent  country.  It  was  so  deemed  by  the  British,  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  was  the  first  place  seized  by  "Sir  William  Howe,  (July  4th,  1776.) 
It  was  retained  by  the  royal  forces  during  the  whole  contest.  Preparatory  to  the  war  of 
1813,  there  were  erected  vexy  efficient  and  extensive  fortifications,  known  as  forts  Tomp. 
kins,  Richmond,  and  Hudson,  at  the  Narrows,  opposite  to  Fort  Fayette,  on  Long  Island. 
These  forts  completely  protect  the  strait,  which  is  but  one  mile  wide.  Upon  Signal  Hill, 
back  of  the  fottB,  overlooking  the  harbor,  Sandy  Hook,  and  a  great  extent  of  sea,  is  a  tele- 
gnfAi  communicating  with  the  city.  Staten  Island  was  purchased  from  the  Indians  for 
Michael  Pauw,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  together  with  an  exten- 
nve  tract  in  Bogen  eonnty  in  New  Jersey,  by  deed  dated  August  10, 1630,  and  the  whole 
tract  received  the  name  of  Payonia.  It  was  a  very  desirable  spot  with  the  primitive  Dutch 
settlers ;  and  the  Indians,  who  seem  never  to  have  considered  themselves  to  lose  right  of 
possession  by«le,and  were  slways  willing  to  convey  for  a  consideration,  sold  the  island,  about 
the  year  16M»  to  the  Heer  Melyn  with  the  permission  of  Gov.  Kieft;  and  subsequently  in 
1657,  to  the  Buna  Van  Cappeltan.  Melyn  and  Van  Cappellen,  both  made  improvements ; 
but  the  colony  settled  by  the  latter,  was  broken  up  by  the  savages  from  the  Raritan,  who 
murdered  his  people.    Melyn  subsequently  obtained  the  exclusive  title,  and  claiming  to  be 
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independent  of  New  Amitenltm,  ga»B  Gov.  SniT»e«nl  mnch  Doable.  On  As  U  ima, 
1659,  he  conTiyed  bia  ngbu  to  (ha  compan;.  This  ulukd  w«a  asun  pnrrbMnl  tarn  tt 
IndiuM  by  Got.  Lovdaca,  April  IB,  IGTO. 


Sailor's  Snug  Harbor. 

Cabtleton,  upon  the  Kills  and  New  York  bay,  is  the  northeait- 
era  town  of  the  county.  Pop.  4,286.  TompkiDsville,  beautifiiDy 
liluated  upon  the  bay,  51  miles  from  New  York  city,  and  7  from 
Richmond  the  county  seat,  was  named  after  Vice-president  Tomp- 
kins, whose  seat  was  upon  the  summit  of  the  hill.  This  is  the  lai^ 
est  village  in  the  county,  and,  including  Stapleton,  contains  3,000 
inhabitants,  500  dwellings,  and  1  Episcopal,  I  Dutch  Reformed,  and 
1  Methodist  church.  The  Quarantine  ground  for  the  port  of  New 
York  is  situated  here.  Factoryville  is  a  manufacturing  village  of 
about  100  dwellings  in  the  NW.  portion  of  the  town,  upon  the  Kill 
Van  Kull.  The  lar-famed  village  of  New  Brighton  is  situated  about 
a  mile  N.  of  Tompkinsville,  at  tne  NE.  point  of  the  island.  It  was 
founded  in  1834,  by  Thomas  E.  Davis,  Esq.,  of  New  York.  It  is 
intended  for  residences  of  business  men  from  the  city.  Nowhere, 
perhaps,  in  our  country  can  be  found  such  an  assemblage  of  beauti- 
ful villas,  and  so  favorably  located  as  at  this  spot,  both  as  regards 
health  and  beauty  of  scenery.  With  this,  and  the  places  in  the 
vicinitv,  hourly  communication  by  steamers  is  kept  up  with  the  city. 
The  New  Brighton  Pavilion  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the  most  splea- 
did  hotels  in  the  Union — every  lodging-room  is  equal  to  a  gentle 
man's  parlor.     There  arc  here  superior  laciHties  for  sea-bathing. 

The  "  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,"  is  a  charitable  institution  for  aged  or 
infirm  seamen,  pleasantly  located  about  a  mile  W.  of  New  Brighton. 
The  buildings  arc  in  the  Grecian  style,  with  marble  ironts  ;  the  main 
building,  65  by  lOO  feet,  has  marble  pillars  in  front,  and  is  connected 
by  corridors  with  wings  of  53  by  100  feet.  Cost  of  constructJOB 
•  115.000.  The  justitulion  was  founded  in  1801,  by  Robert  Richani 
Randall  of  New  York,  who  bequeathed  23  acres  for  this  purpose  in 
the  15th  ward,  wliich  at  that  time  was  of  comparatively  little  valu^ 
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but  now  has  increased  to  an  immense  estatel  Connected  with  the 
building  is  a  farm  of  160  acres.  In  the  yard  fronting  the  edifice  is 
an  elegant  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  founder.  No  worthy 
applicant  has  ever  yet  been  rejected.  There  are  here  at  present  1 10 
oi  the  sons  of  Neptune,  many  of  whom  having  dropped  their  last 
anchor,  have  found  a  snug  port  for  life. 

North  FIELD  is  situated  upon  the  NW.  end  of  the  island,  and  has  a 
population  of  2,747.  The  principal  village,  Port  Richmond,  contains 
1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Presbyterian  charch,  and  about  75 
dwellings.  Chelsea  is  a  small  village  on  Staten  Island  sound,  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  Rahway  river,  containing  a  number  of  handsome 
dwellings. 

SouTHFiELD,  OTi  the  SE.  side  of  the  island,  has  a  population  of  1,626. 
Richmond,  the  county  seat,  13  miles  from  New  York,  is  a  neat  but 
antiquated  village,  partly  located  in  this  town  and  in  Northfield  and 
Westfield.  It  contains  2  churches,  2  hotels,  a  courthouse  and  jail, 
and  about  45  dwellings.  At  the  Narrows  are  the  forts  Tompkins, 
Richmond,  and  Hudson,  and  the  Signal  Hill.  At  the  termination 
of  New  Dorp  lane  on  the  shore  is  the  "  great  elm,**  which  serves 
as  a  landmark  to  the  mariner  out  at  sea.  The  village  of  Stapleton, 
which  is  but  a  continuation  of  Tompkinsville,  is  partly  on  the  Castle- 
ton  line.  Here  is  located  the  "Seaman's  retreat,"  a  noble  stone 
edifice.  The  heights  in  this  vicinity  are  studded  with  numerous 
country  seats. 

Westfield,  at  the  SW.  extremity  of  the  island,  has  a  population 
of  2,326.  Rossville,  named  after  Wm.  E.  Ross,  Esq.,  is  a  small  vil- 
lage 4i  miles  N.  of  Richmond,  and  contains  32  dwelling-houses,  3 
mercantile  stores,  and  181  inhabitants. 


ROCKLAND  COUNTY. 

Rockland  county  was  taken  from  Orange  in  1798 ;  greatest  length 
23,  greatest  breadth  18  miles.  It  is  situated  in  the  extreme  southern 
angle  of  the  state,  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson.  Its  surface  is 
generally  much  broken,  and  in  the  W.  and  NW.  mountainous.  The 
valleys  are  rich,  extensive,  and  fertile.  Dobbs  Ferry,  Stony  Point, 
Fort  Clinton,  and  the  Pass,  were  noted  in  the  annals  of  the  revolu- 
tion. **  This  county  includes  all  that  part  of  Orange  which  was  set- 
tled when  that  county  was  erected,  except  so  much  thereof  as  fell  to 
New  Jersey,  upon  the  determination  of  the  boundary.  Orangetown* 
now  in  Rockland,  was  the  capital  of  the  county  until  1737,  when  a 
courthouse  and  jail  were  built  at  Groshen,  in  Orange,  and  the  courts 
were  hdden  at  the  two  places  alternately.    Abcmt  1774,  the  courts 
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boufle  and  jail  at  Orangetown,  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  nd 
part  of  the  village  having  been  transferred  to  New  Jersey,  poblie 
buildinga  were  erected  at  the  *  New  City*  then  in  the  precinct  of 
Haverstraw."  The  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  commencei  at 
Piermont,  and  running  through  Orangetown,  Ciarkstown,  and  Ramt* 
po,  enters  Orange  county  in  the  town  of  Monroe.  This  couo^  ii 
divided  into  4  towns.     Pop.  11,874. 

Clabkhtown,  taken  from  Haverstraw  in  1791,  lies  on  the  W. 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  opposite  Tappan  and  Haverstraw  bays,  28  milei 
N.  of  New  York.  Clarkstowo  and  the  New  City  are  small  villajs^ 
each  several  miles  from  the  Hudson,  the  latter  of  which  is  the  county 
seat.     Pop.  2,538. 

Havekbtraw,  the  northern  town  of  the  county,  organized  in  ITBft, 
is  situated  86  miles  N.  of  New  York,  on  the  Hudson.  Pop.  8,848. 
Warren,  upon  the  Hudson,  near  the  S.  tine,  containa  about  60  dwdl- 
ings.  Sampsondalc,  3  miles  from  the  river,  is  a  small  village.  Calit 
wells  Landing  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  FortClinton,  of 
the  revolution,  was  in  the  NE.  angle,  on  the  bank  of  the  Hudwiii 
the  ruins  of  which  are  now  visible.  (For  the  attack  on  this  foitreiB 
see  p.  422.)  Stony  Point  is  at  the  NW.  extremity  of  UaTentiaw 
bay,  above  which  is  the  Dunderberg  or  Thunder  Mountam. 


Iforthem  view  of  Stony  Point,  on  the  Hudson. 
The  above  is  a  northern  view  of  Stony  Point,  as  seen  when  pass- 
ing down  the  Hudson.  This  place  is  a  little  rough  promontory  oo 
the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson,  nearly  a  mile  below  the  entrance  of 
the  Highlands,  having  a  lighthouse  on  its  summit.  It  was  a  fortified 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  is  distinguished  by  the  celebrated 
assault  made  upon  it  on  the  16th  July,  1779,  by  Gen.  Wayne.  Ver- 
planck's  Point,  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  river,  is  also  a  place  dis- 
tinguished in  the  history  of  the  revolution.  The  following  is  an  ac- 
count of  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  as  communicated  in  a  lettM 
from  Gen.  Wayne  to  Washington,  dated  Stony  Point,  July  17th,  177*. 

"Sir, — I  have  [be  honor  lo  giive  you  b  full  and  particular  relation  of  (be  reductian  of  ika 
Point,  by  the  light  infaauy  uadcr  my  cummand. 

"  On  iba  ISiii  inMut  it  Iwalvs  o'clock  we  took  up  oui  \iat  of  duigIi  fnm  SHtdi  BtK^ 
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ikttiit  fbnrtaen  milM  froih  this  place ;  the  roadi  being  exceedingly  had  and  narrow,  and 
baving  to  paaa  over  high  mountains,  through  deep  morasses,  and  difficult  defiles,  we  wera 
obliged  to  move  in  single  files  the  greatest  part  of  the  way.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  eren. 
log  the  van  arrived  at  Mr.  Springsteels,  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  enemy,  and 
Ibnned  into  columns  as  &st  as  they  came  up,  agreeably  to  the  order  q{  battle  annexed ; 
namely.  Colonels  Febiger's  and  Meigs*  regiments,  with  Major  Hull's  detachment,  formed 
the  right  column ;  Colonel  Butler's  regiment  and  M^jor  Murfey's  two  companies  the  left 
The  troops  remained  in  this  position  until  several  of  the  principal  officers  with  myself  had 
returned  from  reconnoitring  the  works.  At  half  after  eleven  o'clock,  being  the  hour  fixed 
on,  the  whole  moved  forward.  The  van  of  the  right  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
volunteers,  properly  officered,  who  advanced  with  unloaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury ;  these  were  preceded  by  twenty  pickea 
Men,  and  a  vigilant  and  brave  officer  to  remove  the  abatU  and  other  obstructions.  The 
van  of  the  left  consisted  oi  one  hundred  volunteers,  under  the  conunand  of  Miyor  Stewart| 
with  unloaded  muskets  and  fixed  bayonets,  also  preceded  by  a  brave  and  determined  officer 
with  twenty  men,  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  other. 

^  At  twelve  o'clock  the  assatilt  was  to  begin  on  the  right  and  leA  flanks  of  the  enem3r'a 
works,  whilst  Major  Murfey  amused  them  in  front ;  but  a  deep  morass  covering  their  whole 
front,  and  at  this  time  overflowed  by  the  tide,  together  with  other  obstructions,  rendered 
the  approaches  more  difficult  than  was  at  first  apprehended,  so  that  it  was  about  twenty 
minutes  after  twelve  before  the  assault  began ;  previously  to  which  I  placed  myself  at  the 
head  of  Febiger's  regiment,  or  the  right  colunm,  and  gave  the  troops  the  most  pointed 
otders  not  to  fire  on  any  account,  but  place  their  whole  dependence  on  the  bayonet,  which 
order  was  Uterally  and  faithfiiUy  obeyed.  Neither  the  deep  morass,  the  formidable  aiMl 
double  rows  of  «£«tM,  nor  the  strong  works  in  front  and  flank,  could  damp  the  ardor  of  the 
troops,  who,  in  the  face  of  a  most  tremendous  and  incessant  fire  of  musketry,  and  firom 
cannon  loaded  with  grape-shot,  forced  their  way  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  through  every 
obstacle,  both  columns  meeting  in  the  centre  of  the  enemjr's  works  nearly  at  the  same  in- 
atant.  Too  much  praise  caimot  be  given  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  (who  struck  the 
enemy's  standard  with  his  own  hand,)  and  to  Major  Stewart,  who  commanded  the  advanced 
parties,  for  their  brave  and  prudent  conduct. 

^  Colonels  Butler,  Meigs,  and  Febiger  conducted  themselves  with  that  coolness,  bravery, 
and  perseverance,  that  will  ever  insure  success.  Lieutenant^ot\el  Hay  was  wounded  in 
the  thigh,  bravely  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  battalion.  I  should  take  up  too  much  of  your 
excellency's  time,  were  I  to  particularize  every  individual  who  deserves  it  for  his  bravery 
on  this  oecasion.  I  caimot,  however,  omit  Major  Lee,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  firequent 
and  very  naefiil  intelligence,  which  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise ;  and 
it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  acknowledge  to  you,  that  I  was  supported  in  the  attack  by 
all  the  officers  and  aoldiers  nnder  my  command,  to  the  utmost  of  my  wishes.  The  officers 
and  privates  of  die  artillery  exerted  themselves  in  turning  the  caimon  asainst  Verplanck's 
Point,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  cut  the  cables  of  their  shipping,  and  run  down  the  river. 

"  I  should  be  wanting  in  gratitude  were  I  to  omit  mentioning  Captain  Fishboum  and  Mr. 
Archer,  my  two  aids-de^amp,  who  on  every  occanon  showed  the  greatest  intrepidity,  and 
supported  me  into  the  works  after  I  received  my  wonnd  in  naasing  the  last  BhatU, 

"  Enclosed  are  the  retuma  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  tne  light  infantry,  as  also  of  the 
enemy,  together  with  die  number  of  prisoners  taken,  likewise  of  the  ordnance  and  stores 
found  in  the  garrison. 

**  I  forgot  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  previously  to  my  marching,  I  had  drawn  Gene. 
ral  Muhlenberg  into  my  rear,  who,  with  three  hundred  men  of  his  brigade,  to«)k  poet  on  the 
opposite  side  A  the  mush,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  either  to  support  me,  or  to  cover  a  re. 
treat  in  case  of  accident ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  faithfully  and  eflfectually  executing 
aitiier,  had  there  been  any  occasion  for  him. 

**  llie  humanity  of  otir  breve  soldiery,  who  scorned  to  take  the  lives  of  a  vanquished  foe 
calling  for  mercy,  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  them,  and  accounts  for  the  few  of  the  enemy 
killed  on  the  occasion. 

"  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  I  have  mentioned  the  conduct  of  Lieuten- 
nnta  Gibbons  and  Knox,  the  two  gentlemen  who  led  the  advanced  parties  of  twenty  men 
each.  Their  extinguished  brevery  deserves  the  highest  conunendation.  The  former  be- 
loi^  to  the  sixth  Peimsylvania  regiment,  and  lost  seventeen  men  killed  and  wounded  in 
thMB  attack ;  the  latter  belongs  to  the  ninth  Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  was  more  fortunate 
in  aaving  faia  men,  though  not  less  exposed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

•*  Authont  Wathb." 

**  The  number  of  pnaooers  taken  in  the  fort  was  JEot  hmimd  mtd  ftrtyUhnt,    By  Ge- 
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Mnl  WirtM'a  ntoni  die  mnnber  of  klDml  wai  iiitr-doM.  Id  Coload  Tohaaetfi  ttbU 
■ocounl  of  (he  InuuKtion,  hlM  lorn  to  killwl  ia  atitad  to  tuTa  baan  odIj  iptily.  It  ■  H 
•uf  lo  nconole  thia  dncreputcr.  The  MMiling  ftitj  had  &fiMn  killad  and  a^t^-dn* 
woDnded. 

"  CoofTaM  ptMad  reaolTaa  highlj'  comiJimantai7  to  ihe  offiun  and  priVKtos  aagfti  h 
diii  satarprve,  and  c<Kifiniuiv  <^b  promiH  of  retracd  which  hid  baen  pnnoatlj  bmU  If 
OanenI  Wayne ;  and  alu  djroctiiig  tha  nlue  of  all  Ibe  railitaiT  •ton*  takaa  U  Sm^ 
Foint  to  be  aecertuiied  and  divided  naoog  the  li<Hi|i*  who  wen  cngNted  in  etanuBg  d> 
ion. 

"  The  rewwda  were  at  foUowa ;  lo  Ihe  fint  man  who  entered  ibe  mutay^  woiii,  Era 
bnodiad  doUwl  to  the  aecoad,  ibur  hiuidred  doUan;  lo  the  third,  three  kuudradt  to  da 
bunh,  two  hiutdred ;  to  die  fifth,  one  hundred ;  being  fifteen  hundred  doUan  in  ibe  vbolk 
The  oidnance  and  other  acorea  ware  ealimated  at  one  hundred  and  filly  .eight  tboaniid  ■! 
hundred  and  forty  doUaia ;  which  amount  waa  divided  among  the  lr«(^B  in  proponua  ta 
the  pay  of  the  oBicen  and  men. 

"Three  diflerent  medili,  emblemadcal  of  the  action,  were  atmck  by  ordw  at  cenpaa^ 
bearins  the  namea  reapectively  of  Wayne,  Fleury,  and  Stewart.'* 

Okanobtown  was  organized  in  1788 :  it  is  24  milea  N.  of  New 
York.  Fop.  3,771.  Tappan  3,  aod  Middletown  6  miles  from  ths 
Hudson,  are  small  villages.  Piermont,  on  the  river,  is  a  thriving  vi). 
lage,  formerly  known  as  the  Sioat.  The  New  York  aad  Erie  nil- 
road  commences  here,  by  a  pier  in  the  river,  neerly  a  mile  in  leI^[tk 
About  a  mile  below  Piermont,  is  Dobbs  Ferry,  a  noted  place  ia  tfae 
revolution.  Nyack,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  on  the  Hudson,  ii 
■  flourishing  place  containing  about  50  or  60  dwellings. 


North  view  of  tke  place  vikere  Andre  was  executed. 


The  place  where  Andre  was  executed  is  at  the  sumntit  of  a  hill, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  Tappan  village,  and  overlooking  to 
the  east  a  romantic  and  fertile  valley.  A  small  heap  of  stones,  thrown 
hastily  together,  with  an  upright  stake  and  a  few  names  carved 
rudely  upon  it,  is  the  only  monument  to  mark  the  spot  of  his  execu- 
tion and  his  grave.  While  in  Tappan  village,  Anare  was  confined 
in  an  ancient  atone  mansion,  at  present  occupied  as  a  tavern  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Wandle.  His  trial  took  place  in  the  old  Dutch  church, 
which  was  torn  down  in  1836.  A  new  one  has  since  been  erected 
on  the  same  site.  Washbgton's  head-quarters  were  in  the  antiquated 
stone  dwelling  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Arthur  Johnaoo. 
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The  following  account  of  the  execution  of  Andre»  which  took  place 
Oct  2,  1780,  is  given  by  an  eye-witness. 

**  I  was  at  that  time  an  artificer  in  Col.  Jeduthan  Baldwin's  regiment,  a  part  of  whiek 
was  stationed  within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  where  Andre  suffered.  One  of  our  men, 
(I  believe  his  name  was  Armstrong,)  being  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  workmen  at  his  trade 
in  the  regiment,  was  selected  to  make  his  cofiin,  which  he  performed  and  painted  black, 
agreeable  to  the  custom  in  those  times. 

**  At  this  time  Andre  was  confined  in  what  was  called  a  Dutch  church,  a  small  stmw 
huilding,  with  only  one  door,  and  closely  guarded  by  six  sentinels.  When  the  hour  ap. 
pointed  for  his  execution  arrived,  which  I  believe  was  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  guard  of  three 
Irandred  men  were  paraded  at  the  place  of  his  confinement.  A  kind  of  procession  wie 
formed  by  placing  the  guard  in  single  file  on  each  side  of  the  road.  In  firont  were  a  lane 
number  of  American  oflficers  of  high  rank,  on  horseback ;  these  were  followed  by  mb 
wagon  containing  Andre's  coffin — then  a  large  number  of  officers  on  foot,  with  Andre  in 
their  midst.  The  pruceasion  moved  slowly  up  a  moderately  rising  hill,  I  should  think  about 
e  fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  west.  On  the  top  was  a  field  without  any  enclosure ;  in  this  waa 
e  very  high  gallows,  made  by  setting  up  two  poles  or  crotches,  laying  a  pole  on  the  top. 
The  wagon  that  contained  the  coffin  was  drawn  directly  under  the  gallowa.  In  a  abort 
time  Andre  stepped  into  the  hind  end  of  the  wagon — then  on  his  coffin — ^took  off  his  hat 
end  laid  it  down — then  placed  his  hands  upon  his  hips,  and  walked  very  uprightly  back 
and  forth,  as  far  as  the  length  of  his  coffin  would  permit,  at  the  same  time  casting  his  eyea 
upon  the  pole  over  his  head  and  the  whole  scenery  by  which  he  waa  surrounded.  He  wia 
dressed  in  what  I  should  call  a  complete  British  uniform ;  his  coat  was  of  the  brightest  scar- 
let, faced  or  trimmed  with  the  most  beautiful  green  ;  his  under  clothes,  or  vest  and  breeches, 
were  bright  buff,  very  similar  to  those  worn  by  military  officers  in  Connecticut  at  the  pre- 
eent  day ;  he  had  a  long  and  beautiful  head  of  hair,  which,  agreeable  to  the  fashion,  waa 
wound  with  a  black  riband,  and  hung  down  his  back.  All  eyea  were  upon  him,  and  it  ia 
not  believed  that  any  officer  in  the  British  army,  placed  in  his  situation,  would  have  appeared 
better  than  this  unformnate  man. 

.  **  Not  many  minutes  after  he  took  his  stand  upon  the  coffin,  the  executioner  stepped  into 
the  wagon  with  a  halter  in  his  hand,  on  one  end  of  which  was  what  the  soldien  in  those 
days  called  a  hangman's  knot,  which  he  attempted  to  put  over  the  head  and  around  the 
neck  of  Andre,  but  by  a  sudden  movement  of  his  hand  this  waa  prevented.  Andre  took 
off  the  handkerchief  from  his  neck,  unpinned  his  shirt  collar,  and  deliberately  took  the  end 
of  the  halter,  put  it  over  his  head,  and  placed  the  knot  directly  under  his  right  ear,  and 
drew  it  very  anugly  to  his  neck ;  he  then  took  from  his  coat  pocket  a  handkerchief  and  tied 
it  over  hie  eyes.  This  done,  the  officer  that  commanded  (his  name  I  have  foigotten)  spoke 
in  rather  a  loud  voice,  and  said  that  his  arms  must  be  tied.  Andre  at  once  pulled  down 
the  handkerchief  he  bad  just  tied  over  his  eyes,  and  drew  from  his  pocket  a  second  one, 
and  gave  to  the  executioner,  and  then  replaced  his  handkerchiefl  ICs  arms  were  tied  just 
above  the  elbows,  and  behind  the  back :  the  rope  was  then  made  fast  to  the  pole  overhead. 
The  wagon  was  very  suddenly  drawn  from  under  the  gallows,  which,  together  with  the 
length  of  rope,  gave  him  a  most  tremendous  swing  back  and  forth,  but  in  a  few  moments  he 
hung  entirely  still.  During  the  whole  transaction  ho  appeared  aa  Uttle  daunted  as  Mr.  John 
Rogers,  when  he  waa  about  to  be  burnt  at  the  stake ;  but  his  countenance  was  rather  pale. 
He  remained  hanging,  I  should  think,  from  20  to  30  minutes,  and  during  that  time  the 
chambers  of  death  were  never  stiller  than  the  multitude  by  which  he  was  surrounded. 
Orders  were  given  to  cut  the  rope,  and  take  him  down  without  letting  him  faU ;  thii  was 
done,  and  his  body  carefuUy  laid  on  the  ground. — Shortly  after,  the  gutird  was  withdrawn 
and  spectators  were  permitted  to  come  forward  to  view  the  corpse,  but  the  crowd  was  so 
great  that  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  get  an  opportunity.  When  I  was  able  to  do 
this,  his  coat,  vest,  and  breeches  were  taken  off,  and  his  body  laid  in  the  coffin,  covered  by 
aome  under  clothes.  The  top  of  the  coffin  was  not  put  on.  I  viewed  the  corpse  more  care, 
fally  than  I  had  ever  done  that  of  any  human  being  before.  His  head  was  very  much  on 
one  side,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  halter  drew  upon  his  neck.  His  face 
appeared  to  be  greatly  swollen  and  very  black,  much  resembling  a  high  degree  of  mortifi. 
cation ;  it  was  indeed  a  shocking  sight  to  behold.  There  was  at  this  time  standing  at  the 
loot  of  the  coffin,  two  young  men  of  uncommon  short  stature — I  should  think  not  more 
than  four  feet  high.  Their  dress  was  the  most  gaudy  that  I  ever  beheld.  One  of  them  had 
tlie  clothes  just  taken  from  Andre  hanging  on  his  arm.  I  took  particular  pains  to  learn  who 
they  were,  and  was  informed  that  they  were  his  servants,  sent  up  from  New  York  to  take 
of  his  clothes,  but  what  other  business  I  did  not  learn. 

**  I  now  tamed  to  take  a  view  of  the  cxeeationer,  who  was  atill  standing  by  one  of  die 
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potts  of  the  gallows.  I  wsJked  nlgfa  enoiigh  to  him  to  hsvo  Isid  nqr  hand  npoo  Us  shodte, 
and  looked  him  directly  in  his  face.  He  appeared  to  he  ahout  twenty-five  yeanof  age,  hii 
heard  of  two  or  three  week's  growth,  and  his  whole  face  covered  with  what  appeared  to 
me  to  be  blacking  taken  from  the  outside  of  a  greasy  poL  A  more  frightful  looking  beii| 
I  never  beheld — his  whole  countenance  bespoke  him  to  be  a  fit  instniment  for  the  bonna 
he  had  been  doing.  Wishing  to  see  the  closing  of  the  whole  busineas,  I  remained  spos 
the  spot  until  scarce  twenty  persons  were  left,  but  the  coffin  was  still  besida  the  gfsfi^ 
which  had  previously  been  dug.  I  now  returned  to  my  tent,  with  my  mind  deeply  iaibMi 
with  the  shocking  scene  I  had  been  called  to  witness.** 

In  August,  1831,  the  remains  of  Andre  were  disinterred  and  con- 
veyed to  London.  The  annexed  narration  of  this  event,  is  extracted 
from  the  account  given  by  the  British  consul,  J.  Buchanaiiy  Esq^  to 
whom  this  duty  was  intrusted  by  the  Duke  of  York. 

" My  next  step  was  to  proceed  to  Tappan,  distant  firom  this  citj  [New  Toik} 

twenty.four  miles.  Thither  I  went,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Moore,  his  majesty's  sgmt  far 
packets.  Upon  reaching  the  village,  which  does  not  contain  above  fifty  or  sixty  Im— a, 
the  fiiBt  we  inquired  at  proved  to  be  the  very  house  in  which  the  m^jor  had  been  t  iwifisd 
while  a  prisoner  there,  kept  by  one  Dupuy,  who  was  also  postmaster,  who  took  m  is 
▼iew  the  room  which  had  been  used  as  his  prison.  Excited  as  we  were,  it  would  be  diit 
cult  to  describe  our  feelings  on  entering  this  little  chamber ;  it  was  then  osed  ss  a  oik 
and  store  room— H>therwise  unaltered  from  the  period  of  his  confinement — aboat  twelve  Issl 
by  eight,  with  one  window  looking  into  a  garden,  the  view  extending  to  the  hill,  and  di. 
rectly  to  the  spot  on  which  he  suffered,  as  the  landlord  pointed  out  fix>m  tho  window,  vkis 
in  the  room,  the  trees  growing  at  the  place  whore  he  was  buried. 

"  Having  inquired  for  the  owner  of  the  field,  I  waited  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Demsrat,  a 
minister  residing  in  Tappan,  to  whom  I  explained  the  object  of  my  visit,  who  geasr- 
ously  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  honor,  *  which  at  length,*  to  ose  his  wocds,  *  wss  in. 
tended  the  memory  of  Major  Andre,'  and  assured  me  that  every  facility  should  be  sflbiM 
by  him.  Whereupon  we  all  proceeded  to  examine  the  grave,  attended  by  many  of  the  is. 
habitants,  who  by  this  time  had  become  acquainted  with  the  cause  of  our  visit ;  and  it  w» 
truly  gratifying  to  us,  as  it  was  honorable  to  them,  that  all  were  loud  in  the  expiesaoos  sf 
their  gratification  on  this  occasion. 

*'  We  proceeded  up  a  narrow  lane,  or  broken  road,  with  trees  at  each  aide,  which  o^ 
scared  the  place  where  he  suffered,  until  we  came  to  the  opening  into  the  field,  which  ii 
once  led  to  an  elevated  spot  on  the  hill.  On  reaching  the  mount,  we  found  it  commanded 
a  view  of  the  surrounding  country  for  miles.  General  Washington's  headquarters,  and  thi 
house  in  which  he  resided,  was  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  inilee,  hot  fiiDy  is 
view.  The  army  lay  encamped  chiefly  also  in  view  of  the  place,  and  must  neeessaritj 
have  witnessed  the  catastrophe.  The  field,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  contained  from  eight 
to  ten  acres,  and  was  cultivated ;  but  around  the  grave  the  plough  had  not  approached  nearer 
than  three  or  four  yards,  that  space  being  covered  with  loose  stones  thrown  upon  sad 
around  the  grave,  which  was  only  indicated  by  two  cedar  trees  about  ten  feet  high.  A 
small  peach  tree  had  also  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  grave,  by  the  kindly  i^hng  of  a 
lady  in  the  neighborhood. 

"  Doubts  were  expressed  by  many  who  attended,  that  the  body  had  been  aeervtly  carmd 
to  England,  and  not  a  few  believed  wo  should  not  find  the  remains ;  but  their  surmises 

were  set  aside  by  the  more  general  testimony  of  tlie  community Arriving  at  Ta^ 

pan  by  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  though  I  was  not  expected  until  the  following^  Tuesday,  at  I 
had  fixed,  yet  a  number  uf  persons  soon  assembled,  some  of  whom  betrayed  symptoms  of 
displeasure  at  the  proceeding,  arising  from  the  observations  of  some  of  the  public  joumak, 
which  asserted  *  that  any  honor  paid  Major  Andre's  remains  was  casting  imputation  os 
General  Washington,  and  the  officers  who  tried  him.'     As  these  characters  were  of  dbs 
lowest  cast,  and  tlieir  observations  were  condemned  by  every  respectable  person  in  ikt 
village,  I  yet  deemed  it  prudent,  while  the  worthy  pastor  was  preparing  his  men  to  oprs 
the  grave,  to  rrsort  to  a  mode  of  argument,  the  only  one  I  had  time  or  inclination  to  bf^ 
stow  upon  them,  in  which  I  was  sure  to  find  the  landlord  a  powerful  auxiliary.    I  theiSi 
(ore  stated  to  these  noisy  patriots,  that  I  wished  to  follow  a  custom  not  unfrequent  in  lie. 
land,  from  whence  I  came,  namely,  of  taking  some  spirits  before  proceeding;  to  a  giaTS. 
The  landlord  approved  the  Irish  practice,  and  accordingly  supplied  abundance  of  liipicr,  to 
that  in  a  short  time.  General  Washington,  Major  Andre,  and  the  object  of  my  visit,  were 
forgotten  by  them,  and  I  was  left  at  perfect  liberty,  with  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  tht 
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place,  to  proceed  to  the  exhumatioD,  leaving  the  landlord  to  supi^  the  gneets,  a  dnty 
which  he  faithfully  performed,  to  my  entire  aatisfaction. 

**  At  twelve  o'clock,  quite  an  unexpected  crowd  assembled  at  the  grave,— as  our  pro- 
ceeding up  the  hill  was  seen  by  the  inhabitants  all  around.  The  day  was  unusually  fine ; 
a  number  of  ladies,  and  many  aged  matrons  who  witnessed  his  fall, — who  had  seen  his 
person, — who  had  mingled  tears  with  his  sufTerings, — attended,  and  were  loud  in  their 
praises  of  the  prince,  for  thus  at  length  honoring  one  who  still  lived  in  their  recoUectioQ 
with  unsubdued  sympathy.  The  laborers  proceeded  with  diligence,  yet  caution.  Surmises 
about  the  body  having  been  removed  were  revived,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  any  . 
event  which  could  convey  a  degree  of  more  intense  excitement. 

**  As  soon  as  the  stones  were  cleared  away,  and  the  grave  was  found,  not  a  tongue 
moved  amongst  the  multimde, — breathless  anxiety  was  depicted  in  every  countenance. 
When,  at  length,  one  of  the  men  cried  out  he  had  touched  the  coffin,  so  great  was  the  en- 
thusiasm  at  this  moment,  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  several  of  the  ladies 
to  form  an  enlarged  circle,  so  that  all  could  see  the  operation ;  which  being  effected,  the 
men  proceeded  with  the  greatest  caution,  and  the  clay  was  removed  with  the  hands,  as  we 
soon  discovered  the  lid  of  the  coffin  was  broken  in  the  centre.  With  great  care  the  broken 
lid  was  removed,  and  there  to  our  view  lay  the  bones  of  the  brave  Andre,  in  perfect  order. 
^  I,  among  others,  for  the  first  time  discovered  that  he  had  been  a  small  man ;  this  observa. 
tion  I  made  from  the  skeleton,  which  was  confirmed  by  some  then  present.  The  roots  of 
>  Um  small  peach  tree  had  completely  surrounded  the  skull  like  a  net  Afler  allowing  all 
die  people  to  pass  round  in  regular  order,  and  view  the  remains  as  they  lay,  which  very 
•  many  did  with  unfeigned  tears  and  lamentation,  the  bones  were  carefiilly  removed,  and 
placed  in  the  sarcophagus,  (the  circle  having  been  again  formed ;)  after  which  I  descended 
mto  the  coffin,  which  was  not  more  than  three  feet  below  the  sur&ce,  and  with  my  own 
hands  raked  the  dust  together,  to  ascertain  whether  he  had  been  buried  in  his  regimentals 
or  not,  as  it  was  rumored  among  the  assemblage  that  he  was  stripped ;  for,  if  buried  in  his 
regimentals,  I  expected  to  find  the  buttons  of  his  clothes,  which  would  have  disproved  the 
nunor  ;*  but  I  did  not  find  a  single  button,  nor  any  article  save  a  string  of  leather  that  had 
tied  his  hair,  in  perfect  preservation,  coiled  and  tied  as  it  had  been  on  his  hair  at  the  time. 
This  string  I  forwarded  to  his  sister  in  England.  I  examined  the  dust  of  the  coffin  so 
minnlely  (as  the  quantity  would  not  fill  a  quart)  that  no  mistake  could  have  arisen  in  the 
examination.  Let  no  unworthy  motive  be  attributed  to  me  for  recording  this  fact ;  I  state 
it  as  one  which  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  for  the  reason  given.  Having  placed  the  re- 
mains  in  the  sarcophagus,  it  was  borne  amidst  the  silent  and  unbought  regret  of  the  numer. 
ous  assemblage,  and  deposited  in  the  worthy  pastor's  house,  with  the  intention  of  removing 
it  to  his  miyesty's  packet,  in  New  York  city,  on  the  Tuesday  following. 

**  As  soon  as  the  removal  of  the  sarcophagus  to  the  packet  was  known  in  this  city,  it  was 
■ot  only  honorable  to  the  feelings  of  the  citizens,  but  cheering  to  my  mind,  depressed  as  it 
Iwd  been,  to  find  the  sentiments  which  prevailed.  Ladies  sent  me  flowers ;  others,  various 
emblematic  devices,  garlands,  &c.,  to  decorate  the  remains  of  the  *  lamented  and  beloved 
Andre.'  A  beautiful  and  ornamented  m]rrtle  among  those  sent,  I  forwarded  with  the  sar- 
eophagus  to  Halifax,  where  Lieut.  General  Sir  James  Kempt,  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
mimed  every  proper  mark  of  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  remains.  From  thence  they  reached 
London,  and  were  deposited  near  the  monument  which  had  been  erected  to  his  memory 
in  the  Abbey,  and  a  marble  slab  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  monument,  on  which  is  set  forth 
their  removal  by  the  order  of  his  royal  highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

**  Having  represented  to  his  royal  hi^mess  the  generous  conduct  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Demarat,!  recommended  that  his  royal  highness  should  convey  to  him  a  snufilbox,  made 
out  of  one  of  the  trees  which  grew  at  the  grave,  which  I  sent  home.  But  my  suggestion 
was  &r  outdone  by  the  princely  munificence  of  his  royal  highness,  who  ordered  a  box  to 
be  made  out  of  the  tree,  and  Uned  with  gold,  with  an  inscripdon,  *  From  his  Royal  High, 
■ess  the  Duke  of  York,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  DemaraL'  Whilst  speaking  of  this  act  of  liberality, 
I  was  unexpectedly  honored  with  a  silver  uikstand,  with  the  following  inscription : — *  The 
■wiving  sisters  of  Major  Andre  to  James  Buchanan,  Esq.,  his  Majesty's  Consul,  New 
iTork.*  They  also  sent  a  silver  cup,  with  a  suitable  inscripdon,  to  Mr.  EKsmarat  I  need 
BOt  add,  that  I  cherish  this  inkstand,  (which  I  am  now  using,)  and  ahall  bequeath  it  to  my 
efaiklien  as  a  memorial  which  I  priie  with  no  onUnary  feeling. 

*  It  has  since  been  ascertained,  from  an  American  officer  present  at  the  burial,  that  the 
vefimentals  of  Mi\jor  Andre  were  given  to  his  servants,  after  his  execution.  This  statement 
has  satisfied  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  will  account  for  the  absence  of  any  vestiges  in  his  tomb. 
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**  I  mnittad  to  menlioii,  that  I  h«d  the  peach  tree  which  had  been  planted  on  dM  pm, 
(the  roots  of  which  had  surrounded  the  skull,  as  aat  forth,)  taken  up  with  great  eaie*  wkk 
as  much  of  the  clay  as  it  was  possible  to  preserve  aroond  the  roota,  and  broaght  it  to  ay 
garden  in  New  York,  where  my  daughters  attended  it  widi  almost  piona  aoUcitiide,  afaaifim 
it  during  the  heat  of  die  day,  watering  it  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  in  the  hope  of  pnserr. 
ing  it  to  send  to  England.  Had  it  reached  his  sisten,  they  wonld  no  doobt  have  regaidsd 
it  as  another  Minerva ;  for,  though  it  did  not  spring  out  of^  yet  it  was  nourished  by  their 
beloved  brothel's  head. 

**  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  through  the  kind  interference  of  my  brother  eonsol  at  Phila- 
delphia,  I  obtained  M^or  Andre's  watch,  which  be  had  to  part  with  when  a  prisQaer 
during  the  early  part  of  the  war.  This  watch  I  sent  to  England  lately ;  ao  that  I  believe 
every  vestige  connected  with  the  subject  of  this  narrative  has  been  sent  to  the  land  of  hii 
birth,  in  the  service  of  which  his  life  was  sacrificed." 

Ramapo,  originally  named  New  Hempsteady  was  taken  from  Ha▼e^ 
straw  in  1791 ;  centrally  distant  from  New  York  33  miles.  The 
manufacturing  village  of  Ramapo  Works  is  situated  in  the  P«sf» 
which  during  the  revolution  was  fortified.  It  is  18  miles  W.  fiom 
New  City,  the  county  seat,  and  contains  1  Presbyterian  church  and  80 
dwellings.  The  names  of  the  post-offices  in  this  town  are  Ramapo^ 
Scotland,  and  West  Hempsteaa.    Pop  3,217. 


ST.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY. 

St.  Lawrencb  county  was  taken  from  Oneida  in  1808;  distttt 
from  New  York  850,  from  Albany  NW.  206  miles.  Greatest  length 
on  the  St  Lawrence  river,  which  bounds  it  on  the  N.,  66  miles; 
greatest  breadth  64.  This  county  is  larger  by  1,000  square  miles 
than  any  other  in  the  state.  That  portion  of  it  bordering  upon  the 
St  Lawrence,  and  extending  30  or  40  miles  into  the  country,  is 
agreeably  diversified;  waving  in  gentle  swells  and  broad  valleys, 
with  extensive  tracts  of  champaign.  The  soil  is  warm,  rich,  ^ani 
productive,  and  equal  to  any  of  the  uplands  of  the  state.  The  south- 
eastern part  is 'broken  and  mountainous.  These  mountains  abound 
with  fine  iron  ore.  The  county  is  comparatively  unsettled,  but  is 
now  filling  up  rapidly.  Since  1820,  the  population  has  more  than 
trebled.  This  county  extends  75  miles  along  the  St  Lawrence. 
The  many  large  streams,  with  their  branches,  fiimish  some  internal 
navigation,  with  superabundance  of  hydraulic  power.  The  St.  Law- 
rence has  a  good  sloop  navigation  from  Lake  Ontario  to  Ogdensburg. 
From  Ogdensburg  to  Montreal,  the  navigation  is  dangerous  on  ac- 
count of  the  rapids.  This  river  is  studded  with  num^rless  islands, 
rendering  the  scenerv  highly  picturesque  and  beautifiil.  Wheat  ii 
raised  upon  the  new  lands,  but  there  is  danger  of  its  being  wintei^ 
killed  in  the  long  and  almost  unmitigated  firosts.  Rye,  ffrass,  and  aB 
the  summer  crops  flourish  luxuriantlv ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the 
great  source  of  wealth  here  will  be  found  in  grass  fiuiOQing  and  the 
culture  of  sheep.  The  county  is  divided  into  25  towns.  Pop. 
56,676. 


■T.   LAWMKOB   CODNTT.  4M 

Bkashu,  taken  from  Massena  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  250,  and  from 
Canton  centrally  distant  N£.  89  miles.  Pop.  3,118.  IJpon  the  forki 
of  the  St  Regis  and  North  Deer  rivers  is  the  small  post  Tillage  of 
Helena,  in  the  vicinity  of  which,  on  these  streama,  there  h  considera- 
ble hydraulic  power. 

Cakton  was  organized  in  1805*  from  Albany  206  miles.  Pop. 
S  464  A  natural  canal  6  miles  long  and  from  30  to  100  yards  wide, 
connects  m  this  town  the  Grasse  with  the  Oswe^tchie  river.  The 
*  high  talk   of  the  Grasse  river  are  m  the  south  part  of  the  town,  and 
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near  the  northwest  comer  the  falls  of  the  Oswegatchie.  The  villaee 
of  Canton,  18  miles  from  Ogdensburg,  on  the  Grasse  river,  was  made 
the  county  seat  in  1828,  previous  to  which  time  the  courts  were 
bolden  at  Ogdensburg.  The  village  contains  the  county  buildii^s,  an 
academy,  5  churches — I  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  2  MethocUat,  1 
Baptist  and  Universalist  united,  called  the  Union  church — and  about 
160  dwellings.  This  village  wa»  originally  called  "  Foot's  Falls,"  from 
Hr.  Stillman  Foot,  who  came  here  in  the  winter  of  1709,  and  bought 
a  mile  square,  comprising  in  its  limits  the  site  of  the  villa^.  Hs 
erected  a  saw  and  a  grist  mill  upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by  a 
Mw-mill  upon  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Georse  Foot,  Jr.,  Amos  Jones,  and  Medad  Moody,  all  with  their 
froiihes,  and  originally  from  Middlebury,  Vt.  The  Fresbyterian,  the 
fint  church  erected  here,  was  built  in  1826.  Mr.  George  Foot,  the 
&tber  of  Stillman,  was  the  iirst  person  who  died  in  this  town.  Hia 
death  occurred  in  IBOO,  and  as  uiere  were  no  boards  from  which  to 
construct  a  coffin,  the  body  was  wrapt  in  a  blanket,  enclosed  in 
wpnxe  bark,  and  buried. 

Db  Kalb,  (H)  the  Oswegatchie  river,  taken  from  Oswegatchie  in 
1806;  from  Albany  193  miles.  Pop.  1,630.  This  town  was  pur- 
chased in  leOS,  by  the  late  Judge  Cooper  of  Cooperstown,  Otsego 
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county,  and  was  settled  by  emigrants  from  Connecticut  and  yemMnt 
De  Kalb  village,  formerly  Cooper's  village,  15  miles  SE.  firom  Of' 
densburg,  and  Kichville,  are  both  small  settlements. 

De  Peybter  was  taken  from  De  Kalb  and  Oswegatchie  in  1825; 
from  Ogdensburg  centrally  distant  S.  0  miles,  fop.  1»032.  De 
Peyster  is  a  smaU  settlement. 

Edwards,  taken  from  Fowler  in  1827 ;  centrally  distant  SE.  from 
Ogdensburg  30  miles.  Pop.  056.  Edwardsville  and  South  Edwards 
are  small  settlements. 

Fowler,  taken  from  Rossie  andRussel  in  1816;  from  Albany  106 
miles,  comprising  townships  Nos.  7  and  11  of  Great  Tract  No.  3  of 
Macomb's  purchase.  Centrally  distant  about  30  miles  S.  of  Ogdens- 
burg. Shingle  Creek,  Little  i  ork,  and  Fowlersville,  are  the  names 
of  the  post-offices.    Pop.  1,752. 

Gouverneur,  named  after  Gouvemeur  Morris,  taken  from  Oswe* 
gatchie  in  1810;  from  Albany  180,  from  Ogdensburg;  centrally  dis- 
tant S.  25  miles.  Pop.  2,529.  "  One  of  the  ancient  mdian  works  ot 
fortification  is  in  this  town,  on  a  farm  of  now  or  late  Capt.  Washbuniv 
consisting  of  an  embankment  enclosing  three  acres,  in  which  there 
are  some  remains  of  rude  sculpture."  Gouvemeur  is  a  small  nd 
pleasant  village,  and  contains  2  churches  and  a  flourishing  academy. 
Washbumville  is  the  name  of  a  post-office. 

Hammond,  taken  from  Rossie  and  Morristown  in  1827 ;  from  Al- 
bany 184,  from  Ogdensburg  centrally  distant  SW.  22.  miles.  Ham- 
mond and  South  Hammond  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  1345. 

Hbrmon,  originally  named  Depau,  taken  from  Edwards  and  De 
Kalb  in  1830 ;  from  Albany  180,  centrally  distant  from  Ogdensburg 
SE.  23  miles.    Depauville  is  a  small  post  village.     Pop.  1,271. 

HoPKiNTON  was  organized  in  1805.  Pop.  1,140.  Hopkinton,  on 
Lyd  brook,  234  miles  from  Albany,  and  25  E.  from  Canton,  is  a  small 
village.     Port  Jackson  is  a  small  settlement 

Lawrence,  taken  from  Hopkinton  and  Brasher  in  1828 ;  fit>m  Al- 
bany 232,  centrally  distant  E.  from  Ogdensburjz  50  miles.  Lawrence- 
ville  and  Nicholville  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  1,835. 

Lisbon,  organized  in  1801 ;  from  Albany  211  miles.  Pop.  3,508. 
On  Stoney  Island,  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  strong  fort  was  ouilt  by 
the  French,  but  was  destroyed  by  Gen.  Amherst  in  1760.  Three 
miles  below  Ogdensburg  in  this  town  was  an  Indian  village  of  the 
Oswegatchie  tribe,  now  in  ruins.  Rensselaerburg,  formerly  called 
Red  Mills,  on  the  St  Lawrence,  is  a  considerable  manufrtcturiog 
village. 

Louisville,  taken  from  Massena  in  1810 ;  from  Albany  231,  cen- 
trally distant  from  Ogdensburg  NE.  22  miles.  Pop.  1,687.  The  tat- 
tle at  Williamsburg,  in  Canada,  was  fought  opposite  here,  Nov.  1 1th. 
1818.  The  town  was  settled  in  1803,  by  eastern  emigrants.  Louis- 
ville post-office  is  on  Grasse  river.  Churchville  is  a  small  settlement 
on  the  St  Lawrence. 

Madrid,  organized  in  1802 ;  from  Albany  227,  from  Canton  N. 
15  miles.    Pop.  4,510.    This  town  belonged  to  Messrs.  I.  Wadding- 
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tony  D.  A.  Ogden,  and  T.  L.  Oc^den.  Waddington  village,  on  the  river 
St  Lawrence,  20  miles  N.  of  Canton,  has  8  mercantile  stores,  and 
800  inhabitants.  Columbiaville  is  a  small  village  on  the  Grasse 
river. 

Matilda viLLB,  recently  formed ;  from  Canton  SE.  centrally  dis- 
tant 17  miles.    MatildavUle  is  a  small  village. 

Massena,  organized  in  1802 ;  from  Albany  238,  centrally  distant 
from  Ogdensbur^  N£.  36  miles.  Massena  is  a  small  village,  and 
Massena  Point  a  namlet    Pop.  2,726. 

MoBRJUTowN,  taken  from  Oswegatchie  in  1821 ;  NW.  from  Albany 
180.  Black  Lake  extends  centrally  across  the  town.  Pop.  2,853. 
Morristown,  on  the  St  Lawrence,  10  miles  SW.  from  Ogdensburg, 
is  a  small  but  beautifully  situated  village. 

NoiFOLK  was  taken  from  Louisville  in  1823 ;  from  Ogdensburg  E. 
M  miles.  Pop.  1,132.  There  are  two  small  villages  on  the  Racket 
river  in  this  town. 

OswBOATCHiE  was  Organized  in  1802,  and  is  from  Albany  200 
miles.  Pop.  5,719.  The  importance  of  this  spot  seems  to  have  been 
diicovered  at  an  early  day,  the  French  faavmg  built  a  fort  here  at 
quite  a  remote  period.  On  the  maps  published  by  them  100  years 
ance,  it  is  called  Fort  PreserUoHon,  afterward  named  Oswegatchie. 
It  was  situated  either  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  ruins  now  standing, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  near  its  mouth.  Previous  to  1706, 
there  was  not  much  of  any  settlement,  when  Judge  Nathan  Ford,  an 
enterprising  individual,  from  New  Jersey,  settled  in  the  place.  The 
British  had  had  a  garrison  here,  and  the  military  worxs,  then  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  were  taken  possession  of  by  him  in  behalf  of  the 
proprietors.  They  consisted  of  2  stone  buildings  of  2  stories,  a  bomb 
proof,  a  row  of  wooden  barracks,  and  three  or  four  other  wooden 
structures.  Ford  gave  a  new  spring  to  the  settlement,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  many  New  Englanders.  The  party  who  emigrated 
¥rith  him  mred  a  Canadian  batteaux,  sailed  up  the  Mohawk  into  the 
Wood  creek,  then  down  the  Oswego  river  into  Lake  Ontario,  and 
finally  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oswegatchie.  Thomas  Lee,  now 
at  an  advanced  age,  (1840,)  is  the  only  person  living  of  the  party. 

At  this  period  there  was  a  settlement  of  Indians  at  Indian  Point, 
4  mUes  down  the  St  Lawrence.  They  were  veiy  jealous  of  the 
judge,  and  made  several  attempts  to  drive  him  off,  which  would  have 
succeeded  had  he  not  been  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  resolution. 
One  niffht  a  party  of  them  came  to  his  house,  built  a  fire  in  the  centre 
of  the  floor,  mastered  his  men,  and  were  in  the  act  of  placing  one  of 
them  on  the  fire,  when  the  judge  attacked  them  with  a  billet  of  wood, 
and  being  seconded  by  some  of  his  men,  was  enabled  to  drive  them 
off  The  first  firame  building,  a  dwelling,  was  erected  near  where 
the  Eagle  Tavern  now  stands. 

Ogdensbuiv,  the  port  of  this  town,  has  a  population  of  2,555.  It 
is  204  miles  N.  finom  Albany,  00  below  Kington,  ISO  from  Montreal, 
120  W.  fix>m  Plattsburgh,  68  NE.  firom  Sacketts  Harbor,  and  18 
from  Csnton.    This  was  fiurmeriy  the  county  seat,  but  it  has  been  re- 


wr.  LAWHBNoa  ewnm. 


View  of  Ogdentburg. 

moved  to  Canton.  The  above  view  was  taken  on  the  bankof  tbe  C^w»- 
gatchie  river,  near  the  ruins  of  the  old  barracks.  The  steeple  seen  on 
we  left  ia  that  of  the  Presbyterian  church ;  the  one  on  tne  extnmk 
right  the  old  courthouse ;  the  academy  is  next  to  it ;  and  tbe  •qirnn 
steeple  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  denomination.  The  first  religioui 
society  organized  was  the  Presbyterian ;  they  held  their  meetings,  as 
far  back  as  1811,  in  the  old  courthouse.  In  1819,  they  erected  tfadr 
first  church,  a  few  rods  southwest  of  where  the  present  stone  churdi 
now  stands.  There  are  here  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  1  Episcopal,  1 
Roman  Catholic,  and  1  Presbyterian  church,  besides  a  society  of 
Unitarians. 

Tbe  proximity  of  the  town  to  the  Canada  line  made  it  an  import- 
ant place  during  the  late  war,  and  the  scene  of  several  minor  military 
operations.  The  following  is  extracted  from  Thompson's  History 
of  the  Late  War. 


retaJistian 


ring  Giploil  peifonned  bf  Cipt.  Fonylfa  of  the  liSe  n  _ 
Bfl  quantity  oTiloraa,  &c.,coUecled  >t  the  mill  Tilla(ii  oTGuiaBil. 
qua,  in  ihfl  lown  ot  l^edi,  in  Ctnitda,  "the  eneniT  dslenniiied  oa  itirking  aoddeMioj. 
ing  the  luim  of  Ogdenaburg.  Opp<»ile  to  ihu  i*  ntusted  the  Cinadian  rillan  of  Praacot^ 
bfifore  which  die  Briiiah  W  ■  tuong  line  of  breaslworka.  Od  the  Sd  of  October,  1811, 
(hef  opened  a  heavy  cuinoiudiiig  on  the  town  from  their  btiterio,  and  coaliaued  to  boat- 
ban]  it  with  Utile  intenninion  un^  the  night  of  the  3d :  otw  or  two  building  tmlj  wan 
injured.  On  Sunday,  tba  4th,  having  prepared  forty  boata,  with  from  tan-to  GftM  aiMtd 
men  in  each,  they  advanced  with  aix  piecea  of  artillec;,  to  alonn  the  town.  Genanl  Bmm 
Mmmanded  al  Ogdenaburg  in  peraon,  and  when  the  enemy  had  advanced  within  a  ritol 
diltance,  he  ordered  hii  iroopa  to  open  a  wann  Rre  npon  them.  The  %jli*h,  nevgrtheleMi 
aMKlily  approached  Iba  ahore,  and  kept  up  their  firs  for  two  houn ;  dnriof  which,  they  i^ 
taiiied  tbe  nllins  fin  of  ihe  Americana,  undl  one  oi  (hair  boata  waa  taken,  and  two  oltai 
■o  ahattered,  thai  theii  crewa  were  obliged  to  abandon  them  i  they  than  laliiiqiiidiad  ^ 
oaault  and  fled  to  PreacotL    There  lua  been  no  engBgemeat,  perfaapa,  wtdcb  mtitUiti 


The  annexed  account  of  the  taking  of  this  place  on  the  31st  of 
Febrooryt  1818,  is  extrtcled  from  tbt  imm  source  as  the  above. 
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-  Tha  mofwuettti  of  the  eneaqr  at  PraMott  were  indieatiYa  of  an  mtentioiito  attack  Og 
imtbag*  GokNial  Banediet  waa  tberefora  indaoed  to  call  out  hia  Kgiment  of  militia,  and 
aWangfinianta  waia  iamiediately  made  for  the  defenoe  of  the  placo.  On  tfaeSlatofFebrn. 
OT«  Oe  enamj  appeared  before  it,  with  a  force  of  tweWe  hundred  men,  and  aocceeded  in 
mriqf  ont  Captain  Foiayth  and  hia  troopo.  The  Biitiah  attacked  in  two  colnmna,  of  aiz 
i—lied  men  each,  at  8  o'clock  In  the  moniing,  and  were  commanded  bj  Capt  M'DonneU 
if  iIm  Glengaiy  Ufl^tiniiwtry,  and  GolondFVaaer  of  the  Canadian  n^  The  American 
tflaman  and  militia  raeeiTed  them  with  firmneaa,  and  contended  for  the  ground  upwarda 
if. fa  hour;  when  the  anperiority  of  nmnben  compelled  them  to  abandon  it,  and  to  retreat 
Lake,  nearly  nine  milea  from  Ogdenaburg,  after  loaing  twenty  men  in  kflled  and 
The  kiaa  of  the  enemy,  from  the  del£erate  coolneea  with  whieh  the  riflemen 
rapnted  to  have  been  thrice  that  number.  The  Britidi  aeeoant,  which  claimed 
•  of  immenM  atorea,  none  of  which  had  erer  been  deponted  there,  admitted  the 
liil  if  ivn  diitin|iiiBhed  officeia.  In  conaeqnence  of  thia  a&ir,  a  meange  waa  aent  by  the 
MMmduit  of  Fort  George,  to  Colonel  M*Feely,  the  commandant  of  Fort  Niagara,  in- 
ftnmw  Urn  that  a  aalute  wonld  be  fired  the  neztdayinhonorof  thecaptnraofthe  Ameri- 
iH  viUaM  Cdooel  M'Feely  having  received  inteltigence  in  the  couiae  of  the  aame  even- 
i^  of  na  eaptore  of  hia  m^jeaty'a  frigate  the  Java,  returned  the  meange  to  the  Britirii 
•■Bmaiidant,  by  communicating  to  him  hia  intention  of  firing  a  aalute,  at  the  aame  hour 
tint  Fort  Niagara,  in  celebration  of  this  brilliant  event.** 

The  following  additional  particulars  respecting  the  taking  of  Og- 
densburg  were  obtained  by  personal  conversation  with  a  resident  at 
that  time.  The  British  landed  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  villa^,  near 
some  barracks  occupied  by  a  detachment  of  militia  under  Captain 
Lvtle,  which  he  evacuated  and  then  jouied  Col.  Forsyth  at  the  fort 
ifne  enemy  marched  up  through  Ford-street,  and  when  the  Ameri- 
cans had  abandoned  the  fort,  they  crossed  over  on  the  ice  opposite 
to  the  Eagle  Hotel.  Besides  the  public  stores  destroyed  by  them, 
thev  took  away  a  larse  quantity  ot  provisions,  &c.,  private  propertv, 
which  they  were  mucn  in  need  of,  but  for  which  they  afterward  paid 
fuU  price.  A  bam  is  now  standing  on  the  SE.  side  of  Ford-street, 
near  the  comer  of  Water-street,  where  holes  made  by  grape  shot 
fired  from  the  fort  are  still  to  be  seen.  The  Glcn^arian  regiment, 
which  was  in  the  attack,  was  quite  celebrated  dunng  the  military 
operations  on  the  frontier.  This  cor;^  were  from  the  county  of 
Griengary,  in  Upper  Canada.  Their  relimon  was  Catholic,  and  they 
were  the  descendants  of  Scotch  Highlanders. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  Windmill  Point  and  ruins  in  its  vicinitv. 
It  is  memorable  as  being  the  spot,  where,  during  the  recent  strugde 
in  Canada,  a  small  body  of  men,  under  the  unfortunate  Van  Schouftz, 
jpdlantly  defended  themselves  against  an  overpowering  force  of  Brit- 
ish and  Canadians.  The  following  account  of  this  affair,  usually  termed 
the  **  Battle  of  Prescott,"  is  principally  drawn  from  a  work  recently 
publiahed  by  E.  A.  Theller,  Esq.,  and  entitled  Canada  in  1837-8. 

Eaitf  in  Norember,  1838,  the  patriota,  (ao  called,)  who  had  aecratly  rallied  in  dnba  in 
'  aboiU  Sjmcnaa,  Oawego,  Sacketta  Harbor,  Watertown,  Ogdenabnig,  French  creek, 
at  (Mber  pointaonor  near  the  American  line,  began  to  exhibit  an  intention  of  making  a 
dwonatradon  at  aome  point  in  Upper  Canada.  About  the  10th,  two  achoonera  were 
•a  being  freighted  from  canal  boata,  which  had  come  up  the  Oawego  canal  under 
iiiacircnniatancea,andtoiailoQtof  the  harbor  in  a  northern  direction.  Onthel9th, 
tha  ataawhoat  United  Statea,  which  had  been  detained  in  port  by  a  heairy  gale,  aailed  for 
SaeketiB  Harbor.  Hera  ihe  took  aboerd  about  350  patriota.  The  two  achooneia  apokan 
aC  were  next  discovered  bj  the  United  States,  lying  in  the  riyer  St  Lawrence ;  when 
CapL  Van  Clat«  complied  with  the  reqnaat  of  a  passenger  of  rsspectable  appearance,  to 
taka  thw  m  war  s  mgam  <h^  ^i»  to*^**^  wi*  mawhandim  fee  Ojiiiliggi  ^"^ich  ha 
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Vim  af  IThdimU  FoM,  PnteM.  U.  C* 

WM  derinna  of  getting  into  poit  the  next  inoinnig.  Aeccinlingt;f  tbs  ■■huuuwi  >MC 
Mied  one  each  ride  of  the  eleanwr.  The  boiea  end  barrel*  on  iheir  dacke,  with  jot  mm 
moogfa  in  eight  to  navigeie  them,  eihibtled  no  evidenca  of  their  being  other  thM  nF^ 
■ented  bf  the  pueengei.  The  capuio  wee  eoon  undeceived,  hf  umed  men  i  liiiilwi  boM 
the  icbooiKn  on  to  hii  boat,  to  the  number  of  eome  900,  and  ha  delenainMl  to  laj  >l  Hm^ 
linown,  ID  milea  above  Ogdeoabuig,  aod  give  notice  to  die  eulhoiidea.  On  anMls  at  Art 
neigbbofbood,  ifae  paliioB,  after  itwiifemng  about  1<H  of  the  boal^  [leaaiiiigiiia.  naaMNl 
their  veeMU,  and  were  found  the  next  morning  at  anchor  in  the  river,  belweoo  0||daiiMl 
end  PreBcott,  filled  with  aimed  men.  Both  towna  were  oow  the  aceoe  of  eaiileniaBli  m 
it  WH  evident  that  Fort  Wellington  wu  the  point  of  attack,  and  both  dloraa  wen  mm 
ihnnged  with  dliiena.  The  Eiperiineni,  a  British  anned  (leaoibaBt,  was  Ijiag  at  A* 
PreecoQ  whaii;  and  bj  thie  Dme  tbe  United  3latee  had  anived  M  0|denalMii|^  On  bf 
arrival,  the  people,  with  load  cheeia,  ruahed  on  board  and  went  to  the  nUef  of  mm  of  A* 
Bohooneie  which  b;  accident  had  got  aground  on  the  ahoal  in  the  liver.  Not  nteeeeliBtH 
reaching  her,  thef  returned  to  the  boat  for  a  longer  hawaer.  Aa  ahe  went  out  igMl,  ^ 
Eipflrimenl  came  out  and  fired  two  ihotn,  but  without  effttct ;  and  ihe  |ia»i  il  down  Ai 
river  about  a  mile  to  Windmill  Point,  lo  ihe  other  aclioonsr,  which  had  eucceeded  in  lan^ 
ing  her  forcea,  and  was  raluming  to  takr  off  the  men  from  ibe  groundad  veaael.  The  E>- 
perimeni  fallowed  her,  sod  when  the  United  3tatn  waa  covering  her  on  her  wef  op,  ke^ 
Up  an  irregular  fire  upon  both,  without  effect.  The  United  Sulea  having  eeen  the  •efaooDO' 
•he  wae  protecting  anchored  under  the  Ogdeniburg  abore,  returned  again  to  WiEkdnill 
Point,  where  William  Johnson  with  unall  boats  limded  110  meo.  Meantime  the  AnwricaB 
ateam  ferry.boat,  Paul  Pty,  ran  over  to  Ihe  eirended  vesael,  and  hauled  her  off"  uodef  a  bnk 
fire  from  the  Elipenmenl,  which  the  former  returned  with  anall-arma,  kilting  7  of  Ibe  El- 
perimenfa  men,  but  loaing  none.  The  United  Slatea  waa  now  returning,  and  again  eaeaoD- 
tered  the  fin  of  lbs  Experiment,  breaking  glaaa  lights  and  doing  other  luiuage,  Hioaewba 
had  remained  after  the  disembarkation,  about  95  in  number,  alood  upon  the  promenade 
deck  and  cheered  the  dischsrges  as  thejr  came.  During  thia,  a  ehot  puaing  through  ifaa 
wheel-house,  killed  Mr.  Solomoa  Poster,  a  young  man,  die  hslmsman  of  the  boat.  Aa  die 
United  Ststes  now  went  into  port,  she  waa  eumndered  to  hpr  owners,  and  immcdiatelj 
aaiied  by  the  United  States  auihoriiiea,  which  completed  Ihe  forenooii'i  operatiofia. 

"  Commodore  '  Bill  Johnson'  who  hod  come  on  to  Ogdensbuig  on  iho  remm  of  the 
United  Stalea,  addressed  '  the  patKots'  present,  urging  and  beseeching  them  to  go  with  him, 
and  join  thoee  who  hsd  croned.  He  succeeded  in  crossing  with  eome,  in  one  of  Ifat 
■ehoonen,  at  two  or  three  different  limes ;  whilst  most  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  wh 
occupied  at  Windmill  Point,  by  the  patriots,  fr^ifying  their  porition,  and  prnpering  far  the 
conleet.  They  hsd  taken  poasesaon  of  the  windmill,  and  other  large  atone  buiidinga,  to  Its 
number  of  shout  300,  which  were  increaaed  by  accemiona  from  iba  nnall  boaM  onaaaf 
over  in  the  eveaing.  It  wss  seen  that  at  Fort  Wellington  the  BniU  wen  ako  engv" 
in  making  lavpatBtions ;  but  lowania  night  (here  waa  acaicaly  a  living  aaal  a —  '~  '*" 
atreeiB  of  Preecoti.    There  wss  no  fighting  that  ni^L    Dtning  the  aTening  Iba 

*  Tht  taAan  an  indebted  far  lbs  above  view  le  Mr.  EUit,  miai,  tt  OgdaaabHi. 
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TelegTAph,  with  Col.  Worth,  of  the  United  States  annj,  had  aniTed,  accompanied  by  two 
oompanies  of  United  States  troofis,  and  by  Bfr.  Garrow,  a  United  States  manhal,  who  im- 
mediately took  into  custody  all  the  craA  which  bad  been  employed  by  the  patriots,  including 
the  United  States,  the  two  schooners,  and  the  Paul  Piy ;  aiid  made  efiectual  arrangementa 
to  cut  off  all  further  supplies  of  men,  anna  or  provisions  from  the  patriot  camp,  after  which, 
sU  remained  quiet  during  the  night,  except  the  report  of  cannon  at  long  interrals.  Eariy  on 
the  osoming  of  the  13th,  the  British  armed  steamers  Cobouig  and  TraTeller,  had  arrived  at 
Preecott  with  troops ;  and  at  about  7  o'clock,  they,  together  with  the  Experiment,  opened 
a  dischaige  of  cannon,  and  commenced  throwing  bombs  at  the  patriots  at  the  windmill, 
who  discharged  field-pieces  from  their  battery  on  shore  in  return.  At  about  8  O'clock,  a 
line  of  fire  biased  along  the  summit  of  the  hill,  in  the  rear  of  the  windmill,  for  about  80  or 
•  100  rods,  and  the  crack  of  the  rifles  and  musketa  made  one  continnooa  roar.  It  appean 
that  bj  the  time  the  firing  commenced  in  the  morning,  there  were  but  180  of  thoaa  who 
had  crossed  left  at  Windmill  Point;  and  that  when  they  were  attacked  by  land,  in  rear  of 
their  petition,  some  58  of  these  fled,  leaving  only  198  to  frice  from  600  to  800  MtiA  regu- 
lars and  volunteers.  After  a  fight  of  about  an  hour,  according  to  Theller^  accoimt,  the 
Britiah  were  driven  back  into  their  fort  with  a  loss  it  is  supposed  of  about  100  killed  and 
many  wounded.  The  patriots  lost  5  men  and  13  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th 
little  was  done,  and  the  British  having  sent  a  flag  of  truce  for  permisBion  to  bury  the  dead, 
the  request  was  grented.  Afterward  when  the  patriots  sent  a  flag,  the  bearer  was  shoe 
On  tha  15th,  the  British  received  a  reinforcement  of  400  regulars,  with  cannon  and  gum- 
boats,  by  steamboats  from  Kingston,  and  volimteers  numb^ing  in  all  about  2,000 ;  who 
•orrounded  the  mill  by  their  gun.boats  and  steamers  on  the  river,  and  by  stationing  cannon 
and  troops  on  land ;  and  keeping  up  a  continual  cannonading  until  Friday  evening,  when 
the  patriots  surrendered.  At  5  o'clock,  the  same  afternoon,  a  white  flag  was  diq>Iayad 
from  the  mill,  but  no  attention  being  paid  to  it,  it  was  finally  fiotened  on  the  outside ;  then 
3  or  4  flags  were  sent  out,  and  the  bearers  shot  down  as  soon  as  seen.  Immediately  after 
the  surrender,  the  British  burnt  4  dwellings  and  two  bams  in  the  vicinity  of  the  windmilL 
According  to  the  account  of  Thaller,  36  patriots  were  killed,  9  escaped,  and  90  were  made 
piisonecB ;  and  of  the  British  about  150  men  were  killed  and  90  officers,  among  whom  warn 
Capt.  Drummond.  The  patriots  were  commanded  by  Van  Schoultz,  a  Polander,  who  had 
Ibugfat  for  the  freedom  of  his  native  land,  and  wimessed  her  expiring  sgonies  at  ill-fated 
Wanaw.  When  driven  to  desperation,  he  opposed  the  offering  to  the  enemy  the  flag  of 
truce,  and  besought  his  men  to  rush  upon  the  enemy  and  die  in  the  contest ;  but  their  anu 
munition  and  provisions  were  exhausted,  and  a  five  days'  fatigue  in  active  night  and  day 
defonce  had  worn  them  out  and  made  them  indifferent  to  their  late.  At  the  trials,  Van 
Schoults  ideaded  guilty  and  was  sentenced  to  death,  and  was  executed  Dec.  9th,  1838, 
S|ged  31.  Col.  Dor^us  Abbey,  of  Watertown,  Jefferson  county ;  Col.  Martin  Woodruff, 
of  Saline,  Onondaga  county,  and  Daniel  George,  and  others,  suffered  the  same  frite  with 
Van  Schoultz.  A  number  of  others  were  finally  released,  while  the  others  were  sentenced 
to  transportation,  and  with  those  in  a  like  simation,  who  had  been  respited,  after  their 
trials,  and  with  Messrs.  John  G.  Parker,  Watson,  and  others,  to  the  number  of  93,  were 
sent  to  England,  and  from  thence,  in  company  with  11  convicted  fek)ns,  were  transported 
to  Van  Diemen's  Land." 

PAkicTHviLLE,  settled  by  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  David  Parish ;  taken 
from  Hopkmton  in  1814;  from  Albany  195  miles.  Pop.  2,25L 
Parishville»  on  the  St  Regis  river,  and  on  the  St  Lawrence  and  Map 
lone  turnpike,  89  miles  S£.  from  Ogdensburg,  is  a  small  village. 
Lime  and  iron  abound  in  the  vicinity. 

PiEutEPoiNT,  taken  from  Hopkinton  in  1814 ;  from  Albany  190, 
from  Canton  centrally  distant  SE.  10  miles.  Pierrepoint  is  a  small 
poft  village.    Pop.  1,430. 

PiTOAiBW  is  a  small  and  thinly  settled  town,  recently  formed. 
Pop.  396. 

Potsdam  was  taken  from  Madrid  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  216,  cen- 
trally distant  from  Canton  NE.  10  miles.  Pop.  4,460.  The  village 
of  Potsdam  is  pleasantlv  situated  at  the  falls  of  the  Racket  river,  and 
contains  several  churches,  a  flourishing  academy,  numbering  about 
150  pupils,  and  about  130  dwellings.    The  annexed  engraving  shows 
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Western  View  of  Potsdam. 


the  appearance  of  the  village  as  entered  from  the  west  The  puUie 
building  on  the  right  is  the  Episcopal  church ;  the  two  large  edi- ' 
lices  in  the  distance,  with  cupolas,  are  the  academy  buildings,  each  4 
■toiies  in  height;  the  buildings  with  spires  between  them  are  respec- 
tively  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches,  and  the  tall  tpire  to 
the  left  is  that  of  the  Universalist  church.  This  village  waa  settled 
in  1603,  by  Benjamin  Raymond,  £sa.,  a  native  of  Richmond,  Berk- 
shire county,  Mass.  He  erected  mills  on  the  west  side  of  Racket 
river.  The  6rst  church  erected  was  the  ConG;regational,  in  1823. 
James  Chadwick  was  the  first  person  who  diea  in  the  village.  He 
was  killed  in  1805,  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  which  he  was  choppiiig. 
During  the  late  war,  many  left  this  section  and  vacated  their  farmi 
from  lear  of  the  incursions  of  the  British. 

RoBBiB  was  taken  from  Russell  in  1813 ;  from  Albany  I7S,  from 
Ogdensburg  centrally  drstEint  SW.  27  miles.  Pop.  1,553.  Rossie 
and  Somervllle  are  small  villages  in  this  town.  The  Rossie  Iron 
Works  were  established  in  1813.  Exceedingly  rich  and  valuable 
lead  mines  have  here  lately  been  discovered,  and  the  reputation  of 
the  Rossie  lead  has  now  become  widely  spread. 

Russell,  named  from  Russell  Alwater,  by  whom  it  was  settled  in 
1S05 ;  organized  in  1807  ;  from  Albany  194  miles.  Russell,  on  the 
St  Lawrence  turnpike  and  Grasse  river,  12  miles  S.  from  CanttHi,  is 
a  small  village.     Pop.  1,377. 

Stockholm,  taken  from  Massena  in  1606 ;  from  Albany  337,  from 
Ctoiensburg,  £.,  centrally  distant  40  miles.  Stockholm,  West  Stock- 
holm, and  Southville,  are  names  of  the  post-offices.     Pop.  3,903. 


■ABATOOA  OOmfTT.  491 


SARATOGA  COUNTY. 

Saeatcnsa  county  'was  taken  from  Albany  in  1791 ;  greatest  length 
N.  and  S.  47,  and  greatest  breadth  £.  and  W.  30  miles.  Centnuly 
distant  from  Albany  36  miles.  ''  Its  name  is  supposed  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  Indian  word  Sah-rah-ka,  or  the  *  side  hill/  The  great- 
er part  of  the  lands  in  this  tract  were  originally  granted  by  the  Eng- 
lish crown  to  a  company  of  13  individuals,  by  me  title  of  the  patent 
of  Kayaderosseras.  Smaller  portions  were  included  in  other  patents. 
Thus  Van  Schaick's,  of  an  earlier  date,  included  the  town  otWater- 
fi»rd  and  adjacent  country.  The  Saratoga  patent  embraced  six  miles 
muare  on  the  Hudson  river  north  of  Van  Schaick's ;  and  the  apple 
paJentt  located  on  the  Mohawk,  extended  '  three  miles  back  into  the 
woods,'  towards  Ballston  Lake.  The  first  recorded  grant  of  lands  in 
the  Kayaderosseras  patent  was  made  in  August,  1702.  A  good  por- 
tion of  the  land  is  now  held  under  a  rent  charge  of  firom  15  to  20 
cents  an  acre,  derived  originally  from  the  above  patent  Settlements 
were  made  in  1715  under  that  patent,  and  some  probably  earlier, 
alon^  the  Hudson,  upon  the  patents  of  Van  Schaick  and  Saratoga ; 
but  there  was  then  none  north  of  Fish  creek,  now  Schuylersville» 
and  few  between  that  and  the  Mohawk.  Until  the  conquest  of  Can- 
ada by  the  English,  settlements  were  slowly  made.  After  this,  although 
rapidly  formed,  they  wer^  confined  some  years  to  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  and  Mohawk.  The  surface  of  the  county  presents  a  broad 
diversity,  having  the  Kayaderosseras  and  Palmertown  mountains  in 
the  northwest,  and  in  the  southeastern  sandy  plains,  generally  level, 
and  along  the  Hudson  and  some  of  the  smaller  streams  extensive 
tracts  of  rich  alluvion.  There  are  several  small  lakes,  the  largest 
of  which  are  Saratoga,  Ballston,  or  the  Long  Lake,  Round  Lake, 
Owl  Pond,  ^c."  This  county  is  rich  in  historical  incident  It  has  20 
towns.     Pop.  40,542. 

Ballston,  organized  in  1788 ;  from  Albany  25  miles.  The  first 
settlement  here  was  made  in  1763,  by  two  brothers  of  the  name  of 
McDonald.  The  town  has  its  name  from  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Ball, 
from  Bedford,  Westchester  county,  who,  with  a  number  of  his  congre- 
gation, settled  about  2i  miles  south  of  the  springs.  The  Saratoga 
and  Schenectady  railroad  runs  through  the  town,  and  the  Troy  and 
Saratoga  railroad  enters  it  near  the  north  boundary.  Ballston  Cen- 
tre, East  Line,  and  Burnt  Hills  are  post-offices,    rop.  2,037. 

Chaklton,  taken  from  Ballston  m  1792 ;  fix>m  Albany  25,  from 
Ballston  Spa  S  W.  8  miles.  Pop.  1,937.  Charlton  is  a  small  village, 
and  West  Charlton  is  a  postofiice. 

CurroN  Pakk,  taken  from  Half  Moon  in  1828 ;  from  Albany  15, 
from  Ballston  Spa  S.  15  miles.  Pop.  2,717.  Willow  Spring,  on  the 
Brie  canal,  Rexford  Flats,  Clifton  Park,  Vischer's  Ferry,  and  Jones- 
rille  are  post-oflices. 


498  ftAmATO04  ooran; 

CoKiNTH  was  taken  from  Hadley  in  1818.  It  is  N.  firom  Albany 
44,  and  from  Ballston  Spa  N.  18  miles.  Corinth,  formerly  Jetapi 
Landing,  is  a  small  village ;  South  Corinth  is  a  post-office.'  The 
great  falls  of  the  Hudson  are  in  this  town,  where  there  is  a  cataract  of 
about  80  feet,  and  a  rapid  1  mile  above,  with  about  the  same  desceot 
Above  the  falls  there  is  a  narrow  place,  about  12  feet  wide  and  SO 
feet  lonff,  where  at  low  water  the  whole  river  passes  through  with 
astonishing  rapidity.    Pop.  1,365. 

Day,  the  northwestern  town  of  the  countv,  was  originally  named 
Concord  and  taken  from  Edinburgh  and  Hadley  in  1810 ;  mtn  AUmp 
ny  60,  and  from  Ballston  Spa  NW.  35  miles.  Day  and  West  Iky 
are  post-offices.    Pop.  043. 

Edinbukoh,  originally  named  Northfield,  was  taken  from  Pnnridaiee 
m  1801 ;  fit>m  Albany  50,  and  from  Ballston  Spa  NW.  85  ntilea 
Pop.  1,458.     Edinburgh  on  the  Scandanaga  river  is  a  small  vfflage. 

Galwav  was  taken  from  Ballston  in  17£^  ;  from  Albany  80,  fnom 
Ballston  Spa  NW.  10  miles.  Pop.  2,412.  Gralwajr's  Comers  and 
West  Galway  are  small  villages. 

Greenfield,  taken  from  Saratoga  and  Milton  in  1793  ;  centrally 
distant  from  Albany  36  miles.  Pop.  2,807.  West  Greenfield  8  N., 
Greenfield  Centre  10  miles  N.  from  the  Spa,  and  Porters  Comers,  are 
small  settlements. 

Hadlet,  taken  from  Greenfield  and  Northumberland  in  1801;  from 
Albany  57,  and  from  the  Spa  N.  27  miles.  Pop.  865.  Hadley  on 
the  Hudson  river  is  a  small  settlement 

Half  Moon,  bounded  on  the  £.  by  the  Hudson,  was  organized  in 
1788 ;  from  Albany  15,  from  Ballston  Spa  S.  16  miles.  Middletown, 
Half  Moon,  and  Mechanicsville  are  villages  ;  the  latter  of  which  is 
noticed  under  Stillwater.  The  Champlain  canal  and  Troy  railroad 
run  along  the  Hudson. 

Malta,  taken  from  Stillwater  in  1802 ;  from  Albany  25  miles. 
Pop.  1,459.  The  Troy  and  Ballston  railroad  crosses  the  town  north- 
westerly. Dunning  Street,  4  miles  S£.  from  the  Spa,  and  Maitaville, 
are  small  settlements. 

Milton,  taken  from  Ballston  in  1792 ;  from  Albany  NNW.  30 
miles.  Pop.  3,149.  Rock  City,  6  miles  NW.,  and  Factory  Village, 
3  miles  N W.  from  Ballston  Spa,  are  small  villages. 

The  village  of  BaHston  Spa,  the  seat  of  justice  for  Saratoga  county, 
was  incorporated  in  1807.  It  is  30  miles  north  from  Albany,  15  from 
Schenectady,  24  from  Troy,  and  7  southwest  from  Saratoga  Springs. 
The  village  is  situated  in  a  valley  surrounded  by  hills,  upon  a  branch 
of  the  Kayaderosseras  creek,  immediately  around  the  mmeral  springs 
in  the  southeast  comer  of  the  town  of  Milton.  The  village  contains 
about  180  dwellings,  3  churches — 1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  and  1 
Episcopal — a  large  courthouse  of  brick,  and  other  county  ouildinAS 
newspaper  printing  offices,  a  number  of  hotels,  of  which  tiie&nt 
Souci  is  the  most  prominent.  This  structure  is  of  wood,  having  t 
front  of  160  feet,  and  wings  of  150  feet,  and  is  three  stories  high. 
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"Tht  minan]  ifnii|i  froo  which  thiinllafa  derirca , .,, 

dlMOTend  in  1IE7.  In  1T79,  Mr.  DougkB  erected  ■  maall  lof-hogn  ben  br  the  eecan. 
Mil  ^eli  nti  of  Tinlen.  Doiiiw  dw  mnitatiMiUT  wer  mttenmiM  in  tliia  pHt  of  the  cuuuj 
wiBie  n^ended,  bnt  iboul  1790  Mr.  IXnl^eM,  enlii|ed  liii  accoaunoditiaia.  la  ISM, 
Niebolee  Lmr,  Eiq^  Tueed  tlis  wall-knowo  Sum  Soud  holeL  la  1807,  eerenl  odiaf 
ifliliie,  and  in  ISIT,  foiv  ipringi  of  difftresl  qualtdee,  were  fbaad  neu  die  greet  -"""**■ 
tgfy  Emit  by  Mr.  Low. 

**  Tba  eprinf  in  ibe  rear  at  llie  Sun  Band,  end  llut  in  Ibe  rear  of  ibe  nllaga  hotel,  and 
A»  oiigilial  ipHng  et  ibe  waet  of  [he  Tillage,  conlain,  aa  BMaplial  it^iedEBBk,  tbe  caxbo. 
■atM  a  aoda,  of  lime,  iran,  and  migneaia ;  ike  iDnic  qoaiitiBa  of  ibe  inm,  and  ibe  aparlu 
kig  aod  eariTening  inflneDPa  of  tha  fixed  air  Ihat  they  pcaetaa  in  an  eitnuidinwr  dl^rea, 
bave  ft  waDdeifbl  eifect  upon  enerTaledl,  biJioea,  and  debifitated  oooRiailiana. 

"  The  nee  of  the  mineral  walera  faera  end  al  Seialog*  ia  cepeciallr  bene&dal  in  ell  thoae 
»  termed  bilione  and  dyapeptic,  in  celculoui  and  nepfaiiiic  ctanplainta,  in  chronic 


MokBAu,  bounded  on  tbe  E.,  N.,  and  NW.  by  the  Hudson,  was  ta- 
ken from  Northumberiand  in  1605  ;  from  Albany  N.  50,  from  Ball- 
•too  Spa  NE.  SI  miles.  Pop.  1,575.  Moreau,  Reynolds  Comers,  and 
datisville  are  small  settlements. 

NoiTflnuxKLAirm  bounded  E.  by  the  Hudson,  vsm  taken  from  Sar- 
atoga in  1798 ;  N.  from  Albanv  40,  and  from  Ballston  Spa  N£.  IS 
aailea.  Gansevoortville  and  Popes  CoTnen  are  small  settlements. 
Pop.  1,673. 

FaoTmEiioB.  taken  from  Galway  in  1706 ;  from  Albany  NW.  36, 
from  BdlstOB  Spa  NW.  18  mUes.  Pop.  UlS.  H&gedoms  Mills, 
Graesidxnro',  ana  Johnsboro',  are  small  settlements. 

Saeatoqa  was  organized  in  1788 ;  distant  IS  miles  N.  from  Ball- 
MOB  Spa,  aad  S3  from  Albany.  Fop.  3,624.  The  surface  of 
the  township  is  moderately  uneven  on  the  Hudson,  which  ibrms  the 
MSteni  botmdary ;  there  are  some  alluvial  flats  on  tbe  western  bor- 
der (kT  ihfe  town  around  Sarato^  lake ;  the  soil  is  of  a  light  sandy 
kiaiD.    SdiuylarTiUe,  the  principal  village  in  tbe  town,  lies  on  tbie 
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ChampluD  canal  near  the  mouth  of  Fish  creek,  which  here  flows  nilo 
the  Hudson,  and  consists  of  about  100  dwetlings,  3  churches — 1  Dutch 
Reformed,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Methodist — and  an  academy,  with  Mvenl 
mills  and  factones. 


Schuykr  mansion-hoase,  SckuyierviUe. 

The  above  is  a  view  of  the  mansion  of  the  late  Gen.  Schuyler,  in 
Schuylerville,  which  was  built  a  short  time  afler  his  house  and  mlib 
at  this  place  were  destroyed  by  the  army  under  General  Burgope 
in  1777.  This  dwelling,  the  residence  of  George  Strover,  Esq^isa 
short  distance  south  of  the  spot  where  Burgoyne  surrendered  hi* 
sword  to  General  Gates.  Aiier  the  battle  at  Stillwater,  Oct  7th,  hs 
made  an  attempt  to  effect  his  retreat  back  to  Port  Edward,  but  was 
unable  to  proceed  any  further  than  the  mouth  of  Fish  creek,  where 
he  was  hemmed  in  by  the  American  forces.  The  following  account 
relative  to  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  is  from  the  2d  volume  of  Al- 
len's American  Revolution : — 

"Previaui  to  the  iclion  of  the  Tih,  Genetsl  GitM,  uiticipidng  the  retreat  of  the  eDemr, 
lud  ordered  Bngsdier  General  Fellawa,  with  1,300  tnea,  to  croM  the  river,  and  take  pM 
on'  the  heights  oppoiile  the  Saratoga  foni,  Buppoeing  that  he  might  be  able  to  rernforee  hin 
before  Burgoyne  could  reach  the  place.  But  the  retieil  of  the  BriliBh  trmj  btiag  «uli> 
than  he  expected,  and  the  circuRuiancFB  before  related  pre*eQting  him  from  poraniDcimnie. 
diately  widi  the  main  army,  or  seading  off  any  eonaiderable  detachment,  General  Fellovi 
was  placed  in  a  critical  situation,  and  nothing  nved  his  detichtnent  Irom  deatructioa  a 
capture,  but  the  veiy  alow  moiementi  of  Burgoyne,  occuioned  by  ■  heaTy  rain  durinr  At 
night  of  the  8th,  ami  the  badnen  of  the  roada,  which  ciHnpelled  him  to  halt  at  Damcott, 
■a  thai  he  did  not  reach  Saratoga  until  the  morning  of  ihe  9ib.  By  this  time  Genaial  Fal- 
lows had  received  orden  to  recroas  ihe  riier  and  endeavor  to  oppose  their  paange,  niaA 
he  did  just  u  the  front  of  the  Briliah  tnnj  entered  Saratoga,  and  in  time  to  poM  tamaelf 
adTintagsauily  on  the  oppoiila  bank  of  the  river.  On  the  a*eBin(  befon,  hil  eunf  wm 
BO  entirely  unguarded,  that  Lieutenant-colonel  Sontharland,  who  had  been  aent  lannai 
by  Burgoyne  to  recotuKntre,  marched  (round  it  vrithont  meeting  with  a  eesliiiel,  and  ww 
■0  Itrongly  impreawd  with  the  conviction  that  he  could  rarpriM  him,  that  ba  Mlieilad  ptt- 
ininiaD  to  attack  hini  with  his  single  regiment;  and  it  wai  perfaapi  fonniMta  for  GimmI 
Fellows  that  Burgoyne  refused. 

"  In  Ihe  mean  nme  Bevetal  other  bodies  of  militia  were  posted,  to  inteteepl  the  raliiM 
of  Burgoyne,  in  various  directioos,  and  one  detachment  was  ordered  to  mareh  ■■— "-J^^lf 
to  Fort  Edward,  and  take  poawnion  before  any  part  of  Burgoyne'i  troop*  coold  rsaefa  it 
A  rain  on  the  10th  {^evented  General  Gates  from  ■"■"•hing  until  the  aAemooD.  WkM 
tbs  front  of  Ihe  aimy  reached  Baiatogi,  about  4  o'clock,  ths  Briliah  ware  aaeanqad  on  ^ 
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ApMhii  WfWiJ  ^  mnn,  [Ihh  cwtkt]  tbeb  boati  by  at  tbe  moath  of  Um  aiMk,  and  a 
$i^gie  pntir  wm  at  woik  in  nmoving  the  tMiggags  firain  the  creek  to  the  heigiUk  Ge* 
MhI  Falkrini  with  kia  ootpa  wera  on  the  oppoeite  bank  of  the  iiTer,  with  a  ooa|m  of  amdl 
HpllHpiaoaa  on  the  plain,  plajrinf  upon  the  eaemy^  fatigue  partf.  General  Galea  on  Ui 
Mfital  poated  the  army  in  aeveral  linee  on  the  heights,  about  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  Fiab- 
kilL  with  Colonel  Morgan's  corps  in  front.  Under  the  idea  that  the  enemy  would  retreat 
Istte night.  General  &tea  gave  ocdeia  that  the  army  yhouid  advance  at  rrMtUst  in  the 
Momiaif  of  the  11th.  A  Mnall  detachment  had  been  sent  off  by  Buigoyne  to  possess  them. 
•alvas  of  Fort  Edward,  but  finding  it  occupied  by  the  Americans,  had  returned  to  camp : 
An  movement  of  this  detachment  had  given  rise  to  tlie  information  which  deceived  Gene- 
wd  Gataa,  that  die  whole  British  army  had  moved  ofi^  leaving  a  amaU  guard  only  in  the 
OHBp  10  inhe  care  of  the  baggage  and  stores.  Upon  thii  inteltigenoe  it  waa  determined  to 
■ttaek  the  camp  eariy  in  the  morning;  and  Brigadier^nerals  Nixon  and  Glover  were 
arietid  to  erass  the  creek  with  their  bngades  for  this  purpose. 

**GoloBd  Morgan ,  advancing  with  his  corpa  at  daylight  agreeably  to  ordeta,  fell  in  with 
An  mmtfB  pic^t,  by  whom  he  was  fired  upon,  and  loat  a  lieutenant  and  sevenl  privatea. 
Thip  ipdnnad  him  to  anppoae  that  the  enemy  had  not  moved  ae  supposed,  in  which  ease  h» 
iJlMtiby  vronld  be  extremely  critical,  as  the  fog  was  so  thick  that  nothing  could  be  aeen  at 
At  #kMea  of  twenty  yards;  a  winding  creek  waa  in  his  rear,  and  he  was  unacquainted 
with  tlw  gnmnda.  In  this  dilemma  he  was  met  by  the  Deputy  Adyntantigeneral,  Colonel 
WiUaMiiit  who  had  been  sent  out  by  the  general  for  the  porpoae  of  reconnoitring.  WU. 
kteon  remraed  immediately  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  general,  and  Patter. 
mnfB  and  Leamed*s  brigadea,  both  under  the  command  of  the  latter,  were  sent  to  the  sup. 
Mt  of  Morgan.  In  the  mean  time  the  whole  army  had  advanccNd  as  far  aa  the  ridge- 
Wtween  the  church  and  General  Schuyler^  houae,  where  they  halted.  Generala  Nixon 
•ad  CHover  were  in  advance,  marching  according  to  orders  to  the  attack  of  the  camp. 
Ksoat  had  abnady  creased  the  creek,  and  Glover  was  prepering  to  follow  him,  when  a  de- 
inter  fimn  the  enemy  waa  observed  fording  the  creek,  from  whom  information  was  received 
Ant  Baigoytta  with  his  whole  army  waa  still  in  his  camp.  This  was  confirmed  by  the 
napmra  of  a  reconnoitring  party  of  a  subaltern  and  35  men,  by  the  advance  guard  of  50 
wider  Captain  Goodale  S  Putnam's  regiment,  who  discovered  them  through  the  fog  just  as 
Its  reached  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  making  a  resolute  charge  upon  them,  took  them 
withont  firing  a  gun.  The  general  waa  at  this  time  a  mile  in  the  rear,  and  before  thb 
ialalQfance  could  be  communicated  to  him,  and  orden  received  for  the  two  brigadea  to 
gainst  and  recroas  the  river,  the  fog  cleared  up,  and  exposed  to  view  the  whole  British  army 
Aider  aims.  A  heavy  fire  of  artiileiy  and  small^inns  was  immediately  opened  upon  Nix- 
na%  briigade,  which  was  in  advance,  and  they  retreated  in  considereble  disorder  acroas  the 
qpipek,  with  a  trifling  Ioob,  and  resumed  their  position. 

**  General  LeamMl  had  in  the  mean  time  reached  Mbigan'a  corpa  with  hie  two  brigadea, 
and  was  advancing  rapidly  to  the  attack,  in  obedience  to  a  standing  order  which  had  been 
■med  the  day  before,  *  That  in  case  of  an  attack  against  any  point,  whether  fit>nt,  flank  or  . 
Mfmit  tbe  troopa  are  to  foil  on  the  enemy  at  all  quartera.*    He  had  arrived  within  300  yards 
*Bnisoyne^  streogwt  post,  and  in  a  fow  minutea  more  would  have  been  engaged  under 

mt  Qsadvantagea,  when  Colonel  Wilkinson  reached  him  with  intelligence  that  our  right 

~  given  way,  and  that  it  would  be  prudent  for  him  to  retreat.    Being  without  authority 

tba'general  to  order  it,  the  breve  old  general  beaitated  to  obey,  in  oppoaition  to  the 

Older,  until  Lieutenant^colonels  Brooks  and  Tupper  and  some  other  officen  com- 

Enp.  a  aort  of  council  waa  held,  and  the  proposition  to  retrsat  waa  Approved.  The  mo- 
lt Aaf  tuned  their  backa,  the  enemy,  who  had  been  cafanly  expecting  their  advance. 
Had  a  fire  opon  them  which  waa  continued  until  they  were  masked  by  the  wood.  They 
Bated  aXiottt  half  a  mile,  with  Morgan  on  their  lef^  and  encamped  in  a  atrong  poaition, 
^}M  dwy  held  until  the  surrender  of  the  British  army." 

■'  db  tbe  14th  of  October,  Gen.  Burgoyne  sent  Major  Kingston  to 
fteliead-auarters  of  Gen.  Gates  with  a  proposition  for  **  a  cessation 
i^  anns»  aurinff  the  time  necessary  to  communicate  the  preliminary 
by  whkm  in  Ay  extremity  he  and  the  army  mean  to  abide.** 
Grates  had  already  prepared  a  schedule  of  the  terms  upon  which 
^  was  willing  to  treat  Tnis  schedule  evinced  that  he  was  well  ac- 
^wfailad  with  the  distresses  of  the  British,  and  was  drawn  up  in  terms 
«f  ^octreme  liberaUty.  To  the  9th  article  of  Gen.  Burgoyne's  propo- 
^jftei^ God.  Gates  affixed  the  following  answer: 
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The  MfitafatMii  to  be  fiiiMliad  by  9  o'clock,  tki9  day,  iIm  \Wk^  and  te  traopi 
fiom  their  encampment  tt  5,  and  be  in  readineai  to  move  towards  Boston  to-monow 
inf.*  These  preliminaiy  articles  and  their  answers  beiiw  sent  to  General  BMigoyne,  pM^ 
dnced  the  immediate  return  of  his  messenger  with  the  following  note.  *  Tlie  eiglit  tmk 
pfriiminary  articles  of  Lieutenant^neral  Biugoyne's  proposals,  sad  the  9d,  9il«  and  4A 
of  those  cif  Mi^^neral  Gates  of  sresterday,  being  agreed  to,  the  foromtion  of  llie  fm^ 
posed  treaty  is  out  of  dispute,  but  the  scTeral  subordinate  articles  and  regnlatioiis  neeosm. 
rily  springing  from  these  preliminaries,  and  requiring  explanations  and  predsioo,  betwesa 
the  parties,  before  a  definitiTe  treaty  can  be  safely  executed,  a  longer  time  than  that  msiu 
tioned  by  General  Grates  in  lus  answer  to  the  9th  article,  becomes  indispensably  imji.  Msaiy. 
Lieutenantgeneral  Buigoyne  is  willing  to  appoint  two  officers  immediately  to  meet  two 
othen  from  Mqor-general  Gates  to  propound,  discun,  and  settle  those  subotdinaie  articfai^ 
in  order  that  the  treaty  in  due  form  may  be  executed  as  soon  as  possible.* " 

This  meeting  took  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  and  the 
parties  mutually  signed  articles  of  capitulation,  or  convention^  as  Geo. 
Burgoyne  wished  to  have  it  designated.  A  copy  of  the  conYenti<m 
was  to  be  signed  by  Gen.  Burgoyne  and  delivered  the  next  niomiog. 
The  following  are  the  articles  of  convention. 

ArtieU$  of  Cnuention  between  ZMuienant-general  Burgoyne  atd  Mi^mr-gtmBrml  GslHb 

**  IsL  The  troops  under  Ideutenantgeneral  Bofgo3me  to  march  oat  of  their  camp  wiA 
the  honors  of  war,  and  the  artillery  of  the  entrenchments,  to  the  ▼erge  of  the  river  what 
the  old  fort  stood,  where  the  arms  and  artillery  are  to  be  left ;  the  arms  to  be  pded  by  woid 
of  command  from  their  own  officers. 

**  3d.  A  free  passsge  to  be  granted  to  the  army  under  Lieutenantgeneral  Buigoyne  to 
GrTsat  Britain,  on  condidon  of  not  serving  sgain  in  North  America  during  the  pressnt  eo«> 
test ;  snd  die  port  of  Boston  is  assigned  for  the  entry  of  transports  to  receiva  the  traopi^ 
whenever  General  Howe  shall  so  order. 

*^  3d.  Should  any  cartel  take  place,  by  which  the  army  vuider  Gkneral  Burgosme,  or  any 
part  of  it,  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing  article  to  be  void  as  far  as  such  exchange  shsl 
be  made. 

**  4th.  llie  army  under  Lieutenantgeneral  Buigoyne,  to  march  to.  Maasachuaetto  Bay, 
by  the  easiest,  most  expeditious,  and  convenient  route ;  and  to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as 
convenient  as  possible  to  Boston,  that  the  march  of  the  troops  may  not  be  delayed,  wfasa 
the  transports  arrive  to  receive  them. 

**  5th.  The  troops  to  be  supplied  on  their  march,  and  during  their  being  in  quarters,  with 
provisions,  by  General  Gates'  orders,  at  the  same  rate  of  rations  as  the  troops  of  his  owa 
srmy ;  and  if  possible  the  officers'  horses  and  cattle  are  to  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the 
usual  rates. 

**  6th.  All  officers  to  retain  their  carriages,  batt-horses  and  other  catde,  and  no  baggage 
to  be  molested  or  searched ;  Lieutenantgeneral  Buigoyne  giving  his  honor  that  there  ars 
BO  public  stores  secreted  therein.  Miyor^eneral  Gates  wHl  of  course  take  the  necswaiy 
measures  for  the  due  performance  of  this  article.  Should  any  carriages  be  wanted  dnriog 
the  march,  for  the  transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  they  are,  if  possible,  to  be  supplied  fey 
the  country  at  the  usual  rates. 

**  7th.  Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  shall  remain  in  quarters  in  Masss 
chusetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  not  as  far  as  circumstances  will  sdmit  to  be  separatad  from 
their  men.    The  officers  are  to  be  quartered  according  to  rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered 
from  assembling  their  men  for  roll^sall  and  other  necessary  purpoeea  of  regularity. 

**  8th.  All  corps  whatever  of  General  Buigoyne's  army,  whether  composed  of  aailon, 
batteauxmen,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  companies,  and  followera  of  the  army,  of 
whatever  country,  shall  be  included  in  the  fullest  sense  and  utmost  extent  in  the  abofe  ar- 
ticles, and  comprehended  in  every  respect  ss  British  subjects. 

"  9th.  All  Canadians,  and  persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  establisfament,  f  nnsisii^ 
of  sailors,  batteauxmen,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  compadies,  and  many  other  follow* 
eis  of  the  army,  who  come  under  no  particular  description,  are  to  be  permitted  to  letma 
there ;  they  are  to  be  conducted  immediately  by  the  shortest  route  to  &e  fiist  British  past 
on  Lake  Ge<»ge,  are  to  be  supplied  with  provisions  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  troepi^ 
and  are  to  be  bound  by  the  same  condition  of  not  serving  during  the  prssom  ronisif  m 
North  America. 

**  lOdi.  Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  officers  not  excMding  the  rank  d 
captains,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  Lieutenant.genera]  Buigoyne,  to  carry  doapaacfaM  It 
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flbWiiBim  Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carietotf,  and  to  Great  Britain,  liy  the  way  of  New  Yoik;  and 
MiQer^mieral  Oatea  engages  the  public  &ith,  4hat  these  deapatchea  ahall  not  be  opened. 
Theae  offioen  are  to  aet  oat  immediatelj  after  receiving  their  deapatchea,  and  are  to  travel 
te  ahorteat  nmte,  and  in  the  moat  ezpeditiona  manner. 

**  lltb.  During  the  stay  of  the  troops  in  Massachnsetta  Bay,  the  officers  are  to  be  ad- 
■ittled  on  parole,  and  are  to  be  allowed  to  wear  their  side-arms. 

**  19.  Should  the  army  under  Lieutenant^nerel  Burgoyne  find  it  neceasary  to  send  for 
tiMir  clothing  and  other  baggage  to  Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  m  the  moat 
convenient  manner,  and  the  neceaaary  passports  granted  for  that  purpoee. 

**  13.  These  articles  are  to  be  mutually  aigned  and  exchanged  to-morrow  morning,  at  9 
o^dock,  and  the  troops  under  Lieutenant-genml  Bnrgojme  are  to  march  out  of  their  entrench, 
■lenta  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

(Signed)  **  Hoeatio  Gatb,  Major-general. 
"  Saratoga,  Oct  16th,  1777.  (Signed)  "  J.  BuBooTl^^  Lieutenantgeneral. 

^  To  prsvent  any  doubts  that  might  arise  from  Lieutenantigeneral  Burgoyne*a  name  noC 
being  mentioned  in  the  above  treaty,  Mtyor-general  Gatea  hereby  declares,  that  he  ia  nn* 
deisttMKi  to  be  comprehended  in  it,  as  fully  as  if  his  name  had  been  specifically  mentioned. 

'^HosATio  GAns.** 

**  The  braas  artillery  captured  fix>m  Buigojme  at  varioua  timea  during  the  campaign« 
araoimted  to  49  pieces,  constituting  one  of  die  most  elegant  traina  ever  brought  into  the 
§ald ;  5,000  stand  of  anna,  6,000  dozen  of  cartridgea ;  and  a  number  of  ammunition  wagonat 
fravelling  foigea,  ahot,  carcaaaes,  ahells,  &c,  also  fell  into  the  handa  of  the  Americana. 
Hie  whole  number  of  troopa  surrendered  by  the  convention  amounted  to  5,763,  which 
added  to  the  number  killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  in  the  aeveral  actions  previous  to  the 
17th  October,  amounting  to  near  5,0(M),  makea  Buigoyne'a  total  loaa  of  upwards  of  ts» 


**0n  the  morning  of  the  17th  the  troopa  of  Burgoyne  were  marched  out  of  their  camp  to 
the  plain  near  the  river,  where  &eir  arma  were  depoaited ;  and  the  victorioua  Americana 
took  poaaeaaion  of  their  Unea.** 

>0  The  annexed  cut  is  a  copy 

/^  of  the  signature  of  General 

j^yAfy/y  ^  A^T^yL.       '     Burgoyne,  attached    to   the 
•^  ^  t^^  lyti^k/J^  articles    of   the    convention 

//   //  now    in   possession    of  the 

-      ^    ^        ^        New   York    Historical    So- 
ciety. 


General  Wilkinson's  account  of  the  interview  between  Gates  and 
Burgoyne  on  the  field  of  surrender  is  interesting. 

**  EkAj  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  I  viaited  General  Buigoyne  in  hia  camp,  and  accom. 
panied  Um  to  the  groond,  where  hk  army  waa  to  lay  down  their  arma,  from  whence  we 
lode  to  the  bank  of  die  Hudson  river,  which  he  aurveyed  with  atteatioii,  and  aaked  me 
whether  it  was  not  foidable.  « Certainly,  air;  but  do  yon  obeerve  the  people  on  the  oppo. 
aite  shore  f*  « Tee,*  replied  he,  *  I  have  aeen  them  too  long.'  He  then  propoeed  to  be  in. 
troduoed  to  General  Gatea,  and  we  croased  the  Fishkill,  and  proceeded  to  head^^uarters. 
General  Bntfoyne  in  fiont,  with  hk  a^intant-general  Kmgatoo,  and  hia  aida.de.camp  Cap. 
tain  Lord  Peteiaham,  and  Lieutenant  Wilford  behind  him;  tiwn  IbUowed  Miuor.general 
Phitipe,  the  Baron  Reideael,  and  the  other  general  officers,  and  their  auitea,  according  to 
nak.  General  Gatea,  adviaed  of  Bnrgo]me*a  approach,  met  him  at  the  head  of  his  camp, 
Burgoyne  in  a  rich  royal  uniform,  and  Gates  in  a  plain  blue  fifock ;  when  they  had  ap- 
proached  neariy  within  aword*s  length,  they  reined  up,  and  halted.  I  then  named  the  gen- 
lienien,  and  General  Burgoyne,  raising  hia  hat  moat  grecefiUly,  aaid  *  The  fortune  of  war. 
General  Gatea,  haa  made  me  your  priaoner ;'  to  which  the  conqueror,  returning  a  courtly 
aaloie,  pronpti^  replied,  'I  shall  alwaya  be  ready  to  bear  teatimony,  that  it  haa  not  been 
tlumigh  any  &ult  of  your  excellency.*  Major-general  Phillipa  then  advanced,  and  he  and 
Oeneial  Gatea  aahited,  and  shook  handa  widi  the  iluniliarity  of  old  aoquaintancea.  The 
Bfenn  RsMaeal,  aad  dM  otiiar  oAeen,  wei«  jhtrodieed  in  tiwir  tarn.** 

m 
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"  Ot«.  Puur  ScBVTUa  wwliB 
u  AOmtr  in  1711.  ot  u  n^ 
■Dd  rapaciabla  faailj.  Wk« 
quiu  joana  ha  boouna  a  n^ 
bet  oTtlM  Naw  Tork  lefi^Wi, 
■nd  wu  amiiieiil  for  hia  kilA 


To  h 
Goiemor    Clinlon    il  wM 


he  colnntes.    Wbea  the  reToludoa  a 

or-geatnl,  and  waa  directnl  lo  prae 

e  che  lakes,  and  oiaks  pre 


ne-iimiU  ^  PUUf  Setnybr'j  •ifnabtrt. 
eUeflv  owing  thai  iha  province  made  an  earl;  an 
auiei  which  tenDinaled  in  (he  independence  of 
manced,  he  »u  appuinled,  June  19,  1TT5,  a  mi 
immediately  from  New  York  tuTiconderogn,!! 

for  ealehn^  Canada.  Being  taken  aick  in  September,  the  command  devolred  upon  X 
gamery.  On  hia  recovery,  he  devoted  himself  lealoualy  to  tba  maaagemenl  of  ibe  al 
in  the  nonhcm  depiu-imenie.  He  gave  much  oiienlion  to  the  aupeiinlaDdence  of  the  In 
eaoeema.  On  the  approach  of  Burgoyne,  in  ITTT,  he  made  everT  eiertioa  lo  obunei 
p(agreaa;but  tbaeTacuationofTicandemga  by  St.  Clair,  occaai 
in  regard  to  Schuyler,  in  New  England,  he  waa  aupeneded  by  Gen.  Galea  in  A 
an  inquiry  wua  di[ei:red  by  congresa  id  be  made  into  hia  conduct.  He  w 
diongh  not  in  the  regular  aervice,  veiy  uaeful  to  hia  countiy  in  the  militaiy  tt 
New  Yorii.    He  waa  a  member  of  the  old  congren ;  and  when  tfaa  p 

of  the  Uniled  Statea  commenced  ita  operation  ..  

nitiotu]  lc«ialature.  He  waa  choaen  a  aecond  time  in  179T,  to  llu  aune  ataAao.  : 
aenata  of  New  Yorh,  be  contributed  probably  more  than  any  olbar  man  to  dw  eoderf 
hwa  adopted  by  the  aiate.  He  died  at  hia  aeat  near  Albany,  Not.  IS,  1804,  in  tlu  M 
year  of  hia  age.  He  poaaeaaed  great  atrength  of  mind  and  pnriiy  oTinlanlion.  In  thi  ei»- 
(nrance  of  plana  of  public  utility,  he  was  wiae  and  circumapecl,  and  in  tlieir  •■"^•irmi 
aniaiprising  and  peraevering.  lo  hia  deportment  he  was  dignified  and  conctBO 
■  plaaaani  aitd  inatnietive  eatnpanion,  and  in  all  (he  futictioM  of  private  Ufa  n 
amplary." — Encytbftdia  A 


View  ttt  the  village  of  Saratoga  Springa, 

Sakatoga  Sprinos  was  taken  from  Saratoga  Id  1619.  Pop.  2,834. 
The  village  of  Saratoga  Rprinps  is  181  milcB  from  New  Yort,  36) 
from  Albany,  and  Uj  I'roni  Hiillsttjn  Spa.  It  is  located  in  a  fertilfl 
country,  and  contains  fi  churches,  several  literary  inilitutions,  ni 
about  2,000  inhabitants.     The  above  engraving  was  taken  firtn 
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Dear  the  circular  railway,  and  exhibits  the  principal  portion  of  the 
▼illage,  with  a  view  of  the  eJegaot  Grecian  colonnade  erected  over  the 
Congress  spring,  seen  near  the  centre  of  the  picture.  This  place  de- 
rives its  attractions  from  its  medicinal  springs.  These  are  situated 
on  the  margin  of  a  vale,  bordering  the  village  on  the  east,  and  are 
the  continuation  of  a  chain  of  springs  discovering  themselves  about 
IS  miles  to  the  south,  in  the  town  of  Ballston.  The  springs  in  this 
Ticinitjr  are  18  or  20  in  number,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  Con- 
n«8Bt  the  Iodine  or  Walton,  Putnam's,  Congress,  the  Monroe,  the 
Hamilton,  the  Flat  Rock,  the  High  Rock,  the  Columbian,  and  the 
Washington.  A  new  spring  has  lately  been  discovered,  whose 
waters  are  gaining  high  favor  with  the  public,  and  are  said  to  be 
beneficial  in  consumption.  The  hotels  in  this  place  arc  numerous, 
■od  some  of  them  truly  elegant,  built  in  good  taste,  with  spacious 
piazzas,  and  yards  ornamented  with  shrubbery.  The  facility  with 
which  it  is  visited,  by  railroads  from  Albany  and  Troy,  with  other 
thoroughfares,  together  with  the  numerous  attractions  of  the  place, 
hu  rendered  Saratoga  the  summer  resort  of  thousands  from  all  parti, 
of  our  wide-spread  country. 


WeMtem  view  of  the  batik-ground,  StUhcaler. 

Stillwatbb  was  organized  in  1788.  It  is  centrally  situated 
from  Albany  S3  miles.  The  general  surface  is  level,  and  the  river 
hilla  of  A  moderate  height  Pop.  2,733.  The  village  of  Mecbanica- 
Tille  ia  Htoated  on  a  section  of  land  between  Hudson  river  and  the 
canaL  It  consitti  of  about  50  or  60  dwellings,  partly  in  this,  and 
jartly  ia  the  town  of  Half  Moon,  2  or  more  churches,  several  mills 
and  ractories  on  Anthony's  kill,  which  forms  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  town.  Stillwater  is  a  small  village  on  the  canal,  about  4  miles 
above  fiSechanicaville.  This  town  is  distinguished  in  history  as  being 
ditt  battlfr^Tound  of  the  armies  of  Geiu.  GatesandBurgoynein  1777. 

The  above  shows  the  appearance  of  the  battle-ground  on  Free- 
man's &mi,  as  seen  from  near  the  front  of  Mr.  J.  Walker's  house,  2^ 
milea  from  FattiMm'a  Uvetn,  and  about  8  miles  from  Hudson  river. 
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Freeman's  house  stood  a  few  feet  south  of  the  southenunoat  buihfaig 
seen  in  the  engraving ;  the  line  of  trees  or  woods  seen  behind  the 
buildings  is  the  spot  where  Burgoyne  formed  his  line  on  the  brov 
of  the  elevated  plain  previous  to  the  battle  of  Sept  19th;  Willanfi 
mountain  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  is  seen  in  the  distanoa 
About  15  rods  south  from  Mr.  Walker's  house,  in  what  then  was 
called  a  meadow,  is  the  spot  where  Gen.  Frazer  was  mortally 
wounded ;  it  is  a  little  west  of  a  road  running  N.  and  S.  which  htf 
since  been  made  near  this  place.  About  60  rods  in  a  SW.  directiia 
was  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  on  the  7th  of  October.  Near  the  piaoe 
where  Frazer  fell,  a  hole  or  grave  was  dug,  into  which  the  bodies  of 
40  soldiers  were  thrown,  after  being  stripped  of  their  clothing  by 
the  women  of  the  camp.  Maj.  Ackland  was  wounded  a  little  east 
« of  the  present  road.  The  following  account  of  the  battles  is  drauB 
from  various  sources. 

^  The  armf  urriyed  at  Stillwater  on  the  9th  of  September,  fiillj  deteimiiied  to  free  At 
foe,  and  if  neceaaarjr  puiaue  him  into  his  own  confines.  This  wai  at  fint  aoppoaed  la  kt 
an  eligible  position  for  throwing  up  a  line  of  intrenchmenti,  and  a  large  party  under  As 
engineer  Koeciusko  were  aecordinglV  set  to  work  for  that  purpose.  Bnt  upon  a  monai^ 
row  inspection  of  the  grounds,  the  general  determined  to  change  his  positioii,  and  eseipf 
Bemus's  heights,  which  were  taken  possession  of  and  fortified  on  the  13th.  BnigoTBS  at 
this  time  lay  opposite  to  Saratoga,  occupying  old  Fort  Miller  and  Battenkill ;  but  ^Au  wns 
his  farther  intentions.  Gen.  Gates  had  no  means  of  judging.  In  this  sitnatioQ  the  depatf 
a4jutant.general.  Col.  James  Wilkinson,  yolunteered  to  head  a  select  reccNmoitrii^  psf9, 
and  obtain  if  possible  the  desired  information.  He  left  the  camp  with  170  men,  under  com 
of  a  dark  night,  and  arrived  by  daylight  at  Davocote,  about  two  niilea  from  Saratoga.  Here 
he  posted  the  greater  part  of  his  men  in  a  wood  near  the  road,  and  |»oceed«d  himself  te 
the  heights  of  fish  creek ;  from  which  position  he  discoyered  a  column  of  the  enemy  diawa 
up  under  arms,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  within.  900  yards  of  him,  and  anoAer 
column  under  march,  descending  the  heights  below  BattenkilL  Being  aatiafied  §nm  ihsH 
circumstances  that  G^n.  Buigoyne  was  adyancing.  Col.  Wilkinson  letumed  to  eaap  wlk 
his  party,  bringing  with  him  three  prisoners,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence. 

**  On  the  15th,  Gren.  Burgo]me  having  crossed  the  river  some  dajrs  before,  had  adfaand 
as  far  as  Davocote,  where  he  halted  34  hours  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  bridges  wd 
roads  in  his  advance,  for  the  more  convenient  march  of  his  army.  On  the  18th,  Gea.  Ar. 
Bold  was  sent  out  with  1,500  men,  to  harass  and  impede  him,  but  returned  without  ucan- 
plishing  any  thing ;  Burg03me  continuing  his  march  until  he  had  arrived  -within  9  milet  of 
Gen.  Gates's  camp.  Here  he  encamped  in  a  line  extending  from  the  rirer  to  a  range  ^ 
hills  600  yards  distant,  and  upon  which  were  posted  the  e&e  of  his  army.  The  pootioB 
occupied  by  Gen.  Gates,  as  described  by  an  eye-wimess,  and  one  who  knew  it  well,  ms 
as  follows : — *  His  right  occupied  the  brow  of  the  hill  near  the  river,  with  whieh  it  was  coa. 
nected  by  a  dfiep  intrenchment ;  his  camp  in  the  form  of  a  segment  of  a  great  ciids,  As 
eonvex  towards  the  enemy,  extended  rather  obliquely  to  his  rear,  about  thi— fomthi  sf  t 
mile  to  a  knoll  occupied  by  his  left ;  his  fix>nt  was  covered  from  the  right  to  the  kfr  of  hit 
centre,  by  a  sharp  ravine  running  parallel  with  his  line,  and  closely  woodc»d ;  fron  dMset 
to  the  knoll  at  his  extreme  left,  Sie  ground  was  level  and  had  been  partiaUy  eleved,  tarn 
of  the  trees  being  felled,  and  others  girdled ;  beyond  which,  in  front  of  his  left  iaak,  sid 
extending  to  the  enemy's  right,  there  were  several  small  fields  in  very  imperfect  cultivaiifla, 
the  suiiace  broken  and  obstructed  with  stumps  and  fallen  timber,  and  the  whole  bouoM 
on  the  west  by  a  steep  eminence.  The  extremities  of  this  camp  were  defended  by  siriHi 
batteries,  and  the  interval  was  strengthened  by  a  breastwork  without  mlrenflimnnli,  eai- 
structed  of  the  bodies  of  felled  trees,  logs  and  rails,  with  an  additional  battery  at  an  spr- 
ing left  of  the  centre.  The  right  was  ahnost  impractic^le ;  the  left  difficult  of  ai^roack'  * 
— JIteii's  Bet. 

While  in  this  position,  the  battle  of  the  19th  Sept  took  place;  Ae 
following  account  of  which  is  from  Gen.  Wilkinson's  Menioirs. 

^  This  battle  was  perfectly  accidental ;  neither  of  the  generals  meditated  an  attack  tf 
the  time,  and  but  for  Lisat  Col.  Colbnni'*  report,  it  woald  not  bvue  ttJaa  pbea;  1» 
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^lyy'i  mofwmmal  hmng  mmtHj  to  take  groond  on  the  heii^ta  in  firont  of  the  greet  nvioe, 
to  give  hie  eeveral  corpe  their  proper  pieces  in  line,  to  embrace  our  front  and  cover  hii 
toMMpoft,  atoree,  proviaionB,  and  tMggage,  in  the  rear  of  his  left ;  and  on  our  aide,  the  de. 
faoee  of  our  eamp  being  not  half  eompleted,  and  reinforcements  daily  arriving,  it  was  not 
Qtmm  Gatee's  policy  to  court  an  action.  The  misconception  of  the  adverM  chieft  put  them 
OB  the  defensive,  and  confined  them  to  the  ground  they  casually  occupied  at  the  beginning 
of  the  action,  and  prevented  a  single  mancsuvre,  during  one  of  the  longest,  warmest,  anS 
obstinate  batties  fought  in  America. 
**  The  theatre  of  action  was  such,  that  although  the  combatants  changed  ground  a  dozen 
in  the  coune  of  the  day,  the  contest  terminated  on  the  spot  where  it  began.  The 
BriliBh  line  was  formed  on  an  eminence  in  a  thin  pine  wood,  having  before  it  Fkeeman's 
bnn,  an  oblong  field,  stretching  from  its  centre  towaixls  its  right,  the  ground  in  front  sloping 
fMit^  down  to  the  veige  of  tlus  field,  which  was  bordered  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  doee 
wood.  The  sanguinary  scene  lay  in  the  cleared  ground,  between  Uie  eminence  occupied 
by  die  enemy,  and  the  wood  just  described.  The  fire  of  our  marksmen  from  this  wood 
too  deadly  to  be  withstood  by  the  enemy  in  line,  and  when  they  gave  way  and  broke, 
men,  rushing  from  their  covert,  pursued  them  to  the  eminence,  where,  having  their 
protected,  they  rallied,  and,  charging  in  turn,  drove  us  back  into  the  wood,  fitmi 
whence  a  dreadful  fire  would  again  force  them  to  fall  back ;  and  in  this  manner  did  the 
battle  fluctuate,  Uke  the  waves  of  a  stormy  sea,  with  alternate  advantage  for  four  hours, 
wilhout  one  moment's  intemussion.  The  British  artillery  fell  into  our  possession  at  every 
ibaige,  hot  we  could  neither  turn  the  piecee  upon  the  enemy,  nor  bring  them  off;  the 
wood  prevented  the  last,  and  the  want  of  a  match  the  first,  as  the  linstock  urea  invariably 
eanied  ofi^  and  the  rapidity  of  the  transitions  did  not  allow  us  time  to  provide  one.  The 
riaqgfater  of  this  brigade  of  artillerists  ma  remarkable,  the  captain  and  36  men  being  killed 
m  wounded  out  of  48.  It  was  truly  a  gallant  conflict,  in  which  deadi  by  fruniliarity  loat 
Im  tenon,  and  certainly  a  drawn  battle,  as  night  alone  terminated  it ;  the  British  army 
httping  its  ground  in  rear  of  the  field  of  action,  and  our  corps,  when  they  could  no  longer 
iHwiimiiish  otgects,  retiring  to  their  own  camp.** 

From  the  period  this  battle  was  fought,  (Sept  19th,)  to  October 
7th,  the  time  was  spent  by  Gen.  Burgoyne  in  strengthening  his  posi- 
tion, and  by  (ren.  Gates  in  collecting  reinforcements.  Gen.  Bur- 
Eyne  is  said  to  have  planned  an  attack  on  the  20th  and  21st  of 
ptember,  but  fortunately  it  was  delayed  until  the  Americans  were 
in  the  best  situation  to  oppose  him.  Attacks  on  the  British  piquets 
took  place  almost  every  evening,  and  they  were  continually  harassed. 
The  lollowing  is  Gen.  Wilkinson's  account  of  the  battle  of  Oct  7th. 

**  On  the  afternoon  of  October  7th,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  centre  beat  to  arms ;  the 
llaiin  was  repeated  throughout  the  line,  and  the  troops  repaired  to  their  alarm  posts.  I  was 
tf  headquarters  when  this  happened,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  general,  mounted  my 
hone  to  inquire  the  cause ;  but  on  reaching  the  guard  where  the  beat  commenced,  I  could 
AiMn  no  other  eatisfaction,  but  that  some  peison  had  reported  the  enemy  to  be  advancing 
■iiiist  oar  left.  I  proceeded,  over  open  ground,  and  ascending  a  gentle  acclivity  in  front 
if  the  goaid;  I  perceived,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  line  of  our  encampment,  aeveral  ctA- 
■m  of  the  enemy,  60  or  70  rods  from  me,  entering  a  wheat  field  which  had  not  been  cut, 
mA  was  separated  frtnn  me  by  a  small  rivulet ;  and  without  my  glass  I  could  distinctly 
Hik  their  erreiy  movement  After  entering  the  field  they  displayed,  formed  the  line,  and 
HI  down  in  dovble  ranks  with  their  arms  between  their  legs.  Forsgeis  then  proceeded  to 
Ht  Ihe  wheat  or  standing  straw,  and  I  soon  after  observed  several  officers  mounted  on  the 
IM  of  a  cabin,  from  whence  with  their  glasses  they  were  endeavoring  to  reconnoitre  our 
M^  vrfneh  was  eonoealed  fixmi  their  view  by  intervening  woods. 

"Having  aatiBfied  myself^  after  fifteen  minutee  attentive  observation,  that  no  attack  was 
— Hlsfnd,  I  retnraed  and  reported  to  the  general,  who  asked  me  what  appeared  to  be  the 
iMnUions  of  die  enemy.  '  They  are  foraging,  and  endeavoring  to  reconnoitre  your  left ; 
■d  I  dunkv  «r,  they  ofier  you  battle.'  *  What  is  the  nature  of  the  gronnd,  and  what  your 
mjmoa  V  *  Their  front  is  open,  and  their  flanks  rest  on  the  woods,  under  cover  of  which 
^WKf  be  sttacked ;  their  right  is  skuted  by  a  lofty  height  I  would  indulge  them.* 
'Well,  tfaeo*  order  on  Moigan  to  begin  the  game.'  I  waited  on  the  colonel,  whose  corps 
wm  fetmed  in  fi^nt  of  our  centre,  and  delivered  the  order ;  he  knew  the  ground  and  in. 
tlw  iMT"****"  of  the  enemy ;  they  were  formed  across  a  newly  cultivated  field,  their 
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granadien  with  Myenl  field-pMcet  on  the  left,  boideriof  w  %  wood  tad  a  hmH  mtai 
formed  by  the  rivulet  before  elluded  to ;  their  light  in&ntry  on  the  light,  eotwed  by  a  w«eb 
fence  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  before  mentioned,  thickly  corered  with  wood ;  th«r  enfet 
eompoaed  of  Britiih  and  Oerman  battalions.  Col.  Moigan,  with  hia  lonal  ngacity,  fn> 
posed  to  make  a  circuit  with  his  corps  by  our  left,  and  under  cover  of  the  wood  to  gain  As 
height  on  the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  from  thence  commence  the  attack,  so  soon  as  am 
file  should  be  opened  against  Uieir  left ;  the  plan  was  the  best  which  could  be  doviaed,  aiii 
no  doubt  contributed  essentially  to  the  prompt  and  decisiTe  victory  we  gained. 

**  This  proposition  wss  approved  by  the  general,  and  it  was  concerted  that  time  ahonldhs 
allowed  the  colonel  to  make  the  proposed  circuit,  and  gain  his  station  on  the  enemy^  right 
before  the  attack  should  be  made  on  their  left ;  Poor's  brigade  was  oidered  for  tUs  serviet, 
and  the  attack  was  commenced  in  due  season  on  the  flank  and  front  of  the  Britiah  gw 
diers,  by  the  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  troops.  True  to  his  purpoee,  Moigaa  at  iftsi 
critical  moment  poured  down  like  a  torrent  from  the  hill,  and  attacked  the  right  of  ths  cs. 
emy  in  front  and  flank.  Dearborn,  at  the  moment  when  the  enemy's  light  in&nlry  wen 
attempting  to  change  front,  pressed  forward  with  ardor,  and  delivered  a  close  fire ;  then 
leaped  the  fence,  shouted,  charged,  and  gallantly  forced  them  to  retire  in  iliaorder;  yet, 
headed  by  that  intrepid  soldier,  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  they  were  immediately  rallied,  and 
re.formed  behind  a  fence  in  rear  of  their  first  position ;  but  being  now  attacked  widi  grsat 
audacity,  in  front  and  flanks,  by  superior  numbers,  resistance  became  vain,  and  the  whals 
line,  commanded  by  Burgoyne  in  person,  gave  way,  and  made  a  precipitate  and  diaoidsifr 
retreat  to  his  camp,  leaving  two  twelve  and  six  six  pounders  on  the  field,  with  the  less  « 
more  than  400  officers  and  men,  killed,  wounded  and  captured,  and  among  them  the  flow- 
er of  his  officers — viz,  brigadier-general  Frazer ;  Major  AcUand,  commanding  the  greoadisis ; 
Sir  Francis  Clsrk,  hk  first  aid^ccamp ;  Migor  Williams,  commanding  officer  of  dhs  aniL 
lery;  Captain  Mooney,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  and  many  o&ra.  After  dehnr- 
ing  the  order  to  General  Poor,  and  directing  him  to  the  point  of  attack,  I  waa  perampcaal|f 
commanded  to  repair  to  the  rear,  and  order  up  Ten  Bn>eck*s  regiment  of  New  York  nK- 
tia,  3000  strong.  I  performed  this  service,  and  regained  the  field  of  battle  at  the  BOnsit 
the  enemy  had  tum^  their  backs— 53  minutes  after  the  first  shot  waa  fired.  The  gtmai 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  British  grenadiers,  presented  a  scene  of  conipIieBled  hot 
ror  and  exultation.  In  the  square  space  of  twelve  or  fifteen  yarda  lay  eighteen  grenadiai 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  three  officers  propped  up  against  stumps  of  trees,  two  of  tfasa 
mortally  wounded,  bleeding  and  almost  speechless.  What  a  qiectacle  for  ooe  whoas  b^ 
aom  glowed  with  philanthropy ;  and  how  vehement  the  impulse  which  excitea  men  «f  is^ 
aibihty  to  seek  such  scenes  of  barbarism !  I  found  the  courageous  Colonel  Cilley  ajoa^ 
die  on  a  brass  twelve  pounder,  and  exulting  in  the  capture ;  whilst  a  aui)geon,  a  man  if 
great  worth,  who  waa  dressing  one  of  the  officers,  raising  his  blood-beameared  hands  ia  ibi 
phrenzy  of  patriotism,  exclaimed,  *  Wilkinson,  I  have  dipped  my  handa  in  British  bloo^' 
He  received  a  sharp  rebuke  for  his  brutality  ;  and  with  the  troops  I  pursued  the  hard  pre» 
ed  flying  enemy,  passing  over  killed  and  wounded,  until  I  heard  one  exclaim,  *  Protect  me, 
air,  against  this  boy.*  Turning  my  eyes,  it  was  my  fortune  to  arrest  the  purpose  of  a  lad 
thirteen  or  fourteen  yeare  old,  in  the  act  of  taking  aim  at  the  wounded  officer,  who  lay  ia 
the  angle  of  a  worm  fence.  Inquiring  his  rank,  he  answered,  *  I  had  the  honor  to  cssk 
mand  the  grenadiers.*  Of  course,  I  knew  him  to  be  Msjor  Ackland,  who  had  been  bromk 
from  the  field  to  this  place,  on  the  back  of  Captain  Shrimpton,  of  hia  own  corpa,  under  a 
heavy  fire,  and  was  here  deposited,  to  save  the  lives  of  both.  I  dinnounted,g|took  hia  by 
the  hand,  and  expressed  my  hopes  that  he  waa  not  badly  wounded.  *  Not  badly,*  repiiid 
tins  gallant  officer  and  accomplished  gentleman,  *  but  very  inconveniently.  I  am  shot 
through  both  legs.  Will  you,  sir,  have  the  goodness  to  have  me  conveyed  to  your  camp?* 
I  directed  my  servant  to  alight,  and  we  lifted  Ackland  into  hia  seat,  and  ordered  him  lo  hs 
conducted  to  head-quarten.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  renewed  action,  which  cfl^ 
braced  Buigoyne*s  right  flank  defence,  and  extending  to  hia  left,  crossed  a  hollow  coversd 
with  wood,  about  40  rods,  to  the  intrenchment  of  the  light  infantry.  The  rosr  of  canaai 
and  small.arms,  at  this  junctive,  was  sublime,  between  the  enemy,  behind  their  worka,  ud 
our  troops  entirely  exposed,  or  partially  sheltered  by  trees,  stumps,  or  hollowa,  at  variov 
distances,  not  exceeding  130  yards.  This  right  flank  defence  of  the  enemy,  occupied  by 
the  Grerman  corps  of  Breyman,  consisted  of  a  breastwork  of  raik  piled  horizootally  b^ 
tween  perpendicular  picketa,  driven  into  the  earth,  em  fotenu  to  the  rest  of  hia  fiaa,  an! 
sxtended  about  350  yards  across  an  open  field,  and  waa  covered  on  the  right  by  a  hixMf 
of  two  guns.  The  interval  finm  the  lefr  to  the  Britiah  light  infantry,  waa  committed  to  ihii 
defence  of  the  provincialists,  who  occupied  a  couple  of  log  cabina.  The  Gennaas  w«t 
encamped  immediately  behind  the  rail  breastwork,  and  the  ground  in  fiont  of  it  darfiaed, 
in  s  vary  gentle  slope,  for  about  190  yards,  when  it  sunk  ahnipt^.    Onr  troops  hsdfonMd 
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a  Km  under  this  daclmty,  uid  wmnd  breMt  hifl^,  wen  wamily  engeged  with  the  Gar. 
imiii.  From  thie  pontion,  about  suneet,  I  perceived  Brigadier-genenl  Leemed  adTancing 
towiida  the  enemy  with  hit  brigade,  in  open  colnnin,  I  think  with  Col.  M.  Jackson'a  regi. 
ment  in  front,  as  I  ssw  Lieutenanucolonei  Brooiu,  who  commanded  it,  near  the  genersl 
when  I  rode  up  to  him.  On  saluting  this  brave  old  soldier,  he  inquired,  *  Where  can  I  pmi 
im  with  most  advantage  V  I  had  particularly  examined  the  ground  between  the  leA  uf  the 
Germans  and  the  light  in&ntry,  occupied  by  the  provincialists,  from  whence  I  had  observed 
it  slack  fire.  I  therefore  recommended  to  General  Learned  to  incline  to  his  right,  and  at. 
tack  at  that  point.  He  did  so,  with  great  gallantry ;  tlie  provincialists  abandoned  their  po. 
sition  snd  fled.  The  German  flank  was,  by  this  means,  left  uncovered.  They  were  as- 
■aulted  vigorously,  overturned  in  five  minutes,  and  retreated  in  disorder,  leaving  their  gal. 
lant  commander,  Lieutenant.colonel  Breyman,  dead  on  the  field.  By  dislodging  this  corps, 
die  whole  British  encampment  was  laid  open  to  us ;  but  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night, 
the  fiuigue  of  the  men,  and  disorder  incident  to  undisciplined  troops,  after  so  desultory  an 
aetion,  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  improve  the  advantage  ;  and  in  the  comie  of  the  night, 
Cieneral  Burgoyne  broke  up  his  camp,  and  retired  to  Iub  original  position,  which  he  had  for. 
lified,  behind  the  great  ravine.** 

The  following  is  from  Allen's  American  Revolution : — 

**  The  British  lost  in  this  action  upwards  of  400  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  amoof 
whom  were  several  of  their  most  distinguished  officers.  Brig8dier.general  Fraxer,  and 
Iieatenant«oIonel  Breyman,  who  commanded  the  Germans,  were  both  mortally  wounded. 
M^or  Ackland,  Sir  Francis  Clark,  first  aid.de.camp,  Mi^or  Williams,  who  commanded  the 
artillery,  and  the  deputy  quarter.master.gcneral.  Captain  Money,  were  among  the  prisoners. 
Lieatenant«olonel  Brooks,  of  General  Liearned's  brigade,  who  commanded  Jackson's  regi- 
ment  on  this  day,  led  his  men  into  action  with  great  spirit  sgainst  the  German  grenadiers, 
who  were  posted  behind  a  rail  breastwork — the  stockades  were  csrried  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  the  Germans  forced  to  retreat.  They  were  followed  to  their  encampment, 
and  again  forced  to  fly,  leaving  their  whole  equipage  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Ameri. 
cane.  The  Brunswickers  showed  great  cowaroice  in  the  sction,  having  fled  before  a  man 
of  them  was  killed  or  wounded.  Besides  their  killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  the  British 
loat  eight  brass  field-pieces,  a  number  of  carts  and  tents,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
baggage.  Buigojme  himself  narrowly  escaped  death,  one  shot  having  passed  through  his 
hat,  and  another  through  his  waistcoat.  He  was  on  the  field  during  the  whole  of  the  ae- 
tion,  directing  every  movement;  but  neither  gallantry  nor  skill  could  efieet  any  thing 
agaioBt  such  a  superiority  of  force.  General  Gates  remained  in  camp  during  the  whole  ae. 
tion,  that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  order  and  regulate  the  various  movements,  aa 
cudonsiancea  should  require. 

**  The  loss  of  the  Americans  did  not  exceed  eighty  men,  killed  and  wounded.  General 
Arnold  was  among  the  latter;  who,  though  he  had  not  been  reinstated  in  his  command 
aince  the  dispute  with  General  Gates,  before  mentioned,  rode  about  the  field  giving  orders 
in  every  direction,  sometimes  in  direct  contradiction  to  those  of  the  commsnder,  at  others 
laading  a  platoon  in  person,  and  exposing  himself  to  the  hottest  fire  of  the  enemy.  There 
aaems  to  be  little  doubt,  from  the  conduct  of  Arnold  during  the  action,  that  he  was  in  a 
aiata  of  intoxication.  The  mortifying  simation  in  which  he  found  himself  at  its  commence. 
manty  without  command  or  authority,  sufiiciently  accounts  for  any  extravagance  in  a  spirit 
lika  Us.  Attme  time  he  dashed  through  two  opposing  lines,  exposing  himself  to  the  fire 
of  both  ades,  but  miraculously  escaped  unhurt :  at  another  time,  placing  himself  at  the 
bead  of  a  amall  platoon  of  Morgan's  riflemen,  he  led  them  around  into  the  rear  of  the  on. 
amy,  at  the  moment  they  turned  to  retreat,  under  the  hottest  fire  of  the  Americans.  In 
tbia  situation,  his  horse  was  killed  under  him,  and  his  leg  was  broken.  It  would  be  doing 
iqjoatice  to  General  Arnold,  traitor  as  he  afterward  proved,  to  deny  that  he  deserved  some 
credit  on  ibis  day ;  but  though  he  was  brave  almost  beyond  parallel,  he  was  rash,  impetu. 
oos  and  headstrong,  and  when  it  is  considered,  that  these  faults  of  his  natural  temper  were 
aggravated  and  h«gfatened  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  situation,  it  will  not  per- 
liapp  be  wrong  to  say,  that  he  could  not  have  rendered  any  very  essential  services  to  the 
American  annj,  in  tlUa  important  contest. 

*  On  tba  night  of  the  battle,  Greneral  Burgoyne  deemed  it  prudent  to  change  his  poei. 
tkm ;  for  the  Americans  hsd  followed  them  to  within  half  a  mile  of  their  encampment,  and 
cantlnaad  to  cannooade  them  without  ceasing.  He  determined  therefore  to  abandon 
oflBp  and  move  to  the  hi^  grounds,  which  he  effected  in  good  order  and  without  1 
Ofei  ma  mtoniBf  of  the  8th  the  American  army  moved  forward  and  took  possession  of 
ahambmad  camp,  fion  wbidb  ibqr  kept  np  a  landom  fire  of  artilleiy  and  smalUnna  d v- 
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■UMk,  ind  indkaling  bf  ihair  moTimenta  that  tbe7  inlmided  a     

oocMoiul  iiiLnntfiei  of  d»  daf,  Geocn]  Uncotn  «■■  shot  in  ibe  lef  bj  K 


Souse  in  lohich  General  fVazer  died,  St^aater. 


The  annexed  is  a  northeastern  view  of  the  house  on  the  bank  of 
the  Hudson  in  Stillwater,  in  which  General  Frazer  died.*  Hn 
house  was  originally  one  story  in  height,  and  formerly  stood  aboBt 
86  rods  westward  of  its  present  situation,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  north 
of  the  canal  bridge  seen  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  It  haa  since  »■ 
ceived  an  addition  at  both  ends ;  the  general  expired  near  the  fint 
window  to  the  right  of  the  door.  Beyond  the  bridge  in  the  distance  ii 
aeen  an  elevation  about  100  feet  in  height.  This  spot  is  rendered  in- 
teresting on  account  of  its  being  the  burial  place  of  General  Fraier. 
The  gravef  was  between  the  two  pine  trees  seen  on  the  summit.  Du- 
ring trie  last  battle,  the  Americans  had  afew  cannon  on  the  rising  ground 
above  the  eastern  shore,  from  which  shots  were  fired.  This  house 
appears  to  have  been  for  a  time  the  head-quarters  of  Btirgoyne. 
Several  ladies  of  distinction  were  also  inmates  at  the  time  when  the 
British  troops  were  here,  being  the  wives  of  some  of  the  principal 
officers.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  the  letters  of  the 
Baroness  Reidesel,  originally  published  in  Germany : — 

"  Bui  aevere  criala  awaited  ub,  and  on  the  7th  of  Ociobci,  our  roiBTonnnca  brgan.  I  "as 
at  braakfasl  with  my  huiband.  and  heard  thai  aometKing  waa  inleodEd.  On  tha  naw  dai 
I  Bxpecled  Generala  Burgnyne,  Fhillipi.  and  Fraicr  to  dina  with  di.  I  aaw  a  gnat  movr- 
HMDt  anHHIg  Ihe  troupe  ;  my  hiuband  told  me,  it  wai  mereJy  ■  raconnniaaance,  which  gan 
me  no  concern,  aa  it  of[en  happened.  I  walked  out  of  the  houae  and  mal  aevrial  lodiiBi 
ID  Iheii  war  dienea,  with  guna  in  theii  hand*.     When  1  aikad  them  wbere  they  w«e  go- 

'The  following  are  the  drcumstancea  of  hia  death:  In  the  midat  of  the  aangniniry 
battle  of  Oct.  Tth,  Colonel  Morgan  took  a  few  of  hia  choice  riflemen  aaide  and  aaid,  **  litt 
gallanl  officer  ia  General  Fraicr ;  /  admirr  and  rttpeet  hint,  tkf  it  it  nt  1 1  aaii  f  that  Ir 
tkmld  iit ;  take  your  ataliona  in  thai  wood,  and  do  your  duly."  Within  ■  lew  awmasB 
Gen.  Fitaur  fell  mortally  wounded.  He  waa  nip»ned  by  twn  oScera,  dU  b*  ntebad  tm 
Mm;  ha  aaid  he  a«w  tbamin  whoahai  him,  that  ha  waa  ■  riflemw)  poated  in  k  tna. 

t  IBi  ramaim  war*  lakan  np  aome  yean  nnce,  and  cooreyed  to 


■ABATOOA  OOUlfTT. 

h§,  they  ciied  ont,  *  War !  War  !*  (meaning  they  were  going  to  battle.)  Thia  filled  me 
with  apprehenrnm,  and  I  acaroely  got  home  before  I  heard  reporta  of  cannon  and  musketiy, 
which  grew  loader  by  degreea,  till  at  last  the  noise  became  ezceanve.  About  four  o'clock 
in  the  afbemoon,  instead  of  the  guests  whom  I  expected,  Greneral  Fraier  was  brought  on  a 
litter  mortally  wounded.  The  table,  which  was  already  set,  waa  instantly  removed  and  a 
bed  placed  in  its  stead  for  the  wounded  general.  I  aat  trembling  in  a  comer ;  the  notBe 
grew  louder,  and  the  alarm  increased ;  the  thought  that  my  huaband  might  perhaps  be 
broQgfat  in,  wounded  in  the  same  way,  was  terrible  to  me,  and  distreased  me  excMdingiy. 
Genenl  Fraier  said  to  the  smgeon,  *  Till  me  if  my  W9umd it  martmli  4$  mtJlMUar  me: 
The  bdl  had  passed  through  his  body,  and  unhappinr  for  the  general,  ha  had  eaten  a  very 
hearty  bnakfoat,  by  which  the  stomach  was  distended,  and  the  ball,  as  the  anigeon  said, 
had  i^iMBd  thioqgh  it.  I  heard  him  oAen  ezdaim  with  a  wh, '  Oh,  fotal  ambition !  Poor 
OmmiI  BoifQyne !  (%,  my  poor  wife  !*  He  waa  asked  if  he  had  any  reqneat  to  make,  to 
wIMba  maed,  that  *  If  General  Bogoyne  would  pennit  it,  he  should  like  to  ba  buried 
at  pfr  flfdoak  in  the  eraning  on  the  top  cf  a  mountain,  in  a  redoubt  whieh  had  been  built 
Ihriifti*  I  did  not  know  wluch  way  to  turn,  all  the  other  rooms  were  foil  of  met.  To. 
wadi  afaning  I  aaw  my  huaband  coming;  then  I  foigot  all  my  sorrows,  and  thanked  God 
that  ha  warn  nand  to  me.  He  ate  in  oreat  haate  with  ma  and  hb  aid.de>camp  belnnd  the 
hooae.  Wa  had  been  t«4d  that  we  had  the  admntage  of  the  enemy,  but  tha  aorrowful  fa. 
caa  I  beheld  toM  a  difierent  tale,  and  before  my  huaband  went  away,  he  took  me  one  side, 
aad  aaid  every  thing  was  going  yery  bad,  that  I  muat  keep  myaelf  in  readineaa  to  leave  the 
phee,  but  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one.  I  made  the  pretence  that  I  would  move  the  next 
morning  into  my  new  house,  and  had  every  thing  packed  up  ready. 

**  Lady  H.  Ackland  had  a  tent  not  for  itom  our  house ;  in  this  she  slept,  and  the  rest  of 
d»  day  ahe  waa  in  the  camp.  All  of  a  audden,  a  man  came  to  tell  her  that  her  huaband 
waa  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoner ;  on  hearing  thia  she  became  very  miseraUe ; 
wa  comforted  her  by  telling  her  that  the  wound  waa  only  alight,  and  at  the  aame  time  ad- 
nred  bar  to  go  over  to  her  huaband,  to  do  which  ahe  would  certainly  obtain  permaaion, 
aad  then  ahe  could  attend  him  herself;  she  wss  a  charming  woman,  anid  very  fond  of  him. 
I  apent  much  of  the  night  in  comforting  her,  and  then  went  again  to  my  children,  whom  I 
md  put  to  bed.  I  could  not  go  to  sleep,  as  I  had  Greneral  Fruer  and  all  the  other  wound- 
•d  gentlemen  in  my  room,  and  I  was  sadly  afiaid  my  children  woidd  awake,  and  by  their 
oying  diaturb  the  dying  man  in  his  last  momenta,  who  often  addreared  me,  and  apologised 
*fir  tke  tromhle  he  gave  me:  About  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  waa  told  he  could  not  hold 
aat  much  longer ;  I  had  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  near  approach  of  this  sad  crisis,  and 
I  then  vrrapped  up  my  children  in  their  clothes,  and  went  with  them  into  the  room  below. 
About  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  ke  died.  After  he  was  laid  out  and  his  corpse  wnpped  up 
ia  a  aheet,  we  came  again  into  the  room,  and  had  this  sorrowful  sight  before  us  the  whole 
day ;  and  to  add  to  this  melancholy  acene,  almost  every  moment  some  officer  of  my  ac 
^aaintanee  wss  brought  in  wounded.  The  cannonade  commenced  again ;  a  retreat  was 
spoken  €€,  but  not  the  smallest  motion  was  made  towards  it.  About  4  o'clock  in  the  after. 
■oon  I  aaw  the  house  which  had  just  been  built  for  me  in  flames,  and  the  enemy  was  now 
■ot  for  ott.  We  knew  that  General  Buigoyne  would  not  refuse  the  last  requeet  of  General 
FkaKT,  though  by  his  acceding  to  it,  an  unnecessary  delay  was  occasioned,  by  which  the 
JBconvenience  of  the  army  was  much  increased.  At  6  o'clock  the  corpee  waa  brought  out, 
and  we  aaw  all  the  generals  attend  it  to  the  mountain ;  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Brundell,  per. 
fonned  the  foneral  service,  rendered  unusually  solemn  and  awftd,  from  its  being  accom. 
pained  by  constant  peals  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Many  cannon  baUa  flew  close  by  me ; 
hot  I  had  my  eyes  directed  towards  the  mountain,  where  my  huiband  was  standing  amid 
fht  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  of  course,  I  could  not  think  of  my  own  danger.  General  Gates 
iftaiwaid  aaid,  that  if  he  had  known  it  had  been  a  funeral,  he  would  not  have  permitted  it 
Is  be  fired  on."  Lady  Harriet  Ackland  went  to  the  American  camp  after  the  action,  to  take 
ci  her  husband,  before  the  surrender,  and  the  Baroneas  Reidesel  afterward.  They 
both  received  with  the  greatest  kindneaa  and  delicacy. 


Watebford  was  taken  from  Half  Moon  in  1816.  The  village  of 
Waterford,  containinj^  a  population  of  about  1,600,  is  pleasantly  situ- 
9Xed  at  the  junction  of  the  Mohawk  with  the  Hudson,  10  miles  north  of 
Albany.  The  annexed  view  was  Aken  on  the  road  to  Cahoos  Falls* 
■bout  a  mile  west  of  the  village.  There  are  here  4  churches — viz, 
1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist*  1  Episcopal,  and  1  Dutch  Reformed — 
an  academyi  and  a  banL    It  is  favorably  located  for  trade,  being  on 
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Western  view  of  Wataford.* 

the  lines  of  the  Champlain  canal  and  Rensselaer  and  Sarato^  nil 
road.  It  also  derives  considerable  importance  from  the  navigatiaK 
of  small  vessels  on  the  Hadson.  There  is  an  outlet  here  from  (hs 
canal  bv  three  locks,  each  1 1  feet,  to  the  Mohawk  river.  The  agii- 
cultural  and  manufactured  products  exported  irom  the  village  at 
nually,  amount  to  about  a  million  of  dollars.  The  water-power  und 
in  the  large  manufacturing  establishments  at  this  place  is  derivnl 
from  the  Mohawk.    Pop.  1,834. 

Wilton  was  taken  from  Northumberland  in  1818.  Pop.  1,4S9. 
Fortville,  19  miles  NW.  from  Ballston  Spa,  and  Wilton  15,  are  nniH 
settlements. 


SCHpNECTADY  COUNTY. 

ScHENECTADV  couNTV  was  taken  from  Albany  In  1809;  centrsllT 
distant  from  New  York  163,  from  Albany  18  miles.  Greatest  lengtk 
35,  greatest  breadth  20  miles.  The  surface  is  much  diversified  by 
hills,  plains,  and  valleys.  The  soil  along  the  Mohawk  and  other 
streams  is  generally  rich  alluvion ;  on  the  hills,  light  sandy  loam, 
sometimes  fertile ;  and  on  the  plains,  clay  and  clayey  loam,  and  sand, 
sometimes  barren.  Wherever  practicable  the  countiy  is  generally 
well  cultivated,  chiefly  by  descendants  of  the  primitive  Dutch  settlers 
among  whom  are  many  wealthy  fanners.  The  Mohawk  river  nmi 
SE.  through  the  county.  The^^cboharie  kill,  on  the  W.,  affords 
abundance  of  mill  power.     The  Mohawk  and  Hudson,  the  Rensse- 
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laer  and  Saratoga,  and  the  Utica  and  Schenectady  railroads,  and 
Erie  canal,  cross  this  county.  The  county  is  divided  into  five  towns 
and  the  city  of  Schenectady.    Pop.  17,233. 

DuANESBUBG  was  taken  from  Schenectady  in  1801.  Pop.  3,338. 
Duanesburg  is  a  small  village,  12  miles  SW.  firom  Schenectady.  Ea- 
ton's Comers,  Mariahville,  and  Quakers  Street,  are  post-offices. 

Glenville  originally  formed  the  fourth  ward  of  Schenectady, 
from  which  it  was  taken  April  14, 1820.  Pop.  3,068.  It  derives  its 
name  from  the  Glen  familv,  who  were  early  and  lar^  proprieters. 
It  is  centrally  distant  5  miles  from  Schenectady.  Glenville  Church 
viliage,  9  miles  from  the  city,  contains  a  Dutch  Keformed  church  and 
6  or  8  dwellings.  Scotia  village  lies  on  Sander^s  lake,  about  half  a 
mile  from  Schenectady :  it  contains  a  Dutch  Reformed  church  and 
about  30  dwellings. 

Scotia,  the  indent  name  of  Scotland,  was  the  name  given  by  its  firat  settler.  This  tract 
commences  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  city,  and  extends  westerly 
mlong  the  north  side  of  the  Mohawk  about  two  miles.  The  first  patent  conveying  it  was 
grmnted  Nov.  3,  1665,  by  Governor  Richard  Nichols  to  Sanders  Lendertse  Glen,  (Anglice, 
Alexander  Lindsay  Glen.)  Mr.  Glen  was  an  immediate  descendant  of  the  Earl  of  Craw, 
ford  and  Lindsay,  whose  family  had  been  on  the  peerage  roll  since  1399.  Mr.  Glen  took 
to  wife  Catharine  McDonald,  the  daughter  of  a  Highland  chieftain.  He  left  Scotland  in 
Ae  year  1645,  to  avoid  persecution  in  consequence  of  the  stand  he  bad  taken  in  rdference 
to  certain  religious  disputes  which  then  agitated  the  country.  He  sided  with  the  unfortn. 
nate  Charles  the  Furst,  who  vainly  strove  to  introduce  the  En^lith  liturgy  into  Scotland. 
Mr.  Glen  first  emigrated  into  Holland,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pumiits  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  finally  came  to  New  York  in  company  with  a  number  of  Dutch  families.  Here, 
•nd  in  Albany  and  Schenectady,  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years.  Some  time  previous  to 
1690,  he  moved  to  Scotia. 

The  country  seat  of  Mr.  Glen  is  still  owned  by  his  descendants,  the  Sanders  fomily. 
Although  it  bears  the  advanced  ago  of  123  years,  it  bids  fair  to  outlive  many  of  the  flimsy 
structures  which  characterize  the  American  architecture  of  the  present  century.  The  iron 
figures  showing  the  date  of  its  erection,  (1713,)  are  still  to  be  seen.  During  the  FVenck 
wars  it  was  rendered  defensible.  At  the  foot  of  a  small  hillock,  a  few  yards  east  of  the 
mansion,  tradition  points  to  a  spot  where  the  Mohawks  occasionally  performed  their  sac- 
rifices. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  1748,  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  a  farmer  named 
Daniel  Toll,  residing  at  Maulwyck,  now  Glenville,  went  in  company  with  a  favorite  colored 
servant  in  search  of  some  stray  horses,  at  Boekendal,  three  miles  from  Schenectady.  They 
0oon  heard,  as  they  supposed,  the  trampling  of  horses,  but  on  a  nearer  approach  the  sounds 
they  mistook  for  that  of  horses'  boofis  on  the  clayey  ground  proceeded  from  quoits  widi 
which  some  Indians  were  playing.  Mr.  Toll  discovered  his  error  too  late,  and  fell  pierced 
with  the  bullets  of  the  savages.  His  servant  escaped  into  Schenectady,  and  conveyed  the 
news  of  the  death  of  his  master  and  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  In  less  than  an  hour 
•bout  60  young  men,  the  very  elite  of  the  city,  were  on  their  march  as  volunteers  to  tho 
•oene  of  action.  Such  was  their  leal  that  they  would  pot  wait  until  the  authorities  had 
caUed  out  the  militia,  which  they  proposed  to  do  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day.  Among  the 
muBber,  wis  a  youth  about  twelve  yeara  of  age,  named  Abraham  Swits,  whom  they  could 
not  prevail  upon  without  difiicalty  to  return  home.  Without  discipline  or  experience,  and 
without  a  leader,  they  hastened  to  the  Indian  camp.  Those  in  advance  of  the  main  body 
wore  attracted  by  a  singular  sight  They  saw  a  man  resembling  Mr.  ToU,  sitting  near  a 
teee,  in  an  adjoining  field,  and  a  crow  flying  up  and  down  before  him.  On  coming  nearer 
thay  discovered  it  to  be  the  corpse  of  Mr.  Toll,  with  a  crow  attached  to  it  by  a  string. 
TUb  piroved  to  be  a  stratagem  of  the  Indians  to  decoy  their  adversaries.  The  young  men 
too  rsttdily  ML  into  the  snare,  and  were  in  a  few  moments  surronnded  by  the  Indians  who 
iMid  been  laying  in  ambiMh.    Their  terrible  war-cry  was  shoated, 

**  And  rapid,  rapid  whoopa,  came  o'er  the  plain.'* 

Thm  miiirisadf  many  vrere  killed,  and  several  taken  prisoneia  ere  they  could  make  good 
tMrntoaai.    Hitif  bowsfar  meceadad  ia  rsachiag  tha  dwelKag  of  a  Mr.  Be  GiiH  in  tha 
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neighboriiood,  which  had  bean  dMerted  for  some  time.  While  retremtiqg,  diejr  eontmeed 
firing  upon  the  enemy.  On  reaching  the  hoiue,  they  bolted  the  doore,  and  ascended  to  the 
second  story.  Here  they  tore  off  all  the  boards  near  the  ea?es,  and  through  the  openiof 
thus  made,  succeeded  in  firing  upon  the  savages  with  sueoesi  and  keepinig  them  at  bay. 
In  the  mean  time,  one  <^  the  prisoners,  Derick  Vorst,  who  had  beea  left  in  the  chaige  of 
two  young  Indians,  effected  his  escape. 

The  two  youngsteis  were  anxious  to  see  the  fight,  and  secured  their  prisoner  (as  they 
thought)  by  t3ring  him  to  a  tree ;  and  then  leaving  him  alone,  he  efieded  his  escape  by 
cutting  the  cord  with  his  penknife.  On  the  approach  of  the  mihtia  under  Geo.  Jacob  Glen, 
the  party  were  relieved  fi'om  their  perilous  situation  and  the  enemy  retreated  into  Canada. 

The  corpses  of  the  killed,  thirty.two  in  number,  were  brought  into  Scheaectady  on  the 
evening  of  the  massacre,  and  deposited  in  the  large  bam  of  Abraham  Mabee,  being  the 
identical  one  now  on  the  premises  of  John  Walton,  Esq.,  in  church-street.  The  relative! 
of  the  deceased  repaired  thither  to  claim  their  departed  kindred^  and  ramove  them  far 
interment. 

"  Touched  by  the  melting  scene,  no  teariess  eye  was  there; 
All  eyes  were  veil*d,  as  pass'd  each  much  loved  dinwd, 
While  woman's  softer  soul  in  wo  dissolved  aloud.*** 

Neskayuna  is  derived  from  the  Indian  term,  Con-net-^-^-ne,  sig- 
nifying ** a  field  covered  with  corn"  This  is  a  small  town,  and  wai 
taken  from  Watervliet  in  1809.  Pop.  08L  Its  distance  from  Albany 
is  12,  and  from  Schenectady  6  miles.  This  name  was  formerly 
borne  by  an  extensive  tract  on  both  sides  of  the  Mohawk,  granted 
partly  by  the  Nestiogine  and  partly  by  the  Connestiogine  patents, 
whicn  embraced  portions  of  Clinton  Park,  Half  Moon,  Watervliet, 
and  the  1st  ward  of  Schenectady.  Near  the  Mohawk  is  the  village 
church  and  a  few  d^vellings.  The  Ballston  turnpike  crosses  the  Mo' 
hawk  at  Alexander's  bridge,  4  miles  below  Schenectady,  where  are 
some  falls,  a  low  rolling  dam  across  the  river,  and  several  mills. 
The  Erie  canal  is  carried  over  the  Mohawk  here  by  an  aqueduct 
748  feet  long,  2.5  feet  above  the  stream,  and  falls  immediately  after 
by  3  locks  21  feet 

The  following  are  the  names  which  tradition  has  preserved  of  a  few  of  the  chiefii  of  tht 
Connestig^iune  band,  who  inhabited  this  section  of  countiy.  Son^vfarri^k-wok^o^ttc^  sig- 
nifying in  English,  the  great  fault-fiuder,  or  grumbler.  K0mnM.da  rwtJL^^vHt — a  grett 
eater.  Ro.ya.ner — a  chief.  AM.sa.re.go — big.knife.  A.roim4m^g^ita — big-tree.  Oftbcae, 
the  first  made  the  greatest  objections  to  aliening  their  landa  to  the  whites ;  and  in  every 
deed  was  careful  to  have  a  covenant  inserted,  by  which  the  right  of  hunting  and  fishiof 
was  preserved  to  them.  It  was  a  common  saying  of  his,  that  *'  after  the  whiles  have 
taken  possession  of  our  lands,  they  will  make  KauUtore  (Uterallv  *  spoon  food*  or  soup)  of 
our  bodies."  Yet  he  was  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  the  wtutes,  and  waa  never  back, 
ward  in  extending  to  them  his  powerful  influence  and  penooal  aid,  during  their  expeditioni 
against  the  Canadians  during  the  French  war.  He  took  great  delist  in  instructing  tbs 
boys  of  the  settlers  in  the  arts  of  war.  He  was  constantly  complaining  that  the  govern, 
ment  did  not  prosecute  the  war  against  the  French  with  wfficient  vigor.  7*be  wittenagv. 
mote  or  council  fire  of  the  Connestigiune  band  waa  held  about  a  mile  south  of  the  village. 

Neskayuna  was  visited  in  1687  by  a  spy  from  the  Adirondacka,  the  allies* of  the  French. 
Hunger  drove  him  to  the  house  of  a  Dutchman,  by  the  name  of  Van  Brakkle,  where  he  de. 
voured  an  enormous  quantity  of  the  food  set  before  him,  which  happened  to  be  pork  aiKi  prst. 
Although  his  movements  had  been  marked  with  more  than  usual  caution,  the  eagle^ye  d 
**  the  Grumbler**  detected  him.  He  waylaid  him  on  leaving  the  house  of  his  enieriaiaer, 
and  after  a  short  conflict  made  him  bite  the  dust.  Having  separated  the  head  of  the  corpse 
from  the  body,  he  repaired  to  the  house  of  Van  Brakkle,  and  threw  the  head  into  the  wuw 
dow,  exclaiming  to  the  owner,  "  Behold  the  head  of  your  Pta^eaUr!* 


*  For  the  history  of  this  town,  Neskayuna,  and  other  interesting  matter  relating  to  tiiit 
region,  we  are  indebted  to  a  series  of  historical  sketchea  written  and  pubUahed  a  few  yean 
aince  in  the  Schenectady  Reflector,  by  Gilea  F.  Yates,  Esq.,  who  wm  at  the  time  its  sditsr. 
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The  fint  white  setUat  in  this  town  were  the  fiunilies  of  the  Chitee,  Vedden,  Van  Vnn. 
keae,  Gioote,  Tymeeens,  Petroee,  and  CUee  Jensen  Van  Buckhoven,  who  afterward 
moved  to  Sefaenectady.  Traditioo  says  this  Tillage  was  settled  simnltaneoosly  with  Sche. 
■ectady,  in  1640.  From  an  old  document  it  appears  that  Hannon  Vedder  obtained  a  patent 
Ibr  some  land  here  in  1664. 

PftiNGSTOWN,  taken  from  Schenectady  in  1798;  from  Albany  20 
miles.  Pop.  1,184.  Netterville  is  a  small  village,  7  miles  S  W.  of 
Schenectaay. 

RoTTERDAif ,  formerly  the  3d  ward  of  Schenectady ;  taken  frt>m  the 
city  in  1820.  Pop.  2,274.  The  Erie  canal  by  three  locks  passes  the 
fiats.  Rotterdam  is  a  small  manufacturing  village,  4  miles  W.  frt>m 
Schenectady. 

Schenectady  crrv  was  incorporated  in  1798.  Its  name,  pronounced 
by  the  Indians  Schagh-nac-taa-da^  signifying  **  beyond  the  pine  plains,^ 
was  originally  applied  to  Albany.  The  compact  part  ofthe  city  was 
in  olden  time  tlie  site  of  an  Indian  village  called  Con-nugh'harie' 
gugh^harie^  literally,  ^  a  great  multitude  collected  together  J*  It  is  said 
that  it  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  Mohawks,  even  before  the  con- 
federacy of  the  Iroquois,  or  Five  Nations.  It  was  abandoned  by 
them  at  a  very  early  period  in  the  colonial  history.  Some  time  pre- 
vious to  1620,  it  is  stated  that  15  or  20  persons,  12  of  whom  were 
direct  from  Holland,  and  the  rest  from  Albany,  settled  here  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the,  fur  trade.  It  appears  from  the  Dutch 
records  that  the  first  grant  of  lands  was  made  in  1661,  to  Arent  Van 
Corlaer  and  others,  on  condition  that  they  purchased  the  soil  from 
the  Indians.  The  deed  was  obtained  in  1672,  and  signed  by  four 
Mohawk  chiefs. 

The  compact  part  of  Schenectady  is  on  the  SE.  side  of  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  15^  miles  from  Albany,  and  15  SW.  of  Ballston  springs. 
The  plat  is  laid  out  on  20  streets  crossing  each  other,  running  about 
one  mile  in  one  direction  and  half  a  mile  in  another,  eight  of  which 
are  diagonally  intersected  by  the  Erie  canal.  The  city,  which  in 
some  parts  retains  much  of  its  ancient  appearance,  contains  the  county 
buildings,  1  Episcopal,  1  Dutch  Reformed,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist* 
I  Cameronian,  1  Methodist,  1  Universalist,  and  1  Catholic  church, 
the  Union  College,  Schenectady  Lyceum,  an  academy,  3  banks, 
ftc,  &c.  Pop.  6,688.  The  railroad  from  Albany  to  this  place  ex- 
tends across  a  sandy  plain  covered  with  pines  and  shrubbery;  it 
enters  Schenectady  by  an  inclined  plane  which  descends  108  feet  in 
half  a  mile.  The  Saratoga  and  Schenectady  railroad  {Misses  through 
the  city,  crosses  the  Mohawk  river  on  a  substantial  bridge  between 
8  and  900  feet  lone,  and  extends  in  a  northerly  direction  over  a 
heavy  embankment  for  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  a  deep  cut,  where 
the  Utica  railroad  diverges  to  the  west,  and  the  Saratoga  to  the 
MMTtbeast 

Union  College,  in  this  city,  was  incorporated  b;^  the  regents  in 
1794,  and  has  reached  its  present  flourishmg  condition  from  a  small 
b^imune.  In  1785,  a  small  academy  was  erected  by  the  consistory 
of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church,  which  after  the  establishment  of 


Union  College  Buildings,  Schenectady. 

Uuioa  College,  was  presented  to  its  trustees,  and  used  as  a  _ 
school.  Liberal  donations  from  individuals,  amounting  to  u] 
of  SSO.OOO,  raised  a  suite  of  edifices  in  the  heart  of  the  citVi  the  [siit- 
cipal  one  of  which  was  aflerward  used  as  a  courthouse,  but  having 
been  repurchased  by  the  institution,  is  now  devoted  to  collegiate  ob- 

(ects.  In  1814,  the  trustees  purchased  a  site  on  the  rising  ground  ova- 
ooiiing  the  Mohawk  valley,  a  little  E.  of  the  compact  part  of  the  citj. 
Two  cdrfices  have  been  erected  at  this  place,  each  200  feet  long^ 
about  40  wide,  4  stories  high,  standing  in  a  tine  600  feet  apart;  i 
colonnade  extending  in  the  rear  from  each  building156  feet  in  lengtb 
by  about  30  feet  in  width,  and  2  stories  high.  The  otber  cowg* 
buildings  are  two  boarding  halls,  farm-house,  hospital  house,  for  a 
professor,  a  number  of  tenements  for  servants,  &c.  The  college  hu 
6  professors  and  4  assistant  professors,  and  in  its  several  librarief 
about  13,000  volumes.  The  total  value  of  the  college  property  ii 
upwards  of  $448,000.     There  are  here  about  300  students. 

The  SnL  clBrgymBii  of  Ihe  Dutch  church  who  leltled  >t  Scheneettitr  warn  Ptinu  Tarn- 
ekemaktr,  from  Hollund,  who  awunicd  [he  pi^Ionl  chsige  in  16B4.  Tba  foal  edika  br 
public  worahip  WIS  erected  il  [he  south  end  of  Church.ilree[,neu  lbs  head  of  WanTJ0N( 
be[ween  Ihs  yssn  1684  and  1698.  Previoui  (D  [hia  dme  meeting*  for  woiridp  wM«  pM- 
bablf  held  in  private  bauHca.  In  1T33,  a  mora  CDmintidiDUi  edifies  waa  enKtad  w  Iba  <^ 
tre  of  [he  aacei  where  Union  and  Church  sTiaela  cnw  eai:h  other.  This  dmrch  wm  m? 
limilar  in  its  appeanince  to  the  one  now  s[uiding  in  Caughnawaga,  in  tlie  bum  of  H*- 
hawk.     [Ses  page  381.] 

"  Before  lbs  seltlemeDl  of  Mi.  TaMchemaker,  the 
worehip  in  Albany ;  a  joumsy  to  which  place,  going 

diya.  The  road  to  Albany  must  have  been  very  circuitous,  aa  all  tbe  racanM  ol  ttat  MT, 
when  alluding  [o  Scheneciady,  speak  ofil  as  being  aitnated  'haenlyMitM  waMof  AAmT' 

>' In  February,  1690,  when  Schenectady  wai  buml  by  lbs  FraiK^  ud  Indiaia,  Mr.  Ti» 
chemakcr  disappeared  very  mystenoutly.  In  1703,  (he  Rev.  Thocnta  Browar,  ■In  &«■ 
Holland,  received  a  call,  and  served  UDIit  hu  death  in  1738.  Tbe  Rav.  BalBudM  fw 
man  and  Rhynhard  Erkson  served  next  in  order )  but  bow  kng  i*  not  kmnrm.  la  ITM 
we  Gad  the  nimeof  Cornelius  Van  Santvoord,  who  oama  from  Stalen  Uaod,iateMaM 
eleigjmun.  Two  ysan  after  hia  dacene,  vii.,  in  175i,  tbe  Rav.  BataOlTfiMaMB,** 
live  of  Schenectady,  accepted  a  call  and  nuniatared  untU  his  daeaaae  in  1789.  Ht.  TM* 
nun  received  hia  education  in  Holland  ;  a*  wu  tbs  caae  with  all  tbe  Dotdi  clnyMMlf 
that  early  daf,  before  theological  seminiriee  were  eaBblialied  in  thii  cdodIij.  Mr.  ^» 
man  was  nicceedad  by  the  Rev.  Derick  Romeyn,  from  BaekaoaMk  nnd  fli  liallaiilMilt 
New  Jereaf.    Mr.  Romejm  died  in  1604,  and  was  auceeadBd  by  the  R«v.  Joha  U.  Ujmt, 
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Pdtt,  New  Janejr.  Mr.  Myen  died  in  1806.  Hii  miccenor  was  the  Rev.  Comelini 
who  died  in  1813,  and  wu  Micceeded  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Vechteo. 
**  The  fi|«no|Ml  ehnrch  at  Schenectady  was  founded  by  Mr.  John  W.  Brown,  who  emi- 
iMtd  fRNn  England  pievious  to  ll&L  About  this  time  measures  were  taken  to  erect  a 
ihapd.  The  phndpiU  benefactors  were  Sir  William  Johnson  and  John  Duncan,  Esq. 
heiiodi  to  the  revolution  this  church  owned  a  valuable  libraiy,  which,  together  with  the  or. 
|U  uad  m  gnater  part  of  the  interior  work  of  the  building,  was  destroyed  by  a  gang  of  lawless 
vhite  freeboocen  and  some  Indians.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  these  (reebootera  were  whigs, 
pti^iidioea  against  EIngland  were  so  great  as  to  extend  to  every  thing  English.  That 
called  the  Englitk  church,  and  was  supposed  to  be  under  the  English  in. 
a  sufficient  justification  iu  their  own  view  for  ilB  destruction.  A  project 
MM!  €n  feoi  to  plunder  Mr.  Doty  the  pastor;  but  fortunately  the  projectoTB  were  not  ac 
with  his  penoo  or  place  of  abode,  and  as  nobody  would  inform  them,  he  escaped. 
Rev.  William  Andrews  was  probably  the  first  pastor  of  this  church.  He  ¥ras  sue 
in  1773  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doty,  who  left  this  place  about  the  year  1777,  in  the  heat 
tf  iSbm  revohitionary  contest.  From  this  time  there  was  no  settled  minister  imtil  1791, 
ekeo  the  Rev.  Ammi  Robbins  took  the  pastoral  charge  and  continued  until  1798.  After 
Urn  came  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitmore,  whose  ministration  ended  in  1804.  The  Rev.  Cynm 
Slabbiiia  was  the  next  pastor ;  and  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Pierre  A.  Proal  in  1818.** 

The  war  during  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary,  in  England,  com- 
Mmly  called  **King  William* s  War,"*  commenced  in  1690  and  con- 
Imued  about  7  years.  In  the  depth  of  winter,  Count  Frontenac, 
IDvemor  of  Canada,  fitted  out  tliree  expeditions  against  the  colonies 
—one  against  New  York,  a  second  against  New  Ilampshire,  and  a 
tUrd  against  the  province  of  Maine.  The  following,  relating  to  the 
ieitruction  of  Schenectady,  is  extracted  from  the  account  given  in 
Ifr.  Drake's  *"  Book  of  the  Indians." 

■■  After  twOi«nd.twenty  days'  march,  the  enemy  fell  in  with  Schenectady,  Febroary  8, 
There  were  about  300  French,  and  perhops  50  Caughnewaga  Mohawks,  and  they 
intended  to  have  surprised  Albany ;  but  their  march  had  been  so  long  and  tedious, 
by  the  deepness  of  the  snow  and  coldness  of  the  weather,  that,  instead  of  at. 
any  thing  ofTenHive,  they  had  nearly  decided  to  surrender  themselves  to  the  first 
they  should  meet,  such  was  their  distressed  situation,  in  a  camp  of  snow,  but  a  few 
from  the  devoted  settlement.  The  Indians,  however,  saved  them  from  the  disgrace. 
IWf  had  sent  out  a  small  scout  from  their  party,  who  entered  Schenectady  without  even 
rff*i«g  suspicion  oi  their  errand.  When  they  had  staid  as  long  as  the  nature  of  their 
^■ueas  required,  they  withdrew  to  their  fellows. 

**  Seeing  that  Schenectady  offered  such  an  easy  prey,  it  put  new  courage  into  the  French, 
mi  fhtf  came  upon  it  as  above  related.  The  bloody  tragedy  commenced  between  11  and 
Ul  ifdock,  on  Saturday  night ;  and,  that  every  house  might  be  surprised  at  nearly  the  same 
tmt^  the  enemy  divided  themselves  into  parties  of  6  or  7  men  each.  Although  the  town 
m  coipnled,  no  one  thought  it  necessary  to  close  the  gates,  even  at  night,  preenming  the 
■stity  of  the  aeason  was  a  sufficient  security ;  hence  the  first  news  of  the  approach  of  the 
mtmf  w«s  at  every  door  of  every  house,  which  doors  were  broken  as  soon  as  the  profound 
innbeie  of  those  they  were  intended  to  guard.  The  same  inhuman  barbarities  now  foU 
that  were  afterward  perpetiated  upon  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Montreal.  *  No 
/  aaid  Col.  Schuyler,  *  can  express  (he  cruelties  that  were  committed.'  Sixty-three 
and  the  church,  were  immediately  in  a  blaze,  ^ncienle  women,  in  their  expiring 
■aw  their  in&nts  cast  into  the  flames,  being  first  delivered  by  the  knife  of  the  mid. 
!    Sixty.three  persons  were  put  to  death,  and  twenty.seven  were  carried  into 


**  ▲  KW  paisons  fled  towards  Albany,  with  no  other  covering  but  their  night.clothes ;  the 
af  whose  eondition  was  greatly  enhanced  by  a  great  fidl  of  snow ;  25  of  whom  lost 
from  the  severity  of  the  frost    With  these  poor  fiigitives  came  the  intelligence 
',  and  that  pbee  was  in  a  dismal  confusion,  having,  as  usual  upon  such  occasions, 
ihm  eneniy  to  have  been  seven  times  more  numerous  than  they  really  were, 
die  next  day,  the  enemy  set  off  from  Schenectady,  taking  all  the  plunder  they 
caif7  with  them,  among  which  were  40  of  the  best  horses.    The  rest,  with  all  the 
odwr  domeaiic  animals,  lay  slaughtered  in  the  streets. 
*Otaa«flhamoitcaMiderahUmen  of  Schenectady,  at  this  time,  was  Capt  Alexander 
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GItii.  He  fired  on  the  oppoeite  side  of  die  rnrer,  and  wm  enffeied  to  eeeapa,  WenM  ht 
had  delivered  many  F^nch  prieonera  from  torture  and  aiavery,  who  had  beaa  taken  hf  At 
Indiani  in  die  former  wart.  They  had  paaaed  hia  house  in  the  night,  and,  dari^f  the  mv. 
eacre,  he  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  in  the  morning  he  was  foond  ready  to  defend  UbmH 
Before  leaving  the  village,  a  FVench  officer  summoned  him  to  a  council,  opoo  the  ahon  el 
the  river,  with  the  tender  of  personal  safety.  He  at  length  adventured  down,  and  bad  the 
great  aatisfrction  of  having  all  his  captured  friends  and  relatives  deUvered  to  him ;  and  the 
enemy  departed,  keeping  good  their  promise  that  no  injury  should  be  done  him." 

Among  those  who  msde  a  successful  defence  and  kept  the  foe  at  bay,  was  Adas 
Vrooman.  Being  well  supplied  with  ammunition,  and  trusting  to  the  strengdi  of  Ua  boil^ 
ing,  which  was  a  sort  of  a  fort,  he  fonned  the  desperate  resolution  to  defend  himaelf  lo  lbs 
last  extremity ;  and  if  it  should  prove  his  fate  to  perish  in  the  ruins  of  hia  own  domkil,  is 
sell  his  own  life  and  that  of  his  children  as  dear  as  possible.  Seconded  in  his  efibns  by 
one  of  his  sons,  who  assisted  in  loading  his  guns,  he  kept  up  a  rapid  and  continaoos  ire 
upon  his  assailants,  and  with  the  meet  deadly  effect.  His  house  was  aoon  filled  wdb 
smoke.  His  wife,  nearly  suffocated  with  it,  cautiously,  yet  imprudendy,  plaeed  the  dssr 
^jar.  This  an  alert  Indian  perceived,  and  firing  through  the  aperture,  killed  her.  la  As 
mean  time,  one  of  his  daughters  escaped  from  the  back  hall  door  with  his  infent  ehiM  ia 
her  arms.  They  snatched  the  little  innocent  from  her  arms,  and  daahed  oot  ita  biaias;  sad 
in  the  confusion  of  the  scene  the  girl  escaped.  Their  triumph  here,  however,  was  of  shoit 
duration ;  Mr.  Vrooman  succeed^  in  securely  bolting  the  door  and  preventing  the  iatn- 
aion  of  any  of  the  enemy.  On  witnessing  Mr.  Vrooman's  courage,  and  fearii^  gnaw 
havoc  among  their  chosen  band,  the  enemy  promised,  if  be  woiUd  deaiat,  to  aave  hia  &  sad 
not  set  fire  to  his  building.  This  promise  they  fulfilled,  but  carried  off  two  of  his  aooiiMs 
oaptivity. 

The  following  additional  particulars  respecting  this  event  are 
drawn  from  the  account  given  by  Charlevoix,  a  learned  FVench 
Jesuit,  distinguished  for  his  travels  and  authentic  historical  works. 


**  This  party  marched  out  before  they  had  determined  against  what  part  of  the 
fifontier  they  woiUd  carry  their  arma,  though  aome  part  of  New  York  waa  nndcrsiood. 
Count  Frontenae  had  left  that  to  the  two  commanders.  After  they  had  maiched  %m% 
days,  they  called  a  council  to  determine  upon  what  place  they  would  attempt.  Ia  ibis 
council,  it  was  debated,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  that  Albany  would  be  the  snullest  plsos 
they  ought  to  imdertake ;  but  the  Indians  would  not  agree  to  iu  They  contended  tfasi, 
with  their  small  force,  an  attack  upon  Albany  would  be  attended  with  extreme  baxsrd. 
The  French  being  strenuous,  the  debate  grew  warm,  and  an  Indian  chief  asked  them  *  bow 
long  it  was  since  they  had  so  much  courage.*  To  this  severe  rebuke  it  was  answered,  that, 
if  by  some  past  actions  they  had  discovered  cowardice,  they  should  see  that  now  they  woabl 
retrieve  their  character ;  they  would  take  Albany  or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  Indiaai, 
however,  would  not  consent,  and  the  council  broke  up  without  agreeing  upon  any  tbiof 
but  to  proceed  on. 

**  They  continued  their  march  until  they  came  to  a  place  where  their  path  divided  ialc 
two ;  one  of  which  led  to  Albany,  and  the  other  to  Schenectady :  here  Mantet  gave  up  bii 
design  upon  Albany,  and  they  marched  on  harmoniously  for  the  former  village.  The 
weather  was  very  severe,  and  for  the  following  9  days  the  litde  army  enfiered  inoediUe 
hardships.  The  men  were  often  obliged  to  wade  through  water  up  to  their  knee^ 
its  ice  at  every  atep. 

**  At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  beginning  of  February,  they  arrived  within  two 
of  Schenectady.  Here  they  halted,  ai^  the  Great  Agnier,  chief  of  the  Iroquois  of  thefiiyi 
of  St.  Louis,  made  a  speech  to  them.  He  exhorted  every  one  to  forget  the  hardafaips  they 
had  endured,  in  the  hope  of  avenging  the  wrongs  they  had  for  a  long  time  enfiered  firan  ibf 
perfidious  English,  who  were  the  authors  of  them ;  and  in  the  close  added,  that  they  cobM 
not  doubt  of  the  assistance  of  heaven  against  the  enemies  of  God,  in  a  cauae  ao  jart. 
Hardly  had  they  taken  up  their  line  of  march,  when  they  met  40  Indian  women,  who  garc 
them  all  the  necessary  information  for  approaching  the  place  in  safety.  A  Caaaoaa, 
named  Giguiere,  was  detached  immediately  with  9  Indians  upon  discovery,  who  aequitii^ 
himself  to  the  endre  satisfaction  of  his  ofiicerB.  He  reconnoitred  ScheneetMiy  at  hia  IdMti 
and  then  rejoined  his  comradea.  It  had  been  determined  by  die  party  to  pnt  off  the  attsek 
one  day  longer ;  but  on  the  arrival  of  the  scout  under  Giguiere,  it  waa  reaolved  lo  piaessd 
without  delay. 

"  Schenectady  was  then  in  form  hke  diat  of  a  long  square,  and  entered  by  two  flals%  eai 
at  each  end.    One  opened  towards  Albany,  the  other  upon  the  great  load  laadinj  ittia  tbi 
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back  eonntrjr,  tad  which  was  now  poanewcd  by  the  French  and  Indians.  Mantet  and  St. 
Heleiie  chargisd  at  the  second  gate,  which  the  Indian  women  before  mentioned  had  assored 
them  was  always  open,  and  they  found  it  eo.  D'lberville  and  Repentigni  passed  to  the 
left,  in  order  to  enter  by  the  other  gate,  but,  after  losing  some  time  in  vainly  endeavoring 
to  find  it,  were  obliged  to  return  and  enter  with  their  comrades. 

**  The  gate  was  not  only  open  but  unguarded,  and  the  whole  party  entered  without  being 
discovered.  Dividing  themselves  into  several  parties,  they  waylaid  every  portal,  and  then 
Ae  war-whoop  was  raised.  Mantet  formed  and  attacked  a  garrison,  where  the  only  reaiBt. 
ance  of  any  account  was  made.  The  gate  of  it  was  soon  forced,  and  all  of  the  English  fell 
by  the  sword,  and  the  garrison  was  burned.  Montigni  was  wounded,  in  forcing  a  bouse, 
in  hw  arm  and  body  by  two  blows  of  a  halberd,  which  put  him  Aors  du  combat ;  but  Su 
Helene  being  come  to  his  assistance,  the  house  was  taken,  and  the  wounds  of  Montigni 
revenged  by  the  death  of  all  who  had  shut  themselves  up  in  it.  Nothing  was  now  to  be 
seen  but  massacre  and  pillage  in  every  place.  At  the  end  of  about  two  hours,  the  chieft, 
believing  it  due  to  their  safety,  posted  bodies  of  guards  at  all  the  avenues,  to  prevent  sur- 
prise, and  the  rest  of  the  night  was  spent  in  refreshing  themselves.  Mantet  had  given 
orders  that  the  minister  of  the  place  should  be  spared,  whom  he  had  intended  for  lus  own 
prisoner ;  but  he  was  found  among  the  promiscuous  dead,  and  no  one  knew  when  he  waa 
killed,  and  all  his  papers  were  burned. 

*'  After  the  place  was  destroyed,  the  chiefe  ordered  all  the  casks  of  intoxicating  liquon  to 
bo  staved,  to  prevent  their  men  from  getting  drunk.  They  next  set  all  the  houses  on  fire, 
excepting  that  of  a  widow,  into  which  Montigni  had  been  carried,  and  another  belonging 
10  Major  Coudre :  they  were  in  number  about  40,  all  well  built  and  furnished;  no  booty 
but  that  which  could  be  easily  transported  was  saved.  The  lives  of  about  60  persons  were 
sipared ;  chiefly  women,  children,  and  old  men,  who  had  escaped  the  fiiry  of  the  onset,  and 
90  Indians  who  happened  to  be  then  in  the  place.  The  Uvea  of  the  Indians  were  spared 
Ibat  they  might  carry  the  news  of  what  had  happened  to  their  countrymen,  whom  they 
were  requested  to  inform,  that  it  was  not  against  them  that  they  intended  any  harm,  but  to 
the  EngUsh  only,  whom  diey  had  now  despoiled  of  property  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds.*' 

The  following  ballad  is  an  interesting  relic  of  antiquity.  It  was 
written  in  1690,  to  commemorate  the  destruction  of  Schenectady,  and 
is  composed  something  in  the  style  of  the  celebrated  **  Cbevy  Chase.** 

•*A  BALLAD, 

•*  In  which  is  set  forth  the  horrid  cruelltiee  practiMd  by  the  French  and  Indians  on  the 
Bight  of  the  8th  of  last  February.    The  which  I  did  compose  last  sight  in  the  space  of  one 
;  and  am  now  writing,  the  morning  of  Fryday,  June  12th,  1690.  W.  W. 

Each  door  was  sxddea  open  broke 
By  six  or  se>en  men. 

The  men  and  women,  younge  and  olde, 
And  ek»  the  ^rls  and  boys. 

All  started  up  in  great  afiright, 
Att  the  aku^ng  noise. 

They  then  were  morther'd  in  their  beddes, 
\Kithout  shame  or  remone ; 

Aiid  soone  the  floors  and  streeta  were  strew'd 
With  many  a  bleeding  com. 

The  village  soon  began  to  blaze, 
Which  shew*d  the  horrid  sight  :— 

But,  O,  I  scarce  can  beare  to  tell, 
The  mis'ries  of  that  night. 

They  threw  the  infiwta  in  the  fire, 
Tlie  men  they  did  not  spare ; 

But  killed  all  which  they  could  find. 
Though  aged  or  tho*  fair. 

0  Chriate !    In  the  still  midnight  air. 
It  sounded  dismally ; 

The  women's  prayers,  and  the  loud  screams 
Of  their  great  agooyn 
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**  God  prosper  long  our  king  and  queen. 

Our  lives  and  safeties  all ; 
A  aad  miafortune  once  there  did 

Schenectady  befall. 

Wrom  forth  the  woods  of  Canada 
The  Frenchmen  tooke  their  way. 

The  people  of  Schenectady 
To  captivate  and  slay. 

Tliay  marched  for  two  and  twenty  dales. 
All  through  the  deepest  snow ; 

And  on  a  dismal  winter  night, 
They  strucke  the  cruel  blow. 

The  lightsome  sun  diat  rules  the  day 

Had  gone  down  in  the  west ; 
And  eke  the  drowsie  villagers 
'  Bad  soHght  and  found  their  reete. 

Tkmf  ihovi^  they  were  in  saftie  all. 
And  dreampt  not  of  the  foe : 

Bnt  att  midnigfat  they  all  awoke. 
In  wonderment  and  woe. 

For  iImj  were  in  their  pleasant  beddet, 
'  Aad  mmadtHm  aUephig,  i»hem 
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ffoAinlra  M  if  I  llMT  them  OOW 

All  ringing  in  my  ear; 
The  ahriekfl  and  groans  and  woeful  ngfaa 
Tbey  uttered  in  their  fear. 

But  some  run  off  to  Albany, 
.    And  told  the  ddefuU  tale : 
Tett  though  we  gave  our  cheerful  aid, 
It  did  not  much  avail. 

And  we  were  horribly  afraid, 
And  shook  with  terror,  when 

They  told  us  that  the  Frenchmen  were 
More  than  a  thousand  men. 

The  news  came  on  the  Sabbath  mom 

Just  att  the  break  of  day. 
And  with  a  companie  of  horse 

I  galloped  away. 

But  soon  we  found  the  French  were  gone 
With  all  their  great  bootye ; 

Albm^,  13a  p/  June,  1690. 


And  then  tiieir  tnQ  we  did  |niniie« 
As  was  our  true  dutye. 

The  Mohaques  joynd  our  brare  pertye. 

And  followed  in  the  chase, 
Till  we  came  up  with  the  Fhcnchmen, 

Att  a  most  likelye  place. 

Our  soldiers  fell  upon  their  rear. 

And  killed  twenty.five ; 
Our  young  men  were  so  much  enrag'd 

They  took  scarce  one  alive. 

D*AiUebout  them  did  commande. 
Which  were  but  thievish  rogues. 

Else  why  did  they  consent  and  goe. 
With  bloodye  Indian  dogges  7 

And  here  I  end  the  long  ballad. 
The  which  you  just  have  redde ; 

I  wiHh  that  it  nioy  stay  on  earth 
Long  after  I  am  dead. 

Waltsr  WnjL 


The  annexed  novel  marriage  which  occurred  somewhere  in  thii 
Ticinity  is  well  worthy  of  preservation. 

About  a  century  ago,  taith  tradition,  when  clergymen  were  not  so  plenty  as  tbey  aoir 
ire,  a  young  gentlemen  and  his  dulcinea  were  anxiously  awaiting  the  happy  day  which  was 
to  see  them  united  in  the  silken  bands  of  matrimony.  They  resided  on  the  north  side  cf 
Tomhetdck  ereek,  and  the  clergjrman  who  had  been  engaged  to  tie  the  knot  lived  on  d» 
south  aide  of  the  same  stream.  As  the  fates  would  have  it,  heavy  rains  fell  the  night  pi^^ 
vious  to  the  nuptial  day,  which  rendered  the  creek  impassable.  lis  waters  were  riains,  and 
its  current  becoming  more  rapid  every  hour.  The  clergsrman  arrived  at  the  appointed  tins 
tt  a  place  where  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  fording  the  creek ;  but  it  was  aa  much  as  Ui 
fife  was  worth  to  attempt  to  cross  it  then.  He  turned  his  horse's  head  to  return,  when  he  was 
hailed  by  two  voices  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  stream — they  were  those  of  the  groom  sad 
bride,  who  entreaied  him  to  stay.  After  some  debate,  it  was  agreed  that  the  ceremony 
should  proceed.  In  the  mean  time  the  friends  of  the  betrothed  arrived  from  the  bride's  houM 
in  the  neighborhood.  Then  was  presented  a  singular  spectacle,  **  the  like  whereof  wai 
never  seen  before,*'  and  probably  will  not  be  again.  The  dominie  read  the  marriage  sec. 
vice,  on  the  margin  of  the  creek,  while  the  parties  stood  on  the  opposite  aide.  After  tba 
ceremony  was  over,  the  grtiom  tossed  a  few  guilders  across  the  creek,  which  the  dominie 
picked  up  and  pocketed  as  Ub  fee,  mounted  his  horse  and  proceeded  homewards,  and  tfas 
married  couple  did  the  saiae. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  copied  from  a  monument  in  the 
graveyard  near  the  Presbyterian  church. 

"  JoKATHAH  Edwards,  S.  T.  D.  North,  reip.  Msss.,  natus,  A.  D.  1745,  coll.  Nassov,  A  & 
1765,  et  eodem  tutor,  1767,  ordinibas  ecclesis  sacris  Nov.  Fort.  Connect,  reip.  initianii, 
1769  iisdeniq.  Coluni,  1796,  atque  coll.  Concord  Schenect  N.  Ebor  pnesea,  1799.— Vir 
ingenio  acri,  justi  tenaz  propositi,  doctrina  vers  eximia  maxima  imbutus  atque  preditai^ 
christians  fidei  intemeratts  defensor  tum  fervidus  torn  prevalidus,  et  in  moribus  intami. 
natis  enimit  magnum  sui  desiderium  bonis  onmibus  reiiqnit,  die  1  mo.  Auc.  anno  saluia 
human*,  1801."  ^ 

'*  Mamas,  Jonathani  Edwards  coi\jugis  dilectissimn,  nee  non  memor  hoc  est  etiam  ukmu 
luiientum.  Ipsa  urbanitate,  moribus,  pietate,  viro  optimo  dignissima,  aquia,  eheu!  s^ 
mersa  fuit,  Nov.  Port.  reip.  Coimect.  Anno  Domini,  1783.  Eademque  urbs  reliquas'iniBi 
habet."  *^ 

[Jonathan  Edwards,  D.  D.,  bom  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  A.  D.  1745 ;  graduated  at  ibi 
coUege  of  New  Jersey  in  1765,  where  he  was  mtor  in  1767 ;  ordained  to  the  ministry  at 
the  gospel  st  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1769,  and  aUw  at  Colebrook  in  1796 ;  and  presidesi 
of  Union  college  at  Schenectady,  New  York,  in  1799.  He  was  a  man  of  acnts  mind,  km 
in  his  opinion,  thoroqgUj  maed  and  akiUed  jn  ms  learaSng,  ths  tntrnpid  dstedsr,  sfiks 
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taifi  ■Miiiiarfiil,  of  di»  CaairtiMi  frith,  and  eooipictioM  for  die  pmity  of  to  Kfc.    Ht 
died  anud  the  grief  of  all  good  men,  on  the  first  day  of  Anguet,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 

[Maxia,  the  beloTed  wife  of  Jonathan  ESdwards,  ia  alao  commemorated  by  diia  mono. 
Ment.  In  urbanity,  goodneai,  and  piety,  ahe  was  moat  worthy  of  that  excellent  man.  In 
178S,  ahe  waa  unfortonately  drowned  at  New  Haven,  Connecticat,  where  her  remaini 

rapoee.] 


SCHOHARIE  COUNTY. 

* 
Schoharie*  county  was  taken  from  Albany  and  Otseso  countief 
in  1795 :  greatest  length  N.  and  S.  80,  greatest  breadth  IS.  and  W. 
25  miles.  Centrally  distant  NW.  from  New  York  150,  from  Albany 
W.  42  miles.  In  the  western  part  of  this  county  is  the  dividing  ridge 
between  the  waters  of  the  Mohawk  and  those  of  the  Susquehannab 
and  Delaware.  In  the  eastern  part  it  has  the  Cattsldll  and  Helle- 
bergt  mountains.  It  has  the  valley  of  the  Schoharie  oreek  north 
and  south  through  its  centre,  along  which  the  alluvial  flats  are  very 
extensive,  with  a  soil  of  loam  and  vegetable  mould,  peculiarly  ricn 
and  fertile.  Much  of  the  surface  of  this  county  is  huly,  with  some 
of  a  mountainous  character.  The  soil  of  the  uplands  is  of  various 
quaUties,  generally  better  adapted  to  grass  than  to  grain.  The  Scho- 
barie  creek,  a  large  tributarv  of  the  Mohawk,  has  its  rise  in  Green 
county,  and  flows  northward  through  the  centre  of  this  county.  In 
its  course  it  receives  several  smaller  streams,  the  principal  of  which 
are  the  Cobelskill  on  the  west,  and  Foxes  creek  on  the  east  The 
Cattskill  has  its  source  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  and  the 
Delaware  and  Susquehannab  in  the  western.  The  county  is  well 
watered,  and  possesses  many  fine  mill  sites.  In  the  towns  of  Sum- 
mit, Jeflferson,  Blenheim,  Broome,  and  the  uplands  of  Middleburg  and 
Fulton,  the  tenure  of  the  soil  is  generally  held  by  lease ;  the  fee* 
rimple  being  in  proprietors  of  large  tracts ;  but  in  these  towns,  there 
are  many  tracts  upon  the  creek,  which  the  Germans  have  taken  up 
in  fee,  the  common  tenure  of  the  northern  towns.  The  towns  of 
Schoharie,  Cobelskill,  Sharon,  Fulton,  Middleburg,  and  portions  of 
Bl^iheim  and  Broome,  have  a  population  of  German  origin.  The 
German  language  prevails  among  the  older  inhabitants,  but  their 
children  are  educated  and  converse  in  English.'  The  earlv  settlers 
mflkred  much  from  Indian  hostilities,  and  during  the  revolution  the 
eountry  was  overrun  by  the  British  and  Indians  under  Sir  John 
Johnson,  Brant,  and  the  in&mous  Walter  Butler.  The  county  is  di- 
vided into  11  towns.    At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution  this 

*  *  Beholwiie,  ladiaa  name  for  diifhrood. 

t  Hflllebeig,  Gennan — ^Helderbuiif,  Dutch.    The  early  settlen  of  Schoharie  pawed  ow 
Aii  BMNntaiii  on  their  route  thither,  and  gave  it  thia  name,  which  ajgnifiea  die  **8ightly 
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whole  territory  scarcely  contained  1,000  inhabitants ;  the  neater 
part  of  these  inhabited  the  valley  of  the  Schoharie  river.  The  pap- 
ulation m  1840  was  32,351. 

Blenheim,  organized  in  1797 ;  from  Albany  W.  44  miles.  Popi 
2,726.  North  Blenheim,  15  miles  S.  from  Schoharie,  and  Blenheim, 
are  small  villages. 

Broome,  originally  named  Bristol,  was  organized  in  1797 ;  centrally 
distant  S.  from  Schoharie  15  miles.  Pop.  2,404.  Gilboa,  Broome, 
Livingstonville,  Plattakill,  and  Smithtown,  are  small  villages  or 
settlements.  The  monument  of  David  Williams,  who  died  in  this 
town,  is  at  Livingstonville,  and  has  the  following  inscription  :  "  David 
Williams,  the  only  surviving  captor  of  Andre,  died  August  1st,  1881, 
aged  77.    Amor  patriae  vincit,"  (the  love  of  country  conquers.) 

Caklisle,  taken  from  Cobelskili  and  Sharon  in  1807 ;  irom  Scho- 
harie NW.  10  miles.  Pop.  1,850.  Carlisle  and  Grosvenors  Cor- 
ners are  small  villages. 

CoBELSKiLL*  was  formcd  from  Schoharie  in  1797.  Near  the  brick 
meeting-house  is  one  of  those  subterraneous  streams  common  to 
limestone  countries.  Cobelskili,  10  miles  W.  of  Schoharie,  Law- 
yersville,  Punchkill,  Richmondville,  and  Mann's  Valley,  are  stnall  vil- 
lages. 

In  the  summer  of  1779,  a  party  of  Onondaga  Indians,  after  the  de- 
struction of  their  town  by  Col.  Van  Schaick,  made  an  incursion  into 
this  section,  the  account  of  which  is  thus  given  by  Campbell  in  his 
Annals : — 

^  There  was  at  thia  time  a  litt^  settlement,  consisting  of  only  nineteen  familiea,  on  tiis 
Cobbleskiil  creek,  ten  miles  west  of  Schoharie.  Though  they  had  erected  no  fonifiea. 
tioos,  they  had  prepared  for  defence,  by  organizing  a  company  of  militia«  and  procorinf 
arms  and  ammunition.  About  the  middle  of  May,  it  was  reported  at  a  meeting  of  the 
militia,  that  some  straggling  Indians  h^d  been  seen  in  the  neighborhood,  and  a  scout  of 
three  men,  one  of  whom  was  suspected  of  being  secretly  a  royalist,  was  sent  out  into  ths 
forest.  On  the  return  of  the  scout,  they  nvet  two  Indians  near  the  settlement,  who  accost, 
ing  them  in  fHendly  terms,  and  pretending  to  be  hunting,  were  suffered  to  pan.  The  In. 
dians  took  a  circuitous  route,  and  in  a  short  time  met  them  again.  The  suspected  indirid. 
ual  had  now  disappeared,  having  taken  a  different  path  to  the  settlement  The  Indians  still 
pretended  friendship ;  one  of  them  familiarly  took  the  musket  from  one  of  the  men,  and 
knocking  out  the  flint,  handed  it  back.  The  other  attempted  the  same  thing,  but  his  ad- 
▼eraary  perceiving  his  intention,  shot  him.  His  companion  fled,  and  the  men  returned  to 
the  settlement.  This  circumstance,  together  with  a  nunor  that  a  large  body  of  Indians 
were  on  their  march  for  Schoharie,  excited  feara  that  tlus  little  settlement  would  be  ths 
first  ol^ect  of  their  revenge.  They  inunediately  despatched  a  messenger  to  Schohans 
with  the  intelligence,  and  directed  lum  to  ask  for  assistance.  A  part  c^  a  company  of  cob. 
tinentai  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Patrick,  was  sent  the  same  day  to  Cobbl(t> 
kill.  The  next  morning  a  party  of  Indians  were  seen  to  cross  the  creek  and  return  igaia 
into  the  woods.  A  small  detachment  of  men  were  sent  in  pursuit.  These  were  sooa 
driven  back  by  superior  force.  Captain  Patrick  then  marched  the  whole  of  his  little  band, 
and  15  volunteers  of  the  militia,  to  their  support  The  Indians  were  driven  back,  but  sooa 
Bsade  a  stand,  and  after  firing  again  retreated.  They  continued  to  retreat,  disputing  ths 
ground  at  every  step,  evidently  increasing  in  number,  until  the  confljict  became  ezcei  " 


*  Mr.  Jephtha  R.  Sirams,  of  Fultonville,  who  is  at  present  writing  a  history  of  q^*hff- 
harie  county  and  its  vicinity,  for  which  object  he  has  taken  pains  in  collecting  authoDM 
and  original  information,  in  a  letter  to  the  authors  thus  alludes  to  tlie  orthography  of  tfail 
name.  ^  Cobelskili  has  been  written  Cobuskill,  Cobbleskiil,  and  as  I  write  it  In  thelawi 
which  record  the  formation  of  that  town,  it  is  spelled  Cobelskili.  The  nam^  of  tha  bhb 
after  wkam  it  was  called  waa  Cobal.** 
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If  isTM.  Cqytun  Fktriek  wm  at  fimt  wonnded,  and  afterward  killed,  whm  hiimeo 
ioqfht  aaietf  in  flight  The  Indiane  immediately  pursued  them,  and  at  the  aame  instant 
ibe  main  body,  which  had  been  concealed  in  the  thickets,  rushed  forth,  and  with  deafonii^ 
yeDa  poured  a  shower  of  rifle  balls  upon  the  fugitives ;  their  number,  as  afterward  ascer- 
tnaed,  was  about  300. 

**  The  death  of  Captain  Patrick  alone  saved  his  men  from  entire  destruction ;  in  a  few 
Boments  more  they  would  have  been  surrounded,  and  their  retreat  cut  off. 

**  The  inhabitants  of  the  settlement,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  fogitives  emeiging  from  die 
woods,  pursued  by  the  Indians,  fled  in  an  opposite  direction,  and  all  arrived  ^fe  at  Scho- 
hsrie ;  their  escape  was  favored  by  the  desperate  resistance  of  seven  of  the  soldiers,  i«hO| 
takmg  possession  of  a  house,  fired  from  the  windows,  and  checked  the  pursuit  of  the  ene- 
my. The  Indians  at  length  succeeded  in  setting  the  house  on  fire,  and  six  of  its  brave  de- 
fenders perished  in  the  flames ;  the  other  was  afterward  found  a  few  rods  distant,  much 
bnmed,  and  horribly  mutilated ;  a  roll  of  continental  money  was  put  in  his  hand,  ss  if  in 
derision  of  the  cause  which  he  supported.  The  enemy  set  fire  to  the  buildings  in  the  vi- 
cinity,  and  after  burying  their  dead  and  mangling  the  dead  bodies  of  the  soldiers,  retired 
without  pursuing  the  fugitives  further.  Of  the  45  who  went  out,  31  escaped,  23  weio 
kiDed,  and  42  taken  prisoners.    The  Indians  suflered  severely.'* 

Gk^neral  James  Dana  moved  into  this  town  soon  after  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  a  resident  till  his  death.  He  was  bom  in  Ash- 
ford,  Connecticut,  October  10th,  1732.  The  following  notice  re- 
? acting  this  meritorious  officer  is  from  the  manuscript  of  I.  HI 
ifiany,  Esq.,  of  Fultonville,  which  he  has  drawn  up  with  care  and 
accuracy.  Most  of  the  facts  here  stated  were  related  to  Mr.  Tiffa- 
ny by  General  Dana  himself,  January  7th,  1816. 

He  appears  to  have  commenced  his  military  career  among  the  provincial  troops,  under 
fir  William  Johnson.  He  assisted  in  building  the  fort  at  Lake  Geoige,  and  wss  at  the 
battle  of  Lake  Ghamplain,  where  the  fortification  wss  attacked  by  the  French,  and  General 
Johnson  wounded.  At  the  commencement  of  the  American  revolution,  he  was  a  captain 
in  Colonel  Storr*s  regiment,  in  General  Putnam*8  brigade  of  Connecticut  militia.  He  ar- 
rived ai  the  American  camp  at  Cambridge,  where  General  Ward  commanded,  immediately 
after  the  afiair  at  Lexington.  He  was  among  the  troops  ordered  to  throw  up  a  breastwork 
im  Bunker's  Hill.  A  half-moon  fortification  of  facines  and  dirt  was  erected  during  the 
i^t.  Colonel  Prescott  was  the  engineer ;  he  requested  Captain  Dana*s  orderly  sergeant 
to  assist  in  laying  out  the  fortification.    The  British  embaHted  at  Wiimimesset  ferry. 

When  the  second  division  of  500  troops  landed,  they  marched  up  Maiden  river  to  gain 
As  rear  €i  the  American  fortification.  This  movement  was  first  perceived  by  Captain  Da. 
BB,  and  communicated  to  General  Putnam.  By  bis  orders,  500  of  the  Connecticut  troopa 
were  marched  down  and  took  up  their  position,  and  formed  two  deep  behind  a  fence.  Cap. 
•in  (afterward  Colonel)  Knowlton  commanded  this  detachment.  Captain  Dana  waa  the 
ncond  in  command.  Putnam,  in  giving  his  directions,  said  to  these  officers,  **  Do  yon  re. 
ikamber  my  orders  at  Ticonderoga  ?**  **  Fes,**  was  the  reply :  **  you  told  U8  not  tofir€  tUl 
m§  t&mld  see  Hu  wkiUo  of  the  enemy's  eyes."    **  Well,**  says  Putnam,  **  I  give  the  same 

dan  now.** 

The  British  advanced  with  muffled  drums  and  soft  fifes ;  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  got 
the  fence  aonth  of  the  American  line.  Captain  Dana  was  posted  in  the  centre,  to- 
which  the  British  column  was  advancing.  The  order  was,  **  death  to  any  man  who 
Iktd  befora  Captain  Dana.**  When  the  column  was  eight  cods  distant,  Dana  ordered  the 
mr  rank  down  flat  At  this  word  the  British  officer  fsced  shout  snd  ordered  the  column 
l»  dSaplay  from  the  centre.  At  that  instant  Csptain  Dana,  Lieutenant  Grosvenor,  and 
Mdtrly-aergeant  Fuller  fired,  and  the  British  commanding  officer  (supposed  to  be  Mi^or 
flftsum)  fell  mortally  wounded.  The  British  troops  broke  and  retreated,  formed  and  ad. 
^need  again,  which  probably  occupied  thirty  minutes.  When  they  arrived  at  the  fenoa 
ikaf  fired.  Lieutenant  Groevenor  was  wounded  in  the  hand,  and  a  bullet  also  passed 
AmHh  a  rail  and  lodged  in  his  shirt,  flatted  and  harmless.  Captain  Knowlton*s  musket 
llDHwaa  broken  off  by  a  caimon  ball.  Lieutenant  Grosvenor  bound  up  his  hand  and  ra. 
ted  fiNMn  the  field.  Widiin  four  or  five  minutes  after  Groevenor  was  wounded,  a  cannon 
Wfl  atmck  a  rail  against  Dana's  breast,  which  knocked  him  down  breathless.  He  however 
neovared,  and  remained  until  the  Une  was  ordered  off.  When  he  arrived  at  hie  quarteia^ 
hi.  waa  eonfined  to  boa  room,  and  unable  to  dress  or  undrsss  himself  for  several  days. 

The  §m  cammtign  given  by  General  Washington  aftar  the  battU  of  tadMr  Hill  wan 


ftIS  MmoBABn  onnmr. 

'^KnowltoD,'*  and  the  ptrola  **  Dana."  In  July,  after  the  bttde  of  BnnlLer  HQl,  an 
waa  delivered  hj  Dr.  Leonard,  Waahingtoa'a  chaplain.  After  the  oration  and  deolaiatMn 
iMd  been  pronounced,  an  aid  of  Greneral  Washington  advanced  from  the  head-qnartaib 
bearing  the  American  standard,  with  an  order  from  the  general  directed  to  Captain  Dna 
to  receive  it,  and  carry  it  three  times  around  the  front  or  interior  circle  of  the  army;  fintbK. 
more,  that  in  so  doing  he  must  not  let  the  colors  fall,  as  it  would  be  conaidered  aa  ominoaa 
of  the  fall  of  America.  The  captain  declined,  fearful  of  his  ability  to  perform  this  duty  in  • 
proper  manner.  The  aid  returned  to  headquarters  with  the  apology :  but  aoon  came  badt 
with  General  Putnam,  who,  in  his  famihar  way,  clapped  Captain  Dana  upon  the  ahowldart 
and  said,  **  God  curse  it,  Dana,  you  look  like  a  white  man ;  take  the  colon,  clear  away.* 
The  army  immediately  opened  a  passage  to  the  right  and  left  for  his  excellency  Gas> 
eral  Washington,  and  the  other  ofRcers.  The  next  day  the  general  in  his  orders  ezpresaed 
the  most  flattering  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  Captain  Dana  had  performed  thi 
ceremony  of  displaying  the  flag. 

Captain  Dana  was  6  feet  and  1  inch  in  height,  noble  and  commanding  in  his  appearaneai 
but  modest  and  retiring  in  his  manners.  He  was  frequently  offered  promotion  in  the  amy, 
bot  uniformly  declined.  The  celebrated  General  Eaton,  afterward  so  diatingiuabed  in  tba 
war  with  Tripoli,  was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  his  waiter  and  secretary.  He  waa  pat  ondtf 
Captain  Dana  at  the  request  of  his  father.  After  the  close  of  the  revolution.  Captain  Daaa 
removed  to  Cobelskill,  where  he  occupied  a  small  log.cabin  or  house  till  hie  death.  Not. 
withstanding  hia  humble  circumstances,  the  legislature  of  New  York,  in  eonaeqaenee  of 
his  meritorious  services  in  the  revolution,  appointed  him  a  brigadier-general,  being  the  fiist 
who  held  that  office  in  the  county  of  Schoharie. 

C0NB8VILLB,  taken  from  Broome  in  1836,  is  the  SE.  comer  town 
of  the  county;  from  Schoharie  centrally  distant  20  miles.  Pop. 
1,621.  Conesville  is  a  post-office.  Strikersvilie  is  a  small  settle- 
ment near  the  western  line. 

Fulton,  taken  from  Middleburg  in  1828 ;  from  Albany  42  milet. 
On  Stohey  creek,  in  this  town,  there  is  a  fall  of  nearly  100  feet  pa- 
pendicular.  Bymville,  14  miles  SW.  from  Schoharie,  Fultonham, 
and  Breakabeen,  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  2,146. 

Jefferson,  taken  from  Blenheim  in  1803;  from  Albany  57,  from 
Schoharie  S  W.  20  miles.  Pop.  2,033.  This  town  is  inhabited  by  east- 
em  emigrants  and  their  descendants,  who  are  extensively  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business  and  grazing.  Lake  Utsayanthe,  a  small  pond  here, 
is  the  source  of  the  Mohawk  branch  of  the  Delaware.  Jcfierson  is 
a  small  village. 

Middleburg  was  taken  from  Schoharie  in  1797 ;  from  Albany  87 
miles.  Pop.  3,841.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  of  Dutcn  of 
German  ongin.  Middleburg,  on  the  Schoharie  river,  5  miles  S.  from 
Schoharie,  is  a  village  containing  about  50  dwellings.  Huntersland 
and  Franklinton  are  small  settlements. 

Remains  of  the  old  Middle  Fort,  noted  in  the  revolutionary  annals, 
are  now  to  be  seen  a  short  distance  from  Middleburg  village,  on  the 
plain  east  of  the  road  to  Schoharie.  The  Upper  Fort  was  5  milei 
SE.,  near  the  margin  of  the  Schoharie  river,  in  the  present  limits  of 
Fulton, — the  lower  was  at  the  village  of  Schoharie,  5  miles  N.  TKi 
last  was  built  for  a  church,  and  is  at  present  used  as  such.  [See 
Schoharie.]  The  annexed  account  of  the  attack  on  the  Middle  Fort 
bv  the  British  and  Indians,  is  taken  from  the  "  Life  and  Adventurei 
ot  Timothy  Murphy,  the  Benefactor  of  Schoharie,"  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lished in  1839. 

*'  In  the  &U  of  1780,  the  enemy,  about  800  strong,  under  Sir  John  John«m«  made  pi«> 
ptratioQa  for  deatroyiiy  the  Talleya  of  Schoharie  and  the  Mohawk.    The  fivoee. 
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of  Britiflh  ifgnlan,  loT«liKa,  toriM,  mnd  Indians,  awembM  od  the  Tiogm,  and  marcbad 
dionce  up  aloiw  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  crossed  thence  to  Bcholiaria. 
On  the  16th  of  October,  they  encamped  about  four  miles  abore  the  upper  fort.  It  waft 
their  intention  to  pass  the  upper  fort  in  the  night,  and  to  attack  the  middle  fort  at  daybreak: 
•a  it  was  expected  that  the  upper  fort  would  be  the  first  object  of  attack,  they  hopied  to  suw 
prise  the  middle  fort  by  this  unexpected  movement.  Sir  John  had  ordered  his  troops  to  be 
jrat  in  motion  at  four  in  the  morning,  but  from  some  mistake  it  was  five  before  they  began 
their  march ;  consequently  the  rear  guard  was  discovered  by  the  sentinels  of  the  upper  fort, 
and  the  alarm  gun  was  fired,  which  was  quickly  answered  from  the  other  forts,  and  30  rifle, 
men,  under  the  supervision  of  Timothy  Murphy,*  were  sent  out  from  the  middle  fort  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy ;  they  soon  fell  in  with  the  advanced  party,  and  retreated  back. 
The  fixing  of  the  alarm  gun  disappointed  the  enemy,  and  became  the  signal  for  them  to  com. 
mence  the  destruction  of  the  settlement ;  houses,  barns,  and  stacks  of  hay  were  burned, 
and  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses  were  killed  or  driven  away. 

**  The  Indians  being  in  advance  of  the  regular  forces,  were  the  first  to  approach  the  fort 
Murphy,  whose  eye  was  ever  watching  the  enemy,  had  stationed  himself  in  a  ditch  a  few 
rods  south  of  the  fort,  that  he  might,  unperceived,  the  better  view  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  The  Indians  approached  to  within  about  eighty  yards  of  the  fort,  when  Murphy 
fired  upon  them ;  and  as  he  arose  the  second  time  to  fire,  a  bullet  struck  within  a  fow 
inchea  of  his  face,  and  glanced  over  his  head,  throwing  dirt  in  his  eyes.  He  then  ran  into 
tiie  fort,  not  however  without  bringing  to  the  ground  another  Indian. 

*  Muiphy,  who  wss  of  great  service  to  the  inhabitants  of  Schoharie,  wss  a  native  of 
Tiiginia,  and  had  belonged  to  Moigan*s  rifle  corps,  in  which  he  had  distinguished  himself 
m  a  marksman.  After  the  capture  of  Buigoyne,  the  company  to  which  he  belonged  waft 
ordered  to  Schoharie,  where  it  remained  until  their  term  of  service  expired.  When  the 
company  was  disbanded.  Murphy  and  some  others  remained,  and  served  in  the  militia ;  hia 
■kill  in  the  desultory  war  which  the  Indians  carry  on,  gave  him  so  high  a  reputation,  that 
though  not  nominally  the  commander,  he  usually  directed  all  the  movementa  of  the  scouta 
dimt  were  sent  out,  and  on  many  important  occasions  the  commanding  officers  found  it 
dangerous  to  neglect  his  advice  ;  his  double  rifle,  his  skill  as  a  marksman,  and  his  fleemeaa 
0ither  in  retreat  or  pursuit,  made  him  an  object  both  of  dread  and  of  vengeance  to  the  In- 
dians ;  they  formed  many  plans  to  destroy  1^,  but  he  alwaya  eluded  them,  and  aometiniaa 
made  them  sufifer  for  their  temerity. 

He  fought  the  Indians  in  their  own  way,  and  with  their  own  weapons.  When  circum- 
stances permitted,  he  tomahawked  and  scalped  his  fallen  enemy ;  he  boaated  after  the  war 
that  he  had  slain  forty  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand,  more  than  half  of  whom  he  had 
scalped ;  he  took  delight  in  perilous  adventures,  and  seemed  ^  to  love  danger  for  danger^ 
sake.**  Tradition  has  preserved  the  account  of  many  of  his  exploits ;  but  there  are  ao 
many  versions  of  the  same  story,  and  so  much  evident  fiction  mixed  with  the  truth,  that  wo 
aball  give  but  a  single  instance  as  a  proof  of  the  dread  with  which  he  was  regarded  by  ths 
Indians. 

They  were  unable  to  conjecmre  how  he  could  discharge  his  rifle  twice  without  having 
time  to  reload ;  and  his  singular  good  fortune  in  escaping  unhurt,  led  them  to  suppose  that 
be  waa  attended  by  some  invisible  being  who  warded  off  their  bullets,  and  sped  his  with 
luerring  certainty  to  the  mark.  When  they  had  learned  the  mystery  of  his  doublcbarrelled 
gnn,  they  were  carefiil  not  to  expose  themselves  too  much  undl  he  had  fired  twice,  know. 
ing  that  he  must  have  time  to  reload  his  piece  before  he  could  do  them  fiirther  ii\jury. 

One  day,  having  aeparated  from  his  party,  he  was  pursued  by  a  number  of  Indians,  aH 
of  irhom  he  outran  excepting  one ;  Miupliy  turned  round,  fired  upon  this  Indian,  and  killed 
liim.  Supposing  that  the  others  had  given  up  the  pursuit,  he  stopped  to  strip  the  deady 
when  the  rest  of  his  pursuers  came  in  sight  He  snatched  the  rifle  of  his  fallen  foe,  and 
with  it  killed  one  of  his  pumiers ;  the  rest,  now  sure  of  their  prey,  with  a  yell  of  joy  heed. 
lasrif  nahed  on,  hoping  to  make  him  their  prisoner;  he  wss  ready  to  drop  down  with  fiu 
4gBet  and  was  likely  to  be  overtaken,  when,  turning  round,  he  dischaiged  the  remaining 
bsml  of  hia  rifle,  and  killed  the  foremost  of  the  Indians ;  the  rest,  astonished  at  his  firing 
tfavae  timaa  in  aucceasion,  fled,  crying  out  that  he  could  ahoot  all  day  without  loading.r-* 
Ammaia  of  TVfftm  eotmiif. 

**  la  ataiure.  Murphy  waa  about  5  feet  6  inches,  and  very  well  proportioned,  with  dark 
«om|4eiioii«  and  an  eye  that  would  kindle  and  flash  like  the  very  lightning  when  excited. 
Hs  waa  exceedingly  quick  in  all  hia  motions,  and  possessed  an  iron  frame  that  nothing  api. 
psrenl^  eoaU  eAet  And  what  ia  very  ramarkaUe,  his  body  waa  never  wounded  or  abifr 
isd  dnoi^  the  wbols  war.** 
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**  About  8  o'clock  the  enemy  commenced  a  regular  attack  on  ibB  fort,  iHiich 
tnmed  with  effect  from  the  garruon.  The  regular  troops  fired  a  few  csnnoii  sbol,  ani 
threw  a  number  of  shells,  one  of  which  burst  in  the  air  above  the  fort,  doinff  no  ngoif ; 
another  entered  and  burst  in  tlie  upper  loft  of  the  fort,  doing  no  other  mischief  thui  deaCrof- 
ing  a  quantity  of  bedding,  and  nearly  frightening  to  death  a  little  Frenchman  who  had  iad 
to  the  chamber  for  protection,  and  came  running  down  stain,  at  the  same  time  exdahmni^ 
*  de  diable  pe  among  de  fedderaJ'  The  interior  of  the  fort  was  several  times  on  fira,  bsl 
was  as  often  extinguished  by  the  exertions  of  the  women.  The  Indiana  retreated  Y-^^^ 
a  row  of  willow  trees,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire,  but  at  too  great  a  diatanoe  to  do 
In  the  fort,  all  was  gloom  and  despondency ;  the  garrison  only  amounted  to  150 
troops,  and  about  100  militia.  Their  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted — to  attempt  to 
fend  the  fort,  appeared  to  bo  madness ; — to  surrender,  was  to  deliver  up  themaelvea,  ll 
wives  and  children  to  immediate  death,  or  at  least  to  a  lung  captivity.  M^jor  Wobfy, 
who  commanded  the  fort,  was  inchned  to  surrender  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  eiwy, 
bat  was  prevented  by  the  officers  of  the  militia,  who  resolved  to  defend  it  or  to  dit  in  Aa 
contest.  Wolsey*s  presence  of  mind  forsook  him  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  he  coneeel 
•elf  at  first  with  the  women  and  children  in  the  house,  and  when  driven  out  hf  the 
of  hia  new  associates,  he  crawled  round  the  intrenchimenta  on  hia  hands  end 
the  jeers  and  bravos  of  the  militia,  who  felt  tlieir  courage  revive  aa  their  laughter 
dted  by  the  cowardice  of  the  major.  In  times  of  extreme  danger,  every  thing 
a  tendency  to  destroy  reflection  by  exciting  risibility  has  a  good  efibct. 

**  The  enemy,  perceiving  that  their  shot  and  shells  did  little  or  no  execaCioo, 
under  shelter  of  a  small  building  near  the  fort,  and  prepared  to  carry  the  woriu  by  aaanh. 
While  the  preparations  were  making,  a  flag  was  seen  to  approach  the  fort ;  ail  seened  in- 
clined to  admit  it,  when  Murphy  and  Bartholomew  Vroman,  who  suspected  that  it  wis 
only  an  artifice  to  learn  the  actual  strength  of  the  garrison,  and  aware  that  for  them  at  lesrt 
there  was  no  safety  in  capitulation,  fired  upon  the  flag.  The  flog  retired,  and  some  aohhen 
were  ordered  to  arrest  Murphy ;  but  so  great  was  his  popularity  among  the  soldiers,  that  do 
one  dared  to  obey.  The  flag  approached  a  second  time,  and  was  a  second  time  drives 
back  by  Murphy  and  his  adherents.  A  white  flag  was  then  ordered  to  be  raised  in  tbt 
fort,  but  Murphy  threatened  with  instant  death  any  one  who  ahould  ot>ey.  The  ennqr 
sent  a  flag  the  third  time,  and  on  Murphy*8  turning  to  fire  upon  it,  Wolsey  presented  }m 
pistol  and  threatened  to  shoot  him  if  he  did ; — but  not  in  the  least  intimidated  by  themajert 
threat.  Murphy  very  deliberately  raised  his  rifle,  and  pointing  it  towards  him,  firmly  rephed,  'I 
will  die  before  they  shall  have  me  prisoner.*  Major  Wolsey  then  retired  to  his  room,  wksis 
he  remained  until  Col.  Vroman  was  despatched  in  search  of  him.  He  was  found  covered 
up  in  bed,  trembling  like  a  leaf.  Col.  Vroman  accosted  him,  *  Was  you  sent  here  to  soeak 
away  so,  when  we  are  attacked  by  the  tories  and  Indians  ?  and  do  you  mean  to  give  up 
the  fort  to  these  bloody  rascals  7* — To  which  Major  Wolsey  made  no  reply,  but  consented 
to  yield  up  the  command  to  Col.  Vroman.  At  this  change  (^  officera,  unanimous  joy  per. 
vaded  the  whole  fort.  And  even  the  women*  smiled  to  behold  the  portly  figure  of  CoL 
Vroman  stalking  about  the  fortr— directing  and  encouraging  the  soldiers  in  his  melodiooi 
Low  Dutch  notes. 

**  The  British  officers  now  held  a  council  of  war,  and  after  a  abort  consultation  vritk. 
drew ;  and  then  proceeded  down  the  Schoharie  creek,  burning  and  destroying  every  thiof 
that  lay  in  tlicir  way.  The  loss  of  the  garrison  in  this  afiair  was  only  one  kBied  and  two 
wounded,  one  mortally.  It  is  not  known  what  loss  the  enemy  sustained,  or  why  they  r»> 
treated  so  hastily.** 

Schoharie  was  organized  in  1788,  as  part  of  Albany  county:  it 
has  a  hillv  surface,  with  extensive  vallevs  on  the  Schoharie  and  Fox 
creeks.  The  Schoharie  creek,  at  this  place,  is  about  10  rods  wide, 
and  the  flats  on  its  borders  are  from  1  to  2  miles  wide  and  of  sur- 
passing fertility.     Pop.  5,532.     Schoharie  village,  the  county  leat. 


*  **  One  of  them/*  says  Col.  Stone,  in  his  Life  of  Brant,  "an  interesting  youn|^ 
whoae  name  yet  lives  in  story  among  her  own  mountains,  perceiving,  as  she  thought,  fymp* 
toms  of  fear  in  a  soldier  who  had  been  ordered  to  a  well  without  the  worke,  and  witkii 
range  of  Uia  enemy*8  fire,  for  water,  snatched  the  bucket  from  his  hands,  and  nn  Ibnh  kt 
it  herself.  Without  changing  color,  or  giving  the  alightoat  evidence  of  leer,  she  draw  ui 
brought  bucket  after  bucket  to  the  thiiaty  aoldicra,  and  providentially  eaceped  without  ia 
jury." 
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SoudUaat  view  in  the  central  part  of  Schoharie. 

Kes  on  the  flats,  near  the  junction  of  Schoharie  and  Fox  creeks,  32 
miles  W.  of  Albany.  It  contains  about  100  dwellings,  the  county 
buildings,  1  Lutheran  and  1  Dutch  Refonned  church,  and  an  acn- 
demy.  The  above  engraving  is  a  SW.  view  in  the  central  part 
of  the  village  :  the  courthouse,  a  stone  building  3  stories  high,  is  seen 
on  the  right ;  the  Lutheran  church  and  the  academy  in  tlio  distaDce. 

"Id  die  rear  1709,  >  number  of  funiliei  frDm  the  PaUlinatn  in  Gcrmanf,  indured  by 
the  libvnl  otfera  mido  b;  Queen  Anne,  embarked  fur  New  York,  and  baring  proceeded  up 
die  HndaoQ  as  far  an  Albany,  landed,  and  eelvcterl  a  few  of  tbeir  number  to  chonM  ■  pises 
fcr  •  aenjemenl.  Of  ihesr,  some  went  to  Schenvciady,  >nd  thence  np  the  Muhiwk, 
wben  a  settlement  nf  Germani  bad  been  Ibnncd  a  few  yran  previous :  rhe  olhen,  heuing 
«f  m  beatitifiil  counUy  (o  ibe  louliiwest,  penemied  the  wildeniess  in  that  dirsRlion;  snd 
■ftar  travelling-  [hroiwfi  ■  hilly,  and  in  soms  pans  moantainoui  country,  ariiTed  (he  sscond 
day  on  the  height  of  land  eait  of  the  Schoharis  creek. 

"  Hero  a  scene  of  eitraordinary  beauty,  and  lo  them  entirely  new,  barsl  upon  their  si^hL 
At  dieir  feel,  and  fii  below  thetn,  was  a  plain  of  limited  extent,  emboaomed  by  bilh,  in 
■dme  places  rising  sbrupily  to  the  height  of  1000  feet,  ind  in  othem  of  mora  gentle  sieeni, 
•nd  broken  by  deep  rsfines.  The  declivity  of  the  hill*  wss  covered  with  a  itinted  growth 
of  oak,  too  scanty  lo  hide  even  from  s  distant  view  the  rock*  smid  which  ihey  grew,  and 
Ibnning  ■  atriking  eontrast  with  the  stalely  forest  and  luiuiiani  vegelition  of  the  plain  be- 
low. Tbo  TsDey  had  ben  partially  cleared,  and  the  altemals  spots  of  woodland  snd 
meadow,  intenpeiaed  with  eiiunpa  of  tree*,  added  Tsrieiy  and  rinhnesa  to  the  landscsp*. 
Along  its  weslem  hoimdaiy  ran  the  Scht^arie  crsek,  now  washing  the  base  of  the  hill, 
■ow  meandering  through  the  flata;  its  cuurte  marked  ihrotigh  the  woodland*  by  the  d»rp 
■leen  of  the  trees  along  ita  bank,  and  through  the  meadow*  by  the  elms  thai  lined  its  bor. 
3en ;  someCiuies  its  course  wss  hidden  from  the  view  by  the  diick  foliage,  and  again,  ai  ila 
dwnnel  spresd  out  wider,  nr  iu  coune  inclined  lo  the  east,  ila  elmr  waters  ware  seen  glii. 
lOTing  in  iImi  snnbesms.  Ko  bices  of  sny  ocenpania  of  this  valley  wer«  seen,  eieept  hers 
and  there  the  ruins  of  a  deeened  wigwam. 

"  The  tnvcllets  returned  to  Albany,  and  gave  hi  flallering  sn  aeeonni  of  the  country 
iridch  Ibey  bad  vialed,  Ihst  the  whole  eompany  aiarled  immrdiaiely  (m  Hiihuharir,  wilhoril 
wailing  for  the  return  of  their  friend*  from  die  Mohawk.  The  pisre  'hiry  r.hiiai-  in  a  set. 
Oement  had  formerly  been  occupied  by  a  part  of  Ihs  Mohswk  inbc  of  Indismi  but  thsy 
kad  meet  of  them  now  left  iL  The  ssttisn  were  illy  provided  with  implsmenl*  <•!  hoa. 
tandry,  and  widi  many  of  ths  nereames  of  life,  which  wants  warn  Mrvrirly  fell  duriiic 
■any  rsstL     Whether  ihey  psid  lbs  Mohawlw  an  B|Hivskul  fur  ilie  Isnd,  uwliir'Ki  dim 
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from  ^▼ernment  A  commianon  was  sent  to  grant  them  a  title  in  the  name  of  the  crown, 
and  to  extend  to  them  the  protection  of  the  laws.  Beliering  this  to  be  a  pretence  for  ex. 
acting  taxes  from  them,  and  romembering  their  former  oppression,  they  drorre  off  the  com. 
miwionerB,  and  refused  to  accept  his  proposals.  A  part  left  the  aettlement,  and  went  op 
the  Mohawk,  and  the  remainder  were  finally  prevailed  upon  by  threats  and  pemiaaon  to 
accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  government  agent.** — ArmaU  of  Dryon  cautUy. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  pamphlet  publication  by  Mr. 
John  M.  Brown,  entitled  "  A  brief  sketch  of  the  first  settlement  of 
the  county  of  Schoharie  by  the  Germans,"  published  in  1823. 

**  Schoharie  was  first  inhabited  by  a  French  Indian  prisoner,  married  to  a  Mohawk  aquir. 
His  name  was  Karigondonte,  whose  fathcr.in.law  sent  him  there,  for  fear  that  the  Mohawk 
Indians  would  kill  him  when  they  got  drunk,  and  gave  him  land,  as  the  Mohawk  bon  a 
great  enmity  to  the  French.  Other  Indians,  Mohawk,  Mohegan,  Diacarora,  Deliwan,  aad 
Oneidas,  flocked  to  him,  so  that  he  increased  to  a  nation  about  300  atroog,  and  oatihliih 
ed  chiefii  among  them ;  who  then  pretended  to  be  tlie  owners  of  all  that  VHt  leuilui|  of 
land,  and  granted  conveyances  thereof. 

**  Queen  Anne  having  intended  to  settle  America,  sent  her  agent  to  parcfaaae  bad  from 
the  natives ;  for  which  purpose  slie  sent  messengers  to  Germany,  to  imite  people  to  coiBe 
over  and  settle,  and  promised  that  they  should  have  the  land  they  poawnwed,  five.  la  con. 
aequence  whereof,  many  came  over ;  and  a  purchase  was  made,  beginning  near  fidk  Sdio. 
harie  creek,  at  high.water  mark  of  the  big  Schoharie  river,  and  at  an  oak  atomp,  bnmeil 
out  hollow  by  the  Indiana  to  serve  for  stamping  their  com ;  where  a  atone  heap  was  erected 
which  stands  to  this  day.  The  Indian  seal  of  a  turtle  and  a  snake  waa  cut  on  the  stnoitS 
^ere  I  must  digress  a  little,  and  mention  that  the  said  stump  or  stamp  block,  served  ibe 
Germans  for  their  first  grist-mill,)  from  thence  down  to  the  north,  including  all  the  low  land 
on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  for  the  space  of  about  eight  miles,  containing  20,000  acres. 

**....  Now  being  safe  arrived,  in  the  first  week  after  three  children  were  bom,  namely, 
Johanes  Earhart,  Wilhelmus  Bouck,  and  Elizabeth  Lawyer ;  they  found  the  land  good,  and 
much  of  the  flats  clear.  The  Indians,  who  were  all  the  people  they  found,  having  shifted, 
they  went  to  work  and  planted  com,  which  they  got  of  the  natives ;  and  in  working  d» 
ground  with  their  broad  hoes,  they  found  a  potatoclike  root,  which  they  called  earth^aconi: 
also  another,  they  called  earth-beans,  which  they  cooked  or  roasted,  and  so  served  them 
for  food. 

"  In  the  fall  of  1713,  Lambert  Sterabergh  carried  a  spint  of  wheat  along  the  Indian  foot 
path  from  Schenectady  to  Schoharie ;  there  sowed  or  rather  planted  it  over  more  than  ao 
acre  of  ground,  which  grew  well ;  and  the  next  year  he  reaped  and  threshed  it,  and  meas- 
ured 83  skipple  out  of  it.  This  was  the  first  wheat  ever  raised  in  Schoharie  ;  and  by  aboat 
40  years  after,  it  was  reckoned  that  one  year  in  another,  they  carried  36,000  ?kipp>, 
[27,000  bushels,]  to  Albany. 

**  Now  the  new  inhabitants  soon  began  to  think  themselves  well  off.  By  tlieir  induftry, 
and  great  fertility  of  the  soil,  they  soon  got  plenty  to  eat — wore  moggisins,  buckskia 
breeches  and  jackets  of  leather,  which  they  plentifully  obtained  of  the  Indians.  Nine  of 
them  owned  the  first  horse,  which  was  a  gniy.  But  now  a  new  and  very  great  difficulty 
was  felt :  they  had  no  grist-mills,  no  teams,  no  horses,  no  roads  fit  for  passage,  but  Indian 
foot.paths.  They  stamped,  and  also  peeled  their  com  by  help  of  lye,  and  then  cooked  it 
to  eat.  Their  wheat  they  carried  to  Schenectady  to  grind,  a  space  of  19  miles,  ever)'  maa 
about  a  skipple  to  his  load :  sometimes  there  wuuld  go  30  in  a  drove,  often  men  and  «o> 
men  together.  This  they  had  to  do  for  3  or  four  years,  until  a  grisuinill  waa  built  by  one 
William  Fox. 

"  By  now,  the  people  began  to  think  themselves  very  well  off,  having  plenty  to  eat, 
began  to  have  stock — used  horses--madc  their  own  block  sleighs  for  use  at  home,  and 
wooden  shod  sleighs  to  go  to  Albany ;  but  knew  of  no  britsh  collars,  (which  were  aa 
invention  of  Schenectady ;)  made  a  trip  to  Albany — ^back  again  in  5  days.  Their  wagoM 
for  summer  use,  were  made  of  blocks  sawed  off,  of  a  thick  water  beech  tree,  which  we 
now  call  button.wood." 

The  following  is  nn  eastern  view  of  the  old  stone  church  situated 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  courthouse  in  Schoharie,  which  was  used 
as  a  fort  during  the  revolutionary  war.  The  view  i!»  taken  frorat 
painting  executed  about  17  years  since,  and  now  in  the  possession  d 
Henry  Hamilton,  Esq.,  of  Schoharie.     Since  that  time  the  chuitk 
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Ancient  atone  church  in  Schoharie. 


baa  been  somewhat  altered,  a  tower  having  been  erected  in  the  place 
of  the  spire.  It  is  very  antiquated  in  its  appearance.  On  many  of 
the  stones  are  carved  varions  names,  supposed  to  be  those  of  personi 
who  contributed  towards  its  erection.  In  ancient  times  this  church 
■was  surrounded  with  a  picket  fence.  When  Sir  John  Johnson  rav- 
aged the  Mohawk  valley  in  1780.  he  visited  Schoharie,  end  after 
nuking  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  the  Middle  Fort,  he  proceeded  to 
the  Lower  Fort,  as  this  church  was  caUed. 

"When  (hey  urived  it  the  Low<t  Fott,  they  ihDWcd  litlte  diiponlian  lo  aluck  it, 
.  allbougfa  its  gUTiaon  did  not  imount  lo  100  men.  They  tepualcd  into  two  diviiiont,  the 
Ngnlu  (roapa  marching  along  Ihe  bank  of  lh«  creak,  and  the  Indiana  tiling  off  (boul  half  • 
Btile  U>  ilie  eaat  of  the  fori.  The  regulan  fired  a  few  cannon-ahol  wilhoat  etTecl,  one  tmljr 
lodging  in  the  comer  uf  the  church  ;■  and  then,  after  sinking  one  of  ihetr  field-piecas  in  k 
monn,  marched  round  lo  the  north  of  the  fort,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  Indiana. 
Hmo  they  lired  a  few  aliot  with  amall-anna,  and  a  few  of  the  Indians  approaclied  near 
•DOngh  to  throw  Iheir  bnJlets  iaio  ihe  lower  of  (he  church,  where  some  marksmen  had 
been  stationed.  A  discharge  of  grape  from  the  fort  drove  ihem  back,  and  ihey  eonlinoed 
theirmarchthrottgh  the  woods  10  Fort  Hunter,  on  the  Mohawk,  near  the  mouth  trf' Schobaii* 
•reek,  where  ibey  aniTed  after  dark. 

■'lie  beautiful  valley  ofSchoharie  creek  presented  a  aeeiw  of  devaatalion,  an  Ihe  nifbt 
of  dte  ITlh  of  October,  not  easily  descnbed.  Honaea.  bama,  and  numeroua  aticka  of  haf 
nid  gnin,  were  consumed ;  domestic  animala  lay  dead  everywhere  over  the  fields ;  a  bw 
Wliliiigs  belonging  to  the  royahaiB  had  been  spared,  but  the  militia,  sallying  out,  set  fire  lA 
ttein  in  revenge.  After  the  burning  of  Schoharie,  ihis  eetilemeni  ceased  to  be  ao  much  aa 
•bject  of  lory  vengeance:  and  during  the  yean  1781  and  1783,  though  th»re  wore  frequent 
III-""-  little  damage  was  dona  by  the  anemy.  The  Indiana  appeared  once  in  considerabU 
nmihers  at  Cobbleakill,  homed  a  few  buildinga,  killed  one  man,  and  carried  off  Gva  priaoo. 
Ma;  bat  the  body  of  the  inhabitanla  had  taken  refuge  in  a  fort  whioh  they  had  built  on  iMr 
SMom  baa  Schoharie  in  17B1,  and  were  safe."— ..litMb  e/  Tryn  CWmtjr. 

Esperance,  8  miles  N.  of  Schoharie  courthouse,  is  a  village  of 
•bout  70  dwellings.  Sioansville,  Gallupville,  and  Sinithvjlle,  ore 
wnall  villages  or  iwideiiients  in  this  town. 
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Seward  was  formed  from  the  south  part  of  Sharon  in  1840 ;  cen- 
trally distant  from  Schoharie  NW.  20  miles.  Pop.  2,086.  Gard- 
nersville  and  Hynesville  are  the  names  of  the  post-offices.  In  July, 
1781,  a  battle  was  fought  in  this  town  between  the  Americans  and  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  prmcipally  Indians,  under  the  command  of  a  lory 
by  the  name  of  John  Doxtader. 


**  Col.  Willet,  who  now  commanded  at  Fort  Plain,  iu  July  sent  Lieut.  Gras,  with  36 
as  a  Bocret  scout,  into  Durlagh,  now  the  town  of  Sharon,  [within  the  limits  of  the  new  towa 
of  SewaidJ  in  Schoharie  county.  They  discovered,  near  the  borders  €i  that  aectlenieiit,  sa 
Indian  trail,  and  followed  it  in  the  direction  the  Indians  had  gone.  The  scout  fitD  in  fls 
alonsaide  oif  the  path  made  by  the  Indians,  and  by  this  means  ascertained  that  lbs  tee 
of  the  enemy  was  Tery  considerable.  Three  men  were  sent  on  to  make  further  diseovericc 
After  pumiing  the  trail  a  short  distance,  they  arrived  upon  the  borders  of  a  tfudt  eedsr 
swamp,  5  or  6  miles  NE.  of  Cherry  Valley;  here  they  found  the  camp  of  the  eneny,  ia 
which  a  few  aentinels  only  were  stationed.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  were  oei  oa 
some  expedition.  One  of  the  men  stole  up  and  took  a  blanket  from  beneath  a  leiitt  wi^ 
out  being  discovered.  Haviog  made  the  neceosary  observations,  they  followed  the  iiiBsin 
der  of  tiM  seout  back  to  Fort  PUdn.  It  was  almost  night  when  the  seoat  anived,  bat  CoL 
WilkBt  added  70  men,  and  ordered  an  immediate  march.  They  were  joined  by  Mifw 
Robert  McKean,  with  about  30  men,  making  their  force  150.  McKean  inffufisd  CoL 
Willet  diat  the  enemy  were  about  900  strong,  principally  Indiana,  under  the  <^«""»*"^  of  a 
tory,  by  the  name  of  John  Doxtader— «fid  that  the  day  previous  they  had  deeiroyed  Cuny. 
town,  a  small  settlement  near  the  Mohawk,  a  short  distance  above  Sdieneetady.  The  night 
was  very  dark,  and  there  was  no  road,  nothing  but  a  path  through  the  wooda.  Aboat 
daylight  they  came  in  sight  of  the  camp.  A  scout  sent  forward  reported  that  the  eaemj 
had  just  returned.  Col.  willet  drew  up  his  men  in  two  parallel  lines,  and  then  ordert4 
them  to  fall  back  and  conceal  themselves  behind  the  trees.  His  plan  was  favored  by  the 
thick  cedar  swamp  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy's  camp.  Miyor  McKean  with  50  am 
occupied  the  right,  and  Col.  Willet  commanded  the  left  body,  comptosed  of  his  100  bmb. 
Two  men  were  then  sent  forward  to  pass  over  a  piece  of  open  ground  in  sight  of  the 
enemy.  When  discovered  they  were  directed  to  lead  in  between  the  two  Imes.  The  ex- 
pectations of  Col.  Willet  were  realized ;  the  Indians,  as  soon  as  they  saw  these  men,  raiMd 
their  war^sry  and  commenced  an  immediate  pursuit.  As  they  followed  in,  the  troops  of 
Major  McKean  opened  a  galling  and  destructive  fire  upon  them,  which  was  warmly 
seconded  by  Col.  Willet's  men  on  the  left.  The  Indians  were  beaten  at  their  own  game; 
they  sought  shelter  behind  the  trees,  but  were  driven  back  and  routed  at  the  point  of  die 
bayonet.  Col.  Willet  led  the  van,  and  waving  his  hat,  cheered  on  his  men.  The  camp 
of  the  enemy  and  all  their  plunder  was  taken.  They  retreated  down  towards  the  Susqne> 
hannah,  and  were  pursued  with  considerable  loss.  Shortly  after  the  first  fire.  Major  McKeaa 
received  two  severe  wounds,  but  he  continued  his  command  until  the  rout  of  Ae  enemy 
was  complete.  His  faithful  soldiers  carried  him  back  to  Fort  Plain,  where  he  survived  bat 
a  day  or  two.  The  victory  was  deariy  won  by  the  loss  of  this  brave  and  hardy  chieftaia.* 
^-AnnaU  of  Tryon  County, 

Sharon,  taken  from  Schoharie  in  1797;  from  Albany  40  mifefc 
Pop.  2,520.  Sharon,  20  NW.,  and  Leesville  24  mUes  from  Schoharie, 
are  small  villages. 

Summit,  taken  from  Cobelskill  and  Jefferson  in  1819  ;  from  Albany 
52  miles.  This  township  comprises  the  highest  mountains  in  the 
county,  forming  part  of  the  water  shed  between  the  Susquehannah  dni 
Mohawk  rivers.  Summit  Comers,  20  SW.,  and  Charlotteville»  25 
miles  from  Schoharie,  are  small  settlements.     Pop.  2,009. 
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SENECA  COUNTY. 

Sbneca  county  was  taken  from  Cayuga  in  1804;  since  which 
other  counties  have  been  formed  from  it  Its  greatest  len^h  N.  and 
S.  is 36  miles ;  medium  width,  12.  Centrally  distant  fromNew  York 
317,  from  Albany  172  miles.  The  land  rises  gently  from  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  lakes,  and  the  whole  county  is  pleasantly  diversified  with 
hills  and  vales.  The  soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain, 
grasses,  and  fruit  trees,  being  principally  a  vegetable  mould  of  calca- 
reous loam.  There  is  no  stream  of  importance  excepting  the  outlet 
of  the  Seneca  lake,  which  from  Waterloo  to  Seneca  lake  furnishes 
much  hydraulic  power.  The  lands  of  this  county  formed  part  of  the 
militarv  tract,  and  the  titles  therefore  are  derived  from  the  state 
through  patents  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  The  Erie  canal 
just  touches  upon  the  county  in  the  NE.  part,  in  the  town  of  Tyre. 
The  Auburn  and  Rochester  railroad  passes  through  the  towns  of 
Waterioo  and  Seneca  Falls.  The  county  is  divided  into  10  towns. 
Pop.  24,868. 

Covert,  taken  from  Ovid  in  1817 ;  from  Albany  177,  from  Ovid 
8K  9  miles.    Pop.  1,744.    Covert  is  a  small  village. 

Fayette,  originally  named  Washington,  and  taken  from  Romulus 
in  1800;  from  Albany  178  miles.  Pop.  3,902.  West  Fayette,  Car 
noffa,  and  Bearysville,  are  small  villages.  Waterloo  village  lies  par- 
tiaJly  in  this  town. 

Junius,  taken  from  Fayette  in  1803;  from  Albany  173  miles. 
Pop.  1,594.  Dublin  is  a  small  settlement  7  miles  northwest  from 
Waterloo. 

LoDi,  taken  from  Covert  in  1826 ;  from  Albany  176  miles.  Pop. 
2^288.  Lodi  village,  4  miles  S.  from  Ovid  village,  has  about  35 
dwellings.     Townsendville  and  Ingersoll's  Store  are  post-offices. 

OviD,  organized  in  1789;  bounds  since  altered;  from  Albany  171 
faniles.  Pop.  2,719.  Ovid,  the  half-shire  seat,  is  about  17  miles  SE. 
of  Waterloo.  It  is  delightfully  situated  on  the  Newburg  turnpike. 
The  village  commands  a  view  of  a  large  part  of  both  lakes,  and  of 
portions  of  9  adjoining  counties,  the  land  rising  gradually  to  it  from 
the  lakes,  rich,  arable,  and  finely  cultivated  in  farms.  There  is  here 
1  Presbyterian  and  1  Methodist  church,  a  flourishing  academy,  and 
l^bout  100  dwelling.  Farmersville,  7  miles  SE.  from  Ovid  village, 
'  lias  about  40  dwelhngs. 

RoBcuLus  was  organized  in  1789 ;  from  Waterloo  centrally  distant 
S.  13  miles.  Romulus,  Hoytes,  and  Bayleytown,  are  small  settle* 
ments ;  the  latter  of  which  is  upon  Seneca  lake,  opposite  Dresden^ 
where  there  is  a  ferry.    Pop.  2,066. 

Sbneca  Falls  was  taken  from  Junius  in  1825.  It  is  intersected 
centrally  by  the  outlet  of  Seneca  Lake.  Pop.  4,101.  Seneca  Falls: 
village  is  4  miles  E.  of  Waterloo,  1 1  from  Geneva,  3  W.  of  Cayuga 
bridge,  85  finom  Utica,  and  167  from  Albany.    This  is  a  flourishing 
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village,  coDtaining  between  400  and  500  dweUin^  1  Baptist,  1  Pm- 
bylerian,  1  Episcopal,  1  Methodist,  and  L  Catholic  church,  an  aeade- 
mv,  and  S  newspaper  printing  eslabliBhmenta.  There  is  at  this  place 
a  heavy  water-power  of  47  feet  over  4  dams,  putting  in  operation  7 
extensive  flouT-mills,  besides  quite  a  number  of  other  mills  and  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  above  engraving  is  an  eastern  view 
of  the  vulage,  the  river,  and  the  Cayuga  and  S^ieca  canai,  with  one 
of  the  locks,  &;c. 

The  first  settlers  at  this  place  were  Horatio  Jones  and  Lawrence 
Van  Clief,  who  fixed  their  residence  here  shortly  after  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  Van  Clief  was  a  soldier  in  Sullivan's  expedition.  The 
village  of  Seneca  Falls  was  founded  in  181 5,  by  Col.  M ynderse,  who 
settled  here  in  1795,  and  built  the  first  flouring  mills  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  In  1827,  the  village  contained  only  365  inhabitants. 
Bridgeport,  formerly  called  West  Cayuga,  at  the  W.  end  of  Cayuga 
bridge,  was  formerly  a  place  of  some  business,  but  at  present  is  in  a 
decayed  state,  the  canals  having  diverted  its  trade  to  other  places. 
In  1786,  James  Bennet  settled  at  this  spot,  and  in  connection  with 
Col.  John  Harris,  on  the  opposite  side  of^  the  lake,  kept  a  ferry  here, 
which  was  of  great  importance  to  the  early  settlers  at  the  west 

Tyke  was  taken  from  Junius  in  1839,  centrally  distant  from  Wa- 
terloo NE.  6,  and  from  Albany  171  miles.  Pop.  1,507.  It  has  a  levd 
surface,  and  that  part  of  the  town  bordering  on  the  Clyde  and  Seneca 
rivers  is  marshy. 

Vahick,  taken  from  Romulus  in  1830.  Pop,  1,971.  It  is  centrally 
situated  13  miles  S.  from  Waterloo,  Varick  is  the  name  of  the 
poBt-ofHce.     North  Romulus,  and  Romulusville  are  small  settlements. 

Waterloo  was  taken  from  Junius  in  1839.  It  has  a  level  surface 
and  fertile  soil.  Pop.  3,026.  The  flourishmg  village  of  Waterloo  ii 
situated  on  the  Seneca  outlet  and  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  canal,  4 
miles  from  Seneca  Falls  village,  7  from  Geneva,  and  167  from  Albs- 
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South  view  of  the  courthouse  in  Waterloo. 

It  was  founded  in  1815,  by  the  late  Elisha  Williams,  of  Colum- 
.  county,  and  was  made  a  haif-shire  village  in  1822.  It  contains 
Hit  300  dwellings,  4  churches — viz,  1  Episcopal,  I  Methodist,  I 
Sflhyterian,  and  1  Baptist — and  about  2,000  inhabitants.  With  the 
lage  of  Seneca  Falls,  Waterloo  possesses  the  advantage  of  the 
3ral  canal  uniting  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  with  the  Erie 
lal.  The  water  Tor  the  mills  at  this  place  is  taken  from  the  river 
t  canal,  and  used  under  a  head  of  15  feet  The  above  engrav- 
'  ia  a  south  view  of  the  courthouse,  built  chiefly  at  the  exjpense  of 
issrs.  E.  Williams  and  R.  Swift,  the  former  proprietors  of  the  soil 
which  the  village  is  erected. 


STEUBEN  COUNTY. 

^rauBEN  coDN-n-,  named  in  honor  of  Major-General  Frederick 
iliam  Baron  de  Steuben,  the  celebrated  tactician  of  the  revolu- 
lary  army,  was  taken  from  Ontario  in  1796;  boundaries  since 
cb  altered;  from  Albany  centrally  distant  SW.  316  miles,  from 
w  York  W.  220 ;  length  and  breadth  40  miles.  The  surface  is 
■ken  and  hilly,  if  not  inauntalnous.  Along  the  rivers,  the  general 
lect  of  the  county  is  uninviting,  except  that  in  some  parts  the  allu- 
1  flats  are  extensive  and  rich.  The  river  hills  are  rocky,  precipitous, 
i  covered  with  evergreens ;  but  the  upland  plains  have  a  rich 
fiety  of  trees,  and  fertile  tracts  principally  of  clayey  loam.  The 
dea  of  the  county  are  lumber,  grain,  cattle,  and  wool.  The  lum- 
(mg  is  the  chief  business  of  the  southern  towns ;  but  as  the  coun- 
'  it  cleared  of  its  forests,  agriculture  rises  in  importance.  Chemung 
-er  is  the  great  stream  of  the  county  j  it  was  called  by  the  Senecaa 
monque,  "  horn  in  the  water."  Its  flats  are  said  to  be  superior  in 
-tOity  to  the  Mohawk.    This  county,  excepting  the  town  of  Reading 
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on  the  weatem  ihore  of  the  Seneca  lake,  was  included  in  the  exUfr 
sive  cession  of  New  York  to  Massachusetts,  and  passed  from  thtl 
state,  throueh  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham  and  Robert  Morris,  to  Sir 
William  PuTteney.  It  was  mostly  settled  by  Peonsylvanians,  except- 
ing Pratts burg,  which  was  settled  by  New  Englanders.  The  couniy 
is  divided  into  27  towns.     Pop.  45,985. 

Addison,  originally  named  Middletown,  was  organized  in  179& 
This  town  waa  settled  in  1793.  Its  early  inhabitants  attended  church 
at  Canandaigua,  80  miles  distant.  Addison  village,  16  miles  S.  Iroin 
Ijath,  has  about  40  dwellings.  Kathbunvillc  is  the  name  of  a  post- 
office.     Pop.  1,919. 

Bath,  organized  in  1796;  limits  since  much  altered;  from  IVew 
York  NW.  220,  from  Albany  SW.  216  miles.  Avoca,  Kenadaville, 
and  Mud  Creek,  are  small  settlements  in  this  town.  Pop.  4.79G. 
Bath,  the  county  scat,  on  the  bank  of  the  Conhocton*  river,  and  11 
tniiesnorthof  iheN.  York  and  Eric  railroad,  is  one  of  the  most  pleas- 
ant villages  in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  The  public  square,  laid 
out  in  1792  by  Capt.  Charles  Williamson,  has  the  county  and  othei 
public  buildings,  and  several  elegant  private  mansions. 
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View  of  the  east  side  of  Pultettet/  Square,  Bath. 

The  above  view  of  the  eastern  side  of  the  square,  shows  on  the  right 
the  Presbyterian  church,  built  in  1822,  being  the  first  buildinc  erectej 
with  a  steeple  in  the  county.  The  one  on  the  left  is  the  EpiscnpaL 
There  are  in  the  village  also,  a  courthouse,  prison,  a  bank,  a  Metho 
dist  church,  and  about  200  dwellings.  "Bath  was  first  settled  in 
1793,  by  Capt.  Charles  Williamson,  the  first  agent  of  Sir  William 
Pulteney,  after  whom  the  public  square  was  named.  Sir  William, 
who  was  a  noted  English  wnig,  was  a  large  proprietor  in  this  vicinity. 

■Coahocton,  in  the  Scncvn  knguags,  moaiu  "treca  in  tbc  wuer." 
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Oqyt  WiOiainwm*!  party  came  here  from  Winiamspartin  Foimiylvap 
ina,  and  were  oblufed  to  cot  a  road  all  the  way  tnrough  the  fmat 
In  1795,  Capt  WilTiamson  established  a  theatre  at  this  place.  Me  ia 
represented  to  have  been  a  scientific  man,  of  liberal  and  extended  views. 
Subsequently  he  was  appointed  governor  of  one  of  the  West  India 
islands ;  but  died  on  his  passage  thither.  As  early  as  1796,  the  va- 
rious settlements  in  this  region  began  to  exhibit  an  appearance  of 
respectability  rarely  instanced  in  so  new  a  country.  A  printing 
office  was  then  established  here,  and  a  newspaper  printed,  entitled  the 
Bath  Gazette.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Bath  and  8  miles  around 
numbered  800.  There  were  also  2  schools,  1  grist-mill  and  6  saw* 
mills. 

The  following,  respecting  the  early  history  of  this  place  is  extract- 
ed from  the  Travels  of  Maude,  an  English  gentlemen,  who  visited 
this  region  about  the  year  1800. 

**  Bath,  which  now  contains  about  40  families,"  sajrs  this  tFaveller,  **  was  laid  oat  in  1799; 
the  aanie  year  that  Cspt  Williamson  forc<Mi  a  passsge  to  this  till  then  unknown  conntijr, 
thruogh  a  length  of  wilderness  which  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  woodmen  coold  not 
be  tampted  to  Mfifl  him  to  explore ;  tempted  by  an  offer  of  mora  thsn  5  times  the  amooBt 
of  their  usual  wages.  Capt.  Williamson  was  then  sccompanied  by  his  friend  and  relative, 
Mr.  Johnstone,  and  a  servant — afterward  a  backwoodsman,  was  prevailed  on  to  join  th« 
party.  It  was  not  till  1795  that  this  country  could  supply  its  inhabitants  with  food ;  for  till 
tlwn,  tiieir  flour  was  brought  from  Northumberiand,  anid  their  pork  from  Philsdelplda ;  yet, 
so  rapidly  has  the  spirit  of  improvement  gone  forth  in  this  country,  so  sadklenly  has  plortir 
hont  Ibrdi  where  so  late  was  fomine,  and  so  quick  the  change  of  scene  from  daik  taiu|iaii 
faiwa  (whose  deathJike  silence  yielded  to  the  growl  of  bears,  the  howl  of  wolves,  andtho 
vott  of  aof^gos)  to  smiling  fields,  to  flocks  and  herds,  and  to  the  busy  hum  of  men,  that 
WIbmI  of  being  indebted  to  others  for  their  support,  they  will  henceforth  annually  sm»ply 
tho  low  eonntry,  Baltimore  especially,  with  many  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  head  of 
caOlo.  On  Ci^it.  WiUiamson's  first  arrival,  where  now  is  Bath,  he  buUt  a  small  log.hut  for 
bii  vib  and  family.  If  a  stranger  came  to  visit  him,  he  built  up  a  little  nook  fw  him  tt> 
pat  Ui  bod  in*  In  a  little  time,  a  boarded  or  frame  house  was  built  to  the  lefl  of  the  hat ; 
tfaii  wim  waa  intended  but  as  a  temporary  residence,  though  it  then  appeared  a  palaeo. 
I&  araaont  residence,  a  very  commodious,  roomy,  and  well-planned  house,  is  situated  ok 

dM  n^  of  where  stood  the  hut  long  since  consigned  to  the  kitchen  fire Bath  is  tho 

copiw  of  Steuben  county,  which  county  contains  at  present  (1800)  about  900  fomiHso. 
Oa  iho  first  settlement  of  the  country  these  mountainous  districts  were  thought  so  onfovor. 
•I^r  of  when  eomparad  with  die  rich  flats  of  Ontario  county,  (or  the  Greneeee  country,)  fbit 
nous  of  the  solders  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  establish  themselves  here  till  Capt.  lll^lliani. 
sea  biiOMlf  set  the  eiarople,  saying,  *  As  Nature  hss  done  so  much  for  the  nordiera  plaiMt 
I  win  do  sotnothing  for  these  southern  mountains  ;*  though  the  troth  of  the  esse  was,  that 
Copt.  Williamson  saw  very  deariy,  on  his  first  visit  to  the  country,  that  the  Susqnehannah 
and  not  the  Mohawk  would  be  its  best  friend.  Even  now  it  hss  proved  so ;  for  at  this  day 
(1800)  a  boahel  of  wheat  is  better  worth  91,00  at  Bath  dian  60  cents  at  Greneva.  TUi 
diflereiieo  wiU  grow  wider  every  year ;  for  litde,  if  any,  additional  improvement  can  bo 
■ado  in  the  water  eommnnicatioa  with  New  York,  while  that  to  Baltimore  will  admit  of 
very  extensive  and  sdvantsgeoos  ones.  Its  present  eflSxis  are  those  of  a  child,  oonparsd 
wioi  the  manly  atrength  it  will  soon  assume.  I  visited  Cspt.  Williamson's  mills,  a  fitdo 
woot  of  Bath,  on  Conhoeton  creek,  which  before  the  winter  aeis  in  will  be  made  navigaUo 
IS  milea  higher  up;  at  least  a  former  there  promises  to  send  an  ark  down  fimn  thenoo  in 
the  spring  Should  he  succeed,  Capt.  Williamson  promisee  him  a  gift  of  90  acres  of  famd. 
TbsBOVigadoiiofths  Bosqaehannah  will  then  extend  to  within  6  nules  of  the  Cananda|gaa 


The  following  inscriptians  were  copied  from  monumentfl  in  ibm 
gi'tveyard  in  this  place. 
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«*  Gboisb  G.  Edwisbs,  died  Nor.  18th,  1837 ;  bom  at  Stockbridge,  Mam^  Sept.  98, 1787. 
—This  monument  records  the  affection  and  respect  of  the  Membeia  and  Court  of  the  Btt 
of  Steuben  county,  for  George  C.  Edwards. — Tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  just  Judge,  ai 
able  Lawyer,  a  good  citixen,  and  an  honest  man. — ^The  richest  legacy  to  le«Te  for  posttsity 
is  a  good  name.** 

**  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Duoald  Cameron,  a  natiye  of  Invemeashire,  Scotland,  and  a 
resident  of  this  his  adopted  country  from  1794  until  his  decease,  which  took  place  in  the 
city  of  Albany  whilst  there  as  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  on'  the  5th  of  Msrcb, 
1828,  aged  52  years.  In  his  death  the  church  was  deprived  of  a  liberal  donor,  the  pablie 
of  an  useful  and  faithful  representative,  the  poor  and  the  wayfaring  of  a  ready  and  beoetow 
lent  friend.^ — *  MariL  the  perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  ii 
peace.'  *' 

Bradford,  recently  formed;  from  Bath  centrally  distant  E.  13 
miles.    Jersey  is  the  post-office.     Pop.  1,545. 

Cameron,  taken  from  Addison  in  1622;  from  Bath  S.  8  miles. 
Pop.  1,349.  The  Canisteo  river,  which  name  in  the  Indian  tongue 
signifies  "  board  in  the  water,"  crosses  the  town.  Cameron  and  South 
Cameron  are  the  post-offices. 

Campbell,  taken  from  Hornby  in  1831 ;  from  Bath  SE.  11  miles. 
Fop.  850.  There  is  a  post-office  at  Campbelltown  viUage,  and  one 
at  Hammond's  mills. 

Canisteo,  organized  in  1796;  from  Albany  241,  from  Bath  SW. 
14  miles.  Pop.  941.  The  rich  flats  of  the  Canisteo  river  in  this 
town  are  about  half  a  mile  in  width.  This  was  the  first  settled  place 
in  the  county.  It  was  settled  in  1790,  by  Solomon  Bennett,  3  fiuni- 
lies  by  the  name  of  Stevens,  and  Capt  Jemison.  They  came  up  the 
Chemung  and  Canisteo  rivers  firom  Athens,  Pennsylvania.  Canisteo 
and  East  Canisteo  are  post-offices. 

Caton,  the  SE.  town  of  the  county,  recently  erected  from  Painted 
Post ;  centrally  distant  from  Bath  28  miles.     Pop.  797. 

CoNHocTON,  taken  firom  Bath  and  Dansville  in  1812  ;  from  Albany 
215,  from  Bath  NW.  16  miles.  Pop.  2,985.  Liberty  is  a  small  vil- 
la^ ;  Blood's  Cpmers  and  Patchin's  Mills  are  small  settlements. 

Dansville,  organized  in  1796 ;  since  altered  in  area ;  firoro  Albany 
240,  from  Bath  NW.  24  miles.  Pop.  2,725.  South  Dansville,  Ro- 
gersville,  Doty's  Comers,  and  De  Witts  Valley,  are  oost-officet. 

Erwin,  taken  from  Painted  Post  in  1826  ;  from  Albany  212,  from 
Bath  SE.  20  miles.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Conhocton  river  is  the 
small  village  of  Erwin,  upon  the  Great  Bend  and  Bath  turnpike. 
Upon  the  rivers  are  rich  alluvial  flats,  well  cultivated,  and  a  fine 
bridge  across  the  Conhocton  300  feet  long.  There  are  post-offices 
at  the  village  of  Erwin  and  Painted  Post     Pop.  782. 

The  celebrated  **  painted  pottt"  from  which  the  town  of  Painted  Poet  derived  iti  name, 
formeily  stood  upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  There  have  been  various  atones  in  relaiioQ  to 
its  origin ;  the  following  account  taken  from  the  narrative  of  the  captivity  and  sufierii^  of 
Gen.  Freegift  Patchin,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  a  party  of  Indians  under  Brant  dunqg 
the  revolution,  is  probably  correct.  **  Near  this,  wo  found  the  famous  PAINTED  P08^ 
which  LB  now  known  over  the  whole  continent,  to  those  convenant  with  the  early  hirtory 
of  our  country ;  the  origin  of  which  was  as  follows..  Whether  it  was  in  the  revohitwo,  or 
in  the  Dunmore  battles  with  the  Indians,  which  commenced  in  Viiginia,  or  in  the  Freoefc 
war,  I  do  not  know ;  an  Indian  chief,  on  this  spot^  had  been  victorious  in  battle,  kilM  tai 
took  prisoners  to  the  number  of  about  60.    This  event  he  celebrated  by  causing  a  tree  ii 
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■•  (akea  from  ilu  bttgt  and  hewed  four  aquuv,  punMd  nd,  end  the  nsmber  he  kiUad, 
rtich  wu  38,  repreacDted  uroa  the  poel  in  black  paiot,  without  en;  head*,  but  those  h* 
•ok  piianien,  which  waa  30,  wen  repmenled  with  heads  on  in  Mack  paint,  ai  the  othan. 
Mi  post  ha  ended,  and  Ihu  handed  down  to  poaleritf  an  iceooni  that  here  ■  battta  waa 
Mght  1  but  bf  whom,  and  who  the  auBeren  were,  La  covsred  in  darkneaa,  except  that  il 
ra*  belweea  the  whiiei  and  Indinm." 

Gke^nwood,  taken  from  Troupsburg  and  Caniateo  in  1837 ;  from 
Ubany  251 ;  from  Bath  SW.  26  miles.     Pop.  1,138. 

Hornby,  taken  from  Painted  Post  in  1636 ;  from  Albany  199,  from 
lath  SE.  20  miles.     Pop.  1,048. 

HoRNELLsviLLE,  taken  from  Canisteo  in  1820;  from  Albany  286. 
^p.  2,121.  Homellsville,  so  called  from  George  HomeU,  its  &rst 
ettler,  ties  on  a  branch  of  the  Canisteo  near  the  main  stream,  on  the 
oad  from  Bath  to  Angelica,  20  miles  W.  from  the  former,  and  on  the 
lite  of  the  New  York  and  Eric  railroad ;  it  contains  1  Presbyterian 
ad  1  Methodist  church,  and  about  50  dwellings.  Arkport,  on  the 
^isteo,  and  Purdy  creek,  are  poat-ofBces. 

HowAsn,  taken  from  Bath  and  Dansvillein  1812 ;  centrally  digtant 
V.  from  Bath  12  miles.  Bennet's  Flats,  post  village,  contains  3 
Jiurches,  an  academy,  and  about  40  dwellings.  The  names  of  the 
lott-oflices  are  Howard,  GofTs  Mills,  Towtesville,  and  Neil's  Creek. 
?l>p.  34250. 

jABrBK,  taken  from  Troupsburg  and  Canisteo  in  1827 ;  from  Bath 
i.  24  miles.     Pop.  1,187.     Adamsport  is  a  small  village. 

LiNDLEY,  recently  formed  from  Erwin ;  from  Bath  SE.  centrally 
liitant  24  miles.  Pop.  C38.  Erwin  Centre  and  Lindleytown  are 
lie  post  offices.     The  limits  of  the  town  were  early  settled.     At  this 


Early  method  vf  pomdng  com 

•nod  there  being  no  mills  in  this  section  for  grinding  the  grain  of  the 
ahkbitantB,  they  adopted  a  substitute  for  preparing  their  com,  not  uo- 
jominon  among  the  early  settlements  in  this  region.  The  above  is  a 
epresentation  of  this  metliod,  consisting  of  a  stump  hollowed  out  by 
in  u  a  mortar,  with  a  log  attached  to  the  end  of  a  young  sapling 
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bent  over  to  act  as  a  pestle.  This  process  was  slow  and  tedious,  il 
being  a  day's  work  to  convert  half  a  bushel  of  com  into  samp.  Tim 
settlers  who  owned  a  few  slaves  employed  them  in  this  dnidgery; 
hence  the  process  was  vulgarly  termed  "  niggering  com!* 

Orange,  with  Bradford,  until  recently  comprehended  one  town,  un- 
der the  name  of  Jersey ;  205  miles  from  Albany,  from  Bath  centrally 
distant  £.15  miles,  rop.  1,822.  Meads  Creek  and  Sugar  Hill  are 
names  of  post-offices. 

Painted  Post,  organized  in  1796 ;  from  Albany  210,  from  Bath 
centrally  distant  SE.  22  miles.  Pop.  1,672.  This  is  a  place  mock 
noted  in  the  early  history  of  this  section  of  the  country.  The  cele* 
brated  ** painted  post^  (for  the  history  of  which  see  Erwin  in  this 
county,)  from  which  the  place  derived  its  name,  stood  within  the  oU 
limits  of  this  town.  The  flats  on  the  Chemung  river  are  very  rich, 
and  the  adjoining  hills  covered  with  pine  forests.  The  navigaUs 
feeder  of  the  Chemung  canal  is  supplied  from  the  river  at  the  ''gAw- 
ney  narrow$r  so  called  frx>m  several  piles  of  rocks  rising  perpendio' 
ularly  in  various  places  from  the  hill-side,  and  having  the  appearanos 
of  chimnevs.  Within  two  miles  of  the  western  boundaiy  of  the 
town,  on  the  Great  Bend  and  Bath  road  and  north  bank  of  the  Che- 
mung river,  is  the  little  village  of  Centreville,  which  was  formeriv 
called  Painted  Post  This,  including  the  village  of  Knoxville,  ^nm 
which  it  is  nearlv  connected,  contains  100  dwellings.  The  line  of 
the  Erie  railroad  runs  in  the  valley  of  the  Chemung  river,  which  it 
the  village  of  Coming,  on  the  south  bank  of  this  stream,  is  intersected 
by  the  Coming  and  Blossburg  railroad,  communicating  with  the  c(mI 
mines  of  Pennsylvania.  ^ 

Prattsburo,  named  after  a  principal  proprietor,  was  taken  from 
Pulteney  in  1813 ;  from  Albany  202,  from  Bath  centrally  distant  N. 
14  miles.  Pop.  2,442.  Prattsburg  village  has  two  churches,  an  in- 
corporated academy,  and  about  80  dwellmgs. 

Fuii^TENEY,  taken  from  Bath  in  1808  ;  from  Albany  212,  from  Bath 
centrally  distant  NE.  18  miles.  Pop.  1,782.  Pulteney,  Peltonville, 
and  South  Pulteney,  are  post-offices. 

Reading,  the  NE.  town  of  the  countv,  was  taken  from  Fredericks* 
town,  then  Wayne,  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  186  miles.  Pop.  1,535. 
Irelandville,  24  miles  NE.  from  Bath,  has  about  50  dwellings.  Jefier- 
son  or  Savoy  village,  on  the  inlet  of  the  lake,  partly  in  Dix  of  Tioga 
county,  has  about  300  inhabitants.  Rock  Stream,  near  Seneca  lake, 
has  a  cascade  of  140  feet  There  is  a  post-office  called  North  Read- 
ing^ 

Troupsburg,  settled  in  1805 ;  taken  from  Middletown  and  Canisteo 
in  1808 ;  from  Albany  247,  and  frx>m  Bath  SW.  28  miles.  Pop^ 
1,172.     Troupsburg  and  West  Troupsburg  are  the  post-offices. 

Tyrone,  taken  from  Wayne  in  1822 ;  from  Albany  104,  from  Bath 
NE.  16  miles ;  settled  by  emiCTants  from  New  England,  New  Jeiv 
sey,  and  Orange  county,  New  York.  Tvrone,  Tobanna,  and  Pine 
Grove,  are  post-offices.     Pop.  2,098. 

Urbana,  taken  from  Bath  in  1822 ;  from  Albany  807,  centrally 
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itent  from  Bath  NE.  8  miles.  Pop.  1,889.  *"  At  the  head  of  tM 
rooked  Lake  Ues  the  flourishing  village  of  Hammondsport,  founded 
1826  by  Lazarus  Hammond,  containing  1  Presbyterian  and  1 
piscopal  church,  and  about  100  dwellings.  The  village  isfavora- 
f  situated  for  trade,  by  reason  of  the  Take.  It  must  become  the 
fri  of  the  county,  whence  much  of  its  exports  will  seek  a  market  in 
B  centre  of  the  state,  and  at  the  towns  on  the  Hudson  river.  A 
samboat  daily  plies  between  here  and  Penn  Yan,  the  capital  of 
ates  county ;  thence  the  Crooked  Lake  canal  leads  to  the  Seneca 
ike,  which  is  connected  with  the  Erie  canal  by  the  Seneca  and 
lyuga  canal,  by  which  route  there  is  an  uninterrupted  water  com- 
imication  with  New  York.**  Urbana,  Cold  Springs,  and  Mount 
'ashington,  are  the  names  of  the  post-offices. 
Wayne,  organized  in  1796,  under  the  name  of  Frederickstown ; 
nits  and  name  since  altered ;  from  Albany  199  miles.  Pop.  1,377. 
''ayne,  post  village,  at  the  north  end  of  Little  Lake,  18  miles  NE. 
>m  Bath,  has  about  40  dwellings.  There  is  a  post-office  at  Wayne 
Mir  Comers. 

Wheeler,  taken  from  Bath  and  Prattsburg  in  1820 ;  from  Albany 
O,  from  Bath  N.  10  miles.  Pop.  1,305.  Wheeler  and  West  Ur- 
jia  are  post-offices. 

WooDHULL,  taken  from  Troupsburg  and  Addison  in  1828 ;  from 
Ibany  236,  from  Bath  centrally  distaut  S.  22  miles.  It  is  thinly  in* 
ibited.    Pop.  820.     Newville  is  a  small  settlement. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

Suffolk  county,  which  comprises  about  two  thirds  of  Lon^  Island, 
as  organized  in  1683,  at  which  time  the  ridings  were  abolished,  and 
>Dg  Island  was  divided  into  three  counties,  as  they  have  remained 
-er  since.  It  is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  length,  and  in 
me  parts  twentv  in  width.  On  the  north  side  next  the  sound  the 
id  18  considerably  broken  and  hilly ;  in  the  interior,  and  on  the 
nth  side  it  is  mostly  a  sandy  plain,  covered  for  the  greater  part  with 
rests  of  pine,  in  which  the  wild  deer  is  still  an  inhabitant  The 
•imty  is  not  well  watered,  the  streams  being  few  and  small.  The 
ief  business  of  the  inhabitants  is  agriculture  and  fishing ;  they  also 
nd  large  quantities  of  pine  wood  to  market.  The  original  settlers 
'  the  county  were  mostly  from  New  England,  and  the  inhabitants 
ive  ever  retained  to  a  great  degree  the  habits  and  manners  of  the 
nritans.  The  county  is  divided  into  9  towns,  all  of  which,  except 
iverhead,  were  organized  in  1788.  Pop.  32,468. 
BftooKHAVEN,  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  embraces  the  whole 
idth  of  the  island.  It  contains  more  than  103,000  acres,  of 
rUdi  only  about  85,000  are  improved.    The  greater  part  of  the  in- 
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h&bitants  are  distributed  along  the  villages  on  the  sound  and  the 
ocean.  The  middle  portion  is  for  the  most  part  covered  with  pine 
forests,  in  which  deer  abound.     Pop.  7,050. 

*'  The  first  nettlement  in  the  town  was  commenced  at  Setanket,  in  1655,  hj  which  nmme  the 
town  was  at  firat  called.  Most,  if  not  all,  the  original  planters  came  from  BoaUm  tad  ill  vie»> 
ity.  The  civil  affairs  of  the  settlement  were  conducted  by  niagiBtratea  elecied  from  anMi|. 
themselves,  and  by  rules  and  ordinances  adopted  in  the  primary  asKinbliea  of  the  peopfe.' 
AAer  the  conquest  of  New  York  in  1G64,  a  patent  of  confirmation  for  their  purchases  of  ik 
natives  was  obtained  from  (Governor  Nicol.  The  first  minister.  Rev.  Natnaniel  Brewiiei; 
was  settled  here  in  166B.  He  was  a  grandson  of  Elder  William  Brewster,  one  of  the  foundca 
of  the  Plymouth  colony,  who  came  over  in  the  M&y  Flower,  in  IS20.  Mr.  Brewster  died  ia 
1690.  It  would  seem  that  from  a^e  or  some  other  mtirmity,  he  was  unable  to  dMcharge  Ui 
pastoral  duties  for  some  years  before  hio  death ;  tor  at  a  town  meeting  held  October  81,  MBI^ 
Samuel  Eburne  was  chosen  by  vote  to  he  minister  of  the  town,  *  and  it  beins  proposed  sHi 
him,  that  in  regard  of  some  tender  eoruciencet,  he  would  omit  the  reremony  in  the  book  of  cob* 
mon  prayer,  the  said  Samuel  promised,  that  according  to  their  desire,  in  regard  of  cheirf 


coiuetfnee«,  to  omit  and  not  usj  the  aforeiviid  ceremaniu  in  the  public  worship,  cxcni  Is  aaobfl 
tkould  denre  the  tame.*  The  next  minister.  Rev.  George  Phillips,  came  to  Setauket  in  M, 
and  continued  here  till  his  death  in  1739.  The  next  minister  was  Rew.  David  Yomgi:  hli 
■occeasor.  Rev.  Benjamin  Tallmadge.  was  settled  here  in  1764.  Mr.  TalUnadge  was  i 
by  Rev  Noah  Wetmore,who  came  here  in  1786:  Rev.  Zachariah  Greene  was  his  i 
The  following  relative  to  seating  the  meeting-house,  recorded  on  the  town  bookji,  is  a 
relic  of  olden  times : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  Brookhaven,  August  6th,  170S  t  Whereas  there  hath  beci 
several  rude  actions  of  late  happened  in  our  church  by  reason  of  the  people  not  being  seab^ 
which  is  much  to  the  dishonor  of  God  and  the  discouragement  of  virtue.  For  preventui^  the 
like  again,  it  is  ordtnd  that  the  inhabitants  be  seated  ailer  the  manner  and  lonn  foUowuf: 
All  freeholders  that  have  or  shall  subscribe  within  a  month  to  pay  40  8hillin|p  to  Mr.  Fhdqi 
towards  his  sallary  shall  be  seated  at  the  table,  and  that  no  loomoi  are  permitted  to  M  ' 
except  Col.  SwtUkU  lady,  nor  any  women  kind  ;  And  that  the  President  for  the  time  f 
sit  in  the  right-hand  seat  under  the  pulpit,  and  the  clerk  on  the  lefl :  the  trutocs  i 
seat,  and  the  Justices  that  are  inhabitants  of  the  town,  are  to  be  seated  at  the  tabk, 

they  pay  40  shillings  or  less.    And  the  pew.  No.  1,  all  such  persons  as  haTe  or  abafl  i 

20  snulings ;  and  the  pew,  No.  2,  such  as  subscribe  to  pay  15  sfaillings ;  in  pew.  No.  I^n 
subscribe  to  pay  10  shUlings ;  No.  4, 8  shillings ;  No.  5, 12 shillings ;  No.  6^  9  niUinmj  NaT, 
for  the  young  men  *,  No.  C  ^oi  the  boys ;  No.  9,  for  ministers'  widows  and  wiveesnMfir  tei 
women  whose  husbands  pay  40  shillingn,  to  sit  according  to  their  age ;  No.  11,  lor  thMSBsili 
wives  that  pay  from  20  to  15  shillinra.  The  alley  fronting  the  pews  to  be  for  eoeh  Bsids 
whose  parents  or  selves  shall  subscribe  for  two,  6  shillings ;  No.  12,  far  thoee  men**  wiTss  who 

Siy  from  10  to  15  shillings :  No.  13,  for  maids;  No.  14,  for  girls;  and  No.  15,  free  Cor sb^ 
aptain  Clark  and  Josepn  Tooker  to  settle  the  inhabitants  according  to  the  above  older." 

Caroline  church,  in  Setauket,  the  first  Episcopal  church  on  Lons  Island^  was  erected  if 
1790.  This  building,  after  having  been  repeatedly  altered  and  repaired,  is  still  standing.  The 
Congregational  church  at  Old  Mans,  was  first  erected  in  1720,  and  rebuilt  in  1806.  The  Pre** 
bvterian  church  was  built  in  1800,  at  Middletown,  and  another  at  Fire-place,  in  1828 ;  the  uil 
church  at  this  latter  place  was  erected  in  1740.  The  first  Congregational  church  at  Patchosw 
was  built  in  1767,  the  present  in  1822.  The  Methodist  church  at  this  place  wan  erected  in  190- 
The  Baptist  church  at  Corum  has  stood  about  ninety  years.  The  Methodist  church  at  Stony- 
brook  was  erected  in  1817. 

Setauket,  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  populous  villages  in 
the  town,  received  its  name  from  its  being  the  residence  of  the 
Seatalcott  tribe  of  Indians.  It  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  har- 
bor, occupying  about  two  square  miles.  The  village  of  Stonybrook 
is  on  the  western  side  of  the  town  adjoining  the  sound,  and  has  one 
of  the  best  harbors  in  this  part  of  the  island.  There  are  about  60 
dwellings  ;  shipbuilding  to  a  considerable  extent  is  carried  on  in  thii 
place.     Port  Jefferson  and  Millers  Place  are  small  villages. 

Corum  is  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  has  been  the  seat  of 
the  town  business  for  more  than  60  years.  It  is  a  small  village 
containing  about  150  inhabitants.  In*  or  near  the  village,  the  Prititt 
had  accumulated  a  large  quantity  of  forage  in  the  winter  of  1780t 
which  was  destroyed  bv  Colonel  Tallmadge,  a  native  of  Setauket 
The  plan  of  this  expedition  was  approved  of  by  a  communicatioii 
from  General  Washington. 
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did.    Here  bemc  met  brother  troops,  Ihe  p 


_iet  b*  other  troops,  Ihe  putrminAcd,  [heSlait^NoTember,  IT90, 

r  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  eight  wtwie-boau.    Hie  whole  nambet,  inetoiGBg  Uw  cRvra  of  the 

■nMOBiedtoeigbiTiiKii.  They  croaed  Ihe  booimI  in  (aia  haaii|  ud  landed  eiOld 
•t  nine  o'clock.  The  troop*  bad  nuTched  aboot  Ave  nuleo,  when  it  beginning  to  rain, 
Mnmed,  uid  look  dielleT  under  theii  boUi,  and  lay  concealed  io  ihe  bwhei  all  Otatniabl 
le  Bczl  day.  AI  evpning  the  rain  abatJDg,  the  noofvwere  again  pul  in  malion,  andal 
n'clock  in  the  moming  were  within  iwo  miln  or  the  fort.  Hcie  he  divided  hii  men 
ine  partin,  onleiing  each  to  aliack  the  fort  nl  the  nine  lime  at  di3erenl  points.  The 
waieo  well  eiecmed,  thai  the  three  diviaioni  arrived  nesrly  at  the  mune  momrnl.  It 
UiaDgular  encliMurr  of  Kveril  Bcrei,  xtrDn^y  Mockuded,  we'll  bairiraded  hoiws  al  two 

■neles,  and  al  ihe  ihiid  a  Tort,  with  a  derp  diich  and  wall,  encircled  by  an  abaiii  of 
■Bed  plfkeiB,  projeirling  al  an  angle  o(  forty-Dve  degreee.  The  Blockade  was  cut  down, 
4uimi  led  ihrough  the  grand-pHnide.  and  in  lenminulea  Ihe  main  fort  wan  caihed  by  the 

ft  being  brouehl  lu  bear  upon  ihctn.lhey  were  Hcurvd  and  burnt,  aa  were  the  workiand 
The  number  of  piisoneis  wu  My-ftiur,  of  whom  seven  wete  wounded.  While  they 
Bunched  to  ihe  boaii  under  an  eecarl.  Major  TallmsdEe  proceeded  with  the  rtmaiader 
delachment.  dcalroyed  aboul  three  hundred  lona  of  taay  collected  al  Conun,  and  it- 
llo  the  place  of  debarkation  jum  us  the  party  with  the  prisoDciBhad  arrived,  and  reach- 
ilfield  by  eleveo  o'clock  the  Bune  evenina ;  having  accompliahed  ihe  enterpriie,  incln- 
1  Dutich  of  forty  inilea  by  land  and  aa  much  by  water,  without  the  la«i  of  a  man.  Coo- 
paned  a  resolve  complimentary  to  the  commander  and  iroopi  engaged  in  thii  ezpedi- 
*hieh  was  nid  by  ihem  to  have  been  planned  and  coodocted  widi  wiadom  and  gnat 
itT  by  Major  Tallmadge,  and  cjiecaled  with  innepidily  and  complele  •nccen  by  tha 
•  •nd  toldien of  hii detachment" 
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View  of  Palckogae  in  Brookiaven,  Long  bland. 


be  above  is  a  view  taken  at  the  western  entrance  into  the  vil- 
of  Patchouge ;  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  churches  are 
on  the  leA,  and  the  compact  part  of  the  village  in  the  distance 
be  right  The  village  is  named  a^er  the  Patcnogue  tribe  of  In- 
t,  who  once  possessed  the  territory  in  this  part  of  the  island.  It 
sins  about  75  dwellings,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  been 
ted  within  a  few  years.  It  is  28  miles  from  Riverhead,  and  60 
I  New  York,  upon  the  great  thoroughfare  from  Brooklyn  to  Sagg 
bor.  Four  miles  east  is  the  recently  built  village  of  Bell  Port, 
uoing  about  30  dwellings,  an  academy,  2  ship-yards,  &^  Rve 
s  east  of  here  is  a  small  settlement  called  Fire-place,  known 
rendezvous  for  simrtsmen.  Moriches  is  in  the  east  part  of  the 
d,  extending  east  from  Mastic  river.  The  groves  of  Mastic  are 
•what  celebrated. 

AaTHAHPToiT,  the  most  eaiterly  town  on  Long  Island,  includes 
pnuDiulft  of  Hontauk  and  Gardiner's  Island.    It  is  eeatrslly  di»> 
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tant  from  New  York  110  miles.  Fop.  2,076.  The  town  was  aetlkd 
in  1649  by  about  thirty  familiea  from  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  and  tha 
towns  adjacent.  The  town  continued  an  independent  plantation'or 
community  till  1657,  when  they  put  themselveB  under  the  jurisdictioo 
of  Connecticut.  The  Rev.  Thomas  James  was  the  first  minister  is 
the  town  ;  he  died  in  1696,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Nathaniel 
Hunting.  Mr.  Hunting  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Samuel  Buell  in 
1746.  The  fourth  minister  was  Rev.  Lyman  Beecher,  who  was  setr 
tied  here  in  1799.  Mr.  Beecher  is  now  the  President  of  the  Lane 
Seminary  in  Ohio.  The  village  of  Basthampton  is  confined  to  a 
single  street,  of  about  a  mile  in  length,  having  about  100  dweilingi^ 
mostly  of  an  antiquated  appearance,  a  church,  and  the  Clinton  acu- 
emy,  erected  here  in  1785,  being  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  oa 
Long  Island.  The  village  of  Amagansett,  containing  about  50  houKS, 
is  three  miles  to  the  east.  Wainscott  is  a  small  village  in  the  SW.  pul 
Gardiner's  Island  contains  about  3,300  acres,  with  a  soil  mostly  of 
a  good  quality ;  the  nearest  point  of  distance  to  Long  Island  is  three 
miles.  Lyon  Gardiner,  the  first  settler  on  the  island,  was  a  native  of 
Scotland.  He  belonged  to  the  republican  party,  with  the  illustriooi 
Hampden,  Cromwell,  and  others.  His  family  bible,  now  in  possession 
of  his  descendants  on  the  island,  contains  the  following,  written  in  hii 
own  hand : — 

"  In  Ihe  year  163S,  Ihe  lOih  day  of  July,  cnnir  I,  Lyan  Gardiner,  tad  Muy  mj  wile,  Sia 
Woden,  ■  lown  of  Holluid,  where  my  wire  wu  bom,  being  the  dkoghler  of  one  thrxb 
WillemBOD ;  her  mother'a  naine  wis  Uachir,  end  ber  (uni,  oMer  of  ber  molher,  waa  rke  «ib 
oT  Wouler  Lesndenan,  Old  Burger  Muster,  dwellinain  the  HoMade,  over  asaiort  Ibe  B>iht, 
in  ihe  Unioome's  Head ;  hei  broiher'a  name  wai  Punee  GaneliMi,  alao  oh  Bmga  Usa*. 
We  came  from  Woden  to  London,  nod  Irom  thence  to  New  Enoiiuia,  and  dweb  at  Saytawk 
fori  Tour  yean;  it  ia  at  the  mouth  of  Conneclicut  HiTer,  of  which  I  wu  caminandn;  wl 
there  waa  bom  to  me  a  son,  named  David,  the  firatboiu  in  Ihaljilace;  and  in  ]6Ui  danihui 
wu  bom,  named  Maiy,  SDIh  of  Auguai,  and  then  1  went  1o  an  laland  of  my  own,  wbidilhid 
bought  of  the  Indiana,  called  by  them  Manchonock,  by  ualile  of  Wighf,  and  there  watbm 
BDOther  daughter  the  14[h  of  September,  ISll,  ahe  being  the  fii«  child  at  Engliifa  parmB 
bora  there." 

The  notorious  pirate  William  Kidd  visited  this  island  and  buried 
a  valuable  treasure.  From  this  circumstance,  doubtless,  has  arisen 
the  numerous  legends  respecting  the  burial  of  "  Kidd's  money,"  in 
many  places  along  the  coast.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of 
Kidd : — 

"  WUUam  Kidd,  the  ft 

«fI  «-hich  sailed  between  _  _  .   

Wrprise ;  on  which  account  he  waa  atrongly  recommended  by  Mr.  livinMon  of  New  York. 
then  in  London,  aa  a  proper  penwn  lo  take  charge  of  >  vewf  which  Lord  Bomnev  and  lA 
en  had  purchased,  and  were  then  filling  out  a^ainsi  (he  hordes  of  maiatiden  whii^  infeiMd 
the  Indian  teas,  and  preyed  upon  ihe  commerce  of  all  nations.  The  exoraae  of  this  eiwdi- 
don  was  jeano  Bterling,  Ii  was  a  joint  fund,  to  which  tlie  King,  Lord  aomera,  the  FMei 
Rumsey,  the  Duke  of  :5hrewebury,  Ihe  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord  BeUamfwi,  and  Mr.  Ljrinatoi 
were  contrib mora.  Kidd  agreed  lo  be  concerned  lo  Ihe  amount  of  ooe-tihh  of  the  uholr'aad 
Mr.  Livingi«on  became  hie  surely  for  the  sum  of  £600.  He  soon  set  sul,  and  arrimi  «  ihs 
Amenean  coaai,  where  he  continued  int  some  uma,  and  was  useful  in  protectimt  our  e<^ 
merce,  for  which  he  received  niuch  public  upplauae;  and  Ihe  BHembly  of  ihis  auic nned  taB 
the  sum  of  £3B0  as  an  ncknowtedgnirnl  of  bia  servun.  He  aoon  lAer  esUiblisbed  hinetf* 
the  Island  of  MadBEascar,  where  he  lay  hkc  n  ahark,  diltius  not  at  pleasure,  and  TobbiuwiA 
impunity  ihe  veneb  of  every  country.  Having  captured  a  larger  and  better  veiael  thas  III 
own,  hebuml  ihe  oneinwhich  he  had  nailed,  and  Inoli  command  of  the  other:  is  wbiett* 
ruiged  over  the  Indian  coasl  from  Ihe  Hed  ^a  to  Malabu    and  his  depredatiom 
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M  Iho  filtral  liir  dcpmilini  hw  ill^ollen  lirmam.  1I»  i*  nippcwd  lohfive  rMoraeil 
b*  fax  with  man:  vuluoblr  ipiHt  tliku  eviT  MX  tu  lb*  lul  ul'  any  Mhct  iidiviJiiil.  Od 
neWMrd  psMgi^  rrani  ihe  Wo*  iDitiri'  to  IkwCiHi,  when  he  wu  Hnnlly  fipnTrbrmtpd,  he 
•ed  in  Gafdiner'm  bay.  and  in  the  pKM^re  ol'  ihi>  oh-qm  dT  ihr  inland,  lit.  Gitdiner, 
ido-  lh>  Diiwl  Milruin  ininnclinnii  oT  R'mcy,  buried  ■  poi  iM'  uold,  t-ilvei,  luid  piwciool 
Ou  ihe  3d  oTJuly,  lOS,  h-  vw  siimn>oiH-d  bcf.im  Lnrd  tVlluaoiir  >l  ll.>.'t«i>,  xtul  ..r- 
M  rrpoD  hifi  prociieilinvi  whik  in  thr  rrnm  of  the  rompaur :  which  trfiaiti^  lo  do, 
I  inuimlidtrljr  aimitcd  and  itwiriiinti'd  tn  Eingland,  when  be  Was  trifd,  coovicted,  and 
rd  ■!  "  ICxeeutiun  lAick"  «a  Ihi'  Hlli  uf  Mnv,  Itni.  Ill-  wmi  fwinii  gudiy  of  the  niur- 
William  Monre,  ouDnPr  of  the  hhip,  and  wiit  hung  i»  elMina.  Mr.  John  <.i.  (iyrdiner 
mall  piece  oTauId  rioih,  which  hia  fiuher  leccived  Trum  Mm.  Weimore.  who  gave  tUto 
lowing  ■'■?<"""  "I'KiddVvi-il  In  lhei>lHiid.  'I  irinrmber,  (sbr  mvy.)  whni  virn-oinig, 
K  my  niiirber  mt  thai  hi-r  emnduiolluT  was  (hi>  wifc  lo  Lord  GaiiliiiiT  wh-n  lEie  pnne 
■a  tfaai  iMand.  lie  wniiied  Mix.  (ianlinir  lo  ruafl  him  a  pie  :  i<he  bi-iiig  atraid  lu  refuK 
onMed  ii  very  nici?,  and  he  was  niurh  iileascd  with  it.  lie  ihen  made  her  a  prcKni  oT 
>th,  which >bi-  (ravr  lo  Iit  iwn  d>iiii;ht<'r<;  wluii  ber'umcor  Ihe  oiber  luiaw  1  not;  but 
■  handrd  d»wu  to  me,  aud  i>i,  1  beliuve,  un  nice  ua  when  liral  given,  »bich  muit  be  up- 
of  a  hundrrd  yeare.' 

luving  been  aM?erIain<.'d  ihat  hi"  had  biiiied  treaBurea  upon  this  itltnd.  rommiaBDnen 
enl  by  (iovemor  Bellnnium,  wlio  obulaed  ihe  eaniL-,  and  for  which  they  gave  the  fol- 

Imr  aecounr  of  all  nrli  gold.  iiilvi'r,ji>wel9.  and  mercliandize.  lale  in  the  ponetiion  of 
a  William  Kidd,  whirli  had  been  rr'atA  and  aecurrd  by  napumiant  lo  an  older  trom 
CeUency,  Richard  Karl  of  liellanionl.  bearing  dale  July  T.  lOb. 
ched,  ihe  ITib  iiiMani,  of  Mr.  John  Itardiner,  tii.  ouncei. 

I.    1.  (birhag  t^'duM'flnld, 63  U 

3.  Une  has  of  eoined  gold, 11 

and  one  in  vilvrr,    .....-...-  |24 

S.  One  bagnfdusl-E'ild, UtA 

4.  One  bft^ofnltrr  ringiL  and  nindry  preelDQiiMones,         ...  47-4 

5.  Dnr  bag  of  nnpnMecl  Monr*,      ........  U  ].] 

A.  One  piece  of  rryt<tal,  eamelian  Knga,  two  agaleii,  two  ametbyita. 

7.  I.>nc  butalverbutlonaand  lampe,    ....... 

P,  One  baa  of  broken  ailver, I»  1.2 

9.  One  b^  of  gold  ban, IBS  1-4 

10.  One  do BB  1-2 

11.  One  bag  of  dnrt-Eotd. »  1-2 

U.  OnebagofailverTia™, 309 

F^murl  Sewall,  Nathaniel  Bvlield, 
Jeremiah  Danuner,  Andrew' Belther, 


View  of  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island. 

he  peninsula  of  Montauk  contains  9,000  acres.  The  land  is 
ed  oy  about  forty  individuals,  as  tenants  in  common.  The  Indi- 
have  non-fructuary  interest  in  a  portion  of  the  land ;  but  as  the 

is  nearly  extinct,  this  incumbrance  must  be  of  short  duration. 

aoil  is  generally  good,  and  is  used  as  pasluro  land.  The  surface 
lugh,  and  in  some  places  precipitous.  •'  ThcTo  is  a  siibhiniiy  and 
iness,  as  well  as  solitariness  here,  which  k-avc  a  iimvcrliil  iinprcs- 

on  the  heart.     In  a  .storm,  Ihe  scene  whieh  the  ocewn  presents  is 
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awfully  grand  and  terrific.  On  the  extreme  point  stands  the  tsB 
white  column  erected  by  the  government  for  a  lighthouse  in  1795,  at 
an  expense  of  922,300.  It  is  constructed  of  stone,  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner.**  Within  five  or  six  miles  of  this  place  the  Spanish 
schooner  Amistad,  in  possession  of  a  company  of  African  slavei, 
was  captured  and  carried  into  New  London.  The  following  partic- 
ulars respecting  the  schooner,  &c.,  was  written  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  brig  Washington : — 

New  London,  AuguMt  26,  JS3B. 

**  While  this  veenel  was  sounding  this  day  between  Gardiner's  and  Montauk  Pcnntt^  t 
■chooner  was  seen  lying  in-shore  oH'  CiiUoden  Point,  under  circumstances  00  suspicioiiB  as  is 
authorize  Lieutenant-coinmandiuit  Gedney  to  stand  in  to  see  what  was  her  character:  seeiig 
a  number  of  people  on  the  beach  with  carts  and  horees,  and  a  boat  parsing  to  and  liro,  a  boil 
was  armed  and  aespatt^hed  with  an  officer  to  board  her.  On  coming  alongside,  a  nutaba^ 
negroes  were  discovered  on  her  deck,  and  tweniy  or  thirty  more  were  oo  the  beacli— iw» 
white  men  came  forward  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  oflicer.  The  (<chooDer  proved  It 
be  the  '  Amistad,'  Captain  Kamontlue^,  from  the  Havanna,  bound  to  Guanajah,  Port  Priii» 
pe,  with  M  blacks  and  two  passengers  on  board ;  the  former,  four  niefatB  after  the^  were  Ml. 
rose  and  murdered  the  captain  and  three  of  the  crew— thev  then  tookpoeoesnon  ofibeYcadb 
with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Pedro  M<Mitez,  passenger,  and  Jo* 
Ruiz,  owner  of  the  slaves  and  a  part  of  the  cargo,  were  only  saved  to  naviffale  the  vewL 
AAer  boxing  about  for  four  days  in  the  Bahama  channel,  the  vessel  was  steered  for  the  Usui 
of  St.  Andrews,  near  New  Providence — from  thence  she  went  to  Green  Key,  where  the  bbdi 
laid  in  a  supply  of  water.  Ailer  leaving  this  place  the  vessel  was  steered  by  Pedro  Mctfs 
for  New  Providence,  the  negroes  being  under  the  impression  that  die  was  ateering  fortki 
coast  of  Africa^they  would  not  however  permit  her  to  enter  the  port,  but  anchoied  emy 
night  ofl'  the  coast.  The  situation  of  the  two  whites  was  all  this  time  truly  deplorable,  bemg 
treated  with  the  greatest  severity,  and  Pedro  Montez,  who  had  charge  of  tne  navieatioa.  «■ 
suflering  from  two  severe  wounds,  one  on  the  head  and  one  on  Uie  arm,  theiruves  Deal 
threatened  every  instant.  He  was  ordered  to  change  the  course  again  for  the  coac4  of  Afiim* 
the  negroes  themselves  steering  by  the  sun  in  the  atiytime,  wliile  at  night  he  would  alter  * 
course  so  as  to  bring  them  back  to  their  original  place  of  destination.  They  remained 
days  off  Long  Island,  to  the  eastward  of  Providence,  aller  which  time  they  were  two 


on  the  ocean,  sometimes  steering  to  the  eastward,  and  whenever  an  occasion  would  lwrn^ 
the  whites  would  alter  the  course  to  the  northward  and  westward,  always  in  hopes  ol  Adiag 
in  with  some  vessel  of  war,  or  being  enabled  to  run  into  some  port,  when  they  would  be  f^ 
lieved  from  their  horrid  situation. 

**  Several  times  they  were  boarded  by  vessels ;  once  by  an  American  schooner  froa 
Kingston ;  on  these  occasions  the  whites  were  ordered  below,  while  the  negroes  comma. 
nicatcd  and  traded  with  the  vessels ;  the  schooner  from  Kingston  supplied  them  with  a  d«> 
m^uhn  of  water  for  the  moderate  sum  of  one  doubloon — this  schooner,  whose  name  ws«  not 
ascertained,  finding  that  the  negroes  had  plenty  of  money,  remained  lashed  aloug^e  the 
*  Amistad'  for  twenty.four  hours,  though  they  must  have  been  aware  tliat  all  was  not  h^ 
on  board,  and  probably  suspected  tlie  character  of  the  vessel — this  was  on  ihe  eighteenth 
of  the  present  mouth ;  the  vc&scl  was  steered  to  the  northward  and  westward,  and  on  iks 
20th  instant,  distant  from  New  York  25  miles,  tlie  pilot.boat  Nu.  3  came  aloiig)*ide  aid 
gave  the  negroes  some  apples.  Sho  was  also  hailed  by  No.  4 ;  when  the  latter  boat  camt 
near,  the  negroes  armed  ilieinsclves  and  would  not  permit  her  to  board  them  ;  they  wen 
so  exasperated  with  the  two  whites  for  bringing  them  so  much  out  of  their  way,  that  ihey 
expected  every  moment  to  be  murdered.  On  the  24th  tliey  made  Montauk  light,  ind 
steered  for  it  in  the  hope  of  running  the  vessel  ashore,  but  the  tide  drifted  them  up  the  btf, 
and  they  anchored  where  they  were  found  by  the  brig  Washington,  otf  CuUuden  pmnt 
The  negroes  were  found  in  communication  with  the  shore,  where  they  laid  in  a  fresh  supply 
of  water,  and  were  on  the  point  of  sailing  again  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  They  had  a  gooi 
supply  of  money,  some  of  which  it  is  Ukcly  was  taken  by  the  people  on  the  beach.  Aficr 
disarming  and  sending  them  on  board  from  the  beach,  the  leader  jumped  overboard  vidi 
three  hundred  doubloons  about  him,  the  property  of  the  captain,  all  of  which  he  succeeM 
in  losing  from  his  person,  and  then  submitted  himself  to  be  captured,  l^he  schooner  wm  i 
taken  in  tow  by  the  brig  and  carried  into  New  London." 

The  Africans  were  afterward  taken  to  New  Haven  ;  and  an  invei- 
tigation  was  had  before  the  United  States  court  at  Hartford.  In 
January,  1840,  their  case  was  tried  before  the  United  Stales  distrid 
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court  Judge  Judson  decided  that  they  should  be  delivered  up  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  faie  sent  back  to  Afirica.  The 
United  States  attorney  having  appealed  from  this  decision,  the  case 
was  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court,  at  Washington,  which  set  in 
January,  1841.     This  court  declared  the  freedom  of  the  Africans. 

Huntington,  the  westernmost  town  in  the  county,  is  bounded  on 
the  N.  by  the  sound,  and  S.  by  the  ocean.  The  surface  in  the  N.  is 
rough  and  hilly,  in  the  centre  a  high  sandy  plain,  covered  with  pines 
and  shrub  oaks.  The  South  Bay  has  on  its  northern  shore  a  strip  of 
salt  Qieadow  nearly  a  mile  wide.  The  soil  near  the  sound,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  the  necks,  is  the  best  in  the  town.  Pop.  6,562.  The 
earliest  deed  for  land  in  this  town  was  given  to  Gov.  Eaton,  of  New 
Saven,  for  Eaton's  Neck,  in  1646,  the  first  Indian  deed  to  the  ori- 
jmal  settlers  of  Huntington,  and  comprised  six  square  miles. 

In  mxk  early  period  of  the  settlement,  in  this  town  as  well  as  in  othere,  almoat  all  domeatic 
was  carried  on  by  nieans  of  exchange.    Contracts  were  made  to  be  satkified  in  produce, 


■d  even  the  judgments  given  in  the  courts,  were  made  payable  in  grain,  at  fixed  pncet,  or  in 
wtnkamtaNt  patf  at  iht  cumnt  price.  The  prices  were  established  by  the  sovemor  and  court 
if  aaize ;  and  in  1663  the  aseesson  were  ordered  to  iix  an  estimate  for  stociL.  Accordingly,  a 
Mse  or  mare  four  years  old  and  upward,  was  to  be  taken  in  pay  at  twelve  j;M>un(ls :  a  cow 
•v  years  old  and  upward,  at  live  pounds;  an  ox  or  bull  of  the  Eame  age,  at  six  pounds;  and 
idler  articles,  as  pork,  wheat,  com,  Ace,  aiproportionate  prices.  In  the  drafl  of  a  contract 
Mlw«en  the  town  ana  a  schoolmaster  in  16B7,  the  salary  was  to  be  paid  in  eurrrnt  pay  ;  and 
■  MBS  the  town  contracted  with  a  carpenter  to  make  an  addition  to  the  meeting-house,  to 
le  paid  in  (nroduce.  Even  executions  issued  by  the  magititrates,  were  satisfied  in  the  same 
fiy.  '  At  a  town  meeting,  April  4, 1661.  it  was  agreed  tnat  a  firkin  of  huUtr  should  be  paid 
■»  at  Stephen  Jarvis's  bouse  by  the  midole  of  June,  for  the  satiiiaction  of  a  debt  due  from  ye 
ovn  to  Ensigne  Briant.'  The  more  etleetually  to  preserve  the  public  morals,  the  people  ex- 
jnded  from  tociety  those  whom  the^  thought  likely  to  injure  them.  In  1662,  they  appointed. 
If  a  Tote  at  town  meeting,  a  connnittee,  consisting  of  the  minister  and  six  of  their  most  re- 
pectable  citizen:*,  to  exaniiue  the  characters  of  those  coming  to  settle  among  them ;  with 
Mwer  to  admit  or  reject,  as  they  judged  most  Ukely  to  benefit  or  injure  society,  with  a  pro- 
WD^  that  they  f<houlJ  not  exclude  any  '  that  were  honest,  and  well  approved  by  honest  and 
lodicious  men ;'  and  foibid  any  inhabitant  to  sell  or  let  house  or  land  to  any  one  not  approved 
ff  the  comiiiittee,  imder  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  town.  In  16iS,  tne  town 
■dbade  any  inhabitant  to  entertain  a  certdin  obnoxious  individual  longer  than  the  q;>ace  of  a 
reek,  either  gratuitously  or  fur  pay,  under  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings.'* 

In  1660,  the  town  put  themselves  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Connec- 
icut,  and  in  1662,  elected  two  deputies  to  attend  the  general  court 
It  Hartford.  The  connection  was  dissolved  on  the  conquest  of  New 
Ifork,  in  1664.  The  first  minister  of  the  town  was  William  Lever- 
dtfe,  who  was  established  here  1658.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
BUphalet  Jones  in  1677.  Mr.  Jones  was  succeeded  by  Ebenezer 
Mme,  who  died  in  1779,  who  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Nathan 
MToodhulI,  and  the  latter  by  the  Rev.  William  Schenck. 

The  following  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  of  Huntington  as 
t  is  entered  from  the  westward.  The  Presbyterian  church  and  aca- 
lemy  are  seen  in  the  distance,  near  the  central  part  of  the  engraving. 
The  Universalist  church  is  seen  near  the  burying  ground  on  the  right 
There  are  about  one  hundred  dwellings  in  tne  vicinity  of  the 
churches.  A  newspaper  is  published  in  this  place.  This  village  is 
40  miles  W.  from  Riverhead,  and  about  45  from  New  York.  The 
thriving  village  of  Babylon,  40  miles  from  New  York,  on  the  south 
ride  of  the  island,  in  full  view  of  the  bay  and  ocean,  contains  about 
360  inhabitants.  It  is  situated  upon  Sunqtunns  Neck,  and  has  a  fine 
stream  of  water  on  either  side,  upon  which  mills  have  long  been 
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^Veslerll  view  of  Hvntinglon.  Village. 


ercTldd.  The  villafjc  of  Lilllc  Cnw  Harbor  is  now  called  Coitre 
Port,  niid  the  name  of  Great  Cow  Harbor  chanced  to  North  Port. 
The  atoamer  Lexington  was  burnt  near  Eaton's  Neck,  Jan.  13,  IMlL 

IsLip.  This  town,  on  the  S,  si(l(!  of  the  island,  is  centrally  distant 
about  45  miles  from  New  York.  It  received  its  name  from  tlie  fini 
settlers,  many  of  whom  came  from  Isli|\  in  Oxfordshire,  Englani 
It  has  a  level  surface  and  a  light  and  sandv  soil,  rendered  productive 
by  manures  of  sea-weed  and  Jish.  The  bay  on  the  south  is  4  or  S 
miles  wide,  containing  an  inexhaustible  v.iriely  of  fish,  and  is  raiieJ 
by  a  vast  number  of  wildlowl.  Po|i.  I.fl09.  The  onteasire 
domain  known  as  Nicol's  Patent,  includes  more  than  sixty  square 
miles  (if  land,  nnd  lias,  since  its  lirst  [lurchase  from  thelndiaujio 
1683  by  William  Ni(;ol,  been  by  successive  entailment  preserveii 
as  one  estate. 

Rlvkhhkai),  the  shire  town,  was  tiikcn  from  Southnld  in  1792.  Only 
a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  town  is  under  improvement: 
much  of  its  territory  is  covered  with  wood,  which  has  for  a  l<ag 
period  been  a  staple  article  for  transportation. 

The  following  is  a  southern  view  of  the  central  part  of  the  village  of 
Riverhead,  as  seen  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Terry,  about  30 
rods  S.  from  the  courthouse.  The  village  is  situated  iip*)n  Pecooic 
crock  or  river,  a  mill  stream,  about  2  miles  above  Peconic  bav. 
about  no  miles  from  New  York.  24  from  Sagg  Harbor,  and  23  frtm 
Greenport.  The  village  contains  about  ?()  dwellings,  a  large  pn> 
portion  of  which  arc  one  story  in  height,  1  Methodist,  1  Congree*- 
tional,  and  I  Swedeuhnurg  or  New  Jerusalem  church,  an  academy. 
and  nboiil  500  inhabitants.  The  courthouse,  seen  in  the  central  pu^ 
of  the  engravin;r  with  a  small  spire,  has  stood  more  than  a  cenluTT- 
.lames  Port  is  a  rr-c.-ut  village  R.  of  Uiverhead.  Old  Aqiiab<.£:»- 
Ujijier  Aijuabogue,  Fresh  I'ond.  Baiting  Hollow,  and  Wadine  Ri*'rt 
are  small  villages. 


SUFFOLK   COtrMTT. 
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South  rUw  of  the  central  part  ofRiterhead, 

Shelter  Island  isa  town  comprehcQcting  tlie  island  of  that  name  in 
Gardiuer's  bay.  It  is  about  six  miles  tuii^  and  four  broad,  contain- 
ing about  8,000  acres,  divided  into  several  farms.  Pop.  379.  The 
sur&ce  of  the  island  is  generally  undulating,  and  covered  Id  part  hy 
oak  and  other  timber.  The  Indian  name  of  this  island  was  Mankan- 
aack-aha-quthu-ieamock,  meaning  an  island  thellered  by  other  itlands. 
It  was  originally  purchased  by  James  Farret  from  the  Indians;  it 
afterward  became  the  property  of  Nathauiel  and  Constant  Sylvester 
and  Thomas  Middleton.  In  1674,  the  rights  of  these  two  last  per- 
sons were  confiscated  by  the  Dutch  government,  and  sold  to  the  first 
for  £500,  the  payment  of  which  was  enforced  by  a  party  of  soldiers. 
The  first  church  on  the  island  was  erected  by  the  Presbyterians  in 
1733 :  it  was  taken  down  in  1810,  and  the  present  church  erected  on 
the  same  spot. 

Smfthtown  is  centrally  distant  from  New  York  47  miles.  Pop. 
1,032.  The  town  is  nearly  10  miles  square :  the  surface  on  the  north 
is  broken  and  hilly,  and  on  the  south  a  perfectly  level  plain.  The 
inhabitants  ore  much  scattered  over  the  surface.  There  are  several 
small  villages,  the  most  considerable  of  which  are  the  Branch  and 
the  settlement  called  Head  of  the  River. 

This  town  derives  its  name  from  Richard  Smith,  the  patentee. 
The  annexed  account  of  this  individual  has  been  obligingly  commu- 
nicated by  J.  W.  Blydenburgh,  Esq. 

ic  origina]  palpuce,  R  iciurd  Smith,  jr.,  oT  VamginMtt, 
,iirn.,iu>d  oibtr  rehiivn  came  Irum  (iloucmenliiK, 
U)  Bcelon  in  1630.  ^milh  murird  al  DoBLun,  and  aFllIed  with  li»  riiliwrkl  TnuDIOD, 
re  he  remained  until  I6U,  when  be  purchsKd  ■  inrt  of  ihe  NiitnKaiueil  nctiem* 
'unang  Ibe  thickcM  of  the  Indiaaa,'  computed  ni  30,000  acm,  encted  ■  bouae  for  iimde,  and 
(KVB  free  enteitaiament  to  IravrUen, — it  being  ibe  grenl  road  oT  the  country.  The  dwclliof 
of  ^nith  Mood  on  the  pnwul  nie  al  ihe  Updike  home  in  Nwlh  KinyKon.  and  ii-ta  (aid  thu 
d>i:  PKKnt  dwelling  conlaiiu»me  of  the  miiifniili  of  the  old.  Smith's  wa*  the  liM  houK  buih 
—  u  rlarregHnaen,  and  wu  probably  a  blorkhouae.  Rmtt  WiUiama,  Wilcoi  and  othen,  built 
.•oon  •Aer,  and  Williama  auld  ool  to  .'^miih  in  Ifitl.  .^mith  aftirwaid  laade  iiuiny  purchue* 
of  the  Indiana,  and  March  8,11^  CoginiijuanI  leased  them  for  SO  yean  an  inimeme  tract 
■outh  of  hia  dwelling.  Jane  8,  iVSB,  ihe  aatne  tachem  leased  ihem  [or  a  thousand  yean  an 
cnUiKed  met,  whioi  gan  riae  to  great  dtapatea,  which  were  Ihe  final  eanaeof  hi*  removal  to 
LpnglihuKlmdiheaeMltnieWofSiniikioiro.    1>  UN,  fM  war  btok*  out  bMWMB  ths  If iai. 


MIFPOLK  OOQJITX. 
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(in  and  the  Long  laliiul  liidiaiu,  which  conlinued  wiih  vsrioiu  hkcfs  Iiit  wven]  ynn.  Ic 
oiir  nl'lhp  Fipediuouii  madi!  1o  Lori);  Uiuid  by  Xioigrcl,  be  took  unong  other  eaplintUtf 
thrir  i-hiFr  women,  oat  ot'  wboDi  provnl  to  be  Ibe  diiuiiblfr  at  W]ntiid4lich,  chirfwrhf  d 
the.  Moniaaipi.  TIifk  squuwa  v/nt  tiikcn  by  Lyoo  linnliner,  tieTaenanl  of  Lrad  ^j  » 
Siuiita'a  hmUF,  wbrre  the  indiun  phni-rw  rpioiined  iitiiil  iJie  hiu  rPttoPMl  la  her&Aarliy 

riiiiliiiii  iiliiiijii 1 ij riir»ll  ihi  'Ti iimiiiiili I  Imiti  iii ■lliil'Tiijilwiii 

Smith's  hauw  ail  Wickfard,  now  NoHb  KiogMon,  U.  I.,  wu  Ihe  mdmrcna  «f  the  «WM4 
dnring  all  (ha  IndiiD  warn,  niid  the  great  mvump  Lgbt  took  ptace  ■  ibolt  diaMnea  thmtai. 
StDilhbrcameverr  influential  with  flie  Indiun  chirlk  Hr  negotiabid  and  cfncddwMiV 
Ibr  Cooai^cliciil ;  wvcrBl  liiiiea  made  peace  bctweeti  :he  NamganaEtla  and  Iha  MamtAmtm 
caloniM!,  until  hid  eulem  DFit^bonhecaine  jealouaDThia  power,  and  •dndyiBdctedlaiB 
their  eouri.ordrred  hitn  lu  be  arreted  and  catned  to  Newpott  fortrial.  llieralteMtdM 
deleai  bia  ^eue  of  the  Nanui!iuue1t  lands,  which  occMDoed  Req/n  WlUiuna  to  iMeitkia  k 
hia  behalf,  mii  write  n  very  eamiiUtnenlaiy  letter  to  King  Charici  the  2d  cooccming  hbu 
In  dueual  at  their  conduct,  lie  putchmBd  or  Lyon  Gardiner,  the  Neaaqnake  koda  iw  Ua( 
iBlanir  whither  he  removed  und  led  hii  eaMem  poaneanoiu  with  hi*  relaUTca.  On  iha  aniid 
of  Col.  Richard  Nicol,  he  received  a  patetit  for  bia  Etmilhtown  trad,  and  after  ■  — "iT*! 
Uwauit  in  the  general  court  uf  luuie  rnipecting  hi)  bouoduy,  he  at  l-^nglh  aeciired  freo  Sk 
Edmund  Androea  it  conlirmariry  patent,  under  the  title  of  bmiihtown,  or  Smilhfield.  tetd 
SSth  Msrch,  1S77. 

"  Kicbanl  ^miih,  patentee  of  Smiihlown,  made  his  will  March  SIh,  mi,  and  died  MMBaita. 
ilia  will  WHS  proved,  1012.  He  gave  to  Lodovica  Updike  all  hii  hometitead,  ■■  Tai  aoaiti  ai 
wna  then  Ibnced  in,  wrih  hi^  ^^ogc  knd,  on  condition  of  Hirendering  hia\V'ei<  QntHr  fans. 
To  D«Diel  and  Jamea  Updike,  Ifaeland  aouth  ot' Wickl'onf,  (hen  occupied  by  Jacob^Ddoi  a^ 
John  Thomaa.  To  InKet  and  Jumea  Newton,  the  Weal  Quoge  fanii.  To  ThooiH  NrwH^ 
Harlilaod  and  bia  honae  in  VnaoV  To  Elixabeth  Pralt,  aliiia  Xewnun,  the  BcMaanad 
land,  on  which  Alexander  King  lived,  tie  gave  iegaciea  to  Kichard,  eon  ot  Iiodonca  Up- 
dike, and  ^niith,  son  orThomaa  N'ewion,i:c.,&c.,  leaving  hia  town  on  Long  Ikland  loha 


Ungual  20ih,  lOM.  and  ail  sona  and  a  daughter  aurvived  him,  aa  Ibllowa :  Jonaihon.  who  mu- 

ricdMnry  llrewatHr,  who  Icl)  two  children— H  icbard,  who  mamed  KtiiHbelh  Tucker,  ai 

children— Job,  who  married  Kliinbetb  Thompson,  and  left  T  chililren — Adam  aho 

llell  leh''     ' - 

niirhed  1 
nd  led  B 


Harried  Klizabeth  Brown,  and  lell  1  child^^aniuel,  who  mamed  Hanniih  Longbolhatb,  ua 
!lt  6  children— Daniel,  who  miirhed  Huih  Tucker,  and  left  7  childien—and  Debonli  who 
nairied  Wdliam  Lawrence,  and  led  B  children. 
"  Un  ths  13ih  March,  173},  hia  ip'andchildren  entered  into  an  aneemeni  lo  divide  the 
ccording  to  Ibe  pruprieluy  lighla  ul' their  parenta,  Ihe  aeven  children,  and  it  waa  nun 


iy  Eo  miB  aay  aa  me  jiujj  amant,  wniie  me  aeacenaania  01  l^oi. 
nre  m  lamiliarly  known  aa  the  Toncin-  Snillu.  he  having  one 
Jf  Tanaici.  There  are  aim  upon  the  iaiand  two  other  dWind 
[>r»milh,  the  one  called  Noet  SmOM  and  the  oilier  Bl<a  Stiili 


--r-   -    ----T, .- -. —    -' — '-ley  uau  tvj%  h  jvi   arcn  IflinnBcni: 

which  accounta  for  Mr.  Smiih'e  having  made  uae  of  a  large  bull  lor  many  putpivea  forwhici 
boraca  were  allerward  uaed,  which  acr;aBioned  him  to  be  dengnaled  as  the  baa-riitr,  and  hi> 
poslerityio  Ihia  day  aa  ibefiu^  5ndfAt,  while  the  deacendanta  ot'CoL  William  Sinithol'Iirook- 
haven  nrejts  familiarly  known  aa  ihe  Tonpn-  Snillu.  he  having  once  BUed  the  olflee  of  («■ 
'  ei  diatinct  races  of  familiea  bv  ibi 

»t  MnUa,  the  origin  of  whfcb  la 

trof  coojeclure.    Many  inngiiUi  tmita  of  character,  and  not  i  few  girange  »iorie»,  aieie- 

hi(Ed  coiicemiiUE  thia  tamoua  prngeoitor  of  the  Smitha  of  Smiihtown,  the  recorda  of  whilk 
have  too  much  the  semblance  ol  liciion  to  be  worth  perpeiuatinc  " 

The  Aral  minialer  of  the  town  was  the  llev.  Abner  Kceve,  -^o  waa  employed  here  abo^l 
■■»■     u.  ...„  ^j  fg,!,,,  nf  ,hr  Hon,  Tappan  Heeve.  the  fourJ--  ~'  ■■■-  -'-'--  -   '  >--      -  -• 

Dagijeit  aflerwatt. 

Lewia,  Jodiiia  llart.  and  LniherG 

"In  a  no(e  to  Moulton'a  HiiKory  ol'  hew  York,  it  ii  aCaled  that  an  obituary  a| 


mrroLK  oouittt. 


mnaprr,  ptuitcd  in  173B,  oC  the  dralb  of  ■  nr([ra  at  Smiibtown,  Ixmg  Uwtd,  repoUd  lo 
nbrrn  am  hovfmlaiwf/grlvjmn'iU.who  drdarrd  Ihut  hr  nrll  r«>nnnberH  wbcD  diera 

!R  bnl  Ikrrt  *«nn  m  Ne*  York.    The  lumiorv,  ihrr-torc.  of  Ihii  mm 

M  tiBTP  rxtinidr-d  buk  tn  llie  St»  Kiilrini^iit  of  New  AmFbrdmn,  (u  Ni 


Northern  view  of  Sagg  Harbor,  Long  Island. 


SouTHAMFTON,  Called  by  the  natives  Aeawam,  wks  settled  in  1640, 
incipally  by  about  forty  families  from  Eymi,  Mass.  Its  name  wa« 
Ten  in  remembrance  of  Southampton,  Eng.  The  surface  of  the 
iTDship  is  generally  level,  in  thi;  W.  and  N.  the  soil  is  light  and 
indy,  in  the  8.  mixed  with  loam,  and  when  prcipcrly  manured,  pro- 
ices  good  crops.  Pop.  6,305.  The  people  oi  this  town  early  sought 
1  alliance  with  Connecticut,  and  were  received  into  their  jurinliction 
,  J644.  Tliey  were  represented  by  deputies  in  the  general  court  at 
lartfi>rd.  The  Kev.  Abraham  I'ierson  was  tlie  first  minister;  he 
as  succcedc-d  by  tlic  Rev.  Robert  Fordiiam  in  1649,  who  was  suc- 
ked by  Rev.  Joseph  Taylor  in  IfiSO,  and  Rev.  Joseph  Whitine 
.  1082.  Rev.  Samuel  Gclston  settled  here  in  1717,  and  remained 
joiit  10  years. 

Tbe  village  of  Southampton  is  built  on  a  single  street,  IS  miles 
om  Rivcrhead.  Brldgchampton,  Westhampton,  Good  Ground, 
landers  Speunk,  Quogue,  Canoe  Place,  and  Bcaverdam,  are  names 
'localities  and  villages.  Shinnecock,  or  Southampton  bay,  is  a  line 
leet  of  water,  10  miles  long,  and  from  3  to  4  wide.  The  territory 
'Shinnecock,  containing  some  thousands  of  acres,  is  little  else  than 
collection  of  sand  hills.  A  small  remnant  of  the  Shinnecock  tribe 
*  Indians  still  linger  on  the  SE.  part  of  this  tract,  where  they  have 
finall  church  anaa  few  dwellings. 

The  above  is  a  northern  view  of  Sagg  Harbor,  situated  in  the  NE 
xner  of  the  town,  100  miles  from  New  York.  It  has  a  good  haiv 
JT,  lying  on  an  arm  of  Gardiner's  bay.  The  village  contains  400 
wellings,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  1  Catbolict  and  1  African 
tuirch,  2  printing  oflices,  and  about  3,000  inhabitants.    The  wealth 
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and  trade  of  the  place  may  with  propriety  be  said  to  be  finatded  on 
the  whaling  buaioess. 

"  Sagg  Harhrr  ii  tha  nion  InpuIuu^  wenllhy,  uid  comrnvrdsl  plare  m  ihp  ronoty.  ami  v»j 
llsarclbrs  not  ilii|irup<rl|r  Iw  outitiderett  llie  cmporiDin  of  Sutlalk.  Tlie  cajntAl  daplDi-rj  ie 
mde  hen  iHiabiihly  aioanli  ilm  of  Ihp  whala  counijr  briidn,  Ihen  beinji  nruiy  b  millmo  uf 

inpRpd  in  llie  ruuling  biuinn*.    1l  a  np- 

, .  ,     J  harepnviauiutl73ij.  midihrDanlyifcw 

MBall  couagH  wsK  creittrd  nenr  tha  bmA  uT  ibe  pretrni  whuf,  Tor  ihe  funvrnwDn  of  ihcH 
•mwcd  in  fiahin^.  Mom  of  Ihe  lanil  in  Ih*  lidmly  »■*  ihen  ni\ eml  n iih  limbrc  and  farM, 
and  It  ii  prubable  aim  ihat  no  iiiconajriprable  nDmbr  n{  liidianm  dKcli  in  ihr  vicioity.  h 
17G0,  icveral  rcupecublp  rnmilin  eiUhlithrd  Ihemnelvra  Ijvfi.  pprceivintc  tlut  il  [■■■run) 
nany  local  adi-aiiiageit,  and  huili  for  ihrnuclici  aHnfurtiMa  buuH-i.     In  Iir7.  iba  nnmbn'ot 

out  Ihe  advantage  of  rrgulir  prenclUng,  the  pmic  wpra  nn-iulnmed  to  naKmbla  on  tfar  ^l»- 
balhattha  &mI  i/ifniai,  utd  broi  a  (cnoon  rnd  hy  one  of  the  csm^tPiniHin.  IHiey  hagaoaaa 
■Iter  nan  kr|ely  U>  ^ipndatc  tha  ooauBanial  faetbtici  alfrnd  by  ihe  adiarcni  tuawn,  m1 
ftarii  aSon*  wen  made  to  igqmve  npoci  tha  old  iMartire  of  fcaof-aMny.  For  thii  end  hhD 
■loop*  wen  fined  out,  and  ranged  (lie  oceoD  at  anoe  diatonee  rium  the  man ;  bM  wlien  a  atib 
wu  eaiuhl,  it  bn-ams  neretory  lo  relum  lo  poit  far  (he  puipovP  of  boiling  out  ihe  oil  l^i  t» 
■bon.  Tbe  biuinpH  had  made  but  liLtle  prufcreaa  whpn  hoalililiei  romnicucvd  becweebAa 
molfaer  minlry  and  hei  culontn  in  1TT5 ;  and  iJiit  iaiand  being  llie  neil  year  afaaodaocd  Bite 
enemy,  nnnmerre  of  every  kind  «'b>  of  rourae  uiipended  till  ihe  rloae  of  the  rcatait  in  1381 
Several  BriUah  ihin  look  their  (talioni  in  Ihe  bay,  and  thin  villaae  w*a  made  dm  oaly  •  dM 
fac  niliiary  ■ton*,  but  die  nrriaon  for  a  coniidenble  body  of  loliUeni.  Duriiu  Ibe  mriin- 
cam*  tha  ibcaln  of  one  of  Uie  naiet  Bitnordinary  feali  thai  wai  arcompliabed  dinia|  Ik>  i*n- 
loiion.  It  iMa  nnarally  baan  denoDiinatBd  Uag't  Expt^tiom,  asd  ifae  circuniBttBCv  tfa  ^m 
ralaicd  by  the  hiiioriani  of  thsl  penod  ; 

" '  In  rvlaiiaiion  for  the  bonutu  of  Ridnlirld  in  Cnnnrtiinit,  by  Gcnetai  \  rioH  m1  Ai 
wielchei  under  hii  command,  in  April,  1Ti7,  a  few  toldicn  froni  Newhaven  went  no  a  inda- 

aeicuiMOn  to  Long  liland.     A  iiuaniily  of  pimtFionii  had  been  nillerled  bx  t^an  luiihK 
lo  daaRoy  Iheae  waa  tha  objwl of  the  eipedilion.    The  anterDiiee  iraa  ona  Joa  aaa 
qnijted  and  aucceaaCul  of  thai  evenlful  jieriod.    i^euenl  Panoni 


!l  Meig.^  •»! 
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He  procaeded  id  Giulfon),  baton  acrount  ofthe  rongfaneai  of  [he  aaa,  oould  notnaaa  the  sad 
till  Uie  twanly-lhird.  On  Ihat  day.  at  one  o'clock  in  Ihe  afternoon,  he  left  Gnilford  ailli  oat 
baadrpd  and  aeienty  men,  under  coni'oy  of  two  anned  •loopa.  and  crorred  the  amind  U  ii<H>k- 
old,  Khen  be  amvnd  at  rii  o'clock.  The  enemy'i  imoFa  on  ihu  partof  the  iaiand  hadaiairli'd 
for  New  Vork  iwo  or  three  day*  hefnrc,"  bul  it  vi-ai  rrporinl  ihat  there  wh<  a  pany  ai  SaB 
IbrbDronihe  aonth  branch  of  the  i>lDnd  about  fifteen  niilri  diitanL  Colonel  MpiponltiH 
tlia  whala-boal*  to  be  tranaported  over  llir  land  lulhe  baybelnern  the  nonfiaiid  aoutfa  branrbo 
i^Iha  iiland,  where  une  handred  ami  thirty  men  embarkpd.  and  oi  tnehr  o'clock  al  nifhiu^ 
lived  wMj  on  the  other  lide  of  the  bay  within  four  mite<  of  t'wK  Hmbor.  Kerr  Ibr  hoUi 
ware  aecund  in  a  Hood,  under  s  guard,  and  the  rrnminder  of  the  detachment  marched  qmrUy 
to  Ihe  harbor,  where  ihey  umved  at  iwon'clork  in  ihe  moming.  in  ihe  pealeii  order.  atlarbM 
the  iralpon  with  fiied  hayoneta,  andpnc-eedini:  direnly  to  me  ihipping  at  ihi-  wharf,  slini 
tbay  found  oiiprepaied  for  defence.    The  slairu  wm  given,  and  an  atmnriirhoinier  with  twtltt 

which  continued  Ihiee  qiunen  iif  an  hour,  hut  (lid  not  prevent  Ihe  Imnpa  from  eienting  dMr 
daaign  with  the  grenleil  intrepidity  and  effect.  IVelve  hrigi  and  iloopii,  one  ofwhirhwuM 
anned  veeael  of  liwlvp  gima,  and  one  hundred  and  Iwenly  loni  of  hay.  com.  mti.  Iril  bi«»- 
bead)  of  mm,  and  a  large  quanlily  of  merchondiie,  were  entirely  deatroypd.  tiii  of  thr  mray 
ware  killed  and  ninety  taken  wiaonen.  .Not  one  of  Colonel  Meig'a  men  waa  either  kilM  a 
wounded.  He  returned  tu  Huilford  at  iwo  o'clork  in  the  afternoon,  having  been  abaeni  «ll 
twenty-five  boun ;  and  in  Ihat  time  had  uannpotted  hi*  ttuopa  by  land  wnt  water  fdl  niafir 
■ilea,  and  completed  hii  undtnaliing  with  the  moal  entire  iuccvh.* 

"On  the  declaratinn  ofwaraBninw  tlrval  Briuun  in  IS12,  prepaiauons  ii-r.-  madr  lepi* 
lecl  Ihia  plare  again-I  the  enemy,  and  a  wnall  deuchmeni  of  miUda  v.  :r'  iniinni-d  hrrr,  'to 
esiplayM  Ihemnelvea  in  ereclina  a  rorliAcalion  guon  ihe  high  gronnd  uvprloukiag  the  haiM- 
No  regular  gairiaon  wn«  celabliaird.  hoWcver,  liil  the  niminer  of  1SI3,  «  hen  ihe  Biiinb  *i» 
taking  ibeit  ttalion  in  GardinerV  Tlay,  threatened  lo  land  at  nrwrol  i'"i.'!-  i.i  A'  licioiiv  M 
ihia  nort.  A(  That  lime  three  or  four  tiuodred  toen  weie  placed  here 
of  ifae  war,  Some  p.irt  ot'  the  lime  a  (company  of  attilltrv, 
were  ABlioned  here :  iiul  in  1814  one  or  more  companiea  at'  i 


time  wo*  the  number  of  loldien  auflicient  to  have  rflvctuallr  dele ndi  : 
enrinv,  hiid  the  cxplure  of  U  been  ronndi-rri^  by  them  an  object  ul'  f-ufficicni  ini|H>iiann  I 
have  warranted  the  altempi.  It  wa»  wholly  inipoaible  lo  have  prrvrnied  their  landtag  i 
vatioQi  ptocei  bordaring  upon  ihe  bay,  anil  ihey  accordiiiBly  viiiied  at  pleonirt  I^antiatrt 
Maud,  Monlauk,  and  C^ei  Pondi ;  ukiag  nich  proiisiona  oi  their  n'  .     ■       < 

At  which,  ii  i)  believnl,  ibey  geneially  paid  on  equivaJer'      '-  '-- 
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baiM,  with  •boot  one  hundred  inrn  from  thr  squsdrnn  «f  Commoden  Budr,  ■ttem^'id  la  . 
UndBtthewhmtfinlliE  night;  but  facing  tinirlv  diKrivirird,  ihe  aknn  WM aooniUa,  ud  IM 
gamttthffon  brnnghl  to  bttt  in  ihr  dirFci]"!!  of  lliF'binU;  mnccM^al  ww  the  bku* 
Dwd,  ih&l  thr  dnignaufllieeneinv  vEeieell'ccii]all}'rru^irsled.  They  bad  only  lime  to  Rt  flra 
lo  ■  nloop  which  tfiey  look  from  lii*  wharf,  «,lii"o  a  chni  from  the  fort  rakeii  6'r  fore  nnd  lA, 
ud  obliged  (hrm  to  iibindan  her.  The  AmeTicanti  gning  on  board,  eilingaubed  the  tamm, 
when  Ihey  found  n  qunntiljr  oT  enns,  ^worda,  pislolx.  and  other  inKrunirnit,  whirh  ibe  !■«•• 
dere,  (deeming  discielion  to  be  Bif  litiHT  pan  oivalor,!  had  kit  in  iheir  hurry  lo  empe." 

SouTHoi.D  embraces  the  N.  branch  of  Long  Island,  and  includei 
Fisher's,  Plumb,  Robins,  and  Gull  islands.  It  is  centrally  situated  17 
miles  from  Kiverhead,  and  103  from  New  York.  The  surface  is 
ffenerally  level,  and  the  soil  a  sandy  loam,  and  productive  under  care- 
lul  cultivation.  Pop.  3,907.  The  inhabitants  are  principally  eettleii 
along  the  great  road  which  passes  centrally  through  the  town  in  s 
number  ofthickly  settled  neighborhoods  or  villages,  aa  at  Mattatuc, 
Cutchogue,  Southold,  Oyster  Ponds,  or  Orient,  forming  almost  a  coi^ 
tinued  village. 


Southern  view  of  Qreenport,  in  Sovtkold, 

Greenport,  the  largest  village  in  the  town,  is  situated  at  what  is 
called  Southold  harbor,  a  part  of  the  great  Peconic  bay,  23  miles 

~  from  the  courthouse  at  Riverhead.  It  is  laid  out  into  streets  and 
building  lota,  and  contains  about  100  dwellings,  1  Baptist,  I  Meth- 
odist, and  1  Presbyterian  church,  and  wharves  and  railways  for  the 
accommodation  of  vessels.  The  water  is  of  sufficient  depth  for  large 
ahips,  and  well  sheltered  from  storms.  The  village  was  commenced 
bv  a  few  spirited  individuals  in  1827.     The  ancient  village  of  South- 

fc.  old  contains  1  Presbyterian  and  1  Universalistchurch,andanacadcmy. 

V^lie  |>eniiisula  of  Oyster  Ponds  is  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island ; 
the  vUlage,  now  called  Orient,  contains  two  churches,  two  docks  or 
wharves,  and  upwards  of  500  inhabitants.  Fiahei't  Island,  IniIdhh- 
iog  to  this  town,  is  9  miles  from  New  London,  Conn.,  and  4  from  Nlie 
qingtoiL  It  is  about  0  miles  long,  and  has  a  medial  width  of  imf  nulx, 
containing  about  4,000  acres.  This  island  was  purchamKl  by  liny. 
'Winthrop,  of  Connecticut,  in  1664,  and  has  been  in  posBrnsidii  hCiIm 
"Wiotbrop  family  ever  since.  The  staple  articles  raised  on  tlip  iatnntl 
«re  wool,  butter,  and  cheese.  There  are  about  4S  pcnmns  nf  nil  aipm 
vpoa  the  iilond.    FlunA  liland  containt  about  800  icrai  of  Inml,  iinil 
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has  a  population  of  about  76  persons.  Gretxt  and  Little  Gull  islandi 
are  situated  in  what  is  callea  the  Race,  on  account  of  the  swiAnesi 
of  the  current.  Great  Gull  contains  15  acres  ;  Little  Gull  one  acre, 
mostly  a  solid  rock.  Upon  this  last  island  a  lighthouse  has  been 
erected,  which  is  of  much  importance  to  the  navigation  of  the  sound. 

"  The  Indian  name  of  thia  town  ia  Yennecodc,  and  waa  purchased  finom  the  Corchongs,  a  tribt 
fliat  posiened  thia  part  of  the  island,  in  the  summer  of  1640.    Most  of  the  firat  planten  were 
originally  from  Hingham,  in  Norfolk,  England,  and  came  here  by  the  way  of  New  Uaroa. 
The  Rev.  John  Youngs,  who  had  been  a  preacher  in  EIngland,  was  their  leader.     He  oiganiied 
a  church  at  New  Haven,  and  they,  with  others  willing  to  accompany  them,  commenced  tht 
Battlement  of  this  town.    The  principal  men  amonff  them,  besides  Mr.  Youngs,  were  WilUaa 
Wells,  Barnabas  Horton,  Thomas  Mapes,  John  Tutnill,  and  Matthias  Corwin.    The  gorenMr 
of  New  Haven,  Theophilus  Eaton,  and  the  authorities  there,  had  not  only  aided  the  first  seokn 
in  their  negotiations  about  the  purchase  of  the  soil,  but  actually  Vook  tae  conveyance  in  UMJr 
own  names^  and  exercised  a  limited  control  over  the  territory  for  several  years,  which  eren^ 
ually  occasioned  some  dissatisfaction  among  the  inhabitants.    The  civil  and  eccleaiaslieal  eoD* 
cams  of  the  settlement  were  conducted  in  a  similar  manner  with  the  other  plantatioDs  radfr 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  Haven.    All  government  was  reputed  to  be  in  the  church,  and  hods 
were  admitted  to  the  entire  privileges  of  freemen,  or  free  bui^geases  as  they  were  called,  exenl 
church  members ;  a  court  was  in  lute  manner  instituted,  which  waa  authcnrized  to  hear  and  m- 
termine  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  and  whose  dedsions  were  to  be  according  to  the  lam  dT 
God  as  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures.    In  the  general  court,  (or  town  meeting,)  oooiMif 
also  of  church  menibers,  waa  tranaacted  the  ontinary  busineaa  of  the  plantation.    In  tfasM, 
orders  were  made  in  reUtioQ  to  the  division  of  lands,  the  enclosure  or  cultivation  nf  nwnw 
fielda,  the  regulation  of  fences,  highwavs,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  permitting  cattle  mi 
sheep  to  go  at  large  upon  the  common  lands ;  and  such  further  meaaurea  aa  were  raqnnd  fcr 
the  mutual  defence  oi  the  settlement  from  hoatile  attacks  on  every  side.    One  of  the  lini  ofA- 
nances  required  every  man  to  provide  himself  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  to  assaaUs  it 
an  appointed  place,  whenever  warned  ao  to  do,  under  a  certain  penalty  fbr  neglect  ia  any  «f 
theae  renMcta.    The  plantation  made  earlv  provision  fbr  the  educatioa  of  c^dlnn,  the  preMh 
Tation  ofgood  morals,  and  the  support  of  religion.    A  committee  was  appointed  to  regnlaie  tht 
•dmiaskm  of  new  aettlera,  and  no  one  could  become  an  inhabitant  wiuout  their  apprahatia; 
and  no  planter  could  aell  or  let  his  house  or  land  to  a  stranger,  but  onl^  to  auch  aa  W8ieip> 
proved  by  the  said  committee,  under  a  heavy  penalty.*' 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY. 

Sullivan  county  was  erected  in  March,  1809,  from  Ulster  county, 
and  received  its  name  in  honor  of  General  Sullivan,  an  officer  of  the 
revolutionary  army.  It  is  centrally  distant  from  New  York  about  100 
miles  NW.,  and,  by  the  routes  usually  travelled,  112  SW.  of  Albany. 
Greatest  length  NW.  and  SE.  45,  and  greatest  breadth  NE.  and 
SW.  37  miles.  The  county  of  Sullivan  is  situated  on  the  Delawai«| 
river,  W.  of  Ulster  county,  in  a  region  of  broken  land.  It  contaim 
a  large  proportion  of  mountainous  country.  The  Newburg  and  Co- 
checton  turnpike  runs  centrally  and  westerly  across  the  county ;  and 
on  this  road  and  the  Delaware  river  are  the  principal  settlements. 
The  New  York  and  Erie  railroad  runs  through  the  southern  portion. 
The  northern  part  is  the  wildest  and  least  settled.  The  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal  passes  through  the  valley  of  Bashe's  kill  into  Orange, 
and  returns  from  that  county  by  the  valley  of  the  Delaware,  along 
which  it  extends  in  this  coimty  about  15  miles,  to  the  dam  oppo- 
site the  Laxawaxen  river.    The  country  along  the  Delaware  is  noC 


gULUVAN  COUHTT.  M7 

fiiYorable  for  agriculture ;  generally  the  highlands  are  preferred  for 
cultivation,  being  more  dry,  and  productive  of  finer  grass  than  the 
valleys,  which  are  commonly  wet  and  cold.  Upon  the  Delaware, 
and  the  streams  which  flow  into  it,  the  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged 
in  lumbering.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  tract  on  the  southeast, 
in  the  Minisink  patent,  the  whole  county  was  covered  by  the  Har- 
denburg  patent,  under  which  there  are  now  some  extensive  land- 
holders. The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  of  Dutch  and  New  England 
descent  About  one  tenth  of  the  county  only  is  improved.  It  is  di- 
vided into  10  towns.     Pop.  15,630. 

Bethel,  taken  from  Lumberland  in  1809 ;  centrally  distant  from 
New  York  135,  from  Albany  121,  and  from  Monticello  W.  8  miles. 
Pop.  1,483.     Whitelake  and  Bethel  are  post-oflices. 

CocHECTON,  taken  from  Bethel  in  1828;  from  New  York  118, 
from  Albany  130  miles.  Pop.  622.  Cochecton  is  a  small  village 
upon  the  Delaware,  21  miles  NW.  of  Monticello.  Fosterdale  is  a 
post-office. 

Fallsbueo,  organized  in  1826 ;  from  New  York  108,  from  Albany 
102,  frt>m  Monticello  centrally  distant  N£.  8  miles.  Pop.  1,782. 
Fallsburg  and  Woodbum  are  small  post  villages. 

FoEESTBURo,  recently  formed,  is  centrally  distant  from  MonticeUo 
8.  8  miles.     Forestburg  is  a  small  village.     Pop.  433. 

Liberty,  taken  from  Lumberland  in  1807  $  NW.  from  New  York 
110,  from  Albany  SW.  110,  from  Monticello  to  the  settled  portion 
of  the  tovim  N.  10  miles.  Liberty  is  a  small  village  of  about  40 
dwellings.     Pop.  1,570. 

Lumberland,  taken  from  Mamakating  in  1798;  from  New  York 
115,  from  Albany  130,  and  from  Monticello  centrally  distant  SW.  20 
miles.  Pop.  1,205.  Lumbering  is  the  principal  business  of  the  in- 
habitants. Barryville  and  Lumberland  are  post-ofiices.  Narrows- 
burg  is  a  small  village. 

Mamakating,  organized  in  1798;  since  divided;  centrally  distant 
from  New  York  85,  and  from  Albany  100  miles.  Pop.  3,418. 
Bloomin^burg,  upon  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Shawaneunk  mountain, 
on  the  Newburg  and  Cochecton  turnpike,  13  miles  S£.  from  Mon- 
ticelio,  incorporated  in  1833,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Wurtsbo- 
rough  on  the  canal,  43  miles  from  Eddy  ville,  and  11  miles  from 
Monticello,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Near  here  is  a  valuable  lead 
-  mine.  Philipsport  is  a  small  village  on  the  canal,  4  miles  N.  from 
^' Wurtsborough.  Burlingham  is  a  small  village  on  the  Shawangunk 
creek,  4  miles  below  Bloomingsburg.  Mount  Vernon  and  West 
Brookville  are  post-offices.  This  town  was  settled  by  the  Dutch 
about  a  century  since. 

NcvEBBiNK,  organized  in  1798;  since  altered  in  area;  from  New 
York  115,  from  Albany  104,  and  from  Monticello  N.  13  miles. 
Pop.  1,681.    Neversink  and  Grahamsville  are  post-offices. 

Rockland,  taken  from  Neversink  in  1798 ;  from  New  York  I25f 
finom  Albany  116,  and  from  Monticello  N.  23  miles.  Pop.  826. 
Jt^J^lamiy  Little  Baaver  Kill,  and  Purvis,  are  postoffices. 
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TBOMnoM,  taken  from  Mamakatiiig ;  from  New  Yorii  100^  a; 
Tom  Albany  1 10  mUea.    Pop.  2^10. 


Weitem  entrance  into  Monticello. 

Honticello,  the  connty  seat,  on  the  Newburg  and  Cochecton  tun- 
pike,  named  after  JefierBon's  residence,  was  founded  in  1804,  fay 
Measra.  Samuel  F.  and  J.  F.  Jones,  from  New  Lebanon,  Columbia 
county,  who  were  proprietors  of  moat  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity- 
Judge  Piatt  Pelton  built  the  second  frame  house  here  in  IS06.  Tha 
above  view  was  taken  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Edmonds 
and  shows  on  the  right  the  steeple  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  on 
the  left  the  Presbyterian  churcn  and  the  courthouse.  There  an 
about  00  dwellings  in  the  village  and  vicinity.  Thompsonville  iia 
small  post  village.     Bridgeville  and  Gales  are  post-offices. 


TIOGA  COUNTY. 

TtooA  couiTTT,  taken  from  Montgomery  in  1794;  bounds  since 
much  altered :  still  further  reduced  in  1836,  by  the  erection  of  Che- 
mung county  from  its  western  portion.  Greatest  length  E.  and  W. 
81,  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S.  29  miles.  This,  with  Chemung  county, 
is  part  of  the  broad  and  long  belt  extending  westerly  from  Ulster  SM 
Green  counties  to  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Erie,  preserving  for  a  greri 

Eirt  of  the  distance  a  mean  height  of  about  1,600  feet  above  the 
vel  of  the  ocean.  The  soil  of  the  county  consists  generally  of  satiij 
and  gravelly  loam,  interspersed  with  patches  of  mud  and  clay.  The 
uplands  are  commonly  better  adapted  to  grass  than  grain ;  but  the 
valleys  give  fine  crops  of  wheat  ^d  com ;  oats,  barley,  peas,  beoMi 
and  hops  thrive  almost  everywhere.  The  Susquehannah  is  the 
principal  stream  of  the  county.  The  New  York  and  Erie  railroad 
crosses  the  county  E.  and  W. ;  and  the  railroad  from  Owego  to 
Ithaca  N.  and  S.    The  county  is  divided  into  9  towns.    Pop.  30,351. 
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Babtoit,  taken  from  Tioea  in  1834 ;  firom  Albany  ISl  miles,  from 
Owego  W.  10.  Factoryiolle,  17  miles  SB.  from  Elmira,  is  a  small 
Tillage  on  Cayuta  creek.  Barton  and  North  Barton  are  post-offices. 
Pop.  2^05. 

Berkshixe,  taken  from  Tioga  in  1808 ;  from  Albany  148,  from 
Owego  N.  14  miles.    Berkshire  is  a  small  village.    Pop.  955. 

Candor,  tajien  from  Spencer  in  1811;  from  Albany  177,  from 
Owego  N.  8  miles.  Pop.  3,367.  This  town  was  settled  in  1706, 
by  emigrants  from  Harttord  county,  Conn.  Candor  village,  centrally 
situatea,  has  about  370  inhabitants.  The  northern  portion  of  this 
town  once  belonged  to  the  Connecticut  school  fund.  Willseyville  is 
the  name  of  a  post-office,  around  which  there  is  a  settlement. 

Newark,  originally  named  Westville,  and  taken  from  Berkshire  in 
1823 ;  from  Albany  167,  from  Owego  NE.  8  miles.  Pop.  1,616. 
Newark  Valley  is  a  pleasant  and  thriving  village. 

Nichols,  taken  from  Tioga  in  1824 ;  from  Albany  167,  from  Owego 
SW.  10  miles.  Rushville,  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehannah,  has 
about  400  inhabitants.  Canfield's  Comers  is  a  small  settlement 
Pod.  1,986. 

Owego  was  organized  in  1791 ;  distant  NW.  from  New  York  city 
177,  from  Albany  SW.  167,  from  Elmira  E.  36  miles.  Pop.  5,329. 
Owego  village,  the  county  seat,  is  pleasantly  and  advantageously 
situated  for  trade  upon  the  Susquehannah  river,  and  upon  the  line  of 
the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad,  30  miles  SE.  from  Ithaca.  The 
name  Owe^o  is  of  Indian  origin,  simifying  swift  or  swift  river,  and 
was  applied  to  the  Owego  creek,  which  empties  into  the  Susquehan- 
nah about  half  a  mile  from  the  village.  About  the  year  1783  or 
1784,  James  McMaster  and  Amos  Draper  purchased  of  the  Indians 
what  they  called  a  half  township,  comprising  11,500  acres,  and  em- 
bracing the  site  upon  which  the  village  now  stands.  ''In  1785, 
McMaster,  and  William  Taylor,  still  living  in  Owego,  and  then  a 
bound  bov  to  McMaster,  came  and  cleared  in  one  season  10  or  15 
acres  of  land,  and  through  the  summer  planted  and  raised  a  crop  of 
com  from  the  same.  This  was  the  first  transition  of  the  ground, 
where  Owego  now  stands,  from  a  wilderness  state.  In  1794  or  1795, 
McMaster  and  Hudson,  a  surveyor,  laid  out  the  village  into  streets 
and  lota,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  what  Owego  now  is  or  shall 
be  hereafter.  ....  The  sources  of  wealth,  as  the  village  grew  up, 
were  salt  from  Salina,  brought  to  the  place  and  carried  down  the 
river  in  arks  for  the  Pennsvlvania  and  Maryland  markets,  wheat 
from  the  north,  which  was  also  transported  down  the  river,  lumber, 
also,  and  plaster."* 

**  Between  Owego  and  Tioga  Point  there  were  a  number  of  Indians  lived  on  the  ri?er 
plun  lor  a  length  of  time  after  its  settlement  by  the  whites.  They  demanded  a  yearly  rent 
of  the  settlers  tor  their  land,  until  a  treaty  was  held  with  them  at  Tioga,  3  or  4  yean  after 
the  first  settlement.  An  Indian,  called  Captain  John,  was  their  chief,  or  passed  as  such. 
They  were  always  pleased  to  have  white  people  eat  with  them ;  and  would  appear  ofiend. 

*  See  Annals  of  Binghampton  ahd  of  the  country  connected  with  it,  from  which  the  ea^f 
fc—ory  of  this  pbee  is  extracted. 
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•d,  S,  wfam  etSiBg  M  thab  wifwuna  when  Ihir  v"  nrinc,  dtey  nfatei  Id  Mt  «Jh 
lluDi.  In  aeaking  their  rent,  which  ihej  expected  to  be  paid  in  gnin,  or  when  dwf  wUit 
to  borrow,  or  buy,  or  bag,  the;  neier  would  uk  for  wheat,  bnl  alwar*  far  e*ra.  I(  ii  ail, 
that  tome  of  ihe  aquaw*  eoold  make  an  excelienl  kind  of  cake,  oal  of  fine  Indian  mal, 
dried  berriea,  and  maple  aufar.  When  (hey  wiahed  to  beg  aoniBlhing  to  eat,  inatcad  a[ 
aipreanngil  ia  words,  thejr  would  place  their  hand  fiiat  oa  their  ifawii  k  mitd  than  to  Am 
moutL  Thii  mule  language  muat  have  been  a  poweiful  appeal  Id  the  boqatalitT  and  qr^ 
paihiea  of  Ifaeir  more  fortunate  brethren.  When  Ihey  had  bad  luck,  it  ia  aaid,  tfaif  wtM 
oal  aome  kind  of  root  which  made  them  leiy  liek  and  vomit,  thai  they  mi^t,  aa  Ihey  mU, 
have  better  luck  in  future. 

'*  A  few  jeaia  afier  the  country  wu  settled,  there  prevailed  an  extennTe  bihI  iHiHi 
(amine,  It  wu  fell  more  particularly  in  the  region  between  Owcgo  and  Glmire,  cmbudif 
Tioga.  It  waa  experienced  even  down  to  Wyoming.  For  6  weelu  or  more  the  inhilittus 
were  entirely  without  bread  or  ita  kind.  Thu  aeaaun  of  fambhing  occiurod  hiiini  illiMj 
belbie  the  time  of  harveaiing.  So  far  es  the  cause  of  thie  deetiluiioD  waa  aecmmtcd  l<*,k 
was  supposed  lo  result  from  a  greater  number,  than  usual,  of  new  aeitlera  coming  ia,  ud 
•leoagreal  acarcily  prevailing  in  Wyoming  tliat  Mason.  This  being  s  much  older  MtM 
country,  a  acarcity  here  would  materially  aJTccl  ihe  newer  parts.  During  the  prcvaleaeyrf 
thie  want  of  bread,  the  people  weie  languid  in  their  movements,  iireaolute  and  feeble  a 
wfaai  they  undertook,  emaciated  and  gaunt  in  their  appearance.  The  iDhabilanla,BiaMk 
•dtuEa  for  more  aubttantial  food,  gathered,  or  rather,  it  ia  believed,  Jug  what  wera  oM 
wild  beana ;  which,  it  aeema,  were  found  in  cotuidenble  quantiliea.  Theae  ibey  kaU 
and  ate,  with  conaideiable  relish.  They  would  alao  gather  the  moat  nnltilioM  nxMad 
eat.  Aa  aoon  as  their  rye  was  jn  Ihe  milk,  it  waa  aeized  upon,  and  by  drying  it  aval 
moderate  fire,  until  the  grain  acquired  aome  consistency,  Ihey  were  cnablal  to  poadil 
inio  a  sort  of  meal,  out  of  which  they  made  miui.  This  waa  a  nry  great  nlieC  d4M|k 
ibeproceaa  was  tedious,  and  attended  with  much  waste  of  Ibe  gnin.  In  Iba  •ally  pKltf 
the  scarcity,  while  there  was  ■  poHibilily  of  finding  grvin  or  fionr  of  any  kind  ilnii 
imtaocei  were  not  tmlrequeni,  of  families  tearing  up  their  feather.betlB,  and  aendinf  a«V 
the  feathen  in  exchange  for  bread  {  and  instaocea  also  of  individnala  ridittg  a  whole  4t 
and  not  obtaining  a  toJ/'  of  a  loaT.  During  the  time  of  ihia  great  want,  however,  aMi 
died  of  hunger.  There  were  (wo  young  men  that  died  in  conaequeace  of  eating  to  mi. 
when  tbeir  hunger  came  to  be  relieved  by  the  green  rye." 


---#t: 


West  view  of  the  courthouse  and  other  buHdingM,  Otoego. 

The  above  view  was  taken  near  the  reaidence  of  Dr.  Luciiw  AD* 
The  building  with  a  ctipola  near  the  centre  of  the  drawing  is  iit 
courthouse,  the  one  on  the  right  the  academy,  both  of  which  face  lb 
public  square.  The  building  seen  in  the  dislsmce  is  the  BafM 
church.  Besides  the  above,  there  are  in  the  village  1  Presbyteiia 
and  1  Methodist  church,  the  Owego  bank,  capit^  •SOO.OOO,  X  S0 
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hotels,  and  about  200  dwellinffs.  The  railroad  which  extends  from 
here  to  Ithaca,  was  the  second  chartered  in  the  state,  (1828,)  and  is 
2Bi  miles  in  length.  East  Owego  and  Flemingville  are  names  of 
post-offices  in  this  town. 

The  following  inscription  was  copied  from  a  monument  in  the  vil- 
lage graveyard. 

**  In  memory  of  Col.  Datid  Pizlbt,  who  departed  this  life  Aug.  35th,  1807,  in  the  67lh 
year  of  his  age. — He  was  an  officer  of  the  revolution  at  the  aiege  of  Quebec  in  1775,  under 
Gen.  Montgomery,  was  the  first  settler  of  Owego  in  1790,  and  continued  its  father  and 
iiiond  until  his  death." 

RicBFOED,  taken  from  Berkshire  in  1833 ;  from  Owego  N.  18  miles. 
Richford  is  a  neat  but  small  village  centrally  situated.     Pop.  938. 

Spencer  was  taken  from  Owego  in  1806 ;  from  Owego  N  W .  13  miles. 
Pop.  1,532.  Spencer,  on  the  Cattotong  creek,  has  several  churches 
and  about  450  inhabitants.  It  was  previous  to  1822  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  the  county.  The  courthouse  having  been  burnt,  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  then  half-shire  towns  of  Owego  and  Elmira,  the  latter 
of  which  is  now  the  seat  of  justice  for  Chemung  county.  East  Spen- 
cer is  a  post-office. 

TxooA  was  formed  in  1800 ;  from  Albany  176  miles.  Pop.  2,328. 
Smithborough,  12  miles  SW.  from  Owego,  and  Ransomville,  are 
small  villages. 


TOMPKINS  COUNTY. 

ToMFBiNB  COUNTY,  named  in  honor  of  the  Hon.  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, formerly  Vice-president  of  the  United  States,  was  taken  from 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  counties  in  1817 ;  limits  since  changed.  Great- 
est length  E.  and  W.  34,  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S.  28  miles ;  cen- 
trally distant  from  New  York  212,  and  from  Albai^y  16^  miles. 
ThiE  county  forms  part  of  the  hiffh  land  in  the  southwestern  portion 
of  the  Elate.  Its  summit  generally  is  elevated  from  1,200  to  1,400 
SmIv  but  the  singular  and  deep  basins  in  which  he  the  Cayuga  and 
Sneca  lakes,  have  given  a  peculiar  formation  to  its  sur&ce,  and  to 
the  ooune  and  character  of  its  streams.  The  Cayuga  lake  indents 
it  on  the  N.  about  18  miles ;  the  Seneca  lake  exten&  southerly  on 
its  western  border  12  miles.  The  greater  portion  of  the  country 
declines  from  all  sides  towards  the  Cayuga  lake.  The  ascent  from 
the  shores  of  the  lake  is  gradual  and  smooth  to  the  eye,  yet  it  is 
rapid,  and  attains  within  2  miles  the  height  of  at  least  500  feet 
Tnis  gi^^  to  the  streams  a  precipitous  character.  The  towns  of 
New^d,  Danby,  and  Caroline,  were  purchased  from  the  state  by 
Messrs.  Watkins  and  Flint  The  towns  north  of  these,  excepting  a 
snudl  portion  in  the  northeastern  port  of  Dryden,  belong  to  the  mili- 
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tary  tract  That  portion  was  in  the  cession  to  Massachusetts.  The 
county  is  chiefly  settled  by  New  England  emigrants.  The  New 
York  and  Erie  railroad  passes  through  the  county.  Tompkins  county 
is  divided  into  10  towns.     Pop.  38,113. 

Caroline,  taken  from  Spencer  in  1811;  W.  from  Albany  165, 
centrally  distant  from  Ithaca  SE.  11  miles.  Caroline,  Speedville, 
Mott's  Comers,  and  Slatersville,  are  small  post  villages,  of  which 
the  latter  is  the  largest.     Pop.  2,459. 

Danby,  taken  from  Spencer  in  1811;  from  Albany  172  miles. 
The  Ithaca  and  Owego  railroad  crosses  the  northeastern  border  of 
the  town.  Danby  is  a  small  village  6  miles  S.  of  Ithaca,  upon  the 
Owego  turnpike.     South  Danby  is  a  post-oflice.     Pop.  2,570. 

Dryden,  taken  from  Ulysses  in  1803;  from  Albany  153  miles. 
Dryden  is  a  neat  village  1 1  miles  NE.  of  Ithaca,  containing  about  50 
dwellings.  Etna,  Verna,  and  West  Dryden,  are  smaller  settlements. 
Pop.  5,433. 

Enfield  was  taken  from  Ulysses  in  1821 ;  from  Albany  171,  c&k- 
trally  distant  6  miles  W.  of  Ithaca.  West  Enfield  and  Enfield  are 
the  names  of  the  post-offices.     Pop.  2,343. 

Groton,  originally  named  Division,  was  orjganized  in  1817 ;  from 
Albany  W.  160,  from  Ithaca  centrally  distant  NE.  14  miles. 
McLeansville,  Groton,  Peruville,  Fall  Creek,  and  West  Groton  are 
small  post  villages.     Pop.  3,618. 

Hector  was  taken  from  Ovid  in  1802 ;  from  Ithaca  W.  16  miles. 
Burdette,  Mecklenburg,  Reyfioldsville,  and  Searsburg,  are  small  post 
villages.  There  are  one  or  two  other  post-offices  and  small  settle- 
ments in  the  town.  Pop.  5,654.  The  Hector  Falls,  a  beautiful 
cascade  of  20  feet,  are  upon  a  stream  which  empties  into  the  Seneca 
lake,  near  the  village  of  burdette. 

Ithaca  was  taken  from  Ulysses  in  1821.  Pop.  5,81 1.  Around  the 
head  of  the  Cayuga  lake,  which  extends  about  two  miles  within  the 
limits  of  the  town,  are  several  thousand  acres  of  alluvial  flats.  From 
this  plain,  the  hills  rise  on  three  sides  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre, 
to  the  height  of  500  feet,  exhibiting  uncommonly  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent scenery.  To  the  lover  of  nature,  few  places  aflbrd  scenes 
of  more  interest  than  Ithaca.  There  are  several  splendid  cataracts 
within  the  space  of  a  verv  few  miles,  each  of  which  has  its  pecu- 
liar attractions,  among  wkich  are  the  Cascadilla,  Eagle,  Lucifer, 
Taghcanic,  and  those  on  Fall  creek,  about  a  mile  distant .  from  the 
village  of  Ithaca.  These  last  are  the  most  visited,  and  derive  an 
additional  interest  from  the  tunnel,  a  subterraneous  work  of  art,  200 
feet  in  length,  from  10  to  12  wide,  and  13  feet  in  height,  which  con- 
ducts the  water  from  a  point  a  few  rods  above  the  first  faU  to  a  mill 
site  at  the  bridge  below. 

The  village  of  Ithaca  was  founded  by  the  late  Simeon  De  Witt,  sur- 
veyor-general of  the  state.  It  is  beautifully  situated  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  above  the  Cayuga  lake,  partially  upon  the  flats  and  partially 
upon  the  hill.  It  is  distant  163  miles  from  Albany,  40  SE.  from 
Geneva,  and  29  from  Owego.     The  Cayuga  inlet  is  navigable  to  the 
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hke  for  boats  of  50  tons.  Ithaca  is  well  located  for  trade.  It  com- 
municates with  the  Erie  canal  by  the  lake  and  Seneca  canal,  and  with 
the  Susquehannah  river  and  the  line  of  the  Erie  railroad,  by  the 
Owego  nulroad.  The  village  contains  upwards  of  700  dweUings,  1 
Presbyterian,  1  Methodist,  1  Episcopal,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Dutch  Re- 
formed church,  the  Ithaca  Academy,  2  banks,  several  printing  offices, 
a  very  extensile  map-publishing  establishment,  a  variety  of  mills  and 
manufactories,  and  about  4,000  inhabitants.  The  Ithaca  and  Owego 
railroad,  the  second  chartered  in  the  state,  (1828,)  is  29)  miles  in 
length.  It  ascends  from  the  level  of  the  lake  by  two  inclined  planes ; 
the  first,  l,733i  feet  long,  rises  1  foot  in  4.28,  or  405  feet ;  the  other, 
2,225  feet  long,  ascends  1  foot  in  21  feet.  The  whole  elevation  above 
the  lake  overcome,  is  602  feet  within  8  miles ;  after  which  there  is  a 
descent  of  376  feet  to  Owego.  Stationary  steam-power  is  used  upon 
the  first,  and  horse-power  upon  the  second  plane  and  other  portions 
of  the  road. 

The  Presbvterian  church  was  erected  in  1817 ;  the  society  which 
worships  in  this  house  is  the  oldest  in  the  village,  having  been  organ- 
ized in  1804  or  1805.  Thev  worshipped  in  a  common  school-house 
until  1616,  which  being  demolished  in  a  riot,  the  congregation 
were  obliged  for  a  season  fo  meet  in  an  old  bam.  Their  first 
mistor  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mandeville,  who  officiated  till  1816. 
William  Wisner,  A.  E.  Campbell,  and  John  W.  McCullough,  have 
been  succeeding  ministers.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was 
erected  in  1819,  and  enlarged  in  1826.  The  Episcopal  church  was 
built  in  1824.  The  first  Baptist  society  was  constituted  in  Oct  1826 ; 
their  church  was  opened  for  worship  in  Jan.  1831.  The  Reformed 
Dutch  church  was  organized  in  1830 ;  their  meeting-house  was  com- 
pleted in  1683.  The  Ithaca  Journal,  the  oldest  newspaper  in  the 
county,  was  established  by  Ebenezer  Mack,  in  1818. 

Lansing  was  taken  firom  Genoa  of  Cayuga  county  in  1817.  Lud- 
lowville,  10  miles  N.  of  Ithaca,  has  about  60  dwellings.  Lansingville 
12,  North  Lansing  10,  and  South  Lansing  8  miles  from  Ithaca,  are 
small  villages.     Pop.  3,673. 

Newfield  was  originally  named  Spencer,  and  organized  in  1811 
as  part  of  Tioga  county.  Newfield,  7  miles  SW.  of  Ithaca,  is  a  small 
post  village,  containing  2  churches  and  about  60  dwellings.  It  was 
founded  m  1820.     Pop.  3,572. 

Ulysses  was  organized  in  1801.  Trumansburg,  11  miles  NW. 
fix>m  Ithaca,  has  1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Presbyterian  church, 
and  about  100  dwellings.  Jacksonville,  Waterburg,  and  Halseyville, 
are  small  settlements.  On  Halsey  creek,  about  10  miles  firom  Ithaca, 
are  the  Taghcanic  Falls,  shown  in  the  following  engraving.  This 
cataract  is  about  200  feet  in  height,  and  the  rocks  tower  100  feet 
above  the  top.  Viewed  from  alx>ve  or  beneath,  the  scene  is  one  of 
sublimity.  The  latter,  however,  is  the  best  To  witness  this,  the 
visiter  is  obliged  to  go  down  the  stream  about  a  mile,  and  return  by 
the  valley,  which  is  oounded  by  a  rocky  gorge,  with  perpendicular 
rocks  rising  in  some  places  400  or  500  feet  above  tne  bed  of  the 
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cnek,  when  the  scene  bunts  suddenly  upon  him  m  all  its  wildneH 
and  majesty. 

The  fbllowinc;  account  of  &n  adventure  with  a  bear,  at  this  plu^ 
communicated  by  Mr.  Georee  Weybuni,  a  resident  in  this  Ticint^t 
shows  that  not  many  years  have  elapsed  since  this  was  a  spot 

"  Wh«iv  boaita  vilh  nun  diTtded  empire  claimed*'* 

One  SundKT  evening  in  October,  tboul  47  yein  aince,  u  m;  fellier.  Mi.  Sunael  Wtf. 
burn,  wu  retumiiw  from  feeding  hie  hana  on  Ihe  nonh  eids  of  Uie  creek,  neu  wboc  *i 
dinillery  now  sUnda,  his  dog  Miirled  up  a  bear  and  her  Iwo  cube.  Ttiey  followed  ikdr 
course  up  the  hill  on  the  aouih  side  of  the  creek  anlil  near  tbe  RUnmit,  •  few  roda  itan 
die  Tnill.aite  fall,  where  ihe  cub*  took  to  a  tree.  My  father  tui  la  ilie  boon,  and,  kn> 
obtained  hia  gan,  puiaued.  Being  directed  by  the  barking  ^  ibe  dog,  he  pojttcd  ibcmS 
roda  beyond  ibe  tree  in  which  the  cuba  were,  and  (hers  he  found  the  bear  with  btrkid 
tgainat  a  tree  atanding  on  Ihe  brink  of  Ihe  gulf,  defending  hetscif  from  the  altadu  J  A> . 
ikg.  He  iired,  and,  as  it  afterward  proved,  broke  one  of  b«r  fare  legit  The  aniaal* 
treated  into  the  gulf,  and  waa  sees  no  more  that  nigtal.  In  iha  mean  time  mj  bmAk 
brolher,  and  myaelf,  who  had  followed  in  the  punuil,  came  Co  the  tree  into  which  tha  odi 
had  relreated,  who,  being  frightened  at  the  report  of  the  gun  and  the  aoand  of  oar  ijin*. 
began  lo  cry  mom .'  nunn .'  in  the  moat  afrecling  lonea,  slKHigly  resembling  tbe  hiHH 
Toiee.  My  mother  baring  called  my  father,  fae  abol  the  cuba  and  relumed  honie.  TbaMl 
morning,  my  falhet  thinking  thai  he  had  either  lulled  or  Beverely  wounded  the  uiuimI,  fi«  fc 
want  of  a  better  weapon,  (having  expended  hia  only  charge  of  gunpowder  tbe  STnuni^ 
Tiaua,)  look  a  pitchfork  and  proceeded  in  quest  of  die  enemy,  aecompuiied  hj  iiijaatf  ■! 
brother.  I  was  armed  with  a  small  aie  ;  but  ray  brolher,  not  being  aqnipped  fix  sfv,  ■■ 
allowed  to  aocompany  ua  iore-banded.  Thua  accoutred  and  followed  by  oar  da(,  wa  ^ 
Gseded  to  wiihin  about  40  rods  of  the  great  fall,  when  my  father,  appijied  of  tb*  dm  ~~ 
of  the  enemy  by  the  barking  of  the  dog,  ran  and  leA  ua  in  the  mar.  We  aooo  eu 
■ghl  of  tbe  bear  and  dog,  who  were  paasing  from  Ihe  left  wall  of  the  ptBcipJca  Mm 
basin  10  Ihe  tight,  and  ascsnded  up  almost  to  the  peipcodiculu  rock,  a  distauca  of 
100  feab  My  father,  climbing  up  lower  down,  was  enabled  to  intercrpl  her  paaa^-  _ 
cocnqntbce  of  b»r  broken  limb.  Here  the  action  again  eommeiiced  by  hia  girinf  !■ 
tbna  ^niata  with  the  lark.    Tha  first  sod  second  wan  naw  tbe  baan,  iba  ihM  auad  t« 
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Aooldflr-blMie,  when  dhe  tmned  upon  Uiii  and  Im  met  her  with  a  thniat  in  her  fceei,  pDttnw 
out  one  dfher  efea  with  one  prong  and  tearing  her  tongue  with  the  other.  She  then  mahe3 
towarda  him,  hie  feet  gave  away,  and  as  he  tell  ahe  caught  him  by  the  elothea,  near  hii 
hwaae.  At  thia  Juncture,  he  aeiied  her  and  threw  her  below  him.  Thia  he  repeated  two 
or  three  timea  in  their  deacent  towarda  the  bottom  of  the  ravine,  during  which  ahe  bit  Kim 
in  both  htti  legi  and  in  hia  anna.  At  the  bottom,  in  the  creek,  lay  a  atone  whow  front 
waa  not  unlike  the  front  of  a  common  cooking  stove,  the  water  reaching  to  the  top.  Near 
tUa,  4  or  5  feet  distant,  atood  a  rock  on  the  bank.  Into  thia  anug  notch  it  waa  his  good 
lock  to  throw  h»  antagoniat,  with  her  feet  and  clawa  towarda  the  rock  in  the  atream.  In 
thia  situation  he  succeeded  in  holding  her  with  hia  back  to  hers,  and  braced  between  the 
roeka.  With  his  left  hand  he  held  her  by  the  back,  and  with  hie  right  clenched  her  by  the 
neck  until  I  came  up.  I  struck  her  with  all  my  might  on  the  back  with  the  axe.  At  this 
ny  iather  sprang  froon  her  and  seised  his  fork.  The  bear  turned  towarda  ua  widi  a  ahake 
and  a  anon — I  gave  her  a  aevere  blow.  She  fell,  but  recovering  herself^  endeavored  to 
retreat  We  renewed  the  conflict,  and  ere  long  the  lifeless  corpse  of  the  animal  proclaimed 
m  masteia  of  the  field.  The  victory  was  deariy  bought,  the  blood  was  running  in  streams 
ftooi  mj  fetber's  hands,  and  from  his  limbs  into  his  shoes.  On  examination,  lie  found  that 
she  had  bitten  him  in  each  limb,  inflicting  four  ugly  wounda  at  each  bile,  beaidea  a  aht  in 
wriit,  auppoaed  to  have  been  done  by  one  of  her  clawa.** 
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Ulster^  an  original  coonty,  was  organized  in  1883.  It  is  from 
New  York  centrally  distant  N.  110,  and  from  Albany  S.  60  miles. 
Greatest  length  E.  and  W.  50,  breadth  N.  and  S.  40  miles.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  mountainous.  The  Shawangunk  mountain  en- 
ters the  county  from  Orange,  and  running  NE.  nearly  30  miles,  sinks 
into  low  and  irregular  hills  in  Hurley;  but  its  continuity  is  preserved 
to  Kingston  near  the  Hudson.  Northward  of  that  village  it  again 
rises,  until  it  is  identified  with  the  Catskill  mountains.  Between  the 
Blue  and  Shawangunk  mountains  is  a  broad  valley  through  which 
winds  the  Rondout  river,  a  stream  whose  name  is  a  corruption  of 
the  word  Redoubt,  so  named  after  a  fortification  built  upon  the  stream 
by  the  early  Dutch  settlers.  The  Wallkill  runs  a  northeast  course 
south  of  the  Shawangunk  mountain,  receiving  the  Shawangunk  creek* 
nd  uniting  with  the  Rondout,  8  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  three 
streams  above  noticed  are  the  great  drains  of  the  county,  and  afhrd 
very  advantageous  mill  power,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  tide,  much 
of  which  is  yet  unemployed.  In  the  west  the  Nevisink  river  and  other 
tributaries  of  the  Delaware  have  their  sources.  The  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal  enters  the  county  at  its  southwest  border,  and  passing 
tbrough  the  towns  of  Wawarsing,  Rochester,  Marbletown,  and  Hur- 
ley, unites  in  the  town  of  Kingston  with  the  Rondout,  2i  miles  firom 
the  Hudson.  The  inhabitants  are  much  engaged  in  manu&cturing, 
nd  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  raising  of  sheep  and  cattle* 
fer  which  purpose  few  counties  are  better  adapted.  The  county  was 
settled  by  the  Dutch  as  early  as  1616.  Tradition  says  that  at  a  very 
aariy  period  there  were  settlers  upon  the  Minisink  on  the  Dela- 
ware, who  transported  some  valuable  minerals  by  the  road  al<mg  the 
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Roedout  to  the  North  river.  This  county  ajq)ears  to  have  ■uffered 
more  from  Indian  hostilities  than  any  other  portion  of  the  connlry 
while  under  the  Dutch.  The  county  is  divided  into  14  towns.  Popi 
45,724. 

EaoFui,  formerly  called  Kline  or  Little  Esopus,  taken  from  King^ 
ton  in  IBIO ;  from  Albany  68,  from  Kingston  S.  6  miles.  Elmorei 
Comers  is  a  small  post  village,  half  a  mile  west  of  the  Hudstm. 
Pop.  1,927. 

HuBLEv,  organized  in  1788  ;  from  Albany  64  miles.  The  inhabit 
ants  are  chiefly  descendants  from  the  early  Dutch  settlers  and  New 
England  emigrants,  and  their  progeny.  Pop.  3,301.  Hurley,  on  the 
rignt  bank  ofthe  Esopus,  3  miles  S  W.  from  Kingston,  and  Rosendak^ 
S  miles  SW.,  are  small  villages.  At  the  latter  place  a  large  quantity 
of  lime  is  manufactured,  celebrated  for  its  strength  and  durability. 
Pop.  2,201. 


Eastern  view  of  Kingston, 

Kingston  was  organized  in  1786.  It  has  a  rolling  surface,  and 
generally  a  good  soil.  Pop.  5,824.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  Dat<^ 
•ettlements  in  the  state,  having  commenced  in  1616,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  the  third  place  settled  in  New  Yorlf.  In  1662,  it  had  a  settled  min- 
ister, and  the  county  records  commence  about  that  period.  Kingitoo 
village,  formerly  called  Esopus,  was  incorporated  in  1805.  The 
above  engraving  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  as  viewed  fron 
the  residence  oi  J.  H.  Rutzer,  Esq.,  which  is  situated  on  a  gentle 
eminence  a  few  rods  south  of  the  Rondout  road.  The  CatsktII  moun- 
tains are  seen  in  the  extreme  distance.  The  village  is  regulariy  laid 
out  on  ten  streets,  and  beautifully  situated  on  the  fertile  pine  flats  el- 
evated about  40  feet  above  the  Esopus  creek.  These  flats  comm^ue 
at  Kingston  and  extend  to  Saugerties,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles,  and 
are  from  2  to  2}  miles  in  width.  The  village  contains  the  county 
■niidings,  1  Dutch  .Reformed,  1  Episcopal,  1  Methodiat,  and  I  B^ 
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list  church*  an  academyt  2  banks,  8  newspaper  establishments,  a  large 
inm  foundry,  and  about  275  dwelUnffs,  many  of  which  are  built  of 
Hue  limestone.  It  is  58  miles  from  Albany,  93  irom  New  York,  and 
about  3  from  the  landing  on  Hudson  river.  The  village  of  Rondout, 
about  a  mile  from  the  Hudson,  was  founded  in  1828  by  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  being  a  place  of  deposit  for  their  coal. 
It  contains  a  church  and  about  75  dwellings.  Eddysville,  a  small 
village  partly  in  Esopus  and  partly  in  Kingston,  is  at  the  head  of 
navigation  on  Rondout  creek,  4  miles  above  its  mouth,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Hudson  and  Delaware  canal. 

**  In  the  year  1663,  the  Indians  near  EZaopue,  (now  Kingston,)  who  had  for  some  time 
•vinced  discontent  with  their  Dutch  neighbors,  seem  to  have  imited  in  a  plan  for  eztermi^ 
BBtiiig  the  whites.  In  the  month  of  June,  while  they  amused  the  people  with  a  negotia. 
lioa  for  better  neighborhood,  they  seized  the  opportunity,  while  the  men  of  the  Tillage  were 
It  their  agricultural  employment  abroad,  to  enter,  as  'tis  said,  under  pretence  of  trade,  and 
in  a  Tery  short  time  killed  or  carried  off  captive  sizty.five  persons.  The  Netherianden, 
who  Iroan  anterior  hostilities  had  been  induced  to  erect  a  fort,  rallied  and  seixid  their  arms ; 
bat  the  nntiviea,  aa  if  intending  further  aggression,  likewise  erected  a  palisaded  fortificanon, 
mA  wwe  probably  increasing  in  force,  when  Martin  Ciygier  arriving  from  New  Amsterdam 
with  tioopa  aent  by  Governor  Stuyvesant,  the  red  men  fled  to  the  mountains. 

"  Daring  part  of  this  summer  the  director^general  repaired  to  Esopus,  and  by  aending  oat 

liM,  aot  only  kept  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  in  check,  but  made  inroads  among 
hill  ftatnussnir,  destroyed  the  Indian  villages  and  forts,  laid  waate  and  burnt  their  fiekb 

I  magaiines  of  maize,  killed  many  of  their  warriors,  released  the  Dutch  captives  to  the 
ibcr  of  twenty.two,  and  captureid  eleven  of  the  enemy.  These  vigorous  operations 
«Mi  Mowed  by  a  truce  in  Decen^r,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  the  May  foUowing." 

The  village  of  Kingston  was  one  of  the  largest  places  in  the  prov- 
iHee  of  New  York  previous  to  ttie  revolution.  It  was  laid  in  ashes 
ly  the  British  under  General  Vaughan  in  October,  1777,  and  a  lai^ 
tfHUitity  of  public  stores  were  destroyed.  It  is  stated  that  at  that 
firiod  the  village  was  nearly  as  lar^e  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
alnry  house,  excepting  one  in  which  Mrs.  Hammersly  resided,  was 
dMtroyed.  This  lady  being  acquainted  with  some  of  the  British 
dUaen^  it  wai  spared  on  her  account  The  following  account  of  the 
bonung  of  this  place  is  from  the  Connecticut  Joumsl  of  Oct  27 : — 

**  In  our  last  we  obeerved  that  the  British  proceeded  up  the  river  past  this  place.  As  they 
want  akmgt  ^7  burnt  a  few  mills,  houses,  and  boats.  On  Friday  they  reached  Esopus, 
lad  thera  landed  a  immber  of  men,  who  marched  up  to  the  defenceless  town  of  Kingston, 
■t  two  milfla  firoin  the  river,  and  immediately  set  it  on  fire ;  the  conflagration  was  gen- 
IB  •  few  winotna,  and  in  a  short  time  that  pleasant  and  wealthy  town  was  reduced  to 
m ;  only  one  house  eacaptng  the  flames.  Thus  by  the  wantonness  of  power,  the  third 
town  in  this  aiate  for  aae,  elegance,  and  wealth  is  reduced  to  a  heap  of  mbbiah ;  and  the 
«Mn  happy  inhabitants,  (who  are  chiefly  of  Dutch  descent,)  obliged  to  aolicit  for  shelter 
mmuag  atmngon,  and  tboae  who  possessed  lately  elegant  and  convenient  dweUings,  obliged 
to  take  np  with  auch  huts  as  they  find  can  defend  them  from  the  cold  blasts  of  approaching 
winter.  We  learn  that  the  inhabitants  saved  the  best  part  of  their  movable  property,  but 
HSM  loat  the  beat  part  of  their  temporal  alL  Tis  said  the  enemy  took  little  time  to  plun- 
tet  bnqg  toU  that  General  Clinton  waa  at  hand  with  1,500  men,  bnt  unluckily  not  so  near 
•i  to  mve  tha  town.  They  burnt  aeveral  veaseb  and  hooses  at  the  landing,  then  scamper. 
^  off  ptocij^tafely  to  their  vesaela.  Next  day  they  burnt  aeveral  hooses  at  Rhynebeck 
Vkm,  nad  proceeded  aa  fer  aa  Livingston's  manor,  where  they  burnt  a  few  more ;  oar 
aoopn  nro  bow  up  with  tbam.    It  is  hoped  they  will  be  able  to  put  a  atop  to  thaae  deprsda. 


^ 

The  following  is  an  eastern  view  of  the  house  of  James  W.  Baldwin, 
Emi^  reoootly  standing  on  the  comer  of  Biaiden-lane  and  Fair-street, 
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in  the  village  of  Kingston.  It  is  built  of  blue  limestone,  which  waa  pio- 
cured  in  Uk  Ticinity.  It  was  in  a  chamber  in  this  building  that  the 
convention  met  and  formed  the  first  constitution  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  which  was  adopted  April  20th,  1777.  "  It  embraced  the  out- 
lines of  a  state  government ;  defined  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
executive,  legislative,  judicial,  and  military  departmenta ;  preikribed 
the  mode  ofeiectiona,  and  secured  to  the  citizens  their  natural  and 
unalienable  rights.  From  the  adoption  of  this  instrument  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  the  state  of  New  York  nas  been  under  the  empire  of  laws 
either  framed  or  adopted  by  representatives  elected  by  the  spontaofr- 
OU8  suffrages  of  her  citizens." 

During  the  revolutionary  war  a  number  of  royaltsta  were  executed 
in  this  town  for  treason.  Judge  Haabrouck  of  Kingston,  who  was 
at  that  time  a  lad,  says  that  two  of  them  were  executed  on  the  first 
hill  from  the  landing.  It  appears  that  these  unfortunate  men  expect 
ed  to  be  reprieved ;  when  they  drew  near  the  gallows,  and  saw  the 
preparation  for  their  execution,  they  became  overwhelmed  with  a 
sense  of  their  awful  situation,  and  exclaimed,  "  O  keer !  vergeetn 
onxx  zonde,"  (O  Lord  I  forgive  our  sins.)  The  father  of  Judge  Hb» 
brouck,  one  of  the  principS  men  of  the  place,  although  a  firm  frieaii 
to  the  American  cause,  was  opposed  to  the  execution,  and  sufecd 
much  anguish  of  mind  on  account  of  these  harsh  and  bloody  me8» 
ures.  These  men,  although  tones,  were  persons  of  respectability,  who 
had  families.  Between  20  and  30  royalists  who  were  taken  up,  en- 
listed in  the  American  army,  and  thus  saved  their  lives. 

Mabbletown,  organized  in  17S8 ;  from  Albany  S.  66  miles.   Slar> 
ble  of  a  superior  quality  abounds.     Marbletown  7  mile?  SW.  of 
Kingston,  Stony  Ridge  10  SW.,  and  High  Falls  on  the  Rondoot     i 
12  miles  from  Kingston,  are  small  settlements.     Vaughcripple  BuiK 
12  miles  from  Kingston,  is  a  hamlet.     Pop.  3,813. 

MABLBOKouaH,  organized  in  I7SS;  from  Albany  7S  miles.  Tbi 
inhahitants  are  more  generally  of  Ei^Iish  origin  than  any  other  town 
in  the  county.     Marlborough,  26  miles  S.  of  Kingston,  and  Milton 
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tS  miles,  are  both  on  the  Hudaon,  and  have  each  about  80  dwellingi. 
Ijatintown  is  a  small  village  centrally  situated.     Pop.  2,534. 

New  Paltz  was  organized  in  1786;  from  Albany  S.  70  miles. 
The  inhabitants  are  descendants  of  the  primitive  Dutch  settlers.  Pop. 
6»413.  New  Paltz,  on  the  Wallkill,  16  miles  SW.  from  Kingston,  has 
about  30  dwellings,  principally  of  stone,  in  the  ancient  Dutch  style, 
and  an  incorporated  academy.  New  Paltz  Landing,  on  the  Hudson 
opposite  Pou^hkeepsie,  20  miles  S.  of  Kingston,  is  a  small  settlement 
Ilashviile  and  Springtown  are  small  villages  on  the  Wallkill. 

OuvE,  taken  from  Marbletown,  Hurley,  and  Shandanken  in  1823; 
from  Albany  S.  64  miles.  ""  The  City**  and  Caseville,  14  miles  W. 
of  Kingston,  are  small  settlements.    Pop.  2,023. 

Plattekill,  taken  from  Marlborougn  in  1800;  from  Albany  76 
miles.  Pleasantville,  26  miles  S.  from  Kingston,  and  Modena,  are 
■mall  settlements.     Pop.  2,123. 

Rochester,  organized  in  1788;  from  Albany  75,  from  Kingston 
8W.  centrally  distant  17  miles.  This  town  was  originally  named 
Mombackus,  meanirtg  Indian  face.  Accord  and  Kyserike  are  post- 
offices.     Pop.  2,674.     Rochester  is  a  small  settlement. 

Saugerties,  taken  from  Kingston  in  1811.  Pop.  6,119.  Maiden, 
0Q  the  Hudson,  13  miles  N.  of  Kingston,  is  a  place  of  considerable 
business,  and  has  an  academy  and  about  40  dwellings.  Glasgo,  on 
the  river,  9  miles  N.  from  Kingston,  is  a  small  settlement 

Ulsterville,  (late  Saugerties,)  at  the  confluence  of  the  Esopus 
creek  with  the  Hudson,  100  miles  N.  of  New  York,  44  S.  from  Al- 
bany, and  10  from  Kingston.  '*  This  place,  now  one  of  the  most 
Ihriftv  on  the  river,  was  undistinguished  until  the  year  1826,  when 
Mr.  Henry  Barclay,  of  New  York,  duly  appreciating  the  value  of  the 
water-power,  became  the  purchaser  of  it  and  several  farms  in  the 
vicinity.  By  a  strong  dam  and  a  raceway,  cut  65  feet  perpendicularly 
through  the  rock,  there  has  been  obtained  the  use  of  the  water  under 
a  fall  of  47  feet,  which  mav  be  applied  twice  in  its  descent.  The  en- 
terprising proprietor  established  a  large  paper  mill,  extensive  iron 
works,  and  erected  a  building  for  calico  printing,  since  converted  into 
a  paint  manufactory.  The  business  of  the  country  now  centres  here ; 
•nid  the  trade  employs  30  or  40  sloops  and  schooners,  of  from  80  to 
100  tons  burden.  In  1825,  there  was  not  a  single  church  here :  there 
are  now  five  neat  edifices  for  public  worship."  Five  miles  above 
Ulster  village,  upon  the  creek  at  Whittaker's  Falls,  there  is  a  very 
flourishing  manufacturing  village. 

Shandaken,  a  name  signifjring  in  Indian,  ^  rapid  waters,**  and  as  the 
old  settlers  report,  the  name  of  an  Indian  who  anciently  resided  there. 
This  towTi  is  in  the  N  W.  extremity  of  the  county,  and  was  taken  from 
Woodstock  in  1804;  firom  Kingston  NW.  30  miles.  Pop.  1,464. 
Shandaken,  Shandaken  Corners,  and  Pine  Hill,  are  the  post-offices. 

Shawangunk.  Skawatif  in  the  language  of  the  Mohegan  Indians, 
means  white  salt,  and  Gunk,  rocks  or  piles  of  rocks.  The  term 
Shawangunk,  is  said  to  have  been  applied  by  them  to  a  precipice  of 
wUte  iwks  of  the  mill-stoiie  kind,  near  the  top  of  these  mountains» 
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and  facing  the  east  This  town  was  organized  in  1788;  diitaal 
from  Albi^y  S.  91,  from  Kingston  SW.  28  miles.  In  this  and  the 
adjoining  towns  the  skeletons  of  9  mammoths  have  been  dug  up ;  one 
of  which  has  been  sent  entire  to  Europe,  and  the  other  exhibited  in  a 
museum  at  Philadelphia.  The  one  at  Philadelphia  must  have  been  4 
or  5  times  as  large  as  an  elephant  Shawaneunk,  New  Henly,  Bruynt- 
wick,  and  Ulsterville,  arc  names  of  post-oinces.     Pop.  8,885. 

Wawarsing  was  taken  from  Rochester  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  SW. 
80  miles.  Waa-wa-sing^  in  the  Indian  language,  means  blackbinPs 
nest  At  the  Hong  Falls  upon  the  river,  there  is  a  descent  of  64 
feet  nearly  perpendicular,  and  one  mile  below  them,  near  the  village 
of  Napanock,  is  another  cascade,  and,  including  the  rapids,  a  fall  of 
SOO  feet  Iron  ore  and  plumbago  of  good  quality  are  found  here. 
Wawarsing,  24  miles  S W.  from  Kingston,  and  Port  Hixon,  cm  the 
canal,  are  small  settlements.  Ellenvilie,  Napanock,  and  Port  Benja- 
min, all  on  the  Hudson  and  Delaware  canal,  are  small  villagen 
Pop.  4,044. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  ancient  newspapers : 

Frmn  ike  Connecticut  Journal,  Sept.  2, 1778. 

**  PoiTSEKXiPsiB,  Are.  17. — ^We  have  also  certain  accouoti  that  AndrieeoD  and  OMerkoH^ 
who  were  taken  by  the  Indians  and  tones  at  Leghewegh,  in  Ulster  oonntj^  •ome  time  w^ 
made  their  escape  from  them  when  within  one  day's  march  of  Niagara,  mad  are  retanNi 
home.  They  were  committed  to  the  charge  of  three  Indians,  one  a  captain,  and  two  aqvam, 
who  treated  them  with  great  severity,  tl^tened  to  kill  Osterhoat,  who  from  &tigne  and 
hanger  could  not  travel  as  fast  as  they  would  have  him.  At  night,  the  lodiuis  «i«mfci^ 
themselves  secure  from  their  great  distance  back  into  the  country,  went  to  sleep; 
Andrieson  proposed  to  Osterhout  to  seize  the  opportunity  of  putting  them  to  death ; 
(Osterhout  declining,)  he  executed  himself  by  very  expeditiously  tomahawking  the 
Indians  before  they  were  so  far  recovered  from  their  sleep  as  to  make  any  effectual 
ance.  The  squaws  waking  with  the  noise,  took  to  their  heels  and  escaped.  Whereopos 
Andrieson  and  Osterhout,  possessing  themselves  of  the  Indians*  provisions,  conaiatiiv  of  S 
or  4  ducks  and  3  quarts  of  samp,  with  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  Indians*  plunder,  oos> 
listing  of  some  fine  linen  shirts,  a  laced  beaver  hat,  with  other  articles  of  clothing,  ni 
some  silver,  with  each  of  them  a  gun,  set  out  for  home,  where  they  arrived  after  17  dajiP 
march,  much  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  but  in  high  spirits.** 

From  the  Connectieut  Jowmdl  of  May  19,  1779. 

**  We  have  advice  from  Warwasink  in  Ulster  county,  that  on  Tuesday  last,  the  4di  inrt., 
a  party  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  mostly  tory  inhabitants,  burnt  four  dwellingJioiMB 
and  five  bams  in  that  neighborhood  at  the  Fantine  Kill,  and  killed  aix  people,  besides  three 
or  four  more  who  are  supposed  to  be  burnt  in  their  houses.  Advice  of  fbie  mischief  bcd|| 
brought  to  Col.  Cortlandt,  stationed  there  with  his  regiment,  he  immediately  marched  ii 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  twice  got  sight  of  on  a  mountain,  exchanged  some  shoa 
with  them,  though  at  too  great  a  distsnee,  and  endeavored  to  surround  them,  hat  in  vaia; 
they  all  made  their  escape.  In  their  flight  they  left  a  youug  woman  whom  they  had  taksa, 
from  whom  we  received  the  account,  that  their  number  was  3  Indians,  onA  27  wUtt 
savages.*' 

From  the  ConnectietU  Journal,  Oct,  11, 1781. 

**  Elariy  in  the  morning  of  the  22d  ult,  a  party  of  Indians  and  tones,  consisting  of  absit 
400,  entered  the  beautifiU  settlement  of  Warwarsing,  situated  on  the  great  road  leading  froa 
Minisink  to  ESsopus,  about  35  miles  from  the  former ;  at  their  first  coming  to  the  plaei^ 
they  were  hailed  by  a  sentinel  who  was  at  the  gate  of  a  piquet  fort  where  was  a  seigesBt^ 
guard  kept,  (which  were  the  only  soldiers  in  that  quarter ;)  they  not  making  mny  ansvfi^ 
induced  the  sentinel  to  fire  and  run  within  the  fort,  which  alarmed  the  gairison.  Tki 
enemy  kept  up  a  constant  fire  upon  the  fort  for  some  time,  but  without  effect,  and  at  ImI 
totirod  in  ooa^im,  with  the  loss  of  three  killed  and  two  wounded.    They  than  pio&ssirf 
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to  barniiig  and  plundering  the  place.  The  inhabitants  being  alanned  by  the  firing  at  thg 
fint,  all  made  their  escape,  except  one  John  Kettle,  whom  they  killed.  The  loss  o[  these 
poor  people  is  very  great ;  the  fate  of  an  hour  reduced  them  from  a  state  of  ease  and  affla* 
ence  to  want  and  beggary.  Thirteen  elegant  dwelling-houses,  with  all  the  out-buildiofs 
•od  furniture,  14  ppaciuus  barns  filled  with  wheat,  besides  barracks,  stables,  stacks  of  hay 
mod  grain,  were  all  consumed.  Between  60  and  70  horses,  mostly  very  fine,  a  great  nun. 
ber  a(  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  were  driven  off.  Col.  Pauling,  getting  intelUgence  of  tho 
above,  immediately  collected  about  200  New  York  levies  and  militia,  and  pursued  them 
•bout  40  mites ;  but  was  not  able  to  overtake  them.*  It  appeared  that  they  fled  in  confo. 
Mon,  as  they  left  a  considerable  quantity  of  plunder  behind  them  in  many  places.  By  a 
ifHiite  man  who  has  been  with  ihcm  3  years,  and  made  his  escape  while  Warwarsing  ww 
in  flames,  we  learn  that  this  party  was  from  Niagara,  and  that  they  were  4  weeks  and  S 
days  on  their  way ;  that  they  were  exceedingly  distressed  for  want  of  provisions,  insomuch 
that  they  eat  up  their  pack-horses  and  dogs.  He  adds  that  the  garrison  of  Niagara  was  in 
■  melancholy  situation  for  the  want  of  provisions  and  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  that  tho 
tones  there  most  bitterly  execrate  the  day  they  were  deluded  by  the  tyrant's  emissaries  to 
toka  up  arms  against  their  native  country.*' 

Woodstock,  organized  in  1788 ;  from  Albany  SW.  50,  from  King- 
ston NW.  centrally  distant  12  miles.  Bristol  and  Woodstock  are 
nnair  villages.    Pop.  1,692. 


WARREN  COUNTY. 

Warren  county,  taken  from  the  NW.  part  of  Washington  county 
in  1813.  It  is  principally  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  6eorgo» 
centrally  distant  from  New  York  240,  and  from  Albany  75  miles. 
Greatest  length  N.  and  S.  44,  greatest  breadth  £.  and  W.  40  miles. 
With  the  exception  of  a  small  district  on  the  SE.,  the  whole  county 
if  mountainous.  The  mountains,  which  are  of  primitive  formation* 
are  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  trees,  ana  contain  it  is  said 
abundance  of  iron  ore.  of  good  quality,  but  have  very  small  portions 
of  arable  soil.  The  valleys,  which  are  narrow,  contain  some  fertile 
alluvion,  on  secondary  limestone.  The  principal  employment  of  the 
inhabitants  is  getting  lumber,  which  is  sent  to  market  by  the  rivers, 
lake*  and  Champlain  canal.     This  county  embraces  about  one  half 

*  Col.  Pauling  arrived  at  the  outskirts  in  time  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  enemy's  rear, 
and  to  relieve  some  of  the  inhabitants,  among  whom  were  a  man  and  hie  wife,  who  had 
eonducted  themselves  with  distinguished  bravery.  His  house  was  constructed  of  unhewn 
logs,  in  the  woods,  and  in  Advance  of  all  others.  On  the  appearance  of  the  foe,  he  fled  to 
his  castle  with  his  wife,  and  securing  it  in  the  best  manner  he  could,  gave  battle  to  a  party 
of  the  Indians  who  laid  siege  to  his  fortress.  Being  well  armed,  he  defended  himself  with 
■0  much  spirit,  that  they  recoiled  with  loss.  Finding,  after  several  attempts,  that  they 
eould  not  force  an  entrance,  the  Indians  collected  a  heap  of  combustibles,  and  set  fire  to 
the  premises.  Retiring  a  short  distance  to  see  the  result,  the  man  watched  his  opportunity, 
•ad  radmig  oat  with  a  coople  of  bnckets,  he  procured  vrater,  which  was  close  at  hand,  and 
•stiiigiiiihed  the  fire.  The  Indians,  ci  coune,  ran  down  upon  him ;  but  not  being  qui^ 
•Hough  cifoot  to  prevent  his  gaining  the  door,  hurled  their  tomahawks  at  his  head-4iappily 
witboat  eflbct.  He  entered  his  castle,  made  feet  his  sally-port,  and  re-commeneed  his  dtb 
teea.  Joit  at  this  mnmant  CoU  Pauling  with  his  troopa  ^ipeared  in  sight,  whereupon  tha 
lagans  ntoad  tha  m»§t  and  departeds— £(/«  itf  Bnmt, 
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of  the  Horicon  or  Lake  Geor^,  the  greater  part  of  SchnxHi  lake,  ibe 
whole  of  Bract  lake,  and  many  smaller  ones.  The  Horicoii  ii  a 
beautiful  sheet  of  water  33  miles  long,  and  about  2  wide,  and  di«- 
charges  its  waters  northward  into  Lake  Champlain  at  Ticondcroga. 
Its  waters  are  very  deep  and  clear,  and  abound  with  the  finest  fiah. 
The  mountain  scenery  of  this  lake  is  excelled  in  its  romantic  beantiet 
by  none  in  the  world.  Schroon  and  Brant  lakes  are  beautiful  sheets 
of  water,  and  abound  with  fish  similar  to  Lake  George.  The  county 
is  divided  into  10  towns.     Pop.  13,470. 

Ath»l,  originally  called  Thurman ;  distant  from  Albany  70,  sod 
from  Caldwefi  WNW.  19  miles.     Pop.  1,210. 

Bolton,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Lake  George,  from  Caldwell  N. 
9  mibs.     Pop.  1,153. 

Caldwell,  the  shire  town  of  Warren  countv,  was  organized  in 
1810,  and  named  in  honor  of  James  Caldwell,  Esq.,  a  principal  pro- 
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View  of  Caldwell,  on  Lake  George. 

prietor  and  benefactor.  It  has  a  mountainous  surface,  and  embnicM 
the  south  end  of  Lake  George.  Pop.  635.  Caldwell  village  lies  il 
the  head  of  Lake  George,  63  miles  from  Albany.  9  from  Glenn's  FaUi. 
and  37  from  Saratoga  springs.  The  village  consists  of  about  50 
dwellings. 

The  Kenery  in  Ibis  vicinilj  ij  of  b  wild  and  picturem|ue  character,  rimilar  lo  the  Bi|k- 
lindi  ofScotlanrl.  Weeiward,  riKs  ■  nage  of  mouniajna,  die  highest  of  which  ii  PrapM 
or  Ralile«nake  Mill,  which  is  in  elevaiion  of  iboat  1,500  feel.  Remuna  of  foru  Wtiba 
Hanry  and  George,  are  aliJI  lo  be  acen  at  the  head  of  iha  lake,  a  ahait  diitanca  east  of  da 
courthouae. 

Thia  village  and  ihe  Uke  baa  become  quite  a  ftihionable  place  of  rasort  dining  thtwas 
aeason  of  ihr  ytai.  Beaidre  the  attiactiona  of  iha  natural  aceneiT,  it  is  mwiered  inicfWiK 
from  having  been  the  iheaire  of  trnportant  mHitary  operatioBa.  The  celabratad  '*Bitl(el( 
Lalie  Georga,"  an  Sept.  gib,  \1bS.  v-aa  fought  in  the  vicinily  of  Blaody  Pnd,  w>  caU 
from  Ihe  faci  that  corpsra  uf  the  alain  were  thrown  into  i^    The  balila  waa  hetwcui  tt 

E>inciil  trou|i9  onder  MajotH^ueral,  oflcrwanl  Sir  William  Jahninn,  aided  bjr  a  bMtf  d 
iana  under  HeiMltiak  iha  MiAawk  cUeftaia,  and  ■  hoif  rfRauuh  r«pailm»  nd  W- 
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mm  vrndm  Bunoo  Dieiluni,  a  FVeoch  noblenuui.  Tlie  baron  embuked  at  Fort  Frederick,  at 
Ckown  Point,  with  3,000  men  in  batteauz,  and  landed  at  Skeensboro,  now  Whitehall.  HaT- 
iof  undentood  that  Johnson  lay  careleasly  encamped  at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  he  de. 
tanined  to  attack  him. 

The  following  account  of  the  conflict  that  ensued,  is  given  by  Dr. 
Dwightf  who  received  much  of  his  information  from  eye-witnesses 
of  the  action. 

On  the  night  of  Sunday,  Sept.  7,  at  12  o'clock,  information  was  brought,  that  the  enemy 
had  advanced  4  miles  on  the  road  from  Fort  E!dward  to  Lake  George ;  or  half  way  between 
the  village  of  Sandy-Hill  and  Glenn's  falls.  A  council  of  war  was  held  early  in  the  morning, 
at  which  it  was  resolved  to  send  a  party  to  meet  them.  The  number  of  men,  determined 
■pon  at  first,  was  mentioned  by  the  general  to  Hendrick ;  and  his  opinion  was  asked.  He 
leplied,  **  If  they  are  to  fight,  they  are  too  few.  If  they  are  to  be  killed,  they  are  too  many." 
The  number  was  accordingly  increased.  Gen,  Johnson  also  proposed  to  divide  them  into 
S  parties.  Hendrick  took  3  sticks,  and,  putting  them  together,  said  to  him,  **  Put  these 
together,  and  you  can't  break  them.  Take  them  one  by  one,  and  you  will  break  them 
•Mily.**  The  hint  succeeded,  and  Hendrick's  slicks  saved  the  party,  and  probably  the 
whole  army,  from  destruction. 

The  party  detached  consisted  of  l^MK),  and  were  commanded  by  Col.  Ephraim  Williama, 
A  bnve  and  skilful  officer,  greatly  beloved  by  the  soldiery,  and  greatly  respected  by  the 
at  laige.    Lieut  Col.  Whiting,  of  Now  Haven,  was  second  in  command,  and 
It  up  the  rear.    Col.  Williams  met  the  enemy  at  Rocky  brook,  4  miles  from  Lake 
Dieakan  had  been  informed  of  his  approach  by  his  scouts,  and  arranged  his  men 
■t  pOMble  order  to  receive  them,  extending  his  line  on  both  sides  of  the  road  in 
Jom  of  a  lial£>moon.    Johnson  did  not  begin  to  raise  his  breastwork  until  after  Williams 

I  Bwehed ;  nor,  as  a  manuscript  account  of  this  transaction,  now  before  me,  declarea, 
r  tiia  rencoimter  between  Williams  and  the  enemy  had  begun. 

Wiflfams  marched  his  men  directly  into  the  hollow  of  the  half-jnoon.  This  will  be  ex. 
flriaed  by  the  fact,  that  the  whole  country  was  a  deep  forest.  When  the  enemy  saw  them 
MMpletaly  within  his  power,  he  opened  a  fire  of  musketry  on  the  firont  and  on  both  flanks 
if  Aa  *^*^»«'«  at  the  same  moment  The  English  fell  in  heaps ;  and  at  the  head  of  them 
Aht  gallant  commander.  Hendrick,  also,  was  mortally  wounded,  fighting  with  invincible 
•SHHia  ill  the  front  of  his  people.  He  was  shot  in  the  back :  a  fact  which  filled  him  with 
AAmii  and  anguish ;  as  he  thought,  that  he  should  be  belicveti  to  have  fled,  from  the  enemy, 
wr  imth  was,  the  horns  of  the  half-moon  were  so  far  advanced,  that  they  in  a  great  meas. 
■a  eocloaad  the  van  of  the  English,  and  fired  upon  them  from  the  rear.  From  this  fire 
Htadriek  received  the  wound  which  terminated  his  life. 

Upon  the  death  of  Col.  Williams,  Lieut  Col.  Whiting  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
JttarimiffTt^  He  was  an  officer  of  great  merit,  and  had  gained  much  applause  at  the  re. 
daction  of  LouiBbuigh ;  and,  in  consequence  of  his  gallant  conduct  at  that  siege,  had  been 
flude  a  ^ptain  in  the  regular  British  service.  Whiting,  seeing  the  danger  of  his  men, 
immediately  ordered  a  retreat;  and  conducted  it  so  judiciously,  that  he  saved  the  great 
body  of  them  from  destruction,  in  circumstances  of  extreme  peril ;  in  which  their  own  con. 
Samoa  and  alarm,  and  the  situation  of  the  ground,  threatened  their  extermination  no  leas 
than  the  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

The  noise  of  the  first  fire  was  heard  at  Lake  Geoige.  Efforts  began  then  to  be  made  in 
by  the  general  for  the  defence  of  the  camp :  and  a  party  of  300  men  were  despatched 
Lieut.  Col.  Cole,  to  support  the  retreating  corps.  A  few  stragglers,  both  English  and 
I,  came  into  the  camp,  and  announced,  what  had  indeed  been  slready  sufficiently 
•vident  firom  the  approaching  sound  of  the  musketry,  that  the  French  army  was  superior  in 
anmbera  and  strength  to  Col.  Williams'  corps,  and  was  driving  them  towards  the  camp. 
Borne  time  after  **  the  whole  party  that  escaped,"  says  Gen.  Johnson,  **  came  in  in  large 
bodiea ;"  a  decieive  proof  of  the  akill  and  coolness  with  which  Lieut  Col.  Whiting  con- 
dneted  this  retreat  These  men  also  arranged  themselves  in  their  proper  places,  and  took 
Ifaair  share  in  the  engagement  which  followed. 

About  half  afWr  11  o'clock,  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight  marching  up  the  road  in  the 
Wft  ofdar  towards  the  centre  of  the  English.  When  they  came  to  the  bottom  of  an  open 
^■Dav,  directly  in  front  of  the  elevation,  on  which  Fort  George  was  afterward  built,  and  on 
widdi  tfaa  centre  of  the  English  army  was  posted,  Dieskau  halted  his  men  about  15  mia. 
■Ma,  at  the  distance  of  little  more  than  150  yards  from  the  breastwork.  I  have  never  seen 
a  reaaon  asngned  for  thia  measure.  I  think  I  can  assign  one.  The  Indians  were  sent  out 
m  ika  eight  flank,  and  a  part  of  the  Canadians  on  the  left,  intending  to  come  in  upon  the 
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IMT  of  the  Englwh,  while  the  main  body  attacked  them  in  front.  The  ground 
ably  fkvorable  to  this  design ;  being  swampy,  thickly  forested,  and,  therefore,  perfectly  fitted 
to  conceal  the  approach  of  these  parties.  The  Indians,  however,  were  soon  discofrered  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Pomeroy,  who  immediately  mentioned  the  fact  to  the  general ;  and,  obaerriag 
to  him,  that  these  people  were  extremely  afraid  of  cannon,  requested  that  one  or  two  piecas 
might  be  pointed  against  them.  They  were  then  near  the  ground  on  which  Fort  WilliiB 
Henry  was  afterward  built.  The  general  approved  of  the  proposal.  A  shell  was  instantly 
thrown  among  them  from  a  howitzer,  and  some  field-pieces  showered  upon  them  a  quantity 
of  grape-shou    The  Indians  fled. 

The  baron,  in  the  mean  time,  led  up  his  main  body  to  attack  the  centre.  They  began 
the  engagement  by  firing  regularly  in  platoons ;  but  at  so  great  a  distance,  that  they  did 
very  little  execution.  This  circumstance  was  favorable  to  the  English ;  and  soon  recover, 
ing  from  the  panic  into  which  they  had  been  tlirown  by  the  preceding  events  of  the  day, 
they  fought  with  great  spirit  and  firmness. 

Gen.  Johnson,  at  the  conmicncement  of  the  battle,  received  a  flesh  wound  in  his  th^fh, 
and  the  ball  lodged  in  it.  He  bled  freely,  but  was  able  to  walk  away  from  the  army  to  hii 
tent.  Gen.  Lyman  then  took  the  command,  and  continued  in  it  during  the  action.  Thii 
gentleman,  who  seemed  to  have  no  passions,  except  those  which  are  involved  in  the  woid 
humanity,  immediately  stationed  hini&clf  in  the  front  of  the  breastwork;  and  there,  imid 
the  thickest  danger,  issued  his  ordcrR,  during  5  hours,  to  every  part  of  the  army,  as  occanoB 
demanded,  with  a  serenity  which  many  covet,  and  some  boast,  but  very  few  acquire.  Tbs 
main  body  of  the  French  kept  their  ground,  and  preserved  their  order,  for  a  considcfabis 
time ;  but  the  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Eyre,  a  brave  Engliah  officer,  who 
performed  his  part  with  much  skill  and  reputation,  played  upon  them  with  auch  neeea, 
and  the  fire  from  the  musketry  was  so  warm  and  well-directed,  that  their  ranks  were  soon 
thinned,  and  their  efforts  slackened  sufficiently  to  show  that  they  deepaired  of  auccen  in 
this  quarter.  They  then  made  another  effort  against  the  right  of  the  Engliah,  itatiooed 
between  the  road  and  the  site  of  Fort  William  Henry,  and  composed  of  Rugglea^  Rfiment, 
Williams',  now  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Pomeroy,  and  Titcomb'a.  Here  a  waim  fin 
w«B  kept  up  on  both  sides  about  an  hour ;  but  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  unaTailing. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  English,  and  the  Indians  who  fought  with  them,  leaped  over  tfaor 
breastwork,  and  chaiged  the  enemy.  They  fled,  and  were  vigorously  pursued  for  a  Asrt 
distance.  A  considerable  number  were  slain  in  the  pursuit.  The  wounded,  and  a  vaiy 
few  others,  were  made  prisoners.  Among  these  was  Dieskau.  He  was  found  byaaoUicr, 
resting  on  a  stump,  with  hardly  an  attendant  As  he  was  feeling  for  his  watch,  in  onlsr  to 
give  it  to  the  soldier,  the  man,  suspecting  that  he  was  searching  for  a  pistol,  dischaiged  lbs 
contents  of  his  musket  through  his  hips.  He  was  carried  into  the  camp  in  a  blanket  by  S 
men,  with  the  greatest  care  and  tenderness,  but  evidently  in  extreme  distress. 

Hendrick  had  hved  to  this  day  with  singular  honor,  and  died  fighting  with  a  spirit  not 
to  be  excelled.  He  was  at  this  time  from  60  to  65  years  of  age.  His  head  was  covered 
with  white  locks :  and  what  is  uncommon  among  Indians,  he  was  corpulent.  Immediaielf 
before  Col.  Williams  began  his  march,  he  mounted  a  stage,  and  harangued  his  people.  Ht 
had  a  surong  masculine  voice ;  and,  it  was  thought,  might  be  distinctly  heard  at  the  distaoct 
of  half  a  mile ;  a  fact  which,  to  my  own  view,  has  diffused  a  new  degree  of  prolmbility  onr 
Homer's  representations  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  speeches  and  shouts  of  his  heroes. 
Lieut.  Col.  Pomeroy,  who  was  present,  and  heard  this  efiusion  of  Indian  eloquence,  told 
me,  that,  although  he  did  not  understand  a  word  of  the  language,  yet  such  was  the  aninS' 
tion  of  Hendrick,  the  fire  of  his  eye,  the  force  of  his  gesture,  the  strength  of  his  emj^iftsis 
the  apparent  propriety  of  the  infiecdons  of  his  voice,  and  the  natural  appearance  of  bif 
whole  manner,  that  himself  was  more  deeply  affected  with  this  speech,  than  with  any  otbff 
which  he  had  ever  heard.  In  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  Sept.  25,  1755,  he  is  styled  **ihs 
famous  Hendrick,  a  renowned  Indian  warrior  among  the  Mohawks  ;*'  and  it  ia  said  dnt 
his  son,  being  told  that  his  father  was  killed,  giving  the  usual  Indian  groan  upon  neb 
occasions,  and  suddenly  putting  liis  hand  on  his  left  breast,  swore,  that  his  father  wu  s^ 
ahve  in  that  place,  and  that  there  stood  his  son.  Baron  Dieskau  was  conveyed  fit>m  Al* 
bany  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  to  England ;  where  soon  after  he  died. 

The  capture  of  Fort  William  Henry,  at  this  place,  Aug.  9th,  1757, 
and  the  massacre  by  the  Indians,  created  a  great  sensation  in  all  the 
northern  states.  The  following  account  of  the  capture  of  the  fort, 
is  extracted  from  Professor  Silliman's  Tour. 

The  M srqais  de  Montcalm,  after  three  ineflfectual  attempts  upon  Fort  William  HeaiT« 
made  great  eflforts  to  besiege  it  in  form,  and  in  August,  1757,  having  landed  ten 
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iMtr  die  fbit,  mimmoned  it  to  MUTender.  The  place  of  hk  hnding  wm  tiiowii  me,  s 
fitde  north  of  the  public  house ;  the  remains  of  his  batteries  and  other  works  are  still  yhai, 
Ue ;  and  the  graves  and  bones  of  the  slain  are  occasionally  discovered. 

He  had  a  powerful  train  of  artillery,  and  although  (he  fort  and  works  were  garrisoned 
hf  three  thousand  men,  and  were  most  gallantly  defended  by  the  commander.  Colonel 
Monroe,  it  was  obliged  to  capitulate ;  but  the  most  honorable  terms  were  granted  to  Colo> 
nel  Monroe,  in  consideration  of  his  great  gallantry.  The  bursting  of  the  great  guns,  the 
want  of  ammunition,  and  above  all,  the  failure  of  General  Webb  to  succor  the  fort,  although 
he  lay  idle  at  Fort  Edward  with  four  thousand  men,  were  the  causes  of  this  catastrophe. 

The  capitulation  was,  however,  most  shamefully  broken ;  the  Indians  attached  to  Mon- 
calm's  army,  while  the  troops  were  marching  out  of  the  gate  of  the  fort,  dragged  the  men 
from  the  ranks,  particularly  the  Indians  in  the  English  service,  and  butchered  them  in  cold 
Uood — they  plundered  all  without  distinction,  and  murdered  women  and  little  children, 
with  circumstances  of  the  most  aggravated  barbarity.*  The  massacre  continued  all  along 
die  road,  through  the  defile  of  the  mountains,  and  for  many  miles,  the  miserable  prisoneis, 
especially  those  in  the  rear,  were  tomahawked  and  hewn  down  in  cold  blood ;  it  might 
well  be  called  the  bloody  defile^  for  it  was  the  same  ground  that  was  the  scene  of  the  bat- 
tles, only  two  years  before,  in  1755.  It  is  said  that  efforts  were  made  by  the  French  to 
Rfltrain  the  barbarians,  but  they  were  not  restrained,  and  the  miserable  remnant  of  the  gar. 
rison  with  difficulty  reached  Fort  Eklward  pursued  by  the  Indians,  although  escorted  by  a 
body  of  French  troops.  I  passed  over  the  whole  of  the  ground,  upon  which  this  tragedy 
was  acted,  and  the  oldest  men  of  (he  country  still  remember  this  deed  of  guilt  and  infamy. 

Fort  William  Henry  was  levelled  by  Montcalm,  and  has  never  been  rebuilt.  Fort 
Oeofge  was  built  as  a  substitute  for  it,  on  a  more  commanding  site,  and  although  oftdl 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  subsequent  wars,  was  not  I  believe  the  scene  of  any  very  ma- 
morable  event. 

Chester,  taken  from  Thurman ;  from  Albany  80,  and  from  Cald- 
well N.  18  miles.  Chester  is  a  village  having  about  40  dwellings,  6 
mercantile  stores,  3  churches — 1  Presbyterian,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Meth- 
odist It  is  situated  on  the  Canada  road,  near  the  outlet  of  Friends 
and  Loon  lakes.  The  land  in  the  vicinity  is  fertile.  Pottersville  is 
a  post-office  in  the  N.  part.    Pop.  1,623. 

Hague,  originally  named  Rochester,  and  taken  from  Bolton  in 
1807 ;  from  Caldwell  N£.  30  miles.     Pop.  610. 

"  Roffers  Rock  is  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  George,  in  the  northeastern  border  of  the  town, 
1  miles  from  the  outlet.  It  rises  out  of  the  water  at  an  angle  of  more  than  forty-five  degrees 
to  the  heifl^t  of  8  or  400  feet.  Tlie  face  of  the  rock  for  more  than  100  feet  is  a  penectljr  mooth 
liide,  reacmng  from  top  to  bottom.  This  rock  derives  its  name  from  the  following  incident. 
Boring  the  winter  of  1758,  Major  K  overs  was  one  of  a  party  which  was  surprised  and  put  to 
iisht  by  the  Indians  at  the  outlet  nfthe  lake.  Roeers  came  alone  to  the  summit  of  dia  rock, 
whither  he  knew  the  Indians  would  follow  him  by  nis  tracks  in  the  snow,  and  where  he  could 
pievent  punmit  by  a  singular  stratHgem.  Throwing  his  pack  down  the  precipice,  he  slipped 
off  his  snow  shoes,  and  without  changing  their  poirition,  turned  himself  about  and  again  put 
diem  on  his  feet.  Thus  equipped,  he  retreated  several  rods  along  the  southern  brow  of  the 
rock.  The  Indians  coming  to  the  spot  went  no  further,  as  they  saw  the  two  tracks  both  lead- 
ing the  same  way  and  apparently  made  by  two  persons  who  had  come  to  the  precipice,  and 
ehosen  to  throw  themselves  oil*  rather  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  pursuers.  Neanwhile 
Rogers  made  jood  his  descent  to  the  foot  of  the  rock,  where  he  resumed  his  paci,  and  es- 
caMd  on  the  ice  to  the  head  of  the  lake. 

**  £UbUUk-dmi  Point  is  a  low  neck  of  land  stretching  into  Lake  George  from  toe  western 
Aon,  3  miles  trom  the  little  village  of  Hague.  On  Sabbath-day  Point,  Lord  Anherst  with 
his  army  stopped  for  refreshment  upon  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  and  gave  this  beautiful 
tpat  the  name  by  which  it  is  known.  It  is  a  charming  pkce,  and  susceptible  of  freat  embcl- 
hshment.  In  the  summer  of  1756.  a  small  body  of  provincials  who  had  retreated  to  this  point 
defeated  a  niperior  force  of  French  and  Indians,  who  h^  attacked  them  in  gun-fcoats." 

HoRicoN,  recently  formed  from  Hague  and  Bolton ;  centrally  dis- 

*  Men  and  women  had  their  throats  cut,  their  bodies  ripped  open,  and  theL'  bowels,  with 
insQlt,  thrown  in  their  faces.  Infants  and  children  were  barbarously  takes  by  the  heak*. 
and  their  brains  dashed  out  against  stones  and  treea.  The  Indians  puisufd  the  EIngliah 
naaily  half  the  way  to  Fort  Edward,  where  the  greateat  number  of  them  anived  in  a  OKMt 


tsnt  N,  from  Caldwell  34  miles.  Pop.  66S.  Horicon  poBtoflice  tl 
in  the  SW.  part,  on  the  Schrooa  branch  of  the  Hudson. 

JoDNSBuac,  the  NW.  comer  town,  taken  from  Thurman  in  1805; 
from  Albany  85,  from  Caldwell  NW.  31  miles.  Johnsburx  is  a  small 
settlement,  and  lies  about  3  miles  west  of  the  Hudson.     I%p.  1,156. 

LuzGBNE,  first  settled  about  1770.  taken  from  Queensbury  in  1608; 
from  Albany  55,  centrally  distant  HW.  from  Caldwell  S  miles.  Lu- 
zerne is  a  small  vlUnge  on  the  Hudson.  Hadley's  and  Jcssup's  falli 
are  in  this  town.     Pop.  3,604. 

QuEENBHUHv  was  organized  in  1788.  The  soil  in  the  £.  part  of 
the  town  is  a  strong  and  jiroductive  loam,  in  the  W.  it  is  sandy. 
Pop.  3,604.  The  village  of  Glenn's  Falls,  in  this  town,  lies  on  the 
N.  bank  of  the  Hudson,  53  miles  from  Albany,  3  W.  from  Sandy 
Hilt,  and  17  from  Saratoga.  It  received  its  name  from  from  a  Mr. 
Glenn,  the  first  settler,  whose  house  is  still  standing  about  30  rodi 
from  the  falls. 


Distant  mew  of  the  village  of  Glenn  Falls. 

The  above  is  a  SE.  view  of  the  village  as  seen  from  the  S.  bank 
of  the  Hudson.  There  are  here  about  120  dwellings,  1  Prei- 
byteriin,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Baptist  church,  a  female  seminary,  ( 
printing  oflicc,  and  about  a  dozen  mills  on  both  sides  of  the  riva 
for  sawing  lumber  and  marble.  The  Presbyterian  and  Methodiit 
churches  and  the  academy  arc  seen  on  the  right,  and  part  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Hudson  at  the  falls,  on  the  Icil. 

Tbewi  f*|a  hiTB  ■  told  deKcni  ig  about  TO  (etU  The  watar  flow*  in  ons  diMt  am 
the  brink,  of  Ihe  precipice,  900  feel  in  Jengtl],Bnd  wbra  inliill  fl(Kid,Fuitie*inoneinuidoM 
tbe  cBlaract, Riling  iho  mind  of  ■  spectaiur  on  tho  bridge  wiih  uwo  and  admitmtioii.  ll 
Ordianry  wuiiu  ihe  riier  ii  divided  »i  ihe  fslls  byrocka  into  three  channels,  which  hiTtB 
angular  descoil  of  •evara]  hundred  feec  Theae  falli  haie  evidently  receded  from  >  pal- 
tiOQ  lower  dovn  ihe  siieam.  The  banka  below  ue  in  tome  placea  TO  faet  in  pei|Mate> 
lar  heigh^  formed  of  rocks,  in  which  the  stratification  i*  benniirullf  diqraaed,  connuiiV 
mtaj  oiganic  remun*.  The  navigable  feeder  of  the  CfaampUin  canal  ia  lakeo  bon  Ai 
ri*ar,  laro  mils  abora,  tad  pawaa  aloof  iha  alaratad  bank  of  iha  rirar  aaaa  m  ika  mfti 
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img.  It  M  believed  that  m  many  m  eighteen  or  twenty  penons  have  been  drawn  orer  the 
frUa,  witUn  the  memory  of  those  now  living,  only  two  of  whom  escaped  death.  Animali 
•re  frequently  drawn  over,  and  almost  invariably  perish.  ' 

Warrbnsburo,  formed  in  1813 ;  N.  from  Albany  68  miles.  It  is  a 
mountainous  district,  covered  with  wood  and  abounding  in  iron  ore. 
The  main  branch  of  the  Hudson  flows  on  the  west  boundary,  and 
the  Schroon  branch  on  the  £.  and  S.,  uniting  with  the  former  in  the 
SW.  Warrensburg,  on  the  Schroon  branch,  6  miles  N.  of  Caldwell,  is 
a  village  containing  two  churches  and  about  60  dwellings.   Pop.  1,469. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

Wabhington  county  received  its  present  name  in  1784,  having 
previously  been  called  Charlotte  county,  when  it  claimed  to  include 
a  port  of  the  present  state  of  Vermont  Its  greatest  length  is  64 
miles ;  average  breadth  to  South  Bay,  of  Lake  Champlain,  17  miles; 
and  thence  on  the  N.  6  miles.  Centrally  distant  from  New  York 
310,  from  Albany  60  miles. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  very  much  diversified.  That  around 
Lake  George  is  generally  rugged  and  mountainous,  presenting  sum- 
nuts  from  600  to  1200  feet  in  neisht.  All  the  northern  part  is  oroken 
and  hilly.  The  southern  part,  mough  considerably  uneven,  presents 
a  very  lar^  proportion  of  arable  land,  well  adapted  for  the  various 
pnklucts  of  agriculture.  In  the  northern  part,  which  is  comparatively 
new,  the  pine  forests  supply  large  quantities  of  lumber^  The  county 
is  abondmtly  watered.  As  a  whole,  it  holds  a  respectable  rank  in 
agriculture,  producing  much  wheat,  but  is  better  adapted  to  grass.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  population  is  from  New  England,  and  large 
emigrations  arc  yearly  making  from  Vermont  The  county  is  divi- 
ded into  17  towns.     Pop.  41,095. 

Arotle,  organized  in  1788;  N.  from  Albany  44  miles.  The  tract 
comprised  in  the  original  town  of  Argyle,  was  granted  by  George 
IL,  m  1742,  to  141  Scotch  emigrants,  who  severally  drew  a  farm 
lot  of  from  150  to  600  acres,  with  a  town  lot  of  from  15  to  16  acres. 
Argyle,  8  miles  S£.  from  Sandy  Hill,  has  about  50  dwellings.  North 
Argyle  5,  and  South  Argyle  1 1  miles  from  Sandy  Hill,  are  small  set- 
tlements.    Pop.  3,113. 

Cambridge,  organized  in  1788;  N.  from  Albany  35  miles.  Cam- 
bridge, a  large  but  scattered  village,  has  an  academy  for  qualifying 
young  men  as  teachers,  and  about  120  dwellings.  Buskirk's  Bridge, 
upon  iloosick  river,  partly  in  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  county,  has  from 
80  to  40  dwellings.  Centre  Cambridge  is  a  small  village  centrally 
sttoated.     Pop.  2,004. 

DaasDEN,  taken  from  Putnam  in  1822,  by  the  name  of  South  Bay, 
from  Albany  72,  and  from  Sandy  Hill  N.  20  miles.    It  is  situated  in 
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a  mountainous  and  wild  country,  between  lakes  Champlain  and 
George.  In  the  forests  deer  and  wolves  are  said  to  be  commoiu 
Pop.  697. 

Eabton,  taken  from  Stillwater  and  Saratoga ;  from  Albany  N.  27, 
from  Salem  SW.  16  miles.     Union  village  is  partly  in  this  town  and 

Sartly  in  Greenwich.     Easton  is  a  post  village,  containing  about  50 
weliings.     North  Easton  and  South  Easton  are  small  settlements 
with  post-offices.     Pop.  3,002. 

Fort  Ann  was  originally  organized  by  the  name  of  Westfield ;  it 
received  its  present  name  in  1808.  The  face  of  the  township  is  di- 
versified with  mountains  and  valleys.  On  Wood  creek  there  are  fer- 
tile alluvial  flats  and  plains,  but  a  great  part  of  this  extensive  town- 
ship is  sterile  and  barren.  Pop.  3,559.  The  village  of  Fort  Ann, 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  township,  on  Wood  creek  and  the  canal, 
58  miles  from  Albany  and  10  S.  from  Whitehall,  contains  about 
50  dwellings  and  3  churches.  It  is  situated  on  the  site  of  oM 
Fort  Ann  erected  in  1757,  and  was  a  place  of  some  importance 
during  the  colonial  wsirs.  About  two  miles  soutii  of  the  village,  ves- 
tiges of  Burgoyne's  road,  constructed  of  logs,  &c.,  in  1777,  are  still  to 
06  seen. 

Professor  Silliman  in  his  tour  gives  the  following  account  of  a  se- 
vere battle  fought  near  this  place,  between  ^  detachment  of  the  British 
and  one  of  the  American  army,  July  8th,  1777 : — 

At  a  narrow  pass  between  some  high  rocki  and  the  river,  we  were  shown  the  place 
where,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1777,  the  9th  British  regiment,  belonging  to  Genenl  BaEgc^mft 
army,  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  by  a  conflict  with  the  Americans  under  Colonel  Long. 

After  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga,  General  Burgoyne  endeavored  to  keep  up  tkt 
alarm,  by  spreading  his  parties  over  the  country.  With  this  view.  Colonel  Hill,  at  the  head 
of  the  9th  regiment,  was  despatched  after  Colonel  Long,  who,  with  four  or  five  han<M 
men,  principally  the  invalids  and  convalescents  of  the  army,  bad  taken  poet  at  Fort  Aoot, 
and  was  directed  by  General  Schuyler  to  defend  it.  Colonel  Long,  with  his  party,  did  not 
wait  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  but  boldly  advanced  to  meet  them.  **  At  half  past  tea  in 
the  morning,  (says  Major  Forbes,  of  the  British  regiment,)  they  attacked  us  in  front,  wA 
a  heavy  and  well^irected  fire ;  a  large  body  of  them  passed  the  creek  on  the  left,  and  6ni 
from  a  thick  wood  across  the  creek  on  the  left  flank  of  the  regiment :  they  then  began  tt 
recross  the  creek  and  attack  us  in  the  rear;  we  then  found  it  necessary  to  change  ov 
ground,  to  prevent  the  regiment's  being  surrounded ;  we  took  post  on  the  top  of  a  hill  to 
our  right.  As  soon  as  we  had  taken  poet,  the  enemy  made  a  very  vigorous  attack,  which 
continued  for  upwards  of  two  hours ;  and  they  certainly  would  have  forced  us,  bad  it  ast 
been  for  some  Indians  that  arrived  and  gave  the  Indian  whoop,  which  we  answered  with 
three  cheers ;  the  rebels  soon  after  that  gave  way.**  The  giving  way  of  the  Americans  wai, 
however,  caused,  not  by  the  terror  of  the  war-whoop,  but  by  the  failure  of  their  amomaw 
tion.  The  fact  was,  the  British  regiment  was  worsted,  and  would  probably  have  beet 
taken  or  destroyed,  had  Colonel  Long  been  well  supplied  with  ammunition.  It  was  ml 
by  Captain  Money,  another  British  officer,  that  the  fire  was  even  heavier  than  it  wasiniha 
obstinate  battle  of  September  19th,  on  Bemus'  heights.  The  scene  of  this  battle  is  fdT 
correctly  described  above,  by  Major  Forbes. 

On  leaving  the  street  of  Fort  Anne  village,  we  crossed  a  bridge  over  Wood  creek,  ui 
were  now  on  its  left  bank.  Immediately  after,  we  came  to  a  narrow  pass,  only  wide  eoomh 
for  the  carriage,  and  cut,  in  a  great  measure,  out  of  a  rocky  ledge,  which  temunates  hOB, 
exactly  at  the  creek.  This  ledge  is  the  southern  end  of  a  high  rocky  hill,  which  cumsnw 
towards  Wood  creek,  and  between  the  two  is  a  narrow  tract  of  level  ground,  which  tcffa»> 
nates  at  the  pass  already  mentioned.  On  this  ground  the  battle  took  place,  and  the  Moti 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  creek,  from  which  the  Americans  fired  upon  the  left  flank  ef  Ai 
British,  ia  still  there,  and  it  was  up  this  rocky  hill  that  they  retreated  and  took  tfa^  timd. 

General  Buigoyne,  as  usual,  claimed  a  victory  in  this  affiur,  which  is  undentood  to  km 
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leen  a  bloody  contest,  as  indeed  it  obviously  must  have  been,  from  the  narrowness  of  the 
lefile,  and  the  consequent  nearness  of  the  contending  parties.  Captain  Montgomery,  of 
UAonel  Hill's  regiment,  was  left  wounded  on  the  field,  and  taken  prisoner  by  the  Am'eri. 
which  could  not  have  been  the  fact,  had  the  royal  party  been  victorious." 


Fort  Edward  was  taken  from  Argyle  in  1818.  The  surface  of 
he  town  is  level  or  gently  undulating,  and  the  soil  mostly  of  a  good 
|uality.  Pop.  1,728.  Fort  Edward  is  a  small  village,  situated  on  the 
ludson  river  and  Champlain  canal,  47  miles  from  Albany,  and  about 
I  from  Sandy  Hill.  There  is  a  dam  above  the  village  900  feet  long 
nd  27  high,  which  supplies  a  feeder  to  the  canal.  Fort  Miller  and 
^ort  Edward  Centre,  also  on  the  Champlain  canal  and  Hudson  river, 
re  small  settlements. 

Fort  Edward,  firom  which  this 
town  derives  its  name,  was  built 
in  1755,  of  timber  and  earth,  16 
feet  high,  23  feet  thick,  and  had 
nx  cannon  on  its  ramparts.  It  had 
a  deep  fosse  in  front;  it  was  situ. 
ated  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the 
lock  of  the  Champlain  canal,  in  the 
viUage,  and  was  at  fizat  called  Fort 
Ljrman,  from  General  Lyman,  a 
distingfuished  officer  in  the  French 
war.  This  spot  was  also  named 
the  farst  carrying  places  being  the 
point  where,  in  the  expeditions 
against  Canada,  the  troops,  stores, 
dec,  were  landed  and  carried  to 
Wood  creek,   a  distance  of   13 

f*n  £dmard   r%ferrnett :  A.  nuruiof,  B.  banrnekii  C.  ■torthsoM,  D.  Bo»*  l^.i    *|  /  "e  * 

■1.  E.  a  fluikw,  r.  Coloocl  E^j^  bddfe.  DarKeO. 

The  village  of  Fort  Edward  is  rendered  memorable  as  being  the  spot  where  Miss  M*Crea 
et  with  her  tragical  fate.     This  unfortunate  young  woman  lived  about  four  miles  south 
Nn  Fort  Edward,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson.     Her  lover,  a  Mr.  Jones,  lived  about 
mOe  south  of  the  fort.    When  Burgoyne  with  his  srmy  from  Canada  had  arrived  in  this 
nnity,  Mr.  Jones  left  the  American  army,  and  with  many  of  his  neighbors  joined  the 
rcea  under  Buiigoyne.    For  his  loyalty  he  was  made  a  major.    As  the  place  where  Miss 
*Crea  resided  was  exposed  to  the  hostile  incursions  of  both  armies,  Mr.  Jones,  being 
izious  for  her  safety,  found  means  to  convey  intelligence  to  her  that  he  would  take  meas. 
ei  to  have  her  brought  into  the  British  camp.     For  this  purpose  she  was  directed  to 
ne  to  Mrs.  Campbell's,  a  relative  of  hers  who  lived  in  a  house  now  standing  in  Fort  Ed. 
ud  Tillage.    Here  she  was  to  wait  till  he  sent  a  convoy  for  her  safety.    Miss  M*Crea  left 
r  home  in  the  morning,  crossed  the  river  by  Mr.  Jones'  house,  took  breakfast  **  at  the  old 
ildwin  house,"  near  by  Fort  Eklward,  and  from  thence  went  to  Mrs.  Campbell's. 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Jones,  by  ofiering  a  quantity  of  rum  as  a  reward,  induced  a  party  of 
iSuia  to  go  for  Miss  M'Crea,  and  bring  her  into  the  British  camp.    Some  accounts  state 
It  when  3)e  Indians  came  near  the  boose  they  held  up  a  letter  to  allay  her  fears,  which 
mg  from  her  lover,  she  did  not  hesitate  to  venture  herself  with  them.    The  Indians  also 
)k  Bfia.  Campbell  with  them.  When  this  party  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance,  about 
If  way  up  the  elevation  north  of  the  village,  they  were  met  by  another  party  of  Indians, 
ii  atated  that  the  latter,  hearing  of  the  offer  of  Mr.  Jones,  determined  to  share  a  portion  of 
I  feward.    This  brought  on  a  contention  between  them,  which  rose  to  such  a  height. 
It  an  aged  Indian  chief,  fearful  of  the  consequences,  determined  to  end  the  dispute.    Ap. 
oaching  Miss  M'Crea,  he  shot  her  dead  as  she  sat  on  her  horse.  He  then  sprang  forward, 
nk  his  tomahawk  into  her  head,  and  then  scalped  her.    "  Tradition  reports,  that  the  In. 
ma  divided  the  scalp,  and  that  each  party  carried  half  of  it  to  the  agonized  lover." 
Bhe  was  now  stripped  of  her  clothing  and  drsgged  about  thirty  rods  west  of  the 
ice  where  she  was  killed,  and  laid  under  a  log  by  the  side  of  the  ancient  pino  repre. 
ited  in  the  engraving.    It  is  stated  by  those  who  saw  her  remains,  that  they  embited  a 
art  ihockiiig  spectacto ;  her  Umba  were  imieh  twolleD,  and  coveied  with  dost  and  blood. 
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The  font  tfCrta  tret.  Fort  Edward. 

An  American  officn-,  Lieuienuit  Palmer,  who  had  been  aliin  ihit  daf  bf  the  ladiaoi  wi4 
IB  of  Jiia  man,  about  80  roda  nonhweit  of  the  piae  tree,  waa  abo  ihrown  andar  iht  H| 
Mai  Hw  M'Craa,  and  the  remaina  of  both  partially  coTered  with  bruahwood  and  b^ak 
Tbe  engnving  ihowa  die  appeannce  of  the  apol  where  the  body  of  Mia  IfCiaa  «M 
found.  Tba  pine  tme  which  waa  then  alandint,  iliil  ramaina,  haring  a  WMtaUa  aa< 
ucienl  appeannce.  Her  name  ia  inaciibed  on  the  tiee,  with  ilia  data  177Ti  lii 
"ao  Invsller  paaaea  Ihii  tpM  wiibout  apending  a  plaintive  moment  in  conutBifiaBBf 
the  untimely  fate  of  youth  and  loTeliaeM."  At  iia  root  it  is  about  5  feel  in  diMMMTi 
•tanding  about  four  roda  weat  from  the  n»d  to  Sandy  Hill,  and  aboul  80  roda  nonk  tf  it 
Tillage,  on  the  side  of  a  sandy  ridge.  A  line  spring  iaeu^  a  Tew  feel  bolow  Itiia  BM.  Hn 
bodioa  of  MiM  M'Crea  and  Lieutenant  Palmer  were  taken  and  buried  three  adlfa  bale* 
the  fort,  near  what  waa  called  the  "blaek  houM."  About  18  yean  aince,  her  maaiH  INM 
taken  up  and  re-interred  in  a  village  burying  ground  at  Fon  Edward;  tba  lUr.  ■!&€■» 
minga,  of  Albany,  preached  a  tiineral  aennon  on  the  occaaion.  At  the  tima  of  liir  InA 
aba  waa  about  twenty  yeora  of  age,  and  ia  repreeented  as  having  bacnof  nnnddftllMiMa. 
Gnely  formed,  dark  hair,  and  uncommonly  beaulifuL  Mr.  Janet,  who  wm  nboBl  <lMi^ 
five,  aurrived  her  death  but  a  riiort  period,  ai>d  it  ia  aaid  hi*  liair  tumad  (Tay  thi  IM  itf* 
after  receiving  the  btal  newa. 

Gbanville  wag  organized  in  1786.  The  township  it  handnONlj 
diversified,  and  the  soil  is  of  a  superior  quality,  well  watend  ^ 
springs,  rivulets,  &c.  Pop.  3,846.  The  town  was  priDcipaHj  MdW 
by  emigrants  from  the  New  England  states.  There  are  S  tSIwi 
having  post-offices.  Granville  village,  or  Granville  Coinexa,  69  uum 
from  Aibnny,  ]7  from  Salem,  and  31  from  Sandy  Hill,  is  the  moK 
compact  settlement ;  it  consists  of  about  75  dwellings,  having  I 
Methodist,  1  Epiacopal,  and  1  Friends  church,  an  academy,  a  wool- 
len factorv,  &c. 

The  following  is  a  northwestern  view  of  the  central  part  of  Middle 
Granville,  about  2  milea  north  of  Granville  Comers  village.  The 
village  consists  of  about  SO  dwellings,  1  Ccmgregational,  aiM  I  Pn*' 
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Nortkwat  view  of  the  cetUralpart  nf  Middle  GrantiUe. 

byterian  church,  a  number  of  mills,  &c.  The  Con^re^tional  church 
and  Bchool-house  are  leen  on  the  right  of  the  engraving ;  the  moun- 
tainous elevations  seen  in  the  extreme  distance  are  in  the  town  of 
Pawlet,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  about  six  miles  distant.  North  or 
West  Granville,  18  miles  from  Sandy  Hill,  has  a  church,  en  acade- 
my, and  is  a  substantial  village  scattered  for  u  considerable  distance 
along  the  road.     South  Granville  is  a  small  village. 


Southeoitern  view  of  Vntoit  TiUage. 

Gkbbmwicb  was  taken  from  Argyle  in  1803.  The  auHace  of  the 
towDihip  is  moderately  uneven ;  llie  soil  is  principally  a  gravelly  loam, 
■nd  it  under  good  cultivation.     Pop.  S.SIS. 

Hw  BbovB  engraving  ihowi  the  appearance  of  Union  village, 
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as  seen  from  the  elevated  ground  near  the  school-house,  on  the 
Easton  side  of  the  Battenkill.  This  flourishing  village  is  35  miles 
from  Albany,  12  from  Salem,  and  about  5  E.  from  Scnuylerville.  It 
contains  4  churches — 1  Baptist,  1  Dutch  Reformed,  1  Congregational, 
and  1  Methodist — an  academy,  a  bank,  a  newspaper  printing  oflice,  a 
number  of  mills  and  factories,  and  about  1,500  inhabitants.  The 
Baptist  church,  the  oldest  in  the  village,  is  seen  on  the  right  of  the  en- 
graving ;  a  few  rods  westward  is  the  Methodist  church ';  the  Dotch 
Keformed  church  is  in  the  central  part;  and  on  the  extreme  kft 
is  seen  part  of  the  front  of  the  Congre^tional  church,  which  is  with- 
out a  spire.  The  village  was  founded  in  1809.  BattenviUe  and 
Franklinton  are  small  manufacturing  villages,  on  the  Battenkill.  North 
and  East  Greenwich  and  Lake,  are  post-offices,  with  settlements.  . 

Hampton,  from  Albany  NE.  70,  from  Salem  N.  25,  and  from 
Sandy  Hill  NE.  25  miles.  Hampton  and  Low  Hampton  are  post- 
offices.     Pop.  972. 

Hartford,  taken  from  Westfield,  originally  the  name  of  Fort  Ann, 
in  1793;  from  Albany  NE.  54  miles.  Hartford,  13  miles  NE.  from 
Sandy  Hill,  and  South  Hartford,  2  miles  south  of  the  former,  are 
small  post  villages.     Pop.  2,158. 

Hebron  is  centrally  distant  north  of  Salem  7  miles.  Pop.  2,498. 
Hebron,  North  Hebron,  and  South  Hebron,  are  small  post  villages. 

Jackson,  taken  from  Cambridge  in  1815;  from  Albany  NE.  40, 
from  Salem  S.  6  miles.  Jackson  and  Anaquascook  are  post-offices. 
Pop.  1,730. 

Kingsbury  was  organized  in  1788.  It  has  a  surface  generally  levd 
and  well  cultivated,  and  in  former  times  was  mostly  covered  with  fine 
groves  of  white  pines.  Pop.  2,773.  This  town  has  three  villages— 
viz,  Sandy  Hill,  Kingsbury,  and  Adamsville.  Sandy  Hill,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  is  the  half-shire  village  of  the  county,  and  was 
incorporated  in  1810.  It  is  situated  upon  a  high  sandy  plain,  about 
100  feet  above  the  river,  opposite  Baker's  Falls,  where,  in  the  course 
of  60  rods,  the  river  descends  76  feet  The  contemplated  railroad 
from  Saratoga  to  Whitehall  is  to  cross  the  Hudson  here  by  a  viaduct 
1,100  feet  in  length. 

The  following  is  a  south  view  of  the  central  part  of  the  village  of 
Sandy  Hill,  48  miles  from  Albany.  In  the  central  part  of  the  en- 
graving is  seen  a  triangular  enclosure,  set  out  with  ornamental  trees 
and  shrubbery.  The  courthouse  is  on  the  right,  and  the  church  on 
the  left.  The  village  contains  a  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal  church 
and  upwards  of  100  dwelling-houses.  James  Bradshaw  was  the  first 
settler  in  the  village,  and  the  second  was  Albert  Baker,  who  came 
here  in  1768.  His  family  was  the  11th  which  settled  in  Kingsbury. 
Kingsbury  village,  5  miles  from  Sandy  Hill,  is  situated  on  the  road 
to  Fort  Ann,  and  has  1  Baptist  church  and  about  30  dwellings. 
Adamsville,  6  miles  from  Sandy  Hill,  is  a  village  containing  a  Bap- 
tist church  and  25  dwellings. 

The  first  niinistcr  settled  in  the  town  waa  Francis  Baylor,  a  Moravian.    He  remained  but  a 
abort  tiuic,  and  lei)  in  the  year  1777.    The  firat  meeting-houie  wai  bailt  aoon  «Aer  the  nvob- 
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a  of  tkt  CRifral  part  «/  Sandy  HtiL 

QoD,  uid  ia  >til]  sUnding  and  occupied  by  the  BaptinU.  During  the  w>r  Ihe  lown  wu  burnt 
Iqr  BuraoyiH's  armf ,  which  [ay  encamped  h«re  abovl  six  weeks.  The  Heafiana  occupied  ihe 
pouiuTin  Ihe  vicimlr  of  the  new  bury in^-yiird  at  Sandy  Hill,  wbilc  iheGrenadien  layalMo* 
fimet,  S  mil™  north,  and  Iha  light  inTanity  under  Fiazar  at  Fort  Edward  Hill. 

The  site  on  which  stantis  the  village  of  Sandy  Hill,  was  formerly 
the  scene  of-Indiao  barbarities.  The  following  anecdote  ia  related 
by  Professor  Silliman,  in  his  Tour  from  Hartford  to  Quebec  in  the 
autumn  of  1819. 

Prom  Mr.  II.,  a  very  respectable  inhabitant,  I  learned  the  following  singular  piece  ofhia- 
lory  Old  Mr.  Schoonhoven,  recently  living  in  Ibia  vicinity,  and  probably  alill  surviving,  al- 
Ikougb  al  the  great  age  of  more  (ban  fourscore,  informed  Mr.  H.  thai  duiing  the  laM  French 
war,  he  and  nx  or  aeven  other  Americana  coming  through  the  wildemece,  Irom  Fort  William 
Uenry,  al  ihe  head  nf  l^ake  Georgp,  to  ^andy  Iflll,  hud  the  mitdbrtuae  to  tie  token  priKiaen 
by  a  party  of  the  aavugea.  They  were  conducted  to  the  tfol  which  is  now  the  central  green 
rfSaody  Hill,  and  ordered  lo  biI  down  in  a  tow,  upon  a  log.  Mr-  Schoonhoven  pointed  out 
to  Mr.  H.  ihe  rxurt  pkce  where  the  luB  lay  ;  it  woa  nearly  in  front  of  the  house  wheie  we 
dined.  The  Indiana  then  began,  very  deliberately,  lo  tomahawk  their  viclimii,  coninieDping 
U  one  end  of  the  log,  and  ipLitiitg  Ihe  ekuUa  of  (heir  prisoneni,  in  regular  Buccewiou ;  whila 
Ihesurvivon,  compelled  tontatiU,  and  to  witnew  Ihe  awful  tkte  of  their  compdnions  awaited 
their  own,,  in  unuiierable  horror.  Mr.  ^chuonlioven  was  Ihe  laM  bnl  one,  upon  Ihe  end  of  the 
log,  opposite  to  where  the  manacre  commenced ;  the  work  nf  ilpsth  had  already  proceeded 
looim,  and  the  lilted  (oniBbawk  woe  reiidy  10  descend,  when  n  chief  gave  a  signal  tu  Mop  Ihe 
bolchery.  Then  approaching  Mr.  Schoonhoven,  he  mildly  aiid,  "  lloyon  not  remember  that 
(at  such  a  lime)  when  your  young  men  were  dancing,  poor  Indians  came,  and  wanted  to 
duice  100  i  your  young  men  said, '  No  !— Indians  shall  not  dance  wiib  ua ;'  but  jou  (for  it 
•eema  this  chief  had  recognised  his  features  only  in  the  critical  momenlWoa  said,  Indians 
^all  dance—now  I  will  show  you  that  Indians  can  remember  kindnea."  This  chance  rrcol- 
lection  (fmidtaliat,  we  bad  belter  call  it)  saved  the  life  of  Mr.  Schoonhoven,  and  of  the 

Strange  mixture  of  genenMity  and  cruelty  <  For  a  iriflioB  aStonI,  Ihey  chetii'hed  tutd 
ghitted  vengeance,  fell  •■  that  of  infernala,  wiihont  measure  of  retribution,  or  discrimination 
of  objeds;  for  a  lavor  equally  trifling,  Ihey  manifested  magnanimity  exceeding  all  correa- 
poodencc  lathe  benefit,  and  capable  of  airesting  theiooke  of  death,  even  when  falling  with 
ibe  npiditjr  of  lightmng. 

Two  miles  north  of  the  village  of  Kingsbury  is  the  spot  where  a 
tioody  battle  was  fought  in  the  French  war,  between  a  body  of  troops 
under  Putnam  and  Rogers,  and  500  French  and  Indians  commanded 
by  Molang. 

"  In  the  mnntb  of  Anguit,  tlSS,  five  hnitdred  men  ware  employed,  under  the  oideiaofMuoa 
Kogen  and  Putnam,  to  watch  the  molioni  of  the  enemy  near  Ticonderoga.  Al  South  Bay 
Ibcy  separated  the  pirty  into  two  equal  diviaoni,  and  Eogeia  took  a  position  on  Wood  Creek, 
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**  Upon  being,  lome  time  tfterwtfd,  dMCorered.  they  fotmed  a  leonioB^  ud  cooetnai 
meamres  for  returning  to  Fort  Edward.  Their  tnarch  throuj^  the  woodi  waa  la  tkrm  diaiitaM, 
bg  nLMM :  the  right  commanded  by  Rogen,  the  left  by  Putnam,  and  the  centre  by  CuNni 
IrEll.  The  first  night  they  encam]>ed  on  the  banks  of  Clear  Utacr,  about  n  mile  from  oUrFMl 
Ann,  which  had  been  formerly  built  by  General  Nicholson.  Next  morning  Mi^or  Kogen^ 
and  a  British  officer  named  Irwin,  incautiouiily  suflVred  themselvee,  from  a  spirit  oTfalae  ea»- 
lation,  to  be  engaged  in  finng  at  a  mark.  Nothing  could  have  b^n  more  repugnant  to  the 
military  principles  of  Putnam  than  such  conduct,  or  reprobated  by  him  in  more  pomted  teimi. 
As  soon  as  the  heavy  dew  which  had  fallen  the  prececiing  night  would  permit,  the  drtachiMl 
moved  in  one  bcNdy,  Putnam  being  in  front,  D*E11  m  centre,  and  Rogers  in  the  rear.  The  imjieiw 
vious  erowth  of  shrubs  and  urider-bnish  that  had  sprune  up,  where  the  land  bad  been  paiua^f 
cleared  some  years  before,  occasioned  this  chance  in  me  order  of  march.  At  the  noneata 
moving,  the  famous  Frencn  partif>an  Molang,  who  had  been  sent  with  Are  hondred  mea  ta 
intercept  our  party,  was  not  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  them.  Havuif 
beard  tne  tiring,  he  hastened  to  lay  an  auibuecade  precisely  in  that  part  of  the  wood  ukM  ft* 
vorable  to  his  project.  Major  Putnam  was  jui<r  emerging  from  the  thicket,  into  the  comirn 
forest,  when  the  enemy  roee,  and  with  discordant  yells  and  whoopn.  commenced  an  aHMk 
upon  the  right  of  his  division.  SurpruH*d^  but  ujidismayed,  Putnam  naltedsTeturaed  the  irs, 
and  pafftea  the  word  for  the  other  divisions  to  advance  for  his  support.  D^EIl  came.  The 
action,  though  widely  scattered,  and  principally  fought  between  man  and  man,  mmmi  grew 
eeneral  and  intensely  wann.  It  would  be  as  difficult  as  useles  to  describe  this  invgahr  nd 
feroriQus  mode  of  lighting.  Rogers  came  not  up ;  but,  as  he  declared  afterwsLid,  fbmed  a 
circular  file  between  our  party  and  Wood  creek,  to  prevent  their  being  taken  in  rear  or  eoft> 
laded.  SuccesFful  as  he  commonly  was,  his  conduct  did  not  always  pass  without  unftvoraMe 
imputation.  Notwithstanding,  it  was  a  current  saying  in  the  camp,  *■  that  Riggers  ahvays  saijj^ 
but  Putnam  ltd  his  men  to  action,*  yet,  in  justice^  it  ousht  to  be  remarked  here,^  that  the  Isilfr 
has  never  been  known,  in  relating  the  story  of  this  day^s  disaster,  to  affix  any  atjgma  upoa  lbs 
conduct  of  the  former. 

**  Major  Putnam,  pereeivinff  it  would  be  impracticable  to  crmb  the  creek,  detenniaed  la 
maintain  his  ground.  Inspired  by  his  example,  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  bia- 
Ter>' :  sometimes  they  fought  asgregately  m  open  view,  and  sometimes  individnally  oader 
cover ;  taking  aim  from  behiniitlie  bodies  of  trees,  and  acting  in  a  manner  independent  rf 
each  other.  Tor  himself,  having  discharged  his  fuzee  several  times,  at  length  it  mifd  Ire, 
while  the  muzzle  was  pressed  aeainst  the  breast  of  a  huge  and  well  proportioned  aava^ 
This  toarrior^  availing  himself  of  the  indefensible  attitude  of  his  adversary,  with  a  treroendoa 
War-whoop,  sprang  forward,  with  his  lifted  hatchet,  and  compelled  him  to  anrrender;  sad 
having  disarmed  and  bound  him  fai^t  to  a  tree,  returned  to  the  mittle. 

"  The  intrepid  Captains  D^Ell  and  Ilarman,  who  now  commanded,  were  forced  to  gift 
ground  for  a  little  distance :  the  savages  conceiving  this  to  be  the  certain  harlnnger  of  vietoiy, 
rushed  impetuously  on,  with  dreadful  and  redoubled  cries.  But  our  two  partiaana,  coDeeiiif 
a  handful  of  brave  men.  gave  the  punniers  so  warm  a  reception  as  to  oblige  them,  in  mm,  Is 
retreat  a  little  beyond  the  spot  at  which  the  action  had  commenced.  Here  they  made  a  rtud. 
This  change  of  ground  occa»doned  the  tree  to  which  Putnam  was  tied  to  be  directly  betweea 
the  lire  of  the  two  parties.  Human  imagination  can  hardly  figure  to  itsell'a  inore  defdorsMe 
situation.  The  balls  flew  incessantly  froiii  either  side,  many  struck  the  tree,  while  some  psaed 
through  the  sleeves  and  skirts  ot^his  coat.  In  this  state  of  leopardy.  unable  to  move  his  bodr, 
to  stir  his  limbs,  or  even  to  incline  his  head,  he  remained  more  than  an  hour  So  equaUy 
balanced,  and  so  obstinate  was  the  light !  At  one  moment,  while  the  battle  swerved  in  mver 
of  the  enemy,  a  young  savage  chose  an  odd  wav  of  discovering  his  humor.  He  found  Putnam 
bound.  He  mi^tit  have  despatched  him  at  a  blow.  But  he  loved  better  to  excite  the  temo 
of  the  prisoner,  oy  hurling  a  tomahawk  at  his  head,  or  rather  it  should  seem  his  object  was  to 
aee  how  near  he  could  throw  it  without  touching  him — the  weapon  struck  in  the  tree  a  nsa- 
ber  of  times  at  a  hair's  breadth  distance  from  the  mark.  When  the  Indian  had  finished  hii 
amusement,  a  French  bas-officer  (a  much  more  inveterate  savage  by  nature,  ihougii  descended 
from  so  humane  and  polished  a  nation)  perceiving  Putnam,  came  up  to  him,  and,  leveOiBga 
fuzee  within  a  foot  ofhis  breast,  attempted  to  discharge  it— it  missed  fire.  ineBectnally  hi 
the  intended  victim  solicit  the  treatment  due  to  his  situation,  by  repeating  that  he  was  a  p» 
aoner  of  war.  The  degenerate  Frenchman  did  not  understand  the  language  of  honor  ar  of 
nature :  deaf  to  their  voice,  and  dead  to  senaibility.  he  violently,  and  repeatedly,  poahed  ths 
muzzle  of  his  gun  against  Putnam's  ribs,  and  finally  gave  him  a  cruel  blow  on  ihe  jaw  widi 
the  butt-end  ol  his  piece.    After  this  dastardly  deed  he  left  him. 

"  At  leneth  the  activr  intrepidity  of  I)*E11  and  Harman,  seconded  by  the  persevering  valor 
of  their  followers,  prevailed.  They  drove  from  the  field  the  enemy,  who  left  about  niaetf 
dead  behind  them.  As  they  were  retiring.  Putnam  was  imtied  by  the  Indian  who  had  maw 
him  prisoner,  and  whom  he  afterward  caUed  master.  Having  been  conducted  for  some  dia- 
tancc  from  the  place  of  action,  he  was  stripped  of  his  coat,  vest,  stockings,  and  sboea ;  loaded 
with  as  many  of  the  packs  of  the  woundea  as  could  be  piled  upon  him ;  strongly  pinioaed. 
and  his  wrists  tied  as  closely  together  as  they  could  be  jNillea  with  a  cord.  After  he  had 
marehed,  through  no  pleasant  paths,  in  this  painful  manner,  tor  many  a  tedious  mile,  the  party 
(who  were  exceaaively  fatigued)  halted  to  breathe.  His  hands  were  now  inimoderalfely 
swelled  from  the  tightness  ol  the  ligature ;  and  the  pain  had  become  intolerable.  His  Icct 
Were  so  much  scratched,  that  the  blood  droj^ped  fast  from  them.  Exhausted  with  beahaf  > 
biuden  above  his  strength,  and  frantic  with  tormenta  exquisite  beyond  endurance,  he  euireaifd 
ths  Irish  interpreter  to  implore,  as  the  hu4  and  only  grace  he  deHied  of  the  lasaans^  thai  di^ 
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woidd  knock  him  m  tbt  ba*d  and  Uks  hii  wetfy  u  oon,  or  Iocm  bit  buxb.  A  French 
iiBiai.  iaataBtljr  mtrrpcanf ,  ordcnd  hit  huub  to  it  nnboaod,  ud  aome  of  the  pack*  to  be 
nhMia''  Bj  IhiitinM  the  Induuiirtio  captnnd  him,  uid  hid  been iliKnt  with  the  wouDdrd, 
atMtinf  Of,  pie  hint  ■  pair  of  moccaaiiiB,  >Dd  eipreard  gnu  indigutioD  iX  the  nnwoithf 
tnatmeal  hit  prieoner  hu  nillered- 

"  That  WTagr  cbieTiguQ  relumed  to  Ibe  care  of  ihe  wounded,  and  Ihe  IihIiuil  ibool  two 
hudrad  in  number,/wenl  brCoie  Ihe  reK  of  Ibe  pun;  lu  Ihe  plare  whrr-  the  nhole  were  thai 
ugbl  to  encunp.  Tbev  toi^  wilh  them  Miiior  ruinur,  on  whom,  beridn  innumermble  othei 
Bitfiacn,  tbrr  bed  the  bubuity  to  inflict  ■  deep  wuand  with  (he  tomahiiwk  in  Ihe  [etl  cheek. 
Hii  tatninfii  were  In  tbi*  place  to  be  conauni mated.  A  scene  a(  borror,  inflniielf  ■naler 
than  hiul  ever  met  bis  eTeil«rorE.  waanow  preparing,  li  waadetennined  to  roselhim  alin. 
For  ihii  pnipone  tbev  led  him  into  a  daifc  Toreat,  alripged  him  naked,  bound  him  lo  ■  tree,  ud 
piled  Arj  brudi,  with  other  I'liel,  at  a  anal)  diviance,  in  a  circle  round  him.  They  accompa- 
nied dieir  lal»r>,  ai  if  Tor  hi>  runeial  diife,  with  screuin*  nod  loundii  inimitable  but  by  eivage 
nncci.  lien  tbey  mi  the  pilea  on  lire.  A  nudden  rhowr-r  dHinprd  Ihe  Haine-  flame.  Snll 
tbaf  Mrove  lo  kindle  it,  until,  at  last,  the  blaze  rui  fiercely  round  ihe  circle.  Slajor  Putnun 
iOMI  began  lo  fail  Ibe  acorchiog  heat.  Hii  baud*  were  w  lied  that  he  could  move  hia  bod;. 
He  eOrn  Wiifted  lidea  as  the  fire  amniacbed.  Tliie  Bjjhl,  ai  Ihe  very  idea  of  which  all  bat 
n*B|r*  nnM  ■hndder,  aflbided  ihs  ni^eM  divendon  to  hie  inhiimiin  lormentoi^  who  demm- 
Wialial  dM  delirinm  tt  their  joy  bji  coirevpODdent  yells,  ilanrre,  and  eerliculaiiooa  U*  MW 
dMb  ttat  Ida  tnii  hoar  wai  inerilablf  come.  He  ummoned  all  bia  reaolulion,  and  ««•»- 
pond  hia  niad,  aa  br  aa  the  circa  malancea  could  admit,  to  bid  an  elemal  hrewcD  to  all  ba 
held  mM  dear.  To  quit  ihe  wo^  wonld  acarcely  ban  coal  a  ani^aiiar^  j  bnl  for  the  idaa 
ofhotoe,  bnl  forthe  remendirancR  ordomeKic  endeainients,  of  the  afleclionate  psitner  of  bia 


«rd*at  dMih  which  baccompaiucdwith  &  keenent  agoniei^  wa^  in  a  mannei,  paM — uatnre, 
with  a  fbeMe  tfniBgle,  wei  qnitUiu  ita  lael  hold  on  aiiblnnary  tbmD— when  a  Fiench  officer 
ratted  ikroagh  (be  crowd,  opened  a  way  by  ■calteiing  the  boming  niandi,  and  nnbound  tba 
tieltn.  It  waa  Holaiw  bunaelr— to  wtunn  a  aavage,  unwilling  to  ace  another  humuiaaenfica 
muwrialed,  had  run  and  eonunnnicaled  the  lidinga.  Tlat  commandant  apumed  and  aevere^ 
feprimanded  Ibe  barbariaiu,  whoae  nocturnal  powwoa  and  helliab  orsiea  he  suddenly  endeiL 
Pitfoam  did  not  want  for  feebng  or  graijlude.  Tlie  French  commander,  fearing  to  Iniat  him 
■lona  with  Ihem,  remained  nntil  he  eoold  deliver  him  bi  nfely  into  the  handi  of  bia 

"  lie  MTBte  apnoached  hia  prisoner  kindly,  and  eeem'd  lo  iieit  him  with  pailiculai  al&«- 
doa.  He  offered  him  aome  hard  biscuit ;  bnl  finding  that  he  cndd  aol  chew  them,  on  ao- 
enail  of  Ibt  blow  be  had  received  rroin  ibe  Frenchman,  tbi*  more  humane  aavage  soaked 
BeoM  of  (be  btscuil  in  water,  and  nade  him  suck  ihe  piOp-Qke  [i.iit.  Ueleiminrd,  bowevar, 
■at  to  tone  hia  captive  (the  relYeiluneni  heing  finished)  he  look  the  moccasins  Trom  hia  fret, 
aad  tied  Ibeni  to  raw  of  hii  wriala  i  then  direcling  him  lo  lie  donn  on  hia  bark  upon  Ibe  bora 
paDBd,  be  Mrelched  one  aim  lo  its  full  length,  and  bound  ii  laei  to  a  young  tree  ;  the  other 
aim  waa  extended  and  bound  in  the  ume  mimiier — bia  iega  were  slreiched  apart  and  Jimened 
W  Iwo  aaplinga.  llien  a  number  of  tall,  but  deader  poles  were  cut  dnwn,  whith,  nith  aoma 
Im^  hiuea,  were  laid  acroM  hia  body  from  head  lo  foot ;  on  each  tide  lay  as  many  Indiana 
eaomld  cnnvcniently  And  lodging,  in  order  to  prevent  ibe  powibitity  of  hia  escape.  In  ihia 
daa(ReaMe  and  punfRl  poMure  he  remained  until  moming.  During  this  nighi,  the  longeal 
and  moot  dreary  conceivHble,  our  hero  uced  lo  relate  ihai  ^e  fell  a  rny  of  chei-r]ulneas  coma 
•asaal^  aeraa  hia  mind,  and  could  not  even  refraiu  from  smiling  when  be  reflected  on  ihia 
ladicrona  group  for  a  painter,  of  which  he  himself  wua  ihe  prinuipal  figure. 

"llic  BFII  OBT  be  was  allowed  his  blanket  and  moccai inn,  and  peimilted  lo  march  wilhont 
carryinf  any  pack,  or  recrivii«  any  in™k.  To  allay  bis  eilreme  hunger,  a  liiile  bear'a  meat 
was  fiven,  which  he  sucked  Ihrough  his  teeth.  At  nighi  ihe  patly  arrived  at  Ticondeioga, 
nd  Ibe  pnsoDBr  waa  placed  undrrthe  core  ofa  French  guard.  The  bavagis, 
IHTatad  •  -    -'■■■--'•-■-  '  -^  '^    ..._..    I,  ^  .     ..    .1 -^. 


vr  maloTolence  for  tba  disapKointment,  by  horrid  grimacee  and  angry  gntorea ;  but  ibey 
mm  auffbfed  no  more  to  oftr  violence  or  personal  indignilr  to  him 

**  AA(*  bavinf  been  examiaed  by  ihe  Marquis  de  Mnnicalm,  Major  Putnam  was  conducted 
.    ..     .— ^  by  a  French  oAeer,  who  treated  himwiib  ihe  grealesl  indulgence  and  bumaoily.'* 


PuTVAM,  the  extreme  oorthem  town  of  Ihe  county,  was  taken  from 
Weitfielil  in  1806 ;  from  Albany  90,  and  from  Sandy  Hill  N.  30  miles. 
Pop.  T85.  Palmerston  mountain,  in  this  town,  rises  to  the  height  of 
1,600  feet. 

Salbk  was  organized  in  1788 ;  has  a  hilly  surface  with  narrow 
valleys  and  plains,  and  generally  a  fertile  soil.     Pop.  2,855. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  Salem,  the  half-shire  village  of  Washing- 
ton county,  as  seen  from  an  elevation  on  the  main  road  at  ihe  northern 
utremiQr  of  the  village,  showing  the  principal  street  and  the  public 
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North  view  of  Salem  village. 


buildings.  The  village  is  46  miles  from  Albany  and  21  from  Sandy 
Hill,  and  consists  of  upwards  of  100  dwellings,  1  Presbyterian,  1  Asso- 
ciate Reformed  Congregational  cliurch,  an  academy,  the  county  build- 
ings, offices,  stores,  printing  oHice,  &.c.  The  Presbyterian  church  and 
courthouse  are  seen  on  tlie  left  of  the  engraving,  the  Congregatioual 
near  the  centre,  and  the  academy  on  the  extreme  right.  The  village 
was  incorporated  in  1803 ;  the  academy  in  this  place  has  been  incor- 
porated for  about  half  a  centur}',  and  is  a  very  rcEpcctabic  InstitutioDi 
where  quite  a  number  of  eminent  men  have  been  educated. 

Salem  waa  jiml  Bclliled  about  the  year  1756,  by  iwo  companies  of  einigranta,  one  from 
Scuiland  and  Irrlnnd,  ilie  oiiicr  from  New  England.  They  worshipped  loeeiher  under  the 
minbitn-  of  (he  Kev.  TbouiBB  Ctark,  nil  Irii^h  preai-her,  till  ditrrrencrx  iir,«e  about  "  rKtt- 
■ionnl  cominnnion,"  and  abuut  "  receivinti  llis  cnrenaiii  of  ihc  Ihrep  kingdom*."  Tliii 
eoalrovFrey  occasiuned  a  eepaniliun  tii  17~G9.  A  PrexbfieriaD  church  waa  formed,  and  U» 
Rev,  John  Warford,  che  first  minisict,  wiu  installud  in  1789.  He  labored  about  U  %'i  an, 
and  waa  auccireded  by  Rev.  Samuel  Tnmb,  who  continued  in  the  ministry  till  hin  death  in 
1833.  Il»  BuccKBSors  have  been  Rev.  John  Whiton  and  Rev.  A.  B.  Lambert,  The  fini 
PreBbyieritin  church  wan  built  in  1774,  and  fur  three  yeara  it  waa  lued  for  bariacki  and  a 
■tnrebouac.  Ii  was  burnt  bv  iha  royalists  in  1778.  The  neit  house  w»*  built  immediwflr 
■nrr  the  war,  and  waa  burnt  by  accident  in  1S36.  The  third,  erected  al  ■  cost  of  QIO.OW, 
naa  burnt  in  April,  1840  ;  another  is  now  erecting. 

The  following  inscription  is  copied  from  a  monument  in  the  village 

graveyard. 

"  Here  tic  the  earthly  remaiiiB  of  the  Rev.  Siues  YxoaoTrt,  paaior  of  the  Am.  Rrf.  Cua- 
gregation,  Salem,  who,  afterinanifteiiug  the  mo"i  ordent  zeal  and  diainlerested  (aithfulnpo 
in  (he  (tospel  of  Uia  Master  during  (he  perigii  of  fifty  years,  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  Oct.  SHJ. 
1802.—*  WeU  done  !  good  and  faithful  eervanl,  enter  thou  into  the  Joy  of  thy  Lord.'  *  Thev 
that  mm  many  lo  righteousncsa  shall  shine  as  the  stata  forever.'  '  To  him  that  orerconiflii 
will  I  grant  lo  sit  with  me  in  my  throne,  even  ua  1  also  overcame,  and  am  aet  dovm  with 
my  Faiher  in  his  ihtune.'  " 

White  Crrek,  the  SE.  town  of  the  county,  was  taken  from  Cam- 
bridge in  1815;  centrally  distant  S.  from  Salem  13  miles.  Pop. 
8,204.  North  White  Creek  and  Little  White  Creek  are  small  post 
villages.  White  Creek  Centre  and  Wait's  Comers  are  small  settle- 
ments. 
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Wbitehali,  organized  in  1788,  has  a  great  diversity  of  surface. 
The  soil  is  principally  a  stiff  clay,  well  adapted  to  grass.    Pop.  3^10. 


Northern  view  of  WMtekaU. 


The  above  engraving  shows  the  appearance  of  the  village  of  White- 
ball  as  seen  from  the  rocky  eminence  which  rises  perpendicularly 
from  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  a  short  distance  to  the  nortb, 
overlooking  the  harbor.  The  village  is  compactly  built,  and  lies  in  It 
rocky  ravine,  at  the  junction  of  Wood  creek  and  the  Champlain  canal 
with  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  73  mites  from  Albany  and  21 
from  Sandy  HilL  The  mouth  of  the  creek  and  canal  are  seen  in  the 
central  part  of  the  engraving.  The  waters  of  the  canal  descend  a 
distance  of  26  feet  by  three  locks.  There  is  a  steamboat  communi- 
cation with  this  place  and  St.  Johns  in  Canada,  150  miles  distant 
The  steamboat  landing  is  seen  on  the  left  at  the  foot  of  a  rocky  emi- 
nence about  200  feet  high ;  the  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal  churches 
are  on  the  right.  The  village,  which  is  a  place  of  extensive  business, 
consists  of  about  ISO  dwellings,  a  number  of  mills,  many  warehouses 
for  the  commission  and  forwarding  business,  a  number  of  churches, 
and  a  bank.  In  the  vicinity  &re  the  decaying  hulks  of  the  British  ves- 
sels captured  by  Com.  McDonough  during  the  last  war  off  Plattsburg. 
The  Indiin  nune  of  tbii  pl>e«  wu  K»li.ehia  miakjia,  "  tht  pUt*  vWc  Hp-fialt."  It 
wu  fotmeiif  called  SktiuAanatflt,  to  nuncd  from  Maj.  Skanc,  t  nrfilirt,  who  nadcd 
bcre  pniioui  to  the  resolution.  The  paa  Rt  this  plnce  woi  scind  \tj  m  dduhmetit  or  voL 
nDlecra  boio  Connecticul  in  Miy,  1TT5.  Mij.  Skcna  ind  hit  hmUly,  with  t  number  oC 
•oldirn  and  aeireTiJ  nnall  piscea  of  cannon,  were  lakrn.  When  TicondBroga  wai  aban. 
donrd  on  ih«  approach  of  Burgoyne,  ihe  public  ainrea  were  embarked  on  board  of  9D0 
bacieauK  and  tern  up  the  iakc  [o  Skenrsboroogh  undf-r  a  conTDf  of  5  galleys.  They  wen 
pursued  by  a  Britifh  brigade  nf  giin-boaia  and  overtaken  ai  SkcDeaboroagh.  Two  of  iha 
falleya  were  taken, and  Ihe  other  three  hloun up,  and  the  Americana  being  unable  lo  muk* 
an  effectual  aland,  let  fire  to  the  woriu,  fan,  milla,  baiteaui,  and  eMsped  aa  they  could  to 
Fort  Ann.  Thii  place  waa  occupied  by  Burgovne  aa  hw  head.qairtan  for  a  conaidciablt 
linM  while  hii  iroopa  were  clearing  a  road  lo  Ford  Edward.  On  tha  hdghta  OTsriooking 
iba  harbor  ara  the  remaina  of  a  batlery  and  Uockhoua. 

73 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 


Wayne  county  was  taken  from  the  NW.  comer  of  C^tario,  and 
the  N.  of  Seneca  counties  in  1823.  Greatest  length  from  £.  to  W. 
35  miles ;  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S.  30. 

The  suiface  is  much  diversified ;  on  the  N.  the  ancient  beach  of 
Lake  Ontario  extends  with  the  lake  £.  and  W.  from  it  4  to  8  miles ; 
forming  in  its  whole  course  a  road  through  the  county,  known  ai  the 
**  ridge  road."  The  Erie  canal,  for  nearly  the  whole  of  its  devious 
course  of  forty-three  miles  through  the  county,  keeps  tbe  niley 
of  Mud  creek  and  the  Clyde.  The  soil  is  generally  highly  fer- 
tile. The  greater  portion  of  the  county  on  the  west,  mcluding  we 
fourth  of  the  towns  of  Galen,  Rose,  and  Huron,  was  in  the  grant  to 
Massachusetts  and  in  Phelps  and  Gorham's  purchase,  pasnnff  from 
those  gentlemen  to  Robert  Morris,  and  from  him  to  Sir  William 
Pulteney,  from  whom  the  present  possessors  derive  title.  The  rem- 
nant in  the  east  pertained  to  the  military  tract  The  county  is  divided 
into  15  towns.     Pop.  42,068. 

Arcadia,  taken  from  Lyons  in  1825;  from  Albany  186  miles. 
Newark,  6  miles  W.,  and  Lockville  5  miles  W.  of  Lyons,  each  on 
the  canal,  are  villages.     Fairville  is  a  post-oflicc.     Pop.  4,98S. 

BuTLKR,  uken  from  Wolcott  in  1826 ;  from  Lyons  NE.  centrally 
situated  14  miles.  Butler  and  South  Butler  are  post-ofEces.  Pop. 
2,887. 

Galen,  organized  as  part  of  Seneca  coimty,  and  taken  from  Junioi 
in  1812;  NW.  from  Albany  172  miles.  Pop.  4,345.  Clyde,  incor- 
porated in  1835,  is  situated  upon  the  Erie  canal,  8  mites  E.  from 


of  Clyde. 


Lyons.  The  above  view  was  taken  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Clyde 
river,  and  shows  the  principal  portion  of  the  village.  The  steeple  in 
the  centre  of  the  view  is  that  of  the  Methodist  church,  the  one  to  the 
left  the  Presbyterian,  and  that  to  the  right  the  Baptist.  The  village 
is  a  place  of  much  business,  and  contains  about  130  dwellings. 


WATMi  couirrr. 


Hetkoit,  talen  from  Wolcott  in  1886,  by  the  name  of  Port  Bay; 
from  Albany  193,  from  Lyons  NE.  15  miles.     Pop.  2,020. 

Ltonb  was  taken  from  the  S.  end  of  Sodus  in  1811 ;  area  since 
diminished.  The  surface  of  the  township  is  hilly,  and  the  soil  of  an 
excellent  quality.     Pop.  4,300. 


1^01El»*f^|ffl 


Eastern  entrance  into  Lyoni. 

Lyons,  the  shJre  village,  was  incorporated  in  IS31.  It  is  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Mud  creek  with  the  Canondajffua  outlet,  (below 
whicb  the  stream  takes  the  name  of  Clyde  riverO  and  on  the  Erie 
canal,  181  miles  from  Albanv.  34  from  Rochester,  15  N.  of  GenevSt 
and  16  S.  of  Sodus  Point.  'I'hc  village  contains  about  350  dwelling), 
1  Presbyterian,  1  Lutheran,  I  Methodist,  1  Baptist,  and  1  Episcopal 
church,  the  county  buildings,  a  bank,  2  newspaper  printing  offices, 
a  numljer  of  mills.  &c.  The  accompanying  view  was  taken  at  the 
bridge  over  the  Erie  canal,  at  the  eastern  entrance  into  the  village, 
and  shows  in  the  distance  a  number  of  public  buildings.  The  village 
was  originally  laid  out  by  C.  Williamson,  agent  Tor  the  Pulteney 
estBte,  and  is  said  to  have  derived  its  name  from  the  similarity  of  iti 
■itiution  to  the  city  of  that  name  in  Prance.  The  lirat  seUlement 
wu  commenced  in  June,  1798,  by  emigrants  from  New  Jersey  and 
Maiyluid.  Mr.  Van  Wickle,  from  New  Jersey, "  moved  in,  along 
with  40  persons."     AUoway  is  a  small  manufacturing  village. 

"In  IBM,  ■  while  tmk  Dm  wu  cut  in  ihi>  lown,  iwoniilM  wMt  of  Lj^aBiimnMimoi 
H  Ibn  in  dwmeur.  In  tbe  body  of  Iha  mr,  ■boui  3}  feel  from  tha  giwind,  wm  found  > 
Itiga  mni  daap  cntdng  bf  m  ue,  Kveiing  the  bcut  of  the  tm,  «Dd  exhibiting  wiih  par. 
bet  diaiinclnoi  Ihr  muju  of  Ihi  m  >l  th«  praMDt  time.  The  whole  civitr  ihiu  crealed 
bj  iba  arigiiul  cnning  wu  Ibund  u>  be  encuid  bj  460  yoan'  growth  of  the  wood,  i.  s.,  it 
WH  eoocsaled  bensiih  4G0  liren  of  ibe  limbar,  which  had  grown  over  it  subeequeulljp  to 
da  CBtdng.  Conwqurntlj  the  origirm]  culling  miut  hmve  been  in  the  jev  13TS,  or  118 
reare  k/en  llu  iuaetry  »J  JmerUm  £y  Otlumbat.  The  tree  wee  cut  hf  Junca  P.  Banle 
of  Newark,  a  forwordiog  mercbuil,  and  the  Qmber  and  by  him  in  bvilding  the  boat 
NawaA.  now  belonging  lo  the  Detroit  line.    The  cutting  wei  at  laaM  u  iochaa  deep." 

Maouhut,  taken  from  Palmyra  in  1823.  Macedon  Centre,  22  milei 
NW^  and  Macedon  on  the  canal,  20  miles  W.  of  Lyona,  are  finaU 
ntdements.    Pop.  2,897. 
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Makion,  origiaally  named  Winchester,  snd  taken  from  Willianum 
in  1825 ;  from  Lyons  centrally  distant  NW.  13  miles.  Marion  Cor- 
ners is  a  small  settlement.     Pop.  2,158. 

Ontario,  originally  named  Freetown,  and  taken  from  Williamson, 
was  organized  as  part  of  Ontario  county ;  centrally  distant  from 
Lyons  NW.  24  miles.  Ontario  and  West  Ontario  are  the  pon- 
offices.     Pop.  1,903. 

Palmyra  was  organized  by  the  general  sessions  of  Ontario  county, 
pursunnt  to  the  act  of  27th  of  Jan.  1789;  since  modified.  It  com- 
prised two  townships  of  Phelia  and  Gorham's  purchase,  being  No. 
12,  in  the  2d  and  Sd  ranges.  The  surface  of  the  town  ia  genUy  un- 
dulating, and  the  soil  of  a  superior  quality.     Pop.  3,550. 


tg> 

Eastern  view  in  Main-street,  Palmyra. 

The  village  of  Palmyra  is  situated  on  Mud  creek  and  the  Erie 
canal,  106  miles  distant  from  Albany  by  the  post  route,  11  from  Lyons, 
13  from  Canandaigua,  and  22  from  Rochester.  It  is  aplace  of  con- 
siderable business,  containing  about  250  dwellbgs,  1  Presbyterian, 
1  Episcopal,  1  Methodist,  and  1  Baptist  church,  a  oank,  3  newspaper 
printing  offices,  a  number  of  mills,  <xc.  The  accompanying  engrav- 
mg  shows  part  of  Main-street,  looking  westward. 

Joseph  Smith,  the  founder  of  the  Mormon  sect,  began  his  public 
career  in  and  near  this  village.  The  following  account  of  Smith, 
and  his  operations,  is  derived  from  authentic  sources  of  information. 

Joecph  Smith,  ihe  founder  of  Momioniam,  wsi  bom  in  Royslton,  Vl,  and  remortd  la 
Mancheiler,  Oniario  county,  N.  Y.,  Bboul  th«  y«ar  1830,  al  m  early  age,  with  hia  ptnuia, 
who  were  in  quile  humble  circumBlanceti.  Ua  was  occanonall)'  employed  in  Falinyn  n 
a  laborer,  and  bars  the  reputation  of  a  laif  and  ignorant  young  man.  Accordiitg  to  the 
tafltimony  of  icapectabla  individuala  in  that  place.  Smith  and  hii  father  vera  penona  ef 
doubtful  iron]  character,  addicted  to  dixroputable  habiti,  and  moraoTer  eiiremEly  aupami- 
lioua,  believing  in  the  eiiatence  of  witchcraft.  They  at  one  time  procured  a  mineral  ni, 
■nd  dug  in  various  plocea  fur  money.  Smith  leatilicd  that  when  digging  be  had  aeen  tb« 
pnt  or  cheat  eoDtaining  the  treasure,  but  never  waa  fbrtuusle  enough  ugtt  it  iota  hii  baoila. 
He  placed  a  aingular  looking  atooa  in  hia  hU,  and  pratandad  by  (ha  tight  of  U  (o  mkl 


WATIfl  COUMTT.  581 

many  wonderfol  dtKOTeriet  of  gold,  nlrer,  ud  other  treasuraB,  depomted  in  the  earth.  He 
commenced  his  career  aa  the  founder  of  the  new  aect  when  about  the  age  of  18  or  19,  and 
appointed  a  number  of  meetingB  in  Palmyra,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  declaring  the  divine  rerela- 
tioni  which  he  said  were  made  to  him.  He  was,  however,  unable  to  produce  any  excite. 
ment  in  the  village ;  but  very  few  had  curiosity  sufficient  to  listen  to  him.  Not  having 
the  means  to  print  his  revelationa,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Crane,  of  the  society  of  Friends,  de. 
daring  that  he  was  moved  by  the  spirit  to  call  npon  him  for  assistance.  This  gentleman 
bid  him  to  go  to  work,  or  the%tate  prison  would  end  his  career.  Smith  had  better  success 
with  Martin  Harris,  an  industrious  and  thrifty  fanner  of  Palmyra,  who  was  worth  about 
910,000,  and  who  became  one  of  his  leading  disciples.  By  his  assistance,  5,000  copies  of 
the  Moftnon  Bible,  (so  called,)  were  published  at  an  expense  of  about  93,000.  It  is  possi- 
ble  that  Harris  might  have  made  the  advances  with  the  expectation  of  a  profitable  specula, 
tion,  as  a  great  sale  was  anticipated.  This  work  is  a  duodecimo  volume,  containing  590 
pages,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the  weakest  productions  ever  attempted  to  be  palmed  off  as  a 
divine  revelation.  It  is  mostly  a  blind  mass  of  words,  interwoven  with  scriptural  language 
and  quotations,  without  much  of  a  leading  plan  or  design.  It  is  in  fact  such  a  production 
as  might  be  expected  from  a  person  of  Smithes  abilities  and  turn  of  mind.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  title  page  : 

"Taa  Book  or  Moaicojr :  am  accovht  warrraif  bt  thk  haitd  or  MoaHoa,  vrox  ruATaa  takkm  raoM 

THE  PLATES  Of  NErBI. 

•*  Wbefrfbte  it  ii  an  abridgment  of  the  record  of  the  people  of  Nephi,  and  alao  of  tlM  Lainanitei;  writlta 
ID  llM  LunaAhca.  which  are  a  remnant  of  the  bouae  or  Imei,  and  alao  to  the  Jew  and  GentUe,  written  bj 
wajr  t^cmamandmentr  and  alao  bj  the  afdrlt  of  Piopbecy  and  Revdotloo.  Written  and  aaaled  up  and  hid 
up  10  the  Loan  that  they  may  not  be  deatroyed,  to  come  forth  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God  unto  tlie  initr 
pratuioa  thereof,  aealed  by  the  hand  of  Moroni  and  liid  up  unto  the  Loan  to  come  fbrth  in  due  time  liy  ilia 
way  of  the  Oentile:  tlie  interpretation  tlwreof  by  the  gift  of  God,  an  abridgment  talten  flrom  the  book  of 
BdMT.  Alao,  which  la  a  Recoid  of  tlia  People  of  Jared,  which  were  acatlerad  at  the  tioie  the  Loan  eon- 
taandad  the  language  of  tlw  people  when  tliey  were  building  a  tower  to  get  to  Heaven,  which  la  to  ahaw 
mMo  the  remnaot  of  the  liouae  of  larael  liow  great  tblngi  tlie  Loan  hath  enne  unto  tiMdr  (kthera,  and  that 
thty  BMiy  know  tlie  covenaiita  of  ilie  Loan,  and  that  tliey  are  not  caat  off  forever;  andalaotothecoovinelqg 
of  the  Jew  and  Ocaiile,  that  Jiaira  la  the  Cbsut,  the  JsraaNAL  God,  manlfoaiing  HisMelf  unto  all  aatfama. 
And  maw  if  there  are  fhuJta  it  be  the  mlatake  of  men,  whercfuie  condemn  not  the  thinga  of  God  that  ye  awj 
hs  fbund  apoileaa  at  the  Judgment  aeat  of  Chrlat. 

«•  By  Joaeph  Smith,  Jnnior.  Author  and  Proprietor,  Pahnyra.    Printed  by  B.  B.  Giandln,  for  iba  Aothor, 


Ac  the  close  of  the  book  is  "  the  testimony  of  three  witneases,"  viz :  Oliver  Cowdeiy, 

Diavid  Whitmer,  and  Martin  Harris,  in  which  they  state  imto  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues 

and  people,  that  they  have  seen  the  plates  containing  the  record,  and  the  engravinga  upon 

them,  dbc    On  the  last  page  ia  contained  the  teatimony  of  eight  wimeases,  of  which  the 

following  is  a  copy :  ^ 

u  Be  it  known  unto  all  nationa,  Idndred,  tooguea,  and  people,  onto  whom  tlda  book  ahall  come,  that  Joaeph 
BSilth,  Jr^  the  Author  and  Proprietor  of  tbia  work,  hath  ahcwed  unto  ua  the  platea  of  whkh  hath  been 
aooken,  which  have  the  appearance  of  gold ;  and  aa  many  of  the  learea  aa  the  aaid  Smith  haa  tramlaied  we 
Old  hiUMlie  with  oar  handa,  and  we  alao  aaw  the  engravinga  thereof,  ad  of  which  had  the  appearadfce  of 
lent  work  and  of  curlouaworkroanahip.    And  thla  we  bear  n>conl,  with  worda  of  aobemeaa,  that  tlie  aaid 


Smith  haa  ahi»wn  unto  ua.  for  we  have  aeen  and  UErrBD,  and  know  of  a  minty  that  the  aaid  Smith  hu  got 
Ihe  platea  of  which  we  have  apoken.  And  we  give  our  namea  unto  the  worid  that  wliich  we  have  aeen  ud 
we  lie  not,  God  bearing  witneaa  of  it  Ohriatiao  Whitmer,  Jacob  Whitmer,  Peter  Whiuner,  Jr.,  John 
WhUmer,  Hiram  Page,  Joaeph  Smith,  Seokv,  Hyium  Smith,  Samuel  H.  Smith.^ 

In  the  preface.  Smith  states  **  that  the  plates  of  which  have  been  spoken,  were  foimd  in 
die  township  of  Manchester,  Ontario  county.  New  York." 

It  is  stated  by  persons  in  Palmyra,  that  when  he  exhibited  these  plates  to  his  foUowers, 
they  were  done  up  in  a  canvaa  bag,  and  Smith  made  the  declaration,  that  if  they  imcovered 
them,  the  Almighty  would  strike  thorn  dead.  It  is  said  that  no  one  but  Smith  could  read 
what  was  engraved  upon  them ;  which  he  waa  enabled  to  do  by  looking  through  a  pecoliar 
kind  of  spectacles  found  buried  with  the  platea. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  Mormon  Bible,  one  Parley  B.  Pratt,  a  resident  of  Lor. 
rain  county,  Ohio,  happening  to  pass  through  Palmyra,  on  the  canal,  hearing  of  the  new 
religion,  called  on  the  prophet  and  waa  soon  converted.  Pratt  waa  intimate  with  Sidney 
Rigdon,  a  very  popular  preacher  of  the  denomination  called  ^  Refonneis"  or  **  Disciplea.*' 
Abont  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Pratt  at  Mancheater,  the  Smiths  were  fitting  out  an  expe. 
dition  for  the  weatem  country,  under  the  command  c^  Cowdery,  in  order  to  convert  the 
Indiana  or  Lamanitea,  aa  they  termed  them.  In  October,  1830,  thia  mission,  consisting  of 
Cowdery,  Pratt,  Peterson,  and  Whitmer,  arrived  at  Mentor,  Ohio,  the  reaidence  of  Rigdoo, 
well  supplied  with  the  new  Bibles.  Near  this  place,  in  Kirtland,  there  were  a  few  families 
belonging  to  Rigdon's  congregation,  who  having  become  extremely  fimadcal,  were  daily 
looking  for  aome  wonderful  event  to  take  place  in  die  world.  Seventeen  of  theae  penoos 
nndiiy  believad  Id  Monnenflii«  and  wwe  all  n^nawned,  in  one  night,  by  Cowdery.    Bf 


A*  eonT«nioD  of  Rl(d<ni 

thMi  one  hundred  conreri  .         ,  „  ...  ,._.  

he  Unied  *b<niL  lwo  mtmllu,  receiviof  reTeJidotie,  preHching,  &.c.  Ha  then  raunied  to 
T-"'""*!  Ohio,  utd  WM  feliowsd  >  Taw  dajv  sAer  by  the  prophel  Bnulh  aod  hii  eoante. 
&xa.  Hiui  ftOTD  •  tUlg  of  ilmoM  beggaiy,  ttii  liunil]'  of  Smith  vera  fiimiihed  with  tlu 
**  &t  of  the  bod"  by  ibeir  diadplw,  tnuay  of  whom  wera  wnlihr. 

A  Hannon  lample  «h  ended  at  Kititud,  ■!  ui  eipenn  of  tboat  ^SOJIOO.  In  dm 
building,  there  wai  ■  acred  tpertlnea^  a  kind  of  holy  of  holie*.  in  wluch  none  bql  it 
prieeu  were  allowed  lo  enter.  An  uoauGoeeid'ul  applicetion  wai  nude  to  dte  legialatore  fa 
die  chutar  of  a  bank.  Upon  the  refueal,  they  oalabhahed  an  unchartered  inalilntian,  ctok 
BMDCed  [heir  bankii^  oparatiuni,  imiad  their  nolee,  and  made  extensTe  loua.  Tba 
■ucielj  DOW  npidly  increasBd  in  wealth  and  numben,  of  whom  mutj  were  doubtlcM  draws 
Ihilher  by  merteniu?  motivea.  But  the  bubble  at  lul  bunt.  The  bank  being  an  unchar. 
tared  inatitution,  the  debta  due  were  not  legally  collectable.  With  the  failure  of  Hut  inati. 
tudon,  the  aociety  rapidly  declined,  end  9miUi  wei  obliged  to  leiTe  the  elate  to  BToid  iha 
aherilf.  Moai  of  the  aecl,  with  their  leader,  removed  lo  Miwouri,  where  man)'  oalngaa 
were  perpetrated  againat  them.  The  Monnona  raiaed  an  armed  foree  to  "  drive  off  ika 
infidel  1"  bnl  ware  finally  obliged  to  leave  the  etaie.  By  the  laat  accotmla,  they  wer* 
BHifiTuihing  tbenuelvea  at  Nauvoo,  lUinoia  ;  and  it  i>  aaid  are  now  in  a  more  Bouiidnii( 
candinon  than  ever,  rapidly  making  convert!  by  meaoi  of  their  ilineraat  preachen  in  w 

Rose,  token  from  Wolcott  in  1826 ;  fram  Albany  177  milei.  Rom 
Valley  is  a  small  post  village,  10  miles  NE.  from  Lyons.  Pop.  2/)31. 

Savannah,  taken  from  Galen  in  1834 ;  from  Lyons  centrally  utt^ 
ated  E.  13  miles.     Pop.  1,707. 

SoDUB  waa  organized  in  1780 ;  bounds  since  altered ;  from  Albany 
IBO  miles.  Sodus,  on  the  Ridge  road,  13  miles  NW.,  and  Sodui 
Point,  15  miles  from  Lyons,  are  small  villages.  At  Nicholas  Point, 
on  Sodus  bay,  a  body  of  Shakers  settled  in  1835.  They  have  a 
a  church,  but  are  few  in  number.  At  Sodus  bay,  on  Lake  Ontario, 
the  United  States  have  made  a  pier  for  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor, of  about  a  mile  in  length.  The  lake  steamers  enter  the  harbor 
and  bay.     Pop.  4,393. 

The  following  isextracted  from  Thompson's  History  of  the  late  War : 

"  On  the  18(h  of  June,  1813,  the  Briligh  fleet  appeared  before  the  town  at  Boim,  en  A 
bay  of  that  name,  which  i*  fanned  on  the  American  aide  of  Lake  Ontario,  betwaan  Oen. 
•Ma  and  Obw^o  liraB.    GuNnl  BmnBt.  of  the  New  Yodc  mihiia,  amparti^  tbu  Aar 
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intMidad  to  Imd  thek  troopi,  ancl  captore  a  qpaundtf  of  pnmMM,  ordered  o«t  t 
from  t*«*  oooatj  of  Ootario.  Ilia  oailitia  ooUeeted  in  greit  hmt,  and  arrhped  at  Sodv  on 
llie  foUowiiMr  morning.  Bat  the  enemy,  well  knowiqg  that  Ina  aiyeaiamaa  wonid  ezciia 
Ifae  alMm  of  the  inh^tanta,  drew  off  his  forces  nntil  their  appreliinMoiw  shoald  be  onbsi. 
ded,  and  le-appeared  in  the  eveniog  of  the  19th,  a  fsw  horns  sifter  the  mtfitia  had  been  dia. 
changed.  In  contemplation  of  his  retain,  the  inhabitanta  had  removed  aO  the  pnhlici 
from  the  buildings  on  the  water's  edge,  to  a  small  distance  in  the  wooda,  and  «■  the 
appearance  of  the  hostile  squadron,  a  second  alarm  was  immediately  givea,  and 
sent  after  the  discharged  militia,  which  overtook  and  brought  them  badi,  w^  a  hige 
IbroemenL  Before  their  return,  the  enemy  hsd  landed,  and  finding  that  the  taoiislai  had 
been  removed,  they  set  fire  to  all  the  valuable  buildings  in  the  town,  and  diiauujtid  aMat  ef 
the  private  property  of  every  description.  They  then  agreed  to  stipidaie  vriih  ihe 
tanta,  to  desist  from  destroying  the  remaining  houses,  on  eooditioo  of  their  aaDSBdei 
floor  and  provisions,  which  they  knew  had  been  deposited  at  that 
were  then  not  more  than  two  himdred  yards  fi>om  the  village,  yet  the  enemy  dU  Bat< 
to  attempt  their  capture,  lest  he  might  be  drawn  into  an  ambuscade ;  but  he  thnaacae 
entire  destruction  of  every  house  in  the  town,  if  they  were  not  imroediaieiy  deiivemd 
to  him.  The  appearance  of  the  militia  prevented  the  execution  of  this  threat,  ssid  ifae  c^ 
amy  immediately  returned  to  his  shipping,  and  moved  np  the  lake  oo  the  fcUowiqg  aenu 

ing" 

Walworth,  taken  from  Ontario  in  185^ ;  trom  Albany  208,  bom 
Palmyra  NW.  6  miles.  Walworth  Comers  is  a  small  Tillage.  Popu 
1,734. 

Williamson,  taken  from  Sodus  in  1802 ;  area  adnce  altered ;  bom 
Albany  206  miles.  Pop.  2,147.  Pulteneyville,  21  nules  NW.  from 
Lyons,  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  Williamson  ComerSyare  saiaD  post  Til- 
lages. 

The  following  account  of  the  invasion  of  PultenevTiDe,  May  15di» 
1814,  by  the  British,  is  from  the  Ontario  Messenger,  poUished  at  thai 
time  at  Canandaigua :— 

**  General  Porter  has  received  a  letter  from  General  Smith,  < 
Ian  of  the  late  visit  of  the  enemy  to  that  place,  of  which  the  foUovrngisai 
Saturday  evening,  15th  ult.,  the  British  squadron  waa  disoovem 
▼ille,  and  information  aent  to  General  Swift,  who  repaired  thither  in  the 
ceeding  night  with  130  volonteeis  and  mihtia.  On  Sunday  a  Sag  ^^ai  Mi 
fwanHing  a  peaceable  surrender  of  all  public  property,  and  threatening  an 
atruction  of  the  village,  (which  is  on  the  maigin  of  the  lake,)  in  ease  ef  refcaaL 
Swift  returned  for  answer  that  he  should  oppose  any  attempt  lo  land,  hy  afl 
power.  Soon  after  the  return  of  the  flag.  General  Swift  was  indnced,  hy  the 
udtadona  and  entreaties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  pennit  one  of  ifae  citinns  lo  g« 
to  the  enemy  with  a  flag,  and  ofi*er  up  the  surrender  of  the  prx>perty  oootaiDsd  in  a 
house  at  the  water's  edge,  consisting  of  about  100  barreb  of  floor,  coiMsdecah^y 
on  condition  that  the  commanding  officer  would  stipulate  not  to  take  any  other,  nor 
the  inhabitants.  Before  the  return  of  the  flag,  the  enemy  aent  their  hoaia  with  i 
hundred  men  on  shore,  who  took  possession  of  the  flour  in  the  store  and  were 
to  further  depredations.  General  Swift,  whose  force  was  too  inferior  to  justify  an  open  at. 
tack,  (and  which,  if  attempted,  most  have  exposed  his  men  to  the  guns  of  the  whole  flectj 
eoBunenced  a  fire  upon  them  from  an  adjacent  wood,  which  wounded  aevcial,  and 
no  harassing  as  to  iiiduce  them  to  re-embark,  whence  they  commenced  a  rannnnn 
the  fleet  upon  the  town,  which  waa  continued  for  some  time,  but  with  no  other 
a  lew  shot-holea  through  the  houses.  Three  hundred  barrels  of  good  floor  had  boca  re. 
moved  back  from  the  storehouse  a  few  days  before,  leaving  the  damaged  floor,  which  w« 
the  only  booty  obtained  by  the  enemy.  The  three  htmdrsd  barreb  of  floor  irere  deposiiai 
about  a  mile  back  of  the  town,  of  which  the  enemy  were  appriaed  by  some  prisoncis  thsj 
.  took.  But  they  chose  to  forego  the  plunder  of  it,  rather  than  trast  diemaelves  in  the  woodi 
with  General  Swift  and  his  riflemen.' " 

WoLcoTT,  taken  from  Junius,  and  organized  as  part  of  Seneca  coun* 
ty  in  1807 ;  area  since  altered ;  from  Albany  184  miles.    Wolcott 
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18  miles  NE.  from  Lyons,  is  a  village  of  about  60  dwellings.    Rea 
Creek  is  a  small  settlement,  26  miles  from  Lyons.    Fop.  2,482. 


WESTCHESTER  COUNTY. 

Westchester  county  is  of  ancient  date.  It  was  represented  in 
the  first  legislative  assembly  in  the  colony,  which  met  at  New  York 
in  1691.  And  it  has  constituted  one  county  to  this  time,  having  been 
organized  as  such  by  the  general  acts  of  1788  and  1801.  This  comi- 
ty comprises  a  very  important  section  of  the  state.  Washed  on  the 
west  by  the  Hudson,  and  on  the  south  by  the  East  river  and  Long 
Island  sound,  it  enjoys  very  superior  advantages  for  trade  and  com- 
merce. The  county  generally  exhibits  a  beautiful  diversity  of  sur- 
face. The  northwestern  comer  is  considerably  broken  by  the  SE. 
border  of  the  Highlands,  of  a  mountain  character,  and  a  range  of 
bills  of  moderate  height  extends  from  York  Island  towards  the  NE. 
extremitv*  on  which  are  situated  the  heights  and  hills  much  known  in 
the  revolution.  Based  upon  primitive  rock,  the  soil  is  naturally  ster- 
ile, but  is  rendered  productive  by  careful  and  painful  cultivation.  Of 
wheat  it  produces  little,  and  the  inhabitants  import  a  large  portion  of 
their  bread-stuffs.  Summer  crops  are  good,  and  by  tlie  use  of  plaster, 
valuable  returns  in  grass  are  obtained.  The  chief  business  of^the  in- 
habitants consists  in  supplying  New  York  city  with  garden  stuffi, 
field  vegetables,  butter,  poultry,  &c. 

This  county  suffered  severely  during  the  revolution.  The  whole 
southern  part  was  marked  by  the  marches,  works  of  defence,  or 
skirmishes  and  battles  of  hostile  armies.  And,  indeed,  the  active  op- 
erations of  the  war  in  1776,  were  principally  confined  to  this  region, 
and  in  the  autumn  to  this  county,  where  the  two  armies  were  in  fiill 
force,  constantly  on  the  alert,  and  under  the  eyes  of  their  respective 
commanders.  The  county  is  divided  into  21  towns,  all  of  which 
were  organized  under  the  act  of  March  7th,  1788,  excepting  New 
Castle.     Pop.  48,687. 

Bedford,  from  New  York  NE.  44  miles,  was  first  settled  under  a 
Connecticut  license  in  1681  or  1682,  at  a  place  called  the  hop-ground, 
on  account  of  its  natural  product.  The  original  patent,  datcS  1697, 
bears  the  Connecticut  seal,  and  it  was  not  until  1700  that  the  settle- 
ment was  attached  to  New  York  by  order  of  King  William.  Bed- 
ford, the  half-shire  town,  has  a  courthouse  and  about  45  dwellings. 
Whitlockville  is  a  small  village.  John  Jay  during  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  resided  in  the  northern  part  of  this  town.  The  annexed 
sketch  of  his  life  is  from  Blake's  Biographical  Dictionary : — 

**  John  Jay,  LL.  D.,  first  chicf.justice  of  the  United  States  under  the  constitution  of 
1789,  graduated  at  Kings,  (now  Columbia  college,)  1764,  and  in  1768  was  admitted  to  th« 
bar.  He  was  appointed  to  the  first  American  congress  in  1774.  Being  on  the  committea 
with  Lee  and  Livingston  to  draft  an  addreos  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  he  was  ihe 


wBsrciiuTia  covvtt. 


tftUlaU  Ou/Jmautt  Juf,  Btijmi. 


wriiarof  that  rloqueai  production.  In  tha  Koofptm  of  1TT5,  he  m>  ott  Tuioui  imporaat 
cfunminee*,  perfarming  morfl  iwrvice  perhnpa  Ihui  any  olher  membar  eiccpl  Franklin  and 
John  Adami.  In  Hiy,  17TG,  he  wu  recalled  lo  uiit  in  rorming  Ihe  piTenunenl  of  Naw 
Totk,  and  in  conaeqaenco  hU  name  ia  not  siiachcd  to  lh«  Declanlian  of  Independanee ; 
bat  Jut;  9  Jii  he  reported  reaoluiiona  in  Ihg  provincJal  cmventioD  in  Ikvor  uf  the  dectantioa. 
Aiier  the  fall  of  New  York  aad  the  remoTal  of  the  prorincial  usembtr  to  Poughkeeiajt, 
Hr.  Jay  retained  his  renotuM  pairiuiiuD.  Tb«  rery  eliMjuent  addreia  of  the  convendoa  to 
thepeoplaofNew  York,  dated  Flahkill,  December  33, 1TT6,  and  ligncd  bf  A.  Tan  Broeok, 
■•  pmideni,  waa  written  by  him.  March  IS,  1777,  he  teponed  to  the  conTention  of  New 
York  the  draft  of  a  form  of  govetnmeni,  which  waa  adopiad,  and  many  of  the  pranaam 
of  which  were  introduced  into  the  eoratiiution  of  other  ataies.  From  May  3, 1777,  to 
Anguat  18.  1779,  ha  was  chirf.juatice  of  the  ■late,  but  retdgned  that  office  in  conaeqiusco 
of  hia  dutica  a>  preaident  of  congreaa.  The  glowing  addreaa  of  ihal  body  to  their  cooadk 
ikenia,  dated  Sepiamber  8,  1779,  wt>  prepared  by  him.  On  the  39ih  of  September,  ha  yna 
appointed  minuter  plcnipolenliaiy  to  the  couti  of  Spain.  He  waa  one  of  the  commiaauMU 
era  to  neifotiate  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  aicned  Ihe  dafinitiTB  treaty  of  peace  at  Paiii, 
September  3,  1763.  He  relumed  to  Amotica  in  17S4.  Cmigreaa  had  prenonaty  appotuHd 
Urn  aecrelary  of  etate  for  foreign  allkin.  Jn  the  difficult  circumatancea  of  the  country,  ih* 
aecreiaiy  waa  in  effect  the  head  of  the  goTemment.  Mr.  jay'i  aervicea  were  of  great  Im- 
portance. Ifa  drew  Dp,  October  13,  }77G,  an  elaborate  report  on  the  relaliona  between  the 
United  SiBiea  and  Gnat  Britain.  Though  not  a  member  of  the  coaToniion  which  ibrmad 
the  ecnetituiion  o!  the  United  Slataa,  he  waa  preaent  at  Atinapolis,  and  aidtd  by  hii  adrioa. 
He  alao  aaaiated  Madiaon  atid  Hamilloo  in  writin(  the  Federaliat.  In  the  conraniioii  of 
New  York  he  eontributed  lo  the  adoption  of  the  cooatitntiao.  Ha  waa  appMaled  rhlaf 
joaliee  by  Waahington,  September  96,  I7B9.  In  1794,  he  waa  appointed  uinialar  planipo. 
tantiary  to  Great  Britain,  and  luecacded  in  oegotiaiiu  the  treaty  which  atill  goea  l^Ua 
name.  Ha  waa  governor  of  the  atate  of  New  York  from  1795  to  IBOl.  The  ramatodw 
oThialife  he  paaaed  in  retirement.    He  died  in  1839,  aged  M." 

CoKTLAND.  The  surface  of  this  town  on  the  north  is  covered  by  the 
highlands,  and  han  some  lof^y  summita,  the  principal  of  which  ia  the 
Coileberg  and  Anthony's  nose.  The  town  has  a  conaiderable  portion 
of  arable  land.  Fop.  5^92.  CrotoQ  and  Cortlandtown  are  small 
post  villages. 

Feeksnll"  village  was  incorporated  in  1826.  It  is  situated  12tnilea 
north  6f  Sing  Sing,  and  immeaiatsly  south  of  the  southern  terminap 
tion  of  the  highlands.  The  annexed  engraving  shows  the  appear- 
ance of  the  village  as  seen  from  an  elevation  n  lew  rods  nortiiward 
from  the  road  to  Cannel.  The  vM  Dutch  Refbmwd  and  the  Epis- 
T4 
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East  view  of  PeekxktU. 

copal  church  are  discernible  on  the  right ;  the  Methodist  and  the 
Presbyterian  church,  having  a  small  tower,  are  on  the  extreme  leA. 
The  elevated  ipire  of  the  new  Dutch  Reformed  church  is  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  view.  Hudson  river,  with  the  towering  highlands,  is 
■een  in  the  distance.  The  viUage  represented  in  the  engraving  is 
situated  on  un  elevation  200  feel  above  the  level  of  the  river,  half  a 
mile  from  the  landing,  on  both  sides  of  a  deep  ravine,  in  which  flows 
Gregory's  brook,  a  rapid  stream.  There  are  in  the  village  a  bank, 
S  printing-offices,  2  large  iron  foundries,  &c.  There  is  an  academy, 
a  targe  edifice,  situated  on  a  commanding  eminence  at  the  south.  It 
was  erected  by  subscription,  at  an  expense  uf  87,000.  The  village, 
including  the  landing,  contains  upwards  of  200  dwellings,  and  2 
churches  for  Friends,  besides  those  mentioned  above.  There  is  a 
■teamboat  ferry  at  this  place  to  Caldwell's  landing,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Hudson,  two  miles  distant  Verplanck's  point  and  Conti- 
nental village,  places  distinguished  in  the  revolutionary  war,  are  with- 
in the  limits  of  this  town.  This  lutter  place,  which  had  barracks  for 
2/)00  men,  was  burnt  by  the  British  in  October,  1777 ;  the  following 
account  of  which  is  exU-acted  from  the  Connecticut  Journal  of  April 
2d.  1777. 

FMnO,  JWonA,  27.— Our  pact  at  IVnkVkLlI,  nnnr  <h>'  TPinaTHi  nC  ihr  mllUia  nf  )h*  rutpni 
itatn,  has  b«i^n  ip  n  nmancr  in  a  cl-^iirnri'lrw  iiiliinii<i>^.  ilier«  being  only  pan  of  2  irguneau 
Mationid  thn«  DDd«r,lhe  vara  oTtn^n.  McDougHl  smoiiniinE  lo  ulioui  250  men.  Thir  rnFnif 
hning  lectivod  inteUi^nce  of  Ihw,  tonnrd  an  rX[Kdiiion  [hiiher  wiih  a  view  to  take  or  dr- 
Kmy  iDc  Mom  belanging  in  the  cnnlinrniuli  thai  wen  deuwiled  iherr  Accordingly  on  £>uii- 
^y  tail  Ihey  appnTcd  with  a  frigale,  linir  ininnioTiii,  and  nFvrnit  oihrr  HnaU  vntrb  rn  ifas 
bay,  and  lnJided  aboul  l.OOU  ni>-ii,  with  nevenl  piecrii  or'  c:aanoD,  (.^nvral  McDonjial  pal 
thluiag  il  pnident  to  haiord  a  balLle  wirh  purh  an  unrquai  Ibrcr,  Hnd  not  baying  iwaaopable 

■dnea  of  (he  epemv'a  tno»riiiBn(,  wat  undpr  the  neceimty  of  dfsiroying  11-- 

la  prevent  their  falfiiw  into  Iheir  hund*.  mid  retired  aboi '- '-  •"- 

laads,  canyinj  with  Qim  hit  hrigipiite  »nil  jnilitHry  BlDrF- 

■t  ConUndf*  house  in  the  valley.    The  enemy  the  m 

Md  Rinained  clni-  in  ihe.ir  qiutrtera  until  [he  next  d»y  in  the  aOernooii.  when  a  parn  M 

COnwiingot  about  SUO  luca,  pOM^toed  [hunbuilvti  of  a  height  a  huls  aoiith  of  ConlniuhV 

M«  BHani  IwTing  reccivti' ■-' *■ —  ■^-'  '~ ""  ... 
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men,  under  the  command  of  Lient.  Col.  Willet,  pennined  them  to  attempt  to  dlonooKOi  tlie 
enemy  from  that  eminence.  Col.  Willet  having  accordingly  made  the  neceaaary  diipoeiticm, 
advanced  with  hia  anal!  party  with  the  ^futtrvt  firmneaa  and  reaolution,  and  made  th«;  attack. 
The  enemy  instantly  fled  with  the  greareM  precipiution,  leaving  three  men  dead  on  the  field, 
and  the  whole  body,panic-rtruck,  betook  themaelves  to  their  shipping,  embarking  under  cover 
of  the  night ;  and  by  the  last  uccoimts*  they  had  railed  down  the  nver.  Before  they  embarked, 
they  gmve  out  they  mtended  tu  Ftop  at  Turrytown,  on  their  wajr  down,  and  attempt  to  deatroy 
oar  magazine  of  torage  at  Wright'a  mills.  Upon  their  evacuating  the  place,  Gen.  McDougal 
took  poaeanon  of  hu  former  quartera»  and  detached  a  party  of  men  to  watch  their  motiona 
The  enemy  on  thia  occasion  have  been  exceedingly  diaappomted,  o  they  have  not  been  abia 
ID  earry  off  any  atorea  left  behind  by  our  men,  aiid  no  other  flodc  than  about  40  theep  and  8 
or  10  head  of  cattle,  with  which  they  were  supplied  by  our  good  frienda  the  toriea.  Never 
did  troops  exhibit  more  lirmneaa  and  revolution  than  did  our  army  oa  thia  occasion.  Notwith- 
standing the  disparity  of  numbers  wb»  great,  and  the  measore  abaohitely  neceaaary,  it  waa 
with  the  utmovt  reluctance  they  retired  to  the  pnsa.  At  usual,  these  heroea  of  Britam  have 
bunt  some  houses,  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  what  they  could  conveniently  take  with  them, 
frightened  the  women  and  children,  and  raised  the  spirits  of  their  tory  brethren  in  that  quar* 
ter,  bat  which,  alas,  as  ia  always  the  case  when  unnaturally  elevated,  are  now  again  piopor- 
tionably  depremed. 

Peekskiil  m  the  birthplace  of  John  Paulding,  the  American  farmer,  who  inleioepied 
Andre,  the  British  apy,  at  Tarrytowu,  some  fifteen  miles  below  thia  place.  Hii  momuMiit 
is  situated  about  two  miles  to  the  north  of  the  village.  It  ia  bojlt  of  marble,  of  a  pyramidal 
shape,  about  fifteen  feet  in  height,  and  running  to  a  point.  It  is  enclosed  in  an  iron  raifiiig 
about  twelve  feet  square.    The  main  inscription  is  on  the  aouth  side,  and  runs  thua  >— 

**  Here  repose  the  mortal  remains  of  Joh.x  Tavldixq,  who  died  on  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1818,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  sge.  On  the  morning  of  the  33d  of  September,  1780, 
accompanied  by  two  young  fanners  of  the  county  of  Westchester,  (whose  namea  will  one 
day  be  recorded  on  their  own  deserved  monumenta,)  he  intercepted  the  British  spy,  Andre. 
Poor  himself,  he  disdained  to  acquire  wealth  by  sacrificing  hia  country.  Rejecting  the  temp> 
tation  of  great  rewards,  he  conveyed  his  prisoner  to  the  American  camp,  and  by  this  aeC 
of  noble  self<^enial,  the  treason  of  Arnold  was  detected ;  the  designs  of  the  enemy  baffled ; 
West  Point  and  the  American  army  aaved,  and  these  U.  S.,  now  by  the  grace  of  God 
free  and  independent,  rescued  from  imminent  peril.*'  On  the  opposite  aide  is  writtei^^ 
**  The  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  erect  this  tomb  aa  a  memorial  raised  to  public 
gratitude."  On  the  east  side  is  a  beautiful  wreath  engraved  on  the  marble,  with  the  word, 
"FideUty." 

East  Chester.  The  village  of  East  Chester  is  situated  at  the 
head  of  a  bay  on  Long  Island  sound,  16  miles  NE.  from  New  York, 
on  the  old  turnpike  and  stage  road  to  Boston,  and  contains  an  Epis- 
copal church  and  about  25  dwellings.  Bronx  is  the  name  of  a  small 
settlement  and  post-office  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  are  valuable  marble  quarries.     Pop.  1,502. 

Gbeensburgh  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Hudson,  22  miles  N.  of 
the  city  of  New  \  ork.  Pop.  a,361.  On  the  banks  of  the  river  are 
splendid  sites  for  country  residences,  many  of  which  are  occupied  by 
the  wealthy.  About  two  miles  below  the  village  of  Tarrytown, 
beautifully  situated  on  the  Hudson,  is  the  country  residence  of  Wash- 
ington Irving,  Esq.,  and  well  known  as  the  "Van  Tassel  house." 
Dobbs'  Ferry,  a  noted  place  in  the  revolution,  is  situated  on  the  Hud- 
son, 22  miles  N.  of  New  York,  and  opposite  the  northern  termination 
of  the  Palisades.  There  is  here  a  village  containing  2  churches,  and 
about  80  dwellings.  Hastings  is  a  small  settlement  and  landing  on 
the  Hudson,  2  miles  below  Dobbs'  Ferry :  3  miles  E.  of  Tarrytown, 
is  the  small  village  of  Greensburgh,  where  there  is  a  store,  a  tavern,  a 
few  neat  dwellings,  and  a  Presbyterian  church,  in  whose  cemetery 
rest  the  remains  of  Isaac  Van  Wart,  one  of  the  captors  of  Andre ; 
over  which  is  a  marble  monument,  consisting  of  a  base  and  pyramid, 
with  the  following  inscription : 
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Van  Tattil  ieiue,  tie  midnet  <{f  Watihigten  Irving. 

"  Here  rapoM  the  monal  remun*  of  Isuc  Vui  Wait,  ta  eldar  of  the  G 
chuidi,  who  diad  on  tba  93d  of  M*7,  IffilS,  in  ibi  69th  ;eu  of  bs  rngt.  Hanng  brsd  ib« 
lifi,  he  lUed  ttu  duth  of  the  Chriitiui. — Th«  citiieiii  at  the  counrr  of  Weaicheuar  ended 
thia  tomb,  ID  tettimon)'  of  (he  high  lenie  ihey  enieitained  foe  the  viitunui  and  petrioM 
conduct  of  their  fBllow^iiien,  end  aa  a  incmorial  ncred  to  public  gntiiude. — ViDCii  Anwc 
Falric. — Nnd;  hilfBCSDtury  before  this  nionunienlwaa  built,  the  cuiuciiplfeihan  of  Amari. 
ea  had,  in  the  aatiato  chamber,  voted  that  Uaac  Van  Wulwaiafaithrul  patriot — one  in  whom 
the  love  of  country  wu  invincible,  and  this  tomb  heua  tealiniany  that  the  record  is  riMw— 
Fidelity.  On  the  a3d  of  SepL  ITBO,  Iiaac  Van  Wart,  accontpanied  by  John  Paulding  and 
David  Williania,  all  farmen  of  the  countj  of  Wealchaairr,  ialerceptsd  Major  Andre  on  liii 
TBtum  from  the  American  Unci  in  the  chancier  of  a  epy,  and  notwithstanding  the  iuga 
btibei  offered  them  for  his  reltoee,  nobly  diadained  to  aacnfice  [heir  country  for  gold,  k- 
cured  and  carried  him  to  iho  commanding  officer  of  the  diatrici,  whereby  the  daneeroui 
atnd  trailoroUB  cotupiracy  of  Arnold  was  brought  to  light,  the  iruidioua  deeigna  of  the  eaamy 
baffled,  the  Amoncan  army  saved,  and  our  beloved  country  freed,"  &.C. 

Tarrytown  is  pleaaantly  sitii&ted,  28  miles  N.  of  New  York,  on  an 
elevation  overlooKing  the  Hudson,  opposite  the  widest  part  of  Tap- 
pan  bay.  The  village  contains  4  churches,  80  or  90  dwellings,  and 
about  1,000  inhabitants.  The  above  is  a  view  of  the  place,  situated 
about  one  fourth  of  a  mile  N.  of  the  village  where  Andre  was  taken 
prisoner,  in  Sept.  1780,  by  three  militiamen.  The  road  at  that  time 
ran  a  little  to  the  west  of  its  present  location.  The  three  were  play- 
ing cards  in  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  engraving,  which  was  then 
covered  with  trees  and  shrubbery,  when  their  attention  was  arrested 
by  the  clattering  of  a  horse's  hoofs  over  a  wooden  bridge  thrown 
across  the  little  orook  seen  in  the  foreground.  They  left  their  cards, 
and  arrested  Andre  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  now  stands  ■ 
small  pine  tree,  near  which  a  human  figure  is  placed  in  the  engraving. 

The  annexed  account  of  the  taking  of  Andre,  is  from  a  manuscript 
in  the  possession  of  Isaac  H.  Tiffany,  Esq.,  of  Fultonville  ;  being  the 
notes  of  a  personal  conversation  which  he  had  with  David  Williamsi 
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one  of  the  actors  in  the  scene  at  Broome.  Schoharie  couoty,  Feb. 
13,  1817. 

Williiini,  Van  Wan,  and  Paulding,  (William*  aged  bctWHn  93  aad  33,  the  othar  two 
hang  jrounger,)  wen  going  <o  tee  Bome  relatione  30  miltn  below.  Tbe  ihree  wen  aealad 
bi«.lc  ihe  roed  in  ifae  biuhee,  atnuiing  ihenutlTea  •!  nidi,  wheD  tbeir  attanlion  wm  ar- 
iceled  by  the  gelloping  of  a  hone.  On  epproachins  the  rmd,  (be;  taw  e  gBniteman  ridinc 
iDWDnl*  ihem,  *ealed  an  a  large  bruim  horae,  which  wu  afterward  obterred  to  haie  mukM 
on  the  near  ebunider  the  initiaia  U.  8.  A.  Tbe  rider  was  a  light,  ttim-bailt  nan,  aboni  5 
Imi  T  inchra  in  height,  tvilh  a  bold  military  counirnance  and  dark  ejtt,  and  wai  dreaed 
in  ■  round  hat,  blue  surtout,  crimion  coat,  with  panlulootia  and  veal  of  nankeen.  Ae  be 
ntwed  them,  the  three  cocked  (heir  muekeu  and  aimed  at  the  rider,  who  imraedislel)' 
cherked  hia  horte,  and  the  fallowing  convenaliai]  ennied ; 

Andrr,  "Gentlemen,  I  hope  ;au  are  of  our  party  !" 

Pmalding.  "What  party?" 

Aniini.  "  The  lower  parly." 

rauldinf.  "  We  do." 

Am^t.  "  I  am  a  Bririah  officer ;  I  have  been  up  in  (he  country  on  particular  buincM,  tnd 
would  not  wiih  to  be  detained  a  aingle  momenl." 

He  [hereupon  pulled  out  a  gold  watch,  and  eahihited  it  ••  an  evidence  that  be  waa  ■ 
geDllemnn,  and  telumed  it  again  luhiafub.    Paulding  thenupoD  remarked,  "  Wean  AnuH. 

A»irt.  "God  bleaa  my  *oul !  a  man  muat  do  anything  to  get  along — I  am  a  conlinsDlal 
oSeer,  going  down  to  Dobba  Feiry  tu  get  infurmation  from  below." 

Andre  then  drew  out  and  preeenled  a  paaa  from  General  Arnold,  in  which  vrat  the  as. 
anned  name  of  John  Andeiaon.  Seiiin);  hold  upon  the  rcinaof  the  hone,  they  acderad  him 
to  diamount.  Andre  eiclaimed,  "  Yuu  will  bring  youtwlf  into  trouble  !"  "  We  care  not 
t0  that,"  waa  ihii  reply.  They  took  him  down  ten  ar  Efieen  rod*  beaide  a  nin  of  water, 
and  William  proceeded  to  learch  the  hat,  coal,  vrat,  thirt,  and  pantaloona,  in  which  they 
fiMind  9B0  in  eonlinental  money  ;  and  al  lam  mdered  him  tn  tak«  off  hia  booli.  At  Ihia, 
be  ehaogcd  color.  Williaina  drew  off  the  left  boot  lirel,  and  Paulding  ariiing  ii  exclaimed, 
**  Hy  God  !  here  it  ia !"  In  it  three  half  afaeela  of  written  paper  were  found  enveloped  by 
a  half  aheel,  marked,  "conieataWeaiPoinl."  Paulding agun eiclaimed,  " 3^  Corf .'  ia"* 
m  ipy .'"     On  pulling  off  the  other  boot,  a  aimilar  package  waa  Ibuod. 

Andre  waa  now  aUowad  u>  dreaa,  and  Ihay  maiclied  bim  acroaa  (he  road  into  the  Geld 
mbout  twenty  rode.  Tin  young  men  winked  la  each  other  to  make  further  diKOveriea,  aad 
jaquired  from  whom  be  got  (be  papant  "Of  a  man  at  Fine'a  bridge,  a  altanfar  to  me,' 
nplied  Andre.  He  then  offered  them  for  hia  liberty,  hia  hone  and  equipage,  watch,  mad 
lOD  fuineaa.  Thi*  they  refueed  to  lake,  unlea*  he  iiifarmed  itiem  where  he  obtained  Am 
nanuacript.  Ha  rathted  (o  comply,  but  again  offered  hia  horee,  equipage,  and  one  (houaand 
■BDeaa.  They  were  firm  in  their  denial,  and  Andre  increated  ia»  oBtr  to  ten  Ihouanl 
;aa  and  aa  many  drygooda  aa  they  wiahed,  which  tbould  be  depoaited  in  any  placa 
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that  they  could  obtain  them  munoleated.  To  this  they  replied,  **  that  it  did  not  agmfy  for 
him  to  make  any.  offer,  for  he  should  not  go.**  They  then  proceeded  to  the  nearest  miu. 
tary  station,  which  was  at  North  Castle,  about  twelve  miles  distant.  On  the  way,  Ap  In 
gave  them  his  watch,  telling  them  that  *'  it  was  a  prize."  On  delivering  him  to  Cdunel 
J&mieson,  the  commanding  officer,  that  gentleman  enjoined  the  strictest  secrecy,  at  the  same 
time  expressing  an  opinion  that  there  were  others  doubtless  concerned  in  the  plot  Mijor 
Tallmadge,  who  had  commanded  a  guard,  received  Andre  at  Col.  Jamiesoo^  quarters, 
and  afterward,  with  about  twenty  men,  conducted  him  to  CoL  Sheldon,  at  Salem.  The 
tlu«e  accompanied  Andre  part  of  the  way,  and  then  left.  During  the  night,  TaUmadge 
caused  Andre  to  be  tied  to  a  tree  at  Comyen  hill.  From  Salem  he  was  conveyed  to  WeeC 
Point,  and  from  thence  to  Tappan. 

WilliamM,  Paulding,  and  Van  Wart,  stood  within  the  ring  when  Andre  was  hung. 
When  tlie  officer  informed  him  that  his  time  had  neariy  expired,  and  inquired  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  say,  he  answered,  **  Notkiing  but  for  them  to  witness  to  the  world  that  he  died 
like  a  brave  man."  The  luingman,  who  wan  painted  black,  offered  to  put  on  the  nooee 
**  Take  off  your  black  hands  !**  said  Andre ;  then  putting  on  the  nouee  himself,  took  out  his 
handkerchief,  tied  it  on,  drew  it  up,  bowed  with  a  smile  to  his  acquaintances,  and  died. 

David  Williams,  now  (Feb.  13,  1817,)  aged  61,  was  bom  at  Tanytown,  of  Dutch  ex- 
traction, and  speaks  that  language.  Paulding  and  Van  Wart  were  also  Dutch  ;  neither 
of  the  three  spoke  Englloh  well.  Congress  guve  each  a  farm  in  Westchester  county,  of  dbe 
value  of  jC500,  an  annuity  of  $200  through  life,  together  with  an  elegant  mlver  medal,  on 
one  side  of  which  was  the  inscription,  **  Fidelity,"  and  on  the  reverse,  the  motto  **  ./liner 
patria  vineit,"  (the  love  of  country  conquers.) 

Harrison  is  28  miles  N.  of  New  York  and  3  cast  of  White  Plains. 
Pop.  1,139.  This  is  a  fertile  township,  mostly  inhabited  by  Friends. 
Harrison  Purchase  is  a  thickly  settled  agricultural  vicinage,  where  is 
located  a  meeting-house  and  a  post-office. 

Lewisboro,  originally  South  Salem,  received  its  present  name  in 
1840 ;  centrally  distant  NE.  from  Bedford  6,  and  from  New  York 
60  miles.  Pop.  1,619.  Cross  River,  South  Salem,  Vista,  and  Gol- 
den's  Bride,  are  names  of  the  post-offices.  At  Cross  River  there  are 
2  churches  and  about  20  dwellings. 

Sarah  Bishop,  the  hermitess,  resided  near  the  boundary  line  of 
Lewisboro  and  the  state  of  Connecticut.  She  lived  on  Lons:  Island 
at  the  time  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Her  father's  house  was  burnt 
by  the  British,  and  she  was  cruelly  treated  by  a  British  officer.  She 
then  left  society  and  wandered  among  the  mountains  near  this  part 
of  the  state,  where  she  found  a  cave  near  Ridgefield,  in  which  she 
resided  till  about  the  time  of  her  death,  which  took  place  in  1810. 
She  sometimes  came  down  to  the  adjoining  town  of  Ridgefield,  Conn., 
to  attend  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  It  is  said  that  the  wild 
animals  were  so  accustomed  to  see  her,  that  they  were  not  afraid  of 
her  presence.  The  following  account  of  a  visit  to  this  hermitess,  is 
taken  from  a  nevMipaper  printed  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  1804. 

"  Yesterday  I  went  in  the  company  of  two  Capt.  Smiths  of  this  town  to  the  mountain,  to 
visit  the  hermitage.  As  you  pais  the  southern,  an  elevated  ridge  of  the  mountain,  and  begin 
to  descend  the  southern  steep,  vou  meet  with  a  perpendicular  descent  of  a  rock,  m  the  front 
of  which  is  this  cave.  At  the  foot  of  this  rock  is  a  gentle  descent  of  rich  and  fertile  sround, 
extending  about  ten  rod?,  when  it  instantly  (oTm»  a  irightful  precipice,  descending  half  a  mile 
to  the  pond  called  Long  pond.  In  the  front  of  the  rocK.  on  the  north,  where  the  cave  is,  and 
level  with  the  ground,  there  appears  a  large  fru»tum  ot  the  rock,  of  a  double  fathom  in  sise, 
thrown  out  by  some  unknown  convuUtion  of  nature,  and  lying  in  the  front  of  the  cavity  from 
which  it  was  rent,  partly  enclosing  the  mouth,  ana  formmg  a  room :  the  rock  is  led  entire 
■hove,  and  forms  the  roof  of  this  humble  mansion.  This  cavitj^  is  the  habitation  of  the  her* 
mitesB,  in  which  she  has  passed  the  best  of  her  years,  excluded  from  all  society ;  e>he  keeps  no 
domestic  animal,  not  even  fowl,  cat.  or  dog.  Her  little  plantation,  consisting  clhalf  an  acre, 
is  cleared  of  its  wood,  and  reduced  to  grass,  where  she  has  raised  a  few  peach  trees,  ana 
yearly  plants  a  few  hills  of  beans,  cncuiDoerB,  and  potatoes;  the  whole  is  sarroundcd  with  a 
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havitBt  ){npe  ▼in^t  which  ovcrppresds  the  surFounding  wood,  and  if  very  prodnctiTe.  On 
the  opponte  nde  of  this  little  teoement,  \»  a  fine  foantain  oT  excellent  water.  At  this  fooDtain 
we  found  the  wonderful  woman,  whooe  appearance  it  in  a  little  difficult  to  dewribe ;  indeed, 
like  nature  in  itA  firrt  state,  phe  was  without  form.  Her  drew  appeared  little  ebe  than  one 
coofoaed  and  riiapeles  maw  of  rags,  patched  together  without  any  order,  which  obscured  all 
human  shape,  excepting  her  head,  which  was  cu>thed  with  a  luxuriancy  of  lank  gray  hair  de- 
pending on  every  mde,  as  time  hud  formed  it,  without  any  covering  or  ornament,  when  she 
diflcorered  our  approach,  she  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  wild  and  timid  animal :  she  started 
and  hastened  to  her  cave,  which  she  eutereu,  and  barricadoed  the  entrance  with  old  shelh, 
palled  from  the  decayed  trees.;  Wc  approached  this  humble  habitation,  and  a(Ver  some  con- 
venation  with  itii  inmate,  obtained  lLb*my  to  remove  the  pallisadoes  and  look  in ;  for  we  were 
not  able  to  enter,  the  room  being  only  KutTicient  to  accommodate  one  person.  We  saw  no 
utensil  either  for  labor  or  cookcrv.  save  an  old  p«*wter  basiu  and  a  gourd  iJiell :  no  bed  but  the 
■olid  rock,  unlew  it  were  a  tew  old  rag»,  Muttered  iiere  and  there ;  no  bed-clotnes  of  any  kind ; 
not  the  least  apnearunce  of  t'uod  or  lire.  She  had,  indeed,  a  place  in  one  comer  of  her  cell, 
where  a  fire  had  at  some  timr  been  kindled,  but  it  did  not  appear  there  had  been  one  for  some 
months.  To  cnntirra  this,  a  iit^ntleinan  fuys  lie  passed  her  cell  5  or  6  days  aAer  the  creat  fidl 
of  snow  in  the  beginning  of  March,  that  she  hnd  no  fire  then,  and  had  not  been  out  of  her  cave 
since  the  »now  had  fallen.  How  Khe  siiib>i9tM  during  the  nevere  season,  is  yet  a  mystery ;  she 
SHVS  she  eab<  but  little  lie«h  ot'  any  kind  ;  in  the  summer  she  lives  on  berries,  nuts,  and  roots. 
We  conven«ed  with  her  for  some'tiiiip,  found  ht*r  to  b**  of  a  tound  mind,  a  religious  turn  of 
thought,  and  entirely  happy  in  her  situation  ;  of  this  she  has  given  repeated  proofs  by  refusing 
to  ouit  this  drear]^'  abode.  She  ki'^-fis  a  Lible  with  her,  and  bays  she  takes  much  satisfaction, 
ana  spent  much  time  in  reading  it." 

M AMARONECK  has  a  hilly  surface,  and  the  township  is  generally 
under  good  cultivation.  Pop.  1,416.  The  village  ol  Mamaroneck 
is  about  24  miles  from  New  York,  and  161  from  Albany.  It  is  sit- 
uated on  a  bay  about  one  mile  from  the  sound,  which  admits  vessels 
of  100  tons  burden.  The  village  contains  2  churches,  2  cotton  fac- 
tories, and  about  50  dwellins^s. 

The  following  letter  of  Gen.  Samuel  Parsons,  dated  at  Mamaro- 
neck, Nov.  21st,  1777,  to  Gov.  Try  on,  with  his  answer,  is  copied 
from  a  newspaper  printed  at  the  time. 

**  Sir, — Adding  to  the  natural  horrors  of  war  the  moet  wanton  destruction  of  property, 
18  an  act  of  cruelty  unknown  to  civilized  nations,  and  unaccustomed  in  war,  until  the  ser. 
vants  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  have  convinced  the  impartial  world,  no  act  of  inhumanity, 
no  stretch  of  despotism,  are  too  great  to  exercise  towards  those  they  term  rebeU, 

**  Had  any  apparent  advantage  been  derived  from  burning  the  house  on  Philips*  manor, 
last  Monday,  there  would  have  been  some  reason  to  justify  the  measure ;  but  when  no 
benefit  whatever  can  be  proposed,  by  burning  thoee  buildings  and  stripping  the  women  and 
children  of  necessary  apparel,  to  cover  them  from  the  severity  of  a  cold  night,  and  capti. 
vating  and  leading  in  triumph  to  your  Hnea,  in  the  most  ignominious  manner,  the  heads  of 
those  families,  I  know  not  what  justifiable  cause  to  assign  for  those  acts  of  cruelty ;  nor 
can  I  conceive  a  necessity  for  your  further  order  to  destroy  Tarrytown. 

**  You  cannot  be  insensible  it  is  every  day  in  my  power  to  destroy  the  houses  and  build- 
ings of  Col.  Philips,  and  those  belonging  to  the  family  of  Delancy,  each  as  near  your  lines 
as  those  buildings  were  to  my  guards ;  and  notwithstanding  your  utmost  diligence,  you  can- 
not prevent  the  destruction  of  every  hoa<*e  this  side  of  King's  bridge.  It  is  not  fear,  it  is 
not  want  of  opportunity  that  has  preserved  those  buildings ;  but  a  sense  of  the  injustice  and 
savageness  of  such  a  hue  of  conduct  hss  saved  them :  and  nothing  but  necessity  will  induce 
me  to  copy  examples  of  this  sort  so  often  set  by  your  troops. 

"  It  is  not  my  inclination,  sir,  to  war  in  this  manner,  against  the  inhabitants  within  your 
Knfls,  who  suppose  themselves  within  your  king's  protection.  But  necessity  will  oblige  me 
to  retaliate  in  kind  upon  your  friends,  to  procure  the  exercise  of  that  justice  which  humanity 
need  to  dictate :  unless  your  expUcit  disavowal  of  your  two  captains,  ESromerick  and  Bams, 
shall  convince  me  these  houses  were  burned  without  your  knowledge  and  against  your 
Older.    1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Sajiuxl  H.  Pabsons." 

Choemor  TVysii's  anfiscr,  dmUd  Kmg't  hridgt  cmip,  No9.  S3d,  1777. 

**  BoL^ — Coold  I  possibly  conceive  myself  accountable  to  any  revolted  subject  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  I  might  answer  your  letter  received  by  the  flag  of  truce  yesterday,  respaet. 
hlf  the  eooduet  of  the  party  under  Capt  Emroeriek'fe  commami  upon  the  taking  of  Peltr 
mi  ConMlioi  Van  Taiiell ;  I  have,  bowevor»  candor  OBoqgh  to  aspuo  yon,  as  mneh  ••  I 
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■bbor  tjery  principle  of  inhumanity,  or  ungenerocu  conduct,  I  shoold,  were  I  in  more  an. 
thority,  bum  every  committee  man's  house  within  my  reach,  as  I  deem  those  agents  the 
wicked  instruments  of  the  continued  calamities  of  this  country :  and  in  order  aooner  to 
puige  thb  country  of  them,  I  am  willing  to  give  twenty-five  dollars  for  every  acting  com- 
mittee man,  who  ahall  be  delivered  up  to  the  king's  troops :  I  guees  before  the  end  of 
next  campaign,  they  will  be  torn  in  pieces  by  their  own  countrjrmen,  whom  they  have  for. 
dbly  dra^gfed  in  oppoeition  to  their  principles  and  duty  (after  fining  them  to  the  extent  of 
their  property)  to  take  up  arms  against  their  lawful  sovereign,  and  compelling  them  to  ex. 
chuige  their  happy  constitution,  for  paper,  rags,  anarchy,  and  distress. 

**  The  ruins  from  the  conflagration  of  New  York,  by  the  emissaries  of  your  party  last 
year,  remain  a  memorial  of  their  tender  regard  for  their  fellow  beings  exposed  to  the  '  ae- 
v^ty  uf  a  cold  night.* 

**  This  is  the  first  correspondence  I  have  held  with  the  king's  enemies,  on  my  part  in 
America^  and  as  I  am  immediately  under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  your  fnture 
letters,  dictated  with  decency,  would  be  more  properly  directed  to  his  excellency. 

**  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  William  Tryon,  Major  Gen. 

••  To  Gen.  Parsons." 

This  came  on  Sunday  the  23d  inst,  and  by  some  means  or  other 
Gen.  Delancy's  house  at  Bloomingdale,  on  York  Island,  took  fire  on 
the  25th  at  night 

From  the  Connecticut  Journal^  Dec.  10,  1777. 


**  James  Delancy,  late  sheriff  of  Westchester,  and  colonel  of  the  enemy's  militia, 
taken  last  week  by  one  of  our  scouts ;  the  colonel  was  found  under  a  bed,  and  for  a  better 
defence,  had  surrounded  himself  with  a  bulwark  of  baskets.  He  was  dragged  from  his 
humble  redoubt,  put  under  a  proper  guard,  and  sent  to  a  place  better  secured.*' 

The  following  relative  to  the  situation  of  tliis  county  in  1777,  is 
taken  from  the  8d  vol.  of  Dr.  Dwight's  Travels. 

**  In  the  autumn  of  1777, 1  resided  for  some  time  in  this  county.  The  lines  of  the  Brit, 
iah  were  then  in  the  neighborhood  of  King's  bridge ;  and  thoee  of  the  Americano  at  fiyram 
river.  These  unhappy  people  were,  therefore,  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  both.  O^ian 
they  were  actually  plundered ;  and  alwajrs  were  liable  to  this  calamity.  They  feared  every, 
body  whom  they  saw,  and  loved  nobody.  It  was  a  curious  fact  to  a  philosopher,  and  a 
melancholy  one  to  a  moralist,  to  hear  their  conversation.  To  every  question  they  gave 
such  an  answer,  as  would  please  the  inquirer ;  or,  if  they  despaired  of  pleaainig,  such  an 
one  as  would  not  provoke  him.  Fear  was,  apparently,  the  only  passion  by  which  they 
were  animated.  The  power  of  volition  seemed  to  have  deserted  them.  They  were  not 
civil,  but  obsequious ;  not  obliging,  but  subservient.  They  yielded  with  a  kind  of  apathy, 
and  very  quietly,  what  you  asked,  and  what  they  supposed  it  impossible  for  them  to  retain. 
If  you  treated  them  kindly,  they  received  it  coldly ;  not  as  kindness,  but  as  a  compensation 
for  injuries  done  them  by  others.  When  you  spoke  to  them,  they  answered  you  without 
either  good  or  ill.nature,  and  without  any  appearance  of  reluctance  or  hesitation :  but  they 
subjoined  neither  questions,  nor  remarks,  of  their  own ;  proving  to  your  full  conviction, 
that  they  felt  no  interest  either  in  the  conversation,  or  in  yourself.  Both  their  countenances, 
and  their  motions,  had  loet  every  trace  of  animation  and  of  feeling.  Their  features  were 
smoothed,  not  into  serenity,  but  apathy  ;  and  instead  of  being  settled  in  the  attitude  of  quirt 
thinking,  strongly  indicated,  that  all  thought,  beyond  what  was  merely  instinctive,  had  fled 
their  minds  forever. 

"  Their  house?,  in  tlie  mean  time,  were  in  a  great  measure  scenes  of  desolation.  Their 
furniture  was  extensively  plundered,  or  broken  to  pieces.  The  walls,  floors,  and  windows, 
were  injured  both  by  violence  and  decay ;  and  were  not  repaired,  because  they  had  not  the 
means  of  repairing  them,  and  because  they  were  exposed  to  the  repetition  of  the  same  in. 
juries.  Their  cattle  were  gone.  Their  enclosures  were  burnt,  where  they  were  capable  of 
becoming  fuel ;  and  in  many  cases  thrown  down,  where  they  were  not.  Their  fields  were 
covered  with  a  rank  growth  of  weeds  and  wild  grass.  Amid  all  this  appearance  of  desola. 
tion,  nothing  struck  my  own  eye  more  forcibly  than  the  sight  of  this  great  road — the  passage 
from  New  York  to  Boston.  Where  I  had  heretofore  seen  a  continual  succession  of  horses 
and  carriages,  and  life  and  bustle  lent  a  sprightliness  to  all  the  environing  olyects,  not  a 
Mgle,  solitary  traveller  was  visible  from  week  to  week,  or  from  month  to  month.  The 
.world  was  motionless  and  silent ;  except  when  one  of  these  unhappy  people  ventured  upon 
a  rare  and  lonely  excursion  to  the  house  of  u  neighbor,  no  lesa  unhappy ;  or  a  scouting 
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the  cmntTj  ID  qunt  of  BnentiM,  klumed  ihe  inbihitaoti  with  expecbtiooa 
«■  iHw  iqjunB  anil  lufTtringi.  The  very  tnekj  of  the  cvriegn  ware  grown  ara,  ud  oh. 
liuimBd:  and,  where  ihef  wen  difcemibte,  tBUmblBd  the  Tunt  Impreamoiu  erf'  chwot 
wbMbiud  to  he  lefl  on  ihe  paiemenu  of  MeKulincum.  The  grui  wu  of  tiill  height  for 
Ihe  Kyihe;  sod  rrongly  reelited  (a  my  own  mind,  for  the  finl  time,  the  proper  import  of 
that  picturesque  declaraiion  in  ihf  Sun^  of  Deborah  :  '  In  ihe  days  of  ijhamgar,  the  son  of 
Anaih,  in  the  daya  of  Jael,  the  highways  were  unoccupied;  and  the  nvellen  walked 
through  by.palha.     The  inhabilanli  of  the  vitlagea  ceaiied  :  ibey  ceaaed  in  Iwael.'  " 

Mount  Pleasant  ia  a  large  and  fiDe  township,  diversified  with  hilli 
and  valleys.  Pop.  7,308.  Beds  of  marble  abound  in  this  vicinity, 
and  are  extensively  ([uarried  at  Sing  Sing  and  other  places.  Sing 
Sing,  PIcasantville,  Sparta,  and  Unioiiville,  arc  villages.  The  village 
of  Sing  Sing,  34  miiex  from  New  York,  anil  111  Irom  Albanv,  waa 
incorporated  in  1813.  Its  nume  is  derived  from  the  Chinese  'Tsing- 
tiitg,  the  title  of  a  celebrntcd  governor,  in  China,  of  a  city  so  called. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  broujilit  to  this  country  by  a  Dutch  settler 
who  had  traded  with  China.  Tlic  village  is  situated  on  an  uneven 
spot  of  ground,  and  is  quite  diversified  In  its  appearance ;  and  is  a 
tnriviag  pltice,  having  4  churches,  an  academy  for  males,  an  institu- 
tion for  females,  a  number  of  mills,  and  upwards  of  200  dwellings. 


Sing  Sing  Prison. 

The  above  is  a  view  of  the  State  Prison  on  the  bank  of  the  Hud- 
•on  in  Sing  Sing  village,  which  usually  contains  from  800  to  900 
convicts.  The  following,  rela^vc  to  the  history  of  the  prison,  &c..  is 
taken  from  an  article  published  in  the  N.  Y.  Express,  April  13th,  1841. 

"  la  1B33,  the  miliary  system  of  impriaonmeni  waa  abandonsd  at  the  Auburn  priaon,  and 
WM  Succeeded  in  1891  by  the  pment  lyslam  of  shntting  up  (he  eantieta  in  aapanle  cellt 
b;  Dight,  and  compelling  thrm  to  labor  diligently  during  tlie  day. 

■*  Tfaa  adoption  of  this  tysient  randeted  ihe  Auburn  prison,  which  in  IRM  conlaincd  bnt 
SSO  iciMU*!*  cells,  insuSicif  nt  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  convicicd  felona  in  the  stale, 
and  an  act  of  (he  legislature  wsa  paased  in  Much,  18S4,  for  the  erecdoa  of  a  new  Mala 
prison  in  the  lini  or  eecand  senalorial  dintricla.  whirh  (he  eommiaionera  appoinied  Ibr  ifaa 
pupoae  thought  proper  to  locate  in  .Moani  Pleasant,  Sing  Sing,  uwini;  to  its  cihaunlMS 
bodtea  of  marble,  ita  bealiby  simalion,  and  its  acceaslbility  by  waier.  On  the  liib  of  May, 
IBK,  Ca^  E.  Lynda,  former  scant  of  the  Aqb^ia  priaoo,  with  100  oooriea,  in  obedience 
75 
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to  inatructioiiB,  proceeded  to  Sing  Sing,  and  commeQced  the  erectioo  of  the  etale  piiMO 
there.  This  wae  completed  in  1839,  tmd  contained  800  cells.  By  the  addition  of  seferal 
additional  counties  to  this  prison  district,  greatly  increasing  the  number  of  convicts,  it  was 
discovered  that  these  accommodations  were  insufficient,  and  200  more  cells  were  oidered 
to  be  added,  which  result  was  obtained  by  adding  another,  or  fifth  stoiy  to  the  prison  buikL 
ing — which  addition  was  completed  in  1831. 

*'  In  May,  1838,  the  convicts  then  in  the  old  state  prison  in  this  city  were  removed  to  Sing 
Sing,  and  the  old  prison  here  was  emptied  of  its  inmates,  and  abandoned  forever  as  a  prison. 

"  The  Mount  Pleasant  prison  at  Sing  Sing  is  33  miles  from  this  city  on  the  eotem  shore 
of  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  ground  on  which  it  stands  is  about  10  feet  above  high-water 
mark.  The  prison  grounds  contain  130  acres,  and  the  wharf  is  approachable  by  vessels 
drawing  13  feet  of  water.  The  prison,  keeper's  house,  workshops,  d&c.,  are  built  of  rough 
dressed  stone.  The  prison  for  the  males  is  480  feet  in  length  from  north  to  south,  and  44 
in  width,  fronting  towards  the  west,  or  the  Hudson  river.  This  building  is  five  stories  high, 
eontaining  a  line  of  100  cells  in  each  story  on  the  west  side,  and  as  many  more  on  the  east 
tide,  making  1,000  cells  in  all.  The  western  yard  is  enclosed  by  two  buildings  40  feet 
wide,  and  3  stories  high,  which  are  occupied  as  the  kitchen,  hospital,  chapel,  workshops, 
storehouses,  dec,  and  extend  from  the  prison  westerly  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  The  south 
wing  adjoins  the  prison,  but  communicates  with  it  only  through  the  hospital.  The  north 
wing  connects  with  the  prison  by  a  wall  30  feet  in  height,  running  north  and  south  10  feet, 
enclosing  together  an  area  of  494  feet  by  413.  In  the  centre  of  the  west  yard  is  a  renge 
of  shops,  40  feet  wide,  fronting  on  the  Hudson,  and  running  parallel  with  the  prison  376 
feet,  with  wings  extending  easterly  towards  the  prison  140  feet,  which  are  occupied  as  stone 
shops.  The  guard-house  is  on  the  bank  or  height  on  the  east  side  of  the  prison,  about  170 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  yard,  commanding  a  perfect  view  of  the  east  yard,  and  most  of 
the  west.  Within  the  last  few  years,  an  additional  building  has  been  erected  on  the  heights 
esst  of  the  main  prison  for  the  purposes  of  a  female  prison  exclusively,  which  is  capable  of 
containing  about  73  female  convicts,  one  in  each  cell,  and  in  which  that  number  is  now 
confined. 

"  The  officen  of  the  prison,  or  those  connected  with  its  government,  busineaB,  interests, 
health,  and  morals,  aran— five  inspectors,  a  principal  keeper,  agent,  clerks,  physician,  and 
chaplain,  35  assistant  keepers,  and  36  guards.  These,  except  Uie  clerk,  are  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Inspectors,  and  hold  their  offices  during  their  pleasure.  The  dark  is  appointed 
by  the  governor  and  senate,  and  holds  his  office  for  four  years.  The  inspecton  are  ap. 
pointed  every  two  years  by  the  governor  and  senate,  and  on  them  the  govemmeat  of  tl^ 
prison,  its  discipline,  police,  its  moneyed  concerns,  contracts,  &c.,  by  law  devolves.  They 
are  required  to  meet  every  two  months,  and  inspect  the  prison,  and  to  make  a  report  an. 
nually  to  the  legislature  soon  after  it  convenes.  The  duties  of  the  principal  ofiicers  are  de- 
fined by  law,  and  are  such  as  die  good  government  and  welfare  of  the  institution  require. 

**  In  this  prison  the  convicts  are  compelled  to  labor  in  silence — no  convenation  by  word, 
look,  or  gesture  being  allowed  between  or  amongst  them.  If  any  information  is  needed  by 
the  prisoner  in  regai^  to  his  business,  be  modestly  applies  to,  and  obtains  it  of  hia  keeper, 
one  of  whom  is  always  near  him  in  each  department  of  labor. 

*'  l*he  utmost  harmony  of  movement  in  the  various  businesses  conducted,  and  the  mott 
perfect  order  reigns.  The  whole  internal  maclinery  of  the  prison,  with  its  more  than  8(10 
hardy  convict  laborers,  resembles  more  the  quiet  industry  and  subordination  to  authority  of 
a  weil.regujated  family,  than  an  institution  fur  the  punishment  of  hardened  oHendcfA. 

"  The  hours  of  labor  arc  not  more  than  laboring  men  out  of  prison  generally  labor.  The 
food  aflbrdcd  is  ample.  The  ration  for  each  day  conKists  of  either  16  ounces  of  good  prime 
beef,  or  13  ounces  of  prime  pork,  8  ounces  of  rye  flour,  13  ounces  of  sifted  Indian  meal, 
and  half  a  gill  of  molasses  per  man ;  and  three  bushels  of  potatoes,  or  40  pounds  of  rice,  4 
quarts  of  rye  in  the  grain  for  cofTee,  3  quorts  of  vinegar,  and  two  ounces  of  pepptT  to  every 
100  rations.  This  is  all  weighed  or  measured  out  eaeh  day  by  the  superintendent  of  the 
kitchen.  The  bread  is  well  baked,  and  the  provisions  well  cooked  by  some  of  the  convicts 
employed  for  that  purpose.  Their  provisions  are  put  in  small  wooden  vessels  called  kid^ 
which  are  placed  on  racks,  one  of  which  each  prisoner  takes  as  he  retires  from  labor  to  his 
cell,  in  which  he  is  locked,  and  where  silently  he  eats  his  repast.  If  any  convict  requires 
more  food,  on  making  his  wants  known,  he  is  supplied  from  the  kitchen. 

**  At  the  close  of  the  day,  in  long  lines  they  march  to  their  respective  cells,  accompanied 
by  their  keepers,  and  being  locked  in,  partake  of  their  food  and  indulge  in  repose.  Each 
cell  has  a  bunk  of  wood  or  frame,  made  of  pine,  6  feet  long  and  two  wide,  4  or  6  inches 
from  the  floor,  4  blankets,  a  bible,  pini.cup  for  their  coffee,  small  tin  cup  for  vinegar,  an  iroa 
spoon,  a  comb,  and  a  towel.  These  arc  all  kept  clean,  or  made  ho  when  they  are  otherwise. 
From  13  to  14  convicts  are  employed  in  washing  the  clothes  and  bedding  of  the  prisonen; 
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■one  oAen  da  iba  eooUng;  uul  once  ■  wA  ther  *n  >U  tlwTwl  ^j  >  eoniici  wlio  •«« 
Mbutwr. 

"  Thi  liiloring  is  dans  by  conirici  Ititor*,  who  mike  and  npur  all  the  priaonen*  tir. 
Mania.  Clean  undr rclathca  are  placed  m  their  cell*  eadi  week.  Al  ni^l  dtey  ue  cm. 
tally  watched  hj  a  keeper  and  four  umed  guardi,  who  pace  ihe  Kallenea  naiaelenlT,  wilh 
Boeki  on  Iheir  feet — observe  that  all  u  aafe — notice  every  noiae  ;  and  ars  prepared  to  quail 
any  diaturbance  thai  migbt  poaaibiy  arise.  This  latter  is,  however,  almoal  impoaaibte,  ai 
•■eh  prisoner  ia  in  a  small  cell  by  hirtuelf,  and  aecured  by  powerfiil  bolla  and  ban. 

"  The  mora]  end  leligioua  condilian  of  the  priaonen  ia  alio  carefully  attended  lo.  Pnyer 
^nertily  at  nigbt,  and  a  aermon  am)  pnyen  every  Sabbath  morning  by  Ihe  chaptaioa  in 
the  rhapel,  a  bible,  and  latterly  other  religioua  book*  ia  the  cell*,  eonadnils  a  ponion  of 
ibeu-  a|ririnial  privilegea.  A  Sunday  achool,  attended  by  Kune  350  eonvicB  aa  pupili,  and 
B  hible^laaa  of  190  or  more  of  them,  are  liio  in  active  operiiion  each  Sabbath  in  the  clw. 
pel.  The  cflecti  of  Iheee  united  meatu  of  menial  and  moral  culture  on  many  of  the  con. 
TiciB,  are  highly  betieficial,  and  promisaory  of  good  fruila  at  a  fulnre  day.  They  render 
du  convict*  more  otderiy  and  aobBr-minded,  and  divert  their  attention  from  Ie«*  profiiabl* 

The  famous  Sieepy  Hollout,  the  noted  Eocation  described  in  the 
"  Bketck  Book"  by  Washington  Irving,  is  situated  in  the  south  part  of 
this  township,  near  Tarrytown ;  it  is  a  long  ravine  of  2  or  3  milet, 
through  which  a  road  passes  on  which  ia  situated  several  romantic 
dweUings. 


Ancient  Dutch  chmxh. 

The  above  is  a  northwestern  view  of  the  old  Dutch  Reformed 
church  sitnated  in  the  southem  part  of  this  town,  about  a  mile  north 
of  the  place  where  Andre  was  taken  in  Tarrytown.  It  is  believed 
to  be  the  oldest  church  now  standing  in  the  state.  A  tablet  placed 
on  the  church  bears  the  inscription,  "  Erected  and  built  by  Frederick 
Philips,*  and  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt,  his  wife,  in  1690."  The  pulpit 
and  communion  table  were  brought  from  Holland  al  the  time  of  the 

*Fk«d«>ick  Philips  waa  the  otigiaal  patentee  of  PMlip*'  Patent,  a  very  extiDnv*  net  ia 
Mi  Mvary,  originally  comprisng  no  lea  than  90  milea  square,  boonded  weat  by  th*  Had. 
MB,  ami  Ifiagaoath  of  iIib  month  of  the  Crotan.  Mr.  PliUip^  aeilled  on  Ua  manor  aboM 
*■  raw leao,  and  built  hia  dwdliug,  a  atom  BwaniM,  a  Inrrodi  w*« «r  tb*  Aaah. 
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erection  of  the  church.  The  buiiding  has  latterly  undergone  some 
repairs  internally  and  externally,  by  which  it  has  lost  considerable 
of  its  venerable  appearance.  Unfortunately,  the  pulpit  has  not  es- 
caped the  hand  of  modem  innovation,  but  the  communion  table 
still  remains  unchanged,  a  venerable  relic  of  a  former  age.  This 
church  and  vicinity  has  been  made  celebrated  by  Irving^s  well-known 
**  Legend  of  Sleqty  Hollow.'* 

**  The  sequestered  situation  of  this  church,**  says  the  author  of  this  legend,  **  seem  always 
to  have  made  it  a  favorite  haunt  of  troubled  spirits.  It  stands  on  a  knoll  sommnded  by 
locust  trees  and  lofty  elms,  from  among  which  its  decent  whitewashed  walls  shine  mod. 
estiy  forth  like  Christian  purity  beaming  through  the  shades  of  retirement.  A  gentle  slope 
descends  from  it  to  a  silver  sheet  of  water,  bordered  by  high  trees,  between  which,  peeps 
may  be  cav^t  at  the  blue  hills  of  the  Hudson.  To  look  upon  its  grasK^rown  yvd,  where 
the  sunbeams  seem  to  sleep  so  quietly,  one  would  think  that  there  at  least  the  dead  might 
rest  in  peace.  On  one  side  of  the  church  extends  a  wide  woody  dell,  along  which  laves 
a  large  brook  among  broken  rocks  and  trunks  of  Jhllen  trees.  OHrer  a  deep  black  pert  of 
the  stream,  not  far  from  the  church,  was  formerly  thrown  a  wooden  bridge ;  the  road  that 
led  to  it  and  the  bridge  itself  were  thickly  shaded  by  overhanging  trees,  whidi  cast  a  gloom 
about  it  even  in  the  daytime,  but  occasioned  a  feaiful  darkness  at  night.** 

It  was  in  this  church  that  the  never-to-be-forgotten  Yankee  peda- 
gogue Ichabod  Crane,  in  rivalry  to  the  old  Domine,  led  oflF  the  choir, 
making  the  welkin  rinff  with  the  notes  of  his  nasal  psalmody.  It 
was  too  in  the  ravine  just  back  of  the  church,  that  this  redoubtable 
hero,  Ichabod,  had  his  fearful  midnight  encounter  with  the  headless 
horseman,  and  forever  disappeared  from  the  sight  of  the  goodly  in- 
habitants of  Sleepy  Hollow. 

Newcastle  was  organized  from  Northcastle  in  1791 ;  from  New 
York  N.  37,  from  Bedford  W.  6  miles.  Pop.  1,629.  Newcastle  is 
a  small  post  village,  in  the  northeast  ande  ol  the  town. 

New  Kochelle  is  situated  on  Long  Island  sound,  20  miles  north- 
east of  New  York.  Pop.  1,816.  Settlements  were  early  made  in 
this  town  by  Huguenots,  who  fled  from  France  after  the  repeal  of  the 
edict  of  Nantz.  The  village  of  New  Rochelle  is  delightlully  situa- 
ted in  sight  of  the  sound,  on  the  turnpike  road  from  New  York  to 
Connecticut,  and  contains  4  churches,  several  hotels,  and  about  60 
dwellings.  There  is  a  small  settlement  at  the  landing  on  the  sound 
containing  an  elegant  hotel,  &c. 

Northcastle  is  36  miles  NE.  from  New  York,  and  centrally  dis- 
tant 5  SW.  of  Bedford.  Pop.  2,058.  Northcastle  is  a  post-oflice, 
around  which  there  is  a  small  settlement 

North  Salem  is  in  the  NE.  comer  of  the  county,  55  miles  from 
New  York,  and  12  from  Bedford.  Pop.  1,161.  North  Salem,  post 
village,  has  3  churches,  several  mills  and  stores,  and  in  its  vicinity 
about  40  dwellings. 

Pelham  is  situated  on  the  sound,  18  miles  NE.  from  New  York. 
Pop.  789. 


This  dwelling  was  fortified  against  the  Indians,  and  went  by  the  name  of  Castle  Philips, 
It  is  now  standing,  and  is  occupied  by  his  great  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Cornelia  Beekman. 
Although  the  mansion  has  been  modernised,  remains  of  the  pmiioles  are  still  to  be  aeea 
in  the  stone  walls  of  the  eellar. 
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PouNDiiDGE  is  situated  4  miles  E.  from  Bedford.  Pop.  1,407. 
Pbundrid^e,  post  village,  centrally  situated,  contains  1  Presoyterian, 
1  Methocust  Episcopal  church,  and  about  15  dwelling. 

Rte,  the  southeast  town  of  the  county,  is  distant  irom  New  York 
W  miles.  Pop.  1,803.  Port  Chester,  post  village,  formerly  called 
Sawpits,  is  on  the  New  York  and  Connecticut  turnpike,  and  west 
nde  of  Byram  river,  which  is  here  the  boundary  line  of  Connecticut 
ind  New  York ;  it  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  contains  3  churches, 
md  about  100  dwellings.  This  place  possesses  a  convenient  landing 
for  steamboats  and  sloops.  The  village  of  Rye,  on  the  New  York 
turnpike,  1  mile  from  the  sound,  contains  3  churches,  2  academies, 
and  about  30  dwellings.  The  old  Jay  mansion  is  situated  in  the 
nrestem  part  of  the  town. 

ScARSDALE  is  24  milcs  from  New  York,  and  3  S.  of  White  Plains. 
Pop.  255. 

SoMERs  is  on  the  north  line  of  the  county,  50  miles  NE.  of  New 
ITork,  and  10  east  of  Peekskill.  Pop.  2,082.  Somers  is  a  neat  post 
rillage,  containing  2  churches  and  about  40  dwellings.  Owensville 
is  a  post  village,  where  there  are  located  several  factories  and  about 
30  dwellings. 

Westchester  has  an  uneven  surface,  and  a  soil  which  will  sustain 
I  high  degree  of  cultivation.  Pop.  4,154.  This  town  was  probably 
Srst  settled  in  1642,  by  a  Mr.  Throckmorton  and  35  associates,  who 
same  from  New  Endand  with  the  approbation  of  the  Dutch  authori- 
ties. It  was  called  oy  the  Dutch,  Eastdorp.  The  manor  of  Mor- 
risiana,  originally  containing  about  3,000  acres,  belongs  to  the  dis- 
tinguished family  of  Morris ;  it  is  in  the  SW.  comer  of  the  town» 
>ppo8ite  Hell  Gate.  This  manor  rave  name  to  a  town  from  1788  to 
1791,  part  of  the  present  town  of  Westchester.  Westchester  village, 
It  the  head  of  navigation  of  Westchester  creek,  2  miles  from  me 
lound,  and  14  NE.  from  New  York,  contains  about  50  dwellings. 
West  Farms,  on  the  Bronx  river  at  the  head  of  navigation,  3  miles 
from  the  sound  and  12  from  New  York,  contains  about  60  dwellings. 

**  GoumifKum  Morus  was  bom  at  Morriaiana,  Jan.  31, 1753.  He  graduated  at  Kinga 
»Uege,  New  York,  in  1768.  He  was  bred  to  the  law,  in  which  he  obtained  a  great  repu. 
atioii.  In  1775,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  proYincial  eongreaa  in  New  York.  In  1776, 
'Dec.)  he  acted  as  one  of  the  committee  for  drafting  a  constitution  for  the  State  of  New 
Ifork,  which  was  reported  in  March,  1777,  and  adopted  in  April  of  that  year,  after  repeated 
ind  very  able  debates.  He  waa  employed  in  the  public  sendee  in  Tarioos  capacitiea,  during 
^  nvolutiooary  contest,  in  all  of  which  he  displayed  great  seal  and  abihty.  After  the 
WTolutioo,  he  retired  from  public  life,  and  passed  a  number  of  years  in  private  pursuits, 
ixeepting  being  a  very  active  member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  of 
hb  United  States.  In  1799,  he  was  appointed  mimster  to  France,  and  remained  there  in 
hU  capaaty  until  Oct  1794.  He  returned  to  America  in  1798,  and  in  1800  was  chosen 
I  senator  from  New  York.  In  the  summer  of  1810,  he  examined  the  route  for  the  Erie 
MBul,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  originating  and  promoting  that  noble  work.  He  died 
a  Monriaiana,  Nov.  5, 1816.  He  passed  the  latter  yean  of  his  life  at  MorrisiaDa,  axarcisuig 
ID  tUgant  and  munificent  hoepitality,  reviewing  the  atudies  of  his  early  days,  and  eairying^ 
BB  a  very  interesting  correspondence  with  stateamen  and  literati  in  Europe  and  America. 
The  activity  df  his  mind,  the  richness  of  his  fancy,  and  the  copiousness  of  his  eloquent  coiu 
Mnation.  were  the  admiration  of  all  his  acquaintance ;  and  he  was  univtiatUy  admittsd  to 
bt  one  oc  the  most  acconpliihad  and  pfoniiiMBt  men  cf  our  oooatiy.'* 
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Southeast 


White  Plains  village,  (centra'  part.) 


WfitTB  Plainb  has  a  hilly,  but  mostly  an  arable  soil,  well  adapted 
for  grazing.  Pop.  1,087.  The  half>shire  village  of  While  Plains  is 
situated  on  the  old  post  road  to  Boston,  37  milesNE.  from  New  York, 
136  from  Albany,  and  14  miles  SW.  from  Bedford.  It  contains  2  Meth- 
odist, 1  Presbyterian,  1  Episcopal,  and  1  Baptist  church,  the  county 
buildings,  an  academy,  70  or  60  dwellings,  and  about  550  inhab- 
itants. The  above  view  shows  the  appearance  of  the  central  part 
of  the  vUlage :  the  courthouse,  an  ancient  building,  is  seen  on  the 
left,  the  spire  of  the  academy  on  the  extreme  right. 

The  following  account  of  the  military  operations  in  this  town  and 
its  vicinity  in  Oct.  1776,  and  the  events  which  followed,  is  from 
Botta's  American  Revolution. 

"  Tho  Gdglisb  generol  reniiiinrd  eevernJ  day>  at  Ttoga  Neck,  is  w«ll  lo  rppiir  the  bhdget 
which  ihe  enemy  bid  binken,  u  to  woit  for  s  coneiricrabls  reinforcement  uhicli  he  had 
called  rram  Sisten  Inland.  The  roud  Tnini  Frngg  Neck  lo  Kingsbritlge  is  excessive))'  rough 
wiih  coniinUBl  nnunieB  of  stnol!  slonee,  and  the  Americana  had  aliiu  obainicied  il  in  tnatiy 
pUcea.  Waahinglan,  who  bad  assembled  all  his  army  at  Kingibiidg«,  seat  forward  hii 
lighl  infantry  to  scour  ihe  country,  and  Id  harass  Ihe  enemy  in  his  march. 

'■  Gen.  Howe,  having  received  bia  teinforcementa,  pul  himself  in  molion  wiih  aU  fail 
troops;  he  crossed  Pelham  Manor,  and  went  lo  encamp  at  New  Rocbelle,  where  he  waa 
Joined  by  iha  second  division  of  Hessians,  and  of  Ihe  Iroops  of  Waldeck  under  Gsn.  Kajp- 
hausen,  and  by  a  regiment  of  cavalry  lately  arrived  at  New  York  from  Ireland.  As  Ihe 
priticipal  pfojeel  of  the  eipediiion  was  to  intercept  the  communication  of  Wishington  wiih 
die  eaetem  provinces,  and  then,  if  he  declined  to  venture  an  engagement,  (o  ehul  him  up 
on  the  island  of  New  York,  consequently  it  waa  neceeoary  to  occupy  the  two  toads  leading 
into  ConDcclicul ;  the  one  upon  the  coasi  of  the  sound,  and  the  other  mots  inland.  Tbe 
first  was  already  in  ihe  power  of  ihe  Englieh  ;  but  in  sttempiing  <o  occupy  the  second,  ii 
was  requisile  to  traverse  the  diflicult  country  of  which  we  have  already  made  mention,  in 
order  lo  secure  the  post  of  ibe  higbtanda,  Itnowa  by  the  name  of  Whits  Plaioa,  upon  ita* 
rear  of  Kingsbrid^. 

"  Gen,  Howe  determined  to  lake  this  route;  he  marched,  however,  slowly  and  witb 
extreme  caulion,  after  leaving  at  New  Rochetle  ihe  German  corps,  lately  Birived,  to  ascura 
Ihe  lower  road,  and  Ihe  communication  with  ihose  plicea  whence  ilare*  a    * 


"  Washingion  eiamined,  with  aiienlion,  the  danger  of  hia  position.  He  penenaMd  llie 
dedgns  of  the  enemy,  and  conseqaently  decided  to  abandon,  wiib  the  main  body  of  his 
army,  the  encampment  of  Eingsbtidge.  Extending,  tberebra,  hia  left  wing,  he  look  piM 
with  il  in  the  Wliite  Plaint,  while  the  right  occupied  ibc  beighia  of  Valentine's  Hill,  near 
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KiiigBbridge ;  the  centre  exactly  filled  the  space  comprehended  between  theae  two  poiatk 
Here  be  intrenched  himaelf  with  the  ^eatcet  care.  His  anny  thus  formed  a  well  secured 
line,  parallel  to  tiie  river  Bronx,  which  lay  on  ita  front,  and  separated  it  from  the  English, 
who  marched  up  along  the  left  bank  uf  this  stream. 

**  Washington  had  behind  him  the  great  river  Hudson,  into  which  the  English  frigates 
had  not  yet  l>een  able  to  penetrate  so  far  as  to  intercept  the  supphes  of  provisions  whidi  he 
received  from  tlie  upper  parts.  With  his  left  wing  he  occupied  the  upper  road  of  Connec- 
ticut, by  which  he  was  also  abundantly  supplied  with  provisions  and  munitions.  He  had 
left  sufficient  garrisons  at  Kingsbnd^e,  at  Harlem,  and  in  Fort  Washington ;  in  this  last 
place,  however,  aguin^t  his  own  opinion.  Meanwhile,  he  detached  numerous  parties,  over 
the  Rronz,  in  order  to  retard  the  motions  of  tlie  enemy.  Hence  frequent  skirmishes  ensued, 
and  thuu^  the  royalis:s  hod  gcncrulty  the  advantage  in  these  rencounters,  they  still  served 
to  dissipate  the  terror  of  the  Americans,  who  every  day  showed  themselves  more  bold  in 
defying  the  enemy. 

"  Upon  the  approach  of  the  Englixh  to  the  White  Plains,  Washington,  all  at  once,  called 
in  his  detachmenis,  and  abandoning  the  positions  he  had  occupied  along  the  Bronx,  assem- 
bled all  his  troops  in  a  strung  camp  upon  the  heights,  near  these  plains,  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
Hifl  right  Hank  was  protected  by  iho  Bronx,  which,  by  its  windings,  also  covered  the  front 
of  the  right  wing.  I'hc  main  body  was  nearly  parallel  to  the  river,  and  the  left  wing  being 
placed  at  a  right  angle  upon  the  centre,  and  consequently  parallel  to  the  right,  extended 
towards  the  north  upon  the  hills,  as  much  as  was  necessary  to  guard  the  defiles  leading  to 
the  upper  mountainous  region^  into  which  the  army,  if  expedient,  might  retire.  But  the 
right  wing,  being  posted  in  more  level  and  less  ditficult  ground,  found  itself  more  exposed ; 
wherefore  Gen.  McDuugall  was  ordered  to  occupy,  with  a  strong  detachment,  a  mountain 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  camp ;  he  intrenched  himself  there  as  well  as  tlie  time  would 
admit  uf. 

**  Such  was  the  position  of  the  American  army  when  the  English  arrived  within  7  or  8 
miles  o(  White  Plains,  and  prepared  themselves  to  attack  without  loss  of  time.  On  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  Oct.  they  advanced  in  2  col'imns,  the  right  commanded  by  Gen. 
Clinton,  and  the  left  by  Gen.  Heistcr.  At  noon,  all  the  outposts  being  driven  back  by  the 
English  and  Hessian  light  infimtry,  the  British  army  appeared  before  the  American  camp. 
Immediately  there  ensued  a  cannonade,  but  to  very  little  eficct.  The  English  drew  up  in 
order  of  battle  ;  their  right  occupied  the  road  which  leads  to  Marrineck,  about  a  mile  distant 
from  the  centre  of  the  enemy ;  while  the  left,  equally  distant  from  his  right,  bordered  the 
Bronx.  The  English  general  having  observed  the  importance  of  the  position  taken  by  Gen. 
McDougall,  and  being  persuaded  that  the  right  ot'  the  enemy,  which  was  his  only  assailable 
point,  could  not  be  forced  so  long  as  it  should  be  protected  by  a  post  of  such  strength,  re. 
solved  to  wrest  it  from  the  Americans.  He  ordered  a  Hessian  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Ralle,  to  ford  the  Bronx,  and  by  a  circuitous  movement  to  fiUl  upon  the  flank  of  Gen. 
McDcugall,  wliile  Gen.  Leslie  should  attack  him  in  front  with  a  brigade  of  English  and 
Hessians.  Col.  Ralle  having  arrived  at  the  point  indicated,  Lesho,  who  had  also  crossed 
the  Bronx,  furiously  assaulted  the  inirenchnicnts  of  McDougall.  The  mihtia  soon  lied,  but 
ttw  regular  troops  made  a  valiant  resistance.  A  regiment  of  Maryland,  conducted  by  CoL 
Smallwood,  and  a  regiment  of  New  York,  under  CoL  Ratzeinar,  ventured  even  to  come 
out  of  the  lines  and  to  charge  the  enemy  at  the  very  foot  of  the  mountain,  but  they  were 
overpowered  by  numbers  and  forced  to  retire.  Then  the  English  and  Hessians  ascended 
the  heights  with  singular  intrepidity,  and  took  posse^^sion  of  them  after  a  \'igorous  struggle. 
The  Americans,  however,  continued  for  some  time  to  fire  from  behind  the  walls  of  enclo. 
sures,  and  thus  retarded  the  progress  of  the  assailants.  But  Gen.  Putnam,  who  had  been 
sent  to  their  succor,  could  not  arrive  in  season.  The  loss  of  men  in  this  action  was  great 
on  the  one  part  as  well  as  on  the  other. 

"  Washington,  cuhnly  expecting  that  the  enemy  would  come  to  attack  him  next,  had 
already  sent  into  his  rear  the  sick  and  the  baggage ;  but  as  it  grew  towards  the  close  of  day, 
the  English  general  determined  to  defer  the  assault  till  the  next  morning.  He  caused  his 
troops  to  encamp  within  cannon-shot  of  the  American  hues.  Washington  took  advantage 
of  the  night  to  strengthen  them  with  additional  works,  and  to  occupy  a  stronger  position  in 
the  rear  with  his  left  wing,  which,  by  the  loss  of  the  mountain,  had  become  more  exposed. 
When  the  Ught  appeared.  Gen.  Howe  reconnoitred  the  intrenchments  of  the  enemy,  and 
found  them  sufficiently  formidable  to  determine  him  to  wait  the  arrival  of  some  battalions 
that  bad  been  left  at  New  York,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  and  of  several  compa. 
niet  from  Marrineck.  These  reinforcements  being  received  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  ha 
appointed  the  following  morning  for  the  assault,  but  thn  exce"sive  rain  which  fell  during  the 
night  and  also  in  the  morning,  compelled  him  to  defer  it.  The  American  general,  in  the 
time,  examined  his  position  with  his  accustomed  prudence ;  he  was  decided  not  to 
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nriL  a  pitched  battle  without  the  itrongfeat  hope  of  aaccen.  He  pereeiTed  that  the  ISi^wli 
had  already  erected  4  or  5  batteriea,  and  that  by  taming  his  right  flank  th|y  might  get  poa- 
■eanon  of  the  heighta  sitaated  upon  his  rear.  He  concluded,  therefore,  to  break  np  hia 
camp  in  the  night  of  the  1st  of  November.  He  removed  into  a  countiy  atiU  mo«a  moon- 
tainooa  in  the  vicinity  of  North  Castle ;  having  previously  aet  fire  to  the  houaea  in  White 
Plains  and  the  neighborhood,  and  to  the  forage  diat  was  found  in  the  camp.  He  immedi. 
•tely  detached  a  strong  corps  to  occupy  the  bridge  over  the  Croton  river,  which  leads  to  the 
vpper  parts  of  the  Hudson.  On  the  following  morning  the  English  took  poaaeanon  of  the 
American  camp. 

**  Gen.  Howe,  perceiving  that  hia  enemy  declined  an  engagement,  and  that  from  the 
■tuation  of  the  country,  ami  hia  knowledge  of  every  advantageous  position,  it  woold  be 
impossible  to  compel  lum  to  fight  but  upon  the  most  unequal  and  hazardoua  terma,  took  the 
determination  to  discontinue  the  pursuit,  and  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  reduction  of  the 
(brts  and  &smesses  still  occupied  by  the  Americans  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York. 
His  views  were  particularly  directed  ui>on  Fort  Washington,  wUch  was  its  principal  buU 
wark.  But,  though  the  ground  where  this  fortress  had  been  erected  waa  very  rough  and 
difficult,  its  fortifications  were  not  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  heavy  artillery.  It  wo  inca- 
pable, from  its  little  extent,  of  containing  more  than  a  thousand  defenders ;  the  outworks 
that  surrounded  it,  especially  to  the  south,  towards  New  York,  might  lodge,  it  is  true,  a 
much  stronger  garrison. 

*'  The  commander-in-chief,  as  if  he  had  foreaeen  the  event,  had  written  to  Gen.  Greene, 
who  commanded  in  this  part,  enjoining  him  to  reflect  maturely  upon  his  position,  and  in 
eaae  he  ahould  find  that  Fort  Washington  waa  not  in  a  situation  to  austain  an  aaaault,  to 
cause  it  to  be  forthwith  evacuated ;  and  to  transport  the  garrison  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
Hudson.  But  this  general,  either  believing  that  the  strength  of  the  place  vid  the  valor  of 
the  troops  would  assure  him  a  long  defence,  or  fix>m  the  apprehension  that  his  retreat  would 
increase  the  already  too  general  discouragement  of  the  Americans,  took  the  reaolotion  to 
hold  out  to  the  last.  He  waa  herein  the  more  easily  determined,  as  he  beheved  that  the 
garriaon  would  always  be  able  to  retreat  into  Fort  Lee,  situated  upon  the  other  bank  of  the 
river.  But  Washington  judged  less  favorably  of  the  fiimre ;  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
English  would  not  remain  satisfied  with  the  reduction  of  the  first  fort ;  but  that  croaaing  the 
river,  and  making  themaelvea  masten  of  the  second,  which  was  not  tenable,  they  would 
spread  themselves  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey.  He  left  therefore  Gen.  Lee,  with  the 
militia  of  the  eastern  provinces,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Hudson,  and  having  secured  the 
strong  positions  towards  the  Croton  river,  and  especially  that  of  Peeks  Kill,  near  the  Hud. 
son  itself,  he  crossed  that  river  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  and  went  to  rejoin  Gen. 
Greene  in  his  camp  under  Fort  Lee.  Gen.  Lee  himself  had  orders  to  come  with  all  speed 
and  join  him,  in  case  the  enemy,  afier  having  taken  the  fort,  should  show  himself  upon  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hudson.  He  aftcrH-nrd  wrote  to  the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  requesting 
him  to  remove  the  magazines  of  provisions  into  the  most  remote  parts,  and  to  call  out  aS 
the  militia.  All  these  dispositions  being  made  to  his  wish,  Washington  watched  with  an 
attentive  eye  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

"  Meanwhile,  Gen.  Howe  had  ordered  Gen.  Knyphausen  to  march  from  New  Rochelle, 
and  to  occupy  Kingsbridgc.  This  he  executed  without  obstacles,  the  Americans,  who 
guarded  this  position,  having  fallen  back  upon  Fort  Washington.  The  corps  of  Gen.  Knyp. 
hausen  consequently  penetrated  into  the  island  of  New  York,  and  proceeded  to  invest  the 
fort,  on  the  part  of  the  north. 

*'  A  short  time  after,  the  English  general  himself  abandoned  the  White  Plains,  and  de. 
Bcending  along  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  conducted  the  rest  of  the  army  to  Kingsbridge. 
He  pitched  his  camp  upon  the  heights  of  Furdham,  his  right  wing  being  covert  by  the 
Hudf<on,  and  his  left  by  the  Bronx. 

"  The  royalists  then  prepared  to  attack  Fort  Washington ;  its  interior  and  appurtenances 
were  defended  by  full  3,000  men,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Magaw,  a  brave  and  experi- 
enced officer.  Ho  was  summoned  in  vain  to  surrender.  The  besiegers  proceeded  to  the 
aasault  in  four  divisions,  the  first  from  the  north,  commanded  by  Gen.  Knyphausen,  and 
consisting  of  Hessians  and  the  troops  of  Waldeck ;  the  second  from  the  east,  composed  of 
English  light  infantry  and  two  battalions  of  gtiards,  conducted  by  Gen.  Matthews.  This 
corps  was  to  attack  the  intrenchments  which  extended  from  Fort  Washington  almost  to  tbe 
East  river ;  the  third,  commanded  by  Col.  Sterling,  was  destined  to  pass  this  river  lower 
down  than  the  second,  in  order  to  assail  the  fort  more  to  the  south ;  but  this  was  only  a 
feint.  The  fourth,  which  obeyed  the  ordera  of  Lord  Percy,  a  very  strong  corps,  was  direcu 
•d  to  aim  its  assault  against  the  western  flank  of  the  fortress.  These  difl*erent  diviaioiv 
were  provided  with  a  numerous  and  excellent  artillery.  The  Hessians,  under  Gen.  Knyp- 
hausen, were  to  pass  through  a  very  thick  forest,  where  Col.  RawUngs  was  already  poatad 
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wiib  Iw  regimeqt  of  riBemeii.  An  extremely  warm  ai&ir  wu  eofifedt  in  which  dM 
Germane  aiaCained  a  eevere  1<mb.  The  Americana,  ambuabed  behind  the  treea  and  rockSv 
fired  in  eecurity ;  but  at  last,  the  Heaeians  redoubling  their  eflbrta,  gained  a  very  ateep 
■aeentf  whence  they  came  down  upon  the  enemy  with  an  irreaiadble  impetuosity ;  the 
dtviaions  which  (bllowed  them  were  thua  enabled  to  land  without  molestation.  Col.  Raw. 
Jings  retreated  under  the  cannon  of  the  fort.  Lord  Percy,  on  his  part,  had  carried  an 
adranced  work,  which  facilitated  the  debarkation  of  the  p«rty  under  CuL  Sterling,  who* 
the  moment  he  had  landed,  forced  his  way  up  a  difficult  height,  which  waa  very  reaoluteljr 
defended ;  he  gained  the  summit,  where  be  took  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners,  not- 
withstanding  their  gallant  resistance.  Col.  Cadwallader,  who  waa  charged  with  the  defence 
of  this  pert,  retired  also  into  the  fort. 

**  Col.  Rttlle,  who  led  the  right  column  of  Gen.  Knyphausen's  attack,  aumiounted  all 
obetacles  with  admirable  valor,  and  lodged  his  column  within  100  yards  of  the  fort  Soon 
efter,  Gen.  Knvphausen  joined  him  with  the  left  column ;  having  at  length  eitricated  him- 
eelf  from  the  dithculties  encountered  in  the  forest.  The  garrison  having  thus  lost,  thotuh 
not  without  glory,  all  their  advanced  works,  found  themselves  closely  invested  within  ue 
body  of  the  fortrew.  The  besiegers  then  summoned  Col.  Magaw  to  surrender.  He  had 
already  consimied  neariy  all  his  ammunition.  The  very  multitude  of  defenders  pressed  into 
eo  narrow  a  space,  was  prejudicial  to  defence,  and  every  thing  demonstrated  thiat  he  could 
not  sustain  an  assault.  Accordingly  he  decided  to  capitulate.  The  garrison,  amounting 
to  2,600  men,  inclusive  of  the  country  militia,  aurrendered  prisoners  of  war.  The  Ameii- 
cane  bed  few  killed ;  the  royaliata  lost  about  800,  the  greater  part  Germana.  The  raduc 
tioB  of  Fort  Washington  thus  gave  the  royal  army  entire  poaaeamn  of  the  island  of  New 

York." 

e 

YoNKEBs  is  centrally  distant  16  miles  N.  of  New  York.  Pop. 
2,968.  Yonkers  village,  formerly  called  Philipsburg,  is  situated  upon 
the  Hudson,  and  contains  2  churches,  a  female  seminary,  and  about 
50  dwellincs.  This  place  is  a  favorite  summer  resort  for  the  citizens 
of  New  York.  Kingsbridge,  13  miles  N.  of  the  city  hall.  New 
York,  is  on  Spuyten  JDuyvel  creek,  or  Harlem  river,  and  contains 
about  a  dozen  dwellings.  The  bridge  at  this  place  is  of  wood,  about 
60  feet  long.  This  neighborhood  was  the  scene  of  important  miUtary 
operations  during  the  revolution. 

YoRKTowN  is  45  miles  N.  of  New  York,  and  6  E.  of  Peekskill. 
Pop.  2,819.  Crompond  is  a  small  village  containing  2  churches  and 
about  a  dozen  dwelling.  The  names  of  the  post-offices  are  York- 
town,  Pine  Bridge,  and  Shrub  Oak.  Through  the  south  part  flows 
the  Croton  river,  where  is  located  the  ^reat  dam  and  reservoir  for 
the  Croton  aqueduct.  [See  p.  886.]  This  river  was  named  after  an 
ancient  sachem,  Croton,  who  residra  on  its  banks  at  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  country. 
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Wroiavo  couimr  was  formed  firom  the  southern  portion  of  Gen- 
esee county  in  1841 ;  length  E.  and  W.  25,  breadth  N.  and  S.  18 
miles ;  centrally  distant  from  New  York  826,  and  from  Albany  264 
miles.  The  sur&ce  of  the  county  is  but  gently  undulated,  and  the 
general  character  of  the  ^il  is  a  most  sandv  or  gravelly  loam,  weU 
adapted  to  the  culture  of  grain  and  grass.    The  Genesee  river  touches 
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the  southeastern  comer  in  the  town  of  Castile.  Allen's  creek,  so 
named  from  the  infamous  Indian  Allen,  who  committed  many  mur- 
ders on  the  frontier  inhabitants  in  this  region,  rises  in  this  county,  and 
flowing  northeasterly  through  a  portion  of  the  county  of  Genesee 
empties  into  the  Genesee  river  in  the  town  of  Wheatland,  Monroe 
county.  The  Holland  Land  Company,  to  whom  this  country  origin- 
ally belonged,  stiH  own  some  small  tracts.  It  is  divided  into  13 
towns,  and  has  a  population  of  about  30,000. 

Attica,  taken  from  Sheldon  in  1821 ;  centrally  distant  NW.  from 
Warsaw,  the  county  seat,  8  miles.  Pop.  2,709.  Attic,  a  post  village 
in  the  northern  part,  contains  2  churches,  a  printing  office,  several 
mills,  stores,  and  about  125  dwellings.  Attica  Centre  is  a  smaller 
village. 

Bennington,  the  NW.  comer  town,  was  taken  from  Sheldon  in 
1818 ;  centrally  distant  NW.  from  Warsaw  14  miles.  Pop.  2,367. 
Bennington  and  Cowlesville  are  small  post  villages. 

Castile,  the  SE.  comer  town,  was  taken  Irom  Perry  in  1821 ; 
centrally  distant  SE.  from  Warsaw  7  miles.  Pop.  2,828.  Castile 
and  St.  Helena  are  sinnU  villages,  the  latter  of  which  is  on  the 
Genesee  river.     Silver  Lake  is  a  post-office  near  the  Silver  Lake. 

**  Tbo  Gardow  Resenration,  which  lies  partly  in  this  town,  was  a  tract  of  10,000  acres, 
which  the  Seneca  Indians  reserved  in  their  sale  to  Robert  Monis  in  1797,  conferring  it 
upon  Mary  Jemison,  the  celebrated  ^  White  Woman,"  who  resided  upon  it  until  her 
decease,  at  a  very  advanced  age,  in  Sept.  1833.  Mary  JemiBon  was  truly  a  remarkable 
woman.  She  was  of  Irish  parents,  and  was  born  at  sea,  on  their  passage  to  America  in 
1743  or  *43.  Her  parents  settled  on  what  was  at  that  time  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  had  an  uncle  in  the  command  of  Washington,  who  fell  at  Braddock's  defeat  In  the 
•pring  of  1755,  Mary,  her  parents,  two  brothers,  and  several  inmates  of  the  house,  were 
made  prisoners  by  a  party  of  half  a  dozen  Seneca  Indians  and  four  Frenchmen.  They 
were  all  hurried  off  into  the  wo^^ds,  and  the  whole  party  murdered,  Mary  alone  excepted. 
She  was  exposed  to  all  tne  hardships  and  privations  of  a  prisoner  until  her  arrival  st  a 
Seneca  town,  where  she  was  adopted  into  an  Indian  family  as  a  daughter,  and  hencefor. 
ward  trested  with  kinduess, — leading  a  roving  life,  and  lor  a  season  meditating  upon  the 
means  of  escape.  These  being  frustrated,  she  at  length  resigned  hemelf  entirely  to  the 
Indian  life  and  customs.  At  a  proper  age,  she  was  married  to  a  Delaware  Indian,  whom 
she  loved,  and  by  whom  she  had  one  or  more  children.  She  visited  Fort  Pitt  several  tiroes, 
and  occuiionally  resided  among  the  Shawnee  Indians. 

"  Her  husband  died,  and  she  afterward  married  a  Seneca  chief,  living  in  the  Genesee 
Yalley,  at  about  the  bej^inning  of  the  revolution.  Her  Seneca  husband  was  a  man  of  blood, 
but  kind  and  affectionate  to  her.  She  retained  her  family  name,  Jemison,  and  also  the 
English  language,  which  she  spoke  fluently  until  the  day  of  her  death.  But  although  she 
had  l)ccn  religiously  instructed  by  her  parents,  she  embraced  the  religion  of  the  Indians, 
and  became  thoroughly  Indianizcd — adopting  and  becoming  enamored  of  all  their  manners, 
habits,  and  customs,  throughout.  Her  life  was  full  of  incident  and  wild  adventure.  The 
Indians  ever  entertained  an  exalted  esteem  for  her,  as  was  evinced  by  the  grant  of  the 
Gardow  tract — embracing  a  rich  section,  both  of  intervale  and  upland,  upon  which  she 
resided  until  within  a  few  years  before  her  death,  which  took  place  at  the  Buffalo  Creek 
Reservation.  [See  Buffalo.]  In  obtaining  this  grant  or  reservation,  moreover,  she  showed 
all  the  cunning  of  her  adopted  people.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  who  conducted  the  treaty  for 
hifl  father,  has  told  me  that  when  a  request  was  made  to  him  for  a  reservation  for  the 
"  White  Woman,"  he  supposed  tliat  they  meant  only  a  farm  of  some  200  or  300  acres,  but 
that  the  woman  herself  by  artfully  indicating  certain  bounds,  with  which  he  was  not  exactly 
familiar,  actually  overreached  him  and  obtained  the  large  tract  already  mentioned ;  includ. 
ing  the  whole  of  the  Gardow  Flats,  and  the  romantic  walls  of  rock  and  hill  within  which 
they  are  sequestered. 

**  During  the  revolution,  her  house  was  often  the  queers  of  Brant  and  Col.  John  Butler, 
when  making  their  inrotda  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  colonies.    She  attended' the  treaty  of 
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Geneiee  Flats,  held  by  Gen.  Schuyler  in  1775 ;  and  her  hfe,  taken  down  in  writii^,  from 
her  own  tips  in  18S3,  was  full  of  incident  and  adventure.  She  would  not  throw  off  her 
Indian  coatume,  even  after  the  white  population  had  completely  anrroonded  her  residenoa« 
but  adhered  to  her  Indian  customs  with  the  utmost  tenacity  to  the  last.  She  was  rich,  not 
only  in  lands,  but  in  herds  and  flocks,  and  had  tenants  who  worked  her  lands.  One  of  her 
10D8  was  educated  a  physician,  and  obtained  a  surgeon's  commission  in  the  navy— dying  a 
few  years  ago  on  the  Mediterranean  stadon.  In  many  respecta,  Mary  was  a  valuablt 
woman — ^humane  and  benevolent — and  doing  great  good  among  the  peq[>le  of  her  adop- 
tion.**— iVew  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

China,  the  SW.  town  of  the  county,  was  taken  from  Sheldon  in 
1818;  from  Warsaw  centrally  distant  SW.  17  miles.  Pop.  1,487. 
Arcade  is  a  small  post  village,  containing  about  60  dwellings.  East 
China  is  a  post-office,  around  which  there  is  a  settlement 

Covington,  the  NE.  comer  town,  was  taken  from  Le  Roy  and 
Perry  in  1817.  Its  limits  were  reduced  in  1841,  at  the  time  of  the 
division  of  Genesee  county  by  the  erection  of  Pavilion  from  its  north- 
em  portion.  It  is  centrally  distant  from  Warsaw  NE.  10  miles. 
Covington  and  La  Grange  are  small  post  villages. 

Gainesville  was  originally  named  Hebe,  and  taken  from  Warsaw 
in  1814  ;  centrally  distant  6  miles.  Pop.  2,367.  Gainesville  Centre, 
East  Gainesville,  and  Gainesville,  are  small  post  villages. 

Java  was  taken  from  China  in  1832;  centrally  distant  SW.  of 
Warsaw  15  miles.  Pop.  2,331.  Java,  Java  Centre,  and  Java  village, 
are  small  post  villages. 

MiDDLEBURY  was  taken  from  Warsaw  in  1812 ;  centrally  distant 
N.  of  Warsaw  6  miles.  Pop.  2,447.  Wyoming,  post  village,  near 
the  eastern  boundary  on  Allen's  creek,  is  14  mues  SE.  of  batavia, 
and  contains  1  Baptist,  1  Presbyterian,  and  1  Methodist  church,  61 
dwellings,  3  mercantile  stores,  and  about  450  inhabitants.  The  Mid- 
dlebury  academy  is  a  flourishing  institution  in  this  place.  Middle- 
bury,  a  post-office,  is  in  the  northem  part  of  the  town. 

Oeanoeville  was  taken  from  Attica  in  1816 ;  centrally  distant  W. 
from  Warsaw  6  miles.  Pop.  1,949.  Orangeville,  East  Orangeville, 
and  Johnsonburffh,  are  small  post  villages. 

Peeey  was  taken  from  Leicester  in  1814 ;  centrally  distant  E.  of 
Warsaw  6  miles.     Pop.  3,087. 

The  following  is  a  view  in  the  central  portion  of  Perrv  village,  incor- 
porated in  1830,  and  situated  about  7  miles  E.  of  Warsaw.  It  is  a 
place  of  considerable  mercantile  and  manufacturing  business,  and 
contains  an  academy,  3  churches,  and  about  150  buildings.  It  is 
situated  on  the  outlet  of  Silver  lake,  which  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  3  miles  in  length,  and  well  stocked  with  fish.  The  outlet  fur- 
nishes much  hydraulic  power  for  the  mills  and  factories  in  this  vicinity. 
Perry  Centre  is  much  smaller,  though  incorporated.  It  is  situated 
about  2  miles  to  the  north. 

Sheldon  was  taken  from  Batavia  in  1808 ;  centraUy  distant  from 
Warsaw  W.  12  miles.  Pop.  2,866.  Sheldon  Centre,  Strykersville^ 
and  y arysburgh,  are  imall  post  villages.  North  Sheldon  is  the  name 
of  a  post-office. 


SotUh  view  in  Perry  village. 


Wabbaw  was  formed  from  Batavia  in  1808 ;  Irom  Albany  W.  S4b 
niiles.  Fop.  2^52.  Tho  village  of  Warsiiw  is  situated  22  miles  S. 
from  Batavia,  at  the  head  of  "Allen's  Creek  Valley"  and  on  Allen's 
creek,  nearly  equidistant  from  Rochester,  Canandaigua,  Buffalo,  and 
Oieau.  By  the  act  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  legislature, 
the  courthouse,  clerk's  office,  and  jail  of  Wvomingcounty  were  located 
at  this  place,  July  10, 1841.  There  are  nere  1  Fresbyterian,  1  Bap- 
tist, 1  Methodist,  and  1  Congregational  church,  100  dwellings,  1 
printing  office,  1  tannery,  6  mercantile  stores,  36  mechanicBl  shops, 
8  iron  foundries,  3  carding  works,  1  woollen  &ctory,  1  grist-mill,  and 
about  800  inhabitants.  The  town  was  settled  in  1801,  principally  by 
emigrants  from  New  England ;  and  its  present  inhabitants  are  noted  for 
their  morality  and  fondness  for  literature.  The  oldest  church  erect- 
ed in  the  state  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  is  yet  standing  in  the  centre 
of  the  village  of  Warsaw.  SoutJi  Warsaw  is  a  small  village  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town. 

Wethebsfibld  was  taken  from  OrangevilJe  in  1823 ;  centrally 
distant  SW.  from  Warsaw  8  miles.  Pop.  1,731.  Hermitage,  Weth- 
erifield,  and  Wethersiield  Springs,  are  small  post  villages.  North 
Wethcrsfield  is  the  name  of  a  poat-office. 


YATES  COUNTY. 

Yates  county  was  taken  from  Ontario  in  162S ;  centrally  distant 
from  New  York  via  Albany  SaO,  and  from  Albany  185  miles ;  great- 
cat  length  E.  and  W.  24,  greatest  breadth  N.  and  S.  30  miles.  The 
surface  of  this  county  is  agreeably  diversified ;  the  northern  part  is 
gently  undulating,  and  the  southern  hilly.     This  soil  ia  in  many  pla- 


ca  composed  of  a  varro  rich  mould,  yielding  abundant  crops,  thoogli 
«s  a  whole  it  is  more  of  a  grazing  than  a  groin  country.  The  di- 
nwte  is  temperEte,  and  for  thecultivatton  of  fruit  is  not  exceeded  by 
any  portion  of  the  state.  It  Ues  wholly  in  the  tract  ceded  to  Massa- 
chusetts, BDd  in  that  portion  of  it  which  passed  through  Messrs. 
Gorham,  Phelps,  and  Robert  Morris  to  Sir  William  Pulleney.'  It  is 
divided  into  eight  towns.     Pop.  30,443. 

Baxbincton,  taken  Irom  Wayne  in  16S3;  centrally  distant  from 
Peon  Van  S.  11  miles.  Warsaw  is  a  amall  post  village.  Barrington 
is  a  post-ofnce.     Pop.  1,889. 

Benton,  taken  from  Jerusalem  in  1803.  Pop.  3,911.  Dresden, 
on  the  Seneca  Lake,  7  miles  E.  of  Pcnn  Ybn,  Benton.  8  miles  NEL, 
and  Benton  Centre,  4  miles  N.,  are  villages  containing  from  40  to  80 
dwellings  each.     Hdpeton  is  a  small  settlement  near  Dresden. 

Italy,  taken  from  Naples  of  Ontario  county  in  1815 ;  from  Pom 
Van  SW.  15  miles.  Italy  Hill,  and  Italy  Hollow,  are  the  post-offi- 
ces.    Pop.  1,663. 


view  of  the  Jemima  WiUcineon  house. 


Jeidsaleh,  organized  by  general  sessions  of  Ontario  cotmty ;  area 
since  altered.  Pop.  3,934.  Branchport,  7  miles  SW.  of  Penn  Yan, 
and  Yatesnlie,  partly  in  the  town  of  Potter,  are  small  Tillages.  Jenna- 
lem  is  a  post-office  centrally  situated.  Bluff  Point  is  a  place  notable 
for  the  singularity  of  its  position,  as  embraced  by  the  arms  of  the 
Crooked  I^e,  for  its  high  and  rolling  surface,  and  lor  having  been 
the  residence  and  death-place  of  Jemima  Wilkinson,  self-styled  the 
**  Universal  Friend,"  and  founder  of  a  religious  sect 

The  above  is  a  view  of  the  Jemima  Wilkinson  house,  situated  at 
what  is  generally  called  the  Friends  settlement  It  is  a  large  and  com- 
modious mansion,  and  is  still  occupied  by  a  few  perscms,  the  sole 
mnnant  of  her  followers.  The  dwelling  is  occasionally  visited  by 
strangers ;  though  there  is  not  any  thing  of  interest  excepting  a  por- 
trait of  the  "  Universal  Friend,"  which  is  said  to  be  a  bithful  repr» 
aentation,  and  exhibits  a  coimtenance,  intellectual,  uncommonly  beau- 
tifiil,  and  apparently  beaming  with  benevolence.    The  fiillowen  ot 
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Jemima  Wilkinson  first  settled  about  the  year  1700  at  Milo,  in  tUi 
county,  near  the  Seneca  Lake,  and  subsequently  removed  to  this 
place.  Their  settlement  at  Milo  was  at  that  time  the  largest  in  the 
whole  Genesee  country,  numbering  about  forty  families.  A  highly 
intellifi[ent  gentleman,  who  visited  tnem  many  years  since,  in  the  sea- 
son of  their  greatest  prosperity,  describes  them  as  being  distinguished 
for  their  frugality,  honesty,  and  industry,  living  retired  from  the 
world,  and  devoting  much  of  their  time  to  religious  exercises.  The 
**  Universal  Friend  he  represented  as  having  Inecn  beautiful  and  dig- 
nified in  her  person,  but  illiterate  in  her  conversation,  and  so  ignorant 
of  worldly  concerns  as  scarcely  to  be  enabled  to  understand  a  com- 
mon newspaper.  Her  memory,  however,  was  retentive,  and  her 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  truly  wonderful.  Many  of  the  extravagan- 
ces of  which  she  is  said  to  have  been  guilty,  may  be  attributed  to  the 
high-wrought  enthusiasm  so  often  seen  among  religionists  of  her 
stamp  at  the  present  day. 

**  Jemima  Wilkinson,  or  the  *  Universal  Friend,*  was  bom  in  Cumberland,  Rhode  Island, 
about  the  year  1753.  She  was  educated  among  the  Friends.  Recovering  from  an  apparent 
fuspension  of  life  which  she  experienced  when  about  twenty.three  years  of  age,  during  a 
fit  of  sickness,  she  gave  out  that  she  had  been  raised  from  the  dead,  and  claimed  to  be  in. 
Tested  with  divine  attributes  and  authority  to  instruct  mankind  in  religion.  It  is  abo  said, 
■he  pretended  to  foretell  future  events,  to  discern  the  secrets  of  the  heart,  and  to  have  the 
power  of  healing  diseases ;  and  if  any  penon  who  made  application  to  her  was  not  healed, 
she  attributed  it  to  a  want  of  faith.  She  asserted  that  those  who  refused  to  believe  these 
exalted  things  concerning  her,  will  be  in  the  state  of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  who  rejected 
the  counsel  of  God  against  themselves ;  and  she  told  her  hearers  that  that  v^ta  the  eleventh 
hour,  and  the  last  call  of  mercy  that  ever  should  be  granted  to  them ;  for  she  heaid  an  in- 
quiry in  Heaven  saying,  *  Who  will  go  and  preach  to  a  dying  worid  T*  and  she  said  she  an- 
swered,  *  Here  am  I — send  me  ;*  and  that  she  left  the  realms  of  light  and  glory  and  the 
company  of  the  heavenly  hosts,  who  are  continually  praising  and  worriiipping  God,  in  or. 
der  to  descend  upon  earth,  and  pass  through  many  sufferings  and  trials  for  the  happiness 
of  mankind.  She  professed  to  be  able  to  work  miracles,  and  offered  to  demonstrate  it  by 
walking  on  the  water  in  imitation  of  our  Saviour ;  accordingly  a  frame  was  constructed  for 
the  purpose  on  the  banks  of  the  Seneca  Lake,  at  Rapelyea's  ferry,  10  miles  south  of  Dres. 
den.  At  the  appointed  time,  having  approached  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  lake 
ahore,  she  alighted  from  an  elegant  carriage,  and  the  rood  being  strewed  by  her  followers 
with  white  handkerchiefs.  She  walked  to  the  platform,  and  having  announced  her  inten. 
tion  of  walking  across  the  lake  on  the  water,  she  stepped  ankle  deep  into  the  t:lear  element, 
when  suddenly  pausing  she  addressed  the  multitude,  inquiring  whether  or  not  they  had 
Jaith  that  she  could  pass  over,  for  if  otherwise  she  could  not ;  and  on  receiving  an  aiffirm- 
ative  answer  returned  to  her  carriage,  declaring  as  they  believed  in  her  power  it  waa  un- 
necessary to  display  it.    She  died  in  1819." 

The  following  description  of  Jemima's  personal  appearance  is  from 
the  Freeman's  Journal,  published  at  Philadelphia,  in  1787 : — 

"  There  are  now  in  this  city  a  number  of  the  disciples  of  a  certain  JEMIMA  WILKIN- 
SON, a  native  Rhode  Island,  a  person  who  professes  tliat  *  she  is  Christ  come  again  in  the 
flesh  a  second  time  without  sin  unto  salvation  ;'  though  it  should  be  noticed  that  her  follow. 
era  do  not  admit  she  is  a  woman,  as  a  female  Messiah  appeara  an  incongruity,  and  they 
therefore  of  consequence  deny  her  name,  and  appear  to  resent  it  as  an  aiflront  when  she 
is  called  Jemima  Wilkinson,  and  declare  in  the  most  solemn  manner  they  know  no  such 
person.  Some  of  the  society  when  asked  to  explain  themselves,  do  it  in  the  following 
manner,  *  that  the  names  of  pereons  most  properly  belong  to  the  soul ;  but  when  a  person 
dies  and  the  soul  leaves  the  body,  the  body  can  no  more  be  called  by  its  fonner  name. 
Now  some  yeaiv  ago,  there  was  a  person  called  Jemima  Wilkinson,  but  she  died  and  her 
•oul  went  to  heaven ;  after  which  the  Divine  Spirit  reanimated  that  same  body,  and  it  aioee 
from  the  dead :  now  this  Divine  inhabitant  is  Christ  Jesus  our  Lordf  the  friend  of  all  man- 
kind,  and  gives  the  name  to  the  body  to  which  he  ia  imited,  and  therefen  body  aod  wfSnt 
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conjointly  is  the  Universal  Friend.*  To  complete  the  character  of  so  eztraordinaiy  a  per- 
sonage, she  has  her  attendants  of  the  extraordinary  kind  also,  and  those  attendants  are 
said  to  be  two  witnesses  which  are  prophesied  by  St.  John  the  Divine,  in  the  Revelatione. 
(See  chap.  zi.  from  the  3d  to  the  13th  verse.)  The  Universal  Friend,  as  she  is  styled,  ap^ 
pears  to  be  about  30  years  of  age,  of  the  middle  size  of  women,  not  genteel  in  person,  and 
rather  awkward  in  her  carriage,  her  complexion  good,  her  eyes  black  and  remarkably  briU 
liant,  her  hair  black,  and  waving  in  beautiful  ringlets  upon  her  neck  and  shoulders,  her  fea- 
tures  regular,  and  her  face  thought  by  many  to  be  perfectly  beautiful.  As  she  is  not  to  be 
supposai  to  be  of  either  sez,  so  this  neutrality  is  manifested  in  her  eztemal  appearance ; 
she  wears  no  cap,  letting  her  hair  hang  down  as  above  described  upon  her  neck  and  shoul- 
ders. Her  ncckclqih  she  wears  like  a  man,  her  shift  buttons  around  her  neck,  and  her 
shift  sleeves  are  brought  down  to  her  hands,  and  buttoned  as  is  conmion  with  men.  Her 
outside  garment  is  a  looee  robe  that  resembles  a  moming^gown,  such  as  both  men  and  we. 
men  commonly  wear ;  under  this  it  is  said  her  apparel  is  very  expensive,  and  the  form  cf 
them  conveys  the  same  idea  as  her  external  appearance,  of  her  being  neither  man  nor  wo- 
man. Her  understanding  is  nut  deficient,  ezcept  touching  her  religious  fanaticism.  She  ii 
very  illiterate ;  yet  her  memory  is  very  great.  She  is  artful  in  discovering  many  circumstaocei 
which  fall  out  among  her  disciples,  and  in  making  them  believe  that,  as  she  is  divine,  notUiy 
can  be  hid  from  her.  On  all  uccasions  she  requires  the  most  eztraordinary  attendance  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  her,  having  little  regard  to  the  convenience  of  families  wherever 
she  happens  to  be ;  and  one  or  two  disciples  usually  attend  her  and  perform  the  most  menial 
service.  Her  voice  is  masculine,  and  her  pronunciation  in  the  usual  dialect  uf  the  meet 
illiterate  of  the  country  people  of  New  England.  Her  preaching  has  but  very  little  con. 
nection,  and  is  frequently  very  lengthy,  standing  at  times  for  several  hours.  Sometimes  cold 
and  languid,  at  others  it  is  said  she  is  hvcly,  and  discovers  that  kind  of  zeal  and  animation 
which  give  reason  to  suppose  she  may  really  apprehend  herself  to  be  a  person  that  is  di. 
vine.  She  is  conmionly  reserved  to  strangers,  and  only  grows  familiar  as  she  discovers  in 
them  a  great  respect  for  her :  and  as  she  is  very  attentive  to  the  disposition  of  those  about 
her,  she  soon  discovers  such  as  are  affected  by  her  peculiar  manner.  Her  first  address  to 
strangers  is  usually  in  a  grum,  masculine,  authoritative  tone  of  voice,  with  ezpressive  coon- 
tenance  and  piercing  eyes ;  and  these  are  the  effects  of  her  spiritual  pride.  Yet  she  often 
atrikes  the  beholder  with  a  profound  awe,  and  the  immoral  are  sometimes  convicted  heton 
her,  which  she  is  artful  to  improve,  so  as  to  raise  in  them  a  great  veneration  for  her ;  and 
when  she  discovers  any  one  properly  prepared  in  this  way,  she  usually  puts  some  question 
to  them  relating  to  her  own  imagined  divinity.** 

Middlesex  was  organized  in  1789  as  part  of  Ontario  county,  by 
the  name  of  Augusta ;  from  Penn  Yan  centrally  distant  NW .  12 
miles.     Pop.  1,439.     Middlesex  is  the  name  of  a  post-office. 

MiLo  was  taken  from  Benton  in  1818 ;  from  Albany  W.  189  miles. 
Pop.  3,985.  The  thriving  incorporated  village  of  Penn  Van,  the  county 
seat,  which  is  principally  built  on  a  street  about  a  mile  in  length,  is  situa- 
ted at  the  northern  termination  of  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Crooked 
Lake.  It  was  founded  by  Mr.  Abraham  Waggener,  and  derives  its 
name  from  the  circumstance  that  its  early  settlers  were  Pennsylvani- 
ans  and  Yankees,  in  nearly  equal  numbers.  The  annexed  view  was 
taken  from  an  eminence  about  a  third  of  a  mile  east  of  the  village. 
The  first  building  with  a  steeple  on  the  right  is  the  Presbyterian 
church,  the  one  next  on  the  left  with  a  cupola,  the  courthouse,  and 
the  third  and  fourth,  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches.  Crooked 
or  Keuka  Lake  is  partially  seen  in  the  distance.  The  other  public 
buildings  in  the  village  are  an  Episcopal  church,  an  academy,  a  pris- 
on, a  bank,  and  the  county  clerk's  office.  The  place  is  one  of  much 
business,  and  has  many  mercantile  stores  and  about  300  dwellings. 
Milo  Centre,  4  miles  SE.  of  Penn  Yan,  and  Milo  6  miles,  are  small 
villages. 

Potter  was  taken  from  Middlesex  in  1832.  Pop.  2,245.  Rusb- 
yiile  is  a  thriving  village  of  60  or  80  dwellings  in  the  north  portion  of 
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the  town,  partly  in  Gorhara  of  Ontario  county,  and  lies  10  miles  SW, 
of  Canandaigua.  Yatesvillc  is  4  small  village  near  the  southeastern 
comer,  and  pully  in  Jerusalem.  Potter  and  North  Middlesex  are 
names  of  post-omces. 

Stabkev,  the  southeastern  comer  town  of  the  county,  was  taken 
from  Keadin?  of  Steuben  county  in  1824.  Pop.  3,4S6.  Starkey, 
including  Eddyville  14  miles  SE.  of  Penn  Van,  are  settlements  scat- 
tered along  the  road  for  about  two  miles,  and  containing  about  00  or 
70  dwellings.  Dundee,  late  Harpcndings  Comers,  is  a  thriving  vil- 
lage, 14  miles  S.  of  Penn  Yan,  containing  4  churches  and  about 
80  dwellings.  Big  Stream  and  Rock  Stream  are  names  of  post- 
offices  in  the  south  pari,  the  former  of  wliich  is  on  Seneca  Lake. 
The  falls  of  the  Big  Stream  in  this  town  arc  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  perpendicular.  This  cataract  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  rapid 
half  a  mile  in  length,  whence  the  stream  comes  dashing  over  craggy 
rocks  of  slate,  and  leaps  into  a  basin  eight  or  ten  rods  in  diameter, 
aeparated  from  the  lake  by  a  channel  some  eighty  rods  in  Icnf^h. 
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